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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

V 

TUB^DAT,  A9RIL  9« 
FARItH   APFRBNTfCBt. 

MR.  Jfilbraham  Bootlc  moTed  ibr  leaFO  Ui  bring  in  % 
Bill  to  amend  the  stale  of  Parish  Apprentic^«  Formerly 
the  parish  children,  whp  were  pat  out  at  apprentices^  were 
bound  either  to  masters  resident  in  their  own  or  in  the 
adjoining  parishes.  The  overseers  ajipeared  to  have  fof^^t- 
ien,  that  it  was  their dutj  to  stand  m some  measure  inhcQ 
ftaretitis,  and  to  look  to  the  interests  of  the  childiren  when 
thej  were  putting  them  out  as  apcMrentices.  The  honour- 
able member  here  quoted  the  woros  of  Lord  Kcnyoui  in  a 
case  where  a  foreigner  was  indicted  and  found  guiltj  of  jll- 
txealing  some  apprentices  which  had  been  bound  to  nim  b/ 
parishes*  That  noble  Judge  leproted  most  severelj  the 
conduct  of  the  orerBeess  in  that  iastaace,  and  said  that  they ' 
Jiad  acted  contrary  to  their  duty  wdto  the  law  of  the  land, 
IB  patting  seventeen  children  as  apprenticea  to  a  man  who 
CiNild  neSher  employ  or  feed  them.  Too  many  oFcrseers 
9ppettw0i  perfectly  content  to  get  rid  of  the  burden  of  the 
ehiidre«9  without  caring  what  afiter^ards  happened  totbeoi. 
|n  &ct^  it  was  impossibfas  that  the  overseers  of  parishes  in  the 
BsetiofMiUs  couldT exercise  tbe  asnperintendanoe  which  the 
bw  raqttirvd,  if  the  children  were  to  be  sent  off  by  9O0  at  a 
timcito  Manchester  QK  Yorksbitfeto  tbeowMifiiotacies]  .n^ithec 
Vol..  in.— 1811.  B 


9  THK  rARtliMCXTABT  mBGUTCt.  [C0M» 

was  it  likely  that  the  manu&ctarer  who  teok  two  or  three  haii« 
died  apprentioet  oould  pay  that  attention  to  their  moials  that 
was  diie.  or  in  any  way  stand  m  toc9  paretUis^  as  the  law  re* 
quired  the  master  to  do.  Avary  obnsidesablenumber  of  child- 
ren wjere  regularly  imported  into  Lancashire  from  the  metro* 
polisy  for  the  purpose  of  the  manuftctories*  T9  remiody 
the  great  evil  which  often  resulted  from  children  being  thus 
sent  friendless  into  distant  parts  of  the  country,  he  wished 
that  there  sbonM  Jbe  a  rmhition  that  ihej  should  not  be 
sent  to  a  greater  distance  tnan  fiirty  miles  from  the  place  (^ 
their  settlnient ;  at  this  distance  they  might  be  occasionallr 
Yisiled  by  some  of  their  oveisocrs  or  by  their  parents,  which 
would  prevent  their  bdng  ill-treated  by  their  masters  H^ 
would  wish  at  least  to  try  the  esperiment  whether  employ* 
ment  could  not  be  found  for  the  poor  children  ot  this 
metropolis  within  the  distance  of  forty  miles  from  it  He 
ahoulo  also  propose  a  limitation  of  tlie  number  of  appren* 
tices  which  were  to  be  bound  to  one  man,  as  it  was  impos- 
sible that  in  those  manufactories  where  man^  hundreds  of 
ehildren  were  taken  apprentices,  due  attention  should  be 
paid  to  cadi  of  them.  He  would  also  propose,  that  40  davs 
should  elapse  between  the  time  that  the  child  was  sent  and  the 
completion  of  the  indentures,  in  order  thaf  it  should  be  ascer- 
tained what  was  the  temper  and  character  of  the  master. 
After  a  few  general  observations  upon  the  advantages  of 
regulations  similar  to  those  he  had  mentioned,  he  moved 
lor  leave  to  brbg  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  state  of  Parish 
Apprentices..  Leave  was  given,  and  the  Bill  was  imme- 
diately brought  in,  and  mo  a  first  time*  It  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  when  it  is  to  be  committed 
froformd^  and  then  printed. 

FAT  OF  VATT  OrFICBBS; 

Captmn  Bemtet  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  submit  a 
motbn  relative  to  the  Pay  of  Officers  in  theNavv  on  foreign 
stations.  In  consequence  of  the  fluctuation  of  the  foreign 
exchange,  or  rather  the  permanent  depressioin  of  it  against 
this  country,  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  on  the  Meditenanean 
station,  and  at  Lisbon,  actually  sufiered  a  loss  of  about  SO 
per  cent,  on  all  pay  remitted  to  them.  All  that  he  desired, 
was,  that  the  Navy  should  in  this  respect  be  put  one  foot^ 
ing  with  the  Army,  and  that  they  should  receive  their  pay 
at  j9ar.     This  question,  which  was  inerely  brought  for  thn 
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comferts  of  tlie  Nary,  and  was  quite  abitfadej  ftom  rif  ' 
party  comiden^ioiiB,  would,  as  be  ho|)ed,  leoeive  the  sanction 
of  tlie  House.  He  undefstood  that  it  was  to'be  opposed  bjr 
some  of  biiB  Majesty's  Ministora;  but  be  could  not  conoeife 
vpon  what  ground,  as  the  matter  appeared  to  him  so  strictly 
just  and  TCuonaUe.  Heoouldseendicason  wbytheOffioem 
oi  tbe  Nayy  should  not  receive  the  same  adtanlages  in  this 
icspect  as  the  CMBoos  of  the  Army.  He  cooclnded  by 
.jBOTing,  that  tlie  House  shoohl  lesolTe  itself  into  a  Com* 
Biittee,  to  take  into  consideration  tbe  Act  iMsnd  in  theSStk 
joi  tbe  King,  and  also  to  consider  whetner  Aiftber  allow- 
ances  should  not  be  made  to  tbe  OBcen  of  tbe  Navy  on 
foreign  senrioei  on  account  of  the  loss  upon  exchaqge  of 


Mr.  IWfe  said,  that  be  was  cooTincedlbattto  party  co9» 
sfafcralioaawesemixed  with  the  prasnt  question,  firerymatt 
mvst  feel  for  tbe  honour  and  comiarts  or  tbe  Navy ;  and  in 
this  ieeling  he  partook  asmoch  as  tbe  gallant  Officer,  or  any 
oAu  man.  Toe  gallant  officer  mnst  hare  known*  that  what 
he,bad  purposed  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Admimlty  to  dc^ 
and  that  it  conld  only  be  done  by  that  House.  Before  be 
adrerCM  to  the  situation  of  Offioeis  employed  in  the 
Mediterranean^  be  should  iist  generaUr  stale»  that  befoie 
tbe  year  1796^  the  Officenu  as  weH  as  tae  ship's  company, 
only  leoeived  their  pay  wnen  tbe  accounts  were  closed  at 
the  end  of  the  year ;  but  by  that  Act  they  wersallowed  to 
draw  on  tbe  Navy  Boaid  quarterly  for  tM  amount  of  theic 
pay.  IJntil  this  legubtiooy  tbe  Officen  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean,  8»  well  as  on  other  stations*  were  indeed  exposed  to 
coDsidemble  hardships,  both  upon  this  account  and  on 
account  of  tbe  uafisTourtble  state  of  ih^  exchanges.  In 
1800  and  1801  the  price  of  the  doUar  nee  in  the  Mediter- 
lanesn  and  Levant,  md  the  exchange  bad  been  sometinaes 
iayoomUe,  although  he  must  allow,  that  for  many  yean 
back  the  dollar  bt^  been  above  tbe  oor^  which  was  4i.>  6d» 
and  even  sometimes  rose  as  high  as  5i.  9d.  in  that  part  of 
Europe.  If  the  motion  of  the  honourable  Officer  was*^ 
agreed  to,  tbe  country  would  suffer  an  annual  loss  of  9^,000/. 
fot  remittances  to  Officers  on  the  Mediterranean  station 
alone,  and  similar  claims  would  certainly  be  put  in  by 
Officeri  oo  other  stations.  The  common  men  might  also 
think  that  they  bed  a  right  to  similar  allowances.  He 
hoped  that  the  exchange  would  not  remain  permanently 
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i^M  Uite  6oMtfy,  bat  tbat  in  iiwe  it  wduld  06  fiir 
eover  tintt  the  oflieen  ^boiikl  have  nMUttff  to  compkia  o£ 
B^fdet  tb€  kff»  ^ich  he  hiul  memioiied,  be  MIefed  thM 
the  oflieerr  woqM  draw  more  Ullft,  If  thoM  btlUi  were  to  h^ 
iMtkl  at  par ;  ami  he  thm^fht  tlibt  eren  the  #f  it  whieh  was 
tkow  cemplaiticd  of  mMit  prodnee  in  them  haUta  of  600* 
notny  and  fhigalitj,  When  they  fb^nd  thit  ih^  lost  con-* 
tiderabty  by  dmnfing  for  money  from  Eifiglatid.  He  tbooglit 
thut^if  the  motion  wa^  ^PP^'  ^>  it' would  hare  a  ten* 
den<^  to  tHftt  ttiany  of  our  oflieeiPs  into  monej^brakers* 
He  mitnd  hltoself  compelled  by  hb  eenfte  of  dn^  to  ^ifipa^ 
^h^iMtion* 

Mr.  fVhMrtad  hdped  that  thh  qtieMloii  mMt  be  <lto- 
cussed  without  any  consideration  of  party.  He  nimislf  dM 
floC  ^Ih  to  ^ppote  himself  to  the  adiniflihtiM^ion  of  the 
tftht  hODootable  ft^iiflrman  (Mr.  Yorke))  wh(Me  conduct 
fnliis  depiirtment  he  had  always  heard  spoken  #f  with  iht 
gnatest  approbation.  (Hear !  he^r  f  Ami  the  Mirthterial 
iemkeg.)  He  thoaghf  ik  was  due  to  tne  right  koBOuraM^ 
ffetilkmuk  to  say  so  mtieh  in  pmlse  of  his  fenqpfikt  admtoi^ 
tratldn  ttt  the  Adidimltj,  yet  in  the  present  iastanee  h^ 
itkiiBi  entirely  disu^ree  wtth  him .  If  the  present  motion  had 
come  ftom  Ihil  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  was  sure 
that  it  weald  katebee^ti  a^^feed  to  by  the  Hotfse  with%rft  any 
tappeiition.  He  cootd  see  n6  reason  why  the  officers  of  the 
miry  should  not  have  the  saoie  allowances  as  the  oAeersr  of 
the  Army«  The  right  bonoura^ble  ^entlefaam  seemed  to 
think  that  their  snfxirlor  ifceoramodatlon  on  board  ship, 
where  their  todfini;  and  fbod  was  provided  for  them^  was  a 
tufficient  raasoii  for  a  diflbencei  He,  however,  thought 
latherwiie,  for  dodbtless  all  those  things  were  taken  ini^ 
-tensideration  wben  the  pay  of  the  two  seryices  was  fixed. 
As  to  the  chance  6f  the  excblui|ces  risthg  hi  time,  that  waft 
ttothing  to  the  <iffEcers  now  serving.  It  was  a  p€^  comAnt 
to  the  dflcers  who  are  losing  90  per  cent.  Mt  of  their  pay 
by  serving  tbeir  couatr^  in  Ae  Mediterranean,  to  telt  them 
Ibat  some  time  or  another  officers  might  pessibly  gain  by 
the  eKchanges  beenmini^  fiivoumble.  When  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  said,  that  probatfy  the  exchange  would  ag&in 
rise  to  be  in  fatour  of  this  country,  he  ^ust  say,  that  he 
could  see  no  such  probability.  Suppobe  that  an  expence 
would  be  iticurted  by  tliis  means  of  thirty  at  forty  thousand 
a  year,  he  was  convinced  that  it  could  well  be  sated  on 
fonse  other  part  of  the  Navy  Estimates.    But  if  it  could 
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not  be  iared,  sffli  he  "was  sure  that  the  coantnr  Trould  nerer 

grudge  such  a  sum  for  the  comforts  of  the  mry,  Vfho  are 

JO  a  peculiar  degree  '^  the  beloved  of  the  nation.**    Hfe 

thonjrtit  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  iray  of  teaching 

them  {rugaliiy  and  economy  was  mther  a  curious  one. 

^o  be  sunt,  if  from  the  income  of  a  man  that  has  a  hundred 

ft  year,  jon  take  awayNthirty,  that  man  is  obliged  to  be 

ccoQpmical  and  frugal  in  spite  of  himself.    (J  laugh.) 

But  he  did  not  know  what  ri^ht  they  had  to  force  prople 

to  be  eooBomic  and  frugal  in  that  manner,  or  why  the 

INflttl  Oflkers  should  be  fined  in  the  amount  of  90  per  cent. 

cm  their  pay,  merely  because  they  are  sent  to  serve  their 

country  in  the  Mediterranean.    The  right  honourable  gen* 

fleman  had  seemed  afraid  that  all  the  officers  would  turn 

money  brokers,  if  their  bilk  were  payable  at  par.     (Mr* 

Croker  said^  across  the  table.  Not  ailj  but  many  of  them.) 

Oh !  then,  it  seemed  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 

did  allow  that  there  might  be  some  splendid  exceptions  of 

officers' who  would  not  be  money-brokers.    (A  laugh).    He 

diflfered  from  him,  however,  in  this  respect,  and  ihousrht 

that  very  few  of  our  naval  officers  thounrht  of  making 

money  by  circolating  rates  of  exchange.    Their  principal 

lalculatiott  of  gain  was  from  taking  prizes.     He  hoped  thq 

House  would  do  that  justice  to  the  Navy  whicli  the  Mini* 

Sters  did  not  appear  inclined  to  do  in  the  present  instance  ; 

and  he  should  wish  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 

take  the  sense  of  the  House,  in  order  that  it  migfit  appear 

whoToted  against  their  claim,  and  who  supported  it. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  he  felt  as  much  for  the  honour  and 
txmiforfs  of  the  Navy  as  any  man,  and  had  done  all  that 
lay  in  the  power  of  bis  humble  efforts  to  promote  them. 
He  therefore  trusted  that  he  should  not  be  considered  an 
enemy  to  the  Navy,  although  he  must  oppose  the  present 
tiiotion.  On  some  stations  the  exchange  was  in  favour  of 
the  officer,  and  on  the  Jamaica  station  in  particular,  it  had 
been  pretty  permanently  If  per  cent,  in  their  favour.  Tho 
calculation  of  the  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  naval  offi«* 
cers  nvould  be  extremely  difficult,  as  there  were  no  pay- 
masters as  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  Homer  supported  the  motion,  although  he  was 
generally  in  favour  of  increases  of  pay  and  allowance  origi- 
fiating  with  Ministers,  and  not  in  that  House.  He  certainly 
did  not  think  that  It  would  be  right  to  be  calculating 
minute  variatitms  of  exchatige ;  but  that  when  a  very  strong 
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tne  \99i$  made  out  for  relief,  as  he  conoeifed  ibis  to  be,  hf 
thonght  the  officers  ftbould  not  be  peroiittod  to  sufier  lo 
Tery  considcrftbly, 

Mr.  Huskisson  conceived,  that  great  dffficiilty  would 
arise*  if  we  were  to  think  of  adjust  in  js:  the  pay  of  offioen  to 
the  incessant  variations  of  foreign  exchange.  In  some  caaia 
it  would  be  equivalent  to  an  advance  of  SO  per  cent*  on 
their  pay»  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  country ;  in  some*  of 
course,  a  diroinutiod.  They  could  not  be  paid  in  bullion^ 
without  a  serious  loss  in  its  purchase.  The  measure  pro* 
posed  would  have  the  r fleet  of  introducing  a  certain  kioA  of 
jDoney-brokerage  into  the  service.  If  the  measure  pioposed 
bad  any  foundation  with  respect  to  the  officers  in  tne  Sledi* 
tcrrammn,  there  was  do  reason  why  it  should  not  reach  to 
all  officers,  naval  and  military,  abroad.  The  question  waa 
connected  with  that  of  exchanges,  and  waa  extremely 
extensive.  He  concluded  by  recommending  the  motion  to 
be  withdrawn. 

Captain  Bennet  was  sorry  to  see  the  Navy  made  victims 
of  the  cold-blooded  policy  of  the  Cabinet;  and  there  never 
was  a  moment  in  which  he  more  rq^tted  the  vrant  of 
eloquence  thau  the  present,  to  vindicate  tlie  character  and 
fights  of  so  many  gallant  men  as  were  afiected  by  the  pee** 
sent  system.  The  question  was^  however,  now  decided  by 
the  Minister,  and  tx>rue  down  by  the  weight  af  ministerial 
influence. 

Mr,  Wliitbrcad  moved  the  previous  question,,  in  ordei^ 
that  the  subject  might  be  open  for  discussion  after  the 
del)ates  on  the  Bullion  Report  and  Exchanges. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  ami  carried  with* 
out  a  division. 

BISTILLKRY    BILL. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  regretted  the  appearance  of  the  House^ 
when  a  Bill  of  such  importance  was  to  come  on.  Tha 
measure  would  probably  be  unproductive  to  the  revenue, 
but  would  certainly  be  injurious  to  the  farmer.  About 
800^000  quarters  of  barley  were  used  in  the  distilleries ; 
this  would  be  thrown  back  on  the  grower,  and  the  country 
be  so  fin:  a  loser.  Tbe  grains  applied  to  the  feeding  of 
cattle  would  be  lost.  The  very  manure  of  those  cattle  was 
worth  more  tlian  S5,000/.  a  year ;  that  would  be  lost,  and 
no  equivalent  would  be  given  to  the  country  except  a  pre- 
carious tax,  hard  to  be  colkxted,  and  of  no  greater  amount 
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at  last  than  that  lerenae  which  w^  dow  to  be  (brown 
away. 

Afr.  WUSam  Smith  had  (band  his  former  opinions  cotw 
finned  by  the  memorial  of  the  London  Distillers.    The 
present  measure  most  be  injurioas  to  the  trade,  and',  with  it, 
to  the  commanitj.     In  tlie  last  forty  years,  there  had  been 
bnt  tbvee  prohibitions  of  distillation  uom  com,  an:1  it  was 
always  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  consideration .     He  then 
enteted  into  a  calcnlation  to  shew  the  actual  loss  sustained  . 
bydistilltng  from  sugar: — A  quarter  of  barle/,  at  4Qi. 
gave  nineteen  gallons  of  spirits — it  took  sixty-six  shillings 
"worth  of  sugar  to  make  the  same  quantity  ol  spirits :  here 
was  an  actnid  loss  of  S6^.  on  erery  nineteen  gallons.    There 
were  about  800^000  quarters  of  corn  used  :  this  cost  nearly 
1,600,000/.     It  took  sugar  to  the  value  of  about  2,600,000/. 
to  make  the  same  quantity  of  spirits.    And  was  this  im- 
mense sum  to  be  sacrificed  merely  as  a  boon  to  the  Wcst« 
India  grower  ?    But  if  revenue  was  the  object,  there  was  a 
more  simple  mode.     He  understood,  that  Is,  9d.  a  gallon 
was  to  be  laid  on  the  wash.    A  person  of  great  influence  and 
mpectabilify  in  the  trade  had  assured  him,  that  if  this 
competition  with  sugar  in  the  market  was  done  away,  the 
distillers  would  not  be  unwilling  to  pay  even  25.  9d.  on  the 
WFUsh  ;  and  there  could  be  no  comparison  in  the  collection 
of  that  revenue  wilh  the  difficult  and  uncertain  one  which 
was  now  proposed.    This  tax  would  actually  amount  to 
more  tlian  was  looked  to  in  the  present  measure.    The  hon. 
gentleman  quoted  the  authority  of  Adam  Smith  to  prove, 
that  to  ibrce  capital  from  the  culture  of  corn  to  the  culture 
of  sugar,  would  be  the  same  as  to  destroy  so  much  capital. 
The  whole  complaint  of  the  West-India  proprietors  would 
beiemedied>  if  not  in  one  or  two  years,  in  time,  if  tbinors 
were  left  to  the  regular  course.     In  the  five  years  ending  in 
1T66,  the  quantity  imported  and  retained  for  homecoh*-' 
sumption  annually  was  997,000  cwt.   l<'ifteen  years  after- 
iraras  it  was  1,500,000  cwt.     Ten  years^  after  it  fell  to 
1,200,000  cwt.     In  J795,  it  was  1,335,000  cwt.    In  1806, 
it  was  2,900,000  cwt. ;  and,  in  1808,  it  was  2,300.000 
cwt.     The  whole  import  from  the  British  colonies  in  the> 
year  1808,  was  3,600,000  cwt.  of  which  1,300,000  cwt. 
were  exported,,  which  left  2,300,000  cwt.  for  borne  con« 
sumption.     As  neither  the  demand  nor  the  population  and 
wealth  of  the  country  had  increased  since  1796,  in  the 
same  proportion  of  13  to  22  as  the  produce  of  sugar  had 
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done,  it  vas  obvioiis  that  the  effecti  whidi  had  raaoltdd 
'must  uaavoidably  have  taken  place*  The  export  of  sogar 
bad  increased  in  a  similar  proportion ;  so  that  if  the  gfowers 
of  sugar  produced  more  of  the  commodity  than  there  was  a 
demand  for^  that  was  not  a  reason  for  a  total  altecation  of 
the  system.  If  the  expences  of  the  West-India  planter 
had  increased,  bad^not  tne  rent  of  lands  donbled  here  ;  had 
nmi  the  taxes  been  more  than  doubled  since  1795j  and  bad 
not  the  currencj  been  as  much  deprecialnd  here  as  in  tho 
West  Indies  ?  The  agriculture  of  this  country  was  not  ia 
be  saddled  with  the  burthen,  for  the  relief  of  the  West 
Indies.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  cultivation  of  sucar 
should  be  kept  within  the  demand.  He  woukl  admit  thai 
the  planters  raised  their  sugar  as  cheaply  as  they  could^  but 
slave  labour  was  much  dearer  than  free  labour.  This  wap 
an  opinion  recorded  by  Pliny,  Columela,  and  every  writer 
Upon  the  subject  of  slavery  since  their  times.  It  would  be 
absurd,  because  there  be  a  glut  of  silk  and  a  scarcity  of 
hemp  in  the  country,  to  say,  that  therefore  silk  ought  to  be 
used  in  making  cordage.  The  principle  was  the  same  with 
respect  to  sugar  and  com.  It  was  the  suie  principle  tQ 
manufacture  from  the  cheapest  raw  material ;  and  if  aayr 
relief  was  to  be  given  to  the  West  Indies,  he  thought  it 
might  be  done  by  lowering  the  duties  on  sugar^  for  tten the 
people  could  eat  what  they  paid  for. 

Mr.  Hibbert  observed,  that  on  the  average  of  the  last 
eleven  years,  a  sum  of  four  millions  yearly  had  been  paid  t9 
the  enemy  for  corn.  Last  year  the  sum  was  seven  millions ; 
one  year  it  was  ten  millions  ;  but  on  the  whole  it  was  forty 
millions  and  upwards.  All  that  the  West-India  proprie* 
tors  asked  was,  to  be  let  into  one  fifth  of  this  Bum,  and  thie 
remaining  four  fifths  woukl,  he  contended,  be  sufficient  to 
encourage  agriculture.  There  was  no  measure  likely  to  be 
more  effectual  than  this  against  the  enemy;  who  ner^ 
impeded  the  export  of  grain  nor  had  any  objection  to 
receive  our  coin  and  bullion,  but  rigorously  excluded  all 
colonial  produce.  ^ 

Mr.  fV.  Tw/hr  considered  the  com  laws  and  the  distil- 
lery  laws  as  parts  of  one  system  of  laws.  Ever  since  tho 
revolution,  they  had  been  considered  in  that  light.  In 
various  periods  of  scarcity,  viz.  1699,  1757,  1795,  and 
1800,  the  export  of  corn  was  prohibited,  as  well  as  the  dis- 
tillation from  spirit.  He  did  not  wish  this  countrjr  to  be 
dependant  on  the  enemy ;  and  was  of  opinion^  that  instead 


of*  interfering  with  the  interests  of  agricultore,  at  they  would 
by  such  a  measure  as  this,  they  ought  to  encourage  the 
cultliration  of  com . 

Mr.  Fuller  stated  the  olyect  and  intention  of  this  mea- 
sure  to  be,  to  put  the  two  commodities,  sugar  and  corn, 
grown  by  British  planters  in  the  West  Indies  and  here,  on 
eqoal  terms  in  the  market*  It  was  not  in  contemplation  of 
the  right  hon.  ihe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  depress 
either  description  of  planters,  or  to  raise  the  other.— This 
was  only  meaut  as  an  experiment  for  one  year.  If  the  co- 
lonies were  to  be  ruined,  which  were  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  manufactures,  the  naval  means,  and  the 
ffeneral  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  burthen  they  now 
bear  to  be^tfaiowo  back  upon  tne  corn  and  potato  growers, 
what  would  become  of  the  country  f  The  French  Govern* 
mentknew  the  value  of  colonies,  and  by  sending  every  ship 
they  could,  clung  to  them  to  the  last.  Good  Good  I  (ex- 
claimed Mr.  Fuller)  why  do  you  not  see  and  imitate  what 
has  been  done  in  this  respect  by  that  wise  and  able  man  at 
the  head  of  that  Government  ?  (wise  and  able  he  is>  but  not 
good,  for  I  believe  him  to  be  the  greatest  villain  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.)  The  conduct  of  the  opposers  of  this 
Bill  was  said  to  arise  from  country-gentlemanship;  but  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  more  appropriately  designated  Jewish- 
ship,  viz.  that  they  might  ^et  their  $hent  per  $hent. 

Lord  Binning  observedj  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
gloomy  predictions  of  the  opposers  of  this  Bill,  at  the  time 
the  measure  of  180S  was  brought  forward,  the  enterprise  of 
farmers  had  not  declined :  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  fears  of  these  honourable  false  prophets  were  to  be 
received  with  considerable  caution.  This  measure,  as  well 
as  that,  was  founded  on  the  fact  of  a  lar^^'e  importation  of 
corn.  No  man  felt  more  strongly  than  he  did  the  claims 
of  the  WesU»Ind4a  proprietors  on  the  justice  of  that  House. 
He  was  persuaded  they  ought  to  be  let  into  a  competition 
with  the  foreign  corn-Un porter.  An  average  of  30«.  was  a 
eoDsideridtle  price  for  bai  ley ;  but  SSs.  was  n)uch  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  farmer  than  70s.  to  the  sugar-planter.  He 
did  aot  think  that  the  barley-growers  had  much  reason  to 
complain ;  and  on  the  whole  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
measure  ought  to  have  a  trial. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  denied  that  he  had  any 
partiality  for  sngar  more  than  for  grain.     Indeed,  in  a  po- 
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liiical  view,  he  might  rather  be  accused  of  favouring  the 
grain,  as  it  was  more  productive  to  the  revenue.  He  de- 
nied that  tills  measure  would  have  only  the  effect  of  wasting 
our  uiuney.  On  the  contrary,  it  went  to  save  grain  for  the 
^consumption  of  man  ;  it  went  to  enco  irage  our  coioQies^  to 
increase  our  seamen,  and  assist  our  navy  These  were  the 
political  consideratioiis  which  he  had, 'in  his  own  mind, 
balanced  against  the  loss  to  the  revenue,  of  which  tliis  mea- 
sure might  possibly  be  productive.  He  should  be  asliamed 
to  say  another  word  upon  a  subject,  which  had^bccu  already 
so  often  and  so  amply  discussed. 

Mr.  Marryatt  defended  the  Bill,  and   denied    that   it 
went  in   the  least  degree  towards  tbe  discouragf^metit  of- 
agriculture.  If  he  had  auy  bias,  it  oujihr  to  be  rather  against 
the  Bill,  because  he  was  a  landholder,  and  not  a  VVest-^ 
India  proprietor. 

The  House  then  divided — 

For  the  recommittal  -        -        -         66 

Against  it         -        -        -        -        -         31 

•  ____ 

Majority  -  -         35 

On  our  return,  we  found  the  House  in  a  Committee  on 
the  Bill,  which  it  went  through. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

"WEDNESDAY,    APRIL  10. 

In  a  Writ  of  Error  from  the  Court  of  King*s  Bencfi, 
^^  HoiFman  and  another  v.  Ellis,**  Mr.  Abbot  was  heard  for 
the  plaintiffs  in  error,  and  Mr.  Wilson  for  the  defendants 
in  error.  The  action  in  the  Court  below  was  on  a  bill  of 
exchange  made  payable  at  a  Banker's,  and  the  declaration 
averred  that  the  bill  had  bt-en  presented  *'  to"  the  Banker's, 
according  to  the  tenour  and  effect  of  the  acceptance.  The 
crcor  assigned  was,  that  it  oug^ht  to  have  averred  that  the 
bill  had  been  presented"  at  the  house"  oF  the  bankers. 

Lord  Enkinc  was  of  opinion,  that  the  averment  in  the 
declaration  was  sufficient,  as  the  proper  presentment  of  the 
'bill  must  have  been  in  proof,  or  else  the  plaintiff  below 
would  have  been  liable  to  a  nonsuit.  His  Lordship  moved, 
therefore,  to  affirm  the  judgment,  but  on  the  ground  that 
the  plaintiff  bad  sgcd  out  two  original  writs,  on  two  bills 
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of  exchange,  when  one  would  have  been  sofBcient  to  afErm 
without  costs  — Ordered.  ' 

The  Printers'  Bill,  some  local  and  private  Bills,  were 

brought  up  from  the  Commons  by  Sir  James  Graham,  Mr. 

Shaw  Li'fevre^  and  other  members,  and  read  a  first  time.— 

The  Printers*  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SPANISH    AaMIEB. 

Lord  Boringdon  rose,  to  give  notice  of  a  motion,  for 
some  day  after  the  recess,  for  Copies  of  Communications 
respecting  the  efforts  made  by  this  Government  to  induce 
the  Government  of  Spain  to  adopt  a  new  organization  for 
their  armies,  sim'dar  to  that  adopted  in  Portugal.  I  lis 
LfOrdihip  said,  he  was  induced  to  give  notice  of  this  mo- 
tion, in  consequence  of  the  ^reai  importance  of  liaving  duch 
an  organization  of  the  Spanish  armies,  the  extreme  incon- 
venience that  arose  from  the  want  of  it,  and  particularly 
from  the  circumstances  that  had  recently  happened,  more 
especially  the  surrender  of  Badajos,  without  any  adequate 
reastin  or  necessity.  He  trusted  that  some  pifins  would  be 
adopted  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  disastrous  aud  ca- 
lamitous events. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  admitted  the  great  importance  of 
a  new  organization  oHhe  Spanish  armies,  of  the  necessity 
of  which  his  Majesty's  Government  were  as  muci)  aware  as 
any  iudividgal  could  be.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
making  public  the  communications  mentioned  by  liis  noble 
friend  might  do  harm,  and  could  do  no  good.  No  etlorc 
would  be  wanting  on  thepart  of  Government  to  iiuluce  Uie 
Government  of  Spi^n  toadopt  a  new  organizaiioii  of  the 
Spanish  armies,  similar  to  that  of  Portugal ;  but  it  siiould 
be  recollected,  that  we  had  not  the  same  iuduence  in  Sp:iia 
that  we  had  in  Portugal,  where,  from  ancient  alliances,  and 
a  variety  of  circumstances  too  obvious  to  be  ueces»sary  la 
meution,  our  influence  was  much  greater  than  it  could  be 
in  Spain. 

.  Lord  Borins^don,  after  what  hnd  been  stated  by  hU  iio^ 
ble  friend  J  declined  naming  any  day  for  his  motion,  re>* 
serving  to  himself  to  bring  ito.i  or  not  as  be  sUuula  s<^e 
occasion.  » 

.Adjourned. 


:> 
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WBDNB8DAY,   APRIL   10. 
SUPPLY  .—-ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  PORTUGUESE. 

The  House  having;  formed  Itself  into  a  CotDOiittee  of 
Supply,  and  the  Messag^  from  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  for  assistance  to  the  Portuguese,  on  account 
of  the  distresses  suffered  by  tbeia  from  the  French »  having 
been  read, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke  in  substance  as 
follows: — In  rising  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  tb€ 
gracious  Message  which  has  been  now  read,  and  to  call 
i>pon  the  House  to  second  the  views  and  intentions  of  bis 
Royal  Highness,  views  not  only  congenial  to  bis  own  na* 
ture,  but  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  M'hom  he  represents, 
and  whom  he  governs,  I  shall  have  small  occasion  to  tres- 
pass long  on  the  attention  of  the  House.    There  is  not,  I 
am  persuaded^  one  man  in  the  country  who  is  not  willing 
to  contribute  his  share  to  carry  into  effect  this  measure, 
which  is  equally  recommended  by  considerations  of  policy 
and  justice.     lean  scarcely  conceive  any  motive  to  exist 
for  the  assistance  of  any  country,  which  does  not  exist  on 
the  present  occasion.     Whether  we  allow  ourselves  to  be 
guided  by  a  narrow  policy— whether  we  judge  of  the  mea« 
sure  by  the  rules  of  a  more  enlightened  policy—- or  whether 
we  consider  it  in  the  light  of  a  moral  duty— all  these  views 
combine  to  recommend  it  to  us  for  our  adoptioih    If  1  am 
asked,  what  are  the  motives  whicE"  cull, upon  us  to  adopt 
this  measure,  1  answer/ first,  the  wants  of  the  Portaguese 
people,  and  in  the  second  place,  their  merits.     I  should 
wish  that  assistance  should  be  given  to  a  people  who  have  a 
claim  on  our  affections,  and  to  a  people  who  will  be  highly 
gratified  by  that  assistance ;  and  more  than  all  I  sboold 
wish  it,  because  I  conceive  it  to  be  due  to  our  own  charac« 
ter.   I'hese  are  motives  singly  sufficient  to  tnfiuence  09,  and 
when  combined,  ou^ht  surely  to  render  the  pi^sent  appli* 
Catipn  successful.     1  have  in  my  hand  an  extract  from  a 
letter  from  Lord  Wellington  to  Lord  Liverpool,  dated  the 
§7lh  of  Ociober  last  year,  immediately  after  the  battle  pf 
Busaco,  which,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  I  shall  read, 
as  it  throws  a  particular  light  on  the  subject  now  under  our 
Consideration.     [Here  he  read  the  extract,  the  substance 
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of  which  was^  that  unfortuDately  at  the  time  of  the  Trench 
inTasion^  the  harvest  of  Indian  corn,  on  which  the  inha* 
bitants  principaily  relied  for  subsistence,  was  not  carried  off 
the  gronnd^  and  was  almost  totally  destroyed ;  that  when 
the  French  should  be  obliged  to  withdraw  their  army  from 
the  country,  the  greatest  distress  would  be  experienced  by 
those  parts  of  it  through  which  thej  should  puss;  that  as 
Great  Britain  had  on  former  occasions  given  assistance  to 
nations  in  her  alliance,  and  to  this  nation  in  particular, 
there  never  was  an  occasion  when,  from  the  sufferings  and 
the  merits  of  the  people,  that  assistance  was  more  neces- 
aary;  declaring,  that  he  scarcely  knew  of  one  instance 
where  eren  the  lowest  individual  had  had  communication 
with  the  enemy  contrary  to  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
own  Soverrign ;  and  concluding  with  recommending  the 
Portuguese  in  a  very  warm  manner  to  the  assistance  of 
Great  Britain,  when  the  retreat  of  the  French  army  should 
render  it  necessary.J     I  will  not  call  the.attention  of  the 
House  to  the  modesty  with  which  the  noble  Lord  expresses 
himself  on  thesabject  of  the  French  retreat^  or  to  tne  dis- 
tinctness with  which  he  had  in  view  that  event,  as  it  has 
since  happened.    Here  there  is  no  anticipation  of  brilliant 
Tictories-^no  boasting  of  the  destruction  of  the  great  ar- 
mies poured  into  Portugal — but  the  contemplation  of  the 
evacuation  of  that  country  by  the  enemy,  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  actually  happened.    However,  it  was  not  with 
tlie  view  of  illustrating  the  merits  of  the  gallant  General 
that  I  read  the  extract  from  his  letter,  but  for  the  sake  of 
adducing  his  testimony  to  the  wants  and  to  the  merits  of 
the  Portuguese  people.    I  cannot  help,  however,  remark- 
ing, that  it  must  be  a  most  gratifying  circumstance  to  those 
wno  feel  an  interest  in  whatever  concerns  that  noble  Lord, 
to  learn  that  in  the  midst  of  those  great  endeavours  which 
he  was  then  making,  in  the   midst  of  all   the  militarv 
Arrangements  with  which  his  time  must  have  been  so  mucn 
occupied,  he  could  spare  time  to  think,  and  to  think  deeply, 
of  the  necessities  and  the  personal  accommodation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  which  he  was  so  gallantly  de- 
fending, and.  that  he  was  not  alone  considering  their  pre- 
^nt  distresses,  but  that  he  was  looking  forward  to  the  day 
when  these  distresses  would  be  augmented.    Bnl  if  that  dis- 
tress was  a  cause  and  motive  of  claim  at  that  period,  what 
must  it  now  be?    At  that  time  the  noble  Lord  had  expe-* 
fenced  the  merits^  and  acknowledged  the  deserts  of  the 
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Portuguese.  He  had  then  also  seen  the  distresses  which 
ihey  had  suffered  from  the  French  army,  their  country  the 
scene  of  plunder  and  devastation;  but  he  had  not  then  ex- 
perienced, as  he  has  recently  done,  the  merits  of  the  miii- 
lary,  as  well  as  of  the  general  population  ;  nor  had  he  wit- 
nessed the  scenes  of  barbarity  which  have  taken  place- 
during  the  retreat  of  the  French  army.  The  distresses  of 
the  Portui^uese  were  now  infiiiitely  more  severe  than  at  the 
period  when  Lord  Wellington  wrote.  Were  it  only  there- 
fore to  gratify  such  a  Commander,  it  might  alone  be  no 
inconsiderable  motive  for  the  House  to  accede  to  the  present 
measure;  and  that  this  is  earnestly  wished  for  by  his  Koyal 
Highness,  is  also  a  circumstance  which  I  have  nt>  doubt 
will  operate  with  the  House  in  its  fiivour.  ,  It  was  no  unna- 
tural wish  in  that  e^'alted  personage,  as  he  had  been  so  for- 
tunate during  the  short  period  of  his  nduiinistr.ition,  as  to 
witness  such  a  variety  of  iiislances  oF  the  most  brilliant  and 
heroic  achievements  pci  formed  by  the  spirit  and  valour  of 
his  armies — (Hear  IJ-^whtiher  we  look  U)  the  capture^  of 
Banda,  or  the  recent  almost  romantic  defence  of  Anholl-^ 
or  a  more  important  achievement -for  the  inierCAts  of  thi» 
country,  the  capture  of  the  Isle  of  France— ^or  the  success 
which  attended  the  British  arms  under  General  Graham,  at 
the  battle  of  Biirrosa — or  to  the  last  and  greatest  of  all  in 
consequence,  the  evacuation  of.the  kingdom  of  Portugal — 
events  which,  within  so  short  a  space,  have  accumulated 
such  a  mass  of  glory  on  the  country  under  the  Prince  Re- 
gent— that  his  Royal  Highness  should  be  glad  also  to  dis» 
tinguish  his  administration  by  a  great  act  of  benevolence 
and  national  humanity. — {Hear!) — 'I'he  House  would  be 
cold  indeed  if  they  should  refuse  to  second  so  generous  a 
wish.  This  measure  will  be  not  merely 'gratifying  to  Lord 
Wellington,  hut  it  will  be  gratifying  to  the  whole  English 
army;  for  when  the  English  army  surrounded  Lisbon,  it  is 
well  known  that  the  support  of  the  English  officers  to  the 
unfortunate  people  who  were  driven  to  take  refuge  in  that 
city,  was  manifested  in  the  most  striking  manner.  ( Hear  I) 
Surely,  then,  the  representatives  ,of  the  people  of  England 
will  not  be  the  last  persons  to  give  assistance  to  their  dis^ 
tressed  allies.  But  if  this  assistance  were  not  equally  recocn- 
ineoded  to  us  by  our  interest,  our  policy,  and  our  duty,  it 
is  recommended  to  us  by  another  most  impoitant  consider- 
ation. By  our  conduct  at  this  time,  we  shall  not  only 
gain  to  U8  the  affections  of  the  people  of  that  couutry,  bu^ 
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the  same  fate;  and  there  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  coun- 
try, of  anj  class  or  description,  who  has  had  any  dealing 
or  communication  with  the  French  army»  who  has  not  bad 
reason  to  repent  of  it«  and  to  complain  of  them/' 

He  afterwards  makes  this  memorable  remark"— *'  It  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  the  example  of  what  has  occurred  in  this 
country,  will  teach  the  people  of  this  and  of  other  nations, 
what  value  they  ought  to  place  on  such  promises  and  assa* 
ranees,  and  that  there  is  no  security  for  life,  or  for  any  thing 
which  renders  life  valuable,  excepting  in  decided  resistance 
to.the  enemy." 

This  might  be  enough  to  show  the  odious  conduct  of  our 
enemy,  if  it  were  necessary  to  do  so;  but  what  is  wanted  is 
a  great  and  notorious  contrast  to  that  conduct,  and  such  a 
coutrast  will,  I  trust,  be  afforded  by  the  vote  of  this  day. 
Whatever  be  the  result  of  the  events  which  have  taken 
place  in  Portugal ;  whether  the  retreat  of  Massena,  accord* 
mg  to  the  expectation  of  the  noble  General,  shall  be  a 
retreat  without  a  return;  or  whether,  as  is  thought  by 
others,  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  enemy's  forces 
sbaii  be  soon  sent  back;  or  whether  any  other  unforeseen 
event  takes  place,  this  measure  will  be  equally  politic.  It 
will  show  in  a  decided  manner  the  advantages  of  British 
connection  compared  with  French  connection.  (Heart) 
But  its  effects  will  not  be  confined  to  Portugal  alone ;  it  will 
operate  generally  throughout  Europe,  and  throughout  the 
world.  It  will  show  how  falsely  we  have  been  calumni* 
ated,  and  how  little  credit  is  due  to  the  assertions  of  our 
enemy.  But  in  addition  to  this,  we  have  to  look  to  a  still 
higher  motive.  It  will  mark  our  gratitude  to  the  superin* 
tending  Providence  of  the  great  Giver  of  Victories,  who  has 
permitted  the  spirited  valour  of  our  armies  to  accomplish 
such  brilliant  achievements,  and  in  whose  sight  an  act  of 
this  nature  may  prove  not  unacceptable,  and  may  procure 
to  us  a  contmuance  of  his  countenance  and  support. 
(Hear!)  Ail  these  objects  combined  ought  certainly  to 
operate  upon  us  in  the  strongest  manner.  It  will  be  diffi« 
cult  indeed  to  resist  the  united  current  of  so  many  motives* 
From  what  has  taken  place  in  another  House,  1  can  only 
anticipate  one  objection  to  the  measure — that  the  sum  to 
be  voted  is  less  than  the  occasion  requires* — But  I  was  de- 
sirous, in  bringing  forward  a  measure  of  this  sort,  that  a  tem- 
perate view  should  be  taken ;  that  we  should  not  appear  to 
give  away  that  which  was  of  small  value  to  ourselves^  but 
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tbal  bj  the  manner  in  which  the  aisistance  was  giTeo»  we 
ahoald  appear  sensible  of  the  value  of  what  we  gave^  and  of 
its  importance  to  this  country  as  well  as  to  the  country  to 
which  it  was  given.  1  hope,  tbeilv  that  itio  House  will  have 
DO  hesitation  in  going  along  with  me,  in  the  vote  which  t 
am  about  to  move  for,  namely,  that  a  snm  not  exceeding 
100,0002.  be  granted  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  towama  the  assistance  of  the  Portuguese,  Arc. 

Mr.  Ponsonoi/,  in  secouding  the  motioo,  said,  that  he 
entirely  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
should  most  cheerfully  concur  with  him  in  the  measure 
which  he  proposed.  He  thought  that  measure  was  due  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  to  the  magnanimity  of 
Great  Britain.  {Hear I)  Tiie  me.isure  was  not  more  for 
the  honour  than  for  the  interest  of  the  country ;  and  tlie 
only  circumstance  which  he  regretted  was,  that  the  va^ 
expenditure  of  this  country  was  such  that  it  should  limh  the 
assistance  to  such  a  small  sum. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to  unanimously. 

ADDBESS   TO   THE   PRfNOe  REGENT* 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Perceval^  an  humble  Address  was 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  his  Rc^ai  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  praying  that  be  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
order  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  extract  from  -sl 
Jette/'  from  Lord  Viscount  Wellington  to  the  Earl  of  Liver* 
pool,  3ated  October  £7,  1810. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  GOMMOKS. 

THURSDAY,  A>R1L  II. 

The  Tessera  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tiuie 
on  Monday  se'nnight. 

Tiie  Distillery  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Bill  for  giving  security  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland  for 
advances  made  to  the  merchants^  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Tuesday  se*nnight. 

Tiie  House  was  summoned  to  attend  the  House  of  Peers, 
when  the  Royal  assent  was  given,  by  commission^  to  the 
Militia  Enlistment  Bill,  aad  several  private  Bills. 

Vol.  UU— 1811.  D 
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BULLION  EBPOBT. 

Mr»  Homer  rose  for  tbe  purpose  of  putting  tbe  House  in 
possession  of  tbe  general  nature  of  tbe  Resolutions  which  he 
intended  to  move  after  the  recess.     His  main  object  would 
be  to  embody,  in  tbe  shape  of  resolutions,  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  the  Committee  in  the  BuUiop  Report.     He 
intended  first  to  state^  in  certain  resolutions,  their  opinion  of 
the  law  and  established  policy  of  the  country  with.respect  to 
its  lawful  currency.    Secondly,  he  meant  to  state  his  opi* 
nion,  that  a  deviation  had  taken  place  in  the  actual  cur* 
rency  from  that  which  was  by  law  a  legal  tender  in  pay^ 
ments,  and  to  state  what  appeared  to  bim.  the  causes  of  this 
deviation.    He  should  then  proceed  to  state  IieHoIutions» 
partly  from  facts  and  partly  tvom  opinions,  with  Respect  to 
the  state  of  foreign  exchanges,  in  which  he  would  take  no- 
tice both  of  tbe  evil  and  its  causes.    To  remedy  these  evils. 
be  would  propose  Resolutions  declaring  that  the  only  l^gal 
tender  fur  sums  above  twelve  pence  was  silver  or  gold  coin  i 
tbe  mlver  coin  to  be  of  tbe  standard  fineness  of  11  oz* 
2  dwt.  of  fine  silver,  mixed  with  18  dwt.  of  aUoy ;  and  the  ^ 
gold  of  11  oz.  of  pure  gold,  mixed  with  one  ounce  of  alloy, 
which  should  be  coined  into  44  guineas  and  a  half.     It   . 
would  be  proposed  in  the  resolutions,  to  declare  tbe  times 
when  the  value  of  the  different  coins  were  fixed  by  procla- 
mation, and  when  gold  became  the  only  legal  tender  for 
sums  exceeding  25/.     He  would  also  propose  a  Resolution, 
*  that  the  money  value  ofsums  stipulated  to  be  paid  can  only 
be  measured  by  gold  and  silver  coin  of  standard  fineness. 
That  ]Q  consequence  of  the  length  of  time  that  the  Bank 
had  been  restricted  from  paying  in  specie,  their  promissory 
notes  had  now  ceased  to  represent  gold  and  silver  of  stanci- 
ard  fineness  equal  to  the  sums  expressed  in  them.    That  it 
.was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  at  tbe  time  of  the 
Bank  rebtriction,  there  was  no  intention  of  altering  the 
money  value  of  their  notes;  but  that  in  consequence  of  the 
restriction,  this  value  had  been  altered,  by  an  abundant  and 
excessive,  issue  of  promis^tory  notes  both  of  tbe  Bank  of 
England  and  of  the  Country  Banks.     That  it  also  appeared 
to  the  Committee,  that  the  exchange  had  been  for  a  lonp^ 
time  unfavourable  to  this  country  in  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree ;  and  although  the  war  must  have  contributed  much 
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to  this  effect,  it  appeared  to  them  that  it  was  principally 
owing  to  the  depreciated  state  of  oar  currency  as  compared 
with  foreign  currencies.  That  it  appeared  to  them,  that 
the  only  adeqaate  and  effectual  remedy  would  be  restoring' 
the  legal  convertibiliiy  of  Bank  paper  into  gold  or  silver 
coio,  upon  demand.  It  would  be  therefore  proposed  to  alter 
the  Act  which  now  continues  the  restriction  ob  the  Bank 
until  six  months  after  the  definitive  peace,  and  to  make  it 
last  for  the  space  of  two  years  only.  In  this  statement  he 
did  not  n>ean  to  pledge  himself  that  his  Resolutions  should 
be  in  the  exact  words  that  he  bad  mentioned;  but  he  hoped 
tbe  statement  would  be  sufficient  to  put  the  House  in  pos- 
session of  t&e  general  line  that  he  should  adopt. 

.  TAe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sHxd  that  he  woald  cer* 
tainJy  stiTl  be  at  lil>erty  to  alter  the  wording  of  the  Resolu- 
ttonS)  and  that  the  House  could  not  claim  from  him  any 
further  explanation.  He  thought^  however,  that  it  would 
he  a  gfe^t  convenience  to  many  Members,  if  tbe  precise 
Resolutions  which  were  to  be  moved,  were  communicated 
some  days  before  the  discussion. 

3f r.  Homer  had  no  objection ;  but  thought  that  for  the 
same  reason,  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  or  those  Who 
intended  to  move  any  Counter-resolutions,  should  also  com- 
municate them  in  a  similar  manner. 

ITic  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  acquiesced  in  the  sug- 
gestion. 

HIS  majesty's  health. 

^  Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  brought  up  the  following  commu* 
Bication  respecting  his  Majesty ^s  health :— • 

Queen's  Lodge^  Windsor,  April  6,  181 1. 

Present,  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  Ear' 
Winchilsea,  Earl  of  Aylesford,  Lord  Eldon,  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  Sir  W.  Grant  (the  Duke  of  Montrose  being  absent 
on  account  of  indisposition). 

•*  We,  the  Members  of  the  Council,  here  present,  ap- 
pointed to  assist  her  Majesty  in  the  execution  of  the  trust 
committed  to  her  Majesty,  by  virtue  of  the  Statute  passed 
in  the  SIst  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  entitled, '  An  Act  to 
provide  for  the  Administration  of  the  Royal  Authority,  and 
for  the  care  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Person  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  bis  Majesty's  illness;  and  for  the  resumption  of 
the  exercise  of  the  Royal  Authority  by  his'Majesty ;'  hav- 
»g  called  befoie  lis  and  examined  on  oath  the  physicians 
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and  otbcT  Dersons  atteDclant  on  bit  Majesty,  and  having 
asceitained  the  state  of  bis  Majesty's  health  by  such  other 
ways  and  means  as  appear  to  us  to  be  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose^  do  hereby  declare  tt>e  state  of  his  Majesty ^s  heakfa,  at 
the  time  of  this  our  meeting,  as  follows:— 

^  That  the'  indi|positioo  with  which  his  Ma^sty  was 
afflicted  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  said  Act,  does  still 
so  far  exist,  that  his  Majesty  is  not  yet  restored  to  such  a 
state  of  health  as  to  be  capable  of  resaming  the  personal 
exercise  of  bis  Royal  Authority.  * 

^'  That  bis  Majesty  appears  to  have  made  material  pro« 
grj^ss  towards  recovery  since  the  passing  of  the  Act ;  and 
that  all  bis  Majesty's  physicians  continue  to  express  tbeic 
expectations  of  such  recovery." 

(Signed)      €.  CANTCAB.  ELDO'l^ 

J. EBKR  ELLENBOROUOH 

WU«€HlL8BA  W*  QUANT* 
ATLESFORO 


Mr*  Secretary  Hydcr  brought  up  a  copy  of  the  letter 
which  was  moved  for  yesterday,  from  Lord  Wellington  to 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  dated  October  27,  1810.  - 

Mr.  Canning  took  that  opportunity  of  making  a  few  ob« 
scrvations.  He  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  adding  any 
thing  to  the  general  expressioii^or  triumph  and  exultation 
at  the  successful  issue  oF  the  campaign  in  Portugal.  He 
rose  principally  because  be  himself  had  not  long  ago  been 
rebuked  in  that  House  by  Members  who  always  looked 
with  despondency  at  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula,  for  having 
professed  hopes  that  were  too  sanguine,  and  expectations 
which  were  exaggerated.  There  were  some  considerations 
arising  out  of  tite  letter  which  was  now  presented,  that  it 
would  be  well  if  gentlemen  were  to  imprint  upon  their 
minds.  In  this  letter  Lord  Wellington  bore  the  most  am- 
ple testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he  was  seconded  by 
the  whole  Portuguese  nation.  Now  it  had  been  the  ftsbioa 
in  this  country  before  that  time  -to  abuse  the  Portuguese  na* 
tlon,  and  to  argue,  from  the  hopelessness  of  our  elForts  being 
seconded,  that  this  country  should  relax  its  exertions,  and 
afford  but  a  very  limited  assistance  to  the  Peninsula.  What 
"Would  those  who  held  that  language  formerly,  think  of  the 
recent  conduct  of  th^  Portuguese?    Even  agallant  Generttl 


(General  FergoMon)  had  despurfd  of  cflectmil  Mtiftai 
lieiog  to  be  derived  from  Portagueae  troops,    llmt  gal«l 
I  I«nt  General  bad^howener,  since  come  forward,  and  madnj 

a  noble  recaitiation  of  the  error  of  his  former  opioioD>  m  a 
maDDer  that  redonaded  highly  to  his  honour.  The  sama 
Unlind  %nd  disparaging  expressions  which  were  formerijr  ! 
applied  to  the  Portuguese,  are  now  applied  to  the  Spa^  ^ 
niards*  It  was  unkind,  and  it  could  produce  n9  good 
eflfect,  for  gentlemen  to  represent  the  Spaniards  as  worth* 
less  auxiliaries.  To  persuade  a  newly-raised  army  that 
i ,  they  are  worthier,  is  a  method  of  making  them  so.    We 

I  should  not  forget  the  many  instances  of  noble  courage  and 

persererance  which  had  been"  exhibited  by  the  Spaniard* 
during  the  proent  contest,  and  great  allowanoes  ought  la 
be  made  for  a  country  without  a  regular  government  or 
military  organization.  He  was  not  afraid  of  being  agaia 
rebuked  as  too  sanguine,  when  he  declared  his  firm  ho{ics 
that  success  would  finally  crown  the  exertions  of  our  allies 
throughout  the  whole  Peninsula.  {Hear !  hear  /)  Should 
that  event  take  place^  what  recantation  of  their  errors  would 
tliose  persons  be  prepared  to  make,  who  had  so  long  re- 
proached the  whole  Spanish  nation  for  evils  which  only 
proceeded  from  a  defective  organization  ?  He  wished  tliat 
all  those  who  were  disposed  to  speak  lightly  of  the  Spanish 
-  nation,  would  remember  what  character  was  formerly  given 
to  the  Portuguese,  and  yet  how  nobly  they  bad  acted  on 
the  late  trying  occasion.  This  consideration  should  mnke 
liberal  men  hesitate  before  they  form  ill  opinions  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  other  part  of  the  Peninsula.  As  he  coiui« 
dered  that  the  abase  which  was  now  commonly  thrown  out 
against  the  Spaniards  was  undeserved,  as  it  could  answer  no 
one  good  purpose,  but  might  be  productive  of  a  great  deal 
of  evil,  he  had  taken  the  present  opportunity  of  stating 
those  sentiments  to  the  House. 

The  letter  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANK  TOKENS. 

il/r.  Manning  rose  to  state^  that  the  Bank  w^re  now 
stamping  a  very  considerable  number  of  dollars,  wtiich 
would  be  issued  in  about  a  fortnight,  at  bs.  6d.  each.  1  hose 
persons,  therefore,  would  find  themselves  much  mistaken 
who  expected  to  gain  any  thing  by  withholding  dollars 
from  circulation.  He  would  have  wished  to  have  niade 
tli^^  statement  in  the  presence  of  a  noble  Lord  (l!!ord  Folke* 
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[one),  but  as  he  was  not  then  in  the  House,  he  thought  it 
ight  to  state  it  now,  that  a  wrong  impression  should  not 
!cnain  on  the  public  mind  during  the  recess. 
The  other  orders  of  the  House  being  disposed  of,  the 
Bhvi^e  adjourned  to  Wednesday  se'nnignt 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAT,   APRIL  24. 
CAMPAIGN     IN     PORTUGAL. 

i  The  Earl  ofLherpool  gave  notice,  that  it  being'now  as- 
certained that  Portugal  was  completely  evacuated  by  ihe 
enemy,  with  the  exception  of  the  fortress  of  Almeida,  he 
should  on  Friday  move  the  Thanks  of  the  House  to  Lord 
yiFcourit  Wellington,  and  the  Army  under  his  command* 
-—The  Lords  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  for  Friday. 

CitlMINAL  LAW.  . 

The  five  Criminal  Law  Bills  were,  on  the  motion  of  the 
JE(^rl  'of  Lauderdahf  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
on  Wednesday  the  15lb  of  May,  and  the  Lords  to  be  sum* 
noned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMOiNS- 

WEDNESDAY,    APRIL  34. 
IRISH    LOAN. 

Mr*  Perceval  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means* 

The  Speaker  having  accordingly  left  the  Chair, 
iJr.  Foster  rose  to  state  the  terms  on  which  the  Irish 
Loan  had  been  raised.  It  would  be  quite  unnecessary  for 
him  to  say  much  on  the  subject.  He  had  only  to  state, 
that  Government  had  succeeded  in  raising  the  Llsan  in  Ire- 
land. The  terms  on  which  it  had  been  contracted  for  were 
these  :— 

For  every  100/.  -  ISO/.  0*.     3f  per  cent.     Interest  4/.  4^. 
11/.  5s.  Treasury  Bills        •        Interest    111. 

4/.  I5«. 
So  that  the  whole  had  been  raised  at  an  interest  of  4/.  I5.v. 
per  cent,  whicb^  in  the  present  circumstances  of  Ireland^ 
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coold  DOt  bat  be  regarded  as  a  yery  advantageous  bargain 
for  the  poblic.  He  then  moved  resolutions,  that  it  vraa 
expedient  to  raise  two  and  a  half  millions  by  way  of 
annuities  for  the  service  of  Ireland,  and  on  the  ternu  above 
staled. 

Resolutions  agreed  to,  and  Report  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Fatter  moved  for  a  Copy  of  the  Surrender  of  the 
Irish  Butlerage  and  Prizage  of  wines  into  the  hands  of  bis 
Majesty. — Ordered* 

BULLION   RBPOET. 

Mr.  Vaimttart  stated  bis  intention  to  propose  Resolu- 
tions on  the  subject  of  the  Bullion  Report  on  Monday,  in 
case  those  of  bis  honourable  and  learned  friend,  Mr. 
Horoer^  should  not  be  adopted.  Having  only  very  iateir 
seen  the  Resolutions  of  his  honourable,  and  learned  friencfy 
be  was  not  prepared  as  yet  to  state  exactly  what  the  nature 
of  his  own  Resolutions  would  be,  but  he  would  read  them  to 
the  House  on  Friday,  after  which  they  might  be  printed,  so 
as  to  be  in  the  hands  of  members  previous  to  the  discussion. 
In  the  mean  time  he  was  desirous  that  some  facts  already 
sufficiently  notorious,  should  be  brougl^t  formally  under 
the  view  of  the  House,  and  would  therefore  move  for  some 
papers — First,  An  Account  of  the  number  of  Bank  Notes 
in  circulation  between  February  and  August  I785*6. — ^2d, 
The  average  amount  in  circulation  in  l7sy,  1800-1*9. — 3d, 
An  Account  of  the  average  amount  between  1797  aad  i8IO« 
^— 4th,  An  Account  of  the  quantity  of  Gold  coined  from 
the  Revolation  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  rej^«  Or« 
dered. — He  ne;^t  moved  for  a  Report  presented  by  the 
Comptrollers  of  Army  Accounts  in  1811,  inclosing  state* 
meots  of  the  Exchange  at  various  periods.  Thit)  would 
shew  the  riAe  of  Bullion  and  depression  of  the  Exchange  in 
the  rci^Ti  of  Queen  Anne. 

Sir  John  Newport  remarked,  that  these  were  cased  for 
at  BO  late  a  period,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  \m  ho- 
nourable and  learned  friend  to  avail  himself  of  viiatever 
light  they  might  throw  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Vamittart  said  ihey  were  matters  of  notoriet?.  Gen* 
tiemen  mielit,  by  glancing  over  one  page,  see  the  situation 
of  the  exchanges  at  different  periods. 

3/r.  Tieriuy  said,  thatihough  the  honourable  geitlemaa 
wished  to  elucidate  his  own  view  of  the  subject  frob  these 
papers^  others  might  see  cause  to  use  tliem  for  the  4ucidd<« 
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tion  of  another  view.  He  did  not  rerose  to  ^nnt  the 
paper»  however— but  the  time  even  fof  the  consideration 
of  the  honoanble  gentleman's  Resolotions  was  very  short* 
He  was  as  anxious  as  any  one  that4be  House  should  come 
to  a  speedj  decision  on  this  suhject-^but,  at  the  same  time» 
it  was  necessar J  that  they  should  be  thoropghly  aware  of 
whatever  was  to  be  proposed  on  either  side.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleflnafi  then  intended  'to  propose  Resolutions  con- 
trary to  those  of  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr. 
Horner),  and  could  not  state  them  till  Friday^  he  suggested 
whether  it  might  not  be  advisable  at  once  to  delay  thc^dis- 
cussion  for  a  day  or  two* 

Mr,  Perceval  admitted  there  was  some  weight  in  what 
had  beeii  said  by  the  kon.  gentleman,  but  he  thought  it 
better  to  wait  till  they  heard  what  the  Resolutions  of  his 
hon.  friend  were  kfore  they  postponed  the  discussion. 
Finding  that  the  view  taken  ot  the  subject  by  his  hon.  friend 
(Vansittart)  coincided  with  his  own,  he  had  requested  him 
to  draw  up  Resolutions  accordingly,  and  it  had  so  hap« 
pened,  that  this  was  the  earliest  nioiQent  he  could  apprize 
the  House  of  his  intention. 

Mr.Tiemey  spoke  only  on  the  supposition  that  they 
were  to  he  the  contrary  oi  those  proposed  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend.  If  iliey  should  turn  oul  unexpectediy  not 
to  be  sci|  certainly  the  foundation  of  his  suggestion  would 
be  gooa. 

Mr.  Thornton  thought  that  there  should  be  the  earliest 
notice  ffiven  of  Resolutions  of  such  great  and  acknowledged 

feneral  importance  as  those  to  be  proposed  by  the  right 
on.  gentleman.  He  did  not  accuse  the  right  hpn.  gentle* 
man  of  taking  the  House  by  surprise— very  far  from  it; 
but  stijl  it  was  to  be  lamented  that  they  were  not  already 
before  the  public^  in  order  to  enable  them  to  form  a  fair 
judgment  upon  them,  compared  with  those  from  which 
they  were  avowed  so  materially  to  differ.  It  mi^ht  too 
operate  rather  unexpectedly  on  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
who  was  not  then  in  town,  nor  couid  be,  he  believed,  before 
some  time  in  the  forenoon  of  Monday. 

Jiff.  HtUkuton  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Resolutions 
might  be  ready  for  printing  on  Friday. 

Mr*  Fansittart  pled'ged  himw'lf  that  nothing  shoukl  lie' 
wantiasTon  his  part  to  put  thera  in  every  state  of  forward- 
ncss.-«-The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. — Adjourned. 


AniLjSS.j  SXCHVQUBft  BILLS.  V 

HOUSE  OF  CX)MMONS. 

THUB&BAT,  APB1L  25. 
£XCMEQU£R    BILLS, 

Mr.  Marryott  trusted  that  Tery  few  observations  would 
be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  House  of  the  expediency  of  grant* 
in^  the  infermatioa  for  which  he  was  about  io  move. 
There  were  already  before  the  House,  official  documents 
which  shewed  that  the  amount  of  Bank-notes  in  circulation, 
for  the  fi>ar  years  preceding  the  Bank  restriction*  varied 
from  11  millions  to  13  millions,  aod  that  at  the  period  im« 
mediately   preceding    the   restriction,  they  amounted  to 
6,640,000/.  and  that  the  amount  of  their  issue  last  January 
amounted  to  between  £3  and  d4  millions.     It  was  needless 
to  comment  upon  the  mischievous  effects  of  an  excessive 
paper  currency,  not  convertible  into  specie.    The  conse- 
'quences  have  already  been  felt  in  an  un precedent^  diffe- 
i^ce  between  the  mint  price  and  the  market  price  of  Bullion, 
sod  in  an  equally  unprecedented  depreciation  in  the  rate  of 
our   foreii^n  exchange.     The  Bank,  however,  contended 
that  the  amount  of  tneir  notes  in  circulation,  was  no  proof 
of  their  excessive  issue,  that  that  amount  had  no  connexion 
with  the  price  of  bullion,  or  the  rate  of  the  foreign  exchange^ 
and  that  therefore  all  these  effects  must  be  traced  to  other 
^uses;  iadeed,  on  a  late  occasion^  the  Deputy  Governor  of 
the  Bank,  rather  ungrate fullj^,  considering  how  indulgent 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  have  ever  been  to  the  excessive  issue 
of  Bank-notes',  rather  ungratefully  recriminated .  on  them, 
and  imputed  the  two  latter  of  those  evils  to  an  unfavourable 
balance  of  trade  and  payments  occasioned  by  the  excessive 
issue  of  licences.  He  so  far  agreed  with  that  honourable  gen- 
tleman in  thinking  with  him,  that  the  excessive  issue  of 
licences  had  much  of  these  evils  to  answer  for ;   and  he  con* 
scientioBsly  believed  that  a  short  Bill^  containing  a  similar 
clause,  and  enacting  that  the  room  in  which  the  Ixnds  of 
Trade  and  Plantations  held  their  sittings  should  be  locked 
npy'and  the  key  laid  npon  the  table  of  that  House  (a  laugh) 
containing  also  a  similar  clause  respecting  the  apartments 
in  which  the  Bank  Directors  carried  on  their  manufactory 
of  notes,— be  conscientiously  believed  that  such  a  Bill  by 
pte?enting  the  excessive  issue  both  of  notes  and  licences, 
vould  be  one  of  the  most  useful  acts  that  could  pass  (hat 
House :  but^  leaving  bis  Majesty's  Ministers  and  the  Bank 
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Directors  to  scffle  between  (heipsclves  llie  precise  quota  of 
blame  which  each  ought  to  bear^  he  should  pass  on  to'ob* 
serve,  that  the  first  sreat  eril  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
iiamrly,  the  rapid  advance  in  the  price  0f  all  commodities, 
was  the  indisputable  effect  of  the  yast  increase  of  a  circula- 
ting medium  not  conyertibleinto  specie,  and  amply  justified 
him  in  brinfiring  fnrvfcinJ  thai  ar  any  motion  which,  by 
ilficidating  the  condcrf  of  the  Bank  Directors,  could  haVe 
a  tendency  to  check  the  evil  ijiseif.  To  deny  the  amount  of 
notef(  in  circulation  was  impossible  :  but  the  point  on  vhich 
the  Bank  rested  their  justification  was,  that  they  did  not 
force  a  single  note  into  circulation. — ^Thi^was  the  eridence 

fiven  by  both  the  Dr  puty  Governor  and  Governor  of  the 
anfc  :  it  had  been  repeated  in  all  the  various  pamphlets  ad<* 
yocaung  the  interests  of  the  Ban!:  ;  it  bad  been  again  urged 
by  the  present  Deputy  Governor  (Mr.  Manning)  in  the  late 
debate  respecting  Bank  di«coimts ;  but  he  would  ask^  how 
did  that  apply  to  the  motion  then  before  thtm  ?  Ho  asserted, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  since  one  great  branch  of 
the  bubiness  of  tJie  Bank  of  England  had  fallen  oflF,  he  meant 
their  mercantile  discounts  (owing  to  the  unfortunate  failure 
of  so  many  of  their  best  customers  in  t'^iat  line),  ihey  had  very 
much  extended  another  branch  of  their  business,  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  Exchequer-bills  in  the  open  market.  Would 
it  be  coiitend/>d  that  in  issuing  notes  for  these  porpose8|. 
they  did  not  force  their  notes  into  circulation  ?  Not  a 
note  more  was  in  circulation  than  the  actual  wants  of 
the  country  require?  Whose  wants  called  upon  them  Xq 
make  these  issues  of  their  notes?  What  but  their  own 
necessifioF,  or  rather  their  determination  not  to  let  their  pro- 
fits diminish  as  long  as  ever  the  Bank  restriction  remained  in 
Ibrce?  This  practice  appeared  to  him  to  be  higltl^  ezcep* 
tionable  on  various  accounts :  in  the  first  place*  it  was  not 
.  one  ot  those  objects  for  which  the  Bank  of  England  had  been 
originally  established.  Those  objects  were  declared  in  the 
Act  of  the  incorporation  to  be,  tlie  discounting  of  bills  and 
the  buying  and  'selling  of  bullion  and  foreign  coin.  This 
i&ct,  however,  not  only  directed  what  the  Bank  should  do^ 
but  prohibited  what  it  riiould  not  do;  and,  with  a  just 
jealousy,  guarded  against  any  connexion  between  the  Bank 
and  the  Government.  This  Act,  the  fifth  of  William  and 
jVlary,  enacted,  '*  that  they  shall  not  purchase  any  land  or 
revenue  belonging  to  tlie  Crown,  or  advance  or  lead  to  their 
Majesties,  their  beirt  or  successors,  any  snm  or  sums  of 
iBoney ,  by  way  of  ioaa  or  s\^bscriptioD>  or  any  part  of  the 
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TeveoxK  oili«T  tban  any  part  on  which  a  credit  or  loan  is,  or 
shall  he  granted  bj  Parliament.'*   Mr.  Pitt,  however,  found 
it  convenient  to  form  a  closer  connexion  with  the  Bank  than 
t&at  Act  allowed,  and  he  acoordingljr  t>rought  in  a  bill^  the 
33d  George  III.  anthorizing  them  to  make  advances  on 
7r^asary-bUls ;  but  there  was  a  clause  introdaced  by  Mr. 
Fox,  prohibiting  them  from  advancing,  this  clause  savs^ 
«« that  they  shall  not  advance  more  than  600,000/.  on  Ex« 
dieqner-bilh,  by  way  of  loan  or  advance  for,  or  on  account 
of  Ibepoblic  service*  except  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
€OOyOOOL  on  the  credit  of  an  issue  of  Exchequer-bills  then 
about  to  be  made.** — The  Bank,  he  admitted,  did  not  violate 
the  letter,  but  they  evidently  evaded  the  spiritof  the  Act; 
for  ibottgh  they  did  not  advance  beyond  the  stipulatecl 
amoimt  by  way  of- loan  to  the  Government,  yet  their  pur* 
cbasuig  of  the  brokers  who  negociate  them  on  account  of 
Govemmenty  came  indirect^  to  the  same  thing.     This 
practice  was  abo  an  unjust  interference  with  the  capital  of 
iodiTidoals— it  obliged  every  man  who  was  in  the  habit 
of  vesting  his  capital  in  Exchequer*bills,  to  employ  it  to  less 
advantage  than  they  otherwise  could  do.  Individuals  could 
only  act  with  a  real  capital,  either  inherited  from  their  an« 
cestofB,  or  acquired  by  their  own  industry.     But  the  Bank 
Restriction  Act  gave  the  Bank  the  power  of  acting  with  an 
artificial  capital,  without  any  limits,  and  without  any  ex« 
pence  but  thai  of  setting  the  paper-mill  to  work.     Was 
this  a  just  and  fair  competition  ?   This  practice  was  also  in- 
jurious to  the  public  iat  large,  for  the  price  of  every  commo* 
dity  was  raised  by  the  excessive  issues  of  paper  thus  forced 
into  circulation  ;  and  thus  every  individual,  in  every  thing  ho 
cats,  drinks,  wears,  or  consumes,  was  obligi^l  to  contribute  to 
the  extravagant  aggrandizement  of  this  already  overi^rown 
Ck>rpofation.     This  practice  too  prevented  tlie.  adoption 
-pr  a  system  much  more  advantageous  both  to  individuals 
and  the  stite.  No  doubt  could  be  entertained  that  the  public 
Would  prefer  Government  paper  bearing  intert^st  to  B.ink 
ff^per  bearipg  no  interest,  provided  the  bame  facilities  were 
ITiven  to  both.     If  Exchequer-bills  were  issued  from  10/.  to 
Saim  bearing  only  3  per  cent,  interest,  and.  exempteJ  from 
tlie  property  tax,  to  avoid  those  complex  calculations  which 
now  attend, the  transfer  of  them,  they  would  circulate  with 
the  same  facility  as  Bank-notes  now  do,  every  man  would 
then  receive  interest  upon  them-  for  the  time  thoy  remained 
in  his  poesSession,  afid  tbusGovcrninent  and  individudls  would 
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divide  that  profit  nrhich  was  now  eogrofised  bj  tbe  Bank  of 
En^rUind. 

He  was  aware  tbat  tbe  Cfaanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  wa» 
^  disposed  to  look  on  this  practice  with  a  venial  eye,  as  it 
enabled  that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  come  down  to 
the  House  with  flonrishing  statements  of  the  low  rate  of  in* 
terest  at  which  he  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  raise  largr 
sums  of  mbney  for  the  public  service  by  meads  of  Exdie- 
quer-bills,  and  the  excessive  issue  of  the  Bank.    But  this 
issue,  by  advancing  the  price  of  every  commodity,  swelled 
the  nominal  amount  of  our  imports  and  exports,  and  of  our 
Ivvenue,  and  in  considering  them  in  this  point  of  view,  we 
saw  them  through  a  false  medium,  as  children  see  pictures 
in  a  raree-show^  through  a  magnifying  glass ;  and,  like  them 
too,  we  were  only  delighted  in  proportion  as  we  were  de* 
ceived ;  for  the  truth  was,  that  our  expenditure  increases  ia 
a  still  greater  proportion.    It  was  justly  and  acutely  ob* 
served  by  the  honourable  Member  for  Southwark,  that  a  few 
years  ago  our  revenue  and  our  expenditure  met  within  two 
millions^  but  now  they  were  much  farther  distant ;  and  the 
longer  the  present  system  was  continued,  the  more  that  dis- 
tance would  increase.  Perhaps  the  authority  of  aright  hon. 
baronet  who  has  been  favouring  the  public  with  his  lucu- 
brations on  this  subject,  might  have  some  weight  with  tht 
Chancellor  of  (he  £xchequer<«-that  right  honourable  baronet 
quoted  from  another  honourable  baronet,  where  he  said^ 
that  the  Minister  who  wanted  to  borrow  money  should  con- 
trive to  render  the  circulating  medium  as  abundant  as  possi** 
ble.    He  (Mr.  Marryatt)  admitted  that  this  doctrine  tended 
to  raise  the  value  of  the  price  of  the  funds  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Exchequer-bills  ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  forgotten  that 
whatever  was  not  just  in  its  principle  could  not  be  lasting^ 
in  its  duration,  and  that  if  the  public  found  government 
securities  thus  tampered  with,  their  confidence  in  tbem  must 
fail,  and  their  consequent  depreciation  be  productive  of  the 
most  serious  mischiefs.     Hitherto  there  had  been  generally 
too  good  an  understanding  between  the  Bank  and  the  Minis- 
ter—they agree  to  support  his  measures  and  he  will  not  in- 
quire into  tfieir  profits — indeed,  wherever  the  case  had  been 
otherwise,  the  Minister  had  been  obliged  to  give  way. 

It  appeared  in  tbe  report  of  the  Lords' Committee  of 
Secrecy,  in  the  year  1797,  on  the  Order  of  Council  relating 
to  the  Bank,  that  tbe  Directors  absolutely  extorted  from  \^. 
Pitt  a  promise  not  to  enter  into  i^ny  treaty  with  any  foreign 
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pbwar,  prince,  or  poteutale,  mritbout  first  fonsuUing  with 
them,  the  Directors^he  .might  say  extorted,  because  thej 
gaye  him  to  understand  that  ihey  would  n«»t  pay  his  Trea- 
sury-bills unless  he  complied — thus  insistinc^  to  be  privy 
to  ihe  most  important  state  secrets,  and  claiming  a  right  to 
control  the  most  important    state    measures.      Mr.  Pitt, 
however,  was  obliged  to  submit.     Did  the  present  Minister! 
boast  firmer  nerves  than  Mr.  Pitt  ?  or  was  the  power  of  the 
Sank  diminished  since  that  period  ?    The  Baiii^  Restriction 
Act  gaye  them  the  power  of  raising  capital  to  any  extent 
by  the  mere  operation  of  the  paper-mill ;   aud  ttiereby  sop- 
plied  them  not  only  with  the  fulcrum,  but  the  ground  to 
stand  upon;   it  realized  to  them  the  wish  of  Archimedes^ 
and  gave  them  that  place  to  stand  upon,  with  which,  he 
said,  he  could  undertake  to  raise  the  world.    Mr.  Marryau 
then,  after  recapitulating  the  points  which  he  had  con- 
tended for,  concluded  by  stating  that  his  wish  was' to  see  the 
legitimate  Government  of  the  country  restored  to  its  proper 
independence;    to  do  that,  the  wealth  and  power  of  the 
Bank  must  be  brought  within  reasonable  limits.  The  amount 
of  the  Exchequer-bills  now  holden  by  the  Bank  were  seven- 
teen millions*     The  Bank  stood  charged  with  abusing  the 
confidence  of  the  Legislature.     The  documents  he  now 
moved  for  would  either  substantiate  or  invalidate  that  charge. 
That    House  had  as  much  right,  were,  indeed,  as  strongly 
bound  to  examine  into  the  accounts  of  (hat  corporation,  as 
to'  call  for  the  annual  list  of  imports  and  exports  from  his 
Majesty's  Ministers.     lie  then  moved,  that  there  l)e  laid 
before  that  House  an  account  of  the  Exchccjuer-bills  held 
by  the  Bank  of  England  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  April, 
July,  and  October,  for  each  year  since  the  1st  of  January 
1797,  to  the  latest  period  the  same  can  be  made  up»  distin* 

?;aishing  the  services  for  which  they  were  raised,  and  the 
iinds  on  which  they  were  charged. 
Mr,  Marming  observed,  that  the  charge  against  the  Bank 
fcsted  merely  on  the  anthority  of  the  honourable  member 
vrho  bad  just  spoken.  There  was  no  document  on  the  sul> 
ject  before  the  House,  and  the  House  was  certainly  not  bound 
io  take  notice  of  a  mere  unauthenticated  statement.  Some 
acts  of  Parliament  had  been  stated  as  limiting  the  purchase 
of  Exchequer-bills  to  600,000/.  It  was  true  that  tiiere  had 
been  a  r^ulation  for  that  purpose,  but  it  was  merely  tern* 
porary,  and  died  with  the  time.  (The  honourable  member 
uitn  quoted  a  variety  of  Acts,  in  which  purchases  to  the 
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ttumint  of  fnillioM  yftte  Utif horisbQ  by  Parliament.)  There 
m^A  been,  in  the  pRSsini^  of  those  Tarioai  Ads,  oppordmity  ' 
enongh  to  resist  the  extension  of  the  purchase,'  if  it  were 
nsilly  illegal.  When  the  Bank  was  charj^ffd  with  the  ear- 
travagant  traffic  in  Exchequer*bi11s,  it  ought  to  be  knoWn, 
that  it  never  purchased  at  a  premium,  ft  was  only  when 
money  was  greatly  wanting  in*  the  market,  and  the  most 
serious  inconveniencies  might  result  from  withhoUing  their 
pnrrcfaa^,  that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  appeared  in  thd 
market.  The  Bank  had  been  charged  with  itiising  the  price 
of^he  government  securities.  This  was  a  curious  charge ; 
and  be  (Mr.  Manning)  must  go  to  school  again,  if  he  was  to 
learn,  that  keeping  up  the  value  of  government  securities 
was  an  injury  to  the  country.  The  Bank  made  no  profit  by 
those  transactions.  It  had  only  complied  with  the  regular  . 
tions  adopted  by  the  wisdom  of  Parliament.  Without  tniTel- 
ing  into  the  rague  statements,  of  its  having  raised  the  price 
ot.  the  necessaries  of  life  by  its  issue  of  paper ;  all  which  he 
(Mr. Manning)  must  mostpositively  deny  (jBear^  kear^  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer);  be  must  inform  the 
honourable  member,  ( Mr.  Marryatt)  that  every  paper  which 
could  be  required  tor  his  satisfaction  was  already  on  the 
table,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Bullion  Report,  and  in  the  ac- 
counts which  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  had  lately  presented 
to  the  House.  As  to  other  transactions,  not  connected  with 
matters  of  a  public  natnre,  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  that 
any  gratification  would  be  given^to  mere  curiosity. 

JMrr  Marryatt  complained  that  the  only  account  which 
was  material  should  be  still  refused.  Be  desired  to  know^ 
not  the  amount  of  the  Bank  doling  with  Government,  but ' 
the  actual  amount  of  the  purchase  of  £xchequer-btlls  by 
the  Bank,  on  its  private  account,  in  the  market.  But  thb 
Bank  was  now  putting*  itself  forward  as  the  supporter  of  the 
public  securities.  Why  mas  it  to  stop  at  seventeen  millions. 
Why  not  buy  up  the  whole  thirty  millions  of  Exchequer- 
bills  that  were  out  ?  Why  not  buy  up  all  other  securities  ? 
If  would  cost  the  Bank  nothing  but  another  application  to 
the  paper-mill.  The  Bank  might  than,  with  the  whole  masjii' 
of  public  securities  in  its  hands,  proceed  to  model  its  pro- 
ceedings as  might  best  suit  its  convenience.  One  of  Hi 
operations' miglit  be  tlie  reduction  of  the  interest ;  unil  (be 
Kve  per  C*nts  might  become  Four,  the  Four  Three,  and  so  on. 
These  might  be  the  first  fruits  of  the  new  power  which  the  . 
Bank  had  now  taken  to  itself^  and  only,  a  beginning  of  what 
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might  be  effected  by  collosioh  with  the  Minister  of  the  day. 
The  papers  necessary  for  demonstnitiDg  those  charges  might 
be  refused  rbut  as  a  public  man,  lie  coold  not  give  confi- 
dence to  those  who  demanded  that  he  shoold  eive  it 
blindly,  with  a  precipice  a|  his  feet.  He  could  not  dve  his 
entire  acquiescence  to  those  who  told  him  to  shut  bis  eyes 
and  walk  oiu 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  J.  Newportj  the  question  was 
pat^  and  negauTcd  witliout  a  division. 

Adjoorned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

The  Hoase  met  at  ohe  o^clock^  and  contiooed  id  a  CSom- 
mittee  of  Privileges,  till  half-past  five,  oa  the  Berkdej 
Peerage  Cas&. 

THANKS  TO  LOUD  VlSCOniTT  WBLLINOTOVi  &C« 

After  prarers,  the  doors  were  reH>pened  at  siXi  when  we 
found  the  imrlof  Lfomoo/ addressing  their  Lordships,  on 
the  motion  of  thanks  to  Lord  Viscount  Wellington  and  the 
army  under  ^is  command*  .His  Lordship  was  stating  what 
had  beeo  the  ideas  of  Lord  Wellington  respecting  the  prac- 
tieability  of  the  defence  of  Portugal;  which  he  thought  he 
eould  maintain,  under  the  circumstances^  agaTnst  any  foroe 
which  it  was  probable  that  France  would  send;  considering 
LisboQ  and  its  vicinity  as  the  great  pivot  on  which  his  sys- 
tem must  turn,  fortined  as  the  positions  there  would  be  by 
the  skill  of  our  engineers,  added  to  what  Nature  had  already 
made  so  strong.  The  foundation  of  the  necessary  works 
had  been  begun  in  the  winter  before  last,  and  had  bcfen  pro- 
ceeded in,  and  completed,  tranquilly  and  unostentatiously : 
these  works  formed  the  great  basis  of  the  plan  of  defence. 
The  British  General  was  perfectly  aware,  from  the  begin- 
ning, of  the  great  importance  of  not  hastily  riskine  the 
safety  of  the  gallant  army  under  his  command ;  and  of  look- 
ing for  the  defence  of  the  count(^,  not  to  measures  which 
might  probably  succeed,  but  to  measures  founded  upon  a 
safe  and  prudent  policy ;  by  which,  he  judged  wisely,  as  the 
'event  had  shown,  that  success  would  finally  be  obtained. 
He  wished,  therefore,  as  long  as  possible,  to  keep  the  enemy 
on  the  frontiecsi  and  defer  their  invasion  to  a  later  season 
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of  ihe  year.  In  this  view  of  the  subject  of  defence,  there 
were  two  objects  before  him:  the  first,  not  hasulj  to  risk 
the  army ;  the  second,  the  conviction  that  the  security  of 
Portugal  depended  on  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  peo- 
ple, abd  the  speedy  equipment  and  discipline  of  the  Portu- 
guese troops.  Much  of  the  credit,  success,  and  fame  of  the 
campaign ^mQs<  rest  on  a  prudent  policy;  since  it  was  well 
inown,  that  a  newly-raised  force  would  be  most  likely  to 
take  their  future  character  from  what  they  were  on  the  first 
occasion  of  their  being  brought  into  action.  If  they  were 
then  successful,  they  were  likely  to  maintain  their  reputa* 
tion.  Had  he  placed  the  Portuguese  troops  at  first  in  a  situ- 
ation of  fighting,  unattended  with  local  or  other  advan- 
tages, and  bad  he  been  disappointed  in  the  result,  much 
time  might  have. been  required  before  the  results  could  have 
been  corrected.  Thus,  it  must  appear,  when  it  was  consi- 
dered how  large  a  proportion  of  Lord  Wellington's' force 
vras  composed  of  Portuguese,  that  the  prudent  and  defen- 
sive system  was  that  which  it  was  wise  to  adopt.  If  their 
Lordships  would  loqk  at  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  the 
cfiort  of  the  enemy*  they  would  see  that  it  bore  no  reseol- 
blance  to  some  of  those  hasty  and  rapid  armaments  which 
bad  been  made  by  France  when  engaged  in  war  with  differ- 
ent Powers;  but  that,  to  invade  Portugal,  France,  not  at 
war  with  any  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  save  the  nations  of 
ibe  Penmsula,  had  deliberately  prepared  the  means  oC  inva- 
sion during  seven  months.  To  render  the  army  perfect, 
the  enemy  had  appointed  one  of  the  most  able  and  suc- 
cessful of  all  his  Generals :  nay,  so  solicitous  was  he,  in  this 
respect,  that  the  best  officers  were  brought  from  others  of 
his  armies,  to  act  in  subordinate  capacities  in  the  array  of 
Massena.  In  siiort,  it  was  a  great,  an  immense  effect  of 
deliberate  preparation,  under  the  ablest  officers  of  France. 
In  the  view  toe  British  General  took  of  the  whole,  he  never 
lost  sight  of  the  propriety  of  offensive  warfare,  should  the 
opportunity  arrive  with  a  rational  chance  of  success.  He 
never  (as  the  enemy  l^ad  chosen  to  assert)  promised  to  re- 
lieve Ciudad  Rodrigo.  On  that  subject  be  communicated 
with  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana,  who  was  perfectly  coi> 
vinced,  that  Lord  Wellington's  system  was  right.  Lord 
Wellington  had  only  said,  that  if  the  Spaniards  could 
make  a  gleat  exertion,  so  as  to  draw  off  a  considerable  part 
of  the  French  force,  be  would  undertake  offensive  mea- 
sures ;^  bat  he  added,  that  he  should  look  to  the  campaigix 
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M  a  wbol^aad  «iDWk  ia  bo  meagure  to  which  ha  wu  not 
ade^otte,  or  which  wooM  risk  his  army.  By  the  mode  of 
dofeaw  adopted^  Qo^vd  Rodrigo  did  not  surrender  till  iha 
Jd  of  Joly ;  Alibeidat  not  tUl  ihe  £7tb  of  Aogast,  and  that 
yvaioatnreiy»  froos  an  accideot  which  befel  it;  to  that,  bjr 
our  opratioBs,  the  fall  of  these  places  was  protracted  from 
the  middle  of  Mavt  tiU  n^ftr  the  end  of  Aagust.  So  fiir  wc 
had  aooK  grounds  of  satisfaction,  from  toe  wisdom  with 
whidi  thus  operations  were  concerted  and  carried  on»  ThaSf 
we  saw  anniei,  such  as  those  which  had  overtoraed  king«, 
^010  in  a  mfotbt  balanced  and  stopped ;  war  returning  to 
iu  old  course,  and  the  enemy  obliged  to  respect  ns,  and  to 
carry  on  hia  hostilities  upon  old  principles.  Lord  Welling** 
tooy  when  ihey  advanced  into  Portugali  made  no  stand 
against  them  bot  when  there  was  the  strongest  prospect  of 
aocoesi ;  when  circumstances  were  of  the  most  advanta* 

S1>08  kind,  and  in  which  be  could  safely  try  and  escimata 
e  Tahie  of  the  Portuguese.  (Hear !)  The  French  took 
the  south  road  of  the  Mondego.  Thiey  must  all  recollect 
the  attack  they  mad^  with  two  divisions  upon  our  advan* 
tageoQs  position,  wber^,  first.  Lord  Wellington  bad  tba 
opportonity  of  potting  our  allies  to  the  test.  He  (Lord  Li* 
verpoo1)had  it  from  various  officers  who  were  eye*witaesies, 
that  they  could  see  no  dif&rence  betvveen  the  exertions  of 
the  Portuguese  and  those  of  the  British  soldiers.  (Hear  t) 
TbttSf  by  the  Coatmander*s  judicious  mode,  confidence  waa 
hiqpired  into  them,  and  they  acquired  a  just  opinion  of  their 
own  powers;  and  his  Lordship  was  enabled  to  see  oa  what 

grounds  bia  future  m^slsures  mi^ht  rest.  He  persevered  in 
is  plan  of  retiring  to  the  neigbbourbood  of  Lisbon;  pro« 
tractioff  his  retreat,  to  ^ive  the  inbabitauts  time  to  remove 
their  effecta»  and  with  tne  ultimate  view  of  delaying  tlie  in« 
vader^y  he  withdrew  to  the  position,  where  he  had  before 
ifoid  that  be  felt  he  could  contend  for  the  defence  of  Por«> 
tiigal.  Was  not  that  position  such  as  he  described  it  to  be  ? 
-^capable  of  resisting  an  army  of  near  7O/)0O  men,  full  of 
threats  and  menaces,  and  of  sanguine  expectations  of  sue* 
>ce8S  ?  (i9^r  /)  A  few  weeks  served  to  show,  that  Lord 
Waliiogtoo  was  right ;  and,  whatever  difierence  there  was 
in  other  points,  as  to  result,  yet  the  enemy's  opinion  l>era 
|X>nfirmed  the  British  General's,  as  was  clearly  shown  by 
bis  not  venturing  oa  an  attack.  This  plan  of  our  General 
was  an  originalooe,  and  entirely  his  own.  It  was  formed 
upon  no  former  plan  for  the  defence  of  that  country ;  it  was 

y^u  ui^isiL  p 
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the  result  of  his  oVn  excellent  judgment,  and  was  now' 
sanctioned  bythe  conduct  of  the  enemy  hi.mself.  When* 
in  his  position^  there  were  two  consideratibns  oh  his  mind  :* 
—Whether  he  should  attack  the  enemy,  or  whether  scar- 
city and  privations  would  not  produce  the  same  results  ^ 
Here  it  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  Lord  Wellingtoh, 
if  be  did  not  say,  that  if  any  unreasonable  delay  had  oc* 
durred,  it  would  not  have  been  impqtabie  to  that  General. 
He  coolly  and  carefully  examined  the  quenion  of  attacking 
the  French,  an'd  wrote  fully  to  him  (Lord  Liverpool)  his 
ideas  on  the  subject.  He  was  satisfied  that  he  cocrld  beat 
the  French  army ;  but  that  he  must  suffer  a  very  consider- 
able loss,  since  (he  features  of  the  country  whicn  made  his' 
own  ground  so  strongs  rendbred  the  position  of  the  eneYny" 
little  inferior  in  strength;  besides,  the  roads  were  broken' 
up,  and  every  other  inconvenience  existed.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  thought  the  same  benefrcial  results  could  be  pro-* 
cured  by  delay.  He  wrote,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  move 
his  army,  to  risk  a  battle  in  a  place  less  advantageous  than 
that  which  he  had  already  proposed.  The  enemy's  army, 
he  further  stated,  could  be  relieved  only  by  some  calamity 
befalling  that  of  the  allies;  and  he  did  not  judge  it  expe- 
dient to  put  the  fate  of  the  campaign  on  a  battle,  upon 
f  round  chosen  by  the  foe.  He  (Lord  Liverpool)  wrote  tq 
im,  and  told  him  to  pursue  his  own  judgment;  knowing, 
from  experience,  and  from  personal  acquaintance,  the  value 
and  correctness  of  that  judgment,  and  that  it  would  point 
out  to  him  the  true  principle  of  action.  The  General  wrote 
again  to  him,  that  as  there  was  no  other  army  in  the  Penin- 
sula fit  to  act  against  such  an  enemy  as  be  had  before  him, 
the  great  sacrifice  and  loss,  even  in  a  successful  attack,  must 
be  considered ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  final  success  would 
be  attained  by  other  measures,  which  appeared  to  him  the 
only  safe  and  wise  ones.  Such  was  the  General's  previous 
opinion;  and  through  the  whole  of  the  operations,  up  to 
the  retreat  on  the  5th  of  March,  there  never  was  a  move* 
'  ment  in  which  he  was  not  confident  of  the  result  by  a  small 
sacrifice  and  wise  deWy.  There  never  was  a  series' of  ope- 
rations more  uniformly  successful,  or  conducted  with  more 
skill  and  spirit.  What,  but  a  well-considered  previous  sys- 
tem, could  have  enabled  him,  on  the  enemy's  retreat,  to 
inarch  after  him  thirty  days  together  ?  If  there  were  no 
other  proof  of  his  opinion  respecting  ultimate  success,  con- 
sider nis  readiness  tor  the  pursuit  ot  Masscna! — (//edr/)— ^ 
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The   rear-guaid  of  the  enemy  was  conducted  with  great 
talents  by  a  French  Marshal ;  but  vas  closely  followea  by 
tis>  tiii^  at  length,  with  trifling  loss«  our  army  had  arrived  oa 
the  spotwbere  it  stood  last  year,  in  high  spirits,  and  in  high 
coDdation.    It  would  be  waste  of  time  to  enlarge  upon  me 
importance  of<the  service^  and  the  credit  due  to  the  Gene* 
ral.'     We  had  now  an  army  inured  to  war^  which  bad  seea 
it  in  all  ltd  shapes;  not  only  in  battles  and  victories,  but  ia 
the  patient  endurance  of  retreats,  and  of  remaining  foe 
months  in  particular  positions.     This  campaign  had  also 
shown  us,  that  we  had  a  General  equal  to  the  best  exam* 
pies.'    It  bad  formerly  been  said  by  the  French,  of  a  cele- 
brated General  of  our's,  when  speaking  of  his  great  suc« 
'cesses  against  them,  that  he.  lived  in  days  when  the  greatest 
French  Generals  were  either  dead  or  not  employed.    They 
<MNiId  not  say  this  of  Lord  Wellington.    It  had  been  his 
fortune  to  be  opposed  to  almost  all  the  first  Generals  of 
Franpe:  Generals  whose  career  of  successes  had  made  their  , 
names  proverbial.     He  had  first  met  and  beaten  Junot— > 
he  had  beaten  Soult— :be  had  beaten  Victor — he  had  beaten 
Jourdao — and  now  be  had  beaten  Massena^  whose  fame  bad 
xisen  the  highest!     (Hear!  hear!)     A  noble  Earl  (Earl 
Grey)  has  said,  on  a  former  motion  of  Thanks  (Barrosa), 
that  it  was  the  satisfaction  and  pride  of  the  country  to  know^ 
that  in  every  situation  in  whicn  British  valour  was  placed^ 
if  the  odds  against  us  were  not  numerically  too  great  to  give 
a  chance  of  victory^  our  success  was  certain,  on  sea  or  on 
shore.     We  now  had  not  only  a  proof  of  our  pre-eminent 
bravery,  but  likewise  of  our  military  skill  and  science.    We 
knew  our  military  prowess  as  a  nation  long  before  we  under* 
^tood  our  maritime  value.     In  the  days  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  our  military  fame  shone  forth  with  distin- 
guished lustre.    Jn  more  recent  periods,  circumstances  had 
induced  us  to  attend  more  to  maritime  affairs;  aud^while 
almost  all  the  Continent  of  Europe  was  sinking  in  ruins, 
our  successes  at  sea  had  surpassed  all  the  naval  glories  that 
had  ever  been  attained.    When  the  Peninsula  rose  in  arms 
against  its  oppressors,  and  seemed  to  .many  to  furnish  a 
jnost  favourable  opporti;inity  of  resisting  the  general  enemy, 
.we  had  given  our  assistance,  and  had  again  met  the  stru^* 
gle  in  extended  military  warfare.     The  event  had  clearly 
shown  us  the  value  of  our  military  character.    ,He  recol- 
lected an  observation  made  by  a  gentleman  now  no  more, 
of  whom  he  could  never  sp^ak  williQut  respect^  froi;Q.  his 
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ad^ation  of  his  ttAttfXM  and  Irit  ^rtneft,  «ii  the  MeMioii  of 
tilt  "ncwy  ia  Egypt :  ^  t  hart  M  ftar,** aatd  4it,^ Ibr  tb« 
British  iroopfs,  when  oppoMd  fairly  t6  the  eneaft^  All 
Ate;  trant,^  he  added,  <alltidiDg  to  m  practice  to  utiich  he 
was  a  Kitie  partial)  **  h  a  clear  atage,  and  no  fiiiroor*** 
{Hear  I)  It  hvA  been  fprmeriy  eti^cted  to  the  problMitty 
of  oar  defending  Portogal  ^hh  «iic6e»,  tliatwe  rfiouldbe 
'met  by  ^e  accunmlaced  ftieaiis  of  Pfanee*  We  had  so 
been  tnet,  at  a  tirtie,  tod,  when  ftbe  was  Hot  at  war  wHh 
other  Powers.  We  know  the  mag^nitude  of  the  effort  ahe 
has  made*  and  we  have  seen  the  tnutnpli  ^  British  vidour, 
science,  SKifl,  and  penet erance.  The  teftuk  must  show  ns 
tehat  tnay  be  done  when  a  peotik  ztt  tkfterflrined  to  reri^^ 
Aeir  invaders.  The  ioss  of  tire  renitisala  he  ahonM  dee^* 
fegret,  as  he  most  teigret  the  faihnre  of  a  people  desirons  of 
{^reserving  their  in(kpenden(^.  The  itf^t,  ht  Yratted, 
#ould  show,  as  ftir  at  lea^t  as  T^orttagal  was  «ont^med, what 
a  nalioD,  animated  by  a  right  spirit,  ecmld  ^fl^^  aitbomk 
for  years  pa$(t  nnaccustomed  to  war,  and  deprived  of  mm* 
tary  experience.  If  ever  this  coantry  sboald  be  ddoated  to 
be  the  theatre  of  war,  we  tnigfat  learn  from  the  prhrarions, 
sufferings^  and  sacrifices  df  the  Portuguese  naiion,  wfaitt  we 
Ow^  to  ourselves.  We  suffered^  indeed,  from  the  inevi- 
table  evHs  df  a  state  of  hostilicies,  trot  we  were  ^t  ffeefrom 
all  the  worst  evils  of  war.  If  the  toeasores  wliichlfad  been 
ao  sttccessfally  adopted  in  Portugal  had  been  the  result  of  h 
wise  calcalaUon,  and  had  been  connected  with  a  pore  spirit 
fif  philanthropy,  so  were  they  al^o  the  dheapest  and  easiest 
mode  of  defending  our  own  country,  and  or  securing  to  as 
those  Uessings  we  yet  pecolSaVly  enjoy.  He  .lAiOttTd  not 
farther  trespass  on  their  Lbrdsbips'  attentiOh ;  but  conclnde 
with  moving,  that  the  Thanks  of  their  Lordships  be  given 
to  IJeutenant-General  Lord  Viscount  Wellington,  for  ibe 
abQity^  fortitude,  tod  perseverance,  which  henad  displayed 
in  the  Importatit  services  he  bad  performed,  in  the  defence 
of  t^urtugal  against  the  enemy. 

The  motioti  beitig  made, 

JSatlGre^  rose,  and  said,  that  the  motion  of  the  noWe 
Lord  had  his  most  entire  and  fiill  assent:  and  though  the, 
noble  Lord,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  had  omitted  no* 
thing  that  could  illustrate  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  ser- 
vices that  had  been  performed,  yet  he  could  not  sit  silent 
oa  tbeoctiMiob,  impressed  as  be  was  with  feelings  of  gra* 
"tilttft  iirit  admii«ttoo  towards  that  great  Commander  who 
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Was  the  sobiect  of  this  ^ote,  and  deriving  a  just  national 
pride  from  the  consideration,  that  the  honour  uf  the  conn- 
trf  had  been  so  greatly  exalted  by  the  conduct  of  that  dis* 
tiftnished  General  and  his  brave  army.    There  were  also 
ad£tioaal  motives  of  imperative  force,  and  of  a  nature 
peraooal  to  himsdf^  vrhtch  induced  him  to  feel  anxious  to 
aecowd  the  present  motion.     In  proportion  to  the  pain 
which  be  fek  in  withholding  his  assent  to  the  Vute  of 
Thanks  on  a  former  occasion,  was  the  pleasure  which  he 
now  expericBoed  in  contributing  his  mite  of  approbation  for 
lenrices,  as  to  the  merits  and  effects  of  which  there  could 
•  be  no  donbt^  and  which  indeed' could  hardly  be  too  highir 
appreciated.    {Hear!)    The  noble  Lord  had  done  ample 
jowce  to  the  merit  of  Lord  Wellington^  %nd  to  the  bra* 
^Kry  of  the  troops  which  he  commanded.    He  had  listened 
to  tbe  apeech  of  the  noble  Lord  with  the  sincerest  plea- 
nme ;  and  his  thanks  were  particularly  due  to  him  for  the 
canchmr  which  he  had  displayed  on  .this  as  on  every  simi- 
lar occaaioBj  in  avoiding  the  introduction  of  any   iavi«^ 
rftdns  topics,  or  of  those  former  diflPerences  of  opinion^ 
wfai<:h  might  have  tended    to  interrupt  tbe    unanimity 
that  ongfat  to  prevail  on'  such  an  occasion.    There  was 
ime   pointy  however,  on  which  he  (Lord   Grey)  teli  it 
imrpossible  to  be  silent;  and  that  was»  the  apparent  con* 
Uwat,  or  contradiction  I  as  some  might  call  ir,    between 
tbe  aentiments  which  he^  had  now  dettverid,  and  the  opi« 
Bkmf  which  he  had  expressed  on  former  occasions »  wlien 
tbe  natme  and  policy  of  the  campaign  in  Portugal  were  the 
tabject  of  discussion.     He  was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that 
on  tbe  ioTamon  of  Portugal  by  the  rrench  armies,  aid  »n 
Ae  ooane  of  their  progress,  be  did  anticipate  a  very  dif- 
ferent iaaoe  to  the  campaign.     AVhtther  the  reasons  on 
^  wbich  be  formed  that  opinion  had  more  or  less  the  ap|)ear« 
aaoe  of  probability  to  support  them— «  heiher  in  the  eye 
of  pfnidence  they  might  appear  well  or  ill  founded,  he  wuuid 
not  inqoire.     ile  hra  a  much  more  agreeable  task  to  per- 
foriDy  and  to  express  bis  signal  gratification,  thst  the  event 
bad  Oct  corres|KMided  with  the  fears  which  he  feit^  nor  con* 
firncd  the  aaticipations  which  pressed  upon  his  mind,    1  o 
tbeir  Loidihipa»  add  to  the  public,  this  explanation  migirt 
be  #f  no  consequence;  to  himself,  however,  and  to  his  own 
dtvaoter^  he  felt  such  an  explanation  of  consequence  ; 
and  be  troaled  their  Lordships  would  do  him  the  justice  to 
bcKere^  that  tbe  opiniona  wbich  be  had  formerly  delivered^ 


SB  TNX  PARLTAMBNTARY    RBOljSTER.  [loRD», 

thoa^b  now  happily  contradicted  bj  tin;  evenly  were  at  leaat 
the  sincere  and  nonest  dictates  of  his  oiiiid,  and  taken  up 
from  no  illiberal  or  invidious  feeling.  (Hear !  hearl)  He 
had  now  no  hesitation  to  quaiifj  and  retract  them ;  and 
this  very  circumstance^  perhaps,  gaii^e  a  value  to  his  vote 
on  the  present  occasion,  which  would  render  it,  probably, 
not  less  grateful  to  hiai  who  was  its  object,  and  which 
would  not  otherwise  have  belonged  to  it  had  he  been  one 
of  those  who  anticipated  success  from  the  greatness  of  the 
means  that  were  employed  to  attain  it.  Those  who  looked 
forward  to  success  at  all  periods  of  the  campaigu,  were 
bound  to  acknowledge  the  valour  and  consummate  skill  of 
the  Cpmmander  of  the  allied  forces ;  but  that  acknowledg- 
ment was  still  more  amply  due  from  those  who,  like  him* 
self,  did  conceive  the  difficuhies  in  which  Lord  WeHiugton 
was  placed,  to  be  Such  as  to  threaten  him  and  his  army 
with  the  greatest  danger,  and  greatly  to  diminish  the  hopes 
of  a  successful  issue.  This  was  the  only  use  he  wished  to 
makeof  those- recollections  and  allus^ions,  which  only  served 

'to  exalt  in  his  mind  the  character  of  this  consummate 
€ommander,  and  to  heighten  his  gratitude  towards  that 
skill  and  valour  which  had  surmounted  such  formidable 
difficulties.  (Heari)  After  the  able  detail  which  their 
Lordships  had  heard  of  the  nature  and  events  of  the  cam* 
paign,  he  would  not  detain  them  by  repeating  that  eulo* 
gium  to  which  all  had  listened  with  so  much  satisfaction.—* 
Bjf  patient  perseverance,  under  unfavourable  circumstances, 
and  at  the  moment  of  action,  by  the  skilful  combination  of 
force,  and  the  most  determined  courage,  a  grea^  success 
had  been  achieved,  and  as  much  honour  done  t(M  the  Brif 
tish  army,  as  any  victory  could  have  accomplished.  ,Tbe 
success  itself  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  small  amount  of 
bloodshed  with  which  it  was  attained.  Had  the  French  > 
army  been  defeated  in  a  great  battle,  w?lh  the  ]os§  of  20 

.  or  25,000  men,  which  might  perhaps  be  nearly  the  amotmt 
of  their  losses  in  the  retixat,  such  a  victory  could  not  have 
been  obtained,  without  a  heavy  expenditure  of  British 
blood.  In  the  midst  of  our  rejoicings  on  such  an  event, 
there  must  have  been  many  mournings:  but  the  enemy 
had  now  sustained  a  loss  equal  to  that  which  a  great  vie* 
tory  would  have  inflicted,  and  that  at  a  small  exp^pc^  ^A 
the  part  of  the  allied  army.  It  was  to  him,  as  it  inust  be  to 
all  their  Lordships,  a  souice  of  the  highest  satisfaction,  that 
so  much  had  been  achieved^  and  yet  tfaatBriiish  blood>so 
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Tslaable  at  all  times,  had  been  spared.  .  (tiear !)    There 
was  one  topic  which  he  coold  not  advert  to  without  great 
pain,  and  that  was,  the  miseries  that  had  been  inflicted  on 
the  nofortunate  inhabitants  of  Portugal  bj  tlieir  nierciless 
invaders.    Calamity  was  inseparable  from  war;  and,  above 
all,  from  a  defensive  war,  where  the  enemy  had  penetrated 
into  the  heart  of  a  country.  The  dwellings,  and  the  means 
of  the  people,  would  be  made  subservient  to  the  purposes 
of  the  invader :  but  to  our  General,  no  blame  was  ascriba* 
ble  for  adopting  measures,  which,  though  painful  in  them- 
selves, were  necessary  for  the  uhimate  expulsion  of  the 
enemy.     The  miseries  which  the  French  had  ioflicted  in 
their  retreat,  were,  from  all  concurrent  accounts,  sufficient 
to  harrow  up  the  feelings;  and  he  trusted,  thai  as  to  Lord 
Wellington  the  Portuguese  were  indebied  for  the  expuU 
«ion  of  their  enemies,   so,    to  his  provident  cares,  they 
would  also  be  indebted  for  much  alleviation  of  their  mis* 
fortunes.    From  the  lanGruaoie  held  bv  Ministers,  he  trusted 
that  Portugal  was  secure,  at  least  for  the  present ;  that  no 
apprehension  was  to  be  entertained  for  Sir  William  Bcres- 
ford  and  hia  army ;  and  that  the  speedy  full  of  Badajox 
might  be  firmly  anticipated.    In  this  light  the  expulsion  of 
the  French  army  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  circumstance  of 
the  proudest  nature,  and  most  worthy  of  the  cordial  thanks 
of  the  House — jhe  greatest  reward  which  they  had  to  be- 
stow.     Great  and  important,  however,  as  the  deliverance 
of- Portugal  was,  even  that  might  prove  only  a  temporary 
advantage  :  but  the  moral  eBects  of  such  a  distinguished  ad- 
vantage upon  the  minds  of  the  enemy's  forces  must  be  very 
considerable;  while  on  those  of  our  troops  its  effects  must 
be  incalculably  beneficial.     {Hear  I)     From  the  proud  and 
well-earned  con&dence,  that  we  possess  commanders  able 
to  cope  with  iind  to  defeat  the  "  spoiled  childr^n^'  of  vic- 
tory, we  derive'a  security  against  any  efforts  that  may  be 
more  immediately  directed  agamst  ourselves.     Hut,  at  the 
same  time,  he  must  caution  the  House  against  thinking 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  future  apprehension.   He  knew 
not  what  diversion  might  arise  of  the  enemyW  force  from 
trpiibles  in  Holland,  or  from  war.in  the  North  of  Europe ; 
with  prospects  of  diversion  in  those  quarters,  he  was  not 
acquainted :  but  when  he  considered  what  effect  this  marked 
repulse  must  have  on  the  revengeful  passions  of  our  enemy, 
and  how  much  his  reputation  was  at  stake,  we  ought  to  be 
prepared  for  seeing  still  greater  efforts  made  by  him  ;  and 
if  we  continued  to  be  left  as  principals  in  the  war  of  the 


40  THB  PAftLtAXKNTAAT   EE6I8TER.  ^COUm. 

Penimula,  he  much  doubted  the  chances  of  oar  being  nki* 
mately  successful.  There  must  be  very  different  exertions 
from  what  we  had  witnessed  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniardi^ 
to  enable  us  to  entertain  a  rational  hope  that  the  indepen* 
dence  of  the  Peninsula  will  be  finally  established.  The 
present  was  a  propitious  interval  for  exciting  to  combined 
and  vigorous  effortti  and  should  be  improved  by  Ministers 
for  that  purpose,  particularly  when  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  of  the  Portuguese  troops  had  pointed  out  tbe  very 
mode  in  vrhich  this  interval  might  be  turned  to  the  best 
advantage.  It  was  a  duty  incumbent  on  Ministers  and  .00 
Parliament  lo  take  care,  lest  through  timidity,  imbecility^ 
or  corruption  in  any  quarter,  all  our  sacri6ces  should  m 
rendered  useless,  and  should  only  tend  to  sap  tbe  foundft* 
tions  of  our  own  power  in  the  tiipe  of  our  utmost  need.— «^ 
Upon  the  whole,  fcfr  the  services  of  Lord  Wellington  he 
felt  that  the  utmost  gratitude  was  due ;  and  be  would  noi 
detain  their  Lordships  farther,  than  by  expressing  his  cor« 
dial  acquiescence  in  tbe  Vote  of  Thanks,  which  he  regarded 
as  the  highest  honour  the  House  could  confer,  and  which 
should  always  be  reserved  for  occasions  of  splendid  meril 
like  the  present. 

Lord  Suffolk  said  a  few  words:  but  from  tbe  noise  which 
prevailed  in  the  House  at  the  time,  we  could  not  collect 
what  fell  from  his  Lordship. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  ncmine  diuentiente. 

Lord  Liverpool  then  moved  a  Vote  of  Thanks  to  Sir  W. 
Beresfordy  and  tlie  other  Generals  and  Officers  in  both  ar* 
mies,  with  a  resolution,  that  the  House  do  highly  approve 
of  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  tbe  Non-commisioned 
Officers  and  Privates  belonging  to  the  same.  Both  motbot 
were  agreed  to,  itrm.  diu. 

The  other  orders  of  tbe  day  were  then  disposed  of,  end 
tbe  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

VAIDAT,   APRIL  96. 

Mr.  Famittart  read  a  series  of  Resolutions,  which  he 
proposed  submittiu  to  the  House  in  the  Committae  on  tbe 
bullion  Report.  Tney  went,  in  substance,  to  attribute  the 
unfavourable  exchanges,  and  the  deamesa  of  bullion,  to 
foreign  causes — the  pay  of  troops  abroad— the  expence  tf 
distant  wars — and  the  necessary  import  of  foreign  caorn* 
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The  Oiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke  to  the  folio w- 
?ng  effbct: — li  is  one  of  the  disagreeable  circom stances 
attached  to  every  person  who  holds  the  situation  which  I 
ntow  hold,  to  be  often  under  the  necessity  of  sabonitting 
Various  measnres  to  this  House,  not  more  unpleasant  for 
the  House  to  adopt,  than  unpleasant  to  h'\%  own  feelinirs  to 
propose.    In  a  state  of  war,  there  are  unfoitunately  uiany 
occiisloiis  of  this  description— occasions  when  he  is  under 
the  necessity  of  proposing  additional  burdens  on  a  people 
already  loaded  \vith  burdens.     But  the  same  state  of  war 
^hich  furnishes  these  disagreeable  occasions,  furnislH^s  also, 
bol  unfrecjuenily,  occasions  of  a  very  different  nature.-^ 
Thete  at^  tnany  most  pleasant  duties  which  he  is  from  time 
to  time  called  upon  to  discharge ;  there  are  situations  in 
which  he  is  plyced,  eminently  grateful  to  his  feelings- 
si  tuatiotis  of  the  nature  of  thai  in  wliich  1  have  the  good 
fortune  to  stand  at  present — when  an  opportunity  occurs  of 
laying  before  Parliament  instances  of  the  most  distinguished 
Valolir,  and  of  the  most  brilliant  naval  and  military  glory 
—glory  both  individual  and  collective — ^when  not  only  in- 
dividuals, but  whole  araues  and  navies,  have  successKuliy 
fought  and  triumphed  over  our  enemies.     On  such' an  bc- 
Ctision,  every  one  was  prepared  to  ^^mpathize  with  liim; 
and  the  gratification  of  the  individual  himself  was  as  great 
as  the  gratification  of  the  House.     (Hear!)    The  occasion 
before  ua  was  certainly  in  as  great  a  degree  as  any  former 
occasion,  full  of  those  gratifying  circumstances.     I  am  not 
aware  that  any  thing  in  any  former  period  of  our  history 
exceeds  the  merits  of  the  late 'campaign  in  Portugal,     I 
believe  that  such  an  instance  of  the  most  distinguished  me- 
rit, attended  with  the  most  fortunate  result,  and  so  little  of 
loss  to  set  against  that  result,  was  hardly  ever  presented  to 
Parliament  before.    I  have  thought  proper  to  point  out  to 
the  House  the  smallness  of  the  loss,  because  on  many  for* 
mer  occasions^  when  thanks  have  been  voted  for  distin- 
^aisbed  military  achievements,  the  scene  has  been  darkened 
with  gloom,  and  with  a  shade  of  melancholy,  from  circum*> 
stances  which  had  occurred  during  these  achievements.  Ob 
the  late  victory  atTala vera,  and  still  mare  recently  at  Biirrosa, 
toen's  minds  were  naturally  called  back  to  consider  the  loss 
with  which  these  victories  were  attended)  and  to  compare  that 
Vol.  III.— 1811.  G 
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loss  with  the  advantaees  with  which  they  were  followed.—-* 
This  did  not  indeed  diminish,  nor  detract  irom,  the  merit 
of  the  individuals  by  wjioro  these  victories  were  achieved  ; 
but  it  certainly  did  diminish  the  satisfaction  which  on  suck 
fx^casions  must  be  felt  bj  the  country, — And  here  I  will 
Call  to  roind  one  of  the  most  dbtinguished  victories  in  the 
annals  of  our  country — I  will  call  to  mind  the  illustrious 
victory  of  Trafal^r-**and  I  will  ask  whether  on  the  receipt 
of  that  victory,  the  sentiment  of  th^*  public  mind  was  not 
divided  between  joy  and  sorrow,  and  whether  it  was  not  then 
generally  believeil  that  tlie  advantages  of  the  victory  were 
more  than  compensated  by  the  loss  of  Lord  Nelson  ?      Who 
can  doubt,  that  if  the  quei»tion  had  been  then  put  to  the 
nation,  that  a  majority  of  voices  would  have  been  raised  to 
forego  that  victory,  if  the  life  of  Lord  Nelson  could   have 
been  redeemed  i  I  will  not  say  whether  or  no  such  sent  iments 
are  philosophical ;    but  I  will  say  that  they  are  natural  to 
the  human  mind,  and  will  exist  ao  long  as  human  nature 
shall  continue — and  that  we  ought  surely  to  hesitate  before 
proceeding  to  condemn   them.     Flaving  dwelt  so  loner  on 
this  suhject,  1  return  with  satisfaction  to  express  how  clear 
we  stand  of  apy  such  diminution  on  the  present  quest  ion  ^ 
and   how  liftie  thVre  is  to  jcounterbalance  the  general  joy.' 
(I/tar  I)      The  House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that 
I  ()o  not  at  present  intend  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  nume- 
rous achievements  of  Lord  Wellinc^ton  In  the  late  catnpaigri. 
It  is  but  du*%  however,  to  Lord  Wellington,  while  we  attri- 
bute to  his   industry,  to  his  energy,  and  his  indefatigable 
exertions,  the  successes  of  that  campaign,  to  ascribe  them 
also  fo  his  caution,  moderation,  and  forbearance,  to  his  car^ 
of  the  men  entrusted   to  him,  to  the  enlightened  foresight 
with  which,  at   the  commencement,  he  contemplated   the 
conclusion  ;    and  saw,  at  the  commencement,  that  the  con- 
cUision  could  not  fail  to  besucccssfuL     It  is  to  a  re-union  of 
all  thcsf'  causes  IbAt  we  are  to  ascribe  the  successes  of  Lord 
Wellingttm      I  will  |iot,  however,  enter  into  any  detail  of 
these  successes  at  present,  persuaded  as  I  am  that  no  speech 
of  mine  could  do  them  adequate  justice,'  and  the  achieve- 
ipents  of  Lord  Wellington  must  be  left  to  the  historian.     I 
think,  however,   that  the  object  which  he 'had  in  view 
'  when  managing  and    directing    the  campaign,    may    be 
'  brought  before  the  House,  that  we  may  be  enabled  full^ 
to  arppreciate  its  events.     I  will  not  at  the  present  moment 
enter  into  aoj   merits  of   the  system   which   has    l^eeo 
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adopted    in  the  warfere  on  the.  Peninsula,   whether  that 
ivarftre  should    have  bet^n  carried  on   bv  lar^e  cottective 
bodies,   or  by  detached  bodies  of  men— whether  our  o|>era- 
tions  should   hare  been  merely  confined   to  Ptirtu^dl,  or 
extended  to  the  rest  of  the  Peninsula ;  for  all  those  questions 
are  beside  the  object  of  our  present  deliberation  ;  liec  uise  the 
i        defence  of  Portugal  alone  was  entrusted  to  Lorcl  Wellirtirton, 
and  all  that  we*are  called  on  to  do,  is  to  ask  ourselves  in  what 
manner  he  has  discharged  that  trust.     I  shall  only  call'oa 
those  who  think  the  system  on  which  Government  has  acted 
unwise,  and  that  the  successes  which  hare  bt'en  obt.iined, 
f^         have   been  obtained  agaipst  every  probability,  to  concur  in 
the  present  vote.     I  cannot  but  think,  that  they  will  be 
the  most  ready  to  concur  in  the  thanks  to  Lord  Wellintrton, 
because  they  must  believe  that  the  advanta^  which  he  has 
gained,   have  been  gained  by  him  as^inst  all  thoo^e  circuin* 
stanon  by  which  their  difficulty  must  have  been  enhanced. 
It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  Lord  W<;llin£(ton  knew 
that  Portugal  atone  was  to  be  the  scen^  of  his  operations  ; 
that  h^  knew  that  a  large  portion  of  the  disposable  force  of 
this  coantry  was  entrusted  to  him,  and  that  that  force 
was  not  to  be  thrown  away ;  that  he  knew  that  be  had 
also  consigned  to  him  the  population  of^Portngal,  which 
he  was   instructed   to  discipline ;    that    in    this  view  he 
knew   he   had   the  means   of  defending    Portugal;   that 
he  knew  that  if  that  country  was'  to  be  attacked  with  a 
great  force,  it  was  impossible  to  maintain  the  complete 
possession  of  it ;    and  that  ha  knew  that  he  could  only 
look  to  its  ultimate  defeoc^  on  the  lines  of  Lisbon.     Whv 
then,  it  might  be  asked,  did  he  go  to  the  frontiers?    it 
is  to  be  considered,  however,  that  one  of  the  objects  which 
he  had  in  view,  was  to  acquire  time  for  the  discioUae  of  the 
Portuguese  army ;    that  another  of  these  objects  was  to  gain, 
time  for  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  from  this  country^  to 
be  procured  from  all  the  quarters  from  which  ihey  could  be 
spared ;  that  he  had  always  in  contemplation  tbe  difficulty 
which  an  enemy  should  find  in  the  subsistence  of  a  numerous 
array,  while  Portugal  continued  the  seat  ot  war ;  and  that 
if  he  moved  to  the  uontiers,  it  was  impossible  for  the  eneiny 
to  operate  but  in  great  numbers.     It  was  for  these  reasons  he 
thought  proper  to  carry  the  war,  to  keep  the  war,  at  a  dis- 
tance :     but  it  ift  but  justice  to  state,  that   while  be  was 
defending  Portugal  on  the  hanks  of  the  Coa,  he  was  carrying 
on  the  fortifications  at  Lisbon  {  and  that  while  he  was  giving 
security  totbe  frontiers,  he  was  adding  strength  to  the  heart. 
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(Sear  !>— "When  the  ^enem j  appeared  in  namben,  he  their 
retired  to  a  strouger  situation. — If  I  have  dwelt  oi»/thie 
flfoeral  view  of  what  were  the  yiews  entertained  by  Lord 
WeHioi^ton  in  the  defence  of  Portugal,  it  is  aolelj  with  the 
intention  of  meeting  what  I  must  consider  one  of  the  most 
unjust  observations,  namely^  that  the  result  was  accidental, 
and  was  not  to  be  expected  either  from  rational  or  military 
considerations.  This  was  one  of  the  most  unjust  criticisms 
which  ever  was  made.  For  if  any  thing  was  more  true  tbaa 
another^  it  was  the  difficulty  he  foresaw  the  French  army 
would  have  to  subsist  themselves,  while  he  should  lemaia 
within  these  works;  and  therefore,  whatever  other  opinion 
nay  be  entertained  of  his  conduct,  it  is  impossible  not  to 
allow  that  the  opinion  which  he  from  the  first  formed  has 
been  completely  realized.  1  will  read  to  the  House  extracts 
from  two  letters  received  from  Lord  Wellington  at  the 
period  when  he  was  retreating  before  the  French  army. 
One  of  t,hese  letters  is  dated  from  Cartaxo,  on  the  1st  of  De«* 
cember.  [Here  he  read  the  extract,  in  which  Lord  Wel- 
lington states  his  resolution  of  remaining  on  the  defensive, 
from  his  occupying  a  more  advantageous  ground  than  the 
enemy,  which  in  case  of  attack  must  ensure  success ;  and 
that  the  difficulti^  of  the  French  army  could  only  be  relieved 
by  a  success  over  the  allied  army,  and  stating  his  determina- 
tion  to  put  what  was  certain  out  of  the  power  of  accident,  j 
On  the  29lh  of  December,  his  lordship  says,  that  while  the 
French  had  no  other  enemy  but  that  army  to  oppose  them 
on  the  Peninsula,  any  loss  to  the  army  could  not  fail  to  be 
attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences ;  and  that  he 
had  therefore  resolved  to  persevere  in  what  would  eventuaally 
end  in  the  destruction  of  the  enemy  ;  that  it  was  no  doubt 
true,  that  many  parts  of  Portugal  would  suffer  extremely  in 
the  mean  time,  but  it  was  better  that  a  part  than  that  the 
whole  should  be  sacrificed.  I  have  no  doubt,  continued  the 
light  honourable  gentleman,  that  previous  to  the  appear*^ 
iince  of  tife  French  army  in  Portugal,  Lord  WelUngton 
might  entertain  some  doubts  of  the  ultimate  success ;  but 
after  he  had  seen  that  army,  he  expressed  himself  with  con- 
fidence. [Here  he  resumed  the  reaaing  of  the  extract,  when 
Lord  Wellington  stated  his  firm  conviction  of  the  ultimate 
success  of  his  measure.]  When  I  hear,  therefore,  such  ex- 
pressions as  that  we  ought  ^^  to  thank  our  stars  and  be  quiet,** 
I  will  tell  the  makers  of  all  such  observations,  that  i  shall 
thank  no  stars ;  but  that,  when  thanking  my  God  for  thesuc- 
oesses  of  my  country,  I  cannot  hold  my  tongue  while  the 
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Baeriis  of  him  by  t?hoin  they  were  obtained  are  called  ir 
questioa ;  and  that  I  sliall  always  be  proud  to  be  able  in  any 
6es^ree  to  defend  the  glory  of  that  illustrious  roan.     I  will 
not  faeie  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  various  distiniruishccl 
aetions  which  have  from  day  to  day  been  exhibited  durinfr 
the  whole  campaign,  down  to  the  last  act  of  valour  o£ 
Colonel  Beckwith,  on  the  banks  of  the  Coa,  for  fear  lest 
while  i  distinguished  a  few  I  should  orait  many  of  ecjual 
merit.      Havhig  taken,  however,   tliis  general  view,    and 
knowing   the  great  acquisition  of  military  glory  to  the 
country,  and  the  small  loss  at  which  it  has  been  pnrchaseil, 
I  cannot  help  adverting,  for  a  few  moments,  to  a  few  consi- 
derations respecting  the  manner  in  which  that  success  is 
likely  io  affect  our  enemy  and  ourselves,  our  allies  and  the 
rest  of  £arope.     With  respect  to  our  allies^  no  man  can 
doobt  that  it  has  given  them  an  additional  year  for  the 
cootinuance  of  their  struggle;  and  that  they  have  received 
a  loMNi  from  which  they  may  derive  the  greatest  profit. 
With  regard  to  ourselves,  the  campaign  cannot,  in  like 
nianner,  be  without  Us  advantage.    For  some  time  there 
have  been  two  parties  in  this  country,  who  have  entertained 
verj^  different  sentiments  on  the  situation  of  the  country. 
While  the  one  party  maintains  that  our  glory  is  set,  the 
other  maintains,  that  at  no  former  period  of  our  history  was 
that  glory  higher.    To  thos^  who  think  that  the  glory  of 
this  country  never  shone  with  prouder  lustre  than  during 
the  straggle  which  we  have  now  so  long  maintained  with 
France,  the  present  confirmation  of  their  opinion  cannot 
fail  to  be  consoling.     But  those  again,  who  thought  the  sun 
of  Britain's  glory  for  ever  set,  never  more  again  to  rise 
among  the  nations — those,  I  should  think,  wouUI  be,  among 
tiie  first  to  congratulate  the  illustrious  glory  with  which 
their  country  has  been  crowned.     To  those  this  glory  can- 
notfiiiltobe  most  cheering  and  consolatory,  and  infinitely 
more  so  than  to  us.     We  all  now  know  that  we  shall  have 
a  British  army  to  defend  our  country,  if  ever  the  battle  shall 
be  brought  to  our  own  shores — an  army  which  has  uniformly 
beaten  tlie  army  of  the  enemy,  headed  by  Generals  who 
have  out-generalled  the  Generals  of  the  enemy.     With 
zespect  io  that  enemy,  what  must  l^  now  his  foelin2:s  after 
all  his  insolent  boastings,  and  what  must  be  now  his  con- 
fosion,  when  be  sees  that  he  is  witlwut  means  to  carry  his 
designs  into  execution  ?     What  effects  these  cvenLn  may 
have  produced  in  France  it  is  impossible  now  to  foresee. 
They  may  be  to  that  country  a  salutary  lesson,  while  they 
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delncMistrablj  prore,  that  extension  of  dominion  f»  not  m 
reality  an  increaMof^rength.     WUb  respect   to  the  eflcct 
e£the«e  victories  on  other  parts  of  the  world,  they  wiH  at 
least  point  out  to  them  the  rock  on  which  they  themaelvca 
tplit.     With  these  views,  which   to  some    persons    may 
perhaps  appear  too  sanguine,  I  will  own  that  it  does  appear 
to  me  impossible  to  conceive  that  the  world  should   for  ever 
lemain  enthralled  under  its  present  degrading  tyranny  ; 
and  that  it  does  not  appear  to  me  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  we  may  be  the  instruments  by  which  the  dflirery  of 
Europe  may  be  effected;    and'tha(,   in  that    Pentnsulay 
which  has  been  the  scene  of  the  most  unprincipled  .acts  of 
Aggression,  of  the  most  outrageous  barbarity  of  the  tyrant, 
there  the  power  of  the  tyrant  should  also  find-  its   ^rave. 
iH^arl)     Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  probability  of 
these  suppositions,  we  shall  now  leave  them,  ami  revert 
again  to  the  proper  business  before  the  Houhe,  the  thanks 
which  are  due  to  those  h ho  have  put  us  in  a  situation  to 
entertain  such  proud  and  ennobling  sentiments*     A&  lon^ 
as  feeling  shall  remain  in  favour  of  valour,  so  long  as  the 
kearts  of  men  shall  continue  to  be  affected  by  distinguished 
military  glory,  a  glory  acquired  not  in  the  support,  but  in 
the  resistance  of  tyranny,  in  the  most  righteous  cause  for 
which  the  sword  can  be  drawn;  so  long  shall  the  fame  of 
Lord   Wellington  stand  embalmed  in  the  memory  of.  a 
grateful  posterity,  and  so  long  shall  he  continue  to  receive 
the  thanks  of  mankind*  (Loud applause-)    The  right  bon* 
gentleman  then  concluded,  with  raovinjTf  That  the  Thanks 
of  the  Flouse  should  be  voted  to  Lord  Wellington,  for  bis 
distinguished  military  services  in  Portugal,  and  to  tlie  Army 
under  bis  command. 

Air.  Camang  then  said,  that  in  rising  to  second  the  motion 
of  his  right  hon.  friend,  he  felt  some  difficulty  in  deciding 
whether  he  should  content  himself  with  barely  seconding  the 
motion,  or  preface  the  declaration  of  such  intention  by  the 
expression  of  his  sentiments  upon  the  subject  to  which  the 
motion  referred.  There  were  many  situations  in  which  we 
felt  equally  difficult  io  determine,  either  to  s|)eak  or  to  be 
silent.  The  impression,  however,  on  his  mind,  upon  this 
occasion,  was  so  forcible,  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  him 
to  abstain  from  addressing  a  few  observations  to  the  House 
liefore  it  should  come  to  a  vote.  It  was  impossible^  acc€Hid» 
ing  io  his  view  of  the  question,  to  contemplate  the  true 
situation  of  tiie  country  under  the  present  circumstances,! 
nithoul  taking  at  the  same  time  into  considcratiop,  as  well 
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vtKo.  E'^;i:scd  xs  the  c-«it^  w*s  ia  m  c>"it<^  of  mijH  ti^r- 

betxprctol — !^t  t!ie  f^rr.*%  o*  'b^  srrrirr  •  ■%  !nr  n-fi:t»>— 'jtr%| 
iO!?nrri  »  a"i  prractK  in  the  sie^  T.xht^M'  !kat  it  wts 
fat  •nnrcrvsuy.  ifsocr  or  lesR«  to  cx!J!vn?  :':■*  vt-^-v^  i»"\ 
ihc  c»i — lie  rxrrrir*  w'wh  ih^  ri-c?.   Whervr-rr  op-^T  ny 
•cczsMB  1  ^i!  IT*  a-»%x*om**!^j  t»k  p '  »c?,  ^t-^tt  n»r.c  ilir 
was  «r/ixai'.T  inqiirrJ  in'o.  evrnractioa  rx-»^».i-l,  rvT*y 
pcoc>ibi^.Tr  caiiT35ffar*,  lai  t^•  Oi^:r»iTF  <>•   fuljT  c?<nrtr 
dniTsirxLccL     Ai:  lb»  tt«T2'*''T  fonk  plajT  aK^or  ih^  nsn!! 
'P*  bftOTra.  and  w*»eii  the  U-m  of*  rtfierimcp  ir  ^^"»▼J-d  rrrry 
d:3c;*i:T  of  i jdr?»™t.  mi  t^e  ercnt  il^lf  HrM-SrJ  like 
nans  ol  aa  ■nerrin^  4kcTM:*n  uO'>:i  ih^rori'^ii  «?s  wbicS  mxr 
tafr  bccB  roortrd  to.     W  ^msver^  on  l  he  o>it  n rr,  5»ccr» 
va^brooe^t  lE-imhr  con<i.leT3ti-»n  of  Parliini^n*,  the  d^  ^ 
bale  vas  smnallT  osficrT^d  in  by  cieprfcatias  all  di^nKsioBi 
pf  ibe  npccts  or  mfs^orrs  wbidi  maj  haTip  p^-cxnled  the  par- 
ticaiar  semoe  to  vbic^  ttie  atttm^ioa  of  P«if  Itiment  miT  br 
callctly  and   bj  iRsobtiiie  tbe  obyd  to  wbicli  tbe  T^te  of 
Hianks  called   for  applied;    wb.lst  those  even   vSo  ac— 
qoiesced  in  ibe  Tote,  tcit  it*  tH^ccssanr  to  keep  oat  of  slrHt 
crerj  thin?  wbich  in«^t  bave  prertdi-d  the   rarticular 
ferviix.     This  was  qane  a  namral  prartkv.     Tb-rrwrrc 
manT  actioos  vhicfa,  whaterrr  mi 7  have  bcm  the  cHarkctcr 
of  ibesTstem  of  nKSMircs  that  \^\  to  thetn.  co'AA  bi.*$t  he 
made  a  sohfcct  of  discuss kn  upoo  ifaesplendoarofib^ovm 
mehts.     But  wss  the  questioa  then  ooJer  eonsidera^ion  tbe 
case  of  msolated  action  in  a  series  of  operations,  or  erm  of 
asingie  campai^  briilijintljterraimtcd?     Nocwiihstan-ilin^ 
aH  timt  bis  riglit  bon.  friend  hid  said,  of  fijrbeirjnrr  as  to 
tbe  introduction  of  other  topics  into  the  discnsNicxi,  he  ran^C 
be  permitted  to  satr,  that  this  was  not  the  esse  €»(  a  sin^ 
signal  action,  or  of  an  isol.ited  acoaisition  of  •^ory  ;  it  wss^ 
he  should  contend,  tbe  frnit  of  two  jr^nt*  exert idn— -of  the 
application,  dnrini^  that  period,  €)f  an  nmlerstarviii?  of  the 
finflt  order,  combined  with  milttnrj  talents  scarc^^^ly  erer 
equalled  in  historj,  to  a  state  of  diiirallj  nnparalMi^,  and 
crowned  with  ezemplarj  success.     He  considered  this  state 
of  things,  ihcretbre,  which  they  weie  about  to  hononr  with 
li^ir  thanks,  not  as  the  consequence  of  one  cainpai^,  but 
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at  th^  rMiIt  bf  the  hbout  of  two  jeara.  He  coAsiderrd  LoiU 
Wellington,  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  success  be  hnA 
mchieved,  as  the  instruiftent  in  the  hands  of  Providence  for 
the  deliverance  of  Portugal.  But  when  contemplating  the 
merits  of  Lord  WelUn^on's  services  in  Portu^U  he  could 
not  look  to  the  evacuation  of  that  country  by  the  French  as 
a  military  act,  without  reference  to  the  mesms  by  which  that 
desirable  event  had  been  efii^cted :  and  while  the  end  was  «o 
well  deserving  of  the  applause  of  that  House,  and  the  apprcH 
bation  of  the  country,  he  must  contend,  that  the  means  em- 
ployed for  bringing  it  about  were  no  less  entitled  to  credit.  Hia 
riffht  hon.  friend  had  adverted  to  the  effect  which  this  stale 
of  affairs  would  have  upon  ourselves,  upon  our  allies,  upon 
our  enemies,  and  upon  the  rest  of  Europe ;  and  he  concurred 
with  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  the  tiflect  must  be 
considerable  with  respect  to  all.  To  look,  first,  to  the  efiect 
it  would  have  upon  ounelves,  be  would  ask,  whettier,  when 
two  years  ago  we  had  taken  the  resolution  to  make  our  stand 
in  Portugal — when  we  determined  to  make  that  country  the 
theatre  of  our  struggle  with  France— the  question  was  not 
considered  doubtful,  bon^  far  we  might  be  able  to  maintain 
the  contest  ?  Whether  those  even  who  thought  success  at* 
tainable,  did  not  feet  that  it  wad  still  a  question  of  doubt  ^ 
But  when  the  deterrainution  was  formed,  those  who  l<>Qked 
to  the  contest  with  confidence,  took  the  most  effectual  means 
of  realizing  their  sanguine  hopes,  by  the  selection  of  a  naii 
to  conduct  the  operations,  whose  natural  genius  and  roilt^ 
tary  experience  insured  the  accomplishment  of  all  that  was 
attainable  by  human  sagacity-* who,  calculating  his  means, 
and  comparing  them  with  the  end  he  was  to  accomplish, 
would  take  every  necessary  measure  to  insure  it.  How 
could  the  House  sufficimtly  appreciate  his  merits,  when 
they  followed  him  from  the  fatigues  of  »the  day  to  repose  in 
his  tent;  and  contemplated  his  feelings  whilst  lookmg  for 
consolation  from  home  under  his  laljiorious  duties — ^when^ 
instead  .of  consolaticHi,  he  found  accusation — instead  of  eb* 
<XHimgement,  misrepresenimtion  and  obloquy — when  be 
found  all  his  dangers  magnified)  and  all  the  means  of  the 
enemy  uniformly  exaggerated — when  every  one  of  his  men* 
sures  was  traced  to  temerity  or  compulsion,  and  all  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  to  wisdom  and  military  skill  ? 
When  they  took  all  this  into  their  consideration,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  conceive  what  his  feelings  must  have  t)een, 
fwd  not  to  escribe;  hb  steady  and  unalteied  peraevenuioe  in 
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the  frian  be  had  preriondy  laid  ttli  its  final  and  ^lorioasao 
eomplishinent,  to  real  na^aoimUF  and  true  valour.  ( Hear^ 
tear!)      Wfailst  exposed  to  such  misrepresentatloiiSy  he 
ncTer  <lei|^ned  to  notice  any  of  the  unfounded  slatements  he 
«aw  pQblisfaed  upon  the  subject :  he  determined  not  to  reply 
to  them  in  word^  but  to  lei  the  result  put  them  to  ^haHle• 
i  Henr^  kear  \)     During  this  time  be  saw  ail   his   plans 
ripening  into  matujnty ;  and,  steadily  proserutine  his  pur- 
pose, he  forbore,  throughout  the  whole  of  bis  corrcs|x>n  lencc, 
from  intiodocins:  one  word  express! re  of  di^coiUent.     If 
tliere  was  any  thing  which  couid  not  be  contemplated  with- 
iont  iidmifsition,  it  was  the  case  of  a  man  exposed  to  Nueh 
lAisrepresentatioQ,  and  yet  disdaining  to  indul^re  in  any  ex** 
pressioQ  of  bb  feelings.     But  what  Lord  Wellington  had 
done  was  either  beneficial  or  ruinous.    They  had  now,  how« 
jertTy  come  to  thatatate,  when  ihey  could  look  back  .without 
jKgaet,  or  look  forward  with  hope,  and  when,  consequently, 
they  (x>ald  discuss  tibe  question  with  many  advanta£C(*s.   [jus 
light  boo.  friend  <had  adrarted  to  opinions  winch  had  di- 
Tided,  and  fairly  divided,  the  .country,  as  to  whether  the 
atrength  of  this  country  wasei^ual  to  maintain  thecnntef«t  in 
the  Peninsula  against  Fradace — whether  we  could  bring  our 
^miUtary  means,  with  any  pirospeot  of  success,  into  competi- 
tion with  that  of  the^nemy — whether  our  streni^th  was  not 
oeoeBttcily  confined  to   one  elensient — ip    short,    whether 
jtone  eternal  ikte  had  not  separated  the  trident  from  the 
^woffd  ?     He  did  not  think  with  tbo.<ie  who  inclined  to  4is- 
.tjHiat  the  military  jDieans  pf  this  country  ;  and  rather  leaned 
to  those  who  thought  tba,t  ibis  oountry  should  either  be* 
"Ooine  a  great  military  power,  or  a  vass  il  of  Fi:ance.     Slie 
iiad,  tiieo,  become  a  gcea^  (military  .power-^not  against  the 
hopes  certainly,  ^but  against  the  ituus  qf  those  ^ho  ha^ 
doubted  of  .ber  sufficiency.     Qtbers  were  gF  opiuion,  that 
we  ought  .not, to  engage  ^>pri9cipals  in  ^  war  on  the  Coa- 
tioem,  hut  (the  vote  of  that  (day  woul(l  bring  that  question 
hQCOfi  to  ihe  House  :  ^  question  from  which  they  could  not 
escape.    With  all  the  ri^ht,  which  we  iiad,  to  demand  the 
.confidence  of  Portugal,  to  requ'ure  ber  co-operation^  ^and  to 
fl^ODtrol  ber  military  resources,  would  ^it  have  been  right  i,a 
us  to  incite  Portugal  to  war,  and  /to  d^qli^e  sharing  iii  its 
idificulties  or  d^aogers  ?   Thq^  w^ho  thought  that  we  should 
Aot  act  as  principals,  wej?e  of  opinion  ijb^t  our  atisisiance 
.should  have  been  given  .by  desultory  expeditions ;    by 
siapplies  of  ami3>  proViisiqn^,  a^.^«»I^^^\ition.    Jgute^ne- 
Vol.  hi— 1811.  H 
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ditioas  for  making  descents  included  re^mbarkations ;  and 
.ihat,  as  often  as  our^expeditions  re«embarked,  we  should 
kaveasmany  victims  behind  as  we  should  induce  to  co- 
operate with  us;  and  should  expose  to  destruction  all  those 
whom  we  should  drive  to  an  unavailing  resistance  lo  that 
overwhelming  power  which  we  should  not  think  we  could 
ourselves  meet  with  safety.  Could  any  man  think  that  we 
ought  to  desert  those  who  implored  our  protection^  who 
micht  be  stretching  forth  their  arms  to  grasp  our  swords, 
ana  anxious  to  place  themselves  under  the  shelter  of  our 
power?  We  acted  upon  no  such  opinion  ;  we  became 
principals  in  the  war ;  and  what  ban  been  the  result  ?  We 
carried  on  our  own  war  in  Portugal—we  bad  brought  our 
army  to  a  state  of  efficiency  competent  to  meet  the  enemy 
-if  he  should  invade  us,  and  enabling  us  to  daunt  him  to  the 
attempt :  this  alone  was  sufficient  to  tntitle  Lord  Wellington 
'to  the  thanks  of  the  House  and  of  the  coontry.  As  to  the 
efiect  the  result  of.  the  campaign  would  have  upon  ouir 
present  or  any  ftilure  allies,  be  could  not  suppose  it  incon* 
siderable.  His  right  hon.  friend  had  adverted  to  the  effect 
it  might  have  upon  the  other  nations  of  Europe  :  he  honed 
that  any  such  effect  would  not  operate  too  soon>  and  tnat 
we  should  still  be  left  to  contend  with  the  French-^the 
world  the  prize  and  the  witness  of  our  exertions.  He 
trusted  that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  urge  any  part  of 
Europe  to  a  premature  effort,  such  as  had  too  often  been 
the  case ;  end  he  would  own,  he  had  not  heard  with  no* 
mixed  satisfaction  the  rumours  respecting  convulsions  oil 
the  Continent,  which  'Were  afloat,  but  which  he  hoped 
were  not  authorized.  If  any  resistance  were  to  be  given  to 
France,  he  wished  it  to  be  upon  a  conviction  that  the  nations 
rose  in  their  own  cause — because  their  oppression  was  in- 
tolerable— because  they  preferred  the  risk  of  annihilation  to 
the  severity  of  subjection.  He  feared  another  Wagrain  or 
Auerstadt;  and,  in  his  opinion,  too  sudden  a  rising  would 
be  easilj^  put  down,  and  tend  ultimately  to  confirm  the 
subjugation  of  the  Continent.  He  wished  the  nations  of 
Europe  to  abstain  from  resistance  till  France  should  be 
more  humbled,  i^nd  their  own  sufferings  should  urge  them 
to  a  d€fsperate  effort.  With  respect  to  the  other  part  of 
the  Peninsula,  he  hoped  the  result  would  be,  that  it 
would  place  itself  under  the  same  guidance;  but  that  no- 
thing oifght  to  be  said,  either  here  or  in  Spain,  to  precipitate 
the  liieasure.    Lord  Wellington,  he  was  sure,  by  the  same 
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wise^  teiiiperale»  sage,  and  coDciliating  oooocUs,  would 

acbieve  the  tame  saccessesi  wherever  be  should  carry  the 

aims  or  the  glories  of  bis  coontry.     Hartog  two  years  ago 

taken  apon  himself  the  reftppnsibility  for  the  rashness  or  the 

iritdom  of  the  noeasares  which  led  to  this  deliverance  of 

Portugal,  he  ahouldnot  now  do  his  duty,  if  he  had  omitted 

to  express  his  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had 

been  followed  up — if  he  had  not  paid  the  tribute  of  his 

applause  to  those  who  had  persevered  in  that  system.    This 

tribute  was  not  extorted  from  him  by  success;  he  had 

stated  the  same  opinions  while  the  issue  was  yet  dotibtful^ 

and  so   &iiare  could  hate  induced  him  to  alter  them. 

The  right  hou.  gentleman  concluded  by  seconding  the 

motion. 

General  Tarldan  observed,  that  a  great  part  of  the  sneech 
of  the  ri|^ht  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  aown, 
would  apply  to  the  question  upon  tiie  array  extraordinaries, 
which  were  to  come  on,  but  did  not  apply  to  the  que^stion 
then  before  the  House.  With  respect  to  the  motion 'of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  no  man  in  the  army,  or  in 
JEogland  he  should  say^  could  rejoice  more  heartily  than  he 
did^  in  the  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms.  H^*  concurred 
laosl  cOfdially  in  this  Vote  of  Thanks.  He  had  on  a  former 
accasion  opposed  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  battle  of  Tala vera ; 
but  to  this  vote  he  should  give  his  entire  assent.  He  was 
Bol  surprised  at  any  thing  that  cuuld  l)e  achieved  by 
JEn^lish  courage,  Irish  spirit,  and  Scotcii  intrepidity.  An 
army  composed  of  such  materials  must  be  irresiiiible.  He 
couU  have  wished  that  this  tote  of  thaiiks  had  been  icstrrved 
till  after  the  fall  of  Almeida;  but  tfiat  should  not  make 
him  object  to  the  vote.  Still  he  entertained  the  opinions  he 
fiMrmeriy  expressed,  and  consideied  the  system  cis  not  judi- 
cious.  If  Buonaparte  should  not  m^ke  some  great  offorts  to 
retrieve  his  losses,  his  imperial  throne  would  be  shaken ; 
his  iron  crown  would^  with  its  weight,  gall  his  own  head, 
and  the  Kii^  of  Italy  be  an  outcast  from  his  cradle.  But 
the  affaiis  were  not  yet  finished.  He  trusted  that  Ix)rd 
Welliiigtoa  would  ble  successful  in  making  the  Peninsula 
lallj  louod  him,  and  Europe  make  an  effort  for  her  deli- 
Teraoce*  No  hoooun  that  the  Crown  could  bestow  would 
be  too  great  for  him. 

Gmeral  Fergussott  rose,  but  should  uot  occupy  much 
of  the  time  of  tne  House.  There  was,  he  observed,  t^ut  one 
/MBtiment  in  the  ^ouse  and  in  the  couatry^  upon  the  merits 
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erf  liOid  WeilingtoB  and  his  brave  armj*  He  had  bat  OM 
•puiion  of  hmd  Wellington ;  his  exploits  excited  his  ad« 
BiretioB)  but  could  not  surprise  him.  He  sboukl  therelbiB 
nosl  bearlilj  vote  for  the  motion. 

JLord  George  Grenville  copld  not  give  a  silent  vote  upoa 
Ibis  <)uesl  ion.  He  concurred  cordially  in  the  vote  of  t hankSy 
and  ill  everj^  expression  of  adrainiiion  of  the  talents  and 
character  of  Lord  Wellington ;  not  from  individual  admi« 
Tatioii|  but  from  the  geuqral  conviction,  that  the  vote  of 
this  night  tvas  the  most  appropriate  reward  for  the  emioent 
services  he  had  pertorm<xJ|.  The  noble  Lord  then  entered 
into  a  detailed  consideration  of  the  operations  of  the  caoBk- 
paign,  and  concluded  ^ith  giving  his  heart  j  support  to  the 
vote  oi  thanks  to  the  gallant  General  and  his  brave  armv. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  observed)  that  in  the  vote  proposed^  he 
niost  cordially  concurred.  He  thought  that  Lord  WeU 
lington  deserved  the  thanks  of  that  House,  and  of  the  intioiu 
Ihle  was  of  opinion^  that  the  campaign  was  judiciously 
planned,  and  ably  executed ;  and  that  the  result  had  not 
tended  more  to  exalt  the  glory,  than  to  insure  the  safety 
of  the  country.     {Hear  !  hear  \) 

I'he  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  nemine  €9nira^ 
itcente* 

The  thanks  of  the  House  were  then  voted,  nemmc  contm^ 
dkenitj  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned  otbcers,  and 
privates,  for  their  eminent  services  uniformly  performed 
during  tlie  campaign^  by  which  additional  lustre  had  beet 
retiected  upon  the  Bntii^h  arms. 

A  similar  vote  was  passed,  nemine  contrtuOcqfte,  to- thank 
the  oSicers,  &c.  of  the  Portuguese  army  serving  imder  Sir 
W.  tUrestord. 

.  Mr*  Ircemanile  asked  whether  this  vote  included  all  the 
Portugueise  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain. 

2  he  Chmcellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied  ia  the  a(Eri> 

maure. 

COICISITTEB  OF   SITPPLT* 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Su^tply* 
Jhr*  JLong  ro&e,  pursuaint  to  iioricr,' to  bring  ftirward  the 
Vote  lor  the  Atmy  Lxtraordiaariesk  The  object  was  ko  oiake 
good  the  deficiency  ol  the  sum  voted  last  year ;  and  the 
excess  thib  year  aitibunled  td  687,000/.  The  ariDj  t%^ 
iraoii.inaries  were  those  sums  which  cohiid  not  be  reduced 
Withui  the  cnrdioaiios^  of  the  ahny,  or'tkiab.  cotiU 
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uidml,  be  reduced  to  estimate  at  all.  The  amy  Mtlmatei 
wrre  this  jcar  brought  forward  by  the  Secretary  at  War  ia 
•o  Tery  clear  a  manner,  that  no  explanation  would  now  be 
necessary- from  him.  The  only  things  whicli  required  ex* 
pbfiation  were  the  deductions,  and  those  to  the  amount  of 
fi,833,00(M.  were,  in  hxX^  not  expended,  but  only  ieot  from 
tjne  service  to  the  other.  He  concluded  by  moving,  **  that 
the  sum  of  6,270,098/.  ]9«.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Amy,  from  December^ 
J809,  \o  December,  1810." 

After  a  short  explanation  between  General  Tarletoa  and 
Lord  P^lmerston, 

Mr,  FreemantU  rose  for  the  purpose  of  warning  the 
House  with  respect  to  the  increosing  expenditnre  of  the 
army.  He  was  aware  that  our  service  was  at  present  of  A 
grmi  and  accessary  extent,  but  still  it  was  only  right  that  the 
eoantry  should  be  aware  of  the  consequent  expend  which 
waa  entailed  on  it.  Since  the  Spanish  contest  had  com* 
menced,  a  period  now  of  three  years,  our  army  had  cost  us 
S4  millions  per  annum,  exclusive  of  Ihe  ordnance,  which 
uroounted  annnally  to  about  four  millions  more*  It  had 
been  stated  last  year,  on  the  Walcheren  inqairy,  by  Mr. 
Huskisson,  whose  means  of  information  no  one  conM  doubt, 
that  an  army  of  40,000  men  on  the  opposite  shore  would 
coat  England  300,000/.  per  month.  We  had  now  in  Por- 
tugal 60,000  British  troops,  and  40,000  Portuguese  in  our 
pay,  which,  at  this  mte  of  calculation,  would  amount  to  one 
million  per  month.  This,  every  man  must  confess,  was  a 
great  and  powerful  expenditure.  When  he. said  this, 
aowever,  he  did  not,  by  any  means,  wish  to  counsel,  that 
our  army  should  be  withdrawn  from  Portugal.  The  ex- 
pense was  gr^t,  bat  still  it  was  necessary.  In  addition  to 
this  expense,  there  was  a  levy  of  2^1,000  men»  wear  and  tear, 
every  year,  which  might  not  only  be  termed  a  tax  of  men, 
but  of  money  also.  It  had  been  stated  by  a  member  of  the 
^vemment,  some  time  since,  that  we  lost  SO  per  cent,  on 
^11  dioney  which  we  sent  abroad.  This  system  was  ex- 
pensive now,  and  ita  continuance  must  naoessarily  produce 
An  increase  of  this  expense*  Having  felt  it  his  duty  to 
aCate  thus  much,  he  fuast  add,  that  he  by  no  means  desired 
16  uadervulue  the  success  df  Lord  Wellington.  So  tat  from 
it,  that  he  was  anxious  t<6  rise  in  the  late  debate,  to  give  hb 
mite  of  applause  to  the  gullant  General,  but  to  give  it  in  the 
liBmper  nvith  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbequtr  pro- 
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poMd  that  it  sbontd  be  ^ven,  namely,  abstnusted  from  all' 
ooii9ideration  of  the  policy  of  the  original  plan. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  saiil^  th&t,  undoabtedl  jr, 
in  the  late  debate,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  acceded  to 
«bis  wish,  he  would  have  abstained,  had  he  risen,  from  all 
comment  on  the  origi|ial  policy  of  the  campaign.  A  good 
opportunity  hail  now  arisen  for  the  diHCUS&ion  of  that  sub* 
jecty  but  still  the  honourable  gentleman  continued  silent. 
ProfcsfiiDg,  then,  as  he  had  done,  bis  desire  tjo  discuts  it,  and 
not  doing  so  when  an  opportunity  offered,  he  could  only 
infer,  that  the  plan  bad  met  bis  complete  acquiescence,  and 
tbat  he  had  at  length  been  convinced  of  its  wisdom  and  iti 
policy.  (Uearl  heart)  He  hoped  that  be  might  now 
conclude  that  the  honourable  gentleman  allowed  the  policy 
of  the  plan,  and  the  importance  of  acting  on  it.  What  was 
the  practicable  object,  of  the  bonoorable  gentleman's  warn* 
ing  to  the  country  about  the  expense  of  the  army  ?  The 
bonourabie  gentleman  declared  tne  expense  to  be  great ;  ao 
did  every  person  •  Every  one,  also,  allowed  it  to  be  ne<^es- 
sary,  and  so  did  the  honourable  sentkman ;  and  here  ended 
his  ^'warning."  (A  iaughl)  The  excess  of  this  year's 
cartraordinaries  over  those  of  last  year  was  only  600,000/. 
wbicb  must  have  been  very  reasonably  expected.  But  even 
this  would  not  have  been  the  case,  perhaps,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  very  unfavourable  state  of  exchange.  He  denied 
thai  any  member,  of  the  government  had  said  tbat  the  loss  ui 

'  every  hundred  pounds  which  we  sent  abroad  amounted,  to 
30/.  The  assertion  was,  indeed*  in  his  recollection,  but  it 
came  from  a  right  bonoorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby^ 
on  the  olbcr  side  of  the  House;  who,  unfortunately  not 
being  a  member  of  the  government,  could  not  have  very 
authentic  sources  of  information.  The  bonourabie  gentle- 
man did  not,  however,  it  seems,  wish  to  withdrew  our 
troops  from  Portugal ;  he  did  not  wisb  to  do  tbat  wbicb 
could  alone  diminish  the  expense.  Mo ;  be  thought  the 
expense  necessary  to  the  country.    Where,  tlien,  ii»  th« 

'  name  of  wonder,  was  the  use  of  the  ^^  warning  P*  No  man 
regretted  more  than  be  did  the  expenses  entailed  upon  tba 
country.  Concurring,  however,  as  he  did  witb.tne  hon. 
member,  that  though  the  expenses  were  great,  they  were 
necessary,  be  must  tbink  it  the  duty  of  every  man  to  exhort 
the  country  to  bear  them  patiently,  and  not  anticipate 
incoavenieiicies ;  wbicb  he  trusted  in  God  would  never 
i^cur,  but  which,  if  tbey  did  occor,  would  carry  with  thefn 


AVRILC9.J  TOLBftATlOir   LAWf«  5S 

,  the  coDsolatMMi  tbat  tbey  were  incurred  in  a  just  came  and 
tbroagb  onaToidable  necessUy.    {Hearl  kearl} 

After  a  finr  vords  from  Mr.  Freemantle  and  Geneial 
Tarleton,  in  explanation,  the  gnuit  waa'Toted,  and  tbc 
icmainin/BP  regular  extraordinarics  voted. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

XOMDAT,   AFaiL29. 
TOLBKATIOV   LAWS. 

Lord  Fisanmi  Sidmouth  gave  notice^  that  be  sbould  on 
ibeiHb  of  Ma  J  (Tbnrsdaj)  call  tbeir  Lordsbips*  attention 
to  tbe  important  tnbject  he  had  before  noticed  t  and  should 
on  thatdaj  state  bis  sentiments  at  length.  His  Lordship 
moved,  tbat  Hht  Lords  be  summoned  for  thi^t  day. — Or- 
dered. 


^•" 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  A9RIL  99, 

Lord  Pahnerstom  bn>u|(ht  up  a  Bill  for  increasing  tbe 
Inn-keeDers*  rates  for  soldieis. 

Mr.  uUts  took  tbat  opportunity  to  observe,  that  much 
inconvenience  iiras  felt  in  recruiting  from  tbe  Local  Militia, 
in  consequence  of  th6  veeruiting  bemg  carried  on  for  general 
service,  ai^  not  for  any  particular  regiments.  He  also 
vrbhed  to  know  bow  the  adjutants  were  to  pay  tbe  bounties 
to  tbe  men  enlisted. 

Lord  PaimerstoH  replied,  tbat  officers  were  employed  to 
recruit  for  particular  raiments,  besides  the  officers  employed 
to  recruit  for  general  service ;  which  latter  species  of  re* 
cniittngwas  eonsUered  an  experiment  well  worth  a  trial. 
With  respect  to  tbe  payment  of  tbe  bounties,  tiiat  was  lo  ^ 
be  provided  for  by  drafts  on  tbe  pay-masters  of  districts. 

The  fiill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  to-morrow ;  as  was  also  the  Portuguese  Trade 
and  Shipping  Bill,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Rose* 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  to  which  thereport  of  theCommirtee  on  the  state 
•f  Aing  H^ry  Vllth*s  chapel  was  refqrr<?c]^    a  sum  of 
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800W.  Wat  voted*  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Win.  Dickensoa^ 
to  be  applied  to  tfae  repairs  of  that  chapel.  The  House 
ttieo  vesamed,  and  tfae  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
<o>narrow/ 

Sir  Francis  BurdeH  obfiervin^  that  an  order  had  been 
made  on  the  27th  of  Fcbeuary  last,  for  the  production  of 
an  account  of  the  ships  and  property  taken  and  detained 

Erevious  to  the  year  1795,  and  placed  under  (he  Dutch 
bmniissioneri ;  and  also  an  account  of  the  amount  and 
final  adjudication  of  the  Danish  i»hip9  and  property  detained 
and  brought  in  before  the  declaration  of  war  in  1808  ;  and 
that  no  let  urn  had  yet  been  made  to  either  order,  moved 
that  the  said  retarns  be  made  forthwith. — Ordered. 

It  was  also  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  all  separate 
monies  paid  out  of  the  treasury  by  way  of  remuneration  to 
persons  having  property  or  effects  in  foreign  countries  se- 
questered on  the  ground  of  retaliation,  distinguishing 
British  subjects  so  remunerated  from  grants  made  to 
Foreigners. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  df  Sir  John  Sinclair,  that  there 
be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  all  the  private  Bills 
which  had  been  passed  sinpe  the  year  1784  to  the  latest 
period,  distinguishing  roads,  canals,  lands,  railways,  &c.^ 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,   APniJi  30. 
BUI^LION    KEPpBT* 

Mr.  Tiemty  wished  to  ask  the  ng^^^  honourable  gentle- 
maq  opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer),  whether  he 
would  have  any  objection  to  postponing  the  Committee  on 
ihe  Bullion  Report  from  to-morrow  to  another  day.  The  Re- 
•olutions  proposed  by  the  right  lionourable  gentleman, 
whom  he  did  not  then  see  in  hie  place,  (Mr.  Vansittart), 
created  the  necessity  for  some  farther  delay,  in  order  io  ena- 
ble gentlemen  to  make  themselves  folly  acquainted  with  the 
nature  andbearingof  these  Resolutions.  From  the  considem- 
tion  which  he  had  been  able  to  gifethe  subject,  and  he  had 
paid  particular  attention  to  it,  he  was  satisfied,  that,  as  the 
RttoluUons  were  framed,  they  were  not  calculated  to  convej 
an  assertion  of  facts  according  to  the  evidence.  It  was^  thcfe* 
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fym,  material  tliai  gcntlefiiefi  thoold  baf«  a  better  opporta« 
nity  of  making  up  their  minds  apon  thb  important  qnestion ; 
an  opportunity  the  more  neoetsary,  as  some  gentleman 
might  fetl  it  bis  dut  j  to  submit  to  the  House  some  counter* 
resolutions,  in  opposition  to  those  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman*  For  himseir,  he  must  say^  that  be  should  not 
pledge  himself  to  bring  forward  anj  such  resolutions,  though 
oe  hoped  some  other  mr^mber  would.  But  of  tbi^  he  was 
certain,  that,  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
Ikman^  as  they  were  fram^l,  it  was  at^lutely  Mmpossible 
for  any  gentleman  to  give  either  approbation  W  dissent,  ex- 
cept on  general  principles.  On  general  principles  he  should 
be  ready  to  gire  his  rote  agriinst  them ;  but  as  it  was  desira- 
ble on  all  hands,  that  (he  question  should  be  decided  npoa 
the  particular  merits,  he  trusted  the  right  lionourable  gentle* 
man  would  not  make  any  objection  to  a  short  delay,  (or  the 
purpose  of  enabling  gentlemen  to  come  to  the  discussion 
with  minds  fully  miule  up  on  the  subject* 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  was  rather  surprised  to 
hear  this  application  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman ; 
because  it  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that 
when  his  right  honourable  friend  read  his  Resolutions^  and  a 
suggestion  was  made  as  to  the  necessity  of  some  postpone 
meat  of  the  discussion  finon(i  Monday,  an  honourable  member 
(If  r.  H.  Thornton)  remarked,  that  having  heard  the  Resolu* 
tions  lead,  they  did  not  appear  to  him  io  suggest  any  new 
idea  upon  the  subject,  or  to  inrolve  any  matters  which  were 
not&miliarto  those  who  had  considered  the  Report,  and  that 
therefore  no  postponement  of  the  discussion  was  necessary. 
For  his  own  part,  he  fully  felt  how  disagreeable  it  was  to 
defer  still  ferther  this  discussion,  which  had  been  so  long 
over  their  heads ;  but  was  at  the  same  time  sensible 
Lward  it  would  be  to  hurry  on  the  discussion  when 
any  gentleman  desired  a  short  delay  of  forty-eight  hours,  or 
a  tew  davs,  in  order  to  come  better  prepared  to  the  considera* 
tion.of  the,  question.  He  was  of  opinion,  however,  that  if 
the  proposed  delay,  which  he  understood  tt>  extend  to 
Mooday  next,  should  be  assented  to,  it  should  be  on  an  ex* 
press  understanding,  that,  if  in  point  of  fact  any  counter* 
resolutions  were  to  be 'proposed  by  the  right  honoumble 
gentleman  or  any  other  honourable  member,  they  should  be 
communicated  to  the  House  on  Friday  next,  previously  to 
the  debate  on  Monday.  With  respect  to  the  delay,  he  rather 
thought,  that  though  his  right  honourable  friend  (OIr«  7aii« 
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sittart)  WB$  not  preMot^  with  wiMmi  the  poTver  of  4;iHWiitiiif 
rested,  he  ¥roald  ha?e  no  otgeetion  to  ioqwBce  in  tile  m- 
lanicement  proposed. 

Mr.  Charles  Jdams  could  take  upfm  himaeir  t^  eoiMeitt 
to  the  ddaF  oa  the  part  of  his  right  boaourable  firiend,  whote 
authority  be  had  to  say^  that  be  ivould  bare  oO  objectioa  to 
the  delay  required. 

Mri  Tiemey  diBclainied  baying  f  iyen  any  pledge  that  lie 
would  bring  forward  any  counter^Desohitioos ;  wou^  be 
thought  it  likely  that  eome  other  hoaounrUe  genUemati 
might  do  «o. 

The  ChanciUor  of  the  Excheauer  cbeerved,  that  he  had 
not  charged  upon  the  right  honourable  member  haTuig 
given  any  sudi  pledge ;  neither  did  he  Wish  the  right  lion, 
gentleman  to  bring  forward  any  couuter^reiolutionB.  He 
should  b^  fittdh  better  aatiflfied  at  bis  concurring  k  the  Re*- 
acdtttiotts  d^  his  rigfit  boaoaiable  friend  (A  laugh). 

Mr.  Horner  J  so  far  as  Jbe  was  personally  coocemed,  was 
perfectly  prepared  to  go  into  the  d^ussion  at  any  time ;  but 
£e  must  obssrtie,  that  these  were  Elesolutions  founded  upon 
an  extensive  mass  of  erideace,  whicl^  k  would  be  impossiUe 
for  gentlemen  to  decide  upon  justly,  wkrbout  making  them« 
sdves  acquainted  with  that  endeiice  particidarly.  Sevend 
of  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman's  Resolutions  were  not  con- 
sistent with  tlie  eTidence^  and  onljr  calculailed  to  mislead  the 
House*  If  gentkmen  had  not  time,  therefore,  to  consider 
the  evideuce,  it  would  be  ntremely  diflScult  for  him  to  con- 
Tince  them  that  the  Resoltttioas  were  not  borne  out  by  that 
evidence.  There  were  some  of  the  Besolutions  wb^h  ho 
considered  unfounded :  the  fifth,  for  instaooe^  assumed  four 
or  five  things  9$  &cits>  which  be  contended  were  notiadsy 
but  which  it  would  not  be  easy  (or  him  to  dbew  not  to  be 
f^cts,  unless  gentlemen  were  to  be  fully  m  posMuon  of  the 
evidence. 

The  order  for  the  Committee  on  the  Bidlioa  Bepmrt  to« 
morrow  was  then  dj«diarged,  and  find  for  Monday  Jiest. 

Adjourned. 


y  ;     ■   ■■ 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEPKESPAT,  I^AT  !• 
CBIMTNAI.  LAW. 


The  Marquii  of  Hertford  presented  a   petition  from 
cecuia  owiiefi  of  blea6mng  grouads  in  the  N<nth  of  Iie« 


land,  suting  the  insufl^ieocj  of  1^  lnw,  as  it  at  present 
stoodv  to  prot^t  iheir  property,  expressing  their  opiniQn^ 
that  if  the  capital  punishment  was  taken  away,  ana  a  pu« 
nishitient  of  lesser  iliagnitucfe,  but  morle  certain  in  its  effect, 
^btttitttted,  it  would  tend  in  a  greater  degree' tlian  at  pretent 
to  prevent  the  depredations  committed  od  their  property ; 
and  praying  that  th#  Bill  now  before  the  House  for  that 
purpose  might  receite  their  Lordships*  sanction,— The  pe« 
tition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ZA>rd  HoUand stzieif  that  he  had  a  petition  of  the  same 
nature  from  personi^  of  a  similar  description  in  this  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  wbieh.  he  ^ould  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  pretentin^. 

itdjounied. 


MOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WBDMBiDAT,   If  Af  1. 

The  fflave*Trade  Felotij  Bill  Was  read  a  third  time  and' 
passed. 

XHBATEfiS* 

Mr.  Tajflor  gttw^  aodce^  that  on  the  9th  instant  be 
wcnild  move  for  a  Select  Committee,  to  inquire  into  the 
Privileges  ei}j<md  by  the  Theatres  Royal,  and  the  benefits 
which  the  Fubfic  derived  from  these  PHvile^es,  and  dt9* 
advanta^  to  which  dicfy  ware  subjected  in  consequenee  of 
tlieir  existences 

.  yutLIOK  AND 'BANE  NOTBS. 

Jfr;  H,  Th&rtOon  mo^ed  for  mi  Aeeount  of  the  Amoutit 
of  Bank  Notes  in  cireolation  on  the  lat  of  every  month  of 
tlie  yeara  l^BJ-d.  diitioguishing  Bmk  Notes  from  Post 
Bais.-Ordefed.  , 

.  Mr.  FMmittart  moved  for  «l  Aceomit  of  the  Bank 
Notes  ifr  circulation  in  the  years  1T9S-9,  1800- 1 -^ii  distin* 
pissbioff  those  under  five  pounds,  together  with  a  Copy  of 
Bfiv  information  possess^  by  the  Bank  relative  to  the 
Pnce  of  Gold  and  Silver  Bullion,  from  lT3d  to  1740.— 
Ordered. 

P.  Murray  presented  papersjrelative-  to  the  late  dis* 
at  Madm«^Lakl  on  the 


00 
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•ICILIAN   TREATY. 

In  A  Committee  oFSupply^  to  which  the  Sicilian  Treaty 
was  referred,  Mr*  Ptrctval  moved|  that  400,000/.  be 
granted  to  the  Prince  Regent,  to  make  good  his  Majesty*! 

.  ^nsagement  with  the  Sicilian  Government, 

Mr.  WkitbrcaddM  not  rise  with  any  hope  of  being  able 
to  persuade  the  House  to  dissent  even  from  the  amount  of 
the  sum  to  be  granted.  Neither  did  he  pronose  again  to 
epter  upon  those  arguments  which  be  had  beiort  used,  and 
whiph  qad  been  so  much  better  used  by  others  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  Sicilian  Treaty*  9vt  he  still  hoped,  notwith« 
standing  what  bad  passed,  notwithstanding  the  exultation 
of  the  public  mind,  owing  to  our  late  success,  that  gep(Ie« 
men  would  keep  an  anxious  guard  over  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money.  The  (louse  \i^d  no  information  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  grant  was  to  be  applied.  At  a 
time  when  it  was  proposed  to  give  away  to  much  of  the 
public  money  in  this  way— when  tbey  were  expending  so 
much  for  the  protection  of  the  Island  of  Sicily — for  British 
purposes  let  it  be-^but  still,  when  they  were  defending  it  at 
such  a  price-^— at  a  time  when  they  were  subsidising  tb^ 
Court  of  Sicily,  it  became  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  openly  to  declare,  that  some  attempt  should  be 
made' on  our  part  to  induce  the  govenunent  of  that  island  to 

'  remedy  its  detects-rwithout  which,  no  grants  no  aid  would 
be  available  in  the  end*  For  a  more  pndigate  governmentt 
or  a  more  oppressed  people,  did  notlexist,  nor  ever  bad  ex-» 
isted*  (Jlcavj  hear  I )  That  be  believ^,  and  he  thpugh t  it 
his  duty  to  say  so  openly,  as  well  on  account  of  the  Sici* 
Kans,  and  even  their  king,  as  out  of  regard  to  the  interests 
of  this  country.  Still  he  had  no  hope  at  present  of  per« 
suading  the  House  even  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  grant. 
But  before  he  sat  down,  he  could  not  help,  however  ineguv 
larly,  expressing  bis  regret  that  he  had  not  been  presenf 
vrhen  the  vote  of  tSknks  to  Lord  Wellington  bad  been  sub-i 
mittted  to  the  House.  His  absence  on  that  day  bad  been 
owing  to  piiblic  avocations  not  to  be  dispensed  with-^which 
could  alon^  justify  the  absence  of  a  member  of  Parliftment 
on  occasions  of  great  public  importance.  On  all  such  op> 
CBsions,  whether  the  benches  were  full  or  empty,  no  business 
of  a  private  nature,  no  allurements  of  pleasure,  should  ever 
prevent  fafifp  from  attending  in  his  plac^.  He  most  heartily 
ponqurred  in  (bat  note  of  thanks ;  (He(irf  hear !)    m»d  m 
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ngretted  bis  fthpDoe  the  more,  because  be  wouM  bare  been 
esabled  then  to  have  done  wbat  it  bad  saldoiii  been ;  in  bit 
power  to  do ;  be  would  baye  felt  binieelf  oallcd  opon  to 
^ise  tbe  'conduct  of  Ministere  for  baying  adccted  a  General 
m  whom  tbey  tbennelves  could  complete! j  oonfide.  (Hear^ 
hear  I)  He  would  baye  been  able  to  say  too,  tbat  notwiUn 
standing  the  doubts  wbicb  he  had  entertained-of  tbe  conduct 
of  the  campaign ;  though  be  bad  hesitated  much  a«  to  the 
propriety  oi  ine  proceedinin  at  diftrent  periods,  and  tbougk 
be  had  thought  some  of  them  eztmnely  questionable,  yet 
when  the  whole  was  dcTcIoped,  and  appeared  bnt  parts  of 
one  vast  plan,  of  which  the  ancoess  had  evinced  the  wisdom^ 
be  would  have  been  enabled  to  say  that  Lord  WelUii|;[toQ 
had  richly  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  House  andorhia 
country.  He  would  have  acknowledged  tbe  great  talents 
which  that  gallant  oflker  had  displayed,  and  broagbt  bis 
fiseble  voice  in  aid  of  the  great  fame  which  he  bad  acquired 
on  tbifi  occasion.  He  would  have  borrowed  the  quotation 
of  an  eloquent  young  member  of  that  House,  and  who  was 
likely  to  become  one  of  its  greatest  ornaments,  without  bow 
ever  admitting  its  premises — hmdiam  gloria  superaoii.'^ 
{Hear  \  hear !)  But  notwithstanding  the  change  of  fortune 
that  bad  taken  place,  whether  affectmg  the  situation  of  the 
Peninsula  or  of  fiorope,  be  should  hope  that  the  Gro  vemment 
of  this  country  would  regulate  its  conduct  by  tbe  dictates 
of  moderalion ;  that  it  would  not,  in  the  intoxication  of 
success^  lose  sight  of  this  great  truth,  that  tbe  only  legiti* 
mate  object  of  war  was  peace :  a  truth  more  especially  to 
he  kept  in  mind,  considering  the  oppressed  state  of  this  and 
other  countries,  from  the  long  continuance  of  hostilities. 
{Hear^  hear  I)  He  should  hope  they  would  endeavour  to 
use  their  succeBl^  for  tbe  attainment  of  that  object  How 
this  was  to  be  done,  he  did  not  pretend  to  advise;  but  this 
great  object  ought  always  to  be  held  in  view ;  and  he 
trusted  tqat  Ministers  would  not  be  led  away  by  undue  ex- 
ultation at  their  success,  but  would,  if  possible,  make  it 
subservient  to  this  desirable  end.  He  had  been  anxious  to 
take  ibis  opoortnnity^  tbe  first  of  which  be  -could  avail 
hims^f,  ioj  throw  out  these 'observations;  but^  as  be  had 
alreadj  s^id,  he  would  neither  oppose  the  grant,  nor 
attempt  to  persuade  the  House  to  dimmish  its  amount* 

Mr.  Pcrceool  observed,  that  it  would  be  too  much  to 
expect,  that  the  House,  after  having  gone  so  far  in  enabling 
Government  to  cpniply  with  the  stipulation  of  this  treaty, 
should  now  either  refuse  tbe  grant,  or  diminish  the  usual 
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ili90tiiit    He  ocNild  not,  howv?er,  but  icigwt  the  way  m  * 
which  the  honourable  gentlrman  bad  tbooeht  proper  to 
tpeak  of  the  govcmmmt  and  the  people  of  Sicily  ;  for  no« 
thing  vat  more  likfly  than  ahether  to  prevent  thesnccett  of 
our  eSaris  for  the  defence  of  Sicily,  or  of  any  appUcatioo9y 
suppoaing  it  were  proper  to   make  guch,  for  the  ame- 
lioration of  its  government)  than  declai&tionfl  of  this  kmd^ 
lenilin^  to  set  the  people  in  opposition  to  their  government. 
Such  language  could  surely  have  no  tendency  to  second  the 
grant  of  the  House  in  promoting  the  general  cause.    The 
eScct  of  British  assistance  had  been  as  yet  to  save  the  islaild- 
of  Sicily  from  the  gmsp  of  France,  and  this  was  at  least  a 
strong  reason  for  continuing  that  assistance.     He  was  glad 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  this  opportunity' 
ofex  pressing  hia  sentiments  on  the  events  in  Portugal.     He 
bad  Gone  so,  in  a  way  most  creditable  to  the  object  of  hi^ 
commendation,  and  no  less  creditable  to  himself;    in  M 
manner  indeed  more  open  and  candid  than  perhaps,  under 
nil  the  circumstances,  could  have  been  expected,  even  from' 
his  libemlityw     In  the  name  of  Lord  Wellington,(therefiore) 
he  thanked  him.     As  to  the  general  sentiments  thrown  out 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  about  ptece,  in  these  all  must 
be  agreed ;  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  (hat  thia 
would  bea  favourable  opportunity  for  making  a  proposition' 
of  this  kind,  or  that  the  late  events  were  likely  to  produce 
tmy  moderation  on  the  part  of  our  adversary,  he  widely  dif- 
fered from  him  in  opinion.    That  peace  was  the  legitimate 
object  of  war,  was  certainly  true ;  but  whether  it  could  be  use* 
fully  attempted  at  the  present  moment  to  bring  about  that 
desirable  object,  he  would  leave  the  House  to  ilcterraine. 

Mr,  Wbitbttad  wished  to  vindicate  himself  from  the' 
charge  of  a  want  of  prudence  in  characterising,  as  he  had 
done,  the  govemnfent  and  people  of  Sicily.  Consi<lering 
that  the  oppressed  state  of  the  people  of  Sicily  and  the  vice* 
of  its  government  were  known  to  Europe  and  the  world,  he 
thought  it  idle  to  attempt  their  concealment.  He  tbotight 
it  the  duty  of  a  member  of  the  British  House  of  Commons^ 
in  voting-  a  supply  of  tbb  kind,  to  proclaim  the  circura^ 
stances  aloud,  in  order  to  shew  that  thev  were  not  insensible 
to  those  defects  which  must  tend  to  defeat  the  object  for 
which  the  money  was  granted.  The  right  honoarable  gen^ 
ticsnan  appeared  to  think  thathe  (Ur.  Wbitbread)  bad  said 
that  a  speedy  peace  might  easily  be  brought  atoul.  Hf^ 
had  said  no  such  thing.    But  it  wa(  no  cofBm6ii»phice  ob» 
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sanntkHi  toflijthat  it  ou^^t  alwuysto  be  kept  in  Tiew* 
tbat  peace  was  the  gnat  objcn^t  of  fegitimnte  war.  OAat 
durinft  the  space  of  twenty  yfare  pest,  had  the  ^of^mmeot 
lost  sight  of  the  mociemtion  which  he  reconnncnded.  OAcn 
bad  the  nation,  infineocpd  bj  the  goi^rament,  been  lau^lit 
to  belJere  that  peace  wooM  be  its  destruction*  CMlen  had 
they  both,  upon  any  partial  success,  been  enthusiastic 
enou^  to  imagine  that  Uiis  would  lead  (o  the  orerthrow  of 
the  goireramcnt  of  France.  Whether  peace  could  now  bo 
attained,  he  coidd  not  say.  fFbe  thing,  perhaps,  was  not 
▼cry  probable,  but  still  it  was  possible ;  and  it  was  iinpoKsibte 
to  know  what  might  be  done  till  the  trial  was  made.  M-^ny 
opportUBitios,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  ne^irlected.  Now 
he  saw  a  roomed  of  pressure  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and[ 
of  success  on  onrs,  and  he  would  take  adrantnge  of  that 
circumstanoe  to  oiake  an  attempt  at  peace.  He  might  he 
enthusiastic  in  bis  notions  on  this  suhjt^t;  but  such  was  his 
opinion,  and  he  was  bound  on  a  aaotter  of  such  importance 
to  declaie  it. 

Mr»  W»  Smbk  rensarked,  that  considering  how  notorious 
the  staite  of  the  government  and  people  of  Sicily,  was,  he 
thought  it  wisdom  and  sound  policy  to  urge  such  reforma- 
tions as  might  be  effected  without  tumult,  and  conyinoe  the 
Sicilians  bow  much  the  British  wece  interested  in  their 
frromr.  British  troops  would  then  be  considered  Ds  friends, 
and  the  inhabitants  would  always  be  ready  to  assist  them  on 
an  eoMiiigency.  He  should  have  been  glad  to  have  heard|. 
whether  any  d&ctnaji  representation  had  been  made  in 
fiiYour  of  the  people  of  Sicily— for  if  their  condition  were 
considenibly  aoKliorated,  the  island,  and  eren  the  govern* 
meut,  would  be  more  safe,  and  out  defence  of  both  would 
be  much  more  easy.  With  this  persuasion  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  the  troops  there  would  be  e^ual  in  effect  t^ 
^ouoktheir  nunil)er,  and  we  should  be  subject  to  much  Icsi 
expanse  both  in  men  and  money.  Some  small  inconvenience 
there  might,  perhaps,  be  in  adverting  to  the  state  of  the  go* 
vemment  and  people  of  the  island  so  openly,  but  in  a  large 
view  of  the  matter  the  advantage  were  incomparabhr 
greater.  It  was  upon  these  principles  that  his  hooourabie 
niend  an,d  himself  felt  themselves  called  upon  thus  pub* 
lidv  to  state  what  bene$ts  might  he  derived,  not  only  to 
Sictly^,  but  to  this  country^  from  an  aoi^lioration  of  the  8ici« 
liafi  government. 

Sir  T.  Turton  had  expected  to  have  heard  that  soihe  r^ 
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presentation  had  been  made.  If  we  had  been  eoanected 
with  the  Sicilians  merely  as  alliiv,  there  mi^ht  be  oonsl-j 
dtrabl^  objections  to  ipur  interference.  Bat  when  we  de- 
fended them  as  principals,  it  was  a  perfectly  Iqptimattf 
object  to  recommend  to  them  such'  amendments  as  wonld 
materially  contribute  to  that  defence*  He  would  hare  sng^ 
rated  SQch  alterations  as  were  essential  to  the  effectual  de-' 
ience  of  the  island*  There  was  hardly  an  officer  in  the 
British  army  serving  in  Sicily,  as  he  had  heard,  who  did  not 
consider  the  government  of  that  island  as  more  to  be  feared 
than  all  the  Murats  in  I^pies.  The  general  opinion 
among  theni  likewise  was,  as  he  understood,  that  Sicily 
ought  either  to  be  evacuated  or  taken  into  our  own  hands* 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  peace,  if  there  was  a  nfoment 
to  trd&t  more  fevonrable  than  another,  it  was  when  we  were 
auccessfuL  The  occasion,  he  thought,  called  for  an  effort 
to  ascertain  whether  France  would  yield  the  independence 
of  Spain*  He  would  not  crouch  at  the  feet  ot  France,  and 
crave  a  peace — but  this  was  atime  when  they  might  propose 
to  France  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  Peninsula 
with  some  chance,  however  small,  of  success.  He  was  not 
nfraid  to  encounter  whatever  unpopularity  might  at  this 
time  attach  to  that  opinion.  As  to  the  grant  under  conside- 
lation,  he  did  not  see  how  it  could  now  be  refused.  He 
wonld  say  nothing  fetther,  therefore,  on  that  point ;  the 
country  not  being  yet  prepared  for  a  resolution,  either  to 
evacuate  the  islaiHl,  or  take  it  into  our  own  bands,  unless 
some  alterations  favourable  to  the  people  could  be  made  in 
its  government. 
Resolution  agreed  to,  and  report  ordered  for  to-morrow* 

IRISH    PRBSBNTMBNTS. 

Sir  John  'NexDport  adverted  to  an  Act  of  Parliament,  re* 

Siiring  that  the  Presentments  of  dxhuA  Juries  in  Ireland 
ould  be  transmitted  to  the  Irish  Secretary,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  laid  before  Parliament.  He  wished  to  know  why 
this  had  not  been  done  ?  (No  answer.)  The  question  really 
deserved  an  answer,  as  the  provision  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
had  not  been  complied  with. 

Mr.  Welleslet/  Pole  wished  the  honourable  Baronet  had 

E*ven  him  some  notice  of  this,  and  then  he  would  have  been 
Iter  able  to  answer.  But  he  would  inquire  into  the  matter, 
and  give  the  honourable  Baronet  an  answer  either  in  or  out 
«{  toa  House,  as  he  chose. 


V 
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Sir  J.  Newport  would  prefer  receiving  the  answer  in  the 
House,  as  this  was  a  public  coocern,  arising  upon  an  Act  of 
Parliament.     [HeoTy  hear !) 

Sir' J.  Newport  moved  for  copies  of  the  representations 
itiade  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Stamp-office  in  Ireland 
as  to  the  evasion  of  the  duties  on  legacies  and  probates 
of  wilk,  in  the  years  1809,  10,  and  11 ;  tc^ther  with 
an  account  of  the  measures  that  had  been  taken  in  con- 
sequence. 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  MAT   8. 

The  Slave-Trade  Felony  Bill,  and  some  local  and  private 
Bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Brougham, 
Lord  Leveson  Gower,  Mr.  Babini^too,  and  other  members, 
and  read  a  first  time.  The  Slave-Trade  Felony  Bill  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OP  COJfMONS- 

THURSDAY,   MAT  2. 

The  Speaker  communicate<)  to  the  House  the  reply  of 
General  Graham  to  the  Vote  of  Thanks  for  his  gallant 
Conduct  in  the  battle  of  Barrosa,  expressing  his  deep  sense 
of  the  honour  confened  on  him.  '  # 

MONMOUTH    CANAL* 

Mr.  H,  Smith  rose  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  Honse  on 
a  subject  of  great  local  importance,  and  one  in  which 
private  rights  were  not  less  involved  than  the  interests  of  the 
public  revenue.  It  appeared  that^i  boon  had  been  granted 
to  a  particular  speculation  bestowing  exemptions  on  the  in- 
habitants of  a  considerabledistrict,  and. or  grounds  for  which 
no  solid  or  rational  foundation  could  be  discovered.  He 
was  clearly,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  when  these  exemp- 
tions were  granted,  neither  thciir  tendency,  nor  their  extent, 
were  properly  examined  or  fairly  understood.  The  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  Monmouthshire  Canal  Act  had  been 
referred,  seemed  to  have  adopted  the  clause  conferring  the 
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prmlcf  e  in  a  Ycry  inadTerteni  mannnr.  Tbey  had  vitl^ 
apparent  unconsciousness  erected  a  priyate  board  of  tnule^ 
enabling  them  to  eocouragje  at  their  discretion  the  import  of 
coals  in  a  particular  place.  In  the  year  1809  a  quantity  of 
coni  had  been  landed  free  of  duty,  by  which  alone  the 
revenue  had  sufiered  a  loss>df  SO^OOO/.  A  giant  at  once  so 
unreasonable,  antl  so  improvident,  ought  to  be  recalled  in 
the  manner  most  expedient,  with  as  litile  delay  as  possible. 
This  repeal ,  could  not  be  resisted  on  any  legitimate  prirt« 
ciple,  even  of  a  private  nature.  The  persons  constituted 
into  a  board  were  prevented  from  enjoying  an  interest  in  the 
canaU  and  of  course  could  not  lay  claim  to  the  possession  of 
a  valuable  right.  Adtr  a  variety  of  additional  ai^uments, 
the  honourable  gentleman  concluded  by  moving*  ^^  That 
the  House  do  resolve  itaelfinto  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  consider  of  the  repeal  of  such  parts  of  the  Mon* 
nu>uthshi(e  Canal  Act  as  granted  exemptions  from  the 
duty  on  coals  conveyed  by  canal  or  railway,  and  gave 
authority  to  the  grant  of  bitmnties  on  the  import  of  coals. 
&c," 

Mr.  JeJct/tt  observed,  that  he  entertained  a  very  dif- 
ferent view  of  the  question  from  that  of  his  honourable 
coIleB^^ue.  He  felt  himself  called  on  by  the  duty  he  owed 
to  their  joint  constituents  to  give  all  the  opposition  in  his 
power  to  a  motion  the  aaost  extraofdinary  and  anomalous 
which  he  had  ever  beard.  The  clause  wliich  his  honour* 
able  and  learned  friend  represented  to  have  been  clandes^ 
tlnely  introduced  in  a  Committee,  was  framed  by  the  then 
Solicitor  General,  now  a  noble  Lord,  and  he  himself  had 
teen  it  in  his  hand-writing.  The  question  was  therefore 
neither  more  nor  len  than  whether,  after  the  faith  of  Par- 
liament had  been  pledged*  and  on  the  foundation  of  that 
pledge,  capital  to  an  enormous  amount  had  been  embarked 
in  varioiv  undertakin^y  the  House  was  now  to  turn  upon 
those  whom  it  had  deceived,  and  take  away  what  it  had 
originally  ^iven  ?  It  wfts  nothing  less  than  a  new  and 
absurd  project  for  raising  a  tax  at  tue  expense  of  a  manifest 
injustice. 

Mr.  Homer  opposed  the  motion,  and  referred  to  the 
prodigious  increase  in  the  export  of  culm  from  the  port  of 
Swansea  since  the  passing  of  the  last  Canal  Act. 

Sir  J.  NichoU  strongly  supported  the  question,  and 
observed)  that  the  vigilance  or  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex« 
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chequer  (Mc  PilO  m»  probaUj  ^tupdscd  wfaen  UiU  act 
leceiired  his  couatenanoe. 

Mr.  Hilber force  declared,  that  tlie  coiuity  of  York  and 
ibe  Jiarigatioo  of  the  H  umber  were  uot  kss  liable  to  be 
afiected  oy  the  propoied  zoeasuce  th»ii  the  couniios  of 
Monmouth  I  and  Ulamoriran.  The  town  of  Matl^  contain^ 
ing  a  population  of  ^,000  persons,  was  supplied  with 
liver'borne  ooab  in  a «iaiil«ur  manner.  To  him  it  appeared 
a  moftt  mischievous  and  injurious  principle,  to  attempt  any 
iofringeDient  on  the  rights  of  piiraie  property  lanciioned 
by  Parliament^  upon  any  consideration  of  such  infringe- 
laent  proFing  pnifilat^le  eitlier  to  individuals  or  to  the 
jpevanue. 

Mr.  jr.  Jdam  said,  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  1797 
iras  itself  an  encroachment  on  the  existing  iavr 

Mr.  W.  Ward  nid,  that  those  persons  who  might  lay 
^nt  their  capital  on  the  iaith  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  were 
BoC  bound  to  inquire  how  that  Act  wa3  obtained—- it  was 
9iifl£cient  for  them  that  the  Act  had  been  obtained.     ' 

After  sooae  further  discussion,  on  the  question  being  putj 
dieiaotipn  waa  ocgaiired  without  a  dinsion. 

Adjottraed* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

{    FaU»AT,   MAY   S. 

Mr.  WeBesky  Pole^  in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  an 
bonourabk  Baronet  ojx  a  former  day,  observed,  that  the 
Irst  return,  under  the  49th  of  the  King,  was  required  to 
be  made  by  the  treasurers  of  the  counties  in  Ireland,  relative 
to  the  number  of  presentments  previous  to  the  25th  of 
December  last.  Twenty-seven  returns  only  had  been  made 
to  the  office  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  :  but  it  had 
been  thought  better  by  the  person  in  the  office,  not  to  lay 
these  returns  before  Parliament  till  the  remainder  should  be 
received.  These  returns,  however^  were  ready  jto  be  pre* 
sented^  whenever  the  right  honourable  Baronet  should 
think  propcnr  to  move  for  them.  If  the  right  honourable 
Baronet  wished  to  make  an  example  of  some  one  of  the 
treasurers  who  had  not  complied  with  the  Act,  he  could 
inform  him,  that  the  treasurer  for  the  coiinty  of  the  city  of 
Waterfoid  had  npt  yet  made  any  return. 
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Sir  John  Newport  wishod  only  4hat  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  should  be  complied  with.  He  had  no  desire  that  any 
example  should  be  made ;  and  as  to  the  treasurer  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  gentlemnn,  he  had  no  more  conneyion 
with  him  than  that  honouirable  gentleman. 

COMMITTEE    OF    StJ^PLY. 

The  UoQse  having  resolved  into  a  Committee  of  Soppi r, 
to  which  the  accounts  presented  by  Mr.  Wharton  on  the 
24:th  of  April  and  on  the  1st  of  May  weie  referred^  the 
following  sums  were  voted  :-^  *     - 

^0)000/.  for  toads  and  bridges  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot* 
land. 

40,000/.  for  the  Canal  betwera  the  east  and  western 
coasts  of  Scotland. 

Upon  the  question  upon  this  vote, 

JIf  r.  Jbercromby  desired  to  know  whether  there  was  dny 
likelihood  that  this  would  be  soon  completed,  or  whethet  it 
was  iniended  that  this  yote  should  be  continued  annually* 
Tlie  project  was  taken  np  in  the  first  instance  for  th6  pur- 
pose  of  afibrding  employment  Xo  the  highlanders,  who  for 
want  ot  employment  were  emigrating  4o  other' countries  ; 
but  he  was  informeil,  that  in  point  of  feet,  the  ^rreater 
number  of  the  labourers  now,  employed  were  from  Shropr 
shire. 

The  Speaker  believed  that  he  could  answer  the  question 
of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman.  Though  he  had 
himspU  had  no  concern  with  the  original  projection  of  this 
work,  be  had  no  diflScuUy  in  saying»  that,  from  all  the 
attention  he  had  paid  to  the  subjeqt^  and  all  the  information 
he  bad  received  respecting  it,  be  was  led  to  entertain  a 
favourable  opinion  of  its  utility.  With  respect  to  the 
progrehs  nbich  ii^d  been  made  in  the  execution  of  the  work« 
he  liad  to  observe,  ttiat  it  was  reported  to  be  half  finished 
in  1809,  and  consequently  must  be  more  th(|n  half  finished 
at  present.  The  grant  proposed  this  year  was  10,000/* 
less  than  last  year ;  which  arose  from  the  progress  made 
in  the  work  rendering  a  smaller  .expenditure  necessary. 
The  Bverage  number  of  persons  employtxl  W4)s  one  thou* 
sand;  but  within  the  last  si:^  months  that  number  had 
been  rwluced,  lest  the  employment  of  so  many  labourers, 
on  such  an  undertaking,  siiould  have  the  effect  of 
raising  the  price  of  labour  in  the  neighbourhood.  There 
was,  however^  an  occurrence  which  had  taken  place 
^ithm  tl^last  six  weeks^  which  it  might  be  desirable  to 
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fttate  \o  the  Comniittee,  and  it  was  thts-^that  owii^  to  the 
presstHe  of  the  tiroes  gmt  o  ambers  had  been  thrown  whollj 
out  of  eroplojofteot  in  the  north«ires(ero  parts  of  Scot- 
land, of  wbooa  about  500  persons,  who  would  otherwise 
have  been  destitute,  obtained  employment  on  this  canal* 
He  felt  it  dne  to  the  en^neers  to  state,  that  hitherto  no 
unforeseen  difficulties  haci  occurnxl  jn  the  execution  of  the 
^ork.    Any  ^rentleman  who  wished  for  information  on  this 
subject,  would  find  in  the  fourth  report  respecting  it,  a 
body  of  documents  containing  the  opinions  of  the  merchants 
-  of  liiverpool  and  other  mercantile  fiersons  as  to  tho  utility 
of  the  canal  for  commercial  purposes,  independent  of  the 
public  ad^antige  of  facilitating  the  passage  of  frigates  from 
the  eastern  to  the  western  coast  of  Scotland.     As  to  the 
description  of  persons  employed,  he  sliould  say  that  the 
result  of  an  inquiry  he  had  directed  to  be  made  on  the 
subject  shewed  the  number  of  persons  from  Eneland  em- 
ployed in  the  work  not  to  exceed  twenty  ;  and  if  his  recol- 
lection  served  him  right,  he  could  state  them  to  be  only 
six. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Abercromby,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
and  Mr.  YansiUaft,  the  Tote  was  agreed  to. 

7, 100/.  for  the  works  near  both  Hpuses  of  Parliament  for 
the  year  1811. 

^nOO/.  for  the  National  Vaccine  Establishment 
6000/.  for  the  Royal  Chapter  House. 
25,000/.  for  rebuilding  public  edifices  at  Trinidad,  con- 
somcdbyfire. 

The  vote  of  asum  of  4034/.  4s.  1 1  J.  as  a  compensation  to 
Mr.  Davis,  for  his  loss,  by  having  been  kept  since  1803 
out  of  possession  of  the  premises  of  the  Old  Marshalsea 
Piison,  was,  with  a  view  to  the  production  of  farther  infor- 
ination>  postponed  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitbread. 

The  House  then  resuoMKl,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  on  Monday. 

FARMAJtfENTARY   BktFO&U.  . 

Mr.  Whitbread,  in  the  absence  of  an  honoumbic  friend, 
(Mr.  Brand)  put  off  his  motion  respecting  Parliamentary 
Reform,  to  Wednesd^  the  loth  instant. 

INDIA   PAPERS. 

Mr.  Creeoeifs  adverting  to  the  papers  which  had  been 
fecently  laid  before  the tiouse  respecting  the  military  trans- 
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actiaiis  ia  the  ftLidiB^  army,  obMrved,  thai  on  exftmiaing 
tbou>'he  fouDcl  that  «aaie  had  been  alceadjr  before  the 
House,  Und  that  others  were  not  neoessary  for  the  disoossioQ 
of  the  question.  He  therefore  moved,  that  such  only  as  he 
selected  and  pointed  out  should  be  printed. 

ilir.  JOundas  would  not  oppose  the  motioa,  but  felt  it 
necessary  to  notice  the  ^cility  with  which  motions  of  that 
description  wereallowea  to  pass»  b^  which  tlie  public  was 
put  to  much  expense.  , 

After  a  few  farther  observations  from  Mr*  Dundas,  Mr* 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Creevey,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BULLION    REPORT. 

Mr.  Horner  rose,  and  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
postponement  of  the  debate  on  the  Bullion  Report,  he  had 
availed  himself  of  the  interval  to  examine  the  propositions 
of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Vansittart)*  particularly 
so  far  as  they  related  to  facts,  wherein  they  seemed  to  him 
lo  be  at  variance  with  the  evidence  before  the  House.  He 
had  p!iid  this  attention  to  them,  in  order  that,  if  the  Hous^ 
ahouU  come  to  a  question  upon  them,  he  might  be^nabled 
to  niove  some  amendments,  to  correct  what  be  conceived  tiie 
variance  they  contained  from  the  evidence.  With  this 
'  view,  he  had  reduced  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  necessary 
to  correct  the  mis-statements  of  facts,  into  a  plain  statement, 
though  he  had  not  yet  formed  it  into  the  technical  shape  of 
Resolutions  to  be  submitted  by  way  of  amendments.  It 
might  be  for  the  convenience  of  gentlemen  to  be  put  this  day 
in  possession  of  the  substance  of  his  amendments,  and  it  was 
with  that  view  he  had  risen  to  read  the  statement  he  bad 
prepared  to  the  House-  He  should  only  premise,  that  h^ 
had  confined  himself  in  this  instance  solely  to  facts ;  and 
where  facts  «nd  doctrine  were  intermixed,  he  had  taken 
.care  studiously  to  separate  the  facts  from  the  doctrines. 
The  honourable  and  learned  member  then  proceeded  to  read 
the  substance  of  the  amendments  he  had  to  propose,  b^in- 
ning  with  the  fourth,  and  ending  with  the  tenth  of  Mr. 
Vansittart^s  series  of  Resolutions.  The  general  tenour  of 
the  amendments  went  to  giveadi&rent^representation  of  the 
facts  from  that  containra  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Yansitt&rt);  but  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  had  not  leduoed  them  into  the  form  of 
Resolutions,  and  read  the  Resolutions  and  the  substance  of 
)iis  own  amendments  alternately,  it  was  not  easy  to  follow 
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bim  into  the  particalars.  The  honourable  and  learned 
member  then  gare  in  bis  itatement  at  the  table,  in  order 
tbat  it  might  be  printed  for  the  convenience  of  geotlemen. 

HIGH    BAILIFV  OF  'WESTKINSTBR* 

Mr,  Liishington  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  inqniie  into  the  nature  of  the  office  of  Hi^b  Bailiff 
of  WesimiDster^  with  the  duties  and  burthens  incident 
thereto. 

Sir  Francis  BurdfU  supposed,  that  this  proposed  inquirjr 
vras  intended  to  precede  the  enactment  of  a  Bill  upon,  the 
subject ;  but  as  hedid  not  think  that  any  inquiry  could  ulti« 
niatdy  justify  such  a  proceeding,  he  shouM  vote  a^inst  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee.  Any  Bill  such  as  had  beeo 
proposed  could  only  have  the  effect  of  raising  the  price  of 
the  office  of  high  bailiff,  and  thereby  putting  so  much 
additional  money  into  the  pocket  of  the  I>ean  and  Chapter 
of  Westminster,  without  in  the  slightest  degree  relieving 
the  officer.  The  Bailiff  was  indeed  indemnified  at  present, 
as  might  be  proved  by  the  success  of  his  action  against  him 
for  the  expense  of  the  election,  though  he  had  l^ea  nomi* 
Bated  without  his  desire^  and  returned  without  his  consent* 
Against  the  principle  oi  that  decision  he  must  b^  leave  to 
protest.  The  learned  Judge  thought,  that  when  a  member 
of  Parliament  had  the  advantage  of  his  seat,  it  was  but  fair 
tbat  he  should  bear  the  expense  of  his  election.  Now, 
though  undoubtedly  the  learned  Judge  might  have  had 
mod  reason  for  hb  decision,  though  he  might  personally 
bave  found  his  seat  profitable  and  advantageous,  still  he 
(Sir  Francis)  could  not  see  any  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
a  laborious  discbarge  of  one's  duty  in  th^it  House. 

Mr.  )F.  ,0^yfiite  supported  the  motion.  He  thought 
that  the  return  of  a  member  to  Parliament  ought  to  be  un« 
attended  with  auy  pe»onaI  expense ;  and  threw  out  as  a 
bint,  that  in  the  present  instance,  perhaps,  the  best  way 
wotdd  be  to  defray  the  charge  by  a  rate  upon  the  city  of 
-Westminster.  ^ 

Mr*  Peter  Moore>  Mr.  Lockhart,  and  Mr.  Lushington, 
said  a  few  words  each>  whan  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Acj^oomed. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

I 

MONDAY^  MAY  6- 
DISTILLERY    BILL.     . 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  presented  a  petition  from  the  ccarntj 
of  Fife,  and  the  Eiirl  of  Morton  one  from  the  county  of 
AWf  against  the  BilL  Lord  Holland  also  presented  a  peti« 
tion,  and  ihe  Eafl  of  Hardnicke  another. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reftdin^r,  the  Earl  of  Ilard- 
wicke  made  some  observations  against  it.  The  Earl  of 
Suffolk  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposition  to  the  Bill.— 
Earl  Bathurst  made  an  able  speech  m  its  defence,  in  which 
he  entered  into  a  great  number  and  variety  of  calculations 
to  shew  the  propriety  of  its  adoption.  His  Lordship  argued, 
that  assuming  the-  price  of  barley  at  385.  and  su5:ar  at 
lOs.  Qd.  the  expense  of  the  use  of  either  would  in  effect  be 
the  same.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  opposed  the  Bill,  as  did 
the  Earl  of  Rosslyn,  in  a  long  and  argumentative  speech, 
in  which  he  entered  into,  and  controverted,  the  culcnla- 
tipns  of  Earl  Bathurst,  and  contended,  that  the  principle 
of  the  measure  was  to  give  a  preference  and  bounty  to  sugar, 
and  to  take  away  the  just  advantages  of  corn,  by  which  it 
would  lay  a  lax  of  690,000/.  bn  the  people  for  the  benefit 
'of  the  sugar  growers. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwickc  movei^  that  the  second  reading 
be  postponed  till  that  day  six  months. 

Lora  Holland  argued  very  ably  in  support  of  the  Bill.—* 
He  thought  the  ideas  of  its  evil  results  greatly  exaggerated. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  a  broad  speculative  nature*  If  it 
were,  it  would  be^better  to  go  into  a  consideration  of  the 
whole  system  and  principle  of  our  corn  laws,  which  required 
great  revision.  The  mode  proposed  he  thought  perfectly 
fair ;  for  both  the  West  Indians  aud  the  corn  growers  com* 
plained  that  their  interests  were  not  sufficiently  consulted. 
He  likened  their  case  to  that  of  the  handicap.  He  con- 
fended,  that  it  would  be  most  unfair  to  give  the  benefit  of 
competition  to  the  farmers  of  France,  and  refuse  all  its  ad- 
Yantages  to  bur  own  ruined  and  starved  West-India  colo- 
nists. Tbig  was  the  li^ht  in  which  the  qoestiou  should  be 
viewed.  He  concluded  a  very  able  speech,  by  giving  hia 
support  to  thr  Bill 
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Lard  GrcnviUe  made  a  very  eloqaent  speecli  against  the 
Billy  in  which  he  poihtedly  animadverted  upon  the  miscon* 
duct  of  our  commercial  administration.  The  House  di- 
vided on  Lord  Hardwicke's  amendment— - 

Contents  ....        56 

Not-Contents  •        .        .56 

The  Bill  vms  therefore  lost  by     SO 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONHAYy  NAY  6. 
VTAYS   AND   MEANS. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
•and  Means.  '  '  3 

T%e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Bhid^  it  would  be  in  tlie 
recollection  of  the  House^  that  be  had  some  time  ago  made  '  I 

a  proposal  to  raise  twelve  miilipns  by  Exchequer-bills,  with  ! 

a  certain  reserve^  in  case  the  whole  sum  should  not  be  sub-  '      ^ 

scribed  in  the  way  proposed.  Of  that  sum,  only  7,S0O,O00/. 
had  been  raised,  so  that  the  remaining  sum  was  still  defi- 
cient ;  and  this  deficiency  he  proposed  supplying  by  acting 
on  the  plan  which  he  had  reserved.  That  plan  was  to  raise 
the  deficiencv  by  five  per  cent,  annuities.  It  was  only  just 
that  those  |vbo  had  heretofore  subscribed  should  be  given 
some  advantage ;  and  he  therefore  proposed »  that  for  every 
70/.  which  they  should  subscribe,  an  allowance  should  be 
niade  of  721.  in  the  five  per  cents.  He  proposed  also  al- 
lowing a  discount  of  four  per  cent,  on  prompt  payment. — 
There  was  an  undoubted  advantage  obtained  by  the  public 
ID  thus  breaking  the  loan  of  the  year ;  and  he  felt  con vin- 
<^d,  if  he  had  not  done  so — if  he  had  gone  to  the  market 
without  a  provision  of  this  kind,  that  the  public  would  have 
been  so  much  the  worse.  He  could  not  better  illustrato 
this,  than  by  the  fact,  that  prior  to  the  period  of  his  pro- 
posai  there  was  a  considerable  depression  in  "the  Stocks, 
but  that  ever  since  there  was  a  progressive  improvement. — 
This  was  the  last  day  for  the  receipt  of  subscription  names  nt 
the  Bank,  and  he  had  therefore  to  move,  that "  4,700,^^00/." 
eliould  be  raised  by  five  per  cent  annuities."     The  sub- 

Vol.  Ul.-»1811.  L 
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'scription  had  still  lef^t  200,000/.  to  be  raised  ;  but  this  had 
been  taken  by  Messrs.  Baring  and  Angerstein. — The  oich  - 
tion  was  earned.  -    ' 

BULLION   REPORT. 

Mr.  Homer  moved^  that  the  House  should  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee^  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  their  con« 
sideration  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  and  that 
several  papers  should  be  referred  to  it. 

The  House  having  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee^  and  the  several  papers  having  been  referred 
to  it,-—  / 

Mr.  Horner  rose.    He  should  in  the  first  place  state  to 
the  Committee  the  arrangement  according  to  which  he  |)ro- 
posed  to  proceed  on  the  present  most  important  occasion. 
It  was  his  intention,  in  nis  statement,  to  separate  his  first 
aeries  of  Resolutions  from  his  last*    The  first  went  to  the 
causes  of  the  high  price  of  bullion ;  the  second  went  to  th^ 
remedy  and  effect   He  thought  that  he  should  be  best  con- 
sulting the  convenience  of  tne  House,  by  rendering  those 
/two  topics  as  distinct  as  possible,  and  on  that  account  con- 
sidering them  in  the  manner  which  he  bad  stated.     It  was 
not  by  any  means  his  intention  to  go  into  all  the  details  of 
this  interesting  t^nd  important  subject.     Those  which  he 
omitted,  and  which  were  considered  by  others  as  e>senlial» 
i^ould  no  doubt  be  dwelt  on  with  more  ability  than  he  could 
exercise.     He  should,  then,  confine  himself  to  Such  ao 
outline  as  best  embraced  the  general  view  of  the  subject; 
and  even  this  he  should  endeavour  to  compress  as  much  as 
possible^  in  order  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  Commit* 
tee.     Notwithstanding  this  determination^  he  feared,  how- 
ever, that  he  should  appear  tedious  to  many;  but  he  hoped 
they  would  excuse  that  which  appeared  unavoidable.*—* 
(Hearl  hear!)    Among  the  various  opinions  agitated  on 
ibis  subject  out  of  Parliament,  many,  as  might  be  expected , 
vent  into  the  most  violent  extremes.    Some  were  hardy 
enough  to  affirm,  that  our  paper  currency  was  of  iuelf  suf- 
ficient for  our  neccbsities,  and  that  our  financial  interesta 
would  be  much  improved  by  an  entire  substitution  of  paper 
for  the  precious  metals.    Others,  blind  to  the  benents  of 
this  proposal— -blind  to  experience — blind   to  the  present 
advantages  of  onr  existing  paper  currency— proposed  our 
reverting  to  the  ancient  system.     Others,  again,  and  in  his 
ppinion  the  best  class^  ventured  to  recommeutd^  that  we 
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sbould  have  as  extended  a  paper  curreQcy  as  was  consistent 
with  the  yalue  of  the  drcaUting  oiedium,  and  that  this 
curnencj  should  have  for  its  basis  the  precious  netal<t.«-« 
Among  the  erroneoas  opinions  which  had  been  entertained 
by  a  certain  portion  of  tne  publici  with  respect  to  the  foand* 
ers  of  the  Bullion  Report,  it  had  been  said,  that  they  en- 
tertained a  jealousy  ot  the  Bank  of  £ngiand  as  an  institu* 
tion.     This  was  a  most  erroneous  opinion  indeed.     It  was 
impossible  that  every  effort  to  preserve  and  uphold  the  Bapk 
of  England  should  not  be  made  by  those  who  considered 
the  advantage  of  which  it  was  to  the  country*— who  consi- 
dei^  the  useful  and  splendid  efforts  made  by  its  founder-^ 
efforts  which  entitled  nim  not  only  to  the  praise  of  restoring 
the  liberties  of  this  countrv,  but,  in  a  degree*  of  Europe 
iiself.     (Hcar\  hearl)    Tnose.who  were  anxious  to  pre* 
serve  or  improve  our  financfes,  must  necessarily  look  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  the  prosperity  of  which  formed  a  part^ 
and  so  essential  a  part,  of  the  public  interests.    Having 
soarded  himself  and  the  Committee^  as  well  as  he  coul(^ 
from  those  unjust' and  groundless  prejudicesj  he  should  now 
state,  that  his  object  was  to  restore  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  by  the  Bank  in  as  gradual,  but  at  the  same  time 
in  as  prompt  a  manner  also,  us  was  consistent  with  the  pub- 
lic safety.   His  object  was  to  restore  the  system  acted  upon 
by  the  Bank  from  the  aera  of  the  Revolution  down  to  the 
year  1797 — a  system  which  had  been  productive  of  much 
benefit  to  the  country,  and  of  the  return  to  which  it  was 
their  duty  to  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  which  offered.— 
Before  he  entered  fully  into  the  subject^  there  was  one  more 
prejudice  which  had  gone  forth  against  his  friends  out  of 
doors,  against  which  he  wished  to  guard/and  that  was, 
that  those  who  advised  the  resumption  of  cash  payments, 
were  only  speculative  theorists,    who  amyed  themselves 
against  the  Bank  of  England.  .  Yes,  they  were  thieorists,  if 
theory  consisted  in  a  desire  to  convert  paper  into  coin,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  QOuntrv  from  being  over-run  by  an  exces- 
sive paper  currency.    Yes,  they  were  theorists,  if  those 
opinions  deserved  the  name  which  were  found  ed  on  the 
joint  judgment  oFour  ablest  and  most  ^practical  Statesmen, 
'  supported  by  the  experience  of  our  most  extensive  mer- 
chants. On  this  great  question,  with  respect  to  the  resump- 
tion and  restoration  of  cash  payments,  no  doubt  oar  mer- 
chants were  euabled  to  give  most  important  information  ; 
but  still  that  information  must,  from  its  nature,  be  but  par- 
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.  tlal.  This  was  not  a  limited  or  narrow  subject-^not  a  sub- 
ject for  tlie  *Cbat]ge«  or  tbe  publio-bouse — not  a  subject  for 
the  mere  merchant,  or  mere  politician— -but  for  the  grave 
debate  of  Parliament  itself — for  tbe  deliberation  of  the 
most  enlightened — for  the  judgment  of  the  Financier  and 
the  Statesman— for  the  calculation  of  all  tbe  wisest  and 
ablest  in  the  nation^  involving  as  it  did  the  united  interests 
of  ail  men.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  Committee  entered 
on  this  discussion  with  pre-disposed  minds*  and  pre-deter« 
mined  opinions,  Undo\ibtedly ,  if  having  studied  carefully 
beforehand  all  the  researches  of  Statesmen,  subjected  them 
to  sQch  an  imputation,  they  were  guilty:  but  if  having 
entered  on  it  with  an  earnest  desire  to  do  justice— ^if  having 
suspended  their  judgment  till  they  had  the  whole  case  be- 
fore them,  entitled  inem  to  an  acquittal,  he  ventured  to  say 
lie  could  claim  it  fairl y,  not  only  for  himself,  but  for  every 
component  part  of  the  Committee.  He  should  not  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  by  defending  the  Committee  from 
any  such  insinuations  :  he  was  sure  such  a  defence  was  un* 
necessary,  for  no  member  of  that  House  could  entertaia 
tliem,  though  they  were  not  scrupled  to  be  asserted  by  some 
men  out  of  doors.  It  would  have  been  both  for  the  conve- 
nience of  himself  and  the  House,  if  be  could  tell  distinctly 
^vbich  of/ his  propositions  it  was  intended  to  controvert.— 
Ai  present  he  was  quite  in  the  dark.  Looking  at  the  Reso- 
lution which  recommended  the  final  resumption  of  cash 
payments,  he  should  suppose,  his  views  were  completely 
coincided  in  ;  ,but  taking  a  view  of  some  other  of  the  Reso* 
lutions,  he  was  inclined  to  adopt  a  different  opinion.  That 
which  last  }'ear  attracted  and  cbiedy  occupiea  the  attention 
of  the  Committee,  was  tbe  great  and  gradual  increase  in 
the  high  price  of  gold  bullion.  Their  anxiety  naturally  was 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  evil,  and  discover  some  ade- 
quate remedy.  Though  there  were  many  collateral  reme- 
dies and  evils,  still  this  high  market  price  of  standard  gold 
was  the  principal  subject  of  alarm.  The  Mint  price  of 
standard  gold  was  Si.  I7s.  lOd,  When  tbe  Committee  sat 
it  had  risen  to  4/.  10s.  in  the  market;  and  it  had  now  still 
farther  increased  to  4/  iTs.  per  ounce.  This  high  price  of 
bullion  was  a  departure  from  the  legal  value  of  the  money 
of  the  realtn.  I'he  lawful  money  was  coin  :  all  notes,  &c. 
were  only  feo  many  promissory  stipulations  to  pay  so  much 
of  the  lawful  coin  of  the  country.  Now,  on  account  of 
^t  present  excess  of  the  market  price  of  bullioo  above  the 
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Mint  price*  thefte  proiDissory  notes  were  no  longer  the  real 
representatives  of  tbe  sum  of  legal  money  which  they  pro- 
fessed.    In  shorty  he  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the 
?rofes8ed  pound  note  was  now  really  worth  only  15s.  lOd. 
*here  was  a  deterioration  in  it  from  ihe  standard  money  to 
that  extent.     Tbe  maintenance  of  the  legal  value  of  tbe 
standard  coin  of  the  realm  was  of  the  most  vital  importance. 
Parliament  had  shewn  thai  they  thought  so,  when  some  of 
our  Krtngs  had  imitated  the  arbitrary  governments  of  the 
Continent,  and  attempted  its  debasement.     They  regularly 
interfered,  and  restored  its  just  value.    The  last  attempt  of 
this  kind  bad  been  made  by  Qutfen  Elizabeth  ;  and  ever 
since,  except  ^v  changes  in  the  market,  the  value  of  our 
coin,   both  with  respect  to  its  fineness  of  standard  and 
weight,  iiad  remained  unaltered*     The  honourable  gentle- 
man then  saidj  that  by  the   statute  14th  of  the  present 
King^  it  was  enacted,  that  no  tender  of  a  debt  made  to  a 
creditor  in  the  silver  coin  of  this  kingdom,  should  be  deemed 
a  good  and  valid  tender,  if  the  sum  amounted  to  more 
than  ^L  unless  such  silver  coin,  so  tendered  in  payment, 
was  of  the  full  weight,  it  ought  to  be  according  to  the  va- 
luation put  upon  it  by  the  Mint ;  and  the  law  upon  the  sub* 
ject  bad  been  sO  invariable,  that  there  had  never  been  tbe 
smallest  question  as  im  the  point,  up  to  the  time  when  the 
restriction  on  tbe  Bank  took  place  in  ]7d7«     Very  different 
doctrines  bad  indeed  been  broached  since  that  period,  which, 
however,  be  had  no  doubt  the  House  would  consider  as 
extraordinary  and  fallacious,  as  they  were  unfounded  either 
in  fact  or  reason.     If  we  looked  to  the  law  of  the  land,  to 
tbe  King's  Proclamations,  or  to  tbe  proceedings  of  Pairlia- 
ment,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  lawful  money  or  coin  of  this 
country,  we  should  find  that  one  opinion  only  had  pre- 
vailed on  this  very  important  pointy   From  tbe  early  period 
in   which  it  had  first  been  taken  into  consideration,  the 
greatest  care  and  anxiety  bad  uniformly  been  shewn  to  pre« 
vent  any  alteration  in  its  value,  either  as  to  weight,  stan* 
dard,  or  fineness;  but  particularly  to  prevent  any  diminu- 
tion in  any  of-these.    In  the  last  regulation  made  on  this 
subject,  in  tbe  reign  of  Geo^  U  there  was  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  tba(  they  would  not  alter  the  standard  value  of 
gold  and  silver ;  and  to  add  to  its  weight  and  importance, 
this  resolution  was  sent  up  to  the  other  House  for  their  con- 
currence, to  which  the  Lords  immediately  agreed;  and  it 
became  a  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  that 
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they  would  not  alter  the  gold  or  iihrer  coin  of  the  kingdom 
ciihi^r  in  weight,  stand nrd,  or  fineness.     After  such  pecQ« 
liar  care  and  attention  having  be^n  then  paid  to  the  stan* 
dard  value  of  both  these  preoious  metals^  not  only  by  tk^ 
greatest  Statesmen,  but  by  the  Parliament  of  that  time,  as 
well  as  all, antecedent  periods,  whenever  the  subject  had 
been  adverted  to,  was  ii  not  very  extraordinary  that  we 
should  DOW  be  told,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  standard-* 
that  it  was  a  mere  creature  of  the  fancy— an  im.aginary 
phantom  that  had  no  existence*— but  that  it  had  crept  iirto 
ihe  minds  and  vocabularies  of  men  who  had  lately  turned 
their  thoughts  to  the  subject^  and  had  no  business  to  remain 
there  any  longer  ?    8uch  was  the  doctrine  lately  resorted 
to  by  many  ot  the  ingenious  theorists,  who  had  indulged 
themselves  by  writing  and  publishing  pamphlets  for  the  in« 
struction  of  that  House  and  of  the  publiCy  since  the  Com* 
mittee  bad  made  a  Report  on  the  high  price  of  Bullion  -^ 
Jt  had  at  first  been  said,  that  no  depreciation  in  the  paper 
currency  of  the  country  had  taken  place,  but  that  ground 
was  found  to  be  untenable ;  and  those  ingenious  gentlemen 
had  at  last  bolrlly  advanced  this  very  extraordinary  and 
monstrons  doctrine,  that  the  conduct  of  all  prac'lical  men 
went  to  shew,  that  this  was  ideal,  and  that  they  had  all 
concurred  in  opinion,  that  there  had  n^ver  beem  any  such 
thing  as  a  standard,  either  as  to  law,  weight,  or  fineness* 
The  first  gentleman  who  had  published  his  thoughts  upon 
the  subject,  did  not,  indeed,  bring  this  doctrine  forward 
till  the  second  edition  of  hrs  work,  and  he  had  then  intro* 
duced  it  with  a  dexterity  and  delicacy  peculiar  to  himself, 
and  which  certainly   did  no  small  credit  to  his  abilities, 
so  far  as  a  change  of  argument  went  from  one  broad  posi- 
tion to  its  direct  cou verse.     He  first  thought  what  it  was, 
and  stated  there  was  no  depreciation,  for  that  bunk  notes 
were  of  equal  value  with  gold  and  silver:  but  finding  that 
this  would  nut  stand  the  test  of  practical  proof,  he  in  the 
next  place  broadly  staled,  that  the  real  standard  was  money 
of  account.  This  (Mr.  Horner  said)  was  a  deduction  which 
went  far  beyond  the  ideas  even  of  any  Aristotelian  theorists 
he  had  ever  heard  or  read  of,  and  in  his  (Mr.  Horner's) 
mind,  appeared  to  h^  no  standard  at  all.     How  money  of 
account  could  be  called  or  taken  to  be  the  standard,  a  mea- 
sure of  circulating  medium  of  a  commercial  country,  which 
had  in  all  times  before  been  founded  on  the  precious  metals 
as  its  basis,  he  could  by  no  means  account  for.   The  same 
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iDirenious  gentleman  then  styled  ti  mi  tl>sttaet  currency, 
which  he  endeavoured  to  prove  by  arguments  equally  luosi- 
nous  and  convi ucing*     Another  author  had  said,  that  th^re 
was  Neither  a  real  standard,  an  abstract  currency,  nor  wan 
it  money  in  account.    He  hoped  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite,  who  were  taking  notes,  would  pay  particular  atten- 
tion  to  these  ingenious  theories;  but  he  trasted  there  wer^ 
Bo  statesmen  amongst  them  who  would  deny  the  law  on 
this  subject  to  be  as  he  had  stated  it;  for  even  all   these 
theorists  admitted  there  had  been  a  deviation  From  the  stan* 
dard  by  law.   Before  be  (Mr.  Horner^  proceeded  farther, he 
would  wish  to  take  some  notice  of  the  Resolutions  which 
had  been  laid  dn  the  table  by  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Yansittart).    He  then  reterred  to  his  fifth  Resolution^ 
respecting  a  legal  tender  in  silver,  and  he  begged  the  House 
to  attend  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  answered  in 
the  Resolution  of  his  right  honourable  friend.     In  the  third 
Resolution  bis  right   honourable  friend  states,  **  that  the 
promissory  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  have  hitherto  been 
and  are  at  this  time  held  to  be  equivalent  to  the  legal  coin 
of  the  realm,  in  all  pecuniary  transactions  to  which  such 
<^io  is  legally  applicable."    His  right  honourable  friend 
does  not  say  that  a  bank-note  is  equal  to  coin^  as  settled  by 
law,  as  a  standard  -in  weight  and  fineness,  but  that  a  tonk* 
note  has  been  by  general  estimation  held  to  be  equiTaleul 
to  coin.     He  has  not  averred  it  to  be  of  equal  Tatue,  but 
that   It  appears  so  in  general  estimation.    *He  won't  (said 
Mr.  Horner)  deny  my  Resolation;  but  1  positively  deny  his^' 
and  assert,  that  a  bank-note  is  not  equal  to  a  pound  in  coin, 
but  is,  as  I  have  shown  above,  twenty  percent,  depreciated^ 
Another  thing  which  showed  they  were  not  equal  in  value 
was,  that  t^ere  were  no  means  of  comparing  them;  for  all 
the  King's  coin-  and  bank  tokens  had  disappeared.     His 
right  honourable  fciend  had  evaded  the  real  point;  the  coio« 
age  was  the  King's  stamp^  his  royal  assurance  to  the  people 
that  the  coin  should  preserve  its  value  according  to  the 
standard.     Between  them  the  only  question  was  as  to  the 
fact,  are  bank-notes  equivalent  to  coin  ?   Do  they  give  what 
they  pretend?     His  right  honourable  friend  did  not  assert 
it,  and  be  (Mr.  Horner)  denied  that  they  did.     How  did  it 
happen,  if  they  had  not  lost  their  equivalent!  that  they 
should  now  go  at  less  than  so  much  tnoney  in  coin?     He 
(Mr.  Horner)  then  put  the  following  case:  if  a  debtor  pro- 
pose to  pay  S6/«  in  silver,  be  must  give  his  crcditorj  accord- 
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ing  to  Act  of  Parliament,  100  ounces  of  silver  at  the  pre* 
sent  price.  If  he  pays  in  paper,  tweYilysix  one-pound 
notes  will  buy  no  n^ore  than  eighty-eight  ounces  of  silver: 
the  debtof  loses  the  difference  between  88  and  100;  a 
proof^UB  be  had  before  stated,  that  the  bank-note  was  worth 
only  165.  lOi:^.  He  hoped,  therefore,  his  right  honourable 
friend  would  either  confess  or  deny  the  facts  he  (Mr.  H.) 
bad  stated;  namely,  that  the  Bank  had  deviated  from  the 
standard  fixed  by  the  Mint.  If  this  were  a  fact,  as  he  had 
averred,  the  House  was  bound  to  use  every  means  in  its 
power  to  ascertain  how  the  standard  could  be  preserved^  or 
in  what  way  it  might  be  restored.  It  was  highly  deserving 
consideration  what  must  b^  the  state  of  the  credit  of  the 
country,  if  the  standard  was  not  restored*  Great  injury 
would  be  done  to  creditors  in  particular,  and  to  the  public 
in  general.  He  would  just  state  one  instance,  i  axe* 
raised  one  year  would  not  be  of  the  same  amount  with  those 
raised  in  another ;  so  that,  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  no- 
thing could  be  more  important  than  the  standard.  If  thia 
were  admitted  fo  be  necessary,  the  first  question  would  be, 
how  the  evil  was  to  be  remedied*  All  the  arguments  which 
had  been  advanced  by  those  holding  different  opinions  from 
him  were  reducible  to  two ;  one,  that  the  bank-note  had 
departed  from  the  value  of  gold,  because  couamodities  are 
scarce;  the  other,  that  the  rise  in  the  price  of  gold  was  owing 
to  the  unfavourable  state  of  exchanges.  It  was  very  well 
known  that  gold,  was  a.  commodity  which  would  rise  in 
value;  but  he  thought  it  very  extraordinary  that  the  price 
of  it  should  rise  in  this  country,  because  it  is  here  the  high- 
est circulating  medium.  All  qountries  create  their  own 
medium  of  currency;  in  some  countries  salt  is  so  employed, 
and  though  the  articles  which  are  purchased  by  it  may  fluc- 
tuate in  price,  the  value  of  the  sta'ndard  medium  continues 
permanent;  -so  of  silver  at  Hamburgh.  We  find  that, 
though  in  this  country  it  rises  SS  or  SO  per  cent,  there  it 
remains  the  same.  So  in  this  country,  where  gold  is  the 
highest  medium,  no  scarcity  of  gold  can  alter  the  price;  for 
if  gold  be  more  scarce,  it  will  buy  more  commodities,  lliere 
never  was  a  period  when  gold  was  known  to  be  more  scarce 
than  iu'the  years  1795  and  17P6.  In  1706  particularly,  o(i 
account  of  the  immense  quantities  sent  out  of  the  country 
for  the  purchase  of  grain,  did  the  price  of  standard  £i:old 
even  rise  one  penny  ?  He  would  answer,  it  did  not;  The 
Bunk  conceived  themselves  bound  to  purchase  gold  where* 
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eyer  ibey  coold  procure  it.  They  even  sent  to  Portus^al  for 
the  purpose;  and  thougli  they  gave  a  higher  price  tor  the 
Portdguese  coin  than  they  did  for  gold  procured  from  other 
qaarters,  it  appeared  in  evidence  before  the  Lords'  Com* 
Hiittee,  there  never  was  a  rise  of  sixpence  in  the  whole  time. 
No  soch  rise  had  of  late  years  taken  place  on  the  Conti* 
Bent,  as  woald  warrant  the  rise  in  this  country.  In  conse- 
^aenee  of  the  supply  of  silver  from  the  new  world  havini^ 
been  to  great,  the  relative  value  between  eold  and  silver  had 
experienced  a  considerable  change.  Where  the  relative 
measure  of  tlie  value  is  in  silver,  the  rise  will  be  in  eold  ; 
and  where  it  is  in  gold,  the  rise  will  be  in  silver.  In  all 
countries  where  silver  is  the  standard  medium,  gold  has 
risen,  and  here  silver  has  risen.  France  was  an  exception 
to  this;  for  in  consequence  of  her  new  mint,  she  has  been 
able  so  to  manage  matters,  that  although  there  was  a  rise  at 
Hamburgh  m  the  price  of  gold,  there  was  none  at  Paris* 
He  held  in  his  band  a  statement  of  the  prices  of  bullion  at 
Hamburgh  and  Paris  so  late  as  the  16th  of  April.  T.lie  ho« 
nonrable  Member  then  read  the  list  of  prices,  from  which 
he  showed,  that  at  that  time  the  value  of  English  gold  per 
oance  was  3/.  bis.  6d.  at  those  places.  At  A;nsteif1uin  tha 
guinea  was  at  19 ^^A^  guilders.  A  bank-note  for  one  pound, 
at  7. IS.  guilders.  If  there  were  a  scarcity  of  gold  coin' 
here,  it  could  not  rise  in  price.  No  man  could  say  that  sil- 
lier was  scarce  here,  but  it  had  risen  immediately;  though 
he  believed  there  was  more  here  than  any  where  else;  for 
he  understood »  that  even  France  was  supplied  from  hence* 
The  best  rule  to  account  for  the  cause  of  this  was  to  look  at 
the  price  of  the  first  necessary  of  life.  Here  the  honourable 
Member  referred  to  a  statement  of  the  aven^ge  prices  of 
wheat  at  three  different  periods.  From  1771  to  1785,  a 
period  of  15  5'cars,  the  average  price  was  4()s.  the  quarter. 
From  1786  to  1797,  a  period  of  l^  years,  ihe  average  price 
was  525.  the  quarter;  but  omitting  1795  and  l79i>,  wh^cli 
were  years  of  dearth,  when  the  price  was  of  course  riigh, 
.the  average  during  this  latter  period  was  47s.  the  quarteri 
Since  1797,  the  prices  had  l^een  different.  From  that  yv-ar 
to  1808,  the  average  had  been  79*.  the  quarter.  Tlio  years 
1800  and  1801  were  years  of  deaith;  and  if  ihey  weie  tx* 
eluded,  the  average  would  be  7 1^. :  so  that  there  was,  in  i he- 
course  of  the  three  periods  he  had  mentioned,  a  difference 
of  4&.  to  7U*  He  had  now  come  to  the  conclusion  of  iisc 
Vol.  III.— 1811.  xM 
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first  point oF hiB  argumeBt.  By  referring <to  the  triale^  ivliich 
stated  the  prices  of  ataotlaiK]  goid^  asid  ifae  ctftes  of  ex«- 
changes  for  lOOyears,  it  would  appear,  itbat  slthcnigh  tbe 
rate  of  exohange  was  perpetually  fluctuating,  there  "was  m^ 
oorresponding  change  in  thepri^eof  8*atida«d{pld.  Tbe 
state  of  exchange  at  present  ^asnlmostttncsflimiHed  in  the 
history  of  the  ocfuntry,  except,  at  those  periods  wlien  die 
coin  was  debased.  Thus,  in  the  veign  of  William  Hi.  die 
exchange  fell  20  per  cent,  against 'tbi«  coiiotry ;  and  k 


also  extremely  unfavourable  during  the  aevea  J^9m*  war. 
Suppose  that  he  were  to  allow,  for  the  atfke  of  argntnent, 
thtit  the  balance  of  trade  bad  of  late  yesrs  been  evtaenielj 
imfavonrable  to  this  country,  still  'there  would  be  ooosider- 
ations  arising  from  that  suppoeitkm  which  ifoald  Reserve 
the  most  serious  attention  erf  Pariiacief|4.     It  was  aHowed 
that  the  principal  article  of  ampert  in  the  last  year  wa» 
grain.     Now  it  appeared  to  him,  tbstt  the  Momt  dibold 
moat  seriously  consider  what  could  betthe  nasMi  fcr  an  in** 
portation  of  about  two  millions  of  ^quavters  in  one  year, 
wbicb  was  not  a  year  of  fatuine.     Wthen  wr conaideved  4ie 
gseat  partof  our  population  which  (was  en^ojred  in  <man«» 
nictares,  and  die  great  and  increasing  ;portAon  c(f  tbem  wIm 
were  on  the  list  tkpah^rs,  no  man  coiild  lo6k<oi:hefosai« 
bHity  of  another  year  of  dearth  wiehoat  feeling  ^be  moat 
serious  alarm.    He  thought  that  the  increase 'drthe  priqedf 
corn  was  a  very  strong  argument  in  support  (9f>tbet)piniott» 
which  be  bad  conceived.     In  I7f)3,  48«.  a  quailierwaatbe 
price  at  which  com  niust  be  to  allow  of  importation;  -bwt  in 
the  year  1804,  the  priee  which  was  conceived  necessary 'to- 
fix  ibr  the  protection  of  our  ownagrfcnlture,  was'fiS^.  jjPbe 
rise  of  priee,  however,  had  gone  on^o  rapidly,  that  now  tbw 
avjerage  price  is  always  above  that  sum,  and  may  be  coosi* 
deced at  70s.    Tbe  country,  therefore^  remains  al waj's  opet^ 
lor  the  importation  of  foreign  corn ;  but  this  corn  must  be 
pay]  for,  either  in  bullion  or  other  exports.     He  believed 
that  the  real  stateof  the  c»8e  was,  that  the  balance  of  paj* 
notents  was  very  much  against  tbe  country;  but  \f  that  was^ 
the  case,  tbe  military  expenditure  must  be  -much  greater 
ihan  what  it  had  been  stated  at  by  Ministers.  By  the  papers- 
which  liad  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  tiouee,  it  would 
appear  that  our  exports  vastly  exceeded  our  imports.     It 
had  even  been  «tateti,  that  last  year  the  vahie  of*  the  exports 
exibeeded  that  of  the  imports  by  g,400;000/.  without  reckon* 
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lag  artidcB  of  irkb  manuhcture  exported;  ]but  that,  if 
thej  waie  tafceo  into  the  accoont,  the  excess  amounted  to 
t«relfe  miilioM.     Now/ if  these  papers  were  all  correct, 
kAmi  iMMbe  coamg  into  the  oouniry  erery  year  instead 
4>f  goiwm  oat  of  it,  aoless  the  foreign  expenditare,  on  ac« 
«Mtte  of  o«r  iMlitacy  operations,  exceeded  this  balance. 
Bj  tkiapaper  of  exports  and  imports^  it  would  appear  that 
we  had-hai  year  exported  eighteen  millions  worth  of  cotton 
BMMMiftiGtarcdy  aad  one  BBinioo  wortii  of  cottop-yarn.     If 
all  ihia  was  tme>  it  would  he  indeed  a  most  triumphant 
proof  of  dK  ftorpoteiice  of  those  obstiactioHs  which  our  ene*- 
Kiy  oppfMCs  to  oar  cooxmerce,  to  show  that  we  coald  dis- 
cover other  means  of  disposing  of  sacb  an  immense  mass  of 
exports..    If  this  was  true,  however,  oor  military  expendi* 
tare  durwsr  the  last  three  years  unist  be  enormously  greater, 
than  the  Htrnte  had  been  led  to  suppose*     He  remembered 
perfccily^  that  tn  each  of  the  kst  three  years,  notwithstand* 
iiig  the  unlavourable  state  of  the  exchange,  the  balance'of 
tiade  waf  always  represented  to  be  much  ia  our  favour.  He 
had  ventured  to  express  some  doubts  of  the  accuracy  of 
Iboaeretarns;  and   had  asked,  whether  it  was  meant  to 
aiale^  that  after  making  a  deduction  for  our  foreign  expen*- 
dttnte,  the  balance  of  payment  would  be  still  in  our  favour? 
To  thk  qoestioti  he  was  aoswered,  that  it  would.     Now  if 
atttliose  statements  which  had  been  made  in   ParlMiment 
were  perfectly  correct,  the  conclusion  which  he  would  draw 
mms,  that  if  the  exchange  could  not  be  brought  to  be  fa- 
royrable  while  the  bahiDce  of  trade  and  of  payments  was 
dteidedly  in  our  favour^  the  reason  could  only  be  found  in 
d»  aappoaitioB  of  our  currency  having  been  depreciated, 
^fleeri  hear!)    It  had  been  the  universal  opinion  of  aH 
faerchaais  and  writers  in  former  times,  that  the  rale  of  the 
excha||ige  depended  entirely  on  the  balance  of  payments, 
wU^t^ia  the  case  of  the  currency  of  one  country  being  de- 
based«     As  to  the  ex  pence  of  transporting  gold  to  the  Coir* 
'tiBear,  it  eouM  not  be  more  than  seven  per  cent. ;  nor  was 
iteveti  WKKe,  in  lime  of  war,  than  ten  per  cent,  for  trans- 
|)ortiDg  it  to  the  East  indies.     The  Committee^  then,  hav* 
tag  taken  all  these  circumstances  into  th^ir  consideration^ 
were  fully  convinced  that  the  caose  of  the  exchange  being 
permoaeiitly  against  thb  country,  while  the  balance  of  pay- 
nelits  h  aaid  to  be  in  its  favour,  must   be  that  there   bus 
of  tele  a  change  iu  the  value  of  our  domestic  cur« 
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rency.  If  the  circulaiiDg  medium  was  com,  notbiog  but 
the  debase  of  the  coin  could  have  produced  the  effect; 
but  as  it  is  paper,  the  most  natural  supposition  is,  that  the 
value  of  this  paper  is  deteirio  rated.  While  paper  money  was 
convertible  at  pleasure  into  gold,  a  considerable  excess  was 
iinpossiblei  as  it  would  be  sure  of  berng  returned  fcir  gold  ; 
but  when  paper  is  not  convertible  into  coin,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  an  excessive  issue.  Although  he  conceived  that 
the  principles  of  foreign  exchanges  were  perfectly  kiK>wn 
and  settled,  yet  he  thought  it  very  possible  that  some  cases 
.might  be  stated  which  would  puzzle  those  who  were  quite 
right  in  their  general  reasoning.  If  those,  however,  were 
examined  which  appeared  to  militate  againHt-the  natural  de« 
ductions  of  reasoning  from  established  principles,  it  would 
be  generally  found,  that  in  those  cases  which  were  "stated 
80  confidently,  some  material  parts  were  suppressed.  Thusi 
for  example,  one  might  be  deceived  by  statements  about 
the  rate  of  elcchange,  unless  fhe  state  of  the  currency  of  the 
different  countries  was  mentioned.  For  example,  it  was 
stated  last  year  that  the  exchange  vrith  Portugal  was  at  par. 
The  reason  of  it,  however,  was,  that  by  the  law  in  Portugal 
one-half  of  every  debt  or  bill  may  be  paid  in  paper,  which 
13  depreciated  26  per  cent.  Therefore,  that  which  was 
stated  as  an  exchange  at  par,  is,  in  reality,  an  exchange  of 
Is  per  cent,  against  us.  It  appeared,  that  with  all  the 
countries  in  the  world  the  exchange  was  now  against  Eng- 
land. With  regard  to  America,  it  has  been  for  tbe  last 
year  eleven  or  twelve  per  cent,  against  us;  and  it  has  been 
nearly  the  same  thing  with  respect  to  the  West  Indies.  As 
to  the  East  Indies,  bills  had  been  drawn  from  Calcutta,  at  a 
rate  of  exchange  which  was  £2  percent,  against  this  coun« 
try.  It  was  hard,  on  any  other  principles  than  those 
which  he  had  stated,  to  account  for  the  exchange  with 
Lisbon  and  Palermo  being  nearly  as  unfavourable  as  those 
with, the  countries  over  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
enemy  extends.  In  order  to  show  how  a  depreci- 
ated paper-money  affected  the  rate  of  exchange,  he  ad* 
verted  to  the  rate  of  exchange  between  Hamburgh  and  va- 
rious other  cities  on  the  Continent.  I'he  exchange  between 
Vienna  and  Hamburgh^was  lasjt  year  144  guilders  for  200 
marks  banco ;  but  now  that  the  Austrian  paper-money  has 
snfferect  a  depreciation  more  rapid  than  has  ever  taken  plaoe 
since  tbe  fall  of  the  French  assfgnatsy  the  rate  of  exchange  is 
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950  goiideis  for  SOO  marica  bdnco.  The  excban^ve  between 
Stockholm  and  Hamburgh  has  fallen  to  1 36  against  Stock* 
liolm  ;  but  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  Sweden  also  has  a 
depreciated  paper-money.  Between  Copenhagen  and  Ham* 
burgh,  IS5rix«doliars  were  formerly  equivalent  to  300  marks; 
but  now  it  requires  500.  While  thus  the  exchange  was  in 
lavour  of  Hamburgh,  with  almost  every  other  country  in  the 
world,  including  this  country,  that  had  a  paper  circulation  ; 
yet  with  respect  to  Paris,  where  the  circulation  was  specie, 
the  exchange  was  somewhat  in  favour  of  Parts.  In  France^ 
were  there  was  a  metallic  currency,  tlie  exchange  was  fivour- 
able  with  respect  to  every  country  thnt  had  a  paper  cur* 
lency.  Looking,  then,  at  the  situation  of  all  other  countries, 
and  teeing  all  the  facts  pointing  one  way>  he  could  not  en« 
tertain  a  doubts  but  that  the  unfavourable  rate  of  ex? 
change  between  this  cotmtry  and  the  rest  of  the  commercial 
world  was  produced  by  the  same  cause  which  product  un- 
fiivourable  rates  of  exchange  in  the  other  instances  he  had 
named.  In  the  time  of  (he  French  assignats  the  exchange 
became  enormously  unfavourable  to  France;  but  as  soon  at 
it'  had  a  metallic  circulation,  the  exclrange  again  became 
iavourable.  The  same  fall  of  exchange  took  place  when 
Law's  Missisippi  Scheme  circulated  a  great  (leal  of  paper  in 
France*  In  this  country  a  similar  effect  was  produce  J  at 
nearly  the  same  time  by  the  South  Sea  project.  In  that 
year»  17leO)  standard  gold  rose  for  the  first  time  to  4/.  1;.  6^. 
which  was  to  lie  imputed  to  the  bad  state  of  our  currency. 
The  present  stateof  exchange  with  Lisbon,  Palermo,  the  East 
and  the  West  Indies,  shews  most  clearly  that  it  is  not  the 
measures  adopted  by  our  enemy  which  has  produced  a  state 
of  exchange  everywhere  unfavourableto  this  country,  but 
that  this  effect  must  be  produced  by  some- other  general 
causes.  To  the  Committee  it  appeared,  that  the  real  causes 
was  that  which  produced  the  same  effect  in  other  countries, 
and  that  it  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  depreciation  of  our 
paper-money,  which  must  have  been  occasioned  by  an  ex- 
cess. The  excess  might  have  taken  place  in  two  ways ; 
either  in  the  original  issue  of  more  notes  than  it  was  proper 
to  issue,  or  in  the  not  withdrawing  notes  from  circulation 
when  it  became  proper  to  withdraw  them.  It  did  not  follow 
that  the  same  numerical  amount  of  notes  ought  to  be  always 
kept  in  circulation  that  were  once  issued.  The  circumstances 
of  a  particular  period  might  require  ^n  extraordinary  issue^ 
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of  which  tt  greRl  part  should  afterwards  be  witkikAim. 
Before  the  Baak  Restriction  Act  -vms  poswdy  that  body  oAtti 
found  it  neeessarjr  to  diminish  the  amount  of  their  note ; 
b«t  now  the  numerical  amount  of  then  is  regnhnrlj  and 
mphlijr  increasing.  In  May,  1809,  the  amount  of  the  iiotei 
of  the  Bank  of  SnghHid  in  dfculiltion  amounted  to  \9 
millions :  on  the  19th  of  May,  1810,  they  amounted  to* 
$1,^00,000;  and  notwithstanding  that  the  Committee  had 
veported,  that  in  their  opinion  this  issue  was  excessiTe,  it  was 
increased  In  the  beginning  of  the  present  to  83  miUions  aad 
a  half,  which  was  above  two  millions  since  the  Report  pre^ 
eeqted  in  the  course  of  last  Session.  Notwithstanding  ilm 
many  failoies  which  had  taken  frfaee,  and  the  great  iraiH' 
dnal  distvess  produced  by  them,  there  did  not  appear  to  be 
such  a  deficiency  of  money  in  the  money-market,  as  to  maktf 
such  a  large  issue  of  paper  absolutely  necessary.  Besidet 
this  extraordinary  issue  ot  paper,  there  was  something  fuHy 
«K)  alarming  in  the  extraordinary  and  novel  doctrines  which 
were  now  avowed  by  directors  and  supporters  of  the  Bank« 
They  were  opinions  totally  inconsistent  with  every  prinoipk) 
vpon  which  the  Bank  of  England  bad  formerly  governed 
ittielf  in  making  its  issues,  and  which  appeared  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  as  likely  to  be  most  ruinous  to  the  cotmtry.  Whcil 
first  the  Bank  was  forced,  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  td 
suspend  its  cash*payments,  the  Directors  appeared  for  some 
months  to  bs  extremely  anxious  to  |dace  themsrivtas  in  sncfar ' 
a  situation  as  to  be  able  speedily  to  resume  their  payments  ; 
and  accordingly,  in  the  month  of  October  in  the  same  yenr^ 
they  declared  their  willingness  to  return  to  their  fona/at 
system.  Parliament^  however,  then  declined  the  removal  o€ 
the  restriction ;  and  that  which  was 'first  enacted  as  a  terapcH 
fhry  measure  for  only  60  days,  became  a  permanent  war 
nekisure.  The  Bank  being  then  placed  in  a  new  situatian^ 
had  new  dnties  imposed  upon  them;  and  they  should  have 
exercised  with  great  judgment  and  moderation  thediactetioa 
which  was  vested  in  them,  of  isshim^  their  paper  vrttboitt 
check  or  restraint.  It  had  been,  berore  that,  i|^  part  of  tho 
Royal  duties  and  cares  to  provide  a  sufficient  and  proper  pro* 
-portion  of  circulating  medium  for  the  use  o£  the  sation» 
There  was,  however,  little  danger  to  be  apprehended  front 
an  over  issue  of  gold  and  silver  coin  of  standard  fineness  and 
value ;  but  when  it  devolved  on  the  Baak  to  provide  in  paper^ 
not  convertil^le  into  gold  or  silver,  whatever  quantity  of  cic<» 
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eihtiii^  medinm'they  thongtit  proper,  and  when  it  wag  con* 
mAenA  what  temptaiioa  tl^  bad  frotal  private  interest  to 
make  brae  iBsiies,  it  was  extremely  important  to  consider  the 
ntfw  naxtHM  and  ofmions  wMch  the  Bank  seems  now  to  have 
adopted.    They  now  assert  that  there  can  be  no  excess,  and 
that  ibey  have  no  other  check  to  ^Torn  their  issues  except ' 
Hie  denumds  of  the  commercial  men  on  them  for  money.  H« 
Aoold  examine  shortly  the  evidence  which  had  been  ^ven 
fey  the  Goveraor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  ^fora 
fheConraitlee.     Mr.  Whhmore  (a  most  respectable  roan), 
Wfhok  asked,  whether  a  rise  in  every  species  of  cnrrency 
aaeent  ;the  same  as  a  fall  in  the  price  of  coramodtties,  decl  iried 
aoBwerin^ ;  and  said,  that  he  was  ready  to  answer  as  to  any 
fiiet  in  hiB  knowledge,  but  did  not  wish  to  state  opinions.  He 
^ve  «  similar  answer  when  asked  whether,  supposing  the  cir* 
oulatiaB  was  specie,  tlie  price  of  commodities  would  not  rise 
m  &11  in  proportion  to  the  abundance  or  diminution  of  it  ^ 
and  'ttddea,  that  he  had  no  opinion  formed  upon  it.     Now 
be  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  answers  of  Mr.  W. 
were  not.perfectly  candid ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  thought  ( 
it  me0t  evident,  that  to  men  who  really  had  formed  no 
epintons  on  qaestions  of  that  nature^  an  absolute  power 
Aoiild  not  be  given  of  multiplying  the  circulating  medium 
art  iheir  pleasore,  without  check  or  restraint.    (Jlear,  hear,) 
Mr.  Pearse,  in  his  evidence,  was  of  opinion  that  the  security 
of  the  Bank  notes  was  not  diminished  by  the  extent  of  their 
discoants  of  good  bills ;   and  seemed  to  think  that  there 
would  be  little  danger,  and  no  positive  inconvenience,  in 
making  the  restriction  permanent.    The  principal  objection 
toit  would  be,  that  the  feeling^  of  the  public  had  been  ac- 
customed to  the  expectation  of  the  Bank  resuming  its  pay- 
ments at  some  future  time  ;  and  that,  therefore,  they  would 
perhaps  be  dissatisfied  at  the  restriction  being  made  perma- 
nent :  but  he  was  not  aware  of  any  other  positive  inconve- 
nience; aikl  whether  it  would  be  right  to  sacrifice  this  feel- 
ing of  the  public,  and  make  the  restriction  permanent,  was 
a  political  consideration  on  which  he  did  not  pretend  to 
^ivean  opinion.     Now  he  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  Mr. 
Feane^  or  any  of  the  Directors,  wished  that  the  restriction 
vhonld  be  a  permanent  measure ;  but  when  it  appeared  by 
the  evidence,  that  Directors  of  the  greatest  weigiit  had  con- 
templated this  subject,  without  seeing  any  positive  inconve- 
nience in  the  restriction  being  permanent,  and  when  it  was 
so  evidently  the  interest  of  toe  Bank  to  have  it  so,  the 
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inost  serious  attention  of  the  House  waa  due  to  that 
part  of  the  evidence.  There  were  many  persons  who  totally 
*  overlooked  the  difference  between  the  issue  of  paper  as  cir<» 
'  culating  niedium,  and  as  the  representative  oi  commercial 
credit.  Tiiose  n6vel  notions  were  very  readily  embraced  by 
an  enterprising  portion  of  ifae  mercantile  interest^  tiiat  found 
great  as&istance  iujiheir  speculations  from  the  abundant  issue 
of  Bank  paper.  He  believed^  however,  that,  almost  all  the 
old  capitalists  amon^  the  merchants  coincided  with  the 
o'jpittions  he  had  expressed,  and  considered  the  new  doctrine 
ot  paper  not  convertible  to  gold  and  silver  beii^  still  equal 
in  value  to  gold  and  silver,  as  an  idea  completely  visionary 
and  fallaciou2».  The  late  Sir  Francis  Baring,  whose  mercan- 
tile dealings  were  the  most  extensive,  and  whose  experience 
was  at  least  equal  to  that  of  any  other  merchant,  coincided 
entirely  in  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  the  subject.  If 
the  House  should  be  of  the  same  opinion,  that  the  evils 
whit^h  had  attracted  their  attention  did  proceed  from  an  ex* 
cess  of  papcT,  the  next  question  would  be,  how  was  this  evil 
to  be  remedied  ?  To  him  it  apf)eaTed  that  the  only  remedy 
was,  that  a  time  should  be  appointed  for  the  Bank  resuming 
its  payments  in  cash.  This  was  the  remedy  which  be  was 
convinced  they  must  come  to.  Sooner  or  later.  If  the  House* 
however,  should  choose  to  stop  short  of  that  remedy,*  but 
would  simply  express  an  opinion  that  the  Directors  ought 
in  their  issiu^  to  take  into  consideration  the  price  of  gold  and 
the  rate  of  foreign  exchanges,  such  an  opinion  declared  by 
.the  House  n^ight  have  a  considerable  effect  in  checking  the 
farther  incniisc  of  their  excessive  issues.  For  his  own  part, 
however,  be  could  not,  avoid  believing,  that  the  restoratioa 
of  cash  payments  was  the  real  and  true  remedy  which  ought 
to  be  applied  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  without  material 
inconvenience.  Great  as  he  conceived  the  mistake  to  have 
been  in  1797,  of  continuing  the  measure  for  the  term  of  the 
war,  yet  he  thought  the  mistake  was  much  greater  in  the 
beginning  of  the  present  war,  continuing  the  restriction  still 
farther.  This  was  completely  giving  a  ))ermanent  character 
to  a  measure  which  ought  to  have  been  only  temporary.  In 
1797  the  measure  was  called  for,  not  on  account  of  the 
amount  of  corn  imported  from  foreign  countries,  nor  on  ac* 
count  of  an  unfavourable  balance  of  trade,'but  merely  from 
an  internal  alarm /which  prevailed  at  that  time,  but  which 
Las  not  aincc  recurred.    At  that  time  there  was  aa  uucom* 
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raon  ran  on  ibe  country  banks,  and,  throu^^h  their'agents,  on 
the  Bank  of  Engknd.  Of  late  there  has  been  no  particular 
run  on  the  country  banks,  and  thej  hare  generally  stood 
firm.  Nothing  could  therefore  be  more  unlike  tnan  the 
circumstances- of  the  present  times  and  of  the  year  1797, 
"vrben  this  restriction  was  first  imposed.  The  circumstances 
of  that  year,  which  called  for  parliamentary  interference, 
irere  temporary  ;  and  yet,  for  a  temporary  disease,  they 
proyided  a  remedy  th«t  was  to  be  permanent.  If  he  were 
asked,  whether  be  was  of  opinion  that  the  Bank  ought  now  to 
resume  its  casb  payments ;  he  would  answer,  that  he  not' 
only  did  not  think  that  they  ought  now  to  resume  their 
payments,  but  be  was  also  of  opinion,  that  if  peace  should 
be  signed  to-morrow,  the  six  monihs  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  at  which  time  the  restriction  would  cease  by  the  law 
as  it  BOW  stands,  would  not  be  sufficient  time  to  allow  the 
Bank  for  the  resumption  of  its  payments.  A  much  longer 
period  appeared  to  him  to  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
make  preparations  for  such  a  measure.  We  must,  howeyer^ 
rather  make  up  our  minds  for  a  long  period  of  war.  During 
this  war,  howeyer,  it  would  be  necessary  to  proyide  such 
measures  as,  by  turning  the  rates  of  exchange  somewhat 
more  fayourable,  might  better  enable  ns  to  support  the  ex- 
penditure which  was  necessary  to  maintain  the  character 
which  this  Country  had  formerly  possessed,  and  to  aspire 
perhaps  to  the  deliy^rance  of  Europe.  He  h9ped,  that  he 
would  not  hear  it  argued  by  any  body,  that  there  wfis  a 
positiye  adyantase  in  the  depreciation  of  paper,  a^enablihg 
.Goyemment  to  oischarge  the  debt  at  a  reduced  rate.  Such 
idiBhs  were  directly^opposite  to  those  principles  of  good  faith 
and  padiamentary^yirtue  by  which  the  public  creditor  had 
hitherto  been  secured.  He  hoped  that  it -would  never  he 
stkted  in  that  House,  that  any  national  adyaqtage  was  to  be 
obtained  by  paying^  the  lawful  creditors  of  the  statp,  by 
Tvhoseaid  such  heavy  and  expensive  wars  have  been  sustain- 
ed, less  than  the  entire  amount  of  their  debt.  A  consider- 
able depreciation  in  the  paper  currency  would  be  a-  means 
of  <]efrauding  the  public  creditor,  as  well  as  bringing  the 
greatest  evils  on  all  classes  of  society.  From  all  those  con-* 
aiderations  which  he  had  mentioned,  he  was  convinced  that 
'the  paper  currency  of  the  country  had  suffered  depreciation, 
and  that  the  only  remedy  was  to  proyide  for  the  resumption 
of  eash-payments  by  the  Bpnk  as  speedily  ^s  possible* 
Vol.  UL— 1811-  N 
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After  a  few  more  observations,  he  concluded  by  moriog  his 
£r5t  Rcs(dtition. 

Mr.  Jiosc  began  by  coinp1imenting>the  bonourable  and 
learned  gentleman  on  the  remarkable  eloquence  of  his 
speech  9  and  on  the  knowledge  he  had  displayed  of  the  sub- 
ject, whjch  was  infinitely  superior  to  that  which  was  showq 
in  the  Report  on  which  his  propositions  were  founded.  He. 
differed  entirely,  howevei^i  from  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  in  a. variety  of  facts,  and  in  the  greater  part  of 
his  conclusions-  In  his  opinion  there  was  no  depreciation 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  this  country,  nor  was  the  pre- 
sent high  price  of  gold  occasioned  by  an  excessire  issue  of 
the  paper  of  the  B^nkof  England.— If  he  had  the.po>ver  to 
go  through  the  Repsrt,  he  had  no  doubt  he  should  be  able 
to  show  the  present  Committee  that  never  had  a. more  falla« 
cious  document  been  submitted  to  their  consideration  by  any 
Select  G^mmittee  of  that  House.  He  "should  show  that  the. 
Committee  by  whom  this  Report  was  frapied*  desired  of  the 
Bank  what  it  was  impracticable  for  them,  to  cpmply  with, 
and  what,  if  they  could  comply  with,  it  would  not  have  tlie 
effect  of  putting  a  guinea  more  into  circulation.  The  ho- 
nourable and  learned  gentleman  had  begux>  by  observing 
that  there  were  two  descriptions  of  persons  in  this  country 
who  enjtertained  very  opposite  opinions  on  the  subject  of  a 
circulatihg  mtdium,  one  of  them  going  the  full  length  of 
thinking  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  any  other  circulat- 
ing medium  but  paper,  and  the  other  going  to  the  opposite 
extreme  of  contending  that  no  other  medium,  ought  to  be 
employed  but  gold.  If  there  were  any  such  psr&ons  iu  thei 
country,  he  (Mr  Rose)  was  not  aware  of  their  existence^ 
He  confessed  that  he  was  of  neither  of  these  two  opinions; 
but  incllnj^d  to  a  medium  between  the  two^  preferring  thaJ^ 
our  issues  should  be  in  specie,  where  that  could  be  done 
without  danger,  and  that  where,  there  was  a.  de&sieucy  of 
specie  that  deficiency  should  be.  supplied  by  paper*  He 
was  satisfied  that  if  the  nieasure  recommended  ..by  the.bo^ 
nourable  and  learned  gentlei^aan  was  adopted,  we  shou)f}. 
soon  cease  to  have  the  assistance  of  the  Bank«  The  ho** 
nourable  and  learned^ gentleman  had  said  that^gold  was  at 
41.  lOs.  an  ounce.  He  (Mr.  Rose), could  not  conceive, 
where  he  had  received  this  infojrmadon,  for,  from,  the.evi- 
4lence  on  the  table.,  it  appeared  that,  at  the  tim^^of  making, 
the  Report^  the  price  y^^a^  fsom  4/.  i$.  to  4L  5<*    The  bo- 


^AY'6.3  'f BULLION   RETOUT.  $1 

tibarable  and  learned  gentleman  alleged  that  there  Was  a 
depreciation  in  the  raiue  of  bank-notes.  For  every  tranft« 
action  in  life,  however/ bank-notes  were  equal  to  money  in 
4!very  respect.  That  there'was  a  drain  of  gold  in  the  year 
179f  he  did  not  deny;  hut  that  was  the  cause  of  the  sus- 
pension. The  honourable  gentleman  observed,  that  the 
*price  of  corn  had  rlton  greatly,  but  he  qaestioned  much  if 
the  rise  Was  to  be  attributed  to  the  cause  vhich  the  ho* 
Bouratile  and  learned  gentfemab  assigned  to  it.  He 
thoiight  the  increase  of  price  was  rather  to  be  traced  to  the 
pHces  fixed  for  importation.  If  the  rates  at  which  these 
|)rlces  were  fixed,  nad  had  the  effect  of  raising  the  rents 
^generally 'throughout  the  country,   the  landlords  had  not 

freatly  benefited  by  the  circumstance,  as  every  thing  else  . 
ad  risen  almost  in  an  equal  degree.  In  this  way  we  most 
either  have  submitted  to  the  dinerence  of  exchange,  or  to 
fhecliariceof  a  scarcity.  If  there  had  not  been  an  impor- 
tation of  grain,  the  quartern  loaf  would  have  been  at  half*a« 
crown.  He  himself  did  support  this  system,  and  he  still 
thought  it  right.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentlemaa 
bad  stated  the  aisount  of  the  exports  and  imports,  and^ 
'from  a  comparison  of  the  two,  alleged  that  there  was  an  ex* 
tess  of  exports  to  (he  amount  of  twelve  millions.  Nothing, 
iiowever,  could  be  more  false.  On  a  fair  comparison  of  the 
ttvo,  the  balance  would'be  found  to  amount  almost  to  no- 
thing. The  exports  of  1810,  however,  were  not  to  be  taken 
as  the  exports  of  other  years.  The  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  had  blamed  him  (Mr.  Rose)  as  if  he  had  de- 
ceived the  House  with  false  statements  of  those  exports* 
tie,  however,  was  not  liable  for  the  amount  of  our  foreign 
expense,  nor  for  the  actual  produce  of  our  exports. — By 
the  present  state  of  things  they  were  liable  to  great  losses, 
and  to  be  totally  destroyed  by  the  burning  and  othef  decrees 
of  the  Tyrant  of  the  Continent.  It  was  impossible,  there- 
ifore,  to  have  made  an  estimate  of  what  might  be  the 
amount.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  also 
referred  to  the  Portuguese  ejcchange,  and  to  the  exthange 
of  other  countries.  This,  however,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
otir  circulating  paper  here.  The  Portuguese  paper  had 
lately  risen  in  value,  in  consequence  of  the'French  having 
i>een  driven  out  of  that  country,  it  having  formerly  been  ac 
enormous  discount.  The  honourable  and  learned  gen  tfe* 
ftian  brought  in  to  his  aid  the  opinion  of  the  great  capital- 
'Mi  of  thi3  country.    His  (Mr.  Kose^s)  intercourse  bad 
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been  with  the  gieat  capitolistt*  and  with  them  onlj  ;  aod 
he  could  take  on  him  to  assert,  from  every  thing  he  had 
he^rd  and  could  learn,  that  not  one  of  them  agreed  in  tbei 
opinions  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  as  he 
had  expressed  them  to-night.  He  had  referred  to  a  gen- 
tleman, who  wasunfortunajtely  now  no  more  (Sir  F.  Baring). 
That  gentleman  he  (Mr.  Rose)  had  known  from  his  earli* 
est  public  life,  and  there  was  no  man  more  ready  to  declare 
than  he  was,  that  a  man  of  higher  honour,  or  one  who  had 
acquired  a  larger  fortune  more  creditably  to  himself»  never 
e^sted.  The  opinion  of  that  highly  respectable  capitalist, 
however,  would  not  support  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  through  the  whole  of  his  doctrine.  That  ho- 
nourable Baronet  had  declared,  that  in  the  event  of  such  a 
measure  being  resorted  to,  there  would  be  occasion  of  a 
great  increase  of  the  circulating  medium.  As  to  the  idea 
of  the  time  of  war  being  no  less  favourable  for  the  passiog 
such  Resolutions  as  those  proposed  by  the  honourable  ^na 
learned  gentleman  than  a  time  of  peace,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion on  this  head.  Let  such  circumstances  occur  as'  seemed 
to  render  the  measure  practicable,  and  he  should  think  the 
period  of  war  or  peace  a  minor  consideration ;  no  notice, 
nowever,  to  the  effect  now  proposed,  he  wiis  of  opinion^ 
ought  to'be  given  by  Parliament  to  the  Bank,  till  there  was 
a  prospect  at  least  of  the  near  approach  of  such  a  favour* 
able  crisis.  He  should  proceed  to  the  Report,  and  should, 
refer  to  parts  of  it  which  he  deemed  of  extreme  importance. 
— Such  a  train  of  errors  and  mistakes,  from'  first  to  last,  he 
ventured  to  assert,  had  never  yet  been  exhibited  in  any  do* 
cument  submitted  to  that  House.  He  should  endeavour  to 
point  out  some  of  tbem,  beginning  with  the  first  paragraph, 
and  proceeding  on  to  the  end;  and  should  then  ask  of  any 
honourable  gentleman,  how  the  Committee  could  be  called 
on  to  adopt  any  Resolutions  founded  on  a  Report  so  ex- 
tremely fallacipus  in" every  respect  ?  The  first  paragraph  in 
the  Report  makes  the  market-price  of  gold,  in  the  year 
IS09,  to  be  from  4/.  9s.  to  4L  I2s*  per  ounce.  Now,  in 
the  year  1809,  the  price  of  gold  paid  at  the  Bank  was  from 
37.  195.  to  4/. — 4/.'  4s.  and  4/^  6s.  6d.  at  the  highest.  The 
Report  goes  on  to  state  the  price  in  1810  to  be  nearly  the 
same,  namely,  from  4/.  105.  to  AL  13s. ;  whereas  the  price 
paid  at  the  Bank  was,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  4?.  5s. 
and  fell  in  December  to  4/.  St.  Gd.  It  was  to  him  perfectly 
, inconceivable  where  the  authority  came  from  to  warrant 
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these  statemenis  io  the  Report ;  there  was  nothing  in  the 
appendix  which  went  in  the  smallest  degree  to  support  > 
them*  The  Report  then  went  on  to  state  a  variety  of  cir^ 
cumstances,  saggested  by  all  former  experience;  bat  these 
be  should  not  dwell  on.  It  was  natural  for  gentlemen  to 
be  best  pleased  with  their  own  reasonings ;  and  from  the 
£rst  to  tne  last  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  written  on  the 
subject,  there  were  some  of  them  who  differed  from'them* 
selves— 'there  were  none  of  them  who  did  not  differ  froia 
each  other.  He  should,  therefore,  proceed  to  facts.  On 
looking  into  the  state  of  our  paper  issues,  and  of  the  rate  of 
our  exchange,  from  the  year  17)8  down  to  the  year  1797^ 
our  papexbad  been  increasing  from  one  million  to  twelve 
millions,  and  the  rate  of  exchange  was  at  twelve  per  cent. 
In  July  J800  our  paper  amounted  to  fourteen  millions,  and 

.  tliere  was  a  rise  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the'  exchange.  la 
J  800  the  price  of  gold  fell  four  shillings  per  ounce,  notwith* 
standing  there  was  a  coinage  pf  four  millions  of  foreign 
gold,  and  the  exchange  fell  fifteen  per  cent.  These  were 
Jnicts  which  pat  at  a  distance  all  the  theory  now  held  9n  the 
subject.  So  the  increase  -of  the  bank  pa|)er,  it  appeared, 
bad  no  effect  on  the  rate  of  exchange.  The  issue  of  paper 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  the  alteration  in  the  rate  of 

-  exchange  arose  from  circumstaiice$  unconnected  with  anj 
extraordinary   issue  of  bank  paper.     Qy  the  addition   of 
eleven  millions  to  the  bank  issues,  no  efifect  had  been  pro* 
'        dnced  on  the  rate  of  exchange,  which  was  often  favourable; 
and  no  advance  had  thereby  been  made  on  the  price  of  gold. 
« ^  Xhe  unfavourable  state  of  exchange,  so  far  as  regatded  this 

country  at  present,  and  the  advance  in  the  price  of  gold, 
were  attributable  to  a  variety  of  other  and  different  causes 
from  those  to  which  they  had  been  attributed  by  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman.     We  ^y  now  in  a  very  dif* 
.  ferent  sitoation  from  that  in  which  we  virere  last  war.    l^he 
situation  of  the  Continent,  and  the  risks  and  means  of  e^ 
porting  articles  to  it  were  different.    Formerly  when  a  mer- 
chant sent  a  cargo  thither,  he  could  draw  at  once -for  part 
.of  the  price^    ^ow  the  only  mode  of  proceeding  was  to 
send  it  round  in  a  circuit;  and  if  a  bankruptcy  took  placa 
.among  any  of  the  various  hands  through  which  the  cargo 
itself,  or  ihe  proceeds  of  it,  must  naturally  pass,  the  party 
»  here  must  sustain  the  loss  theqee  arising.     Besides  this, 

ibere  were  a  variety  of  other  causes  which  cohtxibuted  to 
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tbeiftiR  '('nd.'^Tbe  foreign  expeidttiotis  wBidh  'we  ^tirerb 
^obliged  <D  otidenake,  had  turned  the  ba1ftn(5e  af  attist  qs. 
iASiyvar/ih^«tnone|f  tient  abroad  on  this  a'Ccoiirit  codd  ndt 
the  fets  cbm  11  mitliona ;  for  corn  abouteight  millions;  fo- 
iieign^tradelive'Biiiitone  and  a  half»  with  some  trtfieft,  atnbarrt- 
ing  in  the  whote  to  about  twenty-five  millions ;  and  aconsi* 
liable ]«irt  of  it  was  gold*  In  page'4  of  the  Report/theiie 
^as  another  erroneous  view  of  the  cause  of  the  deai*ne8s  o'f 
gold,  as  -amibg  from  tts  scarcity ;  Mr.  Merle,  the  persoti 
on  whose  testimony  this  part  of  the  Report  is  foonded,  hav- 
ing «ipok^n>on>y  of  the  home  market;  and  Mr.  Goidsmid^iti 
liisevidence^  stating  that  th^  home  market  was  not  even  sfs 
vtfe  twentieth  of  the -Whole.  In  the  next  page,  the  RepoH 
Hient  on  to  state  the -rise  in  all  other  commodities,  and  thiit 
gold 'had  otily  risen  with  them.  The  price  of  all  other  arti- 
cles iiad  doubled ,  and  it  continued  uniform;  and  ^ret  the 
lieport  told  them  that  it  had  risen  along  with  them.  He 
believed  that  the  prices  of  commodities  in  every  other 
conntiy  'bad  rifpen  in  the,  same  proportion.  In  page  7  of 
4he  Report,  reference  was  made  to  the  evidence  of  the 
vame  respecMbie  character  to  whom  he  h^d  already  al- 
laded  (Sir  F.  Baring),  as  proving  that  there  had  never,  at 
amy  former  period,  been  a  great  scarcity  of  gold,  or  any 
^vieasures  taken  to  prevent  a  drain  of  the  gold  coin  out  df 
fhe  country.  In  the  time  of  the  American  War,  however^ 
when  Lord  Lansdotvne  was  in  office,  and  Sir  Fl  Baring  bad 
the  whole  manageofent  of  the  money  concerns  between  this 
cotti^try  atid  America,  be  recollected  to  have  'had  frequent 
eonversations  whh  h'rm  on  the  best  mode  of  preventing  gold 
from  being  withdrawn  out  of  the  country;  and  he  (Mr. 
Rose),  in  consequence  of  these  commntiications,  wrote  to 
tfae'Ciistom^iouse,  calling  upon  them  to  prevent  coin  from 
being  carried  out  of  the  country,  thereby  to  take  care  that  )a 
^rain  should  not  take  place.  Looking  back  to  theeVi- 
'denoe'Of  Sir  F.  Baring,  he  observed  that  the  Whdle  of  it 
went  to  ifhis,l!hat  there  never  was,  at  atiy  former  time  in 
ibfi  ooi>ntiy,  a  want  of  bullion.  If  the  honourable  Baro- 
net, 'however,  was  mistaken  in  this  respect,  this  must  cea^e 
to  avail  the  hohorurable  and  learned  gentleman  as  an  opi- 
nion on  wbidh  to'grotmd  that  part  of  the  Report,  andof  nis 
Own  argirttfent.  The  honourable  Baronet,  however,  d'rd 
admit  in  his  evidence,  i%a!t  there  must  be  a  representative 
^f  Ibe  ^rculatiuig  meditrm,  in  some  shape  or  otfaer^  equal  to 
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the  d«iii»n4«    The  Report,  in  page  11 »  8t«tei»  M.  aD  indis* 

putable  fact,  what  he  (Mr*  Bose)  asserted  to  be  indisputft« 

hly  antrue-^-and  it  went  to  thi%  that  specie  sent  frpoi  one 

coantry  to  another  must  always  be  sabject  to  a. loss  eqoal  to 

the  freight,  msuraqce,  &c.    This  he  lUostrated.hyisuppoa^ 

ing  two  cases  of  1000  oz.  of  silver^  or  of  a  proportioniilo. 

qaaotitj  of  gold,  sent  from  this  country,  to  the  Continant^ 

on  which,  according  to  his  calculation,  there  would  he  «, 

clear  proftt  of  16  per  cent,  on  the  one,  and  of  20<per  cent. 

on  the  otber^  after  paying  all  charges.    Lest  there  should^ 

be  a  mistakein  this,  he  sent  to  Mr.  GoJdsmid  for  a  similar 

calculation,  and  it  was  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same*    In 

page  12,  the  inference  of  the  Committee  relative  toexporta-. 

ai^d  imports  was  directlv  contrary  to  the  fact.    In  page  I8it. 

too,  th^re  was  an  assertion  relative  to  export  and  f<wreigfi 

expenditure,  for  which  there  was*  not  the  slightest  foundar 

tion ;  it  being  a  fact,  that  in  the  two  highest  years  of  foreign 

expenditure,  there  was  a  short-coming  of  three  millioiis  in 

our  exports^  instead  of  ao  excess.     There  was  a  <Coatiaeo» 

tal  gentleman^  on  whose  evidenoe  the  Committee-  who  ' 

framed  the  Report  seemed  greatly  to  rely-;  and  how  did  ho 

propose  to  remedy  the  evjU  arising  from  the  present  scar«» 

city  of  bullion?     Why,  by  a  free^urculation,  and  liberty 

to  export  J     This  .was  his  expedieat ;  and,  according  to  his 

view  of  the  subject,  it  could  answer  no  good  purpose  to 

allow,  the  Bank  to  pay  in  cash,  unless  you  ^Iso  allowed  a. 

free.  circiiUtion  aud  liberty  to  export ;  in  other  words,  uop 

less  ypu  countenance  fraud  and  perjury.    The  honourable 

genyemaa  next  referred  to  page  17  of  the  Report,  in  which 

an  account  is  given  of  circumstaDces  which  occurred  in  the 

time  of  King  William,  and  where,  speaking  of  the  expeosea. 

of  the  Bank,  it  is  stated  that  their  notes  fell  to  adiscoont  of 

17  per  cent,  and  stock  sold  at  an  advance.     Whore  tbe 

Committee  got  tbe  latter  fact,  if  fact  it  was,  he  could  noi 

say*    On  the  margin  he  saw  the  names  of  Dr.  Drake  and 

Mr*  God&rey,    He  suspected  the  one  was  no  better  auihoi* 

rity  than  he  should  be  able  to  prove  the  other  to  be* 

Mr*  HamtT  said,  tlie  information  alluded  to  would  be 
fouDd  in  Lord  Somers's  Tracts. 

Afr*  Rou  said  the.  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had 
ibpnd  fault  with  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
B^nk,  beeauae.tfaey  did  not  wish  to  discount  at  3  or  4-  per 
cent,  wlien  the-  legal  interest  was  5  per  cent*  He  confessed^ 
hf^wever)  tbftt  jie.  waa  AQt  surpri^  thejr  should  not  wish  to 
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be  cro6S*qnestioned  on  subjects  of  opinion  for  wliicli  they 
liad  not  been  prepared  by  some  previous  intimation*  Let 
the  Committee  see  vhat  Mr.  Goafrey  said  on  this  subject : 
he  told  you  that  at  a  period  when  the  Bank  charged  the 
pnblic  6  per  cent,  they  charged  to  those  who  kept  cash 
with  them  only  3  per  cent.  Would  the  Committee  who 
made  the  Report,  have  the  Committee  of  the  House  to  take 
this  as  a  proof  that  the  Bank  wa^  at  that  time  well  managed? 
The  right.  hoD^  gentleman  then,  proceeded  to  notice  what  was 
stated  by  Dr.  Drake  relative  to  the  same  period.  The  Doctor 
>said  that  they  could  not'elFect  a  reduction  in  the  price  of 
*  guineas.  Two  Acts  of  Parliament,  however,  did  reduce 
,  them.  Ife  stated  too  that  Bank  paper  was  then  narrowed, 
but  in  fact  it  was  not.  Surely  it  was  not  excusable,  when 
l^entlemen  were  making  reports  to  be  laid  before  that 
House,  to  do  so  in  this  extraordinary  way,  by  mis-stating 
every  feet !  The  Report  then  went  on  to  shew,  that  at  a  par- 
ticular period  the  trade  was  unfavouralHe  to  Ireland,  and 
then  refers  fo  a  paper  to  shew  that  the  issue  of  bank  paper 
was  the  cause.  Here  again,  however,  the  statement  was 
unfbunded,  and  the  fact  lay  the  contrary  way.  It  did  so 
happen,  that  when  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  were  at 
the  lowest,  the  exchange  was  iSi  per  cent. ;  and  when  the 
Ban'k  issues  were  at  the  highest,  the  rate  of  exchange  was  at 
9  or  9)  per  cent,  being  about  par.  He  should  not  go  to 
the  length  of  saying  that  this  was  occasioned  by  the  larger 
issues  of  the  Bank,  but  surely  the  fact  was  sufficient  to  repel 
the  contrary  inference.  Mr.  Rose  proceeded  to  state,  that 
the  assertion  that  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  Directors  af- 
fected the  exchange,  and  price  of  bullion,  was  the  most  un- 
founded that  ever^  was  uttered.  To  shew  that  there  had 
been  an  excessive  issue,  the  Report  had  adverted  to  the  dis- 
counts since  1797.  What  they  wers  from  that  period  to 
^  1802,  he  did  not  exactly  know,  but  from  1802  to  1809,  he 
knew  that  the  bank-notes  had  only  increased  397,000/. ;  and 
tlie  learned  gentleman  himself  would  confess  that  if  dis- 
counts could  be  facilitated  without  any  material  increase  of 
paper*  it  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  community  by  the  ac« 
commodation  it  would  afford  to  the  manufacturing  and 
trading  interests.  It  appeared  further,  that  Sir  Francia 
Baring  had  admitted,  that  if  trade  and  revenue  increased, 
an  addition  to  the  circulating  medium  would  be  roquired* 
The  ^tide  and  revenue  of  the  country  had  unquestionably 
increased  greatly  since  1798|  and  therefore  a  larger  amount 
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MSffy  Mt  a  haiik^note  ivas  paid  into  ibr  Exchoquer.  8inoa 
tkat  pariod  they  bad  been  iH*eified,  and  bomotinies  consi^ 
daiaUe  quatiitiat  were  Hiivi  lQclu*d  up.  Tha  increasad  trada 
tiMtt-denBanded  a  laiger  issue  of  bank-noks ;  and  one  reatoa 
why  he  wcmld  not  rrstratn  the  Bank  in  their  istiiei  was,  thai 
Wifesstba^  ftirnishad  thi^  rcquiihe  quantity  of  paper,  tha 
dkflumd  arooU  he  tnppliid  bj  paper  of  a  piach  yorse  dar 
aoriptiea.  A  g<«tltaian  h^d  takl  that  they  om^ht  to  .bnaa 
anothea  bank.  Tfcr\t  Miifht  aibwer,  perhapa»  IT  hi*  were  to 
kare  the  laanaoesii^fit  of  it ;  but  theii  .they  did  not  know 
ifiio  tbe  nnnafeffi  nic^ht  ba  They  ka«w  the  nian^|»erB  of 
Hie  prcMat  Bank,  and  conU  repose  confdcnoe  in  them.  It 
kad  hfrn  JQslly  slated,  that  a  s^iaen  amount  of  comnierof 
laqaired  mora  cirrohiti^g  m^uia  ia  time  of  war  than  in 
iiflBe  of  peaea.  Mr  Bofianqaet  had  said,  that  an  ariditioa 
was  raqaired  in  tha  present  circumstanees,  owin^  to  the 
laiy  credit  ngfltMirily  giyen  to  the  continental  pu^dnsaia. 
Ha  next  adaerled  to  the  quantity  af  coin  hroagbt  into  cir* 
mlation  frofB  17TS  to  1798,  making  nearly  44  millions  al- 
tegetber,  snbjcct  to  whalecrer  drains  might  iie  asada  upon  it 
AinBg  that  period.  But  than  it  would  hs  obfierFed,  that  ex^ 
esjpt  in  the  year  1983,  gakl  was  not  in  all  that  time  above  thf 
Mint  ]ttiee,  so  that  there  wa^  little  temptation  to  mrli  or  ex« 
iport.  Allowojif,  boweiDsr,  eight  millions  for  these  pur^ 
imsaa,  wfaioh  waa  much  bejoaa  tha  amrk,  there  would  still 
mnaiB  ia  cifeiilatioa  in  190&  apwaids  of  thirty-five  mi}» 
lions  of  cpia.  He  wished  this  to  be  notioed,  because  ba 
had  found  that  If  r.  Blak^  and  otheia  had  stated  it  at  mock 
ksa.  This  ^soomstaDce  tiia  laamed  gendemaa  did  not 
appsav  to  have  co|isIdered-*«aa.d  indesd  there  eouhl  bavdtj 
ba  an  iaslanae  of  a  stnM^ar  |ove  of  theory  tliaa  what  he 
kad  displayed  in  apposition  to  bots.  T|ie  roisfortaae  was^ 
Ihatwhtngeatlemen  lifid  formed  a  strong  iheQreticalopinioni 
^my  shmt  iaeir  eyts  to  facta  and  evidence,  and  would  see 
wotfalng  hoi  what  ft^vonrsd  their  own  iriaw  of  the  subject 
^ka  right  hanoosahla  gentleman  then  called  the  attention  of 
^hf  Coasmittae  to  tha  piesent  scavctfy  of  tptcia,  and  as  a 
proof  of  it,  adreated  to  the  wiy  sasatl  comparative  quantity 
aaedfiec)  bv  tbe  revenue'coHeo(oi«*  In  the  pollaotioB  pf  a 
•eaenue  of  1,040,000/.  hi  the  county  of  lAUcasler,  only 
fbao<  1 I9OOO/.  of  apapia  bad  been  procuiad.  From  thia 
aiTcwnstanea)  tbe  Oammittea  must  be  aware,  how  very  ne» 
fsssairy  it.  was,  lh%t  tka  paper  aurrancy  aboii}d  ba  biga 
Vol.  111.— 1811.  O 


g8  THE  PAAUAMCNTAft'T  BBGUrBB.  .[«OM. 

enotych  to  soppTy  the  drain  of  specie.    la  1797^  the  circu- 
lating mediam,  including  coin  and  bank-notes,  was  about 
46  millions.    At  present,  the  amount  of  sn^ie  in  circulation 
could  hardly  amount  to  3  milUofis.    Ta|^in|f  the  bank- 
notes at  24  millions,  the  whole  circulating  medium  was 
only  87  millions  in^^tead  of  the  46  millions,  which  roust 
have  b<*en  in  circulation  in  17d8«    The  Committee  then 
must  be  aware  of  the  incalculable  ineouTenience  that  would 
lesult  to  trade  and  manufactures,  from  checking  the  issue  of 
bank*notes.      Such  a  measure  would^  besides,  injure  the. 
exports,  and  occasion  a  most  pernicious  reduction  of  the 
ezchan^*  « (ffe/ir,  hear  !  from  Mr.  Pereeval  and  oihert.) 
Let  the  Committee  then    consider   whether  it  could    be 
justly  said,  that  there  was  an   ezcetB  of  bank    paper  f 
"whether  it  would  be  wise  policy   to   letter   the   Bank 
Directors  in  their  issues  of  notes  f    If  an  .excess  had  been 
made  out,  then  there  would  have  beep  some  foundation  for 
the  remedial  measure  recommeuded  in  the  Report.    But  so 
fiir  was  this  from  being  made  out,*  that  the  rery  reverse  was 
the  real  truth  of  the  case.    Instead  of  being  surprised  at  th^ 
large  amount  of  bank-notes  in  circulation,  his  wonder  was 
that  the  issues  had  not  been  much  greater.    Considering  the 
previous  extent  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  the  increase 
of  trade  and  revenue  that  had  taken  place  since  1796,  one 
would  rather  be  tempted  to  conclude  that  the  Aink  had  not 
been  so  liberal  in  its  issues  of  paper  as  the  circumstances  re* 
quired.     Notwithstanding  then  his  high  opinion  of  the 
learned  geotleroan^s  talents,  he  could  not  help  saying,  that 
such  a  Report  as  this,  so  directly  in  the  teeth  of  ikcts  and 
evidence,  be  had  never  known.    How  could  the  learned 
gentleman  imagine  that  they  could  adopt  his  Resolutions, 
founded  on  such  erroneous  opinions  asne  had  taken  upf 
They  were  not  to  proceed  upon  the  credit  6f  the  very  able 
and  eloquent  speech  which  be  had  just  delivered.    They 
were  to  look  at  the  Report,  and  see  how  &r  the  evidence 
supported  the  allegations.    These  allegations  were  not  suih 
ported  by  the  evidence :  and  he  bad  proved,  from  unde« 
niable  facts,  that  the  issues  of  bank  notes  had  nothing  what^ 
ever  to  do  with  the  exchange,  or  price  of  bullion.    The 
Report  was  against  every  syllable  of  the  evidence,  except 
that  of  Sir  F.  JBaring  ana  the  contlneptai  merchant*    But 
even  the  continental  merchant  had  given  it  as  bis  opinion 
that  the  exchange  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  rail  of 
the  exchange.    He  had. been  pressed  upon  this  pointy  but 
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had  alwajs  pcweyered  in  his  opioion.    Bat  he  Miid  tbit  the 
biHr  amoanl  of  baDk-notcs  had  some  effi-ct  in  preventia^ 
the  rise  of  the  exchfiDipe ;  for  if  the  B-*ak  inoeil  ^okl»  it 
might  be  exported,  and  thus  render  the  exchaoice  more  fii* 
Tollable.    So  that  the  way  in  which  the  exchange  nii|^t 
be  prevent^  (roan  rising,  was  to  export  the  gold  as  fast  as 
it  was  issoed  from  the  Bank*  The  Comraitliee  had  not  sanc- 
tioned the  frand  and  perjury  which  this  wonkl  have  in*  * 
▼olved*-but  without  fraud  and  perjury  such  exporl^i  could 
not  be  floade.    Then,  as  to  Sir  F.  Baring's  evidence,  be 
aaid  that  it  would  be  proper  to  rssume  payments  in  specie 
as  soon  as  the  Bank  could  conveniently  do  it.     He  din  not   ' 
aay  that  a  positive  law  should  pass,  compelling  the  Bank 
'   to  resume  the  payments  in  specie,  but  only  gave  it  as  his 
^piuiOR^tbat  the  issue  of  cash  should  be  resumed  as  soon  as 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Bank.     If  the  Committee  turned 
aside  from  the  evideooe  of  the  best  informed  witnesses,  a'ld 
i^ODsidered  it  as  extravagant  nonsense,  their  Re?  port  could 
not  form  a  proper  ground  for  ^ny  proceeding  in  that  House 
^ — but,  independent  of  the  evidence  of  the  rest,  even  upon 
tbat  of  Sir  F.  Baring,  and  the  continental  merchant,  the 
Committee  h4d  not  made  oiit  the  allegations  in  their  Report. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  then,  adverting  to  the 
statements  of  an  honourable  friend  of  his(Hnskisson),  ex- 
pressed his  firm  conviction,  that  in  publishing  those  !>tate* 
ments,  his  honourable  friend  had  been  actuated  by  no  im« 
proper  motive.     His  honourable  friend,  he  was  sure,  had 
JDotoing  in  view  but  the  public  good*    But  though  he  gave 
him  full  credit  for  the  purity  of  his  motives,  he  could  not 
help  regretting  that  such  a  publication  should  have  gone 
,  abroad.    With  the  best  intentions  on  the  part  of  his  bon« 
friend,  it  bad,  he  was  persuaded,  done  much  injury  to 
public  cicdit.    To  all  those  who  had  talked  to  him  on  the 
subject  ^the  publication  in  question,  he  had  always  said 
tbat  his  hon.  friend  could  have  had  nothing  else  in  view  but 
the  public  advantage ;  but  still  it  had  done  much  injury. 
If  such  a  publication  had  come  from  an  indifferent  persof^, 
it  would  have  ugnified  little ;  it  would  have  passed  away 
without  doing  any  mischief.    But  from  the  high  character 
of  bis  faoopurable  friend,  his  great  knowledge  of  financial 
oonoems,  and  the  confidence  which  many  were  disposed  to 
place  in  his  opinions,  his  statement  had,  excited  peculiar 
attention,  and  its  bad  effect  bad  been  more  extensively  dif- 
fused.   His  honoumble  ftietid  had  said  that  there  ej;isted  a 
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8tr<Hi|r  feMtaUttDoe  betiveen  the  doDtriw  upon  wbioh  ih^ 
B*nk  Directoi«>  proceeded  |  and  that  of  the  ceMmled  Mr* 
Law.  The  buik  Directors  might  powiblj  be  wrong  in  thd 
nntioti)  that  ibey  could  never  Utmf  16  eioe»  as  lon^t  at  tbejT 
discounted  only  on  gobd  commercial  aecarity.  But  wtet 
teKPinblaoce  existed  bet WFeti 'their  pixiceedinsB  and  tbofie  itf 
Mr.  Law,  he  was  at  a  lofli  to  conoeite.  Mr.  Law's  Bank 
entifxl  in  not  leaving  a  thilling  to  be  divided  anionic  tb« 
.bolderti  of  itfttecurilii^.  The  Bank  of  England,  as  appeared 
by  the  eMinination  before  the  G>mmittee  of  Lords^  had,  in 
17P7»  a  very  laf]gc  snrplufe  beyond  aH  claims  (hat  could  be 
made  upon  it.  ^io  two  thiMs  couki  be  more  diAi«iil| 
therefore,  than  this  and  Mr.  Law's  scheme.  If  the  Bank 
Directors  Mere  to  be  examined  to-morrow»  he  believed  it 
ivould  appear  that  they  had  }5  millions  snrplns  property 
beyonrf  all  the  denrnnd^  ai^ainst  them.  He  could  not^ 
therefore,  but  say  that  the  observation  of  bis  honourabte 
friend  had  ntuch  better  have  beeu  omitted.  The  Bank  Di^ 
lectors  did  not  deserve  it.  This  was  another  proof  that  wheik 
Ifeniiemen  had  formed  certain  theoretical  opinions^  they 
could  see  nothing  but  what  made  In  favour  of  their  tbeories. 
If  they  once  abandoned  established  law  and  usage,  they  got 
into  inexplicable  diftcuHieft.  The  right  bonouralile  gen- 
tirman  then  read  some  sentences  from  the  pteUication  of 
Mr.  Wheatiy,  reflecting  upon  the  financial  doctrines  of  Mr« 
Pitt)  who,  as  be  said,  having  taken* up  wrong  Views  of  this 
kubJQct,  was  consequently  wrong  in  the  measures  which  hb 
atioptetf.  Whatever  diffi^rence  of  opinion  might  bavi 
existed  on  other  pointsi  he  confinsed  his  surprise  that  Mn 
Pitt  should  be  charged  hf  any  one  with  ignorance  of  tbb 
&iauces  and  resources  ot  his  country.  He  dkl  not  Mtnd 
thereas  the  adVocat)?of  the  Bank ;  his  only  nbjedt  was  the 
public  interest.  If  the  Bank  Directors  had  nbt  done  their 
duty 9  he  would  have  been  as  ready  to  censure  them  as  any 
naa*  But  as  to  their  resumptioii  of  cash  payments^  it  was 
alti^etber  out  of  the  question.  It  was  impossible  ibrthetft 
to  &)d  specie  to  pay.  1 1  tbefe  existiM  a  (Msibilit^  of  thek 
I'esiimiog  cash  payments,  he  would  'be  ^willing  to  compd 
them  to  do  so  at  Whatever  ex  pence.  If  they  could  find 
specie  at  any  prit^e^  their  proits  had  b(>en  so  large  that  he 
toooghi  t bey  ought  to  pay  in  cash,  (/fettf !  ^arl)  Kot 
the  truth  ^as  that  specie  wa6  not  to  be  tbund  The  Com- 
mittee in  ihAr  Report  pro^oi^ed,  that  the  Bank  Dlredofi 
Should  rednoe  their  issu^  of  paper-   Hbw  oouhl  tbey  4b 
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this  whdn  gM  vM^  vot  to  be  had  I    In  his  opinion  ihey 

<M€ild  not  poMibly  do  to  witboot  the  most  material  injarj 

to  trade  and  mantlfiictlim,  and  the  most  •ertotui  inconve* 

ittence  even  t6  klloureta  and  almost  every  description  oC 

p^fBOnain  the  oommuntty.    His  honourable  friend  had  sakl 

tbat'goM  mi^t  be  had  in  exchange  for  other  contmoditiai^ 

Snt  every  tbinf  that  the  country  could  spnre  was  sent  oat 

for  other  purposes.     They  could  not  send  raof^,  and  hoir 

-was  the  ^Id  to  be  procured  i    His  hon.  friend  said  that  it 

mt^t  be  procured  hfte ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  fo^ 

ipeignen  ptnrohased  it  here  at  the  rate  of  4/.  I5f,  per  ounce, 

tusd  ofle*of  theili  htd  a  eoitiniission  to  take  it  at  any  prio^ 

Whatever  the  price  might  be,  his  tnstructionsM^lfefe  to  give 

ei  sbtiUng  more,  bnt  to  gel  ttie  gold,    it  was  impossible^ 

th^iefefe^  fot  the  Bank  to  procure  it^^and  if  the  Bank 

<xnild  not  procure  it^  what  did  they  propoae?  He  had  seen 

an  onlcr  under  the  administration  of  the  £arl  of  Oxford,  by 

triliob  a  sliip  was  directed  to  proceed  in  search  of  gokl«  Thie 

okder  had  appntred  to  him  sufficiently  whimsical ;  .but  he 

fMTOtested  that  ha  did  not  think  it  more  extravagant  than 

the  proposition  now  made  to  cMipet  the  resumptiopof  cash 

fnyments  by  the  Bank  within  a  certain  period,  when  gold 

was  not  to  be  bud.  Mr.  Locke  had  stated,  that  the  only  way 

io  pfxx^ure  gold  was  by  the  surplus  of  trade.    If  /^ore  com*- 

modities  w^fe    exported   than   imported)  gold    must  be 

sported  in  order  to  equaliaethe  balance.    But  at  present 

tibo  balnnoe  of  trade  was  against  os»    If  the  issues  ot  bonk^ 

notes  were  n<A  cheeked,  our  difficnUtes  might   be  sui^ 

mounledHk^i/eir,  keari  from  Mr.  PtrcpieUahdoihen.}--^ 

but  if  they  should  be  cbeoked)  the  worst  consequences  would 

ibllow.    Gold  could  not  be  procured »     1  he  balance  of 

trade  was  not  only  against  us,  but  the  system  of  tyranny 

ptetalebt  on  the  Cohtineht  prevented  the  payment  of  money 

there  ev^  when  it  became  due.    This  was  so  monstrous, 

thai  it  dould  hardly  contiutte.    On«  would  hope  that  it 

VPOoM  soon  And  its  own  end«    But  et^n  if  the  Bank  could 

find  gokl»  would  the  country  be  the  better  for  it  ?  How 

long  would  the  coin  issued  tetnain  in  this  country  ?    The 

price  of  gold  wns  4/.  16f. ;  but  supposing  it  onlr  4/.  \As^ 

•r  IS,  or  1%  it  would  be  meMed  ana  Exported.    Unless  then 

they  eonid  wduoe  the  prkse  of  gold,  it  would  be  perfectly 

rogatory  to  call  upon  the  Bank  to  pay  in  the  precious 

Hiemts*    If  the  pnbliov^ro  to  derive  any  advantage  from  \tj 

be  wooW  btive  no  besilation  io  diminiBhiog  the  profits  of 
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the  Bavik  ;  but  when  no  adirantage  conlctbe  gained  for  the 

Eablic  bj  the  measure^  he  had  no  inclination  to  intcfere« 
le  iroula  only  fiirther  aay,  that  under  this  system  of  Bank 
Restriction,  the  country  liad  floiiriahed  for  14  y^n^  with 
the  exception  of  the  two  last  years,  as  iar  as  concerned  the 
exchange.  That  had  fiillent  but  it  was  owing  to  the  ones* 
ampled  tyranny  under  which  the  G>ntinent  at  present 
groane<K  Were  they  to  asjsist  the  enemy  in  this  monstrous 
-Vforky  by  checking  the  issues  of  bank-paper,  at  a  moment 
when  the  scarcity  of  the  precious  metals  rendered  them  es- 
sential to  the  commercial  and  raano&cturing  industry  of 
the  country  ?  In  the  whole  history  of  Pbriiament'  he  h<Mi 
never  heard  of  a  Report  so  totally  contradicted  by  facts  as 
this.  Having  prospered  so  long  onder  this  system,  he 
hoped  (hey  would  uot  now  put  an  end  to  it^  at  a  time  when 
it  became  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  continue  it*  He 
trusted  gentlemen  would  take  caret  hat  whatever  mischidP* 
was  done  us,  should  be  the  work  of  the  enemy ;  and  that 
we  should  not  madly  assist  bis  schemes,  by  bringing  that 
destruciion  upon  ourselves  in  which  he  vainly  attempted  to 
involve  us.    (He^rl  heart) 

Mr.  Henrif  Thornton  said  it  was  impossible  at  present  to 
follow  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  (Irrough  the  variity  of  calculations  which  he  had 
submitted  to  the  House.  Neither  would  he  attempt  at  pre- 
sent to  decide  upon  the  accuracy  or  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
Bullion  Committee  Report.  The  question  had  been  cer- 
tainly ably  and  fully  opened  that  night  by  the  learned 
Chairman  of  that  Committee ;  but,  however  ably  tknd  fiilly 
Ite  might  have  opened  the  question,  there  were  some  parts 
of  his  speech  which,  perhaps,  required  farther  amplification. 
The  main  question,  it  was  to  be  observed,  was  not  whether 
cash  payments  were  to  be  resumed  at  the  Bank  of  England 
within  a  limited  time  ?  or  whether  this  resumption  should 
at  all  take  place  f  but  it  was  whether  they  ou^^ht  to  agree 
to  the  sentiuient  of  the  learned  gentleman  on  this  particular 
point ;  namely,  that  the  present  high  price  of  bullion  was 
to  be  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  paper  circulated  in  the 
country  ?  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  House  should 
decide  as  to  this  point  between  the  Bank  Directors  and  the 
Bullion  Committee.  He  himself,  had  already  given  an 
incidental  opinion  in  the  House  on  this  subject ;  but  it  was  a 
subject  which  could  not  be  too  fully  canvassed  in  the  House ; 
iMcause  wlicn  they  gave  the  Bank  an  uoUmited  and  discre^ 
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tionarjr  power  to  isBtie  oat  paper,  it  was  thair  daty  OKrefalij, 
to  gaam  against  anj  excess  in  that  iaiue,    It.became  neoes« 
aaiy  then,  in  the  first  place^  to  inquire  in  what  manner 
quantity  had  an  influence  on  exchange.    He  had  to  shew 
what,  in  his  opinion,  was  as  (Rain  as  any  point  could  well 
be,  nay,  what  was  demonstrable*  that  the  qunntity  of  pi|per 
must  necessarily  inflaencetbe  price  of  oomraotltties.     The 
Irish  Bank  Directors,  though  they  denied  that   the  ex« 
change  was  anywise  affected  by  the  issue  of  paper,  did  not 
deny  that  the  price  of  commodities  was  aflected  by  it.    One 
of  tne  English  Bank  Directors  said  something  to  the  same 
^cct.     Indeed,  he  had  ne?er  met  with  any  one  who  denied 
that  the  quantity  of  paper  influenced  the  price  of  com- 
modities.   The  same  effect  was  produced  by  the  quantity  of 
gold.    Indeed,  the  general  principle  of  quantity  was  ad- 
mitted the  other  day  in  the  House,  when  a  certain  amount 
of  £xchcqoer*biUs  was  TOted  to  prerent  some  persons  in 
Scotland,  engaged  in  manufactures,  from  experiencing  & 
filll  in  the  price  of  their  commodities.    They  bad  heard  that 
the  paper  of  all  the  Banks  of  Ireland  had  been  diminished. 
The  conseqnence  of  this  measure  was  afali  in  the  price  of 
commodities,  but  it  was  also  a^  rise  in  exchange.     Here  be 
wished  to  be  understood,  that  lie  did  not  mean  to  say  that  a 
great tliminotion  o{  paper  might  not  be  a  great  evil ;  but  at 
piesent  it  was  to  be  kept  in  mind,  they  were  searching  for 
principles — they  were  inquiring  whether  the  augmentation 
of  the  circniating  medium  of  the  conntnr  did  not  diminish 
the  Talne  of  that  circulating  medium.    Of  this  principle  he 
could  no  more  doubt  than '  he  could  doubt  of  Lis  own  ex- 
istence.   On  the  31st  of  December  1795,  the  exchange  was 
iinfaTOUfabie  to  this  country.     The   Bank  immeilialely 
limited  their  paper.     He  found  at  that  time  a  general  re-  ' 
fqsallo  discount.    It  would  have  been  very  convenient  to 
himself  at  that  time  to  have  received  an  accommodation 
from  the  Bank.    He  had  goods  which  he  was  compelled,  in 
consequence^  to  sell  at  a  loss.    He  found,  when  be  went 
to  the  Bank,  a  Sagar-baker  in  the  same  predicament  with 
^imsdf,  who  was  compelled  to  have  recodrse  to  the  same 
remedy.    Now  if  this  fact  be  established,  that  the  aupnea* 
tatioa  of  the  quantity  of  paper  increases  the  price  or  corn-* 
modities,  was  it  possible  to  deny  that  bullion  shared  the 
late  of  ail  other  commodities  ?     Why  should  not  the  pro- 
duce of  the  mine  be  affected  as  well  as  the  produce  of^  the 
earth  ?    What  was  exchange  but  the  relative  value  of  the 
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oifoalatifig  necttnm  o(  ome  poniilrj  compared  nith  the 
ymlvte  of  the  civcubitiiif  medttim  of  all  other  oottBlrifis  t 
Vow  this  eountrj  had  takm  ^  dtflbredt  felatire  valot  in  haf 
cinSQlation  to  ttiat  of  other  eouotrieK,  and  thefffore  iho  ex- 
ohaa^  with  those  count riefi  identified  itself  with  the  prico 
of  bullion  in  them.  This,  it  was  to  be  remarked,  waa  the 
great  fundamental  question*  It  was  like  a  primatj  law  of 
Mature,  and  oui^ht  to  be  constantlj  kept  in  mind*  Not 
that  he  meant  to  saj  an  invariable  proportion  was  main* 
lained  between  the  price  of  bullion  anJ  the  issue  of  paper. 
(Heari  from  the  Miffitierial  htncifs).  He  could  sap* 
wose  that  on  any  crreat  alarm  the  proportions  misrht  .be 
doubled— even  tripled.  There  were  indeed  a  variety  of 
aafisee  which  mi^ht  operate  more  strongly  at  one  period 
than  another.  But  to  this  point  he  wished  to  rail  ihA  at- 
tention of  the  House,  that  they  had  never  on  any  former 
occasion  had  any  thing  like  so  great  aa  excess  as  now.  If 
at  any  time  the  balanoe  of  trade  was  against  o^»  and  tbo 
Talue  of  gold  rose  in  consequcnee,  the  temptation  to  ex^ 

Sort  occasioned  a  drain  on  the  Bank.  The  Bank  then 
rew  in  their  issues.  He  wished  to  call  to  their  recollection 
three  periods  illustrative  of  this.  The  first  of  these,  periods 
was  I783»  when,  as  appears  from  the  evidence  given  before 
this  House  in  IT9T,  there  was  a  considerable  fall  in  ex* 
change,  and  the  Bank  refused  to  make  anv  payments  on  th^ 
loan  of  1788.  The  second  of  theae  periodfs  was  179S,  when 
the  exchange  was  also  unfavourable.  The  Bank  began 
immediately  to  restrict  their  loans.  The  third  of  thne 
periods  was  1797,  when  there  was  a  drain  on  the  Bank  fmna 
another  cause,  not  connootod  with  an  unfavourable  eB« 
change.  To  have  then  extended  their  issues,  would  have  been 
l^iglily  liberal ;  but  the  Ihct  was,  that  they  on  the  contiavy 
drew  them  in.  It  was  necessary  then  to  inquire  bow  (hey 
would  be  freed  from  this  drain  of  gold,  and  not  permit  the 
^cvil^  to  go  on  enlarging,  in  the  same  manner  at  if  tne  piesent 
period  were  antecMcnt  to  the  restriction.  If  there  were  no 
^  restnotioo  at  the  Bank,  and  no  law  agaiiwt  the  exportaiiaa 
of  gold  coin,  no  Parliament  to  interfere  with  the  couret  of 
proceeding,  how  would  nature  act?  Supposing  that  the 
stamp  of  the  coin  merely  ascertained  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  tb^  metal  contained  in  it ;  supposinj[  an  un* 
ravourabie  trade  and  an  unfavourable  harvest^^if  people, 
from  abroad  send  articles  hither,  something  in  return  must 
be  sent  to  them,  'commodities  fw  far  as  tiiey  go^  and  if  any 
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ipoU  In  tb^  conffy,  mme  of  it  must  aho  be  aent,  but  juat 
6o  fOQcb  as  tvould  pot  th^  gold  on  the  fontin^  at  which  it 
Mi^  be  in  the  exporttnf  oonntry*    Thin  might  be  vsry 
incontenietit ;  bot  he  wan  merely  shewing  the  couraethat 
would  be  tAken.    The  gold  ^ing  abtond  would  oeoasion  it 
to  be  cheaper  there,  while  the  high  mse  of  inteiesC  here 
\rould  gfftdnalljr  ifstot^the  balanoe  between  this  and  foreign 
iMlintries,  so  that  the  standard  wouH  still  continue  to  bs 
tbe  same,  as  if  all  was  bot  one  conf*iry.    He  asked,  whether 
ill  sBch  a  case  there,  woald  not  necessarily  be  a  limitation  of 
the  eirculating  Medram  ?    SuiHy  th^w  would.    The  la#^ 
no  donbt,  would  proTe  some  obstrtictlon  to  the  exportation 
of  com ;  but  the  talne  of  that  difficulty  was  known.    Hoir 
did  this  stand  sttleoodent  to  1797  ?    It  was  necessary  to 
examine  tbe  principle  of  the  thing.    They  knew  that  for  k 
hundred  years  baek  there  had  been  a  constant  tendency  to 
lejtctiM  in  the  iflsoes ;  but  that  excess  had  alway)i  been  jpr^ 
tented  by  limitation^     He  had  already  Stflted  three  cases 
^here  the  Bofik  had  limited  their  issues.     When  the  Bank 
ftit  an  akM,  they  very  naturally  refhiced  thetr  issn^.    It 
^fnm  alto^ber  out  of  tbe  qm^tion  to  think  of  ascertaining 
the  excess  ftom  the  quantity :  for  ihvte  were  a  variety  of 
circumstances  which  made  the  quantity  elude  tbelr  dis^ 
corny.    Tbe  sltiiatioB  of  Europe  might  make  a  diminution 
indispenslibly.Mcessary.    The  war  had  such  a  tendency. 
Between  17S0  and  I7w,  years  of  peaee^  the  exchange  wrMi 
Always  in  btonr  of  (his  country ;  and  accordiifgly  it  would  be 
jbnnd,  the  yeai^  of  excess  were  during  the  war  in  1795  ttnd 
1797. — Gentlemen  might  consider  what  a  low  rate  of  in* 
<ere»t  five  per  cent^  was  in  time  of  war,  and  what  a  temp- 
Intion  it  afforded  to  apply  for  discounts.    The  legal  rate  of 
interest  was,  no  doobt,  fte  per  cent,  and  it  might  be 
imagined  that  all  the  money  that  was  borrotred  during  war 
tras  borrowed  at  thief  rate ;  but  no  man  could  borrow  money, 
exdept  trom  the.  Bank,  without  paying  additfonflft  suras,  iii 
name  of  commission,  Which  ready  went  to  increiiMe  the  rate. 
A  jierson  who  borrowed  at  five  per  cent,  would  dnd^  on 
tittUiocif^  his  bobka,  that,  independent  of  the  proflfs  of'tr?rJe, 
ibis  goods  were>  from  time  to  time,  worth  more  and  more  in 
value,  so  that  in  time,  by  the  mere  rise  in  stock  ahmc,  he 
Would  be  enaUed  to  pay  off  the  debt.    In  the  ^me  manner, 
tt  person  who  in  1790  hid  out  100/.  in  the  purchase  of  land^ 
if  It  were  tra^etl  back,  would  be  found  soon  to  have  got  the 
Whole  into  his  own  pocket*    It  was  easy  to  sds  then  what  a 
Vol..  III.— 1811.  P 
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gre^i  temptation  there  was  for  borrowinf •  It  was  well 
known  in  the  banking  busineBS,  that  nobody  lent  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  demand,  for  it  would  be  perfectly  imponible 
to  equal  the  measure  of  the  demand.  The  borrower  pays 
more  than  five  per  cent,  interest  to  any  other  person  than 
the  Bank*  It  may  easily  be  imagined  then,  that  if  the 
Bank  with  such  a  low  interest  measure  their  issues  by  any 
thinp  like  demand,  they  must  run  ^into  excess.  In  the 
Hamburgh  Bank  the  limitation  as^inst  excess  is  found  in 
tlie  rate  of  interest ;  and  it  may  be  8aid>  that  the  Bank  of 
England  will  be  constantly  in  danger  of  excess,  if  the  rato 
of  interest  be  ever  so  little  higher  than  the  legal  rate.  Since 
1797  there  had  been  no  limitation  whaterer  on  the  Bank ; 
And  thb  was  the  turning  point.  The  right  honourable  gen«- 
tleman  (Mr.  Rose)  was  displeased  at  the  comparison  between 
the  Bank  of  England  ancl  the  Missisippi  Scheme  of  Law ; 
and  be  agreed  with  him,  that  nothing  could  be  more  opi* 
posite  jn  geneml  than  they  were.  Bjuit  though,  in  many 
points,  they  might  be  opposed^  it  was  no  less  true  that  there 
might  be  certain  points  of  similarity  between  them,  and  that 
this  country  may  be  in  danger  of  suffering  from  the  same 
calamity  which  befel  France,  from  Law.  Mr.  Law  looked  to 
security,  and  the  Bank  looked,  in  1797,  to  security*  Law 
did  not  issue  paper  for  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  value  of 
the  land.  The  rate  of  interest  fell  to  three  per  cent.  Many 
good  things  resultefi  at  first  from  this ;  but  he  got  at  last 
more  than  all  the  circulating  medium  of  the  rest  of  Europe* 
He  thought  he  could  not  issue  too  much,  while  he  lent  at 
low  interest  on  good  security^  In  the  same  manner — ^let  the 
Bank  look  that  they  do  not  lend  too  much  at  low  interest* 
Another  case  applicable  to  the  present  was  the  Bank  of 
Paris.  The  Bank  of  Paris  was  not  the  Government  Bank* 
It  lent  out  money  on  moderate  interest,  and  was  founded  oa 
good  security.  In  1785,  the  government,  wishing  for 
money,  contrived  to  borrow  from  the  Bank,  and  to  interfere 
with  the  paper  currency.  The  Bank  having  furnished  loans 
to  government,  augmented  their  paper*  This  again  pro-- 
fiuocd  a  run  on  the  Bank  :  at  last  the  Bank  stopped*  But  the 
Bank  immediutely  limited  their  paper;  and  though  the 
exchange  had  fallen  ten  per  a*nt.  the  Bank  felt  no  difficulty^ 
This  exaiiiple  was  made  for  the  instruction  of  this'country* 
A  C'ommittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  business, 
and  ibey  slat^xl  three  things  as  particularly  to  be  attended 
tQ*    'fh^  first  was,  tfiat  government  should  not  bonow  front 
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the  Bank ;  very  diflfermt  from  the  piactice  in  this  country* 
Thej  next  stated  that  the  Bank  fands  should  only  be  laid 
out  on  short  securities,  that  they  mi^ht  always  hare  it  in 
their  power  to  restrict  their  issues ;  and  in  the  third  place 
they  stated  that  the  Bank  should  draw  in  their  discounts  in 
case  of  a  drain  ;  for  the  meaning  of  a  drain  was,  that  more 
notes  had  been  issued  than  were  reC^uirsd.  This  could 
not  be  difficult,  if  attention  were  paid  to  the  first  symptoms 
of  snpeiabnndanoe.  Gentlemen  would  perhaps  say  that 
this  case  was  not  similar  to  ours.  Bat  he  would  maintain 
that  drain  was  a  proof  of  superabundance.  The*  paper  of 
the  Paris  Bank  amounted  only  to  ninety  millions  when  it 
stopped,  while  one  hundred  millions  at  another  period  was 
sot  found  too^  much ;  but  then  there  arose  circumstances^ 
such  as  war,  which  totally  altered  the  relation  of  the  suin 
wanted.  He  protested,,  therefore,  against  the  laying  down  a 
particular  maKimum  :  the  only  rule  of  guidance  was  necei- 
aarily  the  drain.  They  were  exactly  like  the  Bank  of  Paris. 
There  were  a  variety  of  other  circumstances  to  the  same 

gint>  and  he  believed  Sweden  was  one.  The  Swedish 
nk,  like  the  Bank  of  Paris,  lent  at  interest,  it  bad  been 
said,  that  the  difference  between  this  country  and  the 
Continent  made  all  these  foreign  instances  inapplicable : 
but  were  there  no  limits  to  this  proposition  ;  were  there  no 
couritries  on  the  Continent  situate  like  ourselves?  The 
Swedish  Bank,  he  was  persuaded,  was  of  that  description — 
they  lent  at  interest ;  but  they  lent  somewhat  too  largely, 
and  stopped  at  a  depreci^ion  of  seventy  percent.  They  also 
say  a  great  difference  in  the  price  of  commodities  is  highly- 
inconvenient,  that  trade  would  suflfei|;  they  wish  to  tem- 
¥[>rize,  and  are  indisposed  to  reduce  their  issues  of  paper* 
be  excess  of  America  was  also  in  point.  Their  paper  was 
also  issued  on  very  good  security.  Demerara  and  Surinam 
ivere  also  in  point.  It  was  very  natural  for  us  to  think  that 
we  were  the  centre  of  our  o^n  system ;  in  the  same  way  as 
was  supposed  that  the  sun  kept  running  round  the  earth, 
and  not  the  earth  round  the  sun,  we  always  imagine  that 
the  bullion  keeps  on  rising,  and  not  that  our  currency  ^oes 
on  depreciating.  He  said  be  understood  that  in  Sweden  also 
bullion  was  said  to  rise*  He  remembered  when  be  was  in  a 
Russian  counting-house,  he  had  no  idea  how  the  exchange, 
now  down  to  eleven,  and  now  up,  was  continoally  against 
that  country,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  leading  tide,  though 
it  appears  for  a  little  to  go  back^  keeps  gradually  gaining 
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move  and  mort  gronnA*  The  ytco^i^l  vafiivoiirtb^  es- 
chan^  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  paper  money  issued  by 
several  «Qeca«iive  rulers  of  Russia ;  and  these  Tariatioqs  had 
their  origin  in  causes  thai  might  somewhat  leducei  bi|t  could 
never  substantially  efiect  that  nofiivottrable  exchange.  Will 
it  be  said,  that  the  same  measure  may  be  fevourable  here 
and  unfavourable  theva  ?  It  appears  from  ManhaU's  Life 
of  Washington,  how  unwilling  the  Amerioans  weie  in  1791- 
and  170f  to  own  the  depreciated  state  pf  their  currsncy« 
They  were  all  inclined  to  impute  their  unfavourable  esc 
change  to  an  pntavourable  atate  of  trade.  It  was  true,  that 
there  were  coatiaual  variations  of  trade,  which  prodiioed 
iniaor  changes  ja  the  state  of  exebange.  But  the  Bank 
qiust  take  the  hint  given  by  nature,  and  limit  their  issues.-^ 
This  was  tlie  gate  which  they  should  open  for  the  evil* 
When  the  question  was  with  r^^ard  to  so  gnat  a  body  as  the 
Sank  of  England,  it  became  of  immense  importaaoe  to  look 
to  the  geoml  princip1e.«»If  thev  did  not  oalculate  this 
operation  of  natoie,  they  wouh)  briojgr^  the  gieatert  danger 
on  the  country.  He  did  not  think  the  Bonk  of  £oghuid 
guiUy  of  any  particular  excess ;  but  what  he  blamed  them 
for  was,  that  they  did  SM»t  lately  look  to  the  exchaoge^ 
t«|ke  a  hint  from  it,  and  act  as  they  would  otberwias  have 
'  done* — But  they  felt  no  pressure  on  themselves.— Supposing 
the  Bullion  Report  contained  all  the  Uunden  imputed  to  it 
by  the  right  hononroble  gentleman,  still  if  it  had  done 
nothing  dise  but  call  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the  sub- 
ject, it  had  done  immense  service  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Jdam  Smiih  said,  that  if  any  man  had  an  exclusive 
power  of  supplying  the  cunency  of  a  country,  it  was  in  his 
power  to  give  any  price  he  pleased.  He  granted,  a  great  deal 
of  distress  would  arise  from  the  removal  of  the  restrictioQ^ 
bint  he  merely  wished  to  put  tkia  questions  would  they  rectify 
,  the  exchange  J  (Htar !)  He  did  not  say  that  distress  might 
not  follow ;  bat  he  said,  that  the  Bank  of  England  would 
do  great  mischief.  One  of  the  objeptkms  was»  that  ao 
gold  was  to  be  had.  Nobody  felt  more  than  he  did  the. 
difficulty  of  procuring  gold.  It  might  be  true^  that  gold 
was  dear  all  over  the  world,  and  was  likely  to  remain  so, 
and  that  might  be  an  argument  for  altering  the  standavd  ; 
but  if  they  had  twenty  per  cent  above  paper,  tbey  had 
taken  leave  ef  gold,  if  gold  is  dearer  all  over  the  world, 
then  depart  from  the  standard.-^He  wished  to  concede 
something  to  the  Bank,    if,  with  iiicieaaed  issueS)  the  com* 
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merce  and  protperjty  of  the  conouy  bad  lacrea^,  it  waa 
well ;  iMit  when  the  exchiioge  became  uoiavourable,  it  waa 
to  be  ooQsidered,  whether  to  maiotain  pui*  currency  at  ita 
atand'ard  at  home,  we  have  to  suffer  a  depreciation  id  i|a 
foreign  ri  lations.    The  honourable  gentleoifin  submitted  « 
number  of  other  arguments*  which  we  are  obliged  for  want 
of  room  to  omit.    He  asked,, wheiber  it  were  better  to  wait 
under  an  idea  that  some  chance  should  relieve  os»  or  to  act 
like  m^  who  understood  the  aubject,  and  seek  a  remedj 
for  ear  danger  i    He  said  the  Bank  Directors  seemed  to  be 
ignorant  of  certain  principles.  He  derived  some  hppe  when 
be  saw  how  we  haa  recovered  oor  exchange  in  180l  and 
180£:  bat  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  in  1801  and  18M 
there  was  much  gold  in  the  country^  and  that  by  the  sub- 
traction of  thai  the  country  was  benefited,  though  the  bank- 
jiotes  were  not  reduced.    But  the  departure  then  was  only 
7  or  8  per  cent*     It  is  now  20  per  cent.    It  has  also  re* 
mained  so  for  two  or  three  years*    It  was  then  peace,  and 
it  is  now  war.    It  seemed,  therefore,  a  matter  of  prudence 
to  submit  to  the  only  means  of  guarding  against  a  greater 
evil.     He  adverted  then  to  the  state  of  our  trade;  and  ac» 
cording  to  the  shewing  of  the  right  l^onoorable  gentleman 
Uat  year,  being  the  most  favourable  balance  of  trade  ever 
known,  the  exchange  ought  to  have  been  favourable,  while 
it  was,  on  the  contfiiry,  as  was  well  known^  so  very  unfa* 
▼oarable.  / 

At  half  paat  one  o'clock  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
question  wata  adjourned  to  the  following  day. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

■ 

TUianAY,   MAY  ?• 
SLAVE  TRADE. 

Lofi  GrtwriUe  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  to  move 
ibe  aecond  readioff  of  this  Bill.  Tlie  penalties  inflicted  by 
ibe  Abolition  Act  had  been  found  insufficient,  because  ther 
were  only  pecuniary.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  punisa 
oflR^nces  against  this  Act  in  a  higher  penal  de^ee,  tlioogh 
he  waa  one  of  the  last  who  would  wish  for  any  increase  of 
tbe  penal  law$.  Though  the  extent  of  the  present  proposed 
peoakies  did  not  amount  to  death,  yet,  as  they  made  the 
crioie  a  traosportable  felony,  he  trusted  the  Bill  jvould  be 
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attended  irith  the  desired  effect.  He  was  sorry  to  say,  that 
lie  had  proofs  sufficient  and  complete,  that  the  penalties  of 
the  original  Act  were  inadequate.  From  our  own  ports, 
ships  were  fitted  out  belon&ine  to  native  residents  in  this 
country  for  this  traffic,  who  nad  been  in  the  same  trade  for^* 
merly,  and  who  covered  their  vessels  with  foreign  flags,  &c. 
One  oFthe  King^s  ships  had  actoatiy  brought  into  Sierra 
Leone  a  vessel  called  the  Marquis  of  Romana,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Prince  William,  of  Liverpool,  and  "weH 
known  there,  as  its  owner  also  was,  whose  name  he  should 
not  mention,  ahd  which  contained  one  hundred  and  ninety 
negroes.  This liappened  in  September,  1810.  The  Judge 
ef  Vice-Admiralty  at  Sierra  Leone  had  stared,  that  since 
the  abolition,  no  less  than  1091  negroes  bad  been  brought 
inta  that  port  in  a  similar  manner.  His  Lordship  had  only 
on  that  day  heard  that  a  cargo  of  negroes  had  been  brought 
to  St.  Kittys  recently,  and  put  up  there  to  open  sale.— *- 
He  wished  to  know  whether  Ministers  had  heard  any  thing 
of  this." 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  tliat  proper  inquiry  should 
be  made  into  the  matter  noticed  by  the  nobte  Lord.  His 
Lordship  spoke  very  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Elliott, 
in  tbeliieeward  Islands,  and  his  disposition  to  put  the  law 
into  full  force. 

Earl  Stanhope  thought  that  no  penalties  would  be  effec* 
tual  for  the  abolition  of  this  nefarious  traffic.  When 
knded  in  any  of  our  Colonies,  every  negro  ought  to  be 
free ;  and  if  that  was  disliked  or  opposed  in  the  Colonie»i 
Parliao^ent  ought  to  shew  them  that  it  had  ample  powers  to 
make  its  Acts  respected  and  obeyed. 

Ldrd  Grcnville  thought,  that  if  the  present  measure 
should  not  prove  effectual,  the  suggestion  of  his  noble 
friend  would  well  deserve  consideration.  He  wished  to 
know  what  Government  had  done  in  the  way  of  represen* 
tation  lo  Spain  and  Portugal  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition. 
He  was  more  especially  induced  to  this,  from  what  he  had 
lead  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cortes,  wherein  it  was  pro- 
posed to  abolish  the  traffic  before  it  should  be  demanded  by 
Great  Britaio. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  strong  representations 
had  been  made  on  this  subject  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  and 
that  Mr.  Weltesley,  our  Minister  in  Spain,  had  particu^ 
larly  distinguished  himself  in  the  way  and  spirit  in  which 
ke  had  made  those,  representations,  and  which,  he  hoped^ 
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would  not  disappoint  their  expectations.  It  was  a  matter, 
fao4ve9er,  which  required  much  management  and  discre- 
tion, considering  the  particular  feelings  of  Spain*  eHpeci«- 
allv  as  to  an?  thing  which  regarded  her  Colonies.  The 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time^  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
lo-morrow. 

CAPITAL   FUKlSHUlBirTS. 

Jj9fd  Grenvillc  moved »  that  the  House  should  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Bill  for  consolidating  the  capital  punish* 
Dieots  for  offences  against  the  Revenue  Laws*  'His  Lord* 
ship  made  various  observations  on  the  subject  of  capital  pu<* 
Bisnments^  and  the  preferable  system  of  the  certainty  of 
inferior  punUhments,  which  was  a  change  desired  by  those 
who  ban  most  cognizance  and  experience  of  offences  thai 
involved  such  penalties.    ' 

In  the  Committee  there  was  a  great  deal  of  conversation 
between  Lords  Grenville,  Spencer,  and  Redesdale,  and  se- 
Teral  verbal  amendments  were  agreed  to.  The  Report  of 
ike  Committee  was  ordered  to  be  received  to*morrow« 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TVBSDAT,   HAT  7* 
IIVEEPOOL   POCKS.      , 

General  Goieoyne  moved  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Liverpool  Dock  Bill* 

Mr.  Creevey  moved^  by  way  of  amendment,  xhex  the  BiU 
be  recommittea,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  Clause,  ap^^ 
pointing  other  inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  beisides  the  Cor- 
poration, trustees  for  the  purposes  of  the  Bill. 

General  Gascoyne  replied.  X^^  Corporation  were  enti- 
tled to  the  greatest  confidence.  They  did  not  come  for- 
ward praying  Parliamentary  aid  to  carry  this  plan  into  ef« 
feet,  as  was  done  in  so  many  similar  measures;  but  they 
proposed  to  raise  nearly  a  million  of  money,  by  taxing 
themselves.  This  proof  of  the  great  commercialprosperity 
of  Liverpool,  offered  a  proud  prospect  to  the  country  at 
large;  while  it  proved  to  the  enemy,  how  impotent  were  all 
his  efforts-to  ruin  the  trade  of  this  country.  7'be  object  of 
the  measure  was  solely  to  meet  and  accommodate  the  in^ 
^easing  commerce  of  Liverpool 
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Gtntml  TarUtoH  •hortly  adverted  to  the  progressive  im- 
proveihents  of  ihe  trade  and  port  of  laTerpool.'  In  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne  it  had  only  about  100  barks ;  and 
now  six  tlMHisand  iar^e  ships  entered  its  port  annually.*-^ 
That  town  was  much  indebted  to  its  Corporation ;  but  still 
be  thought  that  other  inhabitants,  besides  the  Corporation^ 
should  be  trustees  under  ihe  Bill. 

A  division  then  took  place,  when  the  recommittal  of  the 
Bill  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  <^7  to  19.  The  Bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  lead  a  third  time. 

PARISH   SETTLEMENTS. 

Mr.  Crippz  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Parochial 
Settlement  Bill. 

Mr-  WhUhrtad  entertained  serious  objections  to  the  prin« 
ciple  of  this  Rill.  He  was  rather  lor  exteodin;^  the  facili-- 
ties  of  the  poor  in  obtaining  a  settlement;  but  this  Bill  went 
to  lestrict  the  very  limited  facilities  "which  they  at  present 
possessed.  He  was  no  friend  to  that  Argus-like  vigi- 
lance which  was  too  often  exercised  to  prevent  the  poor 
from  obtaining  a  settlement.  The  effect  of  the  Bill  was  to 
prevent  Men  from  bringing  their  labour  to  the  best  market. 
As  a  general  principle^  he  th<^ught  it  but  fair^  that  in  the 
parish  where  a  man  bad  spent  his  best  days  in  labour^  there 
also  he  should  be  supported  in  old  age,  if  he  required  assist* 
auce*  Thinking  that  this  B.ill  had  an  injurious  tendency^ 
he  should  move  that  it  be  read  this  day  six  mouths. 

Mr*  Morris  was  proceeding  to  argne  agdliost  the  Bill, 
when  Mr.  Cripps  said  that  he  bad  no  objection  to  postpone 
bis  motion^  as  the  discussion  seemed  likely  to  occopj  a  good 
deal  of  time,  when  another  business  of  much  importance 
was  expected  to  come  on. 

The  farther  debate  on  the  Bill  was  therefore  adjooraed  le 
this  day  se'dnight^ 

BULLION   REPORT. 

The  House  having  resolved'  itself  into  a  Committee,  9m 
the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Bullion  Report. 

Mr.  Vnnsittart  rose  in  support  of  the  Resolutions  be  hKd 
laid  before  the  House,  and  to  answer  the  arguments  which 
had  been  advanced  against  them.  He  began  by  sayings 
that  he  was  never  more  surprised  than  at  some  of  those  ar« 
guroents,  and  particularly  that  nvhich  had  been  adduced  for 
iiie  purpose  of  prevailing  00  the  House  to  repeal  the  Act  for 
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the  restriction  of  the  Babk  to  pay  their  notes  in  coin.    This 
yyus  a  measure  which  he  could  not  but  deprecate  as  fruit- 
fill  ofjncoQveniencies  and  evils  of  the  greatest  magnitude. 
He  must  consider  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee  a^ 
boe  of  the  boldest  attacks  on  public  credit  which  he  had 
ever  heard  of.     Nothing  could,  in  his  opinion,  be  more  ne« 
ces&arj,  nor  more  highly  cofiducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
public,  than  the  restriction  which  had  taken  pVaoe  on  the 
payment  of  specie^  by  the  Bank-     It  had  in  all  times  been 
found  that  coin  would  find  its  way  out  pf  the  country  ;  but 
in  periods  when  exchanges  were  unfavourable  to  us,  it  must 
do  so  in  a  far  greater  degree ;  and  in  such  exigencies  it  was 
extremely  netessaiy  to  adopt  every  measure  which  would 
tend  to  repress  so  grertta  -nischief.  It  was  very  well  known^ 
that  at  varous  periods  before  the  restriction  tiok  place,  the 
exchanges  betkveen  Great  Britain  and  the  various  countries 
with  which  we  tradod  had  been  very  muctk  against  us;  and 
that  at  such  periods  the  price  (»f  gold  and  silver  bullioni 
and  es{)ecially  of  such  gold  bullion  as  could  be  lawfully  ex* 
ported,  had  often  risen  above  the  Mint  price^  especially 
when  expensive  naval  and  military  operations  have  been 
carried  on  by  us  abroad,  or  when  large  importations  of  grain 
from  foreign  parts  have  necessarily  taken  place  among  the 
merchants  of  this  country.     In  consequence  of  the  war 
which  commenced  in  17!^S^and  the  scarcity  of  corn  which 
took  p(ace  iii^  1795-6»  the  drain  of  specie  and  of  gold  and 
silver  bliilion  had  been  found  so  great,  that  it  was  thouglit 
necessary  to  restrain  the  Bank' from  paying  in  specie,  wh49h 
it  had  ever  since  l^een  deemed  necessanr  to  continue;  not* 
withstanding  which,  from  the  coiirse  of  exchanges  on  the 
Continent  still  continuing  against  us,  the  gold  and  silver 
bulUon  had,  in  spite  of  every  e^brt  of  the  Bank  to  the  con- 
trary, risen  in  price  greatly  above  the  Mint  price.     His  hq* 
nourable  and  learned  friend,  who  was  the  mover  of  the  pre* 
sent  (question, had,  in  his  Resolution^  which  he  bad  submitted 
to  the  House,  and  in  bis  argument  of  last  night,  attributed 
the   high  price  of  gold  to  causG6  and   circumstances  in 
which  ne  (Mr.  Vansittfurt)  could  not  but  widely  differ  from 
Bun  ;  and  he  did  so  in  no  onje  instance. n^ore,  than  ip  that 
or  his  las.t  Resolution,  relative  to  altering  the  lime  of  the 
continuance  of  the  restriction.    AmQn^  the  many  weighty 
reasons  which  led  him  to  form  this  opinion,  there  was  one 
which  particularly  struck  him  as  m^st  forcible,  viz.  that 
Vol.  11U--1811.  .   Q 
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there  was  an  issue  of  Exchequer-bills  to  a  great  extent,  which 
thiTe  was  no  other  mode  of  redeemiris|  out  byleepins  to 
the  regulations  already  provided.  This  lie  would  shew  trom 
the  Report  ofthe  Bullion  Committee  itself.  [Tlie  right  honour- 
able gentleman  then  read  an  extract  of  some  length  from, the 
Report  of  that  Committee,  which  he  thought  supported  his  v 
observation. j     His  honourable  and  learned   friend  (Mr* 
Aorner)  had  last  night  observed,  that  his  (Mr.  Vansittart's) 
l^^ution  did  not  say,  what  part  ofthe  Resolutions  of  his 
liorionrable  nnd  learned  friend  be  (Mr.  Vanfiittart)  allowed^ 
and  what  he  contradicted.    In  answer  to  this,  he  would  have 
said  to  his  honourable  And  learned  friend — ^but  he  was  sorry 
not  to  see  him  in  his  place — that  with  Regard  to  the  Standano( 
talue,  he  (Mr.  YansiftaH)  wished  to  put  it  to  the  Housed 
bow  his  honourable  and  learned  frieno  would  be  able  to  re- 
concile it  with  law.     He  Would  wish  tp  ask   him,  what 
^eififht  he  fixed  io  the  J«ilve*r  currency?    In  legal  payments^! 
nine  hundred  and  ninetynine  in  a  thousand  were  below  the 
sum  which  he  had  mentioned.    Acconling  to  ,his  learned 
jfriend's  argun!ient,  a  sum  of  twenty-ifive  pounds  may  be  paid 
In  silver,  in  crowns,  half-crowns,  and  shilling^;   but  if  the 
debt  was  one  shilling  above  that  sum,  it  must  be  in  such 
silver  coin  as  weighs  the  full  and  exact  weight  fixed  by  the 
iMint.    To  this  he  would  however  answer,  that  as  such  pay* 
Iments  were  general !v  paid  in  notes  as  infinitely  more  conve- 
nient, he  thought  there  would  not  fV<*euently  be  occasion' tb 
advert  to  this  legal  distinetion.    His ''  hon.  and  learned 
*friend  had  said,  he  (  Mr.  Vansittarf )  was  botibd  to  admit 
or  deny  that  &nk*notes  were  or  were  not  equal  to  coin* 
'In  this  he  difiered  witl^  his  hdno^rabld  and  learned  friend, 
He  (Mr.  Vansittart)  was  not  bound  to  shew  that  Bank-notes 
were  1o  be  ot  the  same'value.    He  never  knew  or  had  heard 
HbRt  Bank-notes  had  any  standard  value;  but  he  had  always 
nnderstodd  they  had  a  current  value;  and  he  believed  they 
had  always  been,  and  were  at  this  time,  held  to  be  equiva- 
lentto  the  coin  ofthe  realm ;  and  hb  (Mr  Vansittart)  would 
be  glad  to  knb^  from  hil  honourable  and  learned  fi*ieiid  whAt 
instances  he  bad  ever  met  with  in  whirh  Bank-notes  had 
&nen  short  of  their  nominal  value?   His  (Mr.  Yansittart's) 
proposition  was  this,  viz.  that  not^  ofthe  Bank  of  England 
JnadTalways  bad  equal  currendy  with  coin,  it  |ib  honouratfle 
and  learned  friend  denied  that,  he  was  bouhd  to  prove  the 
.'instances  in  which  they  were  not  so:  he  would  still  assiH 
'  tliat  fiank*flOliBy  thou|^  Mt  a  kg^  tehder,  except  ia  casts 
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of  «mt|,bad  dwajt^  been  deemed  equivalent  io  coin^ 
and  he  coold  not,  therefore,  tee  in  what  respect  they 
were  depreciated*  Gentlemen  who  entertained  that  opinion^ 
on^ht  to  shew  in  what  tosiance  they  were  so.  On  tne  sub- 
ject of  exchanges  he  was  clearlj  of  opinion  they  had  in  all 
periods  when  nn&Tourable  giyea  cause  lK)th  to  ttie  scarcity 
of  bullion  and  to  the  rise  in  the  price  of  it ;  and  in  support 
of  this,  he  referred  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Francif  Baring, 
whose  authority  he  belieycd  would  be  allowed  to  be  very 
good.  That  worthy  and  enlightened-  man  being  asked 
whether  be  thought  a  circulation  of  paper  to  an  exce^  would 
bave  an  efliect  on  manufactures  and  labour,  answered 
ihat  it  would  certainly  tend  to  raise  the  price  of  both ;  but 
be  denied  that  it  would  have  an  effect  on  eoods  sent  abroad* 
4^s  bis  honourable  and  learned  friend  had  assumed  that 
Ibis  depreciation  of  currency,  as  he  termed  it,  had  actually 
M&ciea  the  exchanges  abroad,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
Sir  F.  Baring ;  his  nonourable  friend,  and  all  tnose  who 
coincided  with  him*  ought  to  make  good  their  assertions, 
•nd  prove  tbe  same  on  authority  eqnidly  good.  As  to  the 
c^se  of  Irish  currenc?,  he  was  on  the  (Jommittee,  and  was 
•Iwa^  of  opinion,  that  the  excessive  issue  of  Bank  paper 
^ad,  in  that  particular  instance,  been  the  occasion  of  raising 
the  exchange  against  them ;  but  that  case  was  ffovemed  by 
very  difierent  circumstances  to  any  that  could  ever  attend 
thie  iisue  of  Bank  paper  in  this  country*  It  had  hetn  ar« 
goed  too  generally,  that  the  increase  of  paper  currency 
would  tend  to  increase  the  rates  of  exchanges.  We  had 
aeen  France  ip  the  predicament  of  a  vast  redundancy  of 
paper  currency,  but  still  the  exchanges  remained  tlye  same, 
mid  the  prices  of  articles  of  necessity  continued  very  high, 
even  after  the  return  of  cash.  £xchanee  was  oRe  of  the 
highest  refinements  of  civilized  society,  depending  on  the 
l^atest  confidence,  and  on  regular  and  quick  communica* 
lions  between  difierent  countries ;  but  ofiate  it  has  been  in 
Corope  so  surrounded  by  despots,  that  it  has  been  thrown 
out  of  its  accustomed  resuiar  channels,  and  almost  annihi* 
)aled*  Before  he  enterecfinto  a  short  review  of  the  proposi- 
tions  befoxe  them,  he  wished  the  G>mmittee  to  make  a  dis* 
tinction  between  the  profits  of  the  Bank  before  tbe  restric- 
tion and  since  that  period*  It  appeared,  a  profit  of  seven  or 
.eight  millions  had  been  made ;  but  be  would  wish  the 
Committee  to  consider  how  much  the  private  banks  had 
jnade^  and  they  would  then  see  the  profits  of  the  Bank  of 
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England  were  by  no  means  so  great  as  had  bv  many  peri^ons 
been  imagined.  In  speaking  thus  of  the  prongs  of  the  Bmik, 
he  would  not  admit  they  had  made  any  unfairly,  unh^s  it 
could  be  shewn  that  the  Bank  had  been  £;uide(1  by  sHf-infc-  - 
rest.  The  increased  issues  of  the  Bank  had  been  small  and 
gradual.  From  1802  to  1809  they  did  not  incre;ise  more 
than  3  or  400,000/.  Since  that  time  their  issues  have  Ix^on 
considerably  increased,  but  that  was  owing  to  the  exc«*Si»ive 
rise  in  various  articles.  As  the  proposition  of  his  hon  and 
learned  friend  was  said  to  be  only  introductory  to  an  ultrrior 
resolution,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  fully  into  it. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  adverted  to  theRrsolu-- 
tions  proposed  by  Mr.  Horner ;  and  the  first  he  took  notice' 
of  was  the  8th,  which  he  said  there  was  no  doubt  was  true, 
vis*  *'  that  promissory  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  are 
stipulations  to  pay  on  demand  the  sum  in  pounds  sterling 
respectively  specified  in  each  of  the  said  notes.'*  He  thought 
the  answer  give  n  io  this  in  his  3d  Resolution  was  full  and 
satisfactory,  viz.  "  that  the  promissory  notes  of  the^  said 
Company  have  hitherto  been  held,  and  are  at  this  time  held' 
equivalent  to  the  legal  coin  of  the  realm  in  all  [x*cuniarv 
transactions  to  which  such  coin  is  legally  applicable. 
Unless  his  honourable  friend  could  refute  this  Resolution,  he 
would  maintain  there  hftd  not  been  any  depreciation  in  the 
actual  value  of  Bank  of  England  notes.  To  the  tenth  Reso- 
lution  he  objected,  btcause  it  held  out  that  the  standard 
'Value  should  be  regulated  by  weight,  which  he  denied  was  ^ 
the  case.  As  to  the  eleventh  Resolution,  thou<rh  far  frorii 
wishing  to  call  on  Parliament  to  enter  into  Resolutions  of  a 
negative  nature  with  respect  io  country-bank  paper,  yet  he 
could  not  agree  either  in  the  premises  or  conclusion  drawn 
by  his  learned  friend.  He  allowed  that  many  bankruptcies 
had  occurred;  but  in  his  opinion  that  had  not  been  occasioned  , 
by  an  over-issue  of  Bank  paper.  He  was  far  from  saying  . 
that  some  regulation  as  to  country^bank  paper  should  not 
take  place ;  but  he  was  afraid  Parliament,  oy  their  inter* 
^rencc,  would  not  be  able  to  produce  the  advantages  et^ 
])epted  from  it.  He  wished  an  honourable  gentleman  oppq- 
%iie(yfe  suppose  Mr.  Huskisson)  would  give  his  opinion  on 
the  subject.  With  respect  to  the  l^th  llesoluticn,  he  saw 
no  occasion  for  its  being  put  on  the  Journals.  The  iSth  Re* 
solution  appeared  to  him  to  be  so  far  from  the  fact,  that  he 
must  avow  bis  scepticism  as  to  that  part  in  particular  which 
jtfsrs  iq  the  exchanges,  and  to  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
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ctirTPncy  of  this  country  having  had  any  effect  on  them ; 
for  he  denietl  that  any  depreciation  of  Bank-notes  had  ac- 
tually taken   place.     K%  to  the  l-tth   Resolution,  if  there 
wrm  any  po  ver  in  the  Bunk  of  Ent^land  to  brinsf  about  any 
altrration  in  the  excliane:es,  he  would  certainly  agree  to  it; 
but  as  that  'was  not  the  case,  he  thought  it  nnneressary.  The 
1.5lh  and  l6th  Resolutions  of  his  honourable  friend,  he  had" 
answerrd  in  the  l6lh  and  17th  Resolutions  submitted  by  hini 
^Mr.  Vamittart)  to  the  con>»idemtion  of  the  Committee. 
There  was  nd  saying  what  mio^ht  be  the  extent  of  the  public 
alarm,  if  it  weresupposed  that  there  was  noadeqnatecurrencj. 
It  Tvas  to  ^lard  ai^ainst  this,  therefore,  that  altltousfh  tlie 
recurrence  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  restrict  ion 
uras  not  to  be  anticipated,  yet  it  was  supposed  proper  to  take 
precautions  a^inst  the  danger  which  it  was  foreseen  that 
.  public  alarm  miii:ht  produce.    He  would  now  consider  the 
consequences  which  appeared  to  him  likfly  to  follow  from 
'the  House  adopting  the  propositions  of  the  honourable 
and  learned,  gentleman  (Mr.  Homer).     In  the  first  place, 
snppose  that  the  Bank  had  now  resumed  its  payments,  but 
that  the  coin  should  be,  as  it  is  now  by  law,  prohibited  from 
being  exported,  what  would  the  country  gain  ?  There  might 
be  a  change  in  the  circulating  medium  of  bullion,  instead  of 
paper ;    which  would,  he  allowed,  be  a  valuable  improve- 
ment ;  btit  still  he  diil  not  think  that  the  mere  advantage  of 
gold  circulating  in  this  country  instead  of  paper,  wouhl  be 
worth  the  danger  of  the  experiment.     It  was,  however,  nni- 
Tcrsally  allowed,  that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Bank  to  re- 
snme  its  payments  at  present ;  and  it  appeared  to  the  Bullion 
Committee,  that  two  years  was  the  period  at  the  end  of 
which  they  should  return  io  their  old  system.     If  this  pro- 
position was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  they  must  then  con- 
sider what  eSct  would  probably  follow  from  its  adoption. 
In  the  intermediate  time  between  the  dc^rmination  of  the 
House  and  the  execution  of  their  Resolution,  the  Bank  must 
aecessarily  use  every  possible  effort  to  procure  bullion,  in 
'order  to  be  prepared  for  resuming  their  paymeiils.     The 
great  mass  of  bullion,  which  they  would  be  obligen^^o  pur- 
chase up  from  all  quarters,  would  necessarily  tend  t^'sink 
the  rate  of  exchanges  still  lower  than  they  are  at  present,  and 
therefore  a  great  evil  would  be  produced  during  this  pe» 
riod.    A  great  mass  of  bullion  mnst  also  be  withdrawn  from 
circulation^  and  locked  up  for  two  years,  without  yielding 
any  interest  or  advantage  whatsoever  to  any  peraon*    U 
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ynm  siippoied  by  tome  that  an  adyantage  sufficient  to, 
balance  tn<»e  evife  woaU  resalt  from  the  credit  of  the  bank- 
noieB  being  increawd,  Thit.was  a  positioi^  which  /be 
doubled  extremely.  It  was  certain,  thai  the  Bank,  in  such 
case,  roott  ftstrict  very  much  id  issues  and  it9  discoants, 
and  almost  suspend  all  its  operations*  In  soch  a  state  of 
things,  be  would  ask,  what  sort  of  a  currency  would  the 
country  have  during  those  two  yean  2  In  the  place  of 
^ank-paper,  sonse  other  paper  must  be  resorted  to,  or  ebe 
the  country  would  be  without  any  circulating  medium.  A 
rjght  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Iluskisson)  had  himself 
delivered  a  similar  opinion  in  1797^  when  examined  before 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords.  He  expressly  stated, 
^>  that  if  so  large  a  portion  of  the  bank-notes  as  four  or  five 
reiiliops  should  be  repaid  in  the  course  of  the  year,  it  would 
either  piodnce  a  substitution  of  paper  of  some  other  sort  ia 
the  place  of  bank-notfs,  or  otherwise  there  would  be  a 
general,  if  not  universal,  danger  to  the  whole  commercial 
interest  of  this  metropolis.'*  Now,  as  to  bankruptcies,  we 
bave  seen  too  many  ia  the  present  times ;  and  if  in  1797  tha 
withdrawing  of  four  or  five  millions  was  likely  to  produce^ 
all  the  consequences  which  had  then  been  stated,  how  much 
itore  mischief  might  be  expected  now  to  result  from  such  a 
measure  as  ordering  the  Baiik  to  resume  its  cash  payments  in 
two  years  ?  He  was  now  prepared,  in  case  the  House  should 
reject  the  propositions  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
map,  to  submit  some  other  propositions  to  their  considem* 
tion ;  and  as  they  were  already  before  the  House,  and  had 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  members,  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  go  into  much  detail.  In  the  first 
Resolution  he  had  laid  it  dowu  as  a  general  proposation. 
^^  that  the  right  of  establishing  and  vpgidatiug  tne  kgaf 
inoney  of  this  country  had  been  at  all  times  a  Royal  prero- 
gative/' In  laying  down  this  proposition,  he  begged  leave 
to  guard  himself  against  the  idea  of  his  believing  that  the 
Crown  could,  without  great  public  inconvenienc;ie,  materially 
alter  the  existing  currency  of  the  realm.  His' second  resolut 
tion  was,  in  suDstance,  ^\  that  the  promiisor/  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  were  merely  engagements  to  pay  certain 
sums  of  money  of  the  legal  coin  of  the  country/'  The 
Bank  had  not  engaged  to  pay  bullion  or  an^  thing  else,  but 
legal  money  of  this  country.  He  also  wished  to  declare^ 
that  the  Bank  had  alwi^s  paid  its  engagements  in  legql 
money  of  this  realip^  &om  the  time  of  its  first  Xoundation^  to 
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the  prriod  of  tlie  restriction  by  hw.  '  This  restriction  ww 
impovd  by  Parliament  as  a  necessary  ^nard  against  the 
dangers  which  miirht  be  appreh(^m<<*o  frrnn  poblic  alarms 
during  a  period  of  war,  when  invasion  was  threnfened;  and 
therefore  Parliament  at  that  time  thought,  that  nd  other 
limit  coold  be  set  to  the  restriclion  but  the  period  when 
peace  should  be  ref^torcd.      Parliament,  *  howe^r,  always 
Teserred  to  itself  the  competency  oF  declarinpr  the  time  when 
the  restriction  should  be  taken  off.      Although  the  reasont. 
for   continuinfiT  the  restriction  were  now  diflerent  from  the 
reasons  which  first  *calied  for  that  measure, '  yet  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  judinnenl  of  the  House,  whether  the  reasons 
Ibr  continuing  it  now  were  not  fully  as  strong  as  the  oritrinkt 
seasons  for  laying  it  on.     He  thought  that  it  would  be  right 
Ibr  Pftriiament  to  express  adistinct  opinion  on  those  subjects. 
He  also  thought  that  it  should  be  distinctly  stated,  that  the 
rates  of  the  exchange  had  often  before  been  un&vourable  to 
this  country  at  a  time  when  paper  was  convertible  at  pleasure 
into  gold,  and  ooo^Kqnently  wnen  no  reason  for  theuniiivottr* 
able  state  of  the  excfaanj^es  could  be  deduced  from  anjr 
defect  in  our  cunency.    The  very  new  ctreumstances  of  the 
-present  times  placed  the  country  in  a  new  situation.     For- 
merly, while  our  commercial  intercourse  was  free  with 
other  nations,  there  was  something  in  the  nature  of  the  ex« 
change  which  had  a  tendency  to  rectify  its  own  irregularities, 
and  therefore  it  was  formerly  difficult  to  depress  theex** 
change  beyond  a  certain  degree  :  there  was  a  natural  ten- 
dency in  exchanges  to  recover  the  equSibriufn*    The  cir* 
cumstances,  however,  in  i^hicb  the  country  was  now  placed 
were  so  new,  that  while  such  quant  ities  of  cord  were  ttgularly 
imported,  and  while  every  obstruction  was  thrown  in  the 
"Way  of  our  exports,  there  was  no  saying  when  the  rate  of 
exchange  was  likely  to  become  iavoufable.     He  would  also 
"wish  the  House  to  come  to  a  resolution^  declaring  that  they . 
saw  enough  in  tlie  present  internal  situation,  and  external 
relations  of  the  country,  to  account  for  the  present  nn- 
'  favourable  rate  of  exchange,  without  supposing  any  depre- 
'  ciatioo  in  the  currency.     After  this,  he  would  wish  to  moye 
"a  Kesolution,  declaring^e  sense  of  the  House  for  the  ulti« 
male  resumption  of  payments  by  the  Bank.  If  a  Resolution^ 
however,  should  be  pissed  for  the  resumption  of  payment 
abscintelv  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  who  was  there 
*  that  coold  foreree  what  new  events  and  circumstances  might 
occur  in  the  mean  time^  which  would  fendor  it  most 
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nnadviaible  ?  No  oije  could  foresee  bow*  the  stale  of 
Europe  raiglit  be  altered  iu  the  mean  time  by  the  events  of 
the  war,  or  vhat  might  then  be  the  &tate  of  our  commercial 
relatkiDs.  Under  those  circumstances,  and  entertaining 
such  views  of  the  subject,  he  could  not  coincide  with  the 
propositions  which  hai^  been  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  aud  teamed  gentlen^an,  and  thought  that  the 
adoption'  of  them  might  be  productive  of  the  most  serious 
iuconveoience  and  danger. 

Mr.  Huskissoh  couUl  not  a^ree  with  the  opinions  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Vansittart)  had  just 
deKrered  in  his  luminous  and  able  speech  ;  nor  was  it  po^ 
lible  for  him  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  subject^  even  if 
he  had  not  been  so  pointedly  called  upon  as  he  )iad  been  by 
the  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  That  right  honourable 
gentleman  bad,  in  the  miiidle  of  his  spe«cb,  called  upon 
him,  (as  he  thought  somewhat  irregularly)  to  declare 
shortly  an  opioioo  upon  thi^  most  intricate  subject,  in  order 
that  the  right  honourable  gentlemau  might  proceed  to  com- 
ment on  it.  This  was,  however,  a  subject  oiv  which  he 
found  it  necessary  to  deliver  hii opinion  at  somewhat  more 
length.  Ue  was  aware^  iu  offering  himself  to  tliq  flouse,- 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  re  vert,  to  opinions 
nrhich  had  been  already  piuch  dbcgssed,  and  he  could  not 
levert  to  them  without  recurring  at  the  same  time  to  details 
which  he  feared  vrould  appear  dry  and  i^nioteresting  to  the 
Committee.  It  wa^  however,  necessary  for  him  to  recur 
to  those  opinions  and  arguments,  in  answer  to  the  speech 
which  had  b^en  just  delivered,  and  which,  as  he  thought, 
struck  |it  the  foundation  of  ail  financial  and  commercial 
principles  established  in  the  world.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  bad  said,  that  the  Bullion  Committee  had  made 
one  of  the  boldest  ex  peri  Quents  that  .was  ever  made  on  public 
credit,  and  that  they  faiul  brought  the  country  to  the  very 
brink  of  a  precipice.  Now,  as  for  the  part  he  was  to  be^r 
in  such  a  charge,  he  must  say,  that  when  the  tQotion  was 
first  made  in  tlmt  House  for  tlie  appointment  of  a  Committee 
to  consider  of  the  price  of  bullion  and  the  rate  of  exchanges^ 
be  was  not  in  the  House,  noriiUown:  but  when.be  was 
appointed  a  member  of  that  Committee,  it  then  became  his 
duty  to  give  his  utmost  attention  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject.  When  the  motion  was  mac^  ,in  the  House 
for  the  appointment  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  there  was  no 
sort  of  oppositioQ  to  it ;  and  whpn  the  Committee  was  ap- 
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pointed)  it  became  tbeir  duty  to  investigate  the  subject  with 
care,  and  to  report  to  the  House  their  conscientious  opinions 
oa  the  subjects  reTervcd  to  them.    As  to  those  consequences^ 
then,  which  were  said  to  have  resulted  from  the  publication 
of  that  Report,  those  men  were  not  answerable,  wlio  had 
only  consejentiouslj  discharged  a  duty  that  was  impo^ccf 
upon  them,  and  had  formed  the  best  conclusions  which 
they  were  enabled  to  do  from  the  etridence  before  them« 
He  thought  it  was  hardly  &ir  to  say,  that  their  dischars^e  of 
the  duty  which  the  House  imposed  upon  them,  and  re- 
porting their  opinion,  was  making  a  bold  experiment  on  the 
public  credit*  or  driving  the  oounicy  to  the  brink  of  a 
precipice.    In  point  of  fact,  it  was  not  the  Report  of  the 
JBullion  Committee  which  driginated  the  discussion.    The 
discussion  had  commenced  out  of  doors,  and  the  public 
attention  bad  t^een  directed  to  the  subject  before  the  Report 
of  the  Bullion  G>mmittee  appeared.     It  was  betti^r,  then, 
that  the  discussion  should  come  forward  res^ularly  in  Parlia* 
raent,  and  he  thought  that  there  was  no  subject  more  propc^r 
or  more   worthy  of  discnssion  in   Parliament   than  tlie 
state  of  our  coin  and  currency.    In  former  times,  reports  on 
snch  subjects  had  been  circulated  by  Parliament.     In  the 
year  1696,  when  the  coin  was  debased,  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  called  on  Mr.   Lowndes*  their  Secretary,  for  a 
report  respecting  the  circulation  and  currency  of  the  country. 
That  report  was  printed  at  the  King's  press,  and  circulated 
all  over  the  country,  and  every  body  was  invited  to  the 
consideration  orit.     Ministers  at  that  time  thought  that  It 
was  much  better  to  remedy  the  existing  evil  than  to  accept 
of  the  fallacious  advantages  which  were  then  held  forth  from 
its  continuance.      Mhny  persons  now  seemed  to  have  com« 
pletely  lost  sight  of  that  which  was  always  the  grand  prin- 
ciple -of  the  circulating  medium  in  this  country ;    namely, 
tijat  the  only  legal  curreqcy  was  coin  either  of  gqld  or 
silver^  containing  a  fixed  quantity  of  those  metals,  and  of 
an  ascertained  fineness.     The  quantity  of  such  metals  ascer* 
tained   by  weight  was  the  standard,  and  the  quantity  alone 
could  be  the  standard,  with  reference  tp  the  fluctuating 
value  of  other  commodities;    It  followed  then,  that  coin  of 
the  standard  fineness  could  only  be  deteriorated  by  a  depar- 
ture from  the  standard  weight.     It  had  always,  while  coin 
was  the  cirpntating  medium>  been  a  prime  object  of  policy 
in  all  couatries  to  keep  their  coin  up  to  the  standard  weight 
and  4neBe8s.     In  the  tarliei^  periods  of  oar  history,  the 
'  VoL.Ul.— 18J1.  R 
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greatest  anxiety  pretr^iled  in  the  legislature  to  piieiervc  the 
coin  of  tlie  country  uo^teriomtetf.  llie  names  of  coins 
were  orisrinally  the  names  of  wers^hts  for  so  mucTigoldor 
iilveir.  Thus,  the  pound  sterling  in  this  country  and  the 
lii^re  m  France-  Our  penny-weight  also  wa*  the  weight  06 
a  pennyworth  of  silrer,  as  appeared  by  a  statute  in  the  year 
iS66,  in  the  reien  of  Kin^  Henry  III.  with  respect  to  tlie 
regulation  of  the  price  of  bread*  The  attention  of  all  our 
ancient  monarcha  was  very  much  fixed  on  the  preserration 
of  the  coin  in  its  purity.  He  vr$s  astonished  that  the  ri^t 
honourable  goitlenian  should  seem  to  conceive  that  the 
sbilKng  was  a  coin  which  had  no  regular  standard.  Weights 
were  roade  and  liept  at  the  Mint,  which  were  the  standard 
weiij^ht  of  a  shilling  as  the  k^al  coin  of  the  country.  As  to 
the  deteriorated  worn-out  silver  coin  now  in  circulation,  he 
would  not  give  them  the  name  of  shilling^,  biit  wonki  call 
tliein  counters,  rharely  serving  by  way  of  <;haiige  in  tho' 
place  of  shillings  of  the  legal  standard.    In  the  Act  of  the 

'  }4th  of  the  present  King,  it  was  enacted  that  silver  coin  was 
not  a  legal  tender  for  any  sum  above  95L  except  by  tals  or- 
weight.    As  to  the  gold  coin>  if  it  was  dinrinished  room 
than  one  grain  in  weight,  it  ceased  to  be  a  legal  tender* 
There  was  forynerly  a  scale  Iw  which  it  was  ascertained  what 

.  the  gohl  coin  was  to  pa^t  for  when  it  varied  slightly  from 
the  standard  weight,  and  after  a  certain  degree  of  fidltng  off 
from  ^he  stanJard  weight  it  could  only  be  tendered  as  a  legal 
payment  by  weight.  It  had  be^n  often  stated,  that  not  onljr 
gold  and  silver,  but  any  con^modity  whatever^  might  be 
made  moneys  if  it  was  the  i^andard  to  which  the  price  of 
olher  commodities  was  rcfiE^rred.  This  was  a  position  which 
be  must  tnHy  allow  and  admit,  that  any  eommodity 
night  in  that  way  answer  the  purpose  of  money  and  b^ 
eome  money.    The  precious  metals^  however,  had  many 

'  decided  advantages  in  this  res[)cGt  over  any  other  comroo-* 
dities.  He  would  not  ailmit  that  they  acquired  their  value 
entirely  from  any  convention  or  agreement ;  but  he  thought 
they  came  into  the  situation  they  now  are  from  their  pos* 
scssing  intriiitic  value.  They  wore  money  before  tliey. 
Tirere  coined.  He  admitted  that  they  so  £ir  partook  of 
the.  nature  of  other  commodities,  thtit  the  abundance  or 
scnrcijy  niivst  increase  or  diminish  tbeit  value.  As  to. 
uiiat  IS  called  price  (if  there  was  no  paper  currency)^ 
It  would  be  merely  the  comparison  of  otl^r  commodities 
w;d)  gold  Aijkd  silver  considered  as  qommodilies*   When  the. 
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prioe  of  either  gald  or  silver  it  talked  of  separately,  it  could 
ooij  mean  with  reference  to  the  other  precious  inetals.  It 
appeared  to  hitn»  that  it  wa6  not  possible  that  there  6ould 
he  any  real  exceas  in  a  carrency  of  gold  and  silver,  and  tliat 
npdiing  could  be  more  absurd  than  to  state  a  precise  nutne- 
rical  amount  of  money  which  wonld  be  proper  for  the  cir* 
eolation  of  any  given  country,  (f  the  gold  and  silver  was 
^les6  abundant,  a  certain  qnadtity  of  it  would  go  farther  in 
exchange  for  other  commodities ;  but  if  it  jwas  more  fibun* 
^lanty  it  woaM  require  a  greater  quantity  to  purchase  the 
•ame  articles.  The  price  of  all  other  com medtties  would 
then  rise  and  fall  according  to  the  abundance  or  scarcity 
of  the  preciOos  metals.  When  paper,  however,  was  the 
currency,  and  that  paper  not  amvertibte  into  gold  or  silver, 
then  t6ere  mi^ht,  indeed,  be  an  excestsive  issue.  £vea  in 
tfiatcase  some  person^)  now  contended,  tbit  there  could  be 
BOexoessof  issues  ot  Bank  paper;  and  their  argument  was, 
that  the  supply  did  not  exceed  the  dempnd.  It  was  said» 
that  no^'man  would  ask  them  for  money  unlesvhe  wanted  it 
to  make  some  use  of.  it  was  evident,  indeed,  that  the  in* 
dtyiduals  applying  for  the  money  wanted  it,  but  it' was  not 
evident  that  it  was  for  the  public  good  that  such  issues 
should  be  made.  Before  the  Restriction  Act  was  passed, 
nobody  spoke  of  the  quantity  of  notes  issued  by  the  Bai^k. 
That  was  a  secret  which  nt)  person  was  interested  in  pene« 
imtiog,  when  the  paper  could  at  pleasure  be  exchanged  for^ 

S>ld  and  silver.  Since  the  restriction,  however,  \xh  heaf 
r  the  first  time  of  the  quantity  of  money  that  is  necessary 
to  serve  this  country ;  and  the'Directors  of  the  Bank  appear 
to  "have  got  a  scale  by  which  they  can  gage  the  country 
with  as  much  precision  as  an  exciseman  cf\n  take  the  con- 
tents of  a  cask.  His  fixed  opinions  upon  the'subject  of 
<mrrency  were,  that  coin  was  of  no  value  except  with  re* 
feronce  to  the  gold  and  silver  it  contains,  and  that  pfrpcr 
was  of  no  other  value  but  in  reference  to  the  coin  it  repre- 
sented. If  the  currency  consisted  partly  of  coin  and  partly 
of  paper,  the  excess  of  paper  above  what  the  currency 
would  be  if  it  was  coin,  must  be  an  excess  of  currency,  and 
naturally  tend  to  depreciation,  (t  must  be  obvious  that  the 
value  ot  money  is  in  The  inverse  ratio  of  its*<!joantity.  The 
value  of  currency  consisting  of  gold  and  silver  cannot  be 
depreciated.  If  paper,  then,  has  no  other  valuer  but  in  re- 
ference to  coin,  and  if  coin  has  none  but  in  reference  to  the 
gold  and  silver  it  contains,  it  follows  tliat  the  real  value  of 
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the  paper  is  ine^<;uird  by  the  quantity  of  ^old  and  silver  in 
the  coin  which  it  is  said  to  represent.     He  then,  in  confir-* 
mation  of  his  opinion^  referred  to  a  work  w^icb  must  be 
considered  as  something  more  than  an  ordinary  publica* 
tion;  he  meant  the  letter  of  Lord  Liverpool  to  the  King, 
u(Sop  the  subject  of  coinsJI^    Independent  of  the  great  abi* 
lity  which  was  manifested  in  that  work,  as  it  was  published 
ill  consequence  of  a  regular  inquiry  on  the  subject,  it  car<^' 
ried  with  it  the  weight  of  official  research,  and  might  be 
considered  in  some  degree  as  an^official  document.     His 
Lordship  stated  ^'  that  all  commodities  take  their  price  and 
value  iu  reference  to  coins,  or,  in  other  words,  to  the  quan- 
tity, of  gold  for  which  they  could  be  ^exchanged/'    The 
value  of  papp,  then,  by  this  reasoning,  must  have  fallen 
from  the  time  when  it  would  purchase  a  larger  quanti|y  of 
gold  than  it  wil^do^  at  present.     When  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  then  stated  that  these  notes  had  .a  value  in 
public  estimation  and  opinion,  different  from  their  value  as 
referred  to  the  priceof  ^old,  it  was. he  that  broisiched  new 
doctrines,  and  such  as  were  totally  different  from  all  former 
opinions  on  this  subject.     The  l^nli-note  does  not  bear  the 
same  proportion  to  the  gold  contained  in  the  coin  that  it 
did  formerly,  and  therefore  it  is  depreciated.     If  great  per- 
plexity atid  confusion  had  been  produced  upon  tins  subject, 
it  was  not  by  the^Keporl  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  but  by 
the  manner  in  .which  that  Report  had  been  handled.     As  to 
the  effects  of  an  increased  taxation,  in  depreciating  the  cur- 
rency, it  probably  had  some  eftect,  but  tnat  effect  found  a 
natural  limit.    The  expense  of  working  the  mines  pre* 
vented  an  over«abundant  supply  of  specie,  and  tbe  effect  of 
a  scarcity,  of  it  was  Only  to  increase  its  value,  and  conse« 
quently  to  diminish  the  prices  of  other  commodities.     The 
depreciation  which  the  Committee  contemplated  was  a  de- 
preciation of  one  part  of  the  currency  from  particular  causes, 
which  depreciation  was  detected  by  a  comparison  between 
the  piiper-money  and  the  Mint  standard  of  gold  or  silver  it 
.  represented.     If  the  coin  part  of  our  currency  did  not  bear 
its  pro|)(^r  proportion  to  the  Mint  standard,  as  if,  fpr  exam- 
ple, a  smaller  quantity  of  gold  was  called  a  guinea,  then  the 
depreciation  wuld  be  in  tne  coin ;  but  as  it  is  tbe  paper 
which  represents  a  smaller  quantity  of  gold  than  a  guinea 
contains,  it  is  the  paper  which  is  depreciated.     In  the,  year 
](iD6  there  was  a  deterioration  in /the  value  of  the  coin  to 
the  amount  of  30  per  cent,  but  the  proposed  remedy  of 
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lowenng  the  standard  was  rejected*  At  present,  in^U  pay- 
ments wbich  the  Bank  have  to  make,  nothing  can  be  had 
from  theni  but  bank-notes ;  and  by  the  protection  of  persona 
frooi  arrest  who  tender  bank-notes*  as  welt  as  by  making 
them  legal  payment  for  taxes,  the  bank^notes-are  npw  ge«  ' 
Berally  considered  as  legal  tender.  If  then,  by  any  cause, 
this  great  circulating  medium  of  the  country  became  dete- 
rioraied,  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Parliament 
should  discover  those  causes,  and  be  able  to  point  out  the 
remedy.  In  all  cases  where  there  was  a  great  deal  of  coin 
in  circulation,  which  was  worn  out  and  deteriorated,  the 
*  coin  which  was  not  worn  out  was  withdrawn  from  general 
circulation,  and  then  a  new  coinage  was  formerly  con- 
ceived necessary.  As  coin  that  was  of  the  Mint  standard 
could  not  be  kept  in  circulation  amoog  a  deteriorated  coin, 
so  neiilier  could  gold  coin  be  kept  in  circulation  on  equal 
terms  with  a  depreciated  paper.  No  two  things  of  very  un« 
.  equal  value  could  long  continue  current  at  the  same  price; 
and  nothing  could  be  clearer,  than  that  a  Bank  of  England 
note  does  not  now  represent  the  same  proportion  of  gold 
which  is  in  the  guinea  that  it  did  formerly. 

Mr'.  Huskisson  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the  value 
of  tiie  dollar  referred  to  standard  was  4^«  6d.  that  quantity 
of  silver  was  now  passed  for  5s.  6d.  and  foreign  gold  was  at 
4/*  15s.  all  ounce.     Was  it  to  be  conceived  that  when  there 
was  this  superiority  of  value  in  uncoined  gold  over  the  gui- 
nea^ any  gold  could  remain  in  circulation  ?  or  that  Wnen 
the  dollar  was  raised^  the  denomination  of  t]ie  currency  in 
^Iver  was  not  raised,  and  the  law  of  the  land  virtually  en«» 
croached  on?  .  (^  Hear  I)    If  Ministers  had  raised  the  7f* 
piece  to  Q^.  it  would  have  come  near  the  true  proportion  to 
the  present  value  ofthe  guinea;  and  how  was  it  then  to  be 
said  to  be  the  same  aliquot  part  of  a  coin,  which  by  the  law 
was  worth  only  Sis.?     It  would  be  said,  that  no  argument 
from  dollars  could  hold ;  they  were  not  the  coin  of  the 
realm  \  they  might  not  be  a  legal  tender :  but  was  there  any 
man  who  would  hesitate  to  give  notes  for  dollars.^  It  would 
be  said,  if  we  had  not  paper,  we  tnust  have  some  other  me* 
diuin.     Suppose  wc  itnporied  foreign  gold,  Dutch,  ducats 
for  instano^,  they  must  be   issued  at  their  actual  value  of 
Ids,  ;  and  was  not  this  a  raising  of,  the  denomination  of  the 
currency  ?     When  the  Minister  made  gold  bear  a  higher* 
value  in  the  shape  of  a  Dutch  ducat  than  in  that  of  a  guj. 
oea,,  the  legal  .currency  was  really  depreciated,    {Hear  I) 
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If  a  foreigner  was  told  thai  fortj-four  guineas  and .  a  half 
were  coined  from  a  pound  of  gold^  and  that  clipping  and 
wear  were  guarded  against,  by  their  not  being  a  legal  ten« 
der  at  less  than  a  certain  weight,  he  would  say  that  their 
circulation  was  perfect ;  but  if  he  were  io  hear  that  four 
^hillings  and  sixpence  worth  of  standard  silver  passed  for 
five  shillings  and  sixpence,  he  would- see  that  it  was  impos- 
sible that  the  proportionate  value  could  be  sustained,  S'lU 
ver  could  no  longer  be  the  same  multiple,  or  suboiultiple, 
that  it  was  before;  and  the  guinea^  of  which  that  quantity 
of  silver  had  been  an  aliquot  pait,  must  have  varied  in  the 
Some  degree  with  its  aliquot,  shillings  might  retain  their 
proportion  to  the  legal  value  of  the  guinea,  because  shillings 
Were  only  worth  iiine-pence  a  piece.  Uudcr  the  present 
f^ircumstances,  a  premium  was  virtually  oftered  by  Govern* 
ment  for  exportation^  as  distinctly 'as  if  they  had  offered  a 
bounty  of Sa  percent,  on  sending  the  gold  out  of  the  coun* 
try*  Four  dollars  were  made  equal  to  a  guinea  and  a  shil* 
ling,  but  tbe  metallic  value  of  a  guinea  was  actually  equal  to 
the  purchase  of  five  dollars,  and  something  uiore.  Suppose 
a  case : — An  English  mercltant  was  indebted  500// to  a  |iier* 
chant  in  Amsterdam.  His  course  was  to  buy  a  bill  of  ex-  , 
change,  which  would  buy  iCO  ounces  of  gold  in  Amster- 
dam. But  some  foreign  Jew  here,  one  of  those  who  was  in 
the  constant  habit  of  trans}x>rting  gold,  and  who  was  en* 
cournged  to  that  practice  ol*  fraud  smd  perjury  by  tbe  very 
nature  of  the  law,  finding  that  for  SU.  be  could  buy  a  gui* 
^ea  in  Ix)ndon^  set  himself  about  buying  500/.  worth,  and 
feot  them  off.  That  quantity  of  guineas  would  be  equal  to 
one  hundred  aud  thirty  ounces  of  gold  in  Amsterdam;  and 
after  the  one  hundred  ounces  were  discharged,  the  thirty 
would  renlain  in  Holland,  an  actual  premium  as  against  this 
country.  (Hear!)  There  was  an  instance  which  had  come 
lately  within  hi9  inmiediate  knowledge' on  this  (>oint.  He 
held  the  letter  of  a  person  engaged  in  the  gold  traffic;  the 
House  would  not  of  course  require  any  thing  farther  than  , 
the  mere  statement  of  the  transaction.  (Hear!)  As  pay- 
ment for  sonie  bnlances,  the  dealer  on  this  side  of  the  water 
sent  over  at  different  times  \0,S99  guineas,  and  in  one  of 
his  letters  stated,  that  understanding  there  was  a  profit  of 
ftO/.  per  cent,  on  the  trade,  he  then  sent  5,000  more  in  two 
bags.  Th^  insurance  freight,  including  all  risks,  was  not 
more  than  1  per  cent,  and  the  traflSc  was  c*arried  on  without 
difficulty^    (JJear!)    In  King  William's  time,  the  guinea 
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was  of  the  same  standard  as  now^  but  *t^e  silver  was  dete- 
riorated. Guineas  rose  lo^5s.  and  30s*  The  2h*  was  not 
made  an  equivalent  by  law,  at  that  rate  of  depreciation  to 
the  guinea,  and  therefore  the  guinea  did  not  disappear. 
This  was  wise  in  the  Government  of  th»t  day,  in  the  opinion 
of  a  high  authority  on  the  subject,  tiie  late  Carl  of  l|iver« 
pooL  If  now  guineas  were  allowed  to  have  their  rateable 
value  in  paper,  they  would  not  disappear-  It  was  true,  that 
if  guineas  were  allowed  to  carry  this  rateable  value,  it  would 
be  rather  difficult  to  deny  that  the  paper  was  depreciated. 
(Hearl)  But  the  paper  was  not  depreciated  in  public  esii« 
mation,  according  to  the  Resolution  of  an  honourable  Mem- 
her  (Mr.  Vansittart).  If  it  was  sustained  at  all^  it  was  in 
an  estiination  growing  out  of  terror,  growing  at  this  m(^ 
ment  oat  of  a  pending  judgujent.  ]f  this  were  once  settled^ 
'pablic  estimation  would  soon  show  what  it  really  was,  la 
every  part  of  the  country,  there  were  already  two  prices* 
(No I  no!  from^  different  parts  of  the  Ilodte,)  Mr,  Hu^ 
ktsson  6tated,  that  he  bad  undoubted  proof  of  the  fact. 
(Hear ')  He  had  in  his  pocket  a  letter,  printed  and  udi' 
dressed  to  Members  of  Parliament,  by  a  person  intimately 
acquainted  with  those  matters ;  and  that  letter  stated^  that 
two  prices  were  prevalent  in  the  country,  and  that  th^  usual 
premium  for  guineas  was  half-a-cfown.  But  was  it  not 
Qodeniable,  that  in  Ireland,  there  were  clauses  in  many  of 
the  leases  for  payment  in  gold,  and  that  guineas  were 
bought  at  a  premium  for  the  rent,  and  must  uot  the  land- 
lord make  a  difference  in  those  leases  and  tenants  ?  He 
would  now  repeat,  and  seriously  repeat,  the  question  of  the 
last  apedier  on  a  former  night.  Was  there  any  re^l  stand- 
ard of  payment?  He  did  not  mean  the  question  ludi- 
crooslv;  but  not  one  hint  of  such  a  thing  was  given'  in  tiie 
pamphlets  which'  undertook  to  answer  tl)e  Report.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  notes  were  the  real  standard?  and 
if  90,  why  should  not  the  guinea  be  called  one-and«twenty 
fortieths  of  a  two-pound  note?  (Ilearl)  Certainly  it 
ought,  if  paper  was  to  be  the  real  standard.  Those  pam- 
phlets had  no  fixed  idea  on  this  point:  one  of  them  talked 
of  an'  abstract  standard.  Let  them  put  this  absurdity  into 
language,  and  try  how  they  could  talk  of  an  abstnw^t  payr 
ment.:  Let  tbem  talk  of  an  abstract  dinner.  (Ilearl  hear !) 
Most  of  those  gentlemen  on  the  side  of  the  abstract  stand- 
ard were  in  the  service  of  Government^  and  it  would  be 
worth  their  while  to  consider  how  they  would  be  satis&ai 
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with  an  abstract  payment  of  their  salaries*  {Hedt !)    7'hose 
writers  admitted t^hut  if  the  standard  we^e  in  coin,  the  cur- 
rency was  depreciated ;  but  when  they  found  the  standard 
ill  paper,  they  found  it  in  the  interest  df  3d/.  6s.  S^.    Three 
|>er  cent.  Stock.     It  would  be  idle  to  enumerate  those  dis<- 
jointed  opinions.    They  contested  the  scarcity  of  gold.    If 
gold  was  scarce,  goods  must  be  cheaper  than   before  the 
scarcity;  but  goods  were  not  cl^eaper,  'though  gold  was 
gro^n  dearer,  and  therefore  something  besides  the  scarcity 
of  gold  must  be  thought  of  for  the  cause.     [HearX)     An 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  had  made  a  most  sin- 
gular statement,  and  most  contradictory  to  itself^  in  his  ob- 
servation on  the  apparent.. rise  of  prices  in  France.     That 
gentleman  said,  that  last  year  the  prices  of  labour  were 
igber  in  Prance  than  in  England,  therefore  gold  must  be 
cheapier  in  France  than  here;  but  it  was  allowed  that  there 
was  a  profit  of  twenty  per  cent,   on   exporting  gold  to 
France  from  England;  and  the  whole  statement  must  be* 
left  to  that  honourable  gentleman  to  reconcile  as  he  could. 
(Hear!)     It  was  a  matter  of  high  importance  to  consider 
into  whose  hands  the  currency  of  the  country  was  now 
,  come.     As  individuals*  he  felt  every  respect  foi;  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank;  but  it  was  his  duty,  as  a  Member  of  Pa^- 
liaraent»  to  look  upon  their  present  privileges  as  power — a 
thing  capable  in  other  hands,  and  in  other  times,  of  being 
turned  into  political  power.     It  might  not  be  the  intentign^ 
perhaps  it  could  not  be  at  all  the  intention  of  the  present 
individuals,  to  turn  their  influence  in  that  way;  but  it  was 
right  to  look  to  what  might  happen  at  a  future  day.     The 
Directors,  in  the  present  instance,  had  two  interests.     It 
was  their  duty  to  promote  the  profits  of  the  proprietors,  and 
they  also  owed  a  duty  to  the  public.     The  Directors  them- 
selves were  not  among  the  principal  holders  of  stoojc,  and 
probably  no  view  of  their  own  profit  was  concerned  in  their 
late  issues;  but  they  mtist  consult  the  general^  profits  of  the 
institution.     There  was  striking  injustice  in  lowering  the 
value  of  the  circulation   by  excessive  issue.     Suppose  an 
agreement  was  made  to  pay  a  certain  quantity  of  cloth  or 
corn  at  a  certain  time,  was  the  creditor  to  be  tpid  that  late 
events4ad  made  it  necessary  that  he  should  be  satisfied 
with  only  a  part  of  his  cloth  or  his  corn  ?    Would  he  think 
himself  justly  dealt  with  by  being  told  of  the  expenses  of 
the  army  in  Portugal,  or  any  other  intrinsic  drain  on  his 
debtor?    (Hear!)     If  any  reference  to  time  was  allowed^ 
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the  spirit  of  money  payments  was  entirely  gone.  'So  long 
as  the  paper  was  convertible,  so  long  the  evil  of  the  issue 
misht  amend  Jtself;  but  with  the  non-convertibility,  the 
evil  became  increased  and  menacing  hourly.  ^  It  was  said, 
the  industrious  classes  were  benefited  by  the  issue ;  but  if 
they  were,  it  was  at  the  erpence  of  those  classes  who  pro- 
moted and  sustained  the  industry  of  the  country.    If  it 
were   once  received   publicly,  that  the  standard  of  pay- 
ment was  to  be  varied  by.  time  and  crrcumstances,  the 
nature  and    form  of  contracts   must   be   essentially  al« 
tered.     Con  tracts  would  be  made,  as  the  v  were  once  be- 
fore, with  reference  to  those  changes.    There  were  in  the 
law  books,  examples  of  contracts,  where   it  was  agreed 
that   if   the   currency  was  changed   in  ariy  manner,  or 
(what  was  peculiarly  applicable  to  tbe  present  time),  if 
foreign  coin  was  brougnt  into  the  kingdom,  and  suffered 
to  be  current  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  former  medium,  pay- 
ment should  be  made  by  weight,  and  not  by  coin.  (Hear  !> 
Be  was  told,  that  be  was,  in  tbe  pamphlet,  which  he  pub- 
lished, an  enemy  lo  the  system  of  credit ;   he  nvas  quite 
the  contrary.    He  thought  the  Bank  of  England,  in  its 
original  principles,  a  model  of  such  establishments.     In  fo- 
reign Gountrics,  there  was  nothing  like  it  for  use  and  excel- 
lenoe.  In  some  great  trading  cities,  for  instance  Hamburgh, 
the  banks  were  banks  of  deposit,  and  the  paper  represent^  a 
certain  quantity  of  silver  really  deposited  in  tbe  bank.   This 
paper  could  not  be  depreciated,  because  it  alwa^^s  repre- 
sented the  real  value.     But  then  it  could  represent  no  mors 
than  the  silver  actually  deposited.     The  Bank  of  England 
by  its  security  had  all  the  advantage  of  a  bank  of  deposit ; 
and  by  its  extent,  all  the  uses  of  a  bank  of  discount ;  and 
thus  tbe  circulation  was  spread  to  the  value  of  three  or  fouc 
times  the  actual  money  in  the  Bank,  and  so  mucbjoss  was 
of  course  saved  to  the  public.  It  was  said  that  the  pamphlet 
alluded  to  tended  to  degrade  the  national  character.     Cer- 
tainly not,  unless  that  diameter  was  to  be  degraded  by  saying 
that  the  standard  should  not  be  imaginary,  but  in  coin. 
He  had  also  been  censured  for  comparing  the  princi{5l<*s  of 
the  present  Direction  of  the  Bank  to  those  of  the  Mis4sippi 
Scheme.     But  on  looking  over  Mr.  Law*s  express  words, 
he  found  that  famous  projector  saying,  that  as-  long  as  the 
Bank  continued  to  issue  what  was  required   only  on  real 
transactions,  and  took   back  all  that  was  brought  back, 
thete  could  be  no  excess^  because  few  people  were  fond  of 
Vol.  III.— 181L  S 
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kfcpin^  more  mdtiey  by  them  than  they  wanted  at  t^e 
lime.  The  House  would  observe  the  s^irailarity 'of  those  ex- 
pressions to  the  words  of  the  Directors,  who  were  before 
the  Committee.  (Hear !)  An  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose) 
bad  objected  to  Ihe  first  statement  of  the  Report,  that  the 

Erice  of  gold  in  18 10  bad  been  so  high  as  4/*  lOs.  and  the 
lank  purchases  were  quoted  as  a  proof  that  it  never  rose 
above  4L  True,  the  Bank  alwi^ys  refused  to  buy  gold  when 
it  was  higher  ;  but  the  evidence  of  both  Mr.  Merle  and  Mr. 
Goldsmid  proved  that  ^old  had  ^v«n  riserv  higher  than 
4/.  10^.  an  ounce.  He  must  now  vindicate  the  conduct  of 
the  Committee,  from  what  he  could  not  but  consider  as  an 
extremely  severe  reflection  on  the  spirit  of  their  proceedings. 
That  some  hon.  gentleman  h^^d  said,  that  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  answers  whi6h  were  given  by  Mr.  Pearse  and  Mr. 
IVhitn^ore,  might  be  attributed  to  the  sudden  and  unex- 
expected  style  of  the  questions  put  to  them  by  the  Com- 
mittee»  But  nothing  could  be  more  injurious  than  this 
Conception.  When  the  Governor  and  Deputy-Governorof 
the  Bank  were  questioned i  every  mode  of  convenience  and 
•  consideration  was  attended  to :  thry  were  allowed  to  take 
home  the  questions,  and  even  the  answers  with  them,  and  it 
was  only  those  answers  reflected  on  and  corrected^  that  were 
entered  in  the  Report.  Those  gentlemen  had  the  fullest  op- 
portunities for  giving  their  most  mature  opinfons.  (Heary 
acarl  )  If  they  dteired  to  prevent  the  gold  from  being  ex- 
ported,* they  should  take  measures  to  bring  the  currency 
back  to  its  standard.  That  the  laws  were  unavailing  to 
prevent  that  exportation,  all  persons  were  agreed.  For 
biroscif,  he  should  be  ready  to  support  his  Majesty's  Mi-' 
nisters  in  any  measures  they  may  propose  for  that  purpose^ 
if  they  could  state  any  solitary  iiuthority  that  any  man 
60uld  believe  they  would  be  effectual.  And  here  he  must 
beg  leave  to  ask  the  right'  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Vansittarr),  and  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Rose),  what  it 
was  they  considered  as  the  criterion  of  the  depreciation  of 
paper?  Was  it  not  the  diflerence  between  the  price  of  the 
currency  and  the  standard  value  of  the  coin  f  If  any  hon. 
gentleman  hi  commenting  upon  such  a  state  of  currency  as 
now  existed  in  this  country,  as  th,e  currency  of  any  foreign 
nation,  were  to  have  advanced  the  arguments  and  state- 
ments which  the  Committee  had  beard  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  every  hon.  member  would  be  holding  up  his 
hands  in  token  of  surprise,  to  bear  it  gravely  asserted,  that» 
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iRffine  the  exchanges  \vere  as  low  as  25  per  cent,  and  persons 
"vrere  under  prosecutions  for  buying  up  the  coin  at  a  price 
Ligber  than  its  denomination,  there  was  no  depreciation  ofcur- 
rency  in  such  a  nation.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  there  was  no 
symptom  of  a  depreciation  of  currency  in  any  country,  which 
did  not  at  present  exist  in  some  degree  in  this  country*  He 
would  confidently  put  it  to  any  practical  man,  whether  it 
"was  not  so  f  In  illustration  of  this  point,  be  could  refer  to  a 
▼ery  recent  instance,  which  was  yet  scarcely  known  to  the 
public  in  this  country ;  he  meant  the  measure  resorted  to  by 
the  Government  of  Austria  for  the  ilquidatton  of  its  debt. 
The  edict  issued  on  the  subject  by  a  gracious  Sorereign, 
must  have  proceeded  from  dire  necessity,  /md  every  thing 
connected  with  it ;  and  the  circumstances  of  its  publication, 
shewed  that  it  had  been  resorted  to  with  pain  and  regret, 
abd^  that  every  care  had  been  laken  to  render  a  measure 
frhich  amounted  to  a  breach  of  public  faith  as  little  injurious 
as  possible.  The  edict  he  alluded  to  was  that  issued  by  the 
£mperor  of  Austria,  for  reducing  the  ptiblic  debt  of  that 
government  to  the  extent  of  four^fifths.  By  this  edict  it 
was  provided,  that  for  every  500  florins  due,  100  should  be 
paid  to  liquidate  the  debt.  The  edict,  however,  was  accom- 
panied by  a  table  at  the  end,  which  had  been  prepared, 
shewing  the  rates  at  which  the  sums  due,  on  transactions  be- 
tween individuals,  should  be  liquidated  ;  in  which  rates 
allowance  was  ^ade  for  th^depreciation. of  the  currency  at 
the  time  of  the  contract.  These  proportions  had  been  ar- 
ranged from  montii  to  month,  so  that  debts  contracted  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  January,  1809,  were  to  be  discliarged  at 
the  rate  of  100  for  every  lO^  florins  :  in  February,  it  conti- 
nued 103;  in  March,  it  was  105;  ancf  so  on  till  1811, 
when  it  was  100  for  five  hundred  florins.  Couid  any  man 
Aovtbi  that  this  measure,  severe  as  it  was,  bad  a  tendency 
to  lower. prices  generally,  to  raise  the  exchange,  and  to 
equalize  the  market  and  mint  prices  of  bullion  ?  No  man 
who  reflected  upon  this  case,  and  considered  what  had 
taken  place  in  this  country,  could  possibly  doubt  that  the 
currency  was  depreciated.  Under  such  circumstances  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  con^sider  seriously  of  some  re- 
medy. Me  hoped  and  trnslcd  that  the  Bank  had  a  very 
considerable  portion  of,  bullion  in  store.  This  opinion, he 
entertained  not  upon  idle  rumour  or  conjecture,  but  upon 
very  good  grounds.  *  It  had  been  stated  before  the.  Com- 
nitttee  of  the  Lords,  hi  Feb.  171)7,  that  if  the  drain  from  the 
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Bank  were  to  have  contiDued  for  a  montb^  equal  to  what  it. 

.  had  been  during  the  precedinir  week,  upon  the  arera^e — or 
if  it  amtinued  for-  a  week  on  tlie  average  of  the  two  pre* 
ceding  days,  the  stock  of  bullion  would  not  have  been  re- 
ducoffas  low  as  it  ha  J  been  in  1782.  Besides,  in  October, 
1797,  the  Rink  havinc*  no  doubt  made  lar)^  purchases  of 
bullion  during  the  interval,  comrounicatcd  to  Parliament 
that  it  was  prepared  to  resume  c:ish  payments.  He  could 
not  be  persuaded,  then,  that  the  Bank  had  not  a  considerable 
stock  of  bullion.  But  though  the  Bank  had  not  res^ulated 
its  conduct  with  a  view  to  its  profits,  it  was  still  obvious, 
that  it  enjoyed  large  profits  ;  and  when  he  looked  to  those* 
profits,  he  thought  they  afforded  to  the  Bank  the  moans  of 
opening  its  payments  again.  Ia  the  suggestions  w^ich  he 
had  published  on  this  subject,  he  had  nrit  U^'hU  out  any  iiard 
measure  to  the  Bank.  He  wa3  awar'\  that,  by  the  restric- 
tion the  Bank  had  been  enabled  to  eular<re  its  issues,  »vhilst 
the  suspension  of  cash  payments  rendcn^i  it  unnecessary  for 

,  the  Bank  to  keep  constantly  in  its  coffers  -a  tiir^^e  deposi*  of 
unproductive  capital  to  meet  the  de.:;iands  for  sp(^*i^*,  which 
every  Bank  of  discount  is  compelled  to  keep  alw  lys  rea  Jy. 
\f\%  it  then  too  much  to  expect,.that  the  Btiik  should 
provide  bullion  even  at  its  present  price,  when,  consil'Ting 
the  large  profits  it  had  made,  that  operation  would  not 
place  it  in  a  worse  situation  than  it  would  have  been  in  if 
DO  restriction  had  taken  place.      The  restrict icHv  was  in« 

,,  tended  to  protect  the  Bank  from  the  drain /^specie  to 
nrhich  it  had  been  exposed  in  1797,  and  to  secure  the  public 
against  all  the  ill  consequences  of  suspending  payments  ge- 
nerally, if  that  drain  had  been  suffered  to  pioceed.  That 
was  the  specific  object  of  the  measure,  and  not  any  regard 
for  the  principles  and  opinions  which  badjiately  bcca 
broached  upon  this  subject*  When  the  Bank,  by  means  of 
the  restriction,  had  been  enabled  to  make  extra  profits,  it 
certainly  could  not  be  too  much  \o  call  upon  the  Directors 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  place  themselves  in  a  situa- 
tion to.resume  their  payments.  The  House  was  bound  to 
adbpt  some  specific  remedy,  and  not  content  itself  with  a 
declaration  that  it  was  expedient  that  cash-payments  should 
be  resumed  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit*  if  the 
present  system  were  to  be  continued,  it  would  be>cruel  to- 
-wards  the  Bank^  it  would  be  worse  than  cruel  to  the  public, 
to  oblige  them  to  return  to  cash-payments  six  i^onths  after 
the  ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  with  all  the 
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a^^yated  difficulties  of  procurini^  bnilioQ  a(  tlie  adranced 
price  to  which  it  must  unavoidably  rise.     Much  had  b.ea 
said  of  the  erroneous  views  entertained  by  the  Bullion  Coai'« 
mittce ;  but  all  he  should  say  was,  th^t  if  he  was  wron'^, 
he  was  wrong  with   Lonl  Burleigh,  with  Lord  Bacon,  with 
Mr.  Locke,  witli  Sir  Isaac  Newton  ;— if  he  was  in  error,  ho 
was  in  error  with  Mr.  Pitt.     Gentlemen  who  should  refet 
ta  the  debates  in  1797  and  1798»  on  the  policy  and  expe* 
diency  of  the  original  B:ink   Restriction  Act,  would  find, 
that  when  the  injurious  consequi^nces  likely  to  flow  froin  it 
had  been  staffed  by  members  on   the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  it  had  been  admitted  by  Mr.  Pitt,  whilst  he  denied   ' 
the  probability  of  tlie  result  foretold,  that  if  the  effect  of  the 
measure  should  be  to  prodace  a  difference  between  the  price 
of  the  currency  and  standard  coin,   it  oui^ht  not  to  be 
adopted.     If  he  was  wrong,  then  he  was  wron^  in  con« 
junction  with  hii^h  authorities  ;  and  if  the  rii;ht  hoa.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  VTansittarf)  was  right,  he  was  so  with  Mr.  Law 
and  Mr.  Lpwndcs.    The  report  of  this  latter  gentleman  to 
the  Treasury  he  would  wish  every  hon.  member  to  read^ 
before  he  should  give  a  vote  upon  this  question.     That  i^-* 
port  Jstated,  that  silver  had  risen  to  77 d.  per  oz.     But  it  also 
stated,  that  a  similar  rise  h^d  taken  plcicc  at  Amsterdam^ 
and  the  exchange  was  then  as  low  as  tWenty-five  per  cent.  ; 
and  ihet^  as  now,  the  depression  was  fiscribed  not  to  depre- 
ciation  but  to  a  scarcity  of  currency.     Mr.  Lowndes  re* 
commended  to  raise  the  crown  to  6s.  Sd.  the  shilling  to 
ly.  Zd.  and  to  issue  slullings  having  only  three-fourths  of 
the  standard  quantity,  as  the  shilling  at  present  bad  no 
xnorethan  that  proportion  of  silver.     Then,  as  at  present^ 
it  had   t>een  stated,   tliat  great  public  advantitge  would 
result  from  an  increase  of  the  currency  :  and  it  was  added 
by  Mr.  Lowndes,  that  when  trade  should  be  restored,  when 
the  exchange  shouUl  lK?'brought  to  a  level,  and  the  wealth 
of  the  nation  re-established,  then  they  migllt  return  to  their 
old  standard.     But  it  had  been  said,  that  the  wealth  of  the 
country  depended  on  the  present  system  of  the  currency 
being  maintained.     Good  God !    that  the  wealth   of  the 
nation  was  to  grow  out  of  the  currency  !     Why,  if  every 
shilling  in  the  currency  Was  to  be  of  standard  perfection  in, 
coin,  the  wealth  of  the  nation  cobld  not  depend  upon  the 
currency.     The  wealth  of  the  nation  consisted  of  an  indus- 
trious population,  protected  by  good  laws,  of  hational  cha- 
racter, of  public  spirit :  in  these  respects  every  man  abroad 
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would  admit  that  we  were  a  ^weaKhy  nation.  But  if  our 
"Wealtb  were  to  depend  upon  our  present  circulation,  however 
me  maj  flatter  Ourselves  at  home,  no  person  abroad  would 
allo^  ns  to  be  wealthy.  Whatever  might  be  the  decision  of 
this  qrtf»stion»  his  ri^ht  honourable  friend  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  would  soon  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
a  remedy;  and  however  partial  he  maybe  to  the  remedy 
which  appeared  best  to  him,  he  should  prefer  that  which 
would  have  the  support  of  tlic  Government.  Whatever 
the  decision  may  be,  he  should  not  despond.  When  the 
necessity  of  the  remedy  should  appear  as  obvious  to  other 
gentlemen  as  to  him,  it  would  necessarily  be  provided. 

3ir.  Hoscj  in  explanatiori,  observed,  that  when  the  hon. 
gentleman  mentioned  in  his  pamphljet,  the  celebrated  scheme 
of  Law,  one  would  naturally  have  supposed,  that  he  alludod 
to  the  M issisippi  scheme,  and  not  to  the  Bank  in  Scotland. 
But  there  was  no  more  resemblance  between  this  latter 
scheme  and  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  England,  than  in 
the  former  case.  As  to  the  admission  of  Mr.  Fitt,  be  should 
only  observe,  that  the  last  time  he' had  been  at  his  house^ 
nbout  three  months  before  his  death,  he  had  declared,  and 
he  had  taken  a  memorandum  of  the  observation,  that  he 
could  not  foresee  any  circumstances  in  which  cash  payment 
could  be  safely  resumed  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
Tiie  hon.  gentleman  had  quoted  the  authority  of  Lords 
Burleigh  and  Bacon,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  With  Lord 
Burlcii^irs  works  upon  this  subject  he  was  not  aqquainted. 
Lord  Bacon's  works  he  was  well  acquainted  with,  and  he 
could  not  remember  any  passage  on  this  subject :  and  as  to 
Sir  Isaac  Newton,  he  must  observe,  that  he  could  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  write  a  line  on  the  subject.  The  statement 
re  Iwd  made  respecting  the  price  of  bullion,  he  had  had  from 
Mr.  Merle,  who  informed  him  thai  the  highest  price  in  1810 
was  4/.  6^.  and  that  it  had  been  as  low  as  4/. 

Af  r*  Horner  observed,  that  not  only  IHr.  Merle,  but  Mr. 
Goldsmid  and  Mr.  Binns,  had  stated  the  price  of  gold 
bullion  as  steady  at  4/.  lOs,  during  the  year. IbiO. 

Lord  Castlereagh  expressed  a  hope,  that  after  all  the  pa- 
tient attention  which  the  House  had  paid  to  otiicr  impor- 
tant subjects,  it  would  continue  the  same  attention  to  that 
under  discussion,  and  not  come  to  a  decision  upoVi  this  vital 
question  without  mature  consideration.  Nothing  could  be 
more  calamitous,  than  to  keep,  in  these  perilous  times,  a 
question  of  this  kind  hunig  over  them  from  s^iou  to  session^ 
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Wben  he  diiFered  from  the  Committee,  he  was  induoed 
io  distrust  his  own  opinion ;  but  however  unaffectedly  he 
Inspected  the  authority  of  the  members  of  that  Committee* 
he  considered  the  bearing  of  the  subject  too  large  to  trust  to 
any  authority  rather  than  to  form  a  judgment  for  himself* 
The  noble  Lord  then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
dangerbf  inducing  Parliament  to  discuss  abstract  proposi* 
tions  without  any  practical  remedy :  the  honourable  an4 
learned  member,  as  he  understood  him,Jiavin^  ^iven  up  his 
last  Resolution.  After  taking  a  detailed  view  f  of  the  whole 
of  the  case,  the  noble  Lord  adverted  to  the  means  resorted 
to  by  the  enem^  to  produce  an  effect  on  our  stability  :  first 
by  a  menace  ot  invasion,  then  by  exciting  rebellion,  and  af- 
terwards by  an  attack  upon  our  finances  through  our  com* 
meroe;  in  every  one  of  which  he  had  failed.  France  had 
now.  changed  her  system  of  hostility  against  this  country, 
and  aimed  a  blow  at  her  internal  circulation.  This  we 
ought  by  eyery  means  to  oppose,  and  use  our  zealous  en- 
deavours to  uphold  a  system  which  had  enabled  us  to  unite 
vin  time  of  war  a  great  military  expenditure  with  the  greatest 
national  prosperity. 

Jlfr.Morn^  would,  confine  himself  to  that  part  of  the 
question  which  concerned  the  personal  security  of  the  sub* 
ject.  Urfder  the  present  system,  bank-note's  were  not  a 
legal  tender  by  a  debtor  in  confinement,  so  that  he  must 
either  remain  in  prison »  or  purchase  bullion  at  a  vast  ex- 
pence,  to  defray  his  debt.  He  stated  this  case,  which  had 
occurred,  in  answer  to  a  challenge  made  by  his  riglit  lion. 
friend,  and  should  reserve  the  remaining  part  of  the  subject 
to  another  opportunity.  j 

Mr.  VansUtart  inquired  when  the  case  hadjoccurred  ? ' 

'Mr.  Morris  answered,  in  1801, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,   MAY   8. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Darnlcy,  an  account  was 
ordered  of  Hops  imported  into  Ireland;  and  his  Lordship 
stated  bis  intention  of  bringing  before  the  House,  in  the 
course  of  the  Session,  tl«e  subject  of  the  increased  consump- 
tion of  spirits  in  Ireland^  and  the  diminution  of  the  con- 
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sumptiM  of  beer,  in  'Consequence  of  the  late  reduction  of 
-  doties  on  th6  former,  if  a  Report  should  be  made  in  time 
from  the  Commiftce  of  the  Hotisc  of  Commons,  who  had 
the  matter  under  consideration. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

^WBlXlJjESDAY,    MAY  8. 

Lard  Archibald  Hamillon  presented  a. petition,  signed 
by  S0,000  individuals,  manufacturers,  &c.  at  Paisley  and 
its  suburbs,  praying  relief.  It  stated  that  out  of  these, 
1200  had  been  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress  for  )vant  of 
employment ;  that  this,  in  their  opinion>  was  owinc^  to  the 
ordeis  in  council,  and  the  blockading  system;  that  the 
Ministers  ought  to  be  removed  ;  and  that  Scotland*  was  not 
fairly  represented.  (lis  Lordship  observed,  that  none  had 
greater  cause  for  this  last  complaint  than  the  petitioners ; 
not  more  than  thirty  out  of  the  30,000  had  voices  in  the 
return  of  members,  though. most  df  them  would  have  had 
votes  in  Kngland. 

Mr.  Curxcen  did  not  see' how  any  relief  could  be  afforded  ; 
but  though  a  friend  to  reform,  he  was  convinced  that  their 
distresses  had  been  as  fully  attended  to,  as  they  could  undec 
any  plan  of  representation. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
.   Mr.  Ilousloun  presepted  a  petition  from  the  operative 
Manufacturers,  Journeymen,  Tradesmen^  and    others,    in 
Glasgow  and  the  neighbourh6od«  stating  their  distressed 
situation  and  praying  Tor  relief. 

BULLION    REPORT. 

The  House  having  gone  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bullion 
Report,  . 

Mr.  Parnell  rose,  and  defended  the  Committee  against 
the  charge  of  having  reported  contrary  to  evidence,  ft  was 
certainly  true  that  they  had  reported  against  the  assertions 
of  the  witnesses  with  the  exception  of  two.  But  this  cir- 
cumstance, so  far  from  being  aground  of  censure,  ought  ta 
be  considered  as  reflecting  credit  on  the  Bullion  Committee. 
If  it  had  been  an  object  with  theq^^to  have  avoided  this 
'  charge,  they  could  easily  have  found  witnesses  to  support 
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their  principles.  Thej  would  have  done  |iotbi(\^  more 
than  had  been  done  in  a  former  Committee,  if  they  had 
examined  two  of  tlieir  own  meml^ers,  men  of  practice  and 
science;  he  meant  the  mrcnber  for  South wark  (H.  Thorn- 
ton), and  the  memlxT  for  Taunton  (A.  Bariu£r).  ^hey 
^iglu  thus  have  produced  a  Report  to  which  the  censure 
couUI  not  apply.  If,  indeed,  they  had  examineu  witnesses 
of  ihisjatter description  only,  there  might,  perha[)s,  be  some 
f^roqnds  to  impute  ap  undue  bias  toward^  a  particular 
doctrine.  Put  instead  of  thr«,ithey  chiefly  examined  thqs^ 
-who  held  adverse  ppinion$|  that  tiicy  mi|;ht  have  the  fullest 
mforniation  before  them.  As  to  the  rem<^rk  that"  ifaey  de- 
spised the  opinions  of  practical  men,  it  must  be  consideroc^ 
that  practical  men,  or  men  in  busine$99  were  ^ot  always  the 
best  judges  of  the  science,  or.  the  principles  l^y  whicn  the- 
concerns  in  which  they  were  engaged  should  be  regulated. 
There  was  Indeed  no  uoctrine  better  established,  than  that 
even  the  most  eminent  practical  iTi<*n  were  not  always  ^the 
most  conrersant  witli  the  science  of  their  business.  In  the 
work  of' the  celebrated  Dr.  Smith,  no  doctrine  had  beeqi 
fnore  clearly  illustrated  than  this,  find  the  truth  of  it  tjiust 
be  obvious  tp  all  who  paicl  the  least  attention  to  the  subject. 
It  ought,  besides,  to  be  ob^ryed,  that  all  men  ifi  business 
were  ii^terested  in  preserving  the  paper  system,  or  in  pre- 
senting a  recurrence  to  thp  practice  of  barbarous  timps,  ait 
]iad  been  said  on  the  otiier  side.  AVhile  payments  were 
made  in  cash,  they  fi^ere  under  the  necessity  of  keeping 
considerable  smns  by  them  at  a  material  loss,  and  the  profits 
of  their  xapital  were  so  iar  diminished.     But  ip  proportion 

Sthe  paper  system  was  extended'  beyond  its  natural  limits, 
e  accomtnodation  deriyed  from  }t  enabled  Iheni  to  dis- 
gnse  with  tliese  sums,  and  to  convert  tlie  whole  of  their 
pital  into  direct  profit.  He  was  far  froni  saying,  that  all 
of  them  would  be  misled  in  their  opinions  by' this  conside- 
ratioiK  Some  of  them»  it  was  well  known,  had  overcome 
*  t^is^  bias.  But  it  might  easily  be  conceival*  that  men  fa 
business,  educated  in  details,  and  not  accustpmed  to  ex* 
tended  views,  might,  without  attributing  totheipaiiy  im^ 

f proper  xpotiye,  be  led  to  make  their  opinions  agree  wit^ 
hejr  interest.  Most  of  the  witnesses  then,  who  ha^  giveii 
evidence  contrary  to  the  doctrines  of  this  Report,  Y^ere  in* 
tereslod  in  the  support  of  the  paper  syst^^i ;  and  though  tbejr. 
pad  no  dou|i>t  sjpo|(f i^  nccording  to  their  conviction,  theu 
opinions  ought  to  be  received  with  caution.  la  taking  ad 
•  Vol-  lll.-181ir  ^  ^  T      ^ 
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mnph  eTidepce  of  this  kind,  however,  the  Comroittee  had  . 
proved  their  impartliiUfy  »nd  desire  of  coHeptkig  everj 
possible  information.  If  that  Committee  had  conskted 
ivholly  of  men  of  mere  science  or  theorj,  ^8  it  vras  called, 
there  mi^ht  be  some  colour  of  ^  reason  to  distrust  them  ; 
but  when  men,  not  more  dislinguisbod  for  their  science  than 
their  prariical  knowledge,  supported  the  doctrines  of  the 
R'*port,  their  deliberate  opinion  was  surely  entitled  to  the 
ffilb-fit  confidrnre  of  the  House*  It  had  bosn  said,  that  the 
Brport  was  c)^frctive,  inasmuch  as  it  had  not  adverted  more 
fully  to  the  l!^te  rise  of  pricey.  The  reason,^e  apprehended, 
%osy  that  it  hrtd  not  f)li  the  requisite  information  before  it, 
ihoujL'h  wh'*n  he  looked  again  over  the  Report,  be  found  it 
inou  |MTfect  in  this  r«rspect  than  he  had  beefi  at  ^rst  aware  oft 
As  It  wns  of  tlie  greatest  importance  that  the  cause  of  the 
rise  of  prices  should  be  well  understood,  be  would  trouble 
the  Committee  vjrith  some  observations  on  that  head. 
A  Imost  khe  only  point  on  which  the  utfnost  ^Danimitv  had 
prevailed  in  the  coui;pe  of  the  discussion  was  this,  that 
pricf  s  had  lately  risen  excessively.  It  had  beea  generally  « 
allowed  that  I  hey  had  all  risen  almost  equally.  No  cause 
of  this  rise  could  be  considered  ay  a  gopa  one  unless  it  act 
counted,  not  only  for  the  rise  in  particular  commodities  but 
for  the  general  rise.  The  author  of  a  work  entitled  "  Prac^ 
tical  Observations,**  on  this  subject,  bad  said,  that  the 
Committee  should  have  inquired  into  the  ejects  of  taxes  and 
scarcity  upon  prices,  before  they  alleged  the  advance  of 
prices  ns  a  proof  of  the  depreciation  of  paper.  But  it  had 
b(*en  proved  by  the  best  authors,  that  taxes^  'Scarcity,  and 

/  general  improvemciit,  which  also  had  been  assigned  as  m 
cause,  raiM'dj^rices  in  general,  but  only  affected  particular 
cpmnipdities.  A  tax  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  for  instancCi 
laised  the  wages  of  labour  and  diminished  the  rent  of  land| 
but  did  hot  raise  the  price  of  the  produce  of  land.  General 
improvement  ^ontd  raise  the  price  of  land,  but  not  of 
other  things.  The  only  cause  that  could  account  for  a 
general  and  alfnqst  equal  rise  of  prices^  was  an  alteration  ii; 
the  value  of  money.  In  looking  at  the  state  of  prices  for 
the  ]^si  150  years,  it  would  appear  that  they  had  remained 

.  nearly  withouf  variation,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
fifteen  years,  when  the  effect  of  the  American  mines  had 
come  into  full  operation  in  1794.  This  was  a  most  curiouf 
fact,  and  in  solving  it  he  would  have  reiourse  to  the  labours 
of  Dr.  Smith*    1  hey .  could  do  np  better  tbaa  follow  {im 
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exarapie,  not  onlj  on  account  of  hb  Irigh  authority,  but 
because  none  of  bis  doctrines  had  been  less  disputed  ilian  hit 
positions  as  to  the  value  of  the  precious  metals.  From 
IbtO  to  1640  it  appeared  tliat  money  had  become  of  four 
limes  less  value.  At  the  former  period  the  price  of  a  given 
quantity  of  wheat  vrasJOn.  or  two  ounces  of  silver — at  the 
latter,  the  price  of  the  same  quantity  was  475.  The  dis- 
covery of  tne  mines  had  been  accounted  by  every  body  as 
the  cause.     It  x^as  not  the  rise  of  corn,  but  the  Ml  of 

^  money.  Taking  the  value  of  wheat  then  at  different  periods^ 
one  would  easily  be  able  to  find  tlie  alteration  in  the  raloe 
of  money.  In  looking  at  the  accounts  in  the  appendix,  it 
appeared  that  between  1774,  when  the  currency  had  been 
settled,  and  J 791,  i\ie  average  price  of  wheat  was 
SL  6s.  6d.  Between  l794  and  1S09>  the  average  price  was 
5/.  135.  lOd.  But  then  the  market  price  of  gold  during  the 
latter  period  was  4/.  and  therefore,  he  might  state  the 
price  of  wheat  at  3/.  135.  Upon  this  reasoning,  the  altera* 
tion  in  the  value  of  gold  was  as  280  grains  to  4S2,  or,  in 
simpler  terms,  as  seven  to  eleven.  It  might  be  said,  that 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  cocn  was  not  owing  to  the  fall  of 
gold,  but  to  the  scarcity  in  1800  and  1801.  If  this  was 
not  the  cause>  then  no  other  could  be  assigned,  and  his 
position  must  be  admitted.  Now  the  scarcity  could  not  be 
the  cau3e  of  the  rise,  as  the  ports  were  open,  and  the  prices  . 
might  be  nearly  dualized  with  those  of  other  countries* 
Comparing  the  prices  in  1747,  a  year  of  great  scarcity, 
and  1807,  a  year  of  great  plenty,  it  appeared  that  the  one 
was  2/.  7*.  and  the  other  2/.  10s.  If  a  general  alteration  of 
prices  had  taken  place  in  other  countries  in  the  same  periods, 
ibis  would  further  prove  the  doctrine-  Looking  at  the 
acc^^Qnts,  be  found  that  a  similar  alteration  had  taken  place 
in  Spain.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  and  the  right  hon. 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  bench  below  (Vansittart)  had 
proved  an  alteration  of  prices  in  France  and  Prussia  exactly 
corresponding.  The  whole  then  proved  the  doctrine  of 
Smith,  that  the  value  of  the  precious  metals  had  fallen  con- 

,siderably  from  1794  to  1S09;  the  value  being  in  the  latter 
period  as  compared  with  that  in  the  former,  between  1774 
and  1794,  as  seven  to  eleven,  a  depreciation  of  about  sixty 
per  cent.-  If  ihis  was  correct,  he  had  established  a  fact  of 
the  greatest  importance  in  this  discussion.  For  if  gold  had 
thus  fallen  in  value,  he  bad  tiken  away  the  whole  basis  of 
the  doctrine  contended  for  on  the  other  sid^-^for  their  only 
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ground  ^aSy  tlmtgold,  instead  of  falling,  tiad^risen  exces* 
slvcly.    After  a  variety  of  ftirtber  observations,  the  tion, 
member  referred  to  Ihc  vorks  of  Mr.  Harris,  from  iwhicb 
he  made  several  very    pointed  quotations. — ^That  learned 
author  had  dwelt  with  prpat  force  and  perspicuity  on  the 
iuvariabUness  of  our  standard  of  cwrrencj-  since  the  43d  of 
Quirn   Eliiabeth.    This  standard  he  defined  to  consist  in 
quant  it  j^  of  a  certain  weight  and  fineness.  '  By  this  standaKl 
Sill  monry  contracts  were  determined,  all  salaries  regulated^ 
till  titles  to  property  adjudged.     The  ultimate  criterion  of 
Ihe  value  of  all  property  was  a  fixed,  a  certified  quantity 
of  gold,  and  that  ihcn-fore  this  certified  quantity,  whica    n* 
was  the  standnVd,  should  at  all  times  be  kept  sacred  from, 
violation.     That  this  stcindard  being  a  general  eqnivjilent, 
could  not  be  altered  without  an  atrocious  breach  of  faiih, 
both  to  the  subjects  of  the  realm,  and  to  foreigners,  who 
Ynfffht  have  claims  upon  them.     (Hearl  hear  I)    Had  the 
Vight  honourable  gentleman  (^^r.  Hose>,  who  cheered  these 
sentiments,  acknowledged  thesanie  definitions  conveyed  in 
the  speech  of  his  right  honourable  friend  ?    (Mr.  Horner). 
Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  below  him  (Mr.  Van- 
sittart)  admit  in  his  Ursolutions  that  connexion  between 
legal  coin  and  bullion  implied   in  the  opinions  of  Mr* 
Barris?    The  question  immediately  at  issue  was  really  so 
plain  and  palpable  as  to  require  no  additional  illustcatioa. 
What  was  the  \alue  of  a  pound  sterling,  but  the  value  of 
the  quantity  of  precious  metal  contained  in  it ;  and  whence 
did  the  Bank  paper  derive  its  value,  but  fi;om  its  purport- 
ing to  represent  the  pound  sterling?    {Heart  hearl)     As 
to  the  motive  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
come  forward  to  oppose  the  doctrines  of  the  Committee^ 
that  the  guinea  still  passed  where  it  openly  circulated  for  no 
more  than  its  nominal  equivalent  in  paper,  he  roust  say  that 
the  only  cause  of  this  was  (Obviously  a  dread  of  the  penalties 
of  the  law.  {Hearl  htar^)   This  appeared  to  him  quite  un- 
deniable, the  bonajtde  value  of  the  guinea  was  very  different 
from  its  current  value.     But  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Intrinsic  value  of  the  £;uinea  could  be  raised  by  a   penal 
enactment?     (Hear  I    /tear  I)     Among  all  the  novel  dis- 
coveries and  doctrines  which  had  been  recently  published)  . 
there  was  none  that  seemed  to  him  u)6re  extravagant  4haa 
the  belief  that  money  could  derive  any  new   value  from 
legal peDalties  (Hearl  hear,l)    If s  uch  was,  however,  the 
end  vol  purpose  of  these  lawsuit  was  indisputable  that 
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fhej  did  not  do  tlieir  duty,  that  they  did  not  give  ftn 
€xfensire  value,  and  that  they  did   not  operate  to  eqiia« 
lize  unequal  currencies.  (Hearl) — Tlie  fact  was,  that  the 
M  hvf  guineas  which  do  appear  occasionally,  immedhtely 

I  pass  at   a  premium,  there  being  a  permanent  demand  fob 

them  in  the  market.  He  would 'ask  the  right  honourabfe 
gentleman  (Mr.  Vansittart)  what  the  necessary  effect  of  thtft 
was  in  the  case  of  foreign  bills  ?  These  bills  paid  in  thit 
country  are  discharged  by  guineas,  for  the  procuring  whick 
a  large  premium  is  paid — a  premium  obtained  at  the  cost 
of  this  country,   and   in  favour  of  other  countries.     Ifwt 

{ooked  to  Irehnd,  we  should  find  similar  appearances.  He 
lad  a  paper  in  his  hand,  which  he  received  this  day,  con*, 
taining  a  statement  of  the  exchange  l)etwecfi  London  and 
Belfast;  and  in' the  latter  market  guincns  were  now  at  A 
premium  of  15|i  psr  cent.  If  t,his  was  the  case  in  Ireland^ 
with  which  our  commerce  was  {X'rfcctly  free  and  onre^ 
strained,  it  was  quite  incredible  that  guineas  should  not  be 
at  a  premium  in  this  country.  Upon  the  general  doctrino 
of  the  exchange,  much  as  had  been  said  about  it,  he  could  nol 
lielp  calling  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  point  oa 
which  all  writers  of  remitation  on  this  subject  fully  concurred. 
Liord  Liverpool^  and  Sir  J.  Stewart,  and  many  others,  had 
declared  tliat  the  quantity  and  intrinsic  value  of  the  precious 
•  metals  constituted  the  only  rule  and  measure  of  ibe  ex*  - 
'  cfaaoge,  and  that  the  distance  between  which  transactions 
were  carried  on,  had  no  effect  beyond  the  necessary  ^xpeacb 
of  freight  and  insurance  in  the  transportation  of  bullion. 
(^Heary  hear !)— The  right  honourable  gentleman  opposifh 
(Mr..  Kose)  had,  however,  in  opposition  to  this  priocipley . 
stated  a  fact  to  which  he  attached  great  importance.  Thft 
fact  he  said  he  had  obtained  in  a  private  examination  of  a 

person  who  had  been  examined  before  the  Committee,  and 
it  was,  that  the  cost  of  transmitting  bullion  to  the  Continent* 
was  not  less  than  sixteen  per  cent.  What,  then,  did  this 
amount  to,  but  an  assurance  to  the  public  that  so  muck 
might  be  gaindd  by  sending  gold  from  this  country  to 
Paris?  (Hear J  heart)  An  example  might  be  takeu  irons 
the  exchange  between  two  pLices  where  tliere  was  the  same 
curi'ency,  as  London  and  Liverpool.  The  difference  of 
exchange  would  be  found  here  to  consist  only  of  the  cat- 
pence  of  postage,  and,  in  the  same  way,  the  expence  could 
never  be  greater  tlian  the  cost  and  charges  of  the  conveyanos« 

No  conclusions  from  the  theory  of  the  balance  of  trade  eould 
overthrow  this  position.     A  great  deal  had  been  saul  upoa 


the  infliienco  of  tbe  present  rcstrictious  on  forejga  trade 
upon  the  exchans^e ;  ancj  he  could  not  help  feeling  some 
surptise  that  such  an  argument  should  beiir<^x],  after  (he 
ctearand  convincing  statement  made  by  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend,  in  his  reference  to  the  exchaD::es  between  tbe 
Continental  states.      In   Addition  to  this,  however,  thev 
would,  by  looking  at  the  state  of  the  exchaniireH  between  thu 
country  and  those  countries  with  which  the  intercourse  wat^ 
tad  where  no  such  restrictions  operated,  derive  a  similar  con* 
elusion.     With  respect  to  Ireland,  this  was  obvious;  but 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  had  favoured 
him  with  one  very  manifest  proof  of  it,  viz.  that  the  Por* 
toguese  paper  was  now  not  at  a  discount^ of  twenty-six,  but 
jomy  of  eighteen  per  cent.     Why  wheit  was  the  consequence 
of  this  ^    The  Portuguese  exchange  had  lately  recovered 
itself  to  that  amount,  and  be  was  therefore  indebted  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  for  so  striking  and  indisputable 
a  proof  of  the  truth  of  bis  principles.     While  the  exchange, 
ivtth  ail  other  parts  of  the  Continent  has  been  growing  of  late 
less  unfavourable  to  us^that  with  Portugal  has  as  gradually 
been  growing  more  so.     It  might  be  shewn,  from  the  ttntch 
ment  of  the  Minister  himself,  that,  upon  the*head  of  our 
ibrcign  expenditure,  in  thai  kingdom  no  less  a  sum  tbao 
700,000/.  had  been  lost  by  this  depression  of  the  exchange, 
futlhere  were-otherconsiderations>  which,  in  his  ju(Igment| 
-weie  of  a  still  more  ui^ent  and  imperative  nature.    He 
could  not  overlook  the  interests  of  the  Army  and  Navy* 
nhich  were  so  directly  involved  in  the  issue  of  this  discus* 
•ion.    But  the  consequences  of  the  depreciation  (and  if  this 
"was,  as  be  considered  it,  proved,  it  could  only  arise  from  an 
excess  of  paper)  extended  to  all  contracts  of  every  descrip- 
tfon.  (//(^r,  hear  I)    The  landlord  could  let  no  leases  while 
tbe  value  of  money  was  liable  to  continual  fluctuations,  and 
the  effective  standard  of  the  currency    was    abandoned. 
How  could  they  grant  leases  while  they  were  subject  to  a 
iossy  which,  in  itself,  doubled  the  amount  of  the  income-tax? 
{Hcar^  hcavj  hear !)    He  did  not  mean  to  throw  the  blame 
upon  the  Bank  ;  perhaps  it  was  matter  of  surprise  that  thcj 
had  not  gone  further.     The  Directors  were  men  brought  up 
to  trade,  and  to  a  skill  in  promoting  thdr  commercial  in* 
terests.    •Since  1797  they  had  new  duties  to  perform,  and 
duties  of  a  in(^t  difficult  nature.    Twenty-four  merchants 
then  became  eutrusted  with  a  power  never  before  possessed* 
This  was,  indeed^  to  boiTOw  tbe  language  'of  the  right 


I 


V AY  .8.1  BrtLIOH  lB(£90ttT.  1 

honoarablc  ^rentlemaiiy  the  boldest  experifoent  that  erer  tn 
made  upon  the  finaDce  of  the  country,  and^  he  must  thii 
Ihe  greatest  error  of  Mr.  Pitt's  life.  Lord  Liverp 
said,  wlien  the  situation  of  the  Bank  of  Ens^land  n 
under  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  in  1797,  tliat  1 
extent  of  the  paper  cunrencj  nias  the  source  of  the  ci 
ficuities  to  which  the  country  vrns  fhen  exposed.  I 
opinion  was  of  great  value.  It  \^as  not  an  opini 
given  during  the  agitation  of  the  public  mind  ;  but  it  M 
oeliberatclj  given  some  time  after  the  restriction  had  tab 
place,  and  the  question  liad  been  examined  in  all  its  bearin 
in  looking  to  a  retuedj,  something  moth  than  theiB^ 
resumption  of  cash  payments  would  be  necessary,  i 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  had  said,  that  periodi 
restrictions  of  the  Bank  were  necessnry,  and  that  it  would 
Bighly  dangerous  to  the  country  were  sucli  a  measure  not 
be  allowed.  If  he  were  io  state  what  was  the  cause  of  t 
difficulty  in  1797,  he  would  say  it  was  the  Act  whi 
allowed  the  Bank  to  issue  notes  under  the  value  of  10/. ; 
so  long  as  the  Bank  iiad  not  that  power,  the  retail  trade  v 
earried  on  in  coin,  and  consequently  an  extcnsiTe  stock  o 
was  kept  up  in  the  country.  It  might  be  ezpeosive, 
doubt,  at  all  times  to  get  this,  but  it  was  always  possible 
get  it.  The  Bank  in  th'is  way  got  through  the  diflScul 
ftod  was  able  to  keep  its  character.  It  was  curious  that  i 
runs  in'l78S  and  1793  were  greater  than  that  of  1797,  a 
jei  the  Bank  was  able  to  manage  matters  so  as  to  extric 
themselves.  But  after  the  Bank  was  allowed  to  issue  sra 
liotes,  in  the  space  of  three  years  the  51.  notes  supplied  i 
place  of  coin.  The  law  against  the  etportation  of  c< 
liad  this  effect,  (that  while  guineas  were  melted  down 
be  exported,  without  such  law  the  guineas  therasel 
would  be  exported,  and  would  come  back  again  in  \ 
shape  of  guineas^.  A  vast  deal  of  the  commercial  disti 
of  the  country  was  also  owing  to  the  laws  against  usu! 
He  agreed  in  opinion  with  those  who  thought  fitvoaral 
of  the  utility  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  that  it  was  a  gr 
accommodation  io  the  country ;  but  he  could  not  get  o 
this  fiict,  that  if  the  Bank  of  England  had  never  exbted 
^ould  have  been  wholly  impossible  to  place  the  country 
ihe  state  in  which  it  now  was  with  its  depreciated  current 
The  good  derived  from  the  Bank  of  England  might  hi 
been  derived  from  more  numerous  bodies  of  banking  co 
Banicff.     In  Scotlaod  the  great  advantage  oftbe 
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tvstem  there  iras,  that  there  ivas  not  one  great  body,  as  in 
England  and  Ireland^  but  many  chartered  banks,  who,  in 
this  manner,  not  only  were  more  likely  to  contain  a  greater 
portion  of  talents,  but  gave  the  country  all  the  advantages 
qf  their corapetition.  ^Paper  accordingly  has  always  been 
circulated  in  Scotland  to  a  much  greater  degree,  and  with 
mmctulcss  prejudice  io  the  community,  than  in  England  or 
Ireland.   It  might  be  said,  that  our  whole  commerce  was  at 

£  resent  in  the  hands  ot  twenty-four  Directors  of  the  Bank,  and 
at  our  whole  finances  depended  oiv  that  commerce*  Certainly 
t^bis  was  a  most  uncommon  power  to  be  deposited  in  their 
Kands*  He  wished  to  make  a  Few  observations  with  regard 
to  the  exchange,  with  Ireland.  It  had  been  argued  that 
the  Committee  had  misrepiesented  last  year  this  subject. 
In  frelapd  the  case  was  this,  that  the  restrictions  were  the 
jtame  there  as  here;  but  the  issues  were  augmented  from 
000,000/.  in  1707  to  three  millions  in  1804,  and  a  bank  was 
siet  up  in  every  town  and  every  village.  The  consequence 
vas,  ih^t  in  1804  the  exchange  was  10  per.  cent,  against 
this  countrj'^  and  that  guineas  bore  a  premium  of*  10  per 
«(nt.  ;  for  there  were  no  penal  laws  in  Ireland,  and  it  was 

rlpable  to  every  one  that  bunk  paper  was  there  depreciated, 
was  curious  that  the  manufacturers  of  the  north  of  Ireland 
Wpuld  not  sell  their  goods  for  any  thing  but  guineas,  and 
pay  their  landlords  in  guineas.    The  consequence  was,  that 
wni)e  the  exchange  was  10  per  cent,  against  Dublin,  it  was 
0Bt  or  two  per  cent,  in  favour  of  Belfast.     A  noble  Lord 
kad  said,  that  the  exchange  fell  in  two  years  in  Ireland,  • 
Urithout  any  great  alteration  of  the  issues ;  but  the  truth 
Was»  that  there  were  not  one-fourth  of  the  banks  in  Ireland 
^t  present  that   there   were  in  1804.      An  argumept  had 
l^en  urged  against  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committed, 
ibat  it  was  incompatible  with  the  public  safety.     Without 
Miquiriag  into  the  degree  in  which  public  safety  might  be 
^ected   by  adopting  the   recommendatioii  oF  the  Com« 
wiUeie,  be  wished  to  have  taken  into  consideration  what 
ipighi  be  the  danger  of  not  adopting  it»    if  it  was  possible 
^lat  evil  consequences  could  follow  from. that  measure,  it 
9it^t  at  least  be  allowed  that  there  was  some  risk  in  post- 
]^ning  it*     If,  Circumstanced   as  our  currency  was,  the 
commerce  of  tli^  country  should  continue  to  be  carried  on 
*   as  at  preseiit,  it  must  be  allowed  that  it  would  be  involved  ^ 
141  tbe  curredcy*     Bat  who  bad  the  control  and  the  con- 
dnct  of  tka^  cufrencyP    The  right  Uaiv>m'abie  i^entlemao. 


91  the  head  of  the  Admioistration  was  not  the  conductor  of 
that  ciirret^cy;  Parliament  were  not  the  conductors;  bi^t 
the  twenty-four  gentlemen  who  were  Bank  Directors  were 
its  conductors.  The  system  of  the  country  had  changed 
the  nature  of  the  commerce  of  the  country,  which  was  now 
founded  upon  speculation ,  since  so  great  a  facility  was  af- 
forded of  obtaining  credit* 

Sir  Thomas  Turton  paid  some  compliments  to  the  Bullion 
Gommittee^  who  he  believed  had  acted  from  the  purest 
motives,  and  who>  instead,  of  doing  any  injury  to  the 
country  by  giving  rise  to  the  present  discussion^  would,  in 
the  end,  be  of  service  to  it^  as  the  wisdom  and  great  talents 
of  the  Hoase  would,  he  trusted,  set  the  question  finally  at 
rest.  While  he  differed  from  his  colleague  (Mr.  H. 
Thornton)  in  opinion  upon  this  question,  he  agreed  with 
him  in  saying  that  it  lay  within  a  very  narrow  compass. 
It  was  said  that  the  depreciation  was  a  proof  of  over  issue  ; 
bat  bow  could  that  be  said  to  be  excess  which  was  not 
more  than  equal  to  the  demand  i  He  then  went  into  a 
state  of  ouf  revenue  at  different  periods  compared  with  the 
present,  and  drew  the  inference  that  the  issues  of  bank- 
paper  had  not  risen  in  proportion  to  the  rise,  of  that 
reveniie.  There  was  nothing  lilie  a  redundancy.  What' 
was  the  internad  trade  of  the  country  ?  From  Mr.  WhiUi 
more's  evidence  it  appeared,  that  there  was  paid  evtry  day, 
OD  the  counters  of  tne  bankers  of  this  metropolis,  not  less 
than  five  millions.  He  then  went  into  several  other  causes 
that  might  have  occasioned  the  unfavourable  exchange^ 
without  attributing  it  to  depreciation,  such  as  the  unprece* 
dented  state  of  our  trade,  and  the  immense  supplies  of  corn 
which  we  liad  lately  drawn  from  the  Continent. 

Mr.  Manning  began  by  vindicating  the  late  Governor 
of  the  Bank  from  the  insinuations  thrown  out  againi»t  him 
by  the  learned  gentleman  who  opened  %\\^  debate.      He^ 
■aid,  that  with  respect  to  any  observations  which  he  might 
offer  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  he  wished  to  be  under* 
stood  as  merely  stating  his  own  individual  opinion,  and 
as  one  not  authorised  or  commissioned  by  the  Bank  to 
speak  their  sentiments.    A  charge  had  been  made  against 
the  Bank,  that  they  had  been  guil|y  of  a  wanton  issue  of 
bank  notes  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  to  the  amount  of 
three  millions ;  it  was,  however,  ni)t  a   little  remarkable  * 
that  this  very  issue,  which  had  been  do  eensured,  had  h&^, 
rscommended  by  ihe  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committer* 

Vol..  III.~l«ll.  U 


In  tb«  two  fint  weeks  of  July^  1809,  the  Ittue  of  bwk 
pott  bills  amonoted  to  7.890^. ;  m  the  correspondii^  week^ 
ibr  July,  1810,  at  the  time  of  the  fitikires^  at  Salisborjr  and 
Exeter,  the  Ksne  of  bank  post  bills  adidunted  to  t4»500l. 
so  that  there  was  but  an  eitcess  o(  7000/.  over  the  ifsue  at 
the  same  period  in  the  foriher  year.  Notwithstanding  the 
great  and  material  difference  in  the  circumstances  of  those 
two  periods,  there  had  been  in  addition  to  ihis^an  issue  of 
tmall  notes  between  the  preceding  June  and  the  October' 
folluwin^i  to  the  Hmonnt  of  a  million  and  a  half.  At 
honourable  friend  ol'lim  (Mr.  Hu<^kisson)had»  in  thecourstf 
of  his  9|x^(  h  hist  nifi^ht,  contended  that  bank«notes  could 
lepreient  nothing;  hnt  so  much  in  gold  coin.  He  was  not 
aware  of  any  Roy^tl  Procl  »roalion,  or  of  any  Act  of  Pktrlia* 
meni,  which  made  hank-notes  the  represetrtation  of  so  mucb 
in  bullicm  ;  but  <o  shew  that  this  was  not  altogether  a  neir 
ciise,  or  one  that  couki  >e  traced  to  causes  which  never  ex« 
isteii  till  noW|  he  bey^^l  leave  to  refer  them  to  the  authority 
of  their  own  joumuls,  where»  so  far  bnck  as  the  year  1690, 
they  would  find  that  thescarcity  of  gold  and  silver  currencr 
was  then  attributed  to  seven  different  causes,  many  of  whick 
exist  at  present.  Sir  Edward  Goke  is  reported^  in  the  first 
voltime  of  the  Joornals,  page  570,  to  have  traced  the 
scarcity  of  money  at  that  time  to  the  following  causes— firstf 
goldsmiths  melting  the  gold  and  silver;  secondly,  gilding; 
thirdly,  loss  by  exchange ;  fourthly,  more  imports  than  ex- 
ports i  fifthly,  the  East-lndia  Company ;  sixthly,  the  impoi* 
tationsof||freat  quantitira  o(  French  wines ;  and  seventhly,  the 
balance  ot  trade  being  against  us.  Now  at  that  time  there 
was  no  paper  currency »  and  no  bank  till  seventy-three  yeart 
aftcrwiards,  when  the  Bank  ^as  established  in  169S.  In  his 
Tiew  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  Bank  restriction  in 
1797,  •  they  appeared  to  hm  io  be  chiefly  reducible  to  ther- 
'then  very  great  and  prevalent  alarm  of  invasion.  Even  tha 
order  then  made  by  Government^  obliging .  the  farmen  em. 
the  mfuritime  coasts  to  remove  their  stock  and  profendietr  fiii 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  bud  the  effect  of  extending 
this  alarm  so  much  amongst  tliat  description  of  peraiins^  thai 
ihfiy  were  eyery  where  sdling  off  their  Imds  and  farms,  and 
Converting  their  substJifice  into  gold — so  that,  bad  it  not  beea 
for  the  well-timed  and  seftsopable  restriction  which  thea 
took  place,  be  doubted  if  there  would  tiave  been  left  a  singli 
cninea  in  the  Bank^of  £ngbuid«  In  the  October  followmg^ 
hammwm,  when  the  alami  hid  foaMwhat  snhsariffdi  the  BMHt 
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of  JEaghnd  dwkmd  to  thirt  Houte  Iheir  raadliMii  te  nrame 
UMir  emh  paynicntt ;  but  the  House,  notwithMandin?  sucli 
« vdeeiinMoi  was  on  their  table,  pasaed  an  Act  ooutinQtnjp 
the  RttrictHNi  during  the  war.     With  mpect  to  the  DiNo* 
ton  of  the  Bunk,  he  affirmed  that  they  had  all  alon^erinced 
the  greatest  anziefy  to  return  to  payments  in  specie,  as  soon 
as  It  could  be  Hone  ooosistently  with  the  oouotry**  safefV. 
la  his  jud^rment  that  tiJbe  was  not  yet  arrifed.-^^Vbat  he 
laid  of  the  Directors  applied  with  still  greater  force  to  tho 
Froprietors,  for  he  believed  that  they  in  general  were  so 
circumstanced  as  to  feel  a  greater  interest  in  the  prosperity 
aad  weirare  of  the  public  than  in  thoseof  the  Bank,  coitlJ 
they  be  inconsistent  with  the  former.    On  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  the  Bank  gare  Gi»vemra<*nt  three  milliona 
without  internt,  and  the  country  participated  in  that  bene- 
MC«     He  had  purposely  avoided  the  deep  and  involved 
intricacies  in  the  doctrine  of  exchange,  leaving  that  subject 
to  those  who  were  so  much  better  qualified  to  discuss  it 
than  be  was.    At  the  same  time  he  must  avow  himself  to  be 
one  of  those  plain  practical  iiien,  now  quite  out  of  fashion^ 
who  thought  that  the  amount  of  payments  was  of  great 
insportance  in  regulating  the  exchange  (Heari)    That 
ttchange  depend^  much  upon  the  balance  of  trade,  nay,  oa 
opinion,  in  which  he  was  supported  by  no  less  an  aQthority 
Iban  that  of  Mr.  Tooke*    These  two  principles  might  assist 
Aem  much  in  forming  their  judgments  on*  this  questioit^ 
fiovided  they  hastened  to  no  conclusion  without  a  strict 
lefeience  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  present  times* 
In  Uie  Baltic  trade,  840  shi[)s,  laden  with  exports  from  this 
coontry,  had  been  confiscated  in  the  course  of  the  last  year. 
It  was  allowed  that  there  had  not  been  any  relaxation  iu'the 
lestrietions  imposed  npon  the  continental  banks.— The  mill* 
tary  expenses  of  the  army  might  be  set  down  at  twelve 
asillions;  the  grain  imported  seven  millions;  and  the  ex* 
pence  of  freight  four  millions  and  a  half.     He  here  prb« 
<9eeded  to  show,  by  a  series  of  figures,  that  the  demands  of 
the  country,  and  the  pressure  of  its  existing  circtimstHncc^j 
tequired  a  circulation  of  upwards  of  twenty-four  millions^ 
which  was  more  than  the  actual  p^i)er  issue  of  the  Banl^, 
which  had  been  complained  of  as  so  e  ^cessive.      In  oiie  of 
the  publications  upon  this  siihj  ct  by  an  honourable  menabt*r> 
Ibere  was  a  proposition  of  iiisrituling  another  enolr.r(i> red 
bank  for  the  purpose  of  pre  vent  iiij^  the  rxo<*s.^ivi'  i>5i«ji"of 
faper.    Thi^i  he  coutessed,  appeared  to  bun  to  be  rather  m 
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curious  mode  of  limitinc^  the  issue  of  paper^  since  it  struck^ 
him  that  if  there  were  two  national  banks  there  must  be  r 
double  issue  of  paper.  It  had  been  also  ij^rged,  thaitheije 
ought  to  be  more  banks  of  deposit,  and  a  much  less  nirmber 
of  discount  banks.*— With  respect  to  the  city  of  London,  be 
could  only  say,  that  of  the  serenty  banks,  but  thirty-three 
bad  licence  to  discount;  that  of  these,  thirteen  did  not 
make  use  of  that  licence,  aqd  that  therefore  there  were  but 
twenty*tbiee  prifate  banks  which  were  merely  discount 
banks.  As  to  what  had  been  said  of  the  stiver,  he  stated 
that  there  had  been  stamped  in  the  course  of  that  year  in  the 
goldsniiths-hall  143,000  pounds  weight  of  silver,  which  for 
•xceeded  the  average  of  any  former  year.— -He  next  adverted 
to  a  passaj^  in  Mr.  Huskisson's  pamphlet,  in  which  he 
contends  that  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  guinea  b  more  than 
its  nominal  value ;  but  that  did  not  prove  the  bank  note 
to  be  worth  less.  He  read  a  passage  from  a  private  letter  to 
the  same  effect t  Rnd  cited  several  passages  fronok  a  pamphlet 
published  by  Sir  F.  Baring  in  Novem^r  1797,  in  support 
of  the  general  expediency  of  making  bank*notes  a  Iqpil 
tender  during  the  war,  and  stating  it  as  a  principle  that  crrait 
ought  never  to  be  made  subject  to  convulsions,  and  that  even 
R  chanffe  from  good  to  better  ought  not  to  be  allowed  but. 
upon  tne  certain .  expectation  Df  its  remaining  so  pernia«. 
nentljstia  otherwise  retrograde  movements  might  be  attended 
with  consequences  which  were  incalculable.  .  (iff ear,  Aearl) 
Such  were  (he  opinions  of  no  slight  authority  at  a  lime  iiv 
ihany  respects  similar  to  the  present,  and  for  the  greater  part 
cl'tfae  reasons  upan  which  those  opinions  rested,  as  well  as 
for  sundry  others,  he  thought  that  at  present,  ami,  perhaps, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  the.  restrictions  ought  not 
to  be  removed.  If  the  concluding  Resolution  proposed  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  (Homer)  should  be  adopted,  it 
would  lead  to  the  greatest  possible  mischief*  It  woold  open 
the  flood-eate  to  let  out  all  the  specie  from  this  country, 
without  the  chance  of  its  coming  back  again ;  and  that 
money  which  was  now  in  the  Bank,  bud  might  at  any 
period  be  converted  to  the  most  useful  purposes  for  the 
country,  would  be  let  out  from  the  place  where  it  wap  now 
safely  lodged,  ai^d  transferred  to  the  furtherance  of  tbp 
enemy's  cause.  He  should  conclude  by  merely  remarking, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Legislature  in  the  years  1800  and 
1801,  when  twenty  millions  pf  specie  were  Rllowed  to  go 
o.ut  of  the  country,  and  to  overturn  the  bRlance  of  tnulei 
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shook!  be  a  ifamin^  to  us  on  the  present  occasion*  He  mm 
clearly  of  opinion  the  restriction  ou^ht  to  be  conttoaed 
during  the  war,  and  he  should  enter  his  protest  agaiast  iti 
being  sooner  taken  off. 

Afr.  Baring  thought  it  perfectly  superfluous  in  hiniy 
after  the  able  discussions  which  the  principle  and  details  of 
the  Report  had  undergone,  to  enter  at  length  into  that  part 
of  the  subject  which  had  been  so  futly  gone  into.  Ha 
begged,  howereri  to  throw  out  his  opinion,  and  view  of  a 
quotion,  which  he  conceived  of  the  most  extreme  import- 
ance. His  opinion^as  to  the  exchange,  were  certainly  con* 
ibrmable  to  those  stated  in  the  Report,  and  detailed  in  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  had 
tnrougbt  forward  the  <)ueslion.  He  certainly  agreed  that 
there  was  a  depreciation  of  our  paper  currency,  for  no  otheF 
term  except  that  of  depreciation  could  he  find  capable  of 
GCNiveyinghb  meaning;  his  wish  by  the  use  of  the  term 
depreciation  being  to  convey,  that  it  no  longer  bo<e  that 
Talue  which  at tacTied  to  the  precious  metals  it  purported  to 
lepiesent.  He  did  not  agree,  however,  that  this  deprecia* 
tion  was  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  excess  of  the  circular 
tioo  of  paper,  but  to  the  state  of  trade,  and  the  balance  of 
exchange  being  against  us.  This  depression,  however, 
could  not  exist,  \i  it  were  not  for  the  state  in  which  our 
paper  had  been  placed.  His  mind  was  so  firmly  made  upon 
this  subject,  that  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  trouble  him* 
fielfin  reading  the  publications  of  those  wlio  argued  other* 
wise.  If  any  person  were  to  tell  him  that  gald  bore  ono 
price  in  London  and  another  in  Westminster,  he  shou]d  not 
believe  him,  convinced  as  he  must  be  that  he  laboured  under 
inisinformation  or  misappreheasion  of  the  subject.  That 
there  must  be  an  excess  of  p^per  he  did  not  deny ;  ^and  he  also 
confessed  that  this  excess  of  paper  had  raised  the  price  of 
every  commodity,  and  of  goid  with  the  others.  The  reasoa 
was  obvious.  i9iny  country  having  a  circulation  of  the  pre* 
Clous  metals,  it  naturally  corrected  itself;  but  no  such  limit 
applied  to  paper.  The  grand  origin  of  the  rise  of  gold, 
however,  was  the  state  of  trade,  and  balance  of  exchange 
being  against  us.  As  this  point  was  disputed,  and  as  it  was 
doubted  whether  it  was  the  excess  of  paper,  or  the  i>alance 
of  trade  which  had  turned  the  exchange  against  us,  he  should 
beg  to  read  the  opinion  of  the  editor  of  Smith's  Wealth  of 
^^ations  on  this  subject,  who  says,  '^  Hitherto  notes  answer 
our  purpose,  and  so  will  they  so  long  as  there  is  a  balance  of 
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trade  te  Mr  ftivour ;  but  tlie  nmnmt  the  betaMs  of  Crad* 
h  agaliMt  iM,  and  there  in  not  a  eircutation  ready  to  meet  it» 
that  moment  there  will  bft  a  depveciatidn  of  oar  notes/*-^ 
Now,  though  this  was  bat  the  opinion  of  a  writer  upon  this 
pnbject,  slitt  bein^  expremtve  of  his  opinion  as  to  what  would 
bappen,  he  was  more  inclined  to  give  credit  to  it  than  to 
any  of  the  fifty  pamphlets  brought  forth  since  the  thing  hat 
actuaUy  taken  place.  He  did  not  dei^  that  there  wb^s  aq 
jiiereaae  of  bank  paper ;  but  this  was  occasioned  by  circum* 
stances  which  renders)  the  increase  necessary.  The  evil  was 
not  attributable,  in  n  principal  degree,  to  the  paper,  but  to 
the  state  of  trade ;  ana  if  a  change  in  trade  took  place,  the 
txcban^  if ould  in  a  great  measure  rescne  itself.  It  ha4 
been  said  there  was  no  difierence  in  yalue  at  present  between 
notes  and  gold  in  shops  t  if  the  system  to  which  he  shonid 
shortly  allude  was  snieied  to  go  on,  no  doubt  there  would 
^oon  be  a  diierence.  'VC^e  should  gee  mutton  to  be  sold 
fer  Sd.  per  tb.  if  to  be  paid  for  in  gold  ;  at  M.  if  to  be 
paid  for  in  paper.  If  a  remedy  of  a  proper  kind  was 
not  speedily  adopted,  the  House  must  be  obliged  to  make 
this  paper  a  legal  tender  for  debt ;  else  we  might  see  a  per-, 
son  sent  to  prison  for  dd>t  with  his  coflSers  full  of  bank  paper. 
A  rijpht  honourable  gentleman  (  Mn  Huskisson )»  in  his 
Speech  of  last  night,  had  talked  as  if  he  tras  proposing  what 
wouhl  be  a  proper  circulating  medium  for  a  new  country 
which  had  never  yet  bad  any  political  existence.  lie 
teemed  at  if  he  had  slept  during  the  last  and  present  most 
calamitous  and  extraordfinary  o^  alt  wars,  and  tc4d  us  what 
Kr  Isaac  Newton  and  Mr.  Locke  said  on  theserabjects.  They^ 
however,  had  argued  onlv  on  speculation,  and  could  have 
|iad  no  conception  of  such  a  country,  or  of  such  a  state  of 
things  as  that  which  we  now  witnttsed.  When  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  came,  however,  to  the  time  of  Mr. 
Fitt,  he  told  the  House  that  he  never  had  an  idea,  nor  ever 
intended  for  a  moment  that  there  should  be  an  alteration  in 
the  value  of  paper  compared  with  gold.  He  (Mr.  Baring) 
taid  it  wat  impossible.  Restriction  itself  implied  a  differ- 
tnee ;  and  the  onlv  question  that  could  remain,  must  bf 
merely  this,  should  it  be  more  or  less  ?  To  what  extent 
thould  -this  didbrenee  go  ?  This  implied  a  depreciation. 
Excess  always  found  itt  own  check ;  but  the  moment  restric- 
tion came,  all  check  erased.  No  extent  of  trade  could  ever  re- 
^qiie  a  Restriction  Bill ;  but  when  the  people  came  to  raise 
a  fictitious  property,  they  must  give  it  a  circulating  mediimi ; 
and  as  the  circulating  medium  here  selected  could  not  snppoit 


it«  iFdtw  ib«Md,  tt  mtmt  I<Me  Amt  fvqiiitini  rfbsticlty,  and 
nwducek  balance  <if  exchange  a^intC  this  eounffy.  An 
MnooraUe  fetitlfinaii  m  the  beneli  beneath  bim  (Mr.  Viiii* 
mttart)  Had  said,  that  thefiinds  haci  ndthinif  to  do  tvifh  thia^ 
He  (Mr.  Bafing)!  on  the  contrary,  thought  they  hm\  a  gtrtd 
deaf  tcrdd  with  it.  A  compafatiyeTtetTof  (bt*  money  n\m^ 
Awing  tlie  preieiit  war  would  shew  this.  In  the  ytur  1793^ 
inmnidlatety  pfeyiona  to  tbe  war^  the  tnm  raised  was  17 
ibMionsandahatf,  Intheyedr  l7M,thesiiniwas4Amill{ons{ 
and  from  this  saad  ft  eontinaed  to  incmiM>)  amountin;^  in  ona 

2 ear  to  06  milH<Mis ;  and  in  the  piesrnt  yt'^r^  by  takes  and  the 
mn,  the  sam  niissrt  wmiM  be  opwanfs  ot  ijO  millions f  He,  fat 
one^  entertained  seiyous  doubts  if  any  cirentafion  coold  bo 
found,  not  leadinf  the  ootintry  to  ruin,  to  supply  an  iif« 
crease  of  from  17  millions  and  a  hnlf  in  the  year  179S,  to 
nearly  100  miHions  in  the  year  IStl.  The  honourable 
Baronet  opposite  (Sir  J.  Sinclair)  mi|i^ht  bciast  of  his  im« 
piovements  in  ai^ricnltnre-^f>f  his  highways  and  canals-*^ 
and  s«rely  the  country  was  in  a  high  state  of  irapro?emieilt 
-^bot  what  dc*gree  of  impvorement  would  be  necessary  ttf 
feed  such  a  system  ?  To  do  so^  we  mnst  put  a  flctif  ions  ▼aiaa 
npon  erery  tbinjf;  in  the  country— land  let  at  SOr.  most  be 
supposed  to  bn*  worth  40r.  and  so  on  in  proportion-  Ha 
fecollect(*d  the  Income  Tax  wss  calculated  to  be  raised  on  a 
capital  of  100  millions;  but  now  we  raised  90  millioni 
within  the  year.  Tbe  Income  Tax  prodaoed  about  if 
millions,  but  we  mised  90  millions,  nearly  to  the  extent  of 
what  was  once  dreaded  as  the  extent  of  the  whole  National 
Debt,  and  io  which  when  the  National  Debt  should  amount^ 
U  was  thought  the  country  most  be  ruined.  To  support  such  a 
system,  we  must  give  a  fictitious  ralne  to  property,  and 
muirt  h<i?e  a  ficiitious  medium  of  circulation  for  carrying  it 
on.  The  first  grand  step  taken  by  Mr.  PiU  was  an  artificial 
ijrstem  of  finjincetf  Suppose  this  to  go  oii)  and  that  inst^ 
of  90  millioBs,  we  must  raise  180  tnilliona  ;«*^then  that  it 
should  require  io  be  raised  .to  360  millions.  If  it  cewM 
laat  till  we  saw  this^  would  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
any  that  all  was  right  ?  Yet  to  this  it  must  come,  unless  a 
change  of  system  immediately  took  place.  Yet  When  a 
(iepreciatbn  of  our  paper  was  stated  to  haTe  taken  pbioe, 
what  said  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ?  ^*  Oh,  it  is  aU 
tbrongh  the  Bank.**  He  (Mr.  Baring^  said,  it  all  arose  front 
tbe  system  of  finanee.  The  right  honoumbie  gentleman 
bimself  said  last  year,  that  every  thing  depended  on  a  reform 
ia  oor  fiaaaces^  and  bringing  our  expenditure  and  income 
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together.  Heie^loweycr,  he  had  begun  at'tlic  vrrong  end. 
}le  should  liave  begun  fir^  with  finance^  and  From  that  have 
proceeded  Jo  paper.  In  this  country  everj^  thing  was  done 
t>j  funding.  The  mass  of  the  evil  was  to  be  found  in  the 
national  debt,  and  not  in  the  circulating  medium.  No  per- 
son'coold  look  ai  £1  millions  being  the  amount  of  bank 
paper  iii  pirculation  witli^any  degree  of  apprehension;  all 
ure  had  aiiv  right  to  took  to  with  apprehension,  was  this  mass 
of  national  debt.  Till  lie  saw  the  -attention  of  Parliament 
^called  to  our  finlTnce  systenrf^  he  could  not  think  the  country 
•ate ;  but  if  we  set  zealously  about*  it,  the  object  might  yet 
\te  accomplished  with  comparatively  trifling  sacrifices. 
.  Mr.  IJuskissoH  explained,  that  be  had  thought  it  his  duty- 
to  confine  himself  to  the  qut'stion  before  them. 

Jlfr,.Btfrii7g  also  explained. 

Mr.  ^harpe  was  extremely  unwilling  to  press  himself  ' 
upon  the  House  ;  bntvat  the  same  time, lie  was'anxious  to 
deliver  himself,  and  other  Members  of  the  Committee)  by 
whom  the  Report  had  be^n  made,  of  a  pharge  brought 
against  them  by  a  noble  Lord  (Castlereagh),  who  accused 
toem  of  retroceding  from  the  opinion  once  formed  by  them 
on  the  subject  of  that  Report.     He  could  affirm,  that  he  ' 
did  not  know  a  single  instance  of  any  change  of 'opinion  in 
any  Member  of  the  Committee  after  he  had  once  come  to 
an  epinion.upon  the  subject.  A  scill  more  important  charge^ 
however,  had  been  made  against  them  in  another  quarter^  ' 
and  that  was  of  treating  lightly  one  of  the  highest  moral 
duties.     He  was  the  more  peculiarly  struck  with  this  charge 
coming  from  the  person  by  whom  it  was  made,  and  cheered 
by  a  still  higher  person,  from  whom   he  still  less  expected, 
any  the  most  distant  allusion  to  such  a  subject.    They  were' 
charged  with  treating  lightly  the crime^f  perjury;  and  this 
charge  was  made  against  them  by  a  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  cheered  by  the  head  of  an  Administration, 
whose  marked  and  uniform  system  had  been  to  grant  li*- 
cences  to  vessels  to  sail  with  simulate  or  forged  and  fraudu* 
)ent  papers,  which  could  onlj  be  obtained,  or  at  least  be 
successfully   used,  by  fraud  and  perjury  combined.     He 
thought  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Keporr,  and  in  the 
speeches  which  had  been  made  in  support  of  it,  dear  to  a 
demonjstration.    He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Committee 
would  see  the  propriety  of  returning  to  what  his  honourable 
friend  called  the  true  principles  of  currency,  leaving  tp 
merited  contempt  that  climax  of  absurd  definitions  tp  wtlich 
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the  noble  Lord  (Castlertagh)  bad  in  kk  tfmA  kll  ttight 
added  the  apex.    The  pretest  ttalt  ef  tUogi  had  been  re- 
ferred to  taxation  and  the  tmbarraaiiiMiit  of  trade.    But 
Hamburgh  and  HolUnd  were  tabbed  lotbrtodiitfeeaet; 
and  jet,  as  they  had  nut  the  cowardice  to  retort  to  the  mem* 
sure  to  which  this  coontrj  had  been  drifea  in  J797.  the 
exchange  was  in  their  fat  our.    Ptets  itself  was  well  taatd» 
and  yet  from  its  metallic  correaqr,  the  exchange  was  in  its 
favour.     But  it  had  been  said  it  was  in  our  farour  with 
respect  to  Sweden.    Though  he  was  aware  how  the  case 
really  stood^  yet  he  bad  inquired  of  the  Swedish  Consul, 
and  was  told»  as  he  expected,  that  the  exchange  was  SO  per 
cent,  more  in  favour  of  Hamburgh  than  of  this  countiy* 
^With  respect  to  the  depreciation»  be  bad  some  fiicts  to 
Mate.    In  the  island  of  Guemtey)  the  guineas  were  oaid  to 
our  own  troops  at  twenty*tbree  shillingteach;  ana  eren 
this  had  lately  been  refbsra.    It  btdy  happened  that  a  gen- 
tleman had  received  1,000  guineas  in  Bftcw,  which  he  was 
.desirous  of  investing  in  the  funds*    He  was  infonned  that 
the  Three  per  cents,  were  at  64.    He  then  asked,  whether 
he  could  have  them  lower  if  he  paid  the  purchase*money  in 
specie^  and  in  point  of  fact  be  bought  them  at  60.    The 
matter  would  come  at  last  to  two  prices.    A  debtor  wha 
tendered  bank-notes,  though  not  liable  to  arrest,  might  be 
taken  in  execution,  unless  he  paid  in  coin-^ind  when  the 
depreciation  proceeded,  that  coin  would  be  demanded,  and 
the  Legislature  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  adopting  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee,  or  of  making  bank- 
notes  in  all  cases  a  legal  tender.    They  might  as  well  think 
of  stopping  the  tide  at  Westminster-bridge,  as  of  stopping 
the  exportation  of  the  coin  under  the  present  circumstances. 
He  concluded  by  declaring  bis  full  assent  to  the  principles 
of  the  Report. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rose  and  said,  that 
it  would  be  an  inexcusable  want  of  duty  in  him,  if  he  should 
not  at  some^peridd  of  the  discussion  deliver  hi^  sentiments 
io  the  Committee  upon  this  mo^t  important  question:  and 
'it  appeared  to  him,  that  he  could  not  fix  upon  a  more  fa- 
vourable time,  than  if  he  were  to  follow  the  speeches  of  the 
two  honourable  Members  wlu>  had  last  addressed  theCom<« 
n)iaee;-^Members,  who  from  their extensijw  general  know- 
ledge, and  great  practical  experience,  were  best  qualified 
to  s^iTord  valuable  information  upon  such  a  subject  as  that 
under  consideration.  The  latter  of  these  bonourable  Meai« 
Vol.  111.-1811^  X* 
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ben  hid  ^'i^  &  ^^^  ^^^  deckled  opinion,  that  tinless  Par^ 
liaraent  sliall  add|>t  Iho  fiOggettiotiB  of  the  Bollion  Com* 
asittee,  the  Oftli  of  the  existing  state  of  the  circulation 
cannot  be  corrected;  whilst  tbeTbnner  had  given  as  ctear 
and  decided  an  opvateni  that  the  fecotnmKndation  to  adopt 
the  svggesiiena  of  ifcat  Committee  was  a  proposition  not  ca* 
pable  of  being  supported  upon  any  sound  tiew  of  the  exisU 
ing  circvrostanoes  of  the  conntry*     One  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  bad  distinctly  stated  it  to  be  bis  opinion,  that 
tfae  idea  of  making  the  Bank  pay  its  notes  ih  specie  was  im*' 
possible,  and  in1he  hif^hest  degree  absurd  ;  that  the  thing 
was  not  practicable;  and  was  ahogether  out  of  the  reach  of 
our  merchants)  daring  the  continuanee  of  the  pfvseht  cir> 
cumstancesof  thia  oaontry  and  of  the  world  toprocore  gold 
to  be  sabekitnted  for  tike  actaai  currency,     llie  other  ho» 
nonrable  gentleman,  on  the  contrary,  had  fitrenaously  con«- 
tended  ttMt  nothioi^  coold  save  the  nation  from  those  evils 
with  which  it  was  threater)«d>  but  a  reeonrse  to  that  verv 
measure  so  declared  to  be  wholly  impractiealfcle.     In  thi^ 
fltale  the  consifleration  of  thie  question  ideated,  so  far  as  those 
honourable  gentlemen   were  concerned.    For  himsetf,  he 
agreed  with  both^  tliat  this  was  $,  question  of  importanee, 
invohring  ne  less  than  every  thing  tnat  was  dear  to  the  in* 
lerests  and  the  welfaie  of  the  country.     It  remained  for  the 
Coiumitiee  to  decide,  whether  it  should  adopt  a  proposition 
which  they  wbie  told  upon  such  authority  Was  absurd  and 
iaipracticable-*-wbether  they  should  desist  ftotk  maititain* 
ing  that  state  of  the  currency  which  was  essential  to  thl^  eir« 
istence,  the  security,  and  prosperity  of  the  fnanafactures 
and  indjiistry  of  the  nation.     If  they  could  be  persuaded  to 
adopt  sttch^  a  course,  they  would  es^tingnfsh  those  means 
from  which  alone  they  could  look  for  the  posalbility  oj^re« 
currence  to  the  former  state  of  the  circulating  medium.    He 
must  here  beg  of  the  Committee  not  to  suppose,  that  the 
question  was  to  be  considered  merely  as  a  question  of  depre- 
ciation without  reference  to  the  particular  circumstances  of 
the  present  times.     And  in  this  view  he  most  agree  with  tfae 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Baring),  in  thinking 
if  somewhat  strange  that  his  honourable  friend  <Mr.  Hus- 
kiason)  should  on  a  forR>er  night  have  represented  it  as  not 
necessarily  connected   with  any  practical  question.     His 
honours  hie  friend,  in  taking  tbat^view  of  it,  seemed  to  him 
to  occupy  him8(*U't<  o  ni«ich  upon  the  deBnition  of  a  word: 
but  he  mutt  reo;indiiis  honourable  friend^  ibat  if  bethought 
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it  a  question  of  depreciation  OS  ]  J,  it  was  not  in  that  view 
ottJj  that  he  had  diacassed  it.  When  tlie  object  of  the 
propositions  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  was 
to  lead  to  the  adoption  of  some  measure  for  limiting  the 
issues  of  bank  |)aper,  the  question  could  not  properly  be 
considered  as  confined  to  depreciation,  but  as  including 
also  considerations  of  a  praaical  nature.  At  that  period  of 
the  debate,  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  iuto  much  detail ;  but 
consistently  with  his  feelings  upon  the  subject,  he  consi* 
deped  it  bis  duty  to  recall  the  Committee  to  ilie  real  sf^ie  of 
the  question.  It  appeared  to  be  contended  on  the  part  of 
the  gentlemen  who  maintained  the  opinions  of  the  Com- 
mittee stated  in  their  Keport,  that  the  cuirencj  was  depre* 
oi^led-'^-that  the  depreciation  arose  from  an  excess  of  bank 
papeiv-Kind  that  the  evils  resulting  from  that  cause  were  so 
great,  as  to  make  it  incumbent  on  Parliament  to  take  some 
measures  which  would  have  the  effect  of  reducing  that  ex- 
cess of  paper.  On  the  other  band  it  was  contended,  that 
no  proof  was  adduced  of  the  excess  of  the  general  circula- 
tion— that  no  proof  was  produced  of  any  depreciation"— that 
BO  direct  proof  whatever  had  been  attempted  to  be  shown 
of  either — and  that  what  bad  been  substituted  for  such  di- 
rect proof,  could  not  be  received  in  support  of  what  had 
been  brought  forward  by  those  who  supported  the  opinions 
of  the  Committee.  As  to  the  excess,  he  should  ask,  how 
did  they  know  of  it?  Beyond  what  was  the  excess,  if  it 
existed f  According  to  the  principle  of  bis  honourable 
firieod  (Mn  Huskisson),  it  was  the  excess  beyond  wha( 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  currency,  if  there  had  been  no 
veatfiction  at  all, and  the  Bank  had  continuied  to  pdy  in  cash  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  beyond  what  was  found  necessary  for 
maintaining  the  wealth,  the  revenue,  and  the  tcade  of  the 
eonotry.  But  he  shouhi  contend,  that  there  was  no  proof 
of  an  excess  of  circulating  medium  beyond  what  e;^'isted  at 
the  time  of  the  restriction:  and  if  even  that  ijad  been 
proved,  yet  if  the  increase  were  not  prpved  to  be  more  than 
was  oecessarily  required  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  extend- 
ed commerce,  trade,  manufactures,  and  revenue  jof  the 
eonntry,  be  should  still  contend  that  there  was  no  proof  of 
excess.  His  only  diflerence  with  his  honouiable  Inend, 
then,  was  about  the  meanios:  of  a  word.  What,  he  would 
ask,  bad  been  the  state  of  this  country  since  the  comnience* 
meat  of  the  war?  Had  they  not  been  spending  more  out 
of  this  country  than  they  received  by  their  e:ikporife»  ?    ^f 
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things  had  been  going  on  as  before  the  restriction  took 
ptBce,  any  increase  of  the  circulation  might  be  said  to 
amount  to  excess;  but  when  circumstances,  such  as  those 
of  the  war  in  Spain,  had  occurred  to  require  an  increase  of 
circulation,  it  would  be  more  than  he  couid  admit,  at  least 
to  any  arguments  which  he  had  heard,  that  there  was  any 
excess,  or  that  the  circulating  medium  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nished. Every  honourable  member  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect would  admit  that  there  had  been  no  excess  of  currency 
before  the  restriction.  That  at  least  seemed  to  be  acknow* 
ledged  on  all  sides,  with  the  exception  of  the  honourable 
Member  who  begaki  the  discussion  that  night,  and  who  had 
maintained  that  even  then  there  had  been  an  excess.  Every 
other  gentleman  who  had  spoken,  &xed  the  limit  to  which 
it  would  be  desirable  to  carry  things  back  to  1797  :  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  alluded  was  of 
opinion,  that  they  should  recede  still  farther  back.  With 
respect  to  the  state  of  currency  which  was  not  excessive,  he 
should  take  that  opportunity  to  explain  his  meaning.  His 
opinion  was,  that  the  currency  was  not  excessive  if  it  ex<» 
isted  in  the  same  quantity  as  when  paper  was  convertible 
into  cash,  or  when  it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  for  do* 
meslic  interests  and  concerns  that  it  should  be  diminished, 
and  such  dio^inution  would  be  attended  with  great  practical 
inconvenience.  If  they  were  therefore  to  restore  the  circu* 
lating  mtdium  to  a  quantity  below  what  it  was  when  paper 
wag  convertible,  and  when  trade,  revenue,  manufactures, 
and  €K>maiierce,  were  less  than  at  present,  they  would  adopt 
R  meaaare  productive  of  much  and  extensive  inconvenience: 
they  would  withdraw  that  which  was  necessary  to  protect 
the  wealtb,  to  promote  the  industry,  and  to  quicken  and 
invigorate  the  enterprise  of  the  trade,  manufactures,  and 
commerce  of  the  nation.  Suppose,  for  instance,  thfit  wit^ 
a  circttlatiDg  medium  of  sixtv  millions,  consisting  of  the 
precious  metals,  tlie  country  nad  a  foreign  expenditure  of 
ten  millions  more  than  it  received  back  for  its  exports,  and 
that  that  expenditure  were  to  continue  for  four  years,  would 
it  not  ,be  the  inevitable  consequence,  that  to  meet  that  ex- 
penditure, the  circulation  of  sixty  would  be  reduced  to 
twenty  millions?  If  in  aid  of  this  reduced  circulation,  ten 
millious  of  paper  should  be  issued,  the  actual  circuUtion 
would  not  exceed  one-half  of  what  it  was,^  and  yet,  accord* 
'  ing  to  the  principle  of  his  honoorable  friend,  this  quaatity 
of  circulation,  reduced  b^  a  moiety  frem  what  it  had  been. 
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would  be  ID  excess  to  the  amoant  ofooe-third  of  its  existing 
quantity.     It  was  his  real  opinion,  that  if  this  country  had 
Dot  been  relieved  by  the  issue  of  paper,  there  would  be  less 
of  circulating  medium;  and  in  that  sense,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  so  meant  it,  there  might  be  excess.     But  be 
must  contend^  that  the  circulation  was  not  greater  than  was. 
required ;  that  there  had  been  more  gold  withdrawn  from 
the  circulation,  than  paper  added  to  it.     Ekit  the  gieat  ques^ 
tion  was,  whether,  in  the  drcumstances  in  which  the  coun- 
jtry  was  now  situated,  it  was  necessary  to  maintain  that  state 
of'currency  and  extent  of  circulutioo  which  were  estential 
to  enable  us  to  continue  the  war,  and  that  partiealar  de* 
scription  of  war  in  which  the  country  was  engaged ;  as  well 
as  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  tne  best  inte« 
rests,  foreign  and  domestic,  of  tnis  great  Empire.     At  e 
time  when  we  were  maintaining  so  gloriouaa  contest  abroad^ 
and  meeting  an  enlarged  expenditure  at  home,  it  appeared 
to  bim  a  material  advantage  that  we  should  have  a  curcula- 
tion  applicable  to  atl  the  purposes  of  domestic  use,  and  cal- 
culated to  keep  up  the  enterprize  and  activity  of  our  rnanu- 
factures  and  national  industry.    This  was  the  plain  ques* 
tion :  it  was  not  so  much,  theu,  a  quesiiqo  of  detiuition,  as 
of  political  consideration.   In  such  a  circulation  tbey  found 
the  best  means  of  invigorating  every  branch  of  national  in* 
dustry;  and  unless  it  should  be  maiutamed.  they  would  not 
be  enabled  to  continue  tl^e  present  contest,    llie  honour* 
able  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Baring)  had  stated  to  them 
wh^tibrmer  wars  bad  been,  when  war  led  to  poverty,  and 
poverty  to  peace;   but  he  had  also  described  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  war  such  as  the  present,  and  shown  that  it  could 
not  be. maintained  but  by  a  perseverance  in  the  same  princi* 
pies  of  circulation  which  had  hitherto  furnished  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  contest.     Was  the  Hou^  then  prepared, 
because  it  found  that  the  balance  of  payments  or  the  rates 
of  exchange  were  not  such  as  they  could  wish,  to  withdraw 
from  a  contest   upon  which  so  much  for  this   country 
and  for  the  worlo    depended?    Good  God!     Withdraw 
from  such  a  contest, — which  must  lead  lo  the  restora- 
tion of  the  ancient  relations  and  intercourse  of  nations — 
which  bad  for  itb  object  tbe  re-establishmeni  of  commerce 
upon   its   former  basis— when  if  commerce  should    be 
restored,  it  would  afford  eiBectually  the  means  of  bringing 
back  what  might  in  the  course  ot  such  a  contest  be  seui 
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out  of  the  circulation  ami  the  country^-aod  of  equalizing 
the  balances  and  exchange.  The  hinioarable  gentleman 
Vfho  spoke  last  had  satisfactorily  illirstraled  the  present 
stale  of  our  circulation,  by  exhibiting  what  we  might  have 
been,  in  the  picture  be  drew  of  other  places,  if  we  had  not 
a  domestic  currency  to  supply  the  place  of  coin  when  taken 
out  of  circulation.  Look  at  Hamburgh,  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ;  see  that  «he  has  not  had  the  cowardice  to 
resort  to  such  a  substitute  for  her  metallic  currency :  though 
her  trade  is  ruined,  and  her  independence  gone,  yet  retain- 
ing iter  metaiUc  medium,  the  exchanges  are  favourable!** 
Look  at  Holland,  too,  added  the  honourable  gentleman— 
see  how  she,  though  ruined  in  her  commerce,  and  bereft  of 
lier  existence  as  a  nation,  thouuh  equally  with  Hamburgh 
snbjecttd  toforegn  despotism  and  military  oppression,  still 
she  has  not  had  the  cowardice  to  adopt  the  ruinous  project 
of  subsiitutmg  paper  in  her  circulation  for  coin,  and  the 
exchange  is  favourable  to  her !  Happy  Hamburgh !  happy 
Holland !  that  in  the  midst  of  the  ruin  of  your  trade  and 
commerce,  and  wriihiug  under  the  pressure  of  a  foreign 
tyranny,  have  had  the  courage  to  abstain  from  the  issue 
of  paper^  and  to  secure  thereby  a  favourable  state  of  ex- 
change!!! It  was  by  no  means  his  wish  to  conceal  bia 
own  opinions,  or  to  blink  the  question  as  to  the  serious  con- 
sequences to  this  country,  wlucli  may  possibly  result  from 
the  circumstances  of  its  present  situation ;  but  whatever 
may  be  the  dangers  with  which  it  is  threatened,  whatever 
the  difficulties  with  which  it  is  beset,^  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  he  would  infinitely  prefer  the  state  and  cha- 
racter of  this  country,  with  its  cowardice  and  any  conse- 
quences of  danger  or  difficulties  that  may  attend  it,  to  the 
very  enviable  situ^ition  in  which  the  prowess  of  Hamburgh 
and  Holland  had  been  placed,  even  with  all  their  advan- 
tages of  a  favourable  state  of  exchange.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  contended,  that  op  the  doctrine  of  depre- 
ciation, the  If  rni  ^  excessive  issue  oF  bank  paper,'  which 
uas  alleged  to  be  the  cause  of  it,  was  only  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  a  word — and  nothing  could  be  more  exagge- 
rated than  the  ideas  of  those  who  argued  on  that  head.— 
He  insisted,  that  the  arguments  on  the  depreciation  of  the 
paper  currency  were  founded  on  a  mistaken  principle*  He 
denied  thiit  i;o!d  wns  a  standard,  or  silver  a  standard;  for 
gold  was  tied  do\ui  to  u  given  distinction,  mixed  with  siU 
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ver«  and  gold  conid  not  therefore  be  the  regalar  standard  of 
the  country.     He  had  no  doubt  but  a  recurrence  to  pay- 
ment  in  specie  mii^ht  have  a  very  grtjat  effect  on  the  ex* 
changes  abroad,  but  he  was  afraid  the  experiment  would  be 
the  total   ruin  of  the  country.     He  adverted  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  last  speaker  as  to  the  Bank  of  Paris.    The 
hononrable  gentleman  who    argued   on  it,  admitted   the 
Bank  at  Paris  had  met  with  gront  embarrassments;  but  they 
had,  he  said,  the  courage  to  meet  them.     Ii  might  be  re- 
collected, that  the  issue  of  that  Bank  whs  only  two  millions; 
and  if  that  sum  occasioned  those  great  embarrassments,  what 
must  be  the  nature  and  consequence  in  this  country  when  • 
thei^sum  was  so  much  larsrer?     In  1800  and  1801,  when  so' 
much  coin  was  wanted  nere,  the  money  sent  from  hence. 
made  a  material  alteration  in  the  exchange,  and  then  the 
pressure  was  very  great :  but  in  1802,  the  scarcity  was  at  an 
end,  and  the  pressure  ceased.     If  the  pressure,  then,  so 
much  decreased,  and  the  same  circumstances  have  prevailed 
within  the  last  two  years,  ought  we  not,  in  point  of  fair- 
ness, to  draw  the  same  inferences  from  the  present  time  as  we 
did  then?     He  agreed  perfectly  with  the  last  two  speakers, 
that  if  the  Bank  could  pay  in  specie,  and  depend  on  conti- 
Dtting  to  do  so,  it  would  be  most  desirable  they  should  be- 
gin immediately ;  but  if  they  began,  and  could  not  conti- 
ooe  it,  nothing  could  be  more  lamentable  than  their  failure 
—it  would  be  the  surest  way  of  accelerating  the  ruin  of  the 
country.     The  same  scarcity  has  lately  existed,  and  yet 
those  gentlemen  would   wish  to  limit  the   is^ue   of  bank 
.paper,  which  must  of  course  prevent  the  possibility  of  cjir- 
rying  on  the  war  on^the  Continent,  than  which   no  event 
more  fatal  to  the  interests  of  this  country  or  of  Europe 
could  possrbly  happen.     The  honourable  gentleman  who 
moved  the  first  Kesolutions,  bad  himself  arJmitted,  that  it 
vas  now  necessary  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour ;  hut  if 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  of  which  he  was  the 
Chairman,  should  be  adopted,  to  carry  on  the  war  would 
be  impossible.     He  (Mr.  Perceval)  was  convinced  it  was 
now  more  than  ever  necessary  to  carry  on  the  struggle  in 
which  wc  are  engaged  ;  and  yet  if  the  issues  of  the  Bank 
were  now  to  be  diminished,  it  would  be  impracticable,  and 
the  country  would  be  ruined  by  withdrawing:  from  the  con- 
test.    Upon  the  principle  of  justice,  as  well  as  policy,  the 
Committee  ought  ^to  guard  against  such  a  measure ;  for,  if 
adopted)  it  would  not  only  be  without  evidence^  but  contrary 
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to  evidence,  and  ibe  coDsequenoeji  most  be  most  fatal  to  oar 
deares^  interests. 

Mf,  Canning  uBLid^  that  after  the,  ample  discnssion  the 
question  had  received  from  gentlemen  whose  habits  and 
situations  made  them  so  adequate  to  the  subject^  he  should 
trespass  on  the  Committee  only  to  say  ho^  far  the j. ought 
to  go.  He  believed  more  good  had  at  all  times  arisen  from 
discussion  of  ihe  most  delicate  questions  than  avoiding  it; 
but  whether  that  might  now  be  the  case  or  not*  the  question 
had  come  before  them,  and  it  mast  be  determined.  If  it 
were  not  proper  to  be  discussed,  it  should  not  have  been 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee,  and  they 
ordered  to  make  a  report  on  it.  As  it  now  stood,  they 
were  bound  to  go  on.  In  arguing  the  question,  he  would 
neither  condemn  the  Committee  nor  the  Bank :  he  thought 
the  Committee  had  been  hardly  used  ;  for,  whatever  might 
be  their  diflSculty,  having  been  put  into  that  situation,  they 
were  bound  to  proceed,  and  to  make  a  report.  As  to  the 
Bank,  though  they  had  certainly  been  placed  in  such  an 
anomalous  situation,  as  no  body  of  men  ever  were  before, 
with  so  many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  narrow  a  ground  to  proceed  on,  it  was  agreed,  he' 
said,  that  we  were  acting  contrary  to  the  principles  of  our 
tnonied  system,  and  it  wus  therefore  necessary  we  should 
enter  fully  into  the  siibject;  for  though  some  had  argued 
on  the  old  system,  there  were  not  wanting  those  whose  opi« 
nions  seemed  to  convey  the  idea  that  we  were  now  to  begin 
a  new  aera  in  money  transactions.  He,  for  his  own  part, 
did  not  agree  with  the  last  Resolution  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Horner);  and  as  such  he  could  freely  argue, 
without  being  supposed  to  be  attached  to  either  party.  If 
the  currency  of  the  countrv  were  in  a  state  of  depreciation, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  di^culty,  and  they  might  dissolve 
themselves  at  once;  but  it  seemed  to  him  the  cause  of  the 
depreciation  wastlie  departure  of  the  Bank  paper  currency 
from  that  representation  of  coin  which  rendered  it  perfect, 
and  no  farther.  His  right  hbnourable  friend  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  had  said,  that  a  guinea,  and  a 
bank»note  and  a  shilling,  were  one  and  the  same;  this  he 
denied.  In  1695^  Parliament  took  this  into  consideration, 
and  deemed  a  clipped  guinea  good;  but  in  I6i)6  they  de^ 
nied  them.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Vansit* 
tart]  had  called  for  a  definition  of  depreciation,  and  yet  had 
denied  the  existence  of  a  standard.     He  asked  for  a  mea* 
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sQvey  |«t  denied  the  mstniment  by  which  it  was  to  be  a^ 
{eoced  :  they  placing  the  Committee  In  the  BituBtion  of  tb^ 
Soothsayers  of  o^d,  ifh<>  were  catled  on  by  the  Counsellors 
of  NebochftdoeKEar  for  an  inter pretetioo  of  his  dreamy  antl  ^ 
yet  woukl  fiot  say  what  the  drejini  was.  What  is  standaixil 
tfiiftd  <(he  rig^nt  noBourabie  getuieinan.  He  (Mr.  Canning) 
wofuld  answer>  that  it  was  the  weigrht  affixed  to  the  gold  ai^d 
silver  by  the  law  of  the  land.  The  bank  paper  should  re*  ' 
present  the  eoin,  aecordiirg  to  the  standard ;  but  if  it  re«> 
presents  it  only  "as  deficient  in  weight,  it  represento  a  defec* 
tivieeoin,  and  is  therefore  a  dtffective  currency.  His  rigbt 
htMiourabie  friend  (Mr«  Perceval)  had,  however,  assamed^ 
either  that  there  is  no  depreciation  at  all,  or,  if  there  be, 
h  is  so  !Bmn1l,  we  ought  not  to  risk  the  mischiefs  we  ma^ 
me^  with  in  the  contest.  This  was  asking  more  than  h^ 
WAsindined  to  admit.  The  t4iou»lit  the  honourable  gen- 
tteman^  who  spoke  fest  but  one,  ntid  not  been  fairly,  but 
rattier  hardly  used  by  the  Chnncelh)r  of  the  Exchequer,  u\ 
the  animad versions  thet  rigiu  honourable  gentlemah  had, 
fiaade;  by  which  he^  iliferred,  that  the  honourable  gentle-* 
malt  (Mih  Sharpe)  bad  praised  the  situation  of  Hamburgh 
and  Holland.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  not  merit 
liooed  them  ^  happf  ^  the  time  he  snid  they  abstained 
from  the  cpwardice  by  which  this  country  had  been  guided, 
but  that  Hamburgh  and  Holland »  in  adhering  to  the  old 
system,  in  spite  of  the  heavy  pne^^ure  each  of  them  groaned 
under,  had  thereby  k^rpt  up  ihe  CKchaHges.  He  declared 
himself  astonished  last  ni^^ht  when  he  heard  bis  ri^^ht  ho« 
honourable  Ariend  (Mr.>'UoBc)  say,  tliat  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  Keport  of  Sir  Isaac  Newt^on^  Aiid  seemed  to  t4iink  that 
there  was  no  such  thing  in  being;  but  he  could  assure  t^ii^ 
right  honourable  friend,  that  he  (Mr.  Canning)  had  read 
it ;  that  it  was  a  very  elaborate  6ne ;  and  made  by  that  ce- 
lebrated philo^pher  in  the  year  17IT9  w<lien  he  was  M^ter 
of  the  Mint*  Where  there  are  two  kiiKls  of  currency,  the 
higher  will  always  find  it^  way  out  of  the  country ;  and  yo^ 
night  as  well  attempt^  like  your  Kln^of  old  (Canute)^  to 
Bk  a  boundary  to  stop  the  infiuk  of  the  tide,  as  to  prevent 
the  reflttx  of  the  higher  coin  out  of  the  country.  [The  right 
boboorable  gevitleunan  argued  at  greai  length,  with  much 
energy  and  eloque'nce,  and  pwt  the  ^tiesliun  into  vaiious 
points ofview;>yt  through  which  our  limits  will  not  peritiil 
us  to  follow  him.J    He  said,  he  approved  of  the  hist  eight 
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Resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Horner ;  and  if  his  right  ho* 
nou'^iii)!^  iiUMid  (ihe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  would 
agree  :o  adopt  them,  he  for  one  should  have  no  objection 
tot^iurair  ou  ihem  the  two  last  Resolutions  of  Mr.  Vansit- 
tait,  which  he  thought  would  form  a  logical  deduction.<-~ 
Uroif  il:e  most  impartial  conviction,  he  coincidtd  with  Mr. 
Ijx  .ii  r  III  hi.-^  declaration  of  the  law  with  regard  to  the 
siaiuiajd,  :uid  he  approved  the  whole  of  his  Resolutions^ 
except  tli>  last;  but  he  thought  that  contained  something 
of  a  recriminating  nature.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion  there 
had  been  excess  in  the  issue  of  the  Bank :  but  he  ihought 
they  had  done  that  without  any  unfairness.  The  task  had 
been  imposed  on  them  without  any  seeking  of  theirs.  A  fter 
1797>  they  had  declared  their  readiness  to  j^sume  their 
pnyments  in  cash,  which  had  been  refused  both  by  Mini*' 
sters  ana  ihe  Parliament.  He  could  not  therefore  vote  for 
that  Uesolution.  He  objected  also  to  changing  the  time 
of  requiring  cai>h  payments  from  the  Bank;  first,  because 
he  thought  it  unjust ;  and,  secondly,  because  it  might  call 
on  them  to  do  tkat  which  was  not  in  their  power.  That 
Parliatnent;  having  fixed  that  period  for  the  resumption  of, 
payments  in  cash,  should  keep  to  it ;  but  they  should  at  the 
same  time  toke  especial  care,  that  ihe  time  so  fixed  should 
be  strictly  adhered  to» 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TIIURSDAV,  MAT   9. 

The  Slave-Trade  Felony  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

DISTILLERIES. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  adverted  to  the  agreement 
entered  into  between  the  Lords  of  the  1  reasury  and  the 
Distillers,  in  which  the  former  gave  a  pledge  to  the  latter, 
that  they  should  not  be  subjected  to  the  high  duties  (brdis- 
tilling  from  sugar,  although  the  Act  allowing  the  use  of 
sugar  in  the  Distilleries  had  expired,  and  observed  that  it 
-was  an  agreement  without  precedent,  and  he  (rusted  that 
Ministers  had  lost  no  time  in  putting  an  end  to  that  pledge 
as  soon  as  Parliament  had  decided  upon  the#uhject. 

Earl  BathurU  contended  that  there  were  instances  of  si- 
milar cases  of  undcrstandipg  \vitb  parties,  and  obs^ved. 
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that  in  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  whicli  most  be  brought  in,  fhe 
period  would  be  stated  at  which  the  high  duties  would 
c^oflunence. 

^  Tile  Earl  of  LaudtrdaU  fi^ave  notice,  that,  althou^^h  he 
did  not  in(en4  to  resist  the  indemnity  for  what  was  pas^  he 
should  oertainly  oppose  exfendiner  th^t  indemnity  to  one 
Bpor  afler  the  period  when  Parliament  had  deolaied  its  deci* 
sioD. 

DISSENTERS. 

IjDTd  Fiscount  Sulmoulh  rose,  accord ina:  to  notice,  to 
propose  a  Bill  to  explain  and  render  more  effectual  the  Acts 
of  1st  William  and  M^ry,  and  the  l9th  Goo.  III.  so  far  as 
relates  to  Dissenting  Ministers.  Hisi  Lordship  shortly  ob- 
served upon  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  reasons  upon  which  he 
■  founded  the  measure,  chiefly  arising  from  the  abuses  which 
he  stated  to  have  arisen  from  the  interpretation  which  (lad 
been  given  to  the  law  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
country ;  aad  the  description  of  persons  who,  under  this  in- 
terpretation, had  obtained  licences  at  the  Sessions,  qualifying 
them  as  preachers  and  teachers.  Under  this  interpretation 
of  the  law,  persons  had  only  to  present  themselves  at  the  . 
Sessions,  and  upon  taking  the  oaths  required  by  thestatutes, 
and  sul^cribing  the  declaration  substituted  by  the  19lh 
George  III,  for  the  36  articles  out  of  the  39  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  part  of  the  SOth)  of  the  Church  of  England, 
which  by  the  Act  of  1st  William  and  Mary  they  were 
required  to  subscribe,  a  licence  was  granted  to  them  as  a 
matter  of  course,  without  any  inquiry  as  to  their  moral  or 
intellectual  qualifications,  however  ignorant  or  however  de- 
praved the  persons  might  be  who  thus  applied  for  permis- 
sion to  exercise  tlie  most  important  duties  of  religious  in* 
struction.  This,  lie  contended,  was  an  abuse.  It  was  not 
so  in  the  counties  of  Devon,  Buckingham,  and  Norfolk, 
where  a  different  interpretation  of  the  taw  took  place,  and 
where  licences  were  not  granted  to  persons  making  their  ap- 
plications, unless  they  were  actually  the  Ministers  of  Dis- 
senting congregations.  His  lordship  read  extracts  from  tfie 
Acts  he  had  alluded  to,  for  the  purpose  of  shewinr^:,  that  the 
description  of  persons  they  were  intendetl  to  apply  to  were 
those  who  were  persons  iq  holy  orders,  or  pretending  to 
holy  orders,  and  who  were  actually  Ministers  of  Dissenting 
congrcgatiotis.r—At  the  period  of  the  Toleration  Act  (1st 
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William  and  IKarj),  ^lAiith  he  comidmc}  a  ju^  and  wise 
m^iofp,  the  clabseB  of  Dissenters  wdv^'  aacdwailely  kiMmft 
and  defined  ;  consisting  of  Presbyterians,  Indeftodetilii)  Aa^  ' 
tisM,   and  Quakers^     Sinco  that  time  a  gr«at  niimber  of 
others  had  arisen ,  and  tbert  were  a  great  nooibtr  6f  Di^ 
setitin£^  MiniMers,  who  were  not  the  minlMdrsi  of  any  con-, 
gregalion.    To  shew  the  description  of  persona  who  tiot^ 
frequently  obtained  licences  as  preachers  and  teachers,  fc*- 
quoted  the  returns  of  two  Ardeaconries  respecting  thPs  sub- 
ject, by  which  it  appeared  that  these  persons  consisted  of 
Tfaflerr^,  Pig-drovers,  Ghiinney-<sweepers,  dec*    He  did  not 
object  (o  their  situation  in  lifr,  if  they  were  considered  by 
Dissenters  aa  fit  and  proper  persons  to  preach  and  teach  ;  * 
bat  whai  he  objected  to  was  the  self-assumption  ifbd  the 
«e1f-elechon  by  which  they  chose  to  consider  themselves 
a^  fit  and  proper  persons  for  that  purpose,  and  without  any 
other*  authority  obtained  a  licence.     He  was  utterly  averse 
to  any  measure  ihtit  could'  in  tl)€  least  infringe  upoa  a  just 
and  liberal,^ and  enlightened  toleration;  but  He  thought  it 
i^Tts  absohiVt^ly  neccsiary  to  declare  in  this  instance  what 
the  law  was,  not  only  that  there  might  be  no  dotibt  in  the 
minds  of  Macrlgirates,  biu  also  with  a  view  to  the  Dissenters 
themsclvcj*.  that  they  might  know  with  certainty  what  was 
required  of  them.     He  had  had  communications  with  se- 
veral Dissenters  upon  thcsuhjectl  and  it  wat  but  justice  to 
them  to  say,  that  they  had  shewn  a  liberal  and  a  candid 
spirit,  and  that  from  some  of  them  he  bad  derived  valuable 
irifermation.   What  he  proposed  to  remedy  the  evil  was,  in 
the  6r8t  place,  that  a  person  applying  for  a  licence  should^ 
to  entitle  him  to  receive  i<,  produce  a  certificate  from  six 
respectable  house-keepers  of  the  congregation  of  which  he 
was  a  Minister,  to  prove  that  he  was  nominated  a  Minister 
of  that  congregation.     With  respect  to  those  who  were 
not  Ministers  of  any  congregation,  he  proposed  that  every 
one   applying  for  at  licence  under  such    circumstances, 
dlould  in  like  manner  produce  a  certificate  from  six  re- 
spectable housekeepers,  that  he  was  of  sober  life  and  coa- 
versatibn.  and  of  fitness  and  ability  for  such  a  situation. 
iJe  was  aware,  that  amongst  several  of  tnfe  Dissenters,  it 
was  customary  for  a  person,  before  he  was  chdsen  a  Mi- 
nister, to  go  through  a  sort  of  probation,  by  preaching  be-' 
fore  ihp  congregation,  in  order  to  sh^w,  according  'to  the  ' 
expfcesion  of  some,  that  he  possessed  the  gifts  requisite  foe 
a  Minister.     He  had  asked  Dissemers '  With  whdm  be  hsld 


comminicated,  irbat  tbcj  bcKi  bitberto  cbne  upon  tbnt: 
sabjaist ;  amd  be  vv«b  ansvciered,  ihart  they  bad  pnx^aied  for 
p«raofi8  lit  tbat  moat  ion  a  perroan^ot  lireDce.  He  iliougbit 
it  higbly  improper  that  peivons  in^  that  sitoatian  ^lioukl 
have  a  permaiitfot  licence,  which,  if  tiiey  were  conceived 
fiol  <|«alilWd  by  the  congre&^aiiod,  they  mij^ht  afterivcfrds 
make  aae  of  to  insinuate  themselves  into  o((ier  con<i^re^« 
tiohs;  and  he  proposed  a  ]ic<^nce  instead,  for  a  limited 
period,  which  wonid  answer  uli  tlu*  purposes  desired,  and 
would  not  be  open  to  objection.  Their  lordships  .would 
observe^  tbaC  he  proposed  nothing  th»t  could  in  the  sliirbtes^ 
degree  infringe  upon  the  just  principles  of  an  eirlii^btened 
toleralion.  His  only  object  was,*  that  with  respect  tO' 
persons  making  d'ppltcation  for  hoences  as  preaohei^ascL 
teachers,* there  should  be  that  presumptive  evidence  of  cbeir 
filnesft  which  would  be  aftbrded  by  the  certificates 'of  re- 
ipectable- persons;  and  when  it  was  considered  that  persons 
ootainiug  such  licences  were  exempt  from  serving  tipon  ju- 
ries,  from  serving  parish  offices,  and  other  duties  to  which 
their  fellow-sabjects  were  liable,  it  was  surely  hii»hly  requisite 
that  some  caution  and  circumspection  ought  to  be  u^d  to 
prevent  the  abuse  arising  from  persons  obtaining  licences 
with  a  view  merely  to  secure  the  exemptions,  to  prevent  also- 
persons  who,  unwilling  to  obtain  a  living  by  industry,  pro- 
cured licences  as  preachers,  and,  haviryix  some  volubility  of 
tongue,  imposed  upon  the  credulous  and  unwary,  and  still 
more  to  prevent  persons  of  depraved  characters  from  as- 
snroifig  to  themselves  to  exercise  the  most  important  duties 
that  could  be  exercised  by  man — those  of  religious  instruc- 
fion.  His  lordship  then  took  a  view  of  the  state  of  the  Es- 
laWished  Church,  obscrviiig,  that  from  the  deficiency  of 
accommodation  in  its  places  of  woi-ship,  many  persons  were 
driven  to  Dissenting  Meeting-houses,  as  the  only  places 
where  they  coatd  receive  religious  instruction.  This  la- 
mentable deficiency  was  proved,  by  the  returns  on  the 
table.  In  one  place,  v»'liere  there  t^'ere  600  families,  there 
was  only  accommodation  in  the  church  for  44.  In  a 
diocese,  containing  3<i  parishes,  in  only  six  of  the  parishes 
was  there  accommodation  in  the  established  placesof  worship 
for  the  population,  fn  a  parish  conialniiicj  30,(jOO  persons, 
there  was  only  accommodation  for  4,400.  In  another 
parish  20,000  of  the  inhabitants  were  at  four  miles  distance 
from  the  church.  Such  in  these  and  numerous  other  in- 
stances was  the  melancholy  deficiency  of  accommodatioa 
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afforded  by  the  Established  Church.  It  was  highly  impor- 
tant'tbat  some  means  should  betaken  to  prevent  us  from 
having  a  *  nominal  established  church  and  a  sectarian 
people.  In  the  rHcrn  of  Queen  Anne  fii'tynew  churches 
iverc  directed  to  f)e  built  in  the  metropolis,  of  which,  how* 
ever,  only  ten  were  erected.  At  the  present  time  to  provide 
for  the  increase  of  the  population  of  the  metropolis,  one 
hundred  new  churches  were  required,  and  he  thought  to 
such  an  object  the  attention  of  Parliament  ought  to  be 
called  ;  grants  should  be  made  out  of  the  publicpurse  in 
f\\d  of  the  exertions  of  individuals,  and  every  measure 
adopted  to  support  the  Established  Church,  which  was  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  and  upon  which  so  greatly  de- 
pended the  sound  morality  of  the  country.  His  Lordship 
concluded  by  moving  the  first  reading  of  his  BilK 

Xofcf  i/oZ/tf/f (/ would  not  act  so  irregularly  as  to  oppose 
the  first  reading  of  a  Bill ;  but  be  thought  it  right,  in  can- 
dour, to  state,  that  he  could  not  agree  with  his  noble  friend 
in  the  object  proposed.  Flis  noble  friend  founded  his 
measure  upon  an  opinion,  that  it  was  only  by  the  permission 
of  Government  that  persons  were  entitled  to  preach  those  re- 
ligious doctrines  which  they  hrld  ;  he  (Lord  Holland),  on 
tlie  contrary,  was  of  opinion,  that  every  person  had  a  right 
to  preach  those  religious  opinions  which  he  conscientiously 
believed.  He  rcgrt^tted  that  the  noble  Viscount  had  spoken 
invidiously  ofiKT^sons  in  inferior  sitiiatious  of  life  becoming 
preacherii,  for  surely  they  were  fully  as  entitled  to  preach 
those  religious  opinions  which  they  conscientiously  bc^ 
lieved,  as  those  who  received  (he  advantages  of  the  rich  en- 
dowmenrs  of  the  Church.  He  regretted  also,  thatfhis  noble 
friend  should  have  at  all  touched  upon  the  subject,  as  in  his 
opinion  it  could  only  tend  to  excite  dissentions.  No  case 
had  been  made  out  which  called  for  the  interference  of  Par- 
liament. The  exemptions  from  civil  duties,  of  which  the 
noble  Viscount  complained,  could  only  apply  to  a  few 
persons  ;  and  it  was  belter  that  these  few  persons  should  have 
their  exemptions,  than  that  Parliament  should  run  the  risk 
of  exciliui^  those  dissentions  which  must  be  caused  bjr 
med(ilin<r  with  the  Toleration  Act.  He  ajjreed  with  the 
noble  Viscount  as  tothci  propriety  of  increasing  the  number 
of  churches;  but  whilst  he  had  no  ol)jection  to  a  grant  by 
Parliament  for  thnt  purpose,  he  thought  that  the  Church 
itself  ought  to  be  called  upon  t(»  contribute  to  such  an  ob- 
ject, in  which  the  iulcrestsi  of  the  Church  were  so  maierially 
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invoiced.  He  wouUI  not  now  go  further  into  the  subject 
uotil  he  had  read  the  Bill ;  but  to  the  object  stated  by  the 
noble  Viscount  he  was  decidedly  hostile,  thinking  it  much 
better,  and  infinitely  the  wiser  course,  that  the  Toteratioa 
Act  should  remain  untouched. 

jConf  Viscount  Sidmouth^  in  explanation,  disclaimed  the 
slightest  intention  ofspeaking  in  the  least  invidiously  of  the 
persons  whom  he  had  alluded  to,  on  ncconnt  of  their  in- 
ferior station  in  life.  As  to  (he  IVIenif  ion  Act,  it  was  no 
part  of  his  object  at  all  to  alter  it ;  his  only  purpose  was  to 
iiave  it  asscertained  with  certainty  what  the  law  was.  On 
the  subject  of  churched,  he  thought  a  Bill  ought  to  be 
passed,  enacting,  tiiat  in  every  new  church  or  chapel  a 
certain  portion  of  the  area  should  be  set  apart  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  people,  without  any  char«:e. 

Fsorl  Stanhope  \hovis;\\i  it  would  be  better  for  the  noble 
Viscount  to  begin  by  some  measure  for  building  places  of 
worship  to  accommodate  those  meix>l>ers  of  the  Established 
ChurciV  who  were  now,  as  stated,  for  want  of  that  accom- 
modation, oblieed  to  2:0  ia  Meeting-houses,  be(c>re  he  tried 
bis  bands  with  the  Dissenters.    ' 

The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Viscount  Sidmoutk  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  the  second  reading  for  tu-morrow  se^might. 

ARRESTS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Arrests 
BUI. 

A  conversation  took  place  between  Lord  Ellenborouglr, 
ibeEarlof  Moira,  the  l^rd  Chancellor,  Lord  Redesdale, 
Lord  Holland,  and  Earl  Stanhope;  the  result  of  which  was 
an  agreement,  that  the  sum  for  which  a  person  may  be  ar- 
rested should  be  \5L  instead  of  SO/. ;  that  the  Bill  should 
be  limited  to  five  years  ijistead  of  being  made  perpetual ; 
and  that  it  should  commence  on  the  4th  of  November  in- 
stead of  the  4th  ot  July. 

The  sum  being  reduced  to  15/.  Earl  Stanhope  moved 
to  leave  Otjt  tlie  partfuthesis,  subjecting  persons  to  l>e  ar- 
rested for  10/.  on  promissory  notes  and  bills  of  eirchange. 

The  questiou  was  put,  that  the  words  proposed  to  be  left 
nut  stand  pact  of  the  Bill ;  on  which  the  Committee  di- 
Tided*     We  understood  the  numbers  to  be-^-^^lontents  7—^ 
Not  Contents  3 — Majority  against  Karl  StanhopeV  Amend* 
saeot  4. 


J 
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StransfeTB   wore  not  a^jain  admitted.   ^  The  Bill 
ibrovgli  (he  Cominitteei  and  the  House  adjourned » 
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THUHrSDAT,    MAY  9. 
>'EW    tHEAlRB    BILL. 

2lir.  Mtl'hh  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Loitdon 
Tb«*atrcBill. 

Mr.  Whitbread  was  not  surprised  at  the  hono«f aWc fyen- 
tli^manV  ntotiot);  but  was  convinced,  th^t  when  he  had 
beard  (Jie  c\})lanaiion  which  lie  (Mr.  Whitbread)  was  pre* 
pared  to  (five,  he  would  have  no  disposition  to  press  k 
further.  Hisri^ht  honourable  frn^nd  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had, 
wiicn  this  motion  was  b(*ibrc  ^ieferred^  asked  only  for  a  period 
oi  six  WH  is,  in  order  that  sufficient  time  slioald  be  afforded 
for  cxaniinin<r  into  the  practicability  of  disentangling  the- 
concerns  oli  Urury-laiie  Thoati^,  with  a  view  to  its  re-ooa- 
struction.  IIi*  had  no  private  motive  wtiatever  in  laaiing 
'this  append  to  the  induJo^cnce  of  the  House,  for  a  postpone^ 
mentotlhis  P^ill  until  tJte  next  session,  nor  any  other  feeling 
than  a  sense  of  justice  and  of  friendship  to  his  right  honour- 
able friend.  Hut  lie  could  assure  the  House  that  such 
progress  had  been  made  in  exiricaling  the  affairs  ot  Drury- 
laue  1  heatre,  aiKl  arranpog  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
that  there  was  the  faire-i  pros|K'ct  of  its  being  Very  soon  re* 
boiU.  The  ground  was  at  present  wanted  ;  butaU  tlie  old 
obstacles  were  removed,  the  plan  was  drawn  out,  and  1\wM 
Has  Qo.dou^  that  tlte  subscription  would  be  filled  up.  11* 
gave  no  o(>i(Ut(-Hi  upon  the  question  of  the*  propneiy  of 
having  ti)i>de .theatres  ;,  but  if  chat  question  should  heieafter 
be  discussed^  ami  if  it  should  be  disputed  that  liic  present 
patenisj  weie;''gQOc)'for  aoj  ibinc,  all  he  could  now  say  was, 
thai  property  had  been  given  for  iheui,  and  that  they  wei« 
Oiigiu^iiy  had  only,  for  a  valolible  consideration.  •  lie  did 
uot  vvi^i<•  however,  to  touch  n»ore  updn  ttm  poin^  and 
should  therefore  couteui  himself  with  asking  thul  the*  Bill 
might  be  put  oU'to  the  next  session,  atid  thiit  if  then  no  pro- 
grcbs  shoujd  appear  to  have  been  made  either  iti  re-erecting 
iiie  Drury'-lau€  Theatre,  or  in  transferring  the  title,  the 
whole  subject  should  be  inquired  into. 

Mr.  Brown  conceived  that  the  explanation  jvlueh  had 
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been  just  made  was  by  no  means  Sufficient  to  induce  i 
House  to  consent  to  any  further  delay.  He  must  decl 
bis  opinion  to  be,  notwithstanding  what  had  been  saiti 
the  honoarable  member,  that  there  was  but  little  chance 
seeing  Dniry-lane  Theatre  re*erected.  The  honours 
member's  explanation  amounted  to  no  mor^  than  this,  il 
the  Committee  appointed  bad  examined  into  the  embarr 
ments  of  the  theatre,  not  that  they  were  possessed  of  l 
means  of  proceeding.  He  had  understood  the  object 
the  former  postponement  to  be  to  allow  time  for  ascerta 
ing  what  ground  there  was  for  expecting  that  Drury^hi 
would  be  rebuilt.  But  if  there  Wc-is  the  best  reason  for  i 
ticipating  that  event,  a  third  theatre  was  absolutely  requis 
in  the  metropolis. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the  postpoi 
ment. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  assnred  the  honourable  member  (B 
Browne)  that  very  little  doubt  woukl  be  entertained  by  h 
iMie  was  acquainted  with  alt  the  arrangements  which  li 
been  made,  of  the  success  of  the  attempts  to  restore  i 
magnificent  fabric  of  Drury-lane  Theatre.  The  claima 
and  cjeditors  of  every  description  had  alt  come  forward,  a 
he  might  say,  had  run  a  race  in  their  eagerness  to  ms 
sacrifices  on  the  occasion.  Nor  had  his  right  honoura 
friend  diplayed  less  liberality  in  foregoing  his  private  in 
rests.  1  here  wai  now  every  probability  of  their  being  a 
to  compass  every  object,  and  he  therefore  hoped  sor 
body  woukl  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  this  day  three  montt 
but  io  be  secure,  he  would  move  it  himself. 

General  Tarleton  said  that  the  individual  ought,  not 
be  separated  from  the  consideration  of  this  question.  I 
talents  and  literatu^,  and  the  noble  and  almost  stoical  f 
titude  he  had  evinced,  gave  him  every  claim  upon  the  cqu 
and  indulgence  of  the  House.  A  third  theatre  be  could  i 
deem  necessary  while  the  public  preferred  the  feats  of  hor 
io  the  acting  of  Mr.  Kemble. 

Mr.  Marrifott  had  no  private  interest  in  the  issue  of  t 
question  ;  but,  regarding  it  as  one  of  a  public  nature,  he  coi 
iiot  help  observing,  that,  instead  of  there  beingacompetiti 
among  theatres  for  the  favour  of  the  public,  the  competiti 
was  among  the  public  for  the  amusements  of  the  theatre. 
a  box  was  wanted  at  Covent-Garden  Theatre,  it  was  ncc 
sary  to  engage  it  at  a  fortnight's  notice,  and  then  the  p! 
might  be  tragedy,  or  miffht  be  comedy.     He  hoped  Dru 
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lane  Theatre  might  be  tebuilt ;  bat  if  it  was,  it  wouki  pro* 
liably  be  on  the  same  large  scak*  m  bt^forc,  in  which  the  con« 
venirnce  of  Uic  public  was  Tery  little  contjidered.  The  oon- 
sequence  of  this  was^  that  as  nobody  could  hear,  and  few 
could  see,  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  horses  and  asses  on 
the  sta^e,  to  tbc  entire  depravation  of-  the  public  taste.  It 
had  aUo  another  very  injurious  eflect,  in  narrowing  the  scop* 
and  remuneration  io  (he  tidenfs  of  performors^  many  of  whom 
coukl  nol  procure  op|)ortunitios  iur  e^ercisinif  them.  He 
1)er1kci\y  agreed  in  the  opinion  which  Mr,  J.  Kemblecx- 
pn*sftc:d  at  the  O.P.  dinner  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern, 
that  to  have  ono  theatre  in  good  order,  we  must  liave  two 
in  existence.  It  was  a  case  quite. analogous  to  that  of  the 
J^ank  -y  to  keep  that  in  ^ood  order,  we  hliould  institute  a 
riv'ul  to  it.  Without  this  we  ^houki  continue  to  receive 
debused  enterfainincnt  from  the  one,  and  depreciated  paper 
from  the  other. 

Mr.  JlhithnaJ  oljserved,  that  by  the  1st  of  October  next, 
it  woukl  lie  detcnninvd  wlielbcr  Uriiryilnne  TheiUre  would 
be  re^built. 

AJr.  Morri$  coatcnckd  that  public  taste  hai)  always  been 
the  subject  of  invective,  and  that  his  rii^ht  honourable  (riend 
ha<l  done  more  than  any  man  to  improve  it  by  his  writings. 

Air.  Sheriihfi  professed  that  he  felt  highly  fi^ttered  by^ 
the  civilittfs  sliewn  him  by  persons  of  the  most  opposite 
political  ieelinus.  At  the  fiame  time  he  hoped  he  should  be 
permifttd  to  frcl  enough  of  prick  to  (kcline  availing  himself 
of  what  some  of  bin  honourable  friends  had  asked  for  him» 
the  favour  and  indulgence  of  the  llouse^  He  wished  only 
fur  their  jnstice.  As  to  what  imd  been  said  u}v>a  the  sub- 
ject of  depraving  the  public  tusie,  the  fd\ik  certainly  was 
not  wit)]  the  managers.  Mr.  Kemble,  be  was  sure,  would 
K  rather  act  ut^on  two  legs  than  introduce  animals  upon  four; 
but  there  was  a  pri  vading  corruption  of  taste  arising  from 
luxury  or  dissipated  mautiers,  and  the  loss  of  (he  counte- 
nance of  people  of  rank There  were,  however,  two 

Tlieatrcs  already,  and  one,  althoagb  quite  small  enough, 
and  under  the  mutiagementof  a  man  of  genius  and  liberality, 
wns  a»r:)()st  dest^rted.  '  He  had  himself,  some  time  ago, 
directed  the  represent. Jlion  of  a  tragedy  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  ot'  vc  ry  superior  merit,  written  by  Miss  Baillie, 
and  termed  l)e  Moutfort.  This  play,  although  got  up 
will)  great  splendour  of  scenery  and  decoration,  and  had 
beeii  j>ieviously   published,  entirely   failodr     He  had  n» 
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censore  to  cut  pti  the  enierprise  of  those  gentlemen  who 
•peculated  on  a  third  Theatre ;  but  fullj  trusted  that  the  pre- 
fleot  pment  would  not  be  infringed  or  nbulished,  without 
making  a  f»ir  compensation.  He  waft  not  a  friend  to 
monopoly;  but  Pailiament  had  never  yet  resolately  inter- 
fered to  destroy 9  without  adequate  consideration,  any 
monopoly  that  bad  long  been  enjoyed,  and  on  the  faith  of 
which  property  had  been  embarked.  There  was  sotne- 
tiling  too  in  asking  Parliament  to  dti  that  which  the  King 
in  Council  bad  refuse«i  to  do,  which  in  his  opinion  tres« 
passed  upon  the  King's  prerogative.  The  Bill  likewise 
was  caitad,  the  London  Theatre  iVdl ;  now  this  looked  like 
an  attecBpt  to  entrap  the  lloase  into  a  belief,  that  the 
building  was  proposed  to  be  erected  in  the  City.  He  beg<^(*d 
leare  to  ask  a  worthy  Alderman  whom  he  saw  in  his  place, 
if  this  destgii  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  Corporation  ?  (  8ir« 
J.  Shaw  replied  in  the  hegati\re.).«««lt  whs  only  then  neces- 
•ary  for  him  to  say  further,  that  there  was  no  instance  of 
grants  being  being  taken  away  by  Parliaaient  without  ade« 
^aale  compensation  being  provided,  as  in  i\^e  cases  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  Lord  Gwydir,  the  heritable  jurisdictions 
in  Scotland/and|  what  he  certainly  did  not  consider  as 
chartered  property,  the  boroughs  in  Ireland. 

A/r.  Dent  asked  if  the  City  had  not  once  permitted  the 
Royalty  Theatre  within  their  precincts  ? 

^{>  J.  8kaw  replied,  that  it  was  out  of  the  City*s  juris- 
diction. 

Mr.  O.  Johmtom  thought  a  8uffi<Nent  pledge  had  not 
been  given  for  the  re^construction  of  Drury-lane  Tlit*atre-. 
•  Jkfr.  Sheridan  explained  ;  when,  alter  a  few  words  from 
Creneral  Phip|)S  and  Mr.  Melll&h,  the  House  divided...^  For 
the  Bill  23~Against  it  HO. 

BULLION    REPOftT. 

Mr.  GrenftU  (the  House  havin^a;  ^one  into  a  Com- 
miite^.to  consider  further  of  the  Ktport  of  the  Bullion 
Committee)  supported  jn  a  few  words  the  llesolulions  of  his 
learned  and  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Horner).  He  pro- 
teased himself  to  be  of  the  same  opinion  he  was  last  year, 
that  the  currency  of  the  country  had  been,  and  still  con- 
tinued to  b^,  iira  state  of  gradual  depreciation.  He  believed 
be  had  heard  and  read  aUno-^t  e.wtny  thin*^  that  could  be 
faid  upon  the  suly<*ct,  and  had  lit'ard  it  \\\\\\  a  mind  open  to 
conviction — the  result  of  hi^  cuiidid  aiieniiou  was,  that 
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looking  at  the  question  as  a  plain  practical  man  of  business, 
lie  fell  satisfied  that  the  Resolutions  proposed  by  his  honour** 
able  and  learned  friend)  were  those  which  in  his  mind  most 
consulted  the  best  interests  of  the  country^and  as  such  they 
should  have  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Taylor  thought  the  present  that  sort  of  question 
which  could  be  best  treated  by  discussing  it  partly  upon 
the  ground  of  authority  and  partly  upon  the  ground  of  ex- 
amples—  existing  authorities,  he- admitted,  could  not  be 
very  conclusive,  when  it  was  considered  how  men  the  best 
qualified  t«  decide  the  question  clashed  in  their  respective 
ultimate  determinations  upon  it  — -  an  opposite  ruJe  would, 
however,  apply  with  respect  to  the  selection  of  examples, 
for  while,  perhaps,  they  could  not  go  too  far  back  for  au- 
thority, those  examples  were  the  best  and  had  th&  most 
practical  applications  which  were  taken  from  the  circum- 
stances and  events  connected  with  the  different  banks  upon 
the  Continent.  Applying  then  this  principle  to  the  subject 
be/ore  tbero,  the  honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to  shew 
by  a  variety  of  references  to  the  practice  and  principles  re- 

fulating  the  practice  of  the  Swedijth  bank,  the  b^nks  at 
'ienna,  Paris,  and  Hamburgh,  that  a  currency  of  paper  of 
the  same  denomination  with  a  metallic  currency  must  inva- 
riably have  the  effect  of  driving  that  metallic  currency  out 
of  circulation.  This  position,  which  he  had  thus  attempted 
to  establish  by  analo^ry  and  example,  he  should  next  proceed 
to  support  by  refiercnce  to  authority.  The  Memorial  of 
the  great  Sir  Isaac  Newton  upon  the  subject  of  currency, 
was  considered  a  work  in  no  sense  inferior  io  any  other  of 
the  immortal  productionsof  that  greatest  of  all  philosophers* 
—-Here  the  honourable  gentleman  read  to  the  Committee  an 
'  extract  from  this  memorial,  which  went  io  establish  as  a 
principle  in  the  doctrine  of  currencies,  that  where  there 
were  two  currcnries  and  both  legal  tenders,  one  must  be- 
come depreciated.  He  referred  also  to  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Harris,  whopgrecs  not  only  in  the  justness  of  this  principle, 
but  goes  a  step  further — be  laid  it  down,  that  if  there  were 
established  two  currencies  as  legal  tenders,  the  one  paper 
and  the  other  metal,  that  the  paper  currency  will  infalliblj 
drive  the  metallic  out  of  circulation.  In  the  various  views 
taken  of  depreciation,  gentlemen  confined  themselves  too 
much  to  domestic  eflects — depreciation  was  not  to  be  looked- 
to  by  mere  reference  to  home— it  could  only  be  rightly 
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judged  of  by  1ookin|i^at  home  and  abroad,  and  comparing 
the  foreign  rates  with  our, own.  Thus  it  was  insistea,  that 
paperdiiTas  well  for  all  domestic  purposes  as  coin ;  but  whj  } 
because  the  tax-gal hcrer,  and  every  public  officer,  was 
compelled  to  receire  bank  notes  in  payment-*it  was  not 
public  confidence  that  ^gave  bank  notes  this  sort  of  compul- 
sory credit ;  it  was  the  sanction  of  a  law  compelling  by 
penalty.  So  true  was  this,  that  wherever  an  opportunity 
seemed  to  offer  itself  for  evading  that  law,  it  was  industriously 
sought  after.  *  He  had  heard,  for  instance^  that  foreigners 
in  this  country,  to  whom  sums  of  money  have  been  owing 
by  persons  in  Ix>ndonf  have  gone  so  far  as  to  take  Counsera 
opinion,  to  know,  whether  the  Act  extended  to  them,  and 
whether  they  might  not  enforce  payment  in  specie.  He^ 
concluded  by  stating  it  as  his  opinion,  that  whenever  ihetp 
were  two  currencies  of  the  same  denomination,  and  of  diflSs* 
rent  intrinsic  value,  that  the  one  of  greater  value  must  in« 
variably  disappear. 

3fr.  Davies  Girfrfy„ after  regretting  that-  no  common 
principles  were  found,  nor  analogies  admitted  in  this  debate^ 
went  on  to  observe,  ihat  although  every  arrangement  of 
facts,  or  deduction  from  them,  was  branded  with  the  name  of 
theory,  by  those  who  had  recently  departed  from  all  ante* 
rior  practice,  be  should  yet  assume  that  the  value  of  every 
article  was  regulated  by  the  supply  and  by  the  demand,-^ 
that  currencies  were  governed^  by  this  law,  whether  they 
possessed  intrinsic  value  or  were  merely  ideal.  The  bon. 
gentleman  then  remarked,  that  for  ^either  currency,  there 
would  be  no  more  th^n  a  limited  demand,  and  that  in« 
tr'msic  currencies  were  also  bounded  in  their  supply,  at 
gold  by  the  labour,  &c.  required  to  extract  it  from  tho 
mines;  but  that  ide^M  currencies  were,  in  this  respect,  with* 
out  restraint,  and  therefore  might  diminish  in  value  from 
excess,  to  any  extent*  Much  had  been  said  about  stand- 
ards  :  the  best  is  found  to  vary;  gold  in  the  course  of  ages 
has  been  ascertnined  to  grow  less  precious;  and  if  liiis 
could  be  corrected  by  the  average  of  all  commodities  with 
certain  other  aUowances,  according  to  the  idea  of  a  noble 
lord  (Lord  Cast lereagh),  the  standard  would  undoubtedly 
be  improved  ;  but  having  once  departed  from  nature,  we 
get  entangled  with  the  passions,  prejudices,  the  interests  and 
imperfect  knowledge  of  mankind,  so  that  a  secular  variation 
in  the  worth  of  that  which  measures  every  thing  else,  had 
far  belter  be  allowed  than  the  danger  should  be  incurred  of 
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fiiUing  iDto  Errors  of  many  fold  the  amount;  it  would  be 
ft>rSHking  rods  of  steel  because  they  ai*e  expanded  by  heat^ 
and  measuring  distances  by  the  breadths  of  clouds.    The 
mere  difference  in  value  between  gold  and  notes,  does  not 
prove  that  the  latter  are  actually  declined  ;  gokl  may  have 
advanced  ;  the  contrary  however  seems  proved  by  the  two 
facts,  of  exchange  being  against  this  country,  and   prices 
having  increaaed*— -These  appearances  aUvays  take  place 
when  carrencies  are  depreciated ,  but  cannot  happen  under 
other  circumstances*    The  exchanges  themselves  are  also 
much  too  wide  of  the  par  for  mercantile  effects,  even  aided 
by  foreign  military  expeditions  :— these  might  indeed  ren« 
4cr  an  exchange  unfavourable  to  the  extent  of  transmitting 
gold,  but  then  all  commodities  must  fall  in  consequence 
ef  fioln  becoming  scarce  and  of  greater  value.     The  nonn* 
nal  exchange^  on  the  contrary,  occasioned  by  light  coin  or 
depreciated  paper,  has  no  tendency  to  correct  itseU^  and 
continues  so  long  as  the  cause  remains,  advancing  the  price 
of  oil  cominodities»  including  bullioni  in  the  same  degtee. 
>  It  is  not»  8ir^  for  the  sake  of  favourable  exchanges,  it  is  not 
for  the  sake  of  seeing  a  metallio  currency  which  has  gone 
abroad,  because  its  place  is  more  than  occupied  by  the  ether 
media,  that  I  wish  former  principles  and  former  practices  to 
be  resumed,  but  it  is  because  I  consider  the  first,  joined  with 
high  prices,  entirely  indicative  of  depreciation,  and  it  if 
because  1  consider  a  basis  of  metallic  currency  as  the  only 
sure  preservation  from  excessive  issue.     Ln  estimating  the 
amount  of  our  actual  circulation,  country  bank  notes  nuisl 
be  considered  as  forming  a  very  important  part.    They  are 
acknowledged  to  be  forc*ed  on  the  public  by  every  possible 
contrivance,  and  give  rise  to  the  wildestas  well  fw  the  most 
.  unpriocipled  spiiculations.  We  have  heard  much  of  the  ad- 
vantages arising  from  plenty  of  money,  plenty  of  circular 
ting  media  s  but  if  my  aasuniption,  Sir,  be  right,  the  whole 
circulation  of  a  country  under  existing  circumstances  must 
be  of  a  given  value^  the  demand  being  constant,  and  tb^ 
enlarged  supply  reducing  the  value  of  each  part  in  the  same 
degree  ;--^aiid  for  this  reasoO)  circulation  can  never  pro*^ 
periy  be  said  either  to  be  in  defect  or  in  excess,  as  an  Agio, 
or  a  depreciation,  restores  the  ^uilibrium.     In  what  then 
consist  the  advantages  of  banks  and  of  paper  currency  ? 
Not  merely  or  [jxincipally,  nccordinc:  to  tlie  statement  of 
Doctor  Adam  Smith,  in  enabling  countries  to  export  theic 
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eoin,  but  by  the  power  they  po<«9ess  of  rendering  capital  nnore 
efficacious,  aQ(i  of  transferring  it  from  the  hands  of  mere 
accumulators)  into  those  of  perilous  engaged  in  active  em- 
ployments: and  from  this  source  flows  the  apparent  prospe- 
fity  during  a  progress  of  depreciation.  The  individual  ac- 
commodated with  loans,  receives  them  at  their  actual  value, 
and  replaces  them  at  a  less  ; — his  capital,  destined  to  the 
employment  of  productive  labour,  more  rapidly  increases, 
at  the  expence  of  annuitants  and  receivers  of  interest.  The 
occupier  of  land  in.  the  same  way  finds  bis  rent  diminish- 
ing ;  he  cultivates  with  augmented  power,  at  his  landlord'^ 
cost.  Capital  is  thus  transferred  to  other  hands :  its  real 
amount  can  no  more  be  increased  by  any  change  in  the 
denomination  of  the  common  measure,  than  would  the  sur- 
liiee  of  a  country  be  enlarged  by  diminishing  the  acre.  It 
is  utterly  impossible  that  the  real  strength  of  a  nation,  or 
its  power  of  maintaining  foreign  war,  can  depend  on  so 
trifling  a  part  of  its  wealth  ns  a  currency  even  wholly 
metaliio.  Gloomy,  indeed,  wbuld  be  our  prospects,  if  the  im- 
portation of  corn,  if  the  war  abroad,  had  absolutely  require4 
the  exportation  of  our  gold  ;  since  that  is  now  gone,  and 
of  course  can  help  us  no  more.  No,  Sir ;  the  strength  of  thi$ 
country  reposes  on  its  agriculture,  its  manufactures,  its 
machinery,  its  mines,  and  its  commerce  ;  but  above  all  oq 
the  cultivated  understandings, joined  to  the  industrious 
habits  of  its  people;  these  support  the  bravery  of  our  fleets 
and  of  our  armies  abroad,  and  recent  times  have  more  than 
evtr  demonstrated  that  intellect  will  preponderate  against 
numbers  and  physical  force.  If  depreciation  has  com- 
Aienced  at  al^,  the  causes  producing  it  must  continue  the 
career  till,  sooner  or  later,  all  property  dependant  on  com- 
pact will  be  destroyed.  We  are  driven  therefore  to  a  remedy, 
and  this  remedy  can  be  no  other  than  a  gradual  return  to 
our  fonner  state.  I  say  gradual ;  for  a  rapid  advance  in  the 
value  of  the  circulating  media,  could  not  fail  of  producing 
eviis  to  the  active  employer  of  capital,  precisely  opposite  to 
the  advantages  already  described.  The  remedy,  however, 
jBust  be  appliedwhile  the  difficulties  can  be  overcome. — 
The  honourable  gentleman  concluded  a  speech  of  two  hours 
with  complimenting  the  Bank  Directors, — repelling  any 
charge  of  blame  from  the  Committee  of  last  year,  and  by 
declaring  that  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  these  Resolu- 
tions, be  entertained  no  doubt  of  the  free  discussion,  in  and 
<MJt  of  doors,  ultimately  guiding  the  enlightened  people  of 
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their  heads  against  po$t&,  and.endQring  many  hard  blows, 
they  might  find  the  proper  path  at  last*  If  they,  could  show 
that  the  primiples  stated  with  respect  to  currency  wtre  er- 
roneous, that  was  another  thin^;  but  they  admitted  the 
principles,  and  then  said  that  tbe>  ought  to  adhere  to  no 
principle  at  all*  He  thought  that  injustice  had  been  done 
to  the  Country  Banks,  in  saying  tha(  their  paper  had  been 
the  cause  of  depreciation,  since  they  were  subject  to  a 
check,  from  which  the  Bank  of  England  was  free.  But  at 
any  rate  it  had  been  admitted  that  their  paper  increased 
only  owing  to  the  increase  of  that  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
It  was,  therefore,  rather  hard  to  blame  the  Country  Banks. 
It  put  him  in  mind  of  a  story  in  Gil  Bias,  v  here  some  thieves 
io  a  wood  were  recounting  the  circumstances  that  made 
ihem  adopt  that  way  of  life.  One  of  them  said,  that  whea 
a  boy  he  bad  been  brought  up  with  the  Prince  of  Asturias^ 
who  was  of  the  same  age,  and  that  when  the  Prince  of  As- 
tnrias  had  done  any  thing,  amiss,  he  (the  thief)  was  whip* 
ped.  When  the  guinea  was  jst  95i.  he  was  pt^rfectly  asto* 
liished  that  (be  fact  of  depreciation  should  be  denied.  He 
liim«B)f  had  been  offered  wine  at  two  prices,  according  as  he 
paid  in  cash  or  paper.  The  matter  then  sloe  d  thus :— On 
the  one  side  it  was  said  that  the  paper  was  depreciated,  and 
this  they  proved  from  the  state  of  the  exchange.  But  oa 
the  other  side  it  was  contended  that  the  rate  of  the  exchange 
was  no  proof— that  its  fall  was  owing  to  the  state  of  our 
trade,  and  that  when  our  commerce  was  restored  to  its 
firmer  condition,  the  exchange  would  recover.  1  his  might 
be,  for  there  was  little  chance  of  its  being  soon  so  restored. 
<»-He  agreed  with  the  eloquent  and  able  Mover,  in  the  prin- 
ciples d.etailed  in  bis  speech;  but  he  was  far  from,  being 
satisfied  qn  tbe  subject  of  the  remedy.  He  feared  that  the 
system  must  be  permitted  to  take  its  course.— The  inscrip« 
tion  on  the  gate  of  Dante's  Hell  might  be  applied  to  it—- 
♦*  You  who  enter  here>  leave  bebincTall  hope  of  returning.*' 
He  saw  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Bank  would  ever  be 
able  to  recover  itself.  Reverting  to  the  state  of  the  ex«^ 
change,  he  mentioned  an  instance  in  point  from  Dr.  Adam 
Smith,  a  theoriftt«^not  a  practical  man,  and  therefore  his 
aftlbority  might  be  of  great  consequence  with  those  who 
paid  no  regard  to  prbdples.  This  instance  has  been  stated 
JO  tbe  Binlion  Beport,  and  refers  to  the  Land  Bank  of 
Scotland,  iostitoted  upon  Mr.  Law's  priocipjb^  Many  mil- 
•f  landed  pK^rty  wtie  pledged  lor  iu  security^ 
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Wben  jmmed  with  m  iMurd  mo,  its  tiotet  coatoined  an  o|H 
tjonal  efmme,  to  p«y  immediatelyyor'at  the  end  of  six 
months,  with  legal  intetett*  Yet  while  the  exdbange  be* 
tween  London  and  Carlisle  was  at  par,  that  between  Lon* 
don  and  Damfiies,  the  latter  not  more  than  SO  miles  from 
Carlisle^  the  exchange  was  fonr  percent*  "g^ost  Dumfri^, 
where  the  notes  in  question  circulated.  This  was  a  com* 
plete  proof  of  the  efffct  of  a  depreciated  currency  on  the 
czchan^.  The  honourable  Baronet  then  adverted  to  the 
price  ot  bread  as  a  proof  of  the  depreciation  of  the  cur* 
rency.  The  average  price  of  the  quartern  loaf  for  forty 
years  previous  to  the  restriction  was  7 id. ;  the  average  price 
foft  the  subsequent  fourteen  years,  was  It.  0(^.     With  re* 

Sird  to  the  remedy,  he  contended,  that  on  tbe  recovery  of 
e  carrency^  it  was  hardly  possible  to  conceive  that  the 
country  should  be  able  to  pay  the  pensions  and  salaries,  be* 
■ides  the  army  and  navy  expenditure,  together  with  the 
interest  of  tbe  debt,  created  with  a  view  to  the  state  of  de* 
preciatton,  in  sound  coin.  Considering  the  rate  at  which 
we  were  proceeding,  the  interest  of  the  debt  would  proba« 
biy,  at  no  very  distant  period,  amount  to  fifty  or  sixty  mil* 
lions.  How  could  the  people  pav  this  in  sound  currency  ? 
But  then  it  might  be  saio,  *' What  remedy  have  you?*' 
That  was  a  hard  question.  He  could  not  save  a  dying  man. 
But  he  must  blame  those  who  produced  the  disease,  and 
carried  on  the  delusion,  which  began  with  the  funding  sys* 
tern,  and  would  ultimately  prove  its  destruction.  He 
thought,  however,  something  should  be  done  for  the  secu* 
rjty  of  funded  property,  which  would  be  ruined.  The 
country  had  derived  no  benefit  from,  this  measure  of  re- 
atriction.  The  Bank  had  derived  great  promts  from'  it«  It 
had  forfeited  its  commercial  character  by  becoming  a  tool 
of  the  Minister  of  the  day ;  and,  as  in  the  South  Sea  scheme, 
be  thought  the  estates  of  the  Directors  ought  to  be  made 
liable  for  the  losses  sustained  by  the  public  creditor  in  con- 
sequence of  the  restriction.  That  being  his  opinion,  he 
would  not  shrink  from  (ieclaring  it. 

Mr.  fVilberforce  said  there  was,  in  hi!)  opinion,  but  one 
-way  of  getting  quit  of  the  increasing  evil  at  present  felt  by 
tbe  country.  The  consequence  of  proceeding  in  our  pre- 
sent  course  most  inevitably  be  ruinous  to  the  country;  and 
the  first  opportunity  should  be  taken  of  reverting  to  a  bet- 
ter state  or  things.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  tl;ie  Members 
of  the  Cgmmittee  in  general^  and  the  learned  gentleman: 
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vrho  opened  the  diKcassion^  bad  beei  placed  to  a  Teiy  hard 
situation.  They  were  bound  to  declare  their  opiaion  as  to 
tlie  true  line  of  policy  which  they  conceived  proper  to  be 
adopted  bv  the  House ;  yet  all  who  have  opposed  them- 
have  considered  them  in  the  light  of  persons  wno  bad  come, 
voluntarily  forward,  and  proposed  measures  of  the  utmost 
danger  to  the  country  if  agreed  to.  Thev  were  bound  to 
discharge  their  duty  in  the  manner  in  which  they  did;  tbej 
were  bound  to  point  out  what  they  conceived  to  be  the 
causes  of  the  low  rate  oF  exchange.  But,  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  the  labours  of  the  Committee*  it  is  not  their  opi- 
nions to  which  we  have  to  look ;— we  have  only  to  bx>k  to 
the  present  state  of  our  circulation.  All  of  them  knew  how 
likely  that  circulation  was  to  be  affected  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Baok ;  all  of  tbeni  knew  the  conduct 
of  those  Directory;  the  Committee  stated  wliat  that  conduct 
ou^ht  to  have  been ;  and  it  was  now  the  duty  of  the  House 
seriously  to  determine,  \7hether  the  opinion  of  the  Bank  or 
of  the  Committee  should  receive  their  sanction  and  appro- 
bation. When  the  Bank  Directors  have  told,  clearly  and 
explicitly,  what  their  principles  are,  and  when  these  princi- 
ples have  been  adopted  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Vansittart),  the  Directors  might  say,  and  with  ereat 
justice,  that  in  refusing  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, this  House  had  bestowed  on  those  opinions  a  tacit 
approbation.  For  the  Directors  he  entertained  the  highest 
respect ;  and  he  believed  that  they  had  discharged  their 
duty  with  every  respect  for  the  public  interest ;  but  their 
e\'es  y^ere  not  opened  to  the  ningnitude  of  the  duties  they 
were  called  on  to  discharge,  and  to  the  effect  of  the  mea^ 
sures  ihey  were  pursuing.  Their  principles  they  have  told 
us.  They  have  told  us  that  they  conceived  there  could  be 
tio  excess  of  issues,  if  they  were  afforded  to  responsible  per- 
sons, and  for  a  period  of  two  months.  They  have  told  us 
that  they  did  not  conceive  that  a  differetice  of  interest  of 
four  or  five,  or  three  percent,  made  any  material  alteration 
of  the  question,  that  at  three  percent,  interest  they  might 
increase  the  circulating  medium  to  any  extent.  ^  little 
did  they  seem  to  have  been  aware  of  the  danger.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  then  proceeded  to  illustrate  what  his 
own  opinions  on  this  subject  were,  which  he  professed  to 
have  been  derived  from  a  publication  of  an  honourable 
friend  of'bisj(we  believe  Mr.  Thornton).  He  said  the  Bank 
Directors^  without  the  restriction » would  infallibly  take  tl^ 
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best  coone  without  beini^  aware  of  it,  like  tbe  hooeit  oitizea 
in  Molieie,  who  bad  been  speaking  prose  all  hit  life  without 
kiiowinier  it*    If  thej  were  freed  nrom  the  principle  of  pro* 
Tiding  for  their  own  security,  they  may  isBue  any  quantity 
of  paper,  and  the  gold  would  leave  the  country.    The 
country  banks,  who  had  been  so  roughly,  treated  by  those 
who  opposed  the  Committee,  hinged  entirely  on  the  Bank 
of  England.    Perhaps,  he  said,  the  Committee  had  not 
allowed  enough  for  the  unprecedented  difficulties  in  the  pie* 
sent  situatioA  of  the  country ;  these  difficulties  had  much 
increased  since  their  Report  had  been  framed .«— Why  dkl 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Rose)  insist 
so  much  on  the  errors  of  the  Committee^  in  stating  the 
course  of  exchange  of  former  times  ?    When  he  stated  that 
the  course  of  exchange  had  been  formerly  against  us,  he 
should  bare  stated  the  difference  in  the  extreme  degree-" 
formerly  not  equal  to  the  expense  of  transportation,  and 
now  above  twenty  per  cent.    The  same  arguments  which 
were  now  brought  forward^  might  afterwards  be  brought 
forward  when  the  country  was  on  the  brink  of  ruin.    Ac^ 
cording  to  the  test  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side^ 
we  should  then  appear  to  be  in  the  greatest  prosperity, 
somewhat  in  the  same  manner  as  a  person  who  drops  down 
of  an  apoplexy,  frequently  appears,  shortly  before  in  the 
most  luxurious  health.    Our  finances  and  commerce  fierer 
appeared  so  prosperous  as  during  the  South-Sea  bubble. ' 
He  then  adverted  to  the  argument  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  founded  on  the  diminution  of  th^ 
circulating    medium  since  the  restriction  from  forty-six 
millions  to  twenty-four.    He  observed*  that  a  new  mode  of 
transacting  business  in  the  metropolis,  rendered  less  of  that 
circulating  medium  necessary.     Nobody,  be  said,  would 
bring  gold  into  this  country;  for  to  whom  were  they  to 
bring  it?    Not  to  the  Bank,  for  they  .would  not  buy  it: 
they  had  then  only  to  export  it  again.     He  lamented  that 
ao  much  had  been  said  about  perjury  in  exportingxoin,  and 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  to  allow  gold  to  follow  the 
laws  of  all  other  commodities.    The  House  of  Commons,  he 
said,  were  the  Mint,  in  which  were  coined  the  political 
opinions  which  pass  current  throughout  the  country,  and  it 
became  them,  therefore,  toset  this  question  at  rest     When* 
ever  the  Bank  Directors  knew  the  opinion  of  Parliament  to 
be  against  their  system,  they  would  carry  the  principles  of 
Parliament  silently,  but  efficiently,  into  execution. 
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Mr.  Rme  explained.  He  said  the  Act  of  1797  did 
awaj  two  niilliom  of  oaths,  aad  he  'had  fonoerlj  not 
eharj^  the  Committee  with  encouraging  fraud  and  peijoiy, 
bat  aaid  that  their  remedy  involred  fraud  and  perjury. 

jtfr.  Samuel  Thornton  disclaimed  the  idea  that  the  Bank 
issued  paper  to  an  unlimited  amount:  every  orie  of  the 
twmty«-four  gentlemen  at  its  head  had  a'  vote  whether 
each  sum  was  or  wns  not  too  high.  The  discounting  of 
bills  was  not  the  only  means  of  issuing  their  paper^  much 
being  issued  on  government  securities.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land at  their  beginning  vested  their  capital  in  government 
secmrities.  Why  should  not  Country  Bankers  vest  a  part 
of  their  capital  in  the  same  way  ?  After  adverting  to  the 
16  Resolutions  of  Mr.  Homer,  he  expressed  his  convic- 
tion that  there  would  be  no  limit  to  the  distress  and  embar- 
vassraent  Ihiit  roust  follow  the  restoration  of  cash  payments, 
under  circumstances  like  the  present,  the  necessary  effect  of 
which  must  be  io  compel  the  Bank  to  draw  in  their  issues. 
As  to  what  had  been  said  of  those  states  in  which  there  was 
no  paper  currency,  it  should  be  recollected  that  this  was 
because  they  had  no  credit  to  support.  (Hear  I  kearl) 

Mr.  Whiibread  declared,  that  after  so  many  speeches  of 
consummate  ability  had  been  delivered  in  proof  and  demon- 
stration  of  the  depreciated  state  of  our  currency,  he  should 
have  felt  that  some  apology  was  due* from  him  to  the  House 
forrisingon  this  occasion,  and  at  so  late  an  hour;  but  the 
honourable  Director  who  had  just  spoken,  had  opened  so 
new  and  so  tremendous  a  scene,  as  to  call  in  the  most 
imperious  manner  for  some  animadversion.  After  hearinj^ 
bim  declare  that  the  Bank  roust  be  ruined,  that  it  could 
not  go  on  if  compelled  to  return  to  cash  payments;  and 
after  comparing  this  declaration  with  the  opinion  of  another 
Bank  Director^  who  last  night  argued  that  our  currency  was 
the  destructive  effort  of  our  destructive  system  of  finance, 
and  after  seeing  that  both  differed  in  their  views  with  the 
right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  it 
became  the  House  of  Commons,  indeed,  to  paus^  and  deli- 
berate well  on  a  question  so  big  with  the  fate  of  the  country. 
And  here  he  must  say,  that  he  coincided  fully  with  tnre 
reasonings  contained  in  the  speech  of  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  to  him,  certainly  the  best  speech  which 
he  had  ever  heard  him  make  in  that  House.  What  a  con- 
trast di*l  not  the  sentiments  of  Ministers  and  the  Bank 
Directors  furnish»to  the  avoired  principles  of  Mr;  Pitt  fai 
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^mgpaaimg  tbe  Bank  nestriciioB  I  Mr*  Pitt  denied  tliat  aay 
evil  coula  arise  ftom  the  measure,  except  after  a  oevtai» 
period  ^of  daratioD.  That  period  has  been  fulfilled,  and 
the  predicted  eril  has  arrived.  Now,  however,  it  is  de^ 
finded  as  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  oar  commerce  and 
manufactures,  and,  above  all,  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
vrar.  There  coald  now  remain  no  doubt  that  the  Bank 
Directors,  that  Ministers,  and  that  the  noble  and  provident 
Statesman  who  bad  so  indulged  his  fantj  last  night  la 
rioting  on  the  luxuriant  blessings  of  paper  currency,  now 
contemplated  the  restriction  as  a  permanent  measure.  If 
Buonapart6  were  the  governor  of  the  Bank,  he  could  not,  in 
that  noble  Lord's  opinion,  adopt  a  more  injurious  measure 
to  this  country  than  the  resumption  of  cash  payments.  lie 
had  been  a  little  surprised  at  not  seeing  a  right  honourable 
|iroselyte  and  privy  counselor  join  in  this  eulogy  oa  depre- 
eiatnl  paper.  But  if  this  currency  was  so  propitious  to 
industry  and  manufactures,  from  what  cause  was  it  that  they 
kad  a  petition  lying  on  he  table  from  thirty  thousand  persona 
in  a  condition  of  the  most  extreme  distress,  and  urging  their 
wants  and  their  sorrows  in  the  ears  of  the  right  honou^ible 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?    That  right  honouraUe 

Smtleman  had,  in  a  triumphant  tone,  in  reply  to  an  hoa* 
iend  of  bis,  exclaimed,  ^^  O  happy  Hamburgh,  O  happy 
Holland,  to  have  been  able  to  have  preserved  your  ex- 
chang«ip  f'— This  was  language  not  more  unjust  to  bia^ 
honourable  friend  than  insulting  to  those  fallen  States-— 
fallen  and  prostrate  from  those  fatal  wars,  to  the  prolonga- 
tion of  which,  he  believed,  our  paper  system  might  have 
keen  but  too  conducive.  The  only  cause  of  any  apparent 
equivalence  being  preserved  between  paper  and  coin  was, 
unquestionably,  tne  penalties  of  the  law ;  and  he  did  think 
that  it  would  well  become  men  who  were  true  believers,  and 
who  pmyed  to  the  Divine  Being  not  to  lead  them  into 
temptation,  to  abstain  from  tempting  others  to  perjury  and 
fraud.  The  opinions  which  the  House  was  now  called  on  to 
adopt,  were  sanctioned  by  the  joint  authority  of  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Fox  ;  and  now  that  their  voices  were  no  longer 
beard  among  men,  the  disciples  of  those  great  political 
opponents  were  seen  to  unite  upon  this  question.  The 
boiiourable  gentleman  then  proceeded  in  the  most  animated 
strain  of  eloquence,  to  draw  a  picture  of  the  present  state  of 
this  conntry^  and  of  its  fdture  prospects.    Ave  regret  much 
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that  oar  limits  absolutely  prevent  us  from  giving  even  % 
leroole  sketch  of  it* 

Mr.  Marrjfnit  argued  at  considerable  length  for  the 
Resolutions  moved  bj  Mr*  Homer. 

Mr.  Homer  began  by  remarking  the  various  attacks 
irhich  had  been  made  on  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee, both  for  having  reported  contrary  to  evidence,  and 
for  not  having  paid  a  sufficient  deference  to  the  opinion  of 

Sractical  men.     lie  should  have  considered  the  Coramttteey 
owever,  as  having  abandoned  it^  dnt v,  had  it  acted  on  any 
other  evidence  than  such  as  it  deemea  conelnsive,  or  had  it 
neglected  to  form  opinions  for  itself.     He  drd  not  think  the 
Gmnmittee  had  been  very  courteously  treated  by  the  right 
hopourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  and  he  felt  it  necessary 
to  reply  to  some  of  his  observations  on  several  parts  of  the 
Report.      Mr.   Horner  then  proceeded  to  vindicate  the 
Committee  for  having  quoted  tne  opinions  of  Mr.  Godfrey 
and  Dr.  Drake,  the  characters  of  both  of  whom  had  been 
entirely  mistaken,  he  contended,  by  Mr.  Rose.     Mr.  Horner 
next  proceeded  to  comment  upon  that  part  of  the  speech 
of  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
which  referred  to  the  fact  of  an  eztrfiu>rdinary  issue  of  the 
Exchequer-bills  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  depreciation* 
He  wisned  to  know  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant 
that  Exchequer-bills  rfiould  be  understood  as  a  part  of  the 
circulating  medium ;    if  not,  that  case  could  not  applyt 
and  if  he  did,  it  was  the  first  time  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  was 
to  learn  that  Exchequer-bills  were  any  thing  eke  than  a 
mode  of  raising  capital.     Upon  the  subjects  of  standard 
and  depreciation,  he  should  say  nothing,  for  nothing  had 
been  left  to  him  to  say;  they  were  both  as  well  and  as 
clearly  established  as  any  topics  could  be  in  an  adverse  dis- 
cussion in  a  popular  assembly ;  but  this,  be  would  say, 
that  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  (Castlereagh),  and 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval),  admitted 
indirectly  the  tact  of  depreciation.    Their  argument,  that 
so  sudden  a  return  as  that  of  two  years  io  payment  in  specie, 
would  be  productive  of  incalculable  mischief,  this  argument, 
be  contended,  did  involve  in  itself  a  distinct  admission  of 
depreciation  ;    for  if  the  currency  had  not  depreciated, 
where  would  be  the  danger  in  returning?    {Hear^  hearl) 
Some  gentlemen  agreed  with  him  in  all  his  Resolutions  but 
the  last.    He  would  ask  those  gentlemen^  who  thus  admitted 
the  evil,  what  other  remedy  could  be  recommended  for 
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adoption  ?  Was  the  choice  of  this  reraedjr  to  be  left  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  or  wonld  a  declaration  of  the  real  state  of 
oar  currency  on  the  part  of  that  House,  without  assigning 
or  so^getting  any  rrniedy,  -would  not  such  a  declaration 
hnre  tne  natural  effect  of  accelerating  the  depreciation? 
(Heaff  hearl)  There  was,  in  his  mind,  no  practical  remedy 
but  the  resumption  of  cash  payments.  Heclid  not  mean  the 
immedUtte  resumption  of  cash  payments,  as  had  been  most 
unfairly  presumea,  and  then  most  fallaciously  ar^ed  upon. 
But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  aeplored  the 
scarcity  of  gold,  his  expression  was  rather  odd ;  gold,  he- 
said,  was  impossible  to  be  got^impossible  to  be  crot !  This 
firom  the  Minister  of  the  first  commercial  country  in  the 
world !  He  was  almost  tempted  to  ask  if  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  could  seriously  admit  the  evil  of  which  he 
(Mr.  H.)  complained,  to  be  of,  an  extent  so  serious?  He 
was  almost  tempted  to  ask  if  the  mines  of  Arnerica  were  yet 
exhausted  I  The  sold  leaves  this  country.  Why  ?  Because 
the  currency  had  Jest  its  value  here ;  restore  that  value,  by 
the  diminution  of  its  issues^  and  the  evil  is  remedied  at  once. 
In  the  various  instances  cited  by  the  other  side,  from  the 
earlier  periods  of  our  history,  it  was  extraordinary  that  at' 
most  or  those  periods  to  which  those  instances  refer,  the 
plenty,  and  not  the  scarcity  of  gold  was  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint* In  1697,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  that 
day  had  declared  the  kingdcna  to  be  undone  by  plenty  of 
gold.  An  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Manning)  had 
cited  Sir  Edward  Coke^  where  he  assigns  seven  different 
causes  for  the  then  depreciation.  Sir  £.  Coke  was  rather  a 
delicate  authority  to  cite  upon  such  asubject»  as  that  great 
lawyer  had  declared,  in  hi^second  Institute,  that  gold  coin  in 
its  unimpaired  purity  of  weijerht  and  fineness  was  ^^  inter 
regalia  et  magna  coronet  jura  ;'*  but  in  |hat  very  Report  (too 
long  now  to  refer  to)  was  to  be  foand  abundant  matter  in 
support  of  his  views  of  the  question.  He  next  referred  to 
an  opinion  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  as 
to  the  authority  ofLord  Bacon  on  the  subject  of  depreciation* 
He  had  said,  that  Lord  Bacon  bad  not  touched  upon  that  part 
of  the  question.  He  here  read  a  passage  (o  the  House,  sta* 
ting  Lord  Bacon's  opinion  thereupon.  But  not  to  detain  the 
Committet*,  he  stated  that  he  could  see  no  one  objection  to' 
{he  experiment,  at  least ;  bocaiise  if  the  Bank,  after  they  had 
endeavoured,  and  did,'  in  fact,  restrict  their  is&ues^  if  they 
could  then  come  down  to  the  Hguse  and  vxj  we  have  re* 
VoL.lll^J811.  2B 
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itrieted  oar  issues  and  yet  (he  market  price  has  not  fallen  to 
the  mint  price,  then,  indeed,  he  admitte4  tbatthe  Bank 
vould  hare  a  better  reason  to  question  the  ^^ood  e&cts  of 
their  contracting  their  issiies  than  any  of  tltciradFOcatea 
bad  yet  assignra.  As  to  certain  arguments  of  the  nobia 
Lord  (Casliercagb)  upon  the  fruitful  topic  of  a  paper  cUr* 
yancy,  he  could  only  say  that  were  he  (Mr.  Horner)  pas-^ 
M»ed  of  that  noble  Lord's  singular  power  of  reasoning-^ 
^could  he  adorn  tkat^  reasoning  with  all  the  6orid  beauties  of 
the  noble  Lord'd  as  singular  eloquence,  that  still,  he  should 
despair  of  convincing  the  Committee  that  a  depreciated 
forced  paper  currency  could  be  converted  into  tlte  strongest 
sinews  of  war,  and  was,  in  itself,  the  best  and  happiest  means 
of  prosecuting  a  prolonged  system  of  warfare  to  a  prosperous 
issue.  (Hear^  hear  \y  [After  a  variety  of  other  observations, 
Mr.  Horner  concluded  nearly  as  foltows.]  If  theiv  has 
been  a  departure  from  the  did  and  constitutional  mode- 
41^  circulating  the  legal  and  substantial  currency  of  the 
country*  the  charge  of  novelty  is  not  imputable  to  that 
proposition  that  would  go  to  restore  it.  A  general  rule 
la  the  great  system  of  circulating  medium  has  been 
avowedly  violated.  I  admit  that  that  Minister  is  wise^ 
and  happy,  who  knows  when  and  bow  to  deviate  from 
a  general  rule ;  but  I  contend  for  it,  that  there  is  stilt  more 
wisdom  and  more  felicity  in  knowing  when  and  under  what 
circumstances  that  generat  rule  ought  to  be  adhered  to 
(Hear  I);  but  that  above  all,  the  cool  trial  of  wisdom— the 
tr^e  test  of  fortune  is  to  know,  when  to  return  «fter  tlie  suc- 
cess of  an  apparently  justifiable  deviation  (//ear,  heart);  it 


the  celebrated  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  and  cited  by  him  as  an 
extract  from  a  memorial  of  one  of  the  greatest  Statesmen  thi* 
country  has  produced,  a  remonstrance  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 
from  her  ablest  Minister,  Lord  Burleigh,  when  at  a  time  that. 
Spain  was  aiming  at  universal  monarchy  (how  strange  the 
vicissitudes  of  empires !)  that  monarch  entertained  the  notion 
of  making  come  experiment  upon  the  national  currency ; 
the  langua«  is  simple,  but,  in  niy  mind,  prt^nant  with 
wisdom--^'  It  is  not  by  the  ends  of  wit,  or  by  the  shifts  of 
devices,  that  you  can  defray  the  expences  of  a  monarchy-^ 
but  by  sound  and  solid  courses. '*~(  Hear,  hear  I) 


L 
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Mr.  Perceral,  Loid  Castlereagh>  Mr.  Rose,  amtf  Mr. 
Horner  mntoall j  explained,  vben  at  four  o^clock  the  Com- 
mtttee  divided  on  the  first  of  Mr.  Homer's  Resolutions. 

A  ves      .        •        .        .        .  75 

Mocs       •         .         .         •         .         151 

Majority        ...  76        ' 

The  14  next  Resolutions  were  then  put  and  'D^tiTed 
without  a  division;  and,  on  the  iQth^  or  last  ReioIutt00| 
the  Committee  again  divided — 


Ayes 

JNoes       •••-•• 

45 

180 

Majoritj        • 
Adjonmed. 

1 

• 

* 

IIOUS£  OF  LORDSk 

7RIDAT,   MAT    10. 

9 

1NI0J.VXNT    DSBTORt. 

The  etder  of  the  daj  was  sead  for  going  into  the  Com- 
fldiilee  on  this  Bill. 

Jj^ri  EUenborcugh  rose,  and  9aid,  he  fek  it  his  duty  fa 
express  in  the  strongest  manner  his  oppositiofi  to  the  Bill 
and  iti  principle.  H<  particularly  objected  to  the  danse^ 
by  which  a  debtor,  after  submitting  to  six  months'  impri« 
aooment,  was  absolved  from  all  the  claimeof  his  ereditors. 
He  oonsidepsd  the  Bill  as  having  a  vicious  tendenej^^^ 
After  the  most  ample  consideration  he  could  give  to  it,  with 
aU  the  advaotagiea  of  observation  upon  the  soiojject  which 
the  situation  heMield  afbrded  him^  be  must  object  to  going 
JBio  the  Cdmmktee. 

The  Earl  9f  Moira  kpcAe  i»  support  of  going  into  the 
Committee.  The  ok^t  of  the.  Bill  was  not  to  fevour  the 
debCiar  at  the  expense  of  t4ie  eredtlor^  aa  the  learned  Lord 

med  to  suppose.'    On  the  contrary,  its  object  was  fair* 

IS  and^neiioe  to  both  creditor  and  debtor.  The  just  in-* 
serests  o^  the  creditor  had  never  been  laid  oat  of  the  oonsi* 
4emtion  of  those  who  supported  this  measure.  As  the  law 
aioed^  iac^Sjpect  of  persons  m  whose  behalf  this  Bill* 
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wu  framed,  it  was  really  a  mats  of  absurdity^  of  loiuttice, 
and  of  oppression.  For  upwards  of  twenty  veara  ne  bad 
cbeerfully  devoted  his  time  and  labour  to  tbii  important 
subject;  and  during^  that  time,  at  diflTerent  perfoidsy  the 
Douse  had  recognized  the  principle  and  object  of  the  Bill. 
For  the  truth  of  his  statements^  he  appealed  to  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack ;  and  he  desired  to  ktlow,  why  tha 
Acts  clearly  proved  to  the  House  had  not  been  contested  at 
the  time.  He  was  as  willing  as  any  noble  and  learned  Lord 
to  check  frauds,  and  prevent  impositions  npon  fair  predi* 
tors.  The  practice  ot  debtors,  possessed  of  considerable 
property,  submitting;  to  imprisonment,  and  bidding  defi* 
ance  to,  their  creditors  and  to  justice^  was  one  among  the 
many  gross  errors  and  evils  of  the  present  crude  and  un« 
equal  system  of  the  laws  on  thissobject.  He  concluded 
by  repeating  enei'^etically,  that  they  were' solemnly  pledged 
to  remove  the  difficulties,  and  to  do  away  the  absurdities 
and  injustice  that  at  present  characterised  that  system^  and 
which  bad  been  so  long  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  a  mat* 
ter  of  disgrace  to  our  legal  practice. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  though  he  had  paid  a 
long  and  attentive  consideration  to  the  present  measure, 
aided  by  many  opportunities  which  he  haa  possessed  of  ob« 
serving  the  practice  under  the  law  as  it  stood,  and  though 
he  felt  disposed^  if  he  could »  to  forward  the  humane  oh* 
jects  of  the  noble  Earl»  yet  he  w-as  convinced^  that  in  every 
point  of  view,  legal  or  commercial,  the  enactment  of  it 
would  be  a  step  of  great  impolicy.  Still,  as  the  Bill  had 
been  read  a  first  and  a  second  (ime,  he  trusted  his  noble  and 
Iearoe«l  friend  (Lord  Ellenborough)  would  wave  his  present . 
opposition  in  this  stage,  and  sufier  the  Bill  to  go  into  the 
Gonunittee,  for  which  purpose  other  noble  Lonis  had  at*- 
tended  that  day. 

Lord  EUenborough  was  convinced  of  the  purity  and  jus* 
tice  of  the  noble  &rrs  disposition,  which  had  led  him  so 
often  to  brinff  this  matter  Mfore  the  House.  He  meant  no 
•ort  of  incivility  to  that  noble  Earl,  for  whom  be  bad  aa 
much  respect)  and,  he  might  say,  friendship:  but  he  must 
a^ain  say,  that  all  bis  experience  and  observation  convinced 
ham  of  the  impropriety  of  passing  such  a  Bill.  The 
clause  by  which  six  months'  imprisonment  might  free  the 
debtor  from  his  obligations^  was  pardeularly  obnoxious*— • 
He,  therefore,  using  a  common  phrase,  would  only  aay, 
that  he  bad  nqtbiog  farther  tp  add,  but  that  he  npw  wiaho4 
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to  wash  his  hands  of  die  basioe«u  His  own  time  and  at- 
leotioo  would,  pe^hsp.  be  better  direcu^d  to  tbe  discharge 
of  bis  various  duties  in  another  place.  As  for  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Journals,  be  iNiew  verv  little  of 
it;  and  be  believed  that  to  be  tbe  case  .with  many  other 
noble  Lords*  He  concluded,  by  obsenriogt  thAt  with. re- 
spect to  tiietendencj  of  that  document,  Ti is  noble  friend 
migbt  have  the  consolatbo  offered  to  a  person,  who  ex- 
pressed in  his  latter  days  some  apprehension  lest  his  wri- 
tings should  do  injury  to  posterity,  when  the  .friend  of  that 
person  bid  him  be  easy  on  that  subject,  for  nobody  had  ever 
read  them. 
Tbe  House  tbeo  went  into  the  Commitlee.-i-Adjoamed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

PElDAYy  MAT   10. 
COMICITTEB  OF  WATS  ANP  MBAKS. 

Tie  Chapcf/lor  of  the  Exchequer  rose,  in  conseouence  of 
lat  he  had  last  night  intimated  to  the  House  witn  respect 
to  his  intentions  as  to  tbe  Distillery  Bill.  His  objfect  now 
was,  to  in]po««  a  duty  of  fourpenoe*hHlfpcnny  per  gallon 
on  all  Corn  Wash  from  which  Spirits  could  be  niad«*,  from 
which  Additional  duty  he  hoped  to  derive  400,000/.  He 
also  stuteci  hiH  inientiou  of  ^imposing  an  additional  duty  on 
all  foreign  spirits,  excepi  Rum.  He  then  moved,  tbat«  to» 
Wards  raii^ing  thf  Supply,  an  additional  duty  of  four-pence 
halfpenny  per  gallon  should  be  imposed  on  all  Corn  Wash^ 
from  which  Spirits  could  be  made;  which,  wiih  several 
other.  Resolutions,  was  agreed  to,  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Western^  Sir  J.  Newport^  and  Mr*  Ba[|if 
bam.— Adjourned. 

HOU&E  OF  LORDS, 

MONDAY,  MAY  13. 
BBRKBLBY  PBBHAOB, 

In  the  Committee  of  Privileges  on  the  Berkeley  Peerage, 
die  Lord  Chancellor  strongly  expressed  his  disapprobation 
of  tbe  publication  of  their  Lordships*  Minutes  of  the  evi- 
dence taken  in  this  case^  and  stated,  tbat  if  it  was  repeated 
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h  must  be  noticed  tn  another  hianner^  The  Judges  deli- 
vtrtd  tbeir  opinions  seriatim,  in  answer  to  tbe  question  p«t 
to  ibem;  and  after  some  conversation  In  the  Committee^  rt 
wa»  resoUed,  that  thb  deposition  in  Chancery  of  the  Earl 
4>f  Berkeley  onffht  not  to  be  received  in  evidence.  It  was 
then  agreed^  that  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  should  sum  up  on 
l^half  of  the  Ciaimaot  on  Wednesday^  and  the  Solicitor- 
Cfeneral  open  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  youngest  son. 

The  answer  of  the  Judges  was  also  recerved  to  thequea* 
tiw  in  the  case  of  tbe  Banbury  Peerage.^ — ^Adjourned. 
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MONBAT,  MAT  13« 
BAST-INDIA   COMPANY.^ 

Mr.  Dundas  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Hoose 

foing  into  a  CooMnitlee  on  a  Petition  of  the  £ast-India 
*ompa^y. 
Lord  Fotkatone  said,  that  before  the  order  of  the  day 
^as  read,  he  could  not  help  observing  upon  the  unseason- 
able hurry  which  had  been  betrayed  to  get  over  a  ouestion 
which  called  for  so  much  inquiry.  The  Petition  tiad  not 
been  presented  before  Friday  Jast,  and  it  was  impossible 
that  between  that  and  this  it  could  have  been  in  the  hands 
0f  tbe  Members*  so  as  to  possess  them  of  all  the  necessary 
information.  He  thought  too,  that  even  were  gentlemen 
ItiNy  acquainted  with  the  object  and  statements  of  that  Pe- 
tition, it  was  not  right  to  call  upon  them  to  decide  upon 
its  merits  before  ihey  had  been  furnished  with  the  Report 
6f  tbe  Committee  sitting  above  stairs  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
Ai9t>India  Company^ 

Mr.  DundoM  stated,  that  the  Petition  from  the  East-Indht 
Company  had  been-presented  on  Friday  last»  and  that  the 
usual  course  had  been,  when  in  former  sessions  Petitions  of 
a  similar  nature  had  been  presented,  to  take  the  Petkion 
into  consideration  on  the  following  day.  In  the  present 
case^  however,  there  was  yet  a  longer  interval.  With  re- 
spect to  the  Comniittee  up  stairs,  he  could  not  see  why  it 
wag  necessary  to  wait  for  their  Report,  in  tNrder  to  decade 
oa  the  merits  of  a  Petition^  respecting  wbicb  every  neoeiK 
sary  informatioo  vias  to  be  found  in  the  Reports  already  be* 
fore  the  House.  -» 
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Mr.  Crcevey  denied  that  the  House,  was  furnished  witb 
fall  information  to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  proper  deci* 
sion  upon  the  Petition*  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  consent  to  postpone  it,  be  should  move  thai  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  upoo  said  Petition  be  fixed 
ibr  Friday  next. 

Mr.  uundas  agreed  to  poetpqpe  the  Committee  ^1  Wed* 
Ipeadavy  but  could  not  consent  to  a  later  day. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  Whitbiiead  and  Wallace, 
Ford  Folkestone,  and  Mr.  Creerey.  it  was  agreed  that  the 
House  should  resold  itself  into  the  Committee,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  said  Petition  of  the  East-Iadia  Company 
on  Wednesday  next. 


THB   KIWO'S   ILLNESS. 


Mr.  Whitbremd  rose  to  put  a  ijtiestion  to  the  right  bo* 
noucable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  wished  te 
know  from  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  it'  was  im. 
his  contemplation  to  submit  to  the  House,  before  the  feer* 
mination  of  the  present  sessions,  any  measure  for  the  pnr*^ 
pose  of  providing  against  the  recurrence  of  a  siispenaioA 
of  the  Royal  mnctious,  in  cooseqiieBoe  of  the  King'a 
iliness  ? 

Mr.  Perceval  refdiedin  thc' negative. 

ilfr.  fVhitbread  then  gave  notice,  that  he  shosld,  o» 
Thursday,  the  30th  of  May,  move>  that  the  propriety  of 
making  such  provisions  be  takeu  then  into  consideration  hf 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  % 

^  OISTfilBUTION  OF  OUll  MILITARY  FOECS. 

ilfr.  HtUehimon  rose  for  the  purpose  of  once  more  post» 
poning  his  mdtion  that  stood  for  to-morrow,  respecting  the 
distribution  of  our  Military  Force.     The  House  woura  do 
faim  the  justice  to  recollect,  th^the  postponements  whicb' 
bad  hitherto  taken  place  were  not  imputable  to  him.     The 
Jong  debates  on  the  Bullion  li^port,  during  last  week,  ren- 
dered it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  procure  for  any  other 
topic,  however  important,  an  adequate  disc^isston ;  and  the 
continuation  of  that  discussion  for   perhaps   the   greater 
part  of  this  week,  together  with  the  business  fixed  for  each 
day^left  him  no  open  day  till  the  Md,  when  he  should  bring 
forward  his^  motion. 
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BXJLUOW  miPOET. 

Mr.  Famitiart  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House 
going  into  a  Committee  to  consider  farther  of  the  Report 
of  the  Bollion  Committee.  The  Hoaee  having  resolved  it- 
self into  the  Committee^— 

Mr.  Fansiitart  began  bv  stating,  thai  he  had  devoted 
every  possible  attention  to  the  Amendments  proposed  upon, 
his  Aesoiutions,  bj  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Horner),  and  that  he  was  now  (Prepared  to  give  to  the 
Committee  the  result  of  bis  deliberation's  upon  them.    At 
the  same  time^  before  he  should  proceed  to  do  this,  there 
were  one  or  two  preliminary  observations  which  he  Ivished 
to  offer.  It  had  been  imputed  to  him,  that  he  had  not  given 
seasonable  and  timely  notice  of  the  Resolutions  which  lie 
now  intended  to  propose.    He  stated,  that  he  was  not  ii| 
.possesion  of  the  Copy  of  the  Resolutions  first  proposed  by 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  before  the  ^3d  of 
April ;  and  when  it  was  considered  what  time  the  atten* 
tion  necen'ary  to  those  calculations^  and  the  preoaring  the 
Amendmenu,  which  he  intended  to  have  the  nonour  of 
sabmitttngy  it  would  not  be  presumed,  he  thought,  that  he- 
had  been  guilty  of  any  improper  delay.     Mr.  Vansittart 
further  said,  that  he  still  adhered  to  the  opinion,  that  the* 
Keportpf  the  Bullion  Committee  had  done  much  injury  to 
public  credit ;  and,  as  an  inUance,  mentioned,  that  some 
time  after  the  Report  had  been  published,  he  received  a  let« 
ter  from  a  foreigner  of  great  commercial  eminence,  and 
strooely  attached  to  (his  country,  requesting  his  opinion  of 
this  Report,  aud  slating,  at  the  same  time,  tha(  if  it  was 
correct,  biaidea  of  the  resources  of  this  countrv  wottid  be 
very  much  altered.  This  circumstance  induced  him  to  turn 
Iiis  attention  more  minutely  to  the  Report ;  and  he  hud 
writtan  io  answer,  that  he  thought  the  Committee  were 
mistaken.    The  more  he  considered  the  evidence,  the  more 
he  was  convinced  of  that  foct.    Adverting  to  the  omissions 
#f  the  Comniiitee,  be  stated  as  one  of  the  most  extraordi* 
nary,  that  they  had  not  examined  into  the  practicability 
of  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  on  the  part  of  the  Bank* 
I'hey  had  made  up  their  minds  upon   this  point  almost 
entirely  oii^  their  own  theory,    though  a  Bank  Director 
(Mr.  Baring),  aud  one  of  the  Membersof  the  Committee, 
afiirmed,  that  it  was  utterly  impraciicable,  and  that  the 
Bank  could  not  at  present  get  10,000/-  worth  of  bullion^ 
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eyfen  acfiOptr  cent,  premibm.  Thehonoari^le  and  learned 
Bioiper  bad  said,  \u  bis  eloqnefit  fl(>eech^  tbat  they  might* 
mi  ieaitj  attempt  to  carry  the  remedy  into  execution  ;  and 
if  it  was  found  not  to  answer,  they  might  stop  short,  and 
oo harm  would  b€  done.  What!  bo  harm  dona?  How 
much  dnl  theory  cloud  the  clearest  understanding !  Even 
the  honoarable  gentleman's  colleague  on  the  (x>mmittee 
bad  said,  that  the  coniiequences  would  be  little  sliort  of  a 
general  bankruptcy.  It  had  been  said^  that  it  would  do  no 
inrm  to  record  the  0|>inion,  that  there  was  a  depreciation. 
He  maintained,  that  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief 
to  record  an  opinion  c#  depreciation,  without  applying  a 

4  Feraedy.     Witn  regard  to  the  observations  made  on  the 

stoppage  of  the  Bank  of  France,  he  denied  that  the  Bank 
itt  question  made  greater  sacrifices  than  the  Bank  of  £iig« 
land,  which  purchased  bullion  at  a  loss  of  three  or  four  per 
cent,  and  would  have  continued  to  do  so  had  it  been  of 
any  nsa.  Jt  would  have  been  quite  absurd  to  have  cont^ 
Bated  it,  however,  for  the  coin  would  be  melted  down  and 
said  to  them  again.  Jt  had  been  acknowledged,  that  the 
lednction  of  discounts  by  the  Bank  of  France  had  produced' 
fciiare^— and  such  must  have  been  the  effect  here,  if  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  had  been  adopted.-*- 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer,  he  thought,  had  made 
too  great  a  concession,  when  ne  had  admitted  that  the  re* 
snmption  of  cash  paytnents  might,  render  the  exchange 

,  Kiore  favourable.     He  doubted  this  much.    A  reduction  of 

prices  consequent  on  that  operation  might  promote  exports 
nnder  other  circumstances,  and  thus  render  the  exchange 
more  favourable.  But  at  present  the  tyranny  to  which  tha 
Continent  was  subject,  would  prevent  exports;  and  efen 
with  regard  to  the  exchange,  the  measure  would  be  nuga« 
tory.  He  had  read  in  Johnson^s  Rasselas,  of  a  man  who 
thovght  the  management  of  the  winds  and  seas  was  comipit<» 
led  ioiiim  by  the  Almighty.  (Htar^  henr  ffrom  Mr.  Hor* 
mr^^nd  othtn*)  But  the  Bank  would, upon  their  plan,  be  in 
•  mud)  wofse  situation,  for  this  man  could  injure  none  but 
bimself,  but  they  would  be  madethe  instruments  of  ext^nsiv^ 
ffiiin.  Advertinglo  the  Amendments  of  the  learned  mover^ 
«pon  his  fiesolutions,  be  still  maintained,  that  what  he  had 
stated  was  correct.  The  exchange  had  almost  always  been  do* 
yr^ased  in  time  of  wnr,  and  large  foreign  expenditure.  In 
17}0il  waslliagainA  m;  in  1711  it  was  U  against  us; 
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)and  in  1714,  about  (be  time  of  the  peace  of  Utrecbt,  ^} ; 
and  all  this  while  the  expenoe  of  sending  money  to  Fhindei» 
was  only  1  or  S'per  cent.  He  next  took  a  view  of  the  ^ 
proceedings  with  respect  to  the  coin  in  the  time  of  King 
William,  and  contended  that  not  withstanding  the  rer^CQinage^ 
the  exchange  hud  continued  in  a  very  depre^ed  state  till  ihm 
pdace  of  Rjswick.  In..]  696,  it  was  at  22L  \s-  \0d.  against 
us,  and  in  September  1697,  after  the  peace,  it  was  only 
1.^  against  us.  The  fs^voifrablo  alteration  of  the  exchaofs^ 
was  owing  then  io  the  peace,  and  not  to  the  re^coinage^ 
which,  he  agreed  with  Lord  Liverpool^  should  have  been 
delated  till  the  conclusion  of  hosHlitieSy  a?  the  Qoin  was 
carried  out  of  the  country,  and  a  great  expence  was  incur- 
red  to  no  purpose.-  These  instances  provoi  how  mach  the 
exchange,  might  be  depressed  by  wars  and  other  circum- 
stancrs,  bdow  the  expence  of  transporting  the  metab* 
Confining  thp  view  to  the  effect  of  commerce  alone,  he 
sdmiitrd  that  while  ihe  intercourse  was  perfectly  free,  the 
excha^ii^e  would  be  balanced  by  the  expence  oftransporting 
the  uu'ials.-^Alier  again  stating  that  the  increase  or  decrease 
of  Hie  an)(>unt  ot'  banknotes  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
ex(  haifi^c,  he  proccedcxl  to  comment  on  his  own  Resolu* 
tions,  and  obM^rvol,  that  the  ^mflemcn  who  Mipported  the 
Re|:ort  apfx^ared  io  consider  the  btar*(iHFd  of  our  currency  as 
aonic  tangible  thing  (//f«r,  htar !  from  Mr.  Homer  and 
joth€n)\  but  J»e  maintained,  that  ill  their  sense  of  the  term^ 
there  never  had  been  a  standard  in  ibis  or  any  other  coimtry- 
"W' hen. the  coin  circulated  beneath  a  given  weight  and  fine- 
ness, their  standard  was  lost;  and  as  to  the  position,  that 
gold  was  the  measure  of  value,  he  ubservcnl,  that.from  17^ 
to  1797,  the  whole  debt  of  England  might  be  paid  in  six^ 
penres ;  and  even  now  all  payments  Jx^Iow  i:d/.  perhaps 
JOjOOO  for  l,might  be  made  in  silver  coin.— With  regard  Io  " 
the  gieat  names  alluded  to,^  he  stated  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
bad  proposed  an  alteration  in  the  standard  and  designatioa 
of  the  coin.  He  still  contended  that  bank  notes  were,  in 
public  estimation,  equivalent  to  the  coin-* distinguishing 
between  depreciation  from  excess,  and  that  froiii  discredit^ 
the  object  of  one  of  his  Rssolutipns  was  to  negative  the  ideft 
of  depreciation  from  discredit.  The  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  (Huskisson)  appeared  to  think  that  there  was  de- 
preciation from  discredit,  for  he  said  that  bank  notes  wrere 
not  in  comqaon  acceptation  equal /o  gold;  and  what  wai 
this  but  saying,  that  there  yiv»  a  depreci^tim  from  dijiCiidit? 


^  « 


f 

I 


KAT  IS.]  SOLLION  EBPOET*  195 

Yt€,  ia  bi8*pamphlety  he  bad  said  the  coDtrafy^  and  yAkkh 
was  be  to  bdieTe?  With  regard  to  excess,  he  maintained, 
that  it  could  ha?e  no  tfect  on  the  exchange  till  them  was  a 

freat  increase  ofiroports  as  compared  to  exports;  and  as  to 
iscredityihat  could  haye  no  influence  on*  the  exchange  till 
two  prices  generally  prevailed.    It  had  been  admitted,  that 
a*;depre9ion  of  the  exchange,  to  be  a  proof  of  a  depreciated 
currency,  must  be  univenal/  Yet,  for  the  last  tweire  years^ 
the  exchange  with  India  bad  been  in  our  favour,    if  ouc 
paper  was  depreciated,  the  people  of  India  were  simple 
enough  to  iakc  it  for  their  solid  bullion.     Ia  the  yeaV  1797, 
a  meeting  of  our  priuHpal  merchants  and  raonied  men  had 
been  held,  for  the  sake  of  supporting  the  credit  of  paper 
currency,  and  to  declare  their  confidence  that  the  paper  o^ 
the  3ank  of  England  was  equivalent  to  coiat    This  was  his 
object  on  the  present  occasion.     He  knew  no  measure  so 
lii^y  to  effect  it,  as  a  similar  declaration  from  tlie  same 
description  of  persons  at  the  present  moment.  '  He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  merchants  and  capitalists  of  Londoa 
were  as   willmg  to  adopt  such  a  measure  now  as  ihtf 
were   in  1797;    but,  wuatever  might  be  their    opinioa 
or  intention,  he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  becoming  in  the 
House  to  declare  such  an  opinion,  as  the  most  authoritative 
testimony  on  the  subject  that  could  be  given.    Having  gpne 
through  the  amendments  of  his  honourable /riend,  he  should 
pass  on  t6  the  last  Resolution.    On  it  many  statements  had 
been  made*    The  object  of  it  was  to  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  enemy  to  operate  on  the  circulation  of  the  6ank« 
With  respect  to  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  at  any 
certain  time,  he  thought  it  would  be  imprudent  to  come  to 
any  resolution  of  the  kind,    if  it  was  a  matter  merely  com- 
mercial, he  would  allow  it  to  remain  as  the  exchanges  had 
found  it,  convinced  tliat  it  would  find  its  level  in  time. 
But  here  we  were  called  on  to  find  the  means  of  carrying  on 
a  wasteful  and  destructive  war,  while  the  balance  of  ex- 
chan^  and  also  of  foreign,  trade  were  againat  us.    This  was 
a  problem  now  for  the  first  time  to  be  solved,  and  it  would 
require  aR  the  wisdom*  all  the  vigour  of  any  government  io 
dd  so  properly.    To  recall  our  armies  a,t  such  a  period  as  the 
present,  was  not  to  be  thought  of;  on  the  contrary,  he  agrc^ed 
with  the  Chancellpr  of  the  Exchequer  in  thinking  that  we 
were  now  paj^ing  the  price  of  oui^own  glory  and  of  the 
deliverance  of  Europe.    So  far  from  being  a  moment  for 
relaxing  in  our  endeavours,  the  present  was  a  period  in 
•  which  every  man  w^  more  p6i;uliarly  called  on  for  an  in« 
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urease  of  taertlcm.  The  propMiticm  whiok  he  now  snl>- 
mittedi  trouM,  in  his  mind,  m  Further  to  diseonoortttiv 
enemy  than  almost  any  other  that  conld  bt  adopted.  A  no* 
tber  y^y  he  presumed  to  su^^est  fpr  effix;tnal1y  doing  this; 
trould  be  a  reconciliation  with  America,  without,  however^ 
surrendering  any  of  our  just  rights,  such  as  we  enjoyed  by 
the  ancient  established  laws  of  Europe.      It  was  natural  for  * 

this  country  to  look  for  bullion  from  Mexico  and  4he  other 
countries  from  whence  she  had  been  accustomed  to  be  snp* 
plied.  If  it  could  not  be  had  at  present*  still  the  perioU  for 
cxpectinr^it  could  not  be  far  off,  and  ought  not  to  be  npg* 
lected.  These  propositions,  wbfch%e  now  begged  leave  to 
submit  to  the  House,  he  wished  to  reniind  them,  were  not  tb^ 
wcMrk  of  a  party  man..  He  belonged  to  no  party.  He  had 
been  treated  with  kindness  by  all,  and  had  received  favours 
Irom  none. 

Mr.  Percetal  here  moved,  that  the  Chairman  do  report 
progress*  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  accordingly  resumed,  when  a  message  was  ^ 

brought  from  the  Lords,  stating  that  their  Lordships  had 
^88^  a  Bill  for  the  better  preventing  vexatious  arrests,  by__ 
TBising  the  sum  for  which  persons  may  be  held  to  bail  in 
mesne  process. 

The  House  then  immediately  went  again  into  the  said 
Committee. 

Mr.  Magent  declared  that  there  never  vras  a  Committee 
appointed  by 'that  House  by  which  more  had  been  done  to  ^   « 

elicit  the  truth,  than  by  the  Bullion  Committee.  Their 
Report,  however^  was  said  by  some  gentlemen  to  have  done 
mischief;  and  it  had  been  alleged,  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
that  Report,  France  would  have  rescinded  her  Berlin  and 
Milan  Decrees.  His  own  merchants,  however^  had  theft 
told  Buonaparte,  tjiat  if  these  decrees  were  not  rescinded^ 
they  would  cause  the  ruin  of  France.  In  this  they  bad 
been  found  to  be  correct,  and  the  trade  of  France  was  now 
fedoced  to  a  state  almost*  of  total  annihilation.  If  so,  he  was 
willing  to  hope  that,  by  con)  paring  the  bist  ye^  with  the 
present,  the  situation  of  this  country  would  be  found  to  be 
Very  different  indeed.  Many  clerks,  no  doubt,  who  had 
received  credit  inconsequenceoftbeexcessiveissueofpapery 
and  who  bad  embarked  thousands  of  pounds  in  the  wildest 
of  41  speculations,  bad  got  thetr  names  into  the  Oazetie; 
but  had  the  re^l,  fair,  ana  substantial  merchant  been  reduced 
to  this  situation  i    No.    And,  of  oonrse^  instead  of  our 
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mercmntife  ftitm^ion  being  wone,  we  were  now  in  a  more 
wholesoine  state,  after  baring  got  qail  of  this  excess  of  « 
paper,  with  which  the  market  was  incumbered ;  and  wa 
bad  now  people  of  capital  veadj  to  embark  in  trade,  when- 
eyer  m,  fcir  prospect  of  doing  so  with  adyaalage  presented 
itarif.      He   askeo  then,  was  not  oar  tittiatioii  mended, 
and  that  of  France  more  Mien  than  it  bad  yet  been  ?    AN 
writers  i^reed  that  the  standard  must  be  either  in  geM 
or  silver:  it  could  not  be  in  both.    Till  tha  year  17I7| 
silver  bad  been  the  standard  in  this  country ;   then,  indeed, 
but  ro<^e  particularly  in  the  year  1774,  the  preference  was 
given  to  gold.    The  imin  question  b^ve  was,  if  paper  waa 
depreciat^  ?    He  should  not  go  over  the  arguments  on  this 
subject,  agreeing,  as  he  did,  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Cora* 
mittee,  and  with  the  gentlemen  who  had  followed  him,  in 
supporting  that  side  of  the  question ;  but  he  begged  to  sajr 
a  few  words  by  way  of  illustration.    He  had  never  before 
heard  of  an  inconvertible  paper  currency.    HSuch  an  idea 
bad  always  been  treated  as  a  vision,  a  $chenie^  a  chimera. 
It  might  be  carried  on  for  a  while,  but  could  never  be 
cegarckd  as  a  standard.     Our  paper  might  be  depreciated 
in  four  different  ways^-ist,    in  sending  of  suppUes,  pay, 
&C.  to  our  armies  abroad.    9nd,  In  our  imports.    Sd.  In 
^oor  exports-;  aii04thly,  as  to  our  situation  at. home.  Under 
the  first  of  these  heads,  we  had  to  send  abroad  last  year,  85 
millions,  and  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  our 
paper,  had  to  pay  ISO/,  for  every  100/.    Our  imports  were 
M  millions,  and  the  persons  who  sent  them  here  calculhted 
on  receiving  in  return,  not  what  Jive  called  the  valncj  but 
what  tiiey  found  on  the  (Continent  to  be  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  imports,  so  that  here  again  we  bad  to  pay  ISO/,  for 
every  100/.  that  being  the -rate  at  which  our  paper  was 
estimated  on  the  Continent.— -Again,  as  to  our  exports,  for 
what  was  worth  one  thousand  pounds  of  our  mbney,  those 
to  whom  we  sent  them,  would  only  give  800/.  if  to  be  paid 
for  in  gold.    Bank  notes,  therefore,  were  'depreciated  in  all 
these  respects.    He  could  not  resolve  in  his  rnind  any  other 
iatrifisio  value,  but  the  value  merchants  put  on  any  com« 
modity*     if  the  standard   was  found,   no  matter    what 
it  was;    but,   till  found,  every  thing  must  be  in    con- 
fusion.     If  the  Committee   chose  to   confess   that   the 
paper  currency  was  depreciated  SO  per  cent,  and  then  to 
soy,  let  it  stand  as  it  is,  he  had  no  objection.     But  the 
ataadanl  must  be  ascertained.    Paper  had  a  tendency  to 
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iocreaae ,  and  would  g9  on  increasiii^,  if  not  checked.  It  had 
been  said,  that  there  woold  b^  a  hardship  irt  calling  on 
people  io  make  payments  in  gold  now,  when  ft  was  at  an 
increased  prices  This  was  an  evil,  however,  which  would 
go  on  increasing  erety  year,  and  therefore  shorid  be  re* 
Doedied  at  once.  He  contended  that  paper  was  depreciated, 
when  compared  with  gold,  even  in  respect  to  articles  to  be 
purchased  in  this  country,  and  that  if  he  was  to  go  to  pur- 
chase an  article  of  gold  in  a  jeweller^s  shop,  he  would  get  it 
for  a  smaller  proportion  of  gold  in  coin,  than  if  he  were  to 
tender  paper  in  payment  of  it.  He  should  move  as  an  amend- 
ment on  the  ]6(b  KesolutioHith'atit  was  highly  expedient  that 
the  Bank  of  £ngland  should  resume  payment  in  specie  the 
moment  it  could  be  done  consistently  with  the  public  safety; 
The  evil  conk!  only  be  remedied  by  a  firm  determination 
to  reduce  the  paper  cunency  within  its  proper  lK>unds, 
and  by  preparing  for  a  gradual  resumption  of  payments^  in 
cash.  ' 

Mr*  Pattison  argued  at  some  length,  that  the  alterations  of 
the  exchange  were  not  necessarily  or  immediately  caused  by 
the  increase  in  the  issues  pf  bank  paper. 

jl/r.  H,  Thornton  recapitulated »  in  a  speech  of  consider- 
able ability,  many  of  the  arguments  adduced  in  his  former 
speech,  in  support  of  the  principle,  that  an  excess  of  pape^ 
currency  must  operate  unfavourably  on  the  foreign  ex- 
changes. He  observed,  that  there  had  only  been  three  cases 
produced  of  any  extraordinary  run  upon  the  Bank»  and 
each  of  these  instances  had  been  immediately  followed  by  a 
rise  of  the  exchange,  which  could  only  be  attributed  io  the  ^ 
limitation  of  their  issues.  In  1795  and  6  there  was  a  great  ^ 
demand  Yor  discounts,  and  the  Bank  came  to  a  resolution  to 
restrict  their  amount  weekly,  evidently  from  an  apprehension- 
that  they  might  then  be  led  into  excess.  In  the  years  of 
1801  and  ^,  the  large  importations  which  then  took  place 
did  not  depress  the  exchange  more  than  8  or  9  per  cent. 
The  honourable  ^ntleman,  after  a  great  variety  of  observa- 
tions on  the  effect  of  a  depreciat<xl  currency,  and  general 
rise  in  the  prices  of  coromoditief,  upon  the  course  of  foreign 
exchange,  entered  into  a  full  refutation  of  the  belief  of  many 
practical  men,  and  particularly  of  the  Bank  Directors,  that 
enlarged  issues  of  paper,  bj  multiplying  commodities, 
tended  to  an  ultimate  fall  in  their  prices.  The  question  lay 
between  the  Bullion  Committee  and  the  Bank ;  their  doc« 
trines  were  directly  opposed  to  each  other,  and  those  of 
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both  could  not  be  rigfat*^  He  called  upon  the  Minister  of 
*  the  country,  therefore^  to  know,  before  he  mnetioned  the 

'  opinions  ot- the  latter,  and  promulgated  them  to  the  world 
as  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  sjrstem.  The  Minister 
^rais  acthig  under  a  most  fearful  responsibility,  and  he  could 
bimself  percrive  no  safe  course  to  be  adopted,  but  in  the 
caeation  of  some  limitation  upon  the  issues  of  the  B^ink. 
It  had  been  urged  that  great  distress  had  been  produced  by 
the  limttatioB  of  the  issues  of  the  Paris  Bank :  but  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  reduction  was  from  90  to  5(1 
Biillions  of  livres  in  so  short  a  period  as  three  months. 

Mr.  Canning  said*  that  after  the  lucid  speech  which'  they 
bad  just  heard,  he  would  not  have  rentured  to  address  the 
House,  were  he  not  desirous  to  bring  the  debate  back  to  the 
indiTidual   question    before  them,  instead  of  entering  tft 
large  on  what  had  already  been  pronounced  on.    The  ques- 
tion now  before  them  was«  in  his  opinion,  difierent  front 
that  which  influenced  them  on  a  former  night,    tt  would 
be  very  unftir  to  suppose  that  all  who  opp«ise(l  the  Resolu« 
'  tions  moved  by  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Horner)  were 
prepared  to  go  the  lengtU  of  dtH'.laring  that  there  was  no  de* 
preciation  in  our  currency.     While  they  might  differ  front 
the  course  proposed  by  the  Bullion  Commiuee,  they  might 
at  the  same  time  think  the  depreciation  of  our  currency  wat 
so  clear,  as  to  stand  in  no  need  of  a  parliamentary  declara* 
tion  togive  it  credibility.     Many  might  oppose  the  RcsO* 
lutions  from  a  dread  of  precipitating  the  return  to  oash 
payments.    But  would  tlie  House  go  a  step  farther,  and  de« 
ciare  the  contrary  of  these  Resolutions  ?     After  having  de- 
cided that  the  course  proposed  by  the  Bullion  Committee  is 
Bot  to  be  adopted ;  th'it  the  B-ink  is  not  to  be  opened ;  and 
having  none  of  the  circumstances  pressing  upon   us  by 
ivhich  we  were  formerly  deterred,    it  had  been    thought 
by  the  light  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  that  in  this 
aituation  of  the  country,  it  was  becoming  the  wisdom  of  tbe 
liousie  of  Commons  to  declare,  for  the  first  time,  principles 
'Which  nothing  in  the  practice  of  our  Constitution  could 
aanction  (Hear I)     The  principles  of  the  Bullion  Com* 
mittee,  though  not  properly  an  innovation,  were»  in  a  Ii« 
suited  sense,  an  innovation,  because  tbey  proposed  an  alte« 
ration  in  the  existing  state  of  things ;  but  these  principles 
'  were  now  disposed  o^  and  a  new  series  of  propositions  were 

proposed,  gratuitouaand  unheard,  without  even  the  ple^ 
pf  necessity  to  sanction  tbem«    He  said  he  would  attach 
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kinwelf  to  the  ConRUIcraiion  of  the  principles  without  ent^ 
ing  into  details. — There  ^ere  three  oftheseretitcen  proposi- 
tions of  the  right  honourable  ^ontlenmn'  which  contained 
principles— >tbe  Isf,  theSiK  and  (he  15th.  With  regard  to 
the  IQth  and  17th  propositions,  he  would  merely  say  a 

*word,  bccapse  the  right  honourable  geiitieman  had  accused 
biiA  of  inconsistency  in  adopting  one  person's  premises,  and 
another  person's  conclusions,  as  if  these  premises  were  lesa 
true  because  proposed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  as 
if  principle^  were  true  or  fake  according  to  the  mover  of 
them.  The  eight  propositions  of  the  right  honourable  gen« 
lleman  appeared  to  him  to  state  exactly  our  monied  system. 
That  was  the  fixed  basis,  and  he  was  not  afraid,  so  long  as 
the  present  course  was  acknowledged  as  a  deriation ;  but 
then  if  the  Resolutions  did  not  acknowledge  the  'ddriation, 
it  would  not  be  considered  as  contrary  to  the  premises,  but 
in  consequence  of  them.  He  would  say  further,  that  he 
could  not  now  Yoie  for  the  two  last  propositions,  because 
the  eight  propositions,  which  served  as  a  basis  *o  them, 
were  taken  away— Hind  if  the  basis  was  fake,  it  threatened  us 
irith  mischief*  He  considered  indeed  most  of  the  proposi- 
tioBs  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  of  sBsatl  impor- 
tance whether  adopted  or  not.  Th^y  contained  a  good  deal 
of  information  not  applicable  to  the  business  of  the  day. 
They  threw  some  light  on  the  prices  of  corn  ;  and  if  the 
prices  of  other  commodities  had  been  in  like  manner  illus- 
trated in  them,  they  would  have  proved  a  vali»abie  acoessioa 
to  a  hktory  of  commerce.  With  respect  to  the  first  propo- 
sition,  it  was  to  be  coqsidered  in  two  ways,  1st,  Positively 
as  to  the  law ;  and  Sdly,  Relatively  as  to  the  subject  in  dia* 
|)nte.  Respecting  the  first,  to  say  the  least,  it  led  to  false 
inferences  and  deductions.  In  a  popular  sense,  the  right  to 
alter  was  right  and  correct';  but  that  could  never  be  under* 
stood  to  apply  to  an  alteration  of  the  statidaid.  This  was 
peither  the  common  understandinff  nor  the  language  of  law* 
what  did  .our  most  popular  law  works  say?  Blackstone^ 
while  treating  of  the  King's  power^  expressly  states  that  it 
docs  not  extend  to  debasing  it  below  sterlin(g  value,  and  that 
foreign  coins,  when  ordered  by  the  Sovereign  to  pass  current 
in  this  countrji^  must  agree  with  the  standard  of  our  owa 
coin.  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  indeed,  acconling  to  Black^tone, 
was  of  a  different  opinion*  but  from  the  passage  alluded  to 

-  in  Blackstone^  as  it  appears  cited  in  Lord  Liverpool's  book^ 
Sir  Matthew  Hale  considered  an  opfwaite  conouct  neiUieff 
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safe  nor  honourable.  Would  the  House  of  Commons  give 
m^gn&ier  extension  to  the  prerogative  than  a  Crown  Lawyer  ? 
Xhe  right  honourable  gentlequan  states,  bv  prodamation  and 
hy  advice  of  the  estates  of  the  realm-  He  did  not  mean  to 
denjr  the  force  of  proclamations ;  but  in  better  times  Parlia- 
ment came  in  for  a  share  of  the  power ;  and,  in  general*  the 
mcnsiire  originated  in  Parliament^  while  it  waa  executed  by 
the  Crown.  It  became  them  to  guard  against  an  error  in 
terras,  which, while  theycbntained  truth»aid  not  contain  the 
whole  truth,  and,  though  true  in  theory,  were  not  true  in 
practice.  But  what  was  the  present  question  ?  Depreciation. 
iVould  these  Resolutions  answer  the  public  mmd  ?  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  the  King  may  change 
the  coin  of  the  realm.  Wa^  that  a  satisfactory  answer  ? 
Have  the  Bank  issues  occasioned  a  depreciation  ?  It  may  be 
▼ery  Well  for  the  Bank  to  throw  the  responsibility  on  the 
Crown,  but  that  was  not  the  present  question.  With  respect 
to  foreign  domesticated  coin,  the  doilari  for  instance,  had 

||  snffeiied  an  alteration.     What  did  the  present  Resolution 

say  ?    The  King  has  power  to  alter.     What  did  Blackstone 

f-  say  ?    He  couples  this  power  with  a  reference  to  domestic 

'  and  relative  value.    I'he  complaint  was,  that  while  the 

dollar  was  equal  to  the  crown  as  9  to  10,  the  Bank  had  al* 
tered  it  to  1 1  :  10.  The  question  here  was  depreciation  ; 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  gave  for  answer,  that 
the  King  had  poWer  to  do  all  that  he  had  never  thought 

!  '  proper  to  do.     What  practical  application  was  here?  Con- 

sidering that  the  Resolutions  of  the  Bullion  Committee  were 
'  not  on  the  Journals  of  the  House,  and  that  the  Resolutions 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  appear  to  grow 
out  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  he  thought 
tiiem  a  gratuitous  recognition  of  a  prerogative  wt^ich  was 
never  called  in  question »  and  at  the^same  time  containing 
what  roust  be  understood  by  every  man  as  a  banishment  of 
Parliament  from  every  share  in  concurring  ^with  or  control* 
ling  the  Crown.  He  came  next  to  the  third  Resolution,'  the 
obiect  of  which  was  to  tottle  the  mind  of %he  community. — 
There  were  four  obvious  ways  in  which  that  might  be  at« 
tempted  to  be  done.  Ist,  By  proclamation  without  consent 
of  Parliament ;  8d,  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  3d,  by  the  Reso* 
lutions  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  4th,  by  the  Rc« 
Solutions  of  one  House  of  Parliament :  but  he  believed  that 
it  was  never  before  undertaken  to  be  declared  by  one  House 
of  Parliament,  not  what  was  its  own  opinion,  but  what  was 
Vol.  111.— 1811.  ftD 
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tbe  opinion  of  tbe  agitated  comniunity.  This  would  be 
sbmething  like  a  judge,  ulio,  in  pronouncing  judgment^ 

^should  declare  that  be  did  not  pronounce  hi$  own  opinion^ 
but  tbe  opinion  of  the  litigants.  (J  laugh)    If  ever  there 

^  was|i  question  on  which  great  diversity  of  opinion  prevailed, 
it  was  the  present ;  and  a  man  might  be  allowed  to  state  his 
'cwn  particular  opinion ;  but  to  saj  that  any  inan,^  or  any 
body  of  men,  should  state  what  was  the  settled  opinion  of 
the  public,  was  singular  enough.  Such  a  decision  brought 
to  mind  a  passage  in  Milton : 

— Wherie  Chaos  umpire  siti. 

And  his  decision  more  embroiii. 

This  was  like  telling  the  pubTic — Gentlemen,  you  are  all  in 
the  right;  little  as  you  may  think  it,  you  are  all  of  one 
opinion.  (^  laugh*)  Tbe  proposition  \%hich  was  brought 
forward  with  more  tlian  ordinary  gravity  anil  solemnity, 
what  was  it  but  a  mockery  of  the  public  ?  Here,  however, 
there  was  one  qualification  ;  bank-notes  werie  not  equal  to 
coin,  but'  legal  coin.  It  was  true  they  were  equal  io  the 
legal  coin,  because  tliey  and  the  standard  were  tied  and 
bound  together — tbe  dead  and  tbe  living  body  are  joined 
together.  The  question  was,  whether  this  deviation  from 
tbe  standard  was  to  be  considcre<l  as  a  depreciation  ?  He 
says  bank-notes  are  equal  in  all  purchases  to  which  coin  is 
legally  applicable.  Was  the  purchase  of  bullion  not  a 
legal  transaction  ?  And  no  man  could  say  that  without  tbe 
support  of  the  law  the  tMO  woukl  here  be  equivalent. 
W  bat  could  be  n^ore  absurd  than  such  a  declaration  F  What 
was  the  history  of  all  squabbles  and  divisions  which  have 
unsettled  mankind,  but  a  series  of  creeds  \\bicb  the  secular 
arm  has  been  called  in  to  support.  Tbe  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  said,  that  Parliament  would  ])lcdge  ifhclfto 
adopt  a  certain  opinion.  This  was  something  new  in  the 
history  of  believing.  All  tbe  martyrs  to  opinions,whom  the 
world  bad  yet  seen  bad  in  every  instance,  be  imagined,^ 
been  impic&sed  with  a  serious  conviction  of  the  truth  of  their" 
principles,  but  no  one  ever  pledged  himself ^to  believe  the 
particulai  belief  Mbich  he  intended  to  believe.  (J  iaueh,) 
The  opinion  of  the  public  must  either  rest  on  law,  or  tact, 
or  fancy,  or  imagination.  As  to  the  law,  that  bad  been  dis- 
cusscd—- and  as  to  tbe  feet,  in  Ireland  guineas  were  sold  with- 
out Itt  or  hindrance  at  a  premium — and  did  be  forget  that 
Ireland  was  a  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;   Heplcdged  the 
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people  of  Ireland  to  contradict  what  passes  under  their 
eyes*    It  would  be  worthy  of  the  cliaracter  of  that  House 
to  e^  and  tell  them,  in  lan.i^uage  which  (be  warmest  biji^ts 
of  ihetr  creed  never  equalled  ill  extravagance,  that  a  guinea 
and  bank  paper  were  equal — to  tell  tiu'm»  not  that  they 
should  believe,  but  what  is  more,  that  tltcy  had  believed  it. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  asked  him  in  a  taunt« 
ifig  manner,  how  he  could  fix:  standard  in  a  lasting  manner, 
when  that  standard  was  in  its  nature  variable. — The  influx 
of  the  metals  no  doubt  r»(Fected  thejrelativc  value ;  but  that 
did  not  alter  (the  quality.    There  was  somethins:  similar  in 
the  history  of  (he  system  of  the  world.     Galileo  thought 
he  bad  discovered  that  the  earth  moved  round  the  sun ;  but 
the  holy  brotherhood  resolved  that  the  sun  moved  round  the 
earth,  and  the  most  dangerous  consequences  would  result 
from  the  opiaioa  of  Galileo.     He  then  adverted  to  the 
practice  of  the  Attorney-General,  who  hacT  thought  projier 
to  bring  down  the  statute  of  Etlward  tlie  Sixth  from  the 
shelf,  where  it  had  been  peaceably  lying  %vith  those  against 
ioTCstalUDg  and  regrating,  and  a  pumber  of  others  whick 
the  wisdom  or  folly  or  vacillation  of  later  times  bad  not 
thought  proper  to  enforce.     Queen  Mary  was  an  amiable 
enforcer  of  such  statutes.     He  then  adverted  to  the  1 5tli 
Kesoltttion,  which,  he  said,  turned  on  the  meaning  of  an 
emphatic  ^vord,  upon  the  meaning  of  the  word  internal, 
whether  intrinsic  or  circulating  was  to  be  understood  by  it. 
Mr.  Canning  tlien  concluded  by  stating,  that  if  they  were- 
to  do  nothing,  they  shoukl  leave  nothing  to  undo  ;  though 
be,  for  his  part,  was  not  one  of  those  wno  could  yet  believe 
that  the  fortunes  of  bii^  country  were  so  humblod,  or  her 
character  so  changed,  as  that  she  could  not  right,  whatever 
wrong  tile  passing  hurry  of  events  might  have  gathered 
around  the  greatness  of  her  progress.     (Hear !  hearl)     He 
could.  nA  see  why,  in  this  instance  alone,  she  should  be 
afraid  to  look  her  danger  in  the  face,  and  calculate,  in  the 
cool  prevention  of  undismayed  wisdom,  upon  thecerUiinty 
of  resisting   and  suppressmg  it.    (Hearl   hearl)     The 
remedy  was  before  us ;  not,  indeed,  easily  obvious  to  those 
who  denied  the  existence  of  a  standard,  or  who  made  it  so 
fleeting  as  to  imagine  that  it  i^cd  irom  us*  and  not  we  from 
it«**meQ  who  contended,  even  at  the  moment  that  the  stream 
of  their  prejudices  were  hurrying  them^away,  that  it  was 
tiot  they  who  moved,  but  the  object  fron>  which  they  were 
letreatii]^.    Ttrrat^  urhe^ue  recedimt.     With  such  it  was 
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in  vain  to  argue ;  bat  to  othen,  he  would  say,  that  the 
standard  of  our  coin  ivas  as  fixed  as  all  the  most  solemn 
sanctions  of  society  could  make  it,  and  as  immutable  as  the 
institution^  of  society  could  make  any  human  ordinance 
immutable.  With  respect  to  the  gmnd  desideraium  of  a 
remedy,  be  was  aware  of  the  difficulty  and  danger  of  that 
))art  of  the  question  :  but  he  thou^^ht  one  thing  might  be 
done  which  would  not  be  liable  to  the  other  numerous  ob- 
jections to  the  adoption  of  a  remedy  in  general,  and  which 
would  interfere  with  no  principle  of  public  faith-  He  was 
aware  that  an  idea  had  very  generally  gone  abroad  respect- 
ing  the  enormous  gains  of  the  Bank ;  and  the  latent  concert 
amortgst  that  corporation  to  promote^  by  the  continuance 
of  the  restriction,  the  progressive  increase  of  such  enor- 
mous gains.  This  idea  he  believed  to  be  a  mistaken  one. 
He  neither  thought  their  gains  enormous,  not' the  Bank  privy 
to  the  undue  increase  of  them— <x>n8idering,  therefore,  tliat 
the  Bank  would  be  bound,  in  the  event  of  peace  to-morrow, 
by  their  origiftal  stipulation,  of  resuming  cash  payments  in 
six  months  after  ;  his  proposition  was/ that  as  their  profits 
had  incidentally  increased,  that  all  such  as  were  beyond  a 
certain  and  limited  degree,  should  go  to  the  establishment 
of  a  fund  towards  the  resumption  of  cash  payments.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  as  an  Amendment,  that  the  Chairman 
do  now  leave  the  chain 

I7i€  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke  at  great  length 
in  support  of  the  Resolutions.  He  contended  that  the 
depreciation  of  bank  paper,  if  it  really  existed,  ought  not  to 
alarm  us,  while  the  diminution  of  the  notes  would  intro- 
duce inextricable  embarrassment  into  our  mercantile  trans- 
actions, and  would  palsy  the  military  efforts  of  the  country. 
The  efiects  which  we  witnessed  were  produced  by  the  un- 
natural state  of  the  commerce  of  the  world,  in  consequence 
of  the  system  of  our  enemy*  The  Dutch  fisherman,  for 
instance,  who  would  take  specie  alone  for  his  commodity, 
would  be  very  glad  to  exchange  it  for  coffee  or  sugar,  was 
he  not  prevented  by  the  severest  penalties*  It  was  this  un- 
natural state  of  things  that  proauced  the  drain ;  and  was 
not  our  internal  circulation  to  be  kept  up,  in  such  circum- 
stances, for  the  purpose  of  supporting  our  agriculture  and 
domestic  commerce,  which  werethemain  props  of  all  our 
exertions  ?  Those  who  thought  that  the  honour  and  safety 
of  the  country  depended  on  tne  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  must  be  cautious  how  they  touch  the  national  lesources. 
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With  regard  to  exchange,  it  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that 
the  India  exchanges  were  lately  very  much  improved  ia 
fii^nur  of  this  country.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  ? 
Why,  it  was  because  the  measures  of  Buonaparte  had  no 
influence  up<{n  that  commerce,  and  could  not  affect  the 
balance  of  trade.  As  to  the  security  of  bank-notes,  he 
should  concur,  that,  when  the  Exchequer  received  in  pay* 
ment  every  quarter  almost  as  many  bank*no(es  as  were  in 
currency,  this  alone  afforded  a  very  considerable  security, 
and  was  likely  to  preserve  their  value,  and  their  credit  in 
circulation.  The  simple  proposition  was,  that  notes  were 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  good  as  cash  for  internal  pay* 
ments,  So  he  apprehended  it.  was,  in  spite  of  some  extra<* 
ordinary  cases,  and  so  he  apprehended  it  would  be.  There 
bad  been  onlv  one  case  where  coin  had  been  demanded  by  a 
creditor,  and  pronounced  to  be  the  only  legal  tender ;  and 
did  not  this  prove,  that  in  the  cooimon  transactions  of  life^ 
bank-notes  were  held  to  all  intents  and  purposes  equivalent 
to  coin  ?  Upon  the  whole,  the  present  times  were  totally 
different  from  all  former  precedent,  both  in  respect  of  our 
foreign  expenditure,  and  the  state  of  commerce.  If  the 
mound  erected  by  the  enemy  against  our  continental  trade 
were  once  removed,  this  coimtry .  was  full  of  all  those  com* 
roodities  which  would  speedily  restore  the  exchanges.  Un- 
doubtedly the  expenditure  of  a  war  of  twentv  years  had 
greatly  increased  the  circulating  medium,  the  value  of 
which  was  of  course  diminished,  in  the  same  way  as  would 
be  effected  by  a  great  influx  of  the  precious  metals.  But 
this  operation  had  taken  place  gradually,  and  therefore,  so 
far^  injustice  to  creditors  had  neither  been  intended  nor  pro- 
duced. With  these  views,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  concur- 
ring with  the  Resolutions  of  hb  right  honourable  friend* 

Mr.  Canning  explained. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Morris,  the  question 
was  loudly  called  for.— A  division  then  took  place,  when 
there  appeared, 

.  Against  the  Amendment  •»        8S 

For  it     -        -        -        -        -       4S 

Majority  -        -        -       89 

« 

The  Resolttticms  ytew  therefore  carried^  and  ordered  i^ 
_be  reported. 
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Mr»  Tkmey  ^vc  notice,  that  on  the  bringing  up  of  the 
Report,  he  shoukl  more  an  Aniemlment  on  the  two  last 
Resohitions,  theXTect  of  which  AmendmeDt  would  be  to 
get  rid  of  the  whole  of  Hiem. 

Mr.  Whithread^  in  the  absence  of  a  right  honourable 
friend  of  his,  j^avc  notice,  ihat  (We  motion  on  the  Catholic 
PciitioB  would  be  brougiU  forward  oh  the  31st  instatnt* 

'Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  IX)RDS. 

TUESDAY,    MAY  14. 

The  Royal  Assent  wa«  given  by  Commission,,  in  the  name 
of  the  Prince  Regent,  to  sixty-one  Bills.  The  Com  mis* 
idonrrs  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Winch  ilsca^ 
and  Lord  Mulgravc.  \ 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

TUESDAY^    MAY  l4.        ' 
BOARD   OF    CONTROL. 

3/r.  /Z.  Dundas  said,  he  rose  in  consequence  of  the  notice 
he  hud  given,  to  bring  forward  hi^  motion  relative  to  the 
Board  of  Control.  The  House  were  in  jiossession  of  the 
putters,  and  were  aware  that  the  salaries  ot'the  officers  and 
clerks  of  that  Board  were  fixed  by  an  Act  passed  in  l793. 
At  that  iime,  and  by  that  Act>  the  sum  of  5,000/.  had 
been  allotted  for  the  payment  of  the  Commissioners  and 
Officers,  and  1 1 ,000/.  for  those  of  the  Clerics  of  that  Board  ; 
but  though  that  sum  Vvas  then  deemed  to  be  sufficient^  it 
was  found  not 'to  be  so  at  present*  It  had  not  hctn  his 
intention  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  House,  till  he  was 
able  to  lay  before  them  the  general  statement  of  the  Com- 
pany'i»  affairs  ;  but  he  found  if  he  delayed  any  longer  doing 
so,  there  would  be  no  alternative,  but  cither  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  Clerks,  or  to  dismiss  a  part  ^f  them,  which 
would  greatlj*  regard  and  embarrass  the  business  of  the 
Hoard.  He  supposed  the  increase  would  amount  io  15  or 
J  6,000^.  He  meant  also  to  propose,  that  the  Act  of  last 
Session  for  regulating  the  salaries  should  be  altered,  and  a 
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poTver  given  to  ilie  Comroissioners  similar  to  that  of  all  other 
public  offices.     There  ^^as  anaiber  circumstance  ^bich  be 
teit  himself  rather  disinclined  to  mention,  &oro  motives  of 
personal  delicacy  ;  but  it  Tvas  so  interwoven  with  the  other 
part  of  the  measure,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  avoid  it* 
Among  the  other  salaries  which  it  was  in  ccuitempl^tiun  to 
increase,  was  that  of  the  office  which  he  himself  held,  vis* 
tbe  President  of  the  Board  of  Control.     Whether  this  in<* 
crease  of  the  salaries  rai^ht  be  deemefl  improper,  and  in  what 
decrees,  it  would  be  ior  the  House  to  determine  when  the 
}}tll  was- brought  in.'    Another  object  of  the  Bill  related  to 
the  power  of  tbe  Court  of  Directors,  as  to  restoring  officers 
dismissed  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial.    There  was  at 
present  an  act  in  force,  which  says  that  in  cases  of  officers 
dismissed  by  a  competent  court,  tlie  Directors  should  not 
have  power  to  restore  tliem.      Hitherto  it  had  lK»en  the 
custom  to  consider  the  words  **  a  competent  Court,"  as 
relating  merely  to  civil  situations,  and,  not  to  court»-roartial. 
There  existed,  therefore,  a  serious  doubt  on  this  point, 
which  it  was  hb  wish  to  remove.    Another  very  material 
point    which    this  Bill    he    meant    to  move    for  would' 
embrace,  was  that  which  respected    the  hiring  of  ships. 
The  Directors  are  at  present,  to  a  certain  degree,  restrained 
io  that  particular,  and,  by  the  Act  of  1797,  obliged  to  give 
fourteen  days  notice  of  their   intention.    This  restriction 
bad,  io  cases  of  pressing  emergency,  been  fqund  extremely 
inconvenient;  as  where  a  ship  had  been  lost»  or  taken  by 
the  enemy,  the  necessity  of  sending  out  another  ship  to  re- 
place her  cargo  was  evidept ;  anu  it  was  equally  so,  that 
the  Directors  being  obliged  to  give  fourteen  days  notice  of 
their  intention  to  take  up  such  other  ship,  was  attended 
with  great  delay,  inconvenience,  and  frequently  with  injury 
to  the  service.     It  was,  Uierefore,  thought  necessary  that  the 
Directors  should  have  the  power,  en  any  emergency,  to  hire 
or  take  up  ships  without    the  notice  hitherto  required. 
Those  were  the  chief  objects  of  the  BilU  and  he  di^l  not  {pel 
it  necessary  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  farther  than 
to  move,  ^^  That  leave  be  giVen  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for. 
making  fartiier  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of^ 
the  Officers  and  Clerks  of  tlie  £iist*tndia  Company,  to  au* 
thorise  the  Directors  thereof  to  restore  officers  dismissixl  by 
courts-martial,  and  to  enable  them  to  take  up  sbijM  on 
ediergencies  withont  notice.'* 
On  tbe  question  being  put — 
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Mr.  Creetey  said,  he  had  certainly  no  objection  to  the. 
increase  of  salary  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  0>ntroL 
It  was  a  very  arduous,  laborioas,  and  fatiguing  situation, 
amd  descrvecf  an  adequate  remuneration.  When  the  Board 
mras  first  established,  he  thought  that  (he  Commissioners 
places  ¥1  ere  just  made  for  the  employment  of  four  Members 
of  Parliament.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  President  ought 
to  have  four  out  of  the  five  thousand,  or  even  the  whole  five 
thousand  a  year,  and  the  Commissioners  should  have  no- 
thing. The  President  ought  certainly  to  have  more,  and 
the  Commissioners  to  have  less.  He  (Mr.  Creevey)  was 
for  his  t^rt  ready  to  make  them  a  present  of  his  place. 
iJ  laugh.) 

After  a  few  words  from  Lords  Morpeth  and  Castlereagh, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IRISH    AND    ENGLISH   MILITIA. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  rose  to  bring  forward  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  vie.  to  permit  an  interchange 
of  the  services  of  the  Irish  and  EngUsn  Militia.  It  was,  he 
said,  a  subject  on  which  there  might  be  ^ome  difference  of 
opinion ;  but  he  flattered  himself,  when  the  situation  of  the 
two  countries  was  duly  (Considered,  when  it  was  recollected 
that  they  were  become  one  as  it  were  by  a  legislative  incorpo- 
ration, he  should  think  all  their  military  operations  ought 
^o  be  the  same,  and  equally  directed  to  the  mutual  weltore 
and  interest  of  the  whole  empire.  At  the  time  when  the 
union  of  the  two  countries  actually  took  place,  the  necessity 
of  this  measure  was  not  the  same»  nor  did  it  wear  the  same 
aspect  as  at  present.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion, 
however,  might  prevail  on  that  head,  we'  ouglkt  so  to 
arrange  our  military  force  as  to  leave  the  largest  possibly 

fortion  of  our  regular  army  disposable  for  foreign  service, 
t  had  been  observed  to  him,  that  this  measure  was  not 
necessary^  because  on  emergencies  the  militia  of  each  country 
have  always  volunteered  their  services,  and  no  doubt  they 
would  again  do  so  if  the  same  circumstances  a^in  occurred  : 
but  still  he  thought  it  proper  to  place  this  matter  on  a 
permanent  footing.  He  referred  to  the  campaign  in  Por- 
tugal, and  observed  how  great  would  have  been  our  ad- 
vantage^  if,  instead  of  sending  to  Sicily,  Flali&x»  and  other 
distant  situations,  for  troops  to  reinforce  our  brave  army,  we 
had  been  able  to  send  off  immediately  a  portion  of  that  fine 
ntwy  that  was  locked  up  in  Irelaud,  by  sending  over  a^ 


BIAT  M;]  iniSH  AND   SNGLISH   MILITIA.'  909 

eqahl  namber  of  EncfUsh  Militia,  and  bringing  the  same 
Bumber  of  Irish  Militia  here.     He  should  not,  however,  do 
justice  to  the  case,  if  he  confined  the  advantages  likely  to 
result  from  this  measure  to  military  operations  alone.    The 
moral,  social,  and  political  effects  of  it,  be  doubted  not, 
would  be  more  extensively  valuable.     We  must  not  talk  on 
this  subject  merely  as  natives  of  one  or  the  other  p-irt  of  the 
empire,  but  should  embrace  a  much  larger  field  of  observi^- 
tion.  We  should  consider  what  must  naturally  be  the  con- 
sequence of  large  bodies  of  the  country  gentlemen  of  eich 
inland  goings  over  U>  the  other  to  rernaiu  for  a  certain  length 
of  time.    They  must  of  course  soon  become  boi  ter  acquainted 
with  the  customs  and  manners  of  those  whose  country  they 
respectively  visit — they  will  severally  be  enabled  to  form  a 
true  judgment  from  their  own  observation  and  expt^ri^nce 
of  wnat  they  previously  took  only  upon  report.    Xl^  ma« 
tual  intercourse  could  not  fail  of  doing  away  many  strong 
and   unfounded  prejudioes,  wliicb,   perbapsf  now   untWr* 
innately  exist  in  both  countries  ;  and  the  increased  commu« 
nication  would  in  all  likelihood  lead  to  new  connexions  of 
the  most  social  and  endearing  nature,  the  benefits  resulting 
from  which  might  hereafter  prove  incalculable.  He  would  t>e 
most  bi^ppy  in  introducing  this  t>usiness,  did  he  not  fear 
there  was  a  class  of  gentleman  in  that  House,  whose  feelings 
might  be  alarmed  on  the  first  introduction  of  the  subject ; 
but  when  they  came  to  consider  it  maturely,  he  hoped  they 
would  find  their  alarms  unfounded.     In  nineteen  instances 
out  of  twenty,  the  Militia  regiments  in  England  had  for 
many  years  past  been  remoyed  to  a  greater  distance  from 
their  own  counties,  than  if  tbev  bad  served  in  Ireland.     He 
had  heard  it  had  b^n  objected,  that  the  English  and  Irish 
Militia  were  to  be  changed  for  an  indefinite  time-^but  that 
was  not  the  case.    The  Bill  will  contain  clauses,  that  not 
more  than  one- fourth  of  the  Militia  should  be  called  out  to 
serve  in  Ireland  longei^  than  two  years,  so  that  in  the  course 
of  eightyears,  the  whole  of  the  British  Militia  will  haveserved 
in  Ireland,  and  ii^  the  same  period  the  whole  of  the  Irish  will 
hav€  served  in  England.     He  was  also  persuaded  that  the 
success  of  the  measure  might  have  the  effect  of  shortening 
the  period  of  service.      He  concluded  by 'moving  *^  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  permit  the  interchange  of  the 
BHtish  and  Iri^h  Militias  respectively.*' 

Mr,  Tighe  had  beard  h  gteski  deal  of  the  accommodation 
that  was  due  to  English  officers,  but  nothing  of  wbat  justice 
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required  in  fayour  ofthe  Irish  soldiers.  It  was  understood, 
that  the  law  in  this  country  empowered  or  rather  enjoined 
to  oiG<lors  to  march  their  men  to  the  parish  cbnrch.  Now, 
as  it  was  notorious  that  the  majority  of  the  Irisli  Militia, 
who  were  now  to  be  solicited  to  come  into  this  country, 
were  Catholics,  he  thou£:ht'  it  absolutely  necessary  to  pro- 
tect them  in  their  free  right  of  relicrious  worship.  He  was 
convinced,  however,  that  if  the  ritjht  honourable  frentleman 
(Mr.  Secretary  Rycler)  and  his  colleasriics*  would  but  sup- 
port those  measures  which  the  intere.H  of  Ireland  required, 
there  would  l^e  no  occasion  for  having  any  army  locked  up 
'in  that  country.  The  wlrole  resfular  army,  which  was 
now  in  Irelaml,  wonld  then  be  perfectly  dispotoble  for  any* 
speculations  or  military  operations  that  Ministers  might 
resolve  on.  ,        r 

Hhr^  J".  C.  Hippisley  and  SJr  J»  Newport  pressed  the 
necessity  of  protecting  the  Catholics  of  the  irihh  Militia  in 
their  religions  worship.  . 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  conceived  that  the' 
Irish  Militia,  wlifn  arrived  in  this  country,  would  be  subject 
to  the  Militia  laws  as* they  stood  in  their  own  country,  and 
that  of  course  the  Irish  Militia^Ofllcers  would  staml  on  the 
same  footing  as  they  did  before  in  point  of' rank»  aud  the 
soldiers  in  protection. 

.  Mrl  Whitbrfdd  doubted  Tery  much  the  law  as  stat^  so 
freely  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  would  not, 
as  he  believed,  ha^e  given  such  an  ofF-hand  opinion,  when 
in  his  former  situation.  He  hop<Hl,  however,  that  before 
the  Bill  was  brought  in,  the  oninions  of  the  law  dfficen 
would  lie  obtained,  io  declare  wnet her  tlwit  wtis  thelttw  or 
not.  He  did*  not  object  to  the  principles  of  the  Bill,  al- 
though he  believed  that  the  consequenrce  of  it  would  be, 
that  the,landed  proprietovsi  Would  ceas^  to  be  Militia  Offi- 
cers. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Elliot  and  Colonel 
^E^stard,  leave  wasgiveii  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

TRINIDAD* 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Marrjatt,  a  copy  was  ordered  of 
the  letter  of  Lord  Liverpool  to  Governor  Hislop,  stating, 
that  the  British  Constitution  would  not  be  extended  io  that 
island;  also  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  rapctulatlou  ofthe 
islatid ;  as  also  an  acronnt  of  its  population,  and  a  copy  of 
the  petition  of  the  whiiciuhabitauts  of  the  island.. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  discus- 
siofi  was  not  advisable*,   but  it   was  not  in  his  power   to 
preveat  it.      He  then  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  petition 
of  the  men  of  colour  in  the  island  against  the  proposed 
measurei  which  was  ordered  accordingly* 

RBSOLUTIONS  ON  THB  BULLION   RRPOBT* 

Mr.  Wharton  brought  up  the  R(*p(>rt  of  the  above  Reso- 
lutions, the  second  reading  of  which  being  moved, 

Mr.  G.  Johhxione  rose,  anJ  declared  that  he  felt  very 
reluctant,  after  the  loug  and  able  discussion  which  had 
already  taken  place  upon  this  subject,  to  offer  any  thing 
further  to  the  attention  of  the  Houi»e.  But  having  h  id  the 
honour  to  foe  a  member  of  the  Biillion  Committee,  and 
having  also  concurred  in  all  the  opinions  expressed  in  its 
Kepoit,  he  trusted  that  he  miglit  be  indulged  for  a  short 
time  with  their  attention.  lie  apprehended  that  among  all 
the  gentlemen  wiro  had  spoken  on  this  question,  none  had 
sufficiently  considrn^d  what  might  be  the  consequence  of  a 
perseverance  in  ©ur  present  system.  Much  had  been  very 
justly  said  on  the  virtual  breach  of  faith  (owarils  the  public 
crod iter,  and  it  was  impossible  tiiat  too  m'lch  aiixicty  could 
be  frit  on  that  point.  The  d^'hile  !)a»l,  however,  in  his 
judgment,  done  much  goo  J  in  drawing  from  those  who 
opposed  the  conclusions  of  the  Bullion  Report,  some  con- 
cessions which  had  been  obstinately  withheld  in  many  of 
the  pamphlets  by  which  that  Report  had- been  followed. 
With  one  exception,  every  member  who  had  joined  in  the 
discussion  had  dii»claimcd  all  belief  in  or  adherence  to  any 
imaginary  standard,  in  the  constitution  of  our  monied 
system,  and  that  exceptio'i  was  tlie  noble  Lord  under  the 
gallery  (Lord  Castlereagh),  whose  criterion  was  still  niorij 
fanciful  and  wild  than  any  he  ha<l'  ever  heard  of.  The 
standard  had  been  moreover  acknowledged  to  be  the  pre^ 
pious  metals;  and  the  only  point  in  dispute  between  his 
DODOurable  friend  near  him  and  the  right  honour:ible  gentle- 
man t)elow  him  was,  whether  as  bullion  or  as  cuin  they  wer« 
the  most  efiectual  and  undoubted  standard.  This  was  a 
point  he  tliou<]^ht  of  no  great  importance,  since  coin  alone 
derived  its  value  from  the  quantity  of  bullion  which  it  con- 
tained^ The  Ghaacellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  also  distinctly 
admitted  in  his  speech  on  the  preceding  evening,  that  u 
diminution  of  the  issues  of  the  Bank  would  operate  favour- 
ably on  theexchangeS|  but  argned  that  tliat  was  a  good  over* 
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balanced  by  the  political  mischief  bjr^  which  it  wonld  be 
attended.     He  would  touch  afterwards  on  the  solidity  of 
this  last  argument.    Something  had^.tcK),  been>acquired  to 
the  doctrine  of  depreciation   by  the  admission,  that  as 
applied  to  external  purchases  our  currency  had  fallen  in 
value.      Now  that   these  external   purchases    necessarily- 
affected  the  price  of  commodities  in  the  home  .market,  was 
a  point  very  properly  noticccLimmediately  by  his  honour- 
able friend,  and   he  should  therefore  not  dwell  upon  it. 
A    great  distinction  had  been  said  to   exist  between  the 
present  alleged  excess  ofpapsr,  and  the  excess  in  Ireland, 
which    was  ibllowed   by  the    open   establishment  of  f-wo 
prices.    But  what  was  the  cause  of  this  difference?    Two 
prices  did  not  openly  prevail  in  this  country,  from  the 
terrors  of  the  statute  of  Edward  V[.  a  sfatute  not  applicable 
to   Ireland.      (Hear !)     It  had  been  stated   by  the  right 
honourable    gentleman,     that    our    circulating    medium 
amounted,   before  the   Bank   restriction,  to    47,000,000/w 
including    S6,00ff,000/.    of  specie,    and    11,000,000/.    of 
bank  paper;  and  that,  at  present,  we  had  in  circulation, 
but  3,000,000/.   of  specie,  and   23,000,000/.   of   paper, 
lie  had  to  observe,   iu   the  first  instance,  that  this  state- 
ment entirely  overlooked  the  issues  of , the  country  banks, 
QD  the  amount  of  which   he  had  some    observations  to 
make.     He  had  moved  some  time  ago  for  the  production  of 
several  papers  from  the  Stamp-Office,  which  shewetl  that  in 
the  year  1805  the  number  of  Mamps,-talien  at  the  lowest 
sums  (o  the  issue  of  which  they  were  legally  applicable 
when  converted    into    the   form    of  country    bank-notes, 
would    amount   to   10,100,000/. ;    in   the  following  year 
to   10,000,000/.;    in '1807   to  6,000,000/.;    iu    1808   to 
8,000,000/.  and  in  r809  to  15,000,000/.    Ig  the  last  year 
their  amount  ^as  9,600,000/.     These  stamps  could  only  be 
in  use,  according  to  the  law,  for  the  period  of  lliree  years. 
Thus  the  years  1805-6-7,  would  prove  the  whole  amount  of 
country  notes  in  circulation  to  be  not  less  than  26,500,000/. 
and   lo  have  increased  latterly   to  29,400,000/«     He  was 
aware  that  this  account  might  baliable  to  some  deductions, 
but  he  believed  them  to  be  inconsiderable.     The  deposits  of 
paper  now  kept  by  bankers  fell  very  far  short  of  what  they 
were  when  subject  to  be  called  on  for  payments  in  specie. 
There  was  probably,  at  least  6,000,000/.  of  specie  originally 
always  in  thetr  coffers,  to  meet  any  accidental  demand  for  it* 
This  was  so' much  withdrawn  from  the  whole  amount  of  the 


I4.J      '  BULLION   RBPOItT.  9lS 

currency  at  the  former  period/  AcVnitting,  tben,  the  bor« 
rectness  of  the  stafement  that,  before  the  r<^trictioh  there 
WIS  in  the  country  30,000,000  of  specie,  beaide  1 1,000,000/, 
of  bank  paper,  and  8,000,000/.  of  country  iiotes,  this 
deduction  ^ould  leave  the  whole  amouht  of  the  currency 
at  that  time,  about  43,000,000/.  The  present  amount  of 
bfink  paper  m  circulation  is  stated  to  be 3^,000,000/.  and 
the  spe<;ie  at  3,000,000/.  which  he  believetl,  however,  to  be 
less  tlian  it  actually  was.  After  making  an  allowance  of 
two  millions  for  paper  cancelled  or  destroyed,  we  should 
bave  twenty-five  millions  remainini>;,  which  after  a  further  * 
allowance  ior  the  sum  employed  as  deposits  or  rests,  by  the 
country  bankers,  would  constihiteasum  total  of  48,000,000/. 
and  an  increase  of  5,000,000/.  above  the  whole  amount  in  < 
circulation  antecedent  to  the  restriction.  The  increase  in 
London  ^one  in  paper  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  the 
wholesale  trade  had  been  calculated  to '  be  from  9  to^ 
13,000,000/.  it  ought  to  be  remembered  at  the  same  time, 
that  this  great  increase  was  contemplated  by  various  recent 
legulations;  the  useof  paper  had  lieen  much  circumscribed^ 
and  the  quantity  of  circulation  greatly  economised.  The 
clearing-house  at  which  the  transfers  among  bankers  were 
made,  affordccl  evidence  of  this;  and  the  late  practice  of  the ' 
Bank  of  diticrediting  bills  had  the  same  effect  in  lessening 
the  sum  required  in  circulation.  A  challenge  had  been 
given  to  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  to  adduce  proof  of 
any  rise  in  prices  corres[x>nding  to  tho  alleged  ercess  of 
paper :  and  certainly  he  fully  agreed  that  if  no  such  rise 
could  be  exemplified,  that  excess  could  not  have  taken 
place.  But,  as  fur  as  his  information  and  judgment  went, 
there  could  not  exist  a  douBt  that  there  was  correspondence 
between  them,  and  that  the  rbe  of  prices  had  really  gone 
farther  than  could  be  ascribed  exclusively  to  the  deprecia- 
tion of  dje  currency.  JHis  learned  friend  had,  in  his  able 
speech,  f)articularly  referred  to  the  rise  of  com,  unquestion* 
ably  the  criterion  most  favourable  to  his  opponents,  and  had 
shewn  the  rise  to  be  in  the  pro)K>rtion  ot  7  to  1 ! .  Assumjng 
thescale  furnished  by  thetablcsof  Sir  G.  Shuckk)urghy  he  cal- 
culated the  proportion  to  be  about  531  to  238. — The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  expends  of  Greenwich 
Hospital,  and  in  his  opinion  that  ^as  a  (iocuincnt  well^ 
wortii  prcxhicing.  He  had  seen,  in  one  ingenious  pamphlet, 
a  scale  of  prices,  in  which  it  was  attempted  to  shew  that 
there  bad  been  no  sensible  rise.  On  lookmg  into  it^  howeveri 
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Jie  perceived  that  the/  i;vriter  had,  with  the  exception 
of  tin  and  indigo,  confined  himself  to  articles  of  oplonial 
.produce  (Hear,  hear !)  He  theo  alluded  to  the  neigh- 
Jbouring  countries  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Sweden,  which 
ought  to  be  a  les^on  1o  us.  It  had  been  said,  that  the 
.exohangc  was  affectKl  hj  the  present  interruption  to  com- 
merce; but  the  truth  iias,  that  our  commcice^  in  spite  of 
Buonaparte's  decrees,  had  extended  beyond  what  it  had 
ever  bwn  at  any  antecedent  period.  In  lS09the  exports 
incrca&ed  from  )1  to  23  millions,  and  this  year  the  exports 
could  not  be  less  tlian  19  or  20  millions.  The  deranged 
state  of  the  exchan^  could  not  therefore  be  owing  to  the 
;itilte  of  the  foreign  markets.  On  one  article  atone,  cotton, 
,t  he  rise  was  from  9  to  18  millions.  A  derangement  had 
Jbeen  talked  of  as  likely  to  result,  by  leaving  the  restriction 
system.  We  could  not  carry  on  war.  How  had  war  been 
^rricd  on  tor  the  last  Jl  or,  15  years  ?  Not,  surely,  from  a 
paper  system,  but  from  a  surplus  product',  an  J  our  manu- 
lactures;  so  much  the  greater  our  produce  than  what  was 
consumed  by  ourselves,  we  had  the  greater  fund  left  for  waH. 
With  respect  to  ihe  interest  of  the  sum  due  by  the  Public  to 
the  Bank, (150,000/.)  of  that  interest  100,000/.  mi^^bt  be  con* 
•idered  as  rom|H*n><ated  by  the  profits  made  by  the  Bani:  in 
managing  Government  money  in  their  hands.  The  Bank  re- 
striction may  have  produced  i^ood  to  this  country  in  somesuch 
.way  as  the  mines  oft  he  New  World  were  said,  by  Mr-  Uurae, 
to  have  benefitted  Spaiii,  at  first ;  but  the  period  was  now 
past,  and  we  were  called  on  to  stop.  This  might  be  carried 
too  far,  as  in  the  human  body,  when  a  man  rouses  himself 
to  extraordirvary  exertious,  tlicy  will  be  stHcei ded  by  las- 
situde. The  depreciation' really  begap  in  1797;  and  if  ex- 
change had  been  Hometiirtcs  since  that  |x?riod  favourable,  it 
was  entirely  owing  to  our  balance  of  commerce.  We  had 
never  miiitaken  the  nature  of  the  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
jrenry  of  our  colonies  x  why  tlien  should  we  deal  a  gentler^ 
fueasure  to  ourM^lves  than  we  had  dealt  out  to  tliem  ?  All 
the  banks  that  had  followed  the  system  of  the  Bank  of 
Kngland,  had  ended  in  depreciation,  the  Caisse  d'Escompte 
and  the  others  ;  aud  if  the  Bank  of  lingland  had  stood  out 
longqr,  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  greater  credit  of  this 
cquntrv.  lie  implored  them,  therefore,  to  return  to  the  old 
and  salutary  system. 

Mr.  luUit — *'  Mr.  S|icakcr,  if  the  honourable  member 
who  has  just  spoken,  alluded  to  my  financial  knowledge,  I 
^m  only  fcK.vtIy  surprised,  and  very  much  obliged  to  him. 
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But  h^  might  as  well  have  talked  upon  any  thinpelse.  For,* 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  don^t  lik^  this  business  at  all.  I  thinli  that' 
it  is  2i  humbug.  I  thipk  that  U  is  the  greatest  bumbuir  ihat^ 
eVtr  was  put  upon  the  country  since  that  affair  of  the  Duke 
of  Yofk.  Thdife  is  no  drpreci^lion ;  or  I  know  nothinir  at' 
all  abdut  Ihe  matter.  I  can't  understand  how  they  wouH* 
^ake  out  that  there  is  any  depreciation  of  the  cufrency  of' 
tbfe  country.  No,  Sir,  this  is  all  the  attempt — this  is  all 
the  system  of  the  base  ftictiou,  the  cowardly  f^icrton,  who  are 
underroinins:  the  credit  of  the  country.  (Ciics  of  Order  \ 
order  !)    Yes,  Sir,  the  fucHon  that  orij^inatcs  every  thin^ 

malevolelent  to but,  Sir,  I  go  to  other*  thinofs,    Sope 

gentlemen,  Sir,  say  the  guinea  was  pnce  worth  2O5.  _    It  is' 
now  worth  2\s,  and  some  say  that  it  is  worMi,245.     Why, 
then,   if  this  be  the  case,  why  not  say  so?  why  not^peak' 
out  ?  why  not  raise  the  guinea  at  once  to  245.  ?     I  don*t' 
pretend  to  puzzle  myself  With  those  things  :  but  I  say,  lot' 
the  country  be  firm  ;  let  the  country  keep  up  the  credit  of 
its  cdrrency,  and  ^11  will  go  well.     (Henri)   There  are' 
various  reports,  as  to  "what  went  with  the  gold  ;  some  say  it' 
has  disappeared  ;   and  some  siy  it  has  been  hoarded  on  tlie 
sea-coast,  in  order  to  send  it  off  bv  the  fir^  boat  (hat  comes, 
tb  take  it  to  the  Continetit.    No  matter  for  that.     What' 
should  hinder  our  having   a  circulation  of  our  own,  that^ 
nobody  conid  take  from  us?     The  people  would  make' no 
objection,  they  would   take  any  thing  for  money;    they- 
would  take  taUow^candles  for  change,  if  they  would  not' 
melt  in  their  pockets.    *  {Loud  latighingl)     If  we  once' 
adopt  this  plan,  we  may  defy  the  enemy  as  long  as  we  like. 
We  can  make  a  circulation  of  any  thing,  it  we  will  only 
i^ee  about  it  (Hear !).     We  can  make  coin,  of  leatlier  or 
oyster^shells  ;   and   if  we  can  only  keep  up. its  credit  tor  a 
year;  vre  shall  h»lK^  BttonaiKtrte  on  i)is  knees  at  the  end  of 
it.     He,  that  tyrant,  the  Lmpcror  of  France  himself,  will 
be  in  dr^spahr  of  ruining  us.     He  will  see  that  nolhingcan 
shake^he  stability,  the  firmness,  the  strength  of  the  British 
Empire.      I  wish  I  could  see  a  geutleman  here  {Laughin^\ 
I  mean,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  1  could  see  a  gcntlemiinin  his 
place  (Mr.  Sheridarf)  that  was  here  the  other  night,  when 
we  were  talking  about  the  play-houscs^ — a  great  man,  a 
noble  person,  Sir;  I  would  have  given  him  a  hundred  play- 
bouses.     Sir,  he  always  came  Forward,   he  always  spoke 
when  there  was  a  mutiny,  when  there  was  a  riot ;  whenever, 
ia  sbort,  the  country  was  in  danger,  he  forsook  hbparty^ 
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and  spoleliis  mind.  He  would  certainly  have  spoken  now, 
and  I  only  wish  he  was  here  to  speak.  He  would  have  put 
down  this  mean,  conspirinfif  set.  {Order ^  prderl)  Sir,  I 
wish  to  set  my  fade  a^rainst  the  whole  scheme.  It  grieves 
me  to  see  the  time  of  the  House  taken  up  so  man^  nights 
"one after  another,  with  this  tfresorae  question.  It  grieves  me 
to  see  so  much  labour  and  sweating  about  this  Bullion 
Report.  Why,  Sir,  it  won't  roakea  bit  better  figuiie  in  the 
papers,  than  that  nonsensical  dispute  between  you  me. 
(Hear\  and  laughwg). 

Mr,  Charles  Jdams  went  into  an  examination  of  several 
of  the  positions  of  tlie  most  distinguished  pamphlets  that 
had  appeared  On  the  question. 

Mr.  lliowpsert  doubted  much  if  the  excessive  issue  of 
paper  would  liavetbc  necessary  eiTect  in  all  cases  of  increasing 
the  price  of  bullion.  He  thought  the  present  discussion 
*bad  beeir  productive  of  mudi  mischief,  but  had  no  doubt 
that,  the  decision  of  the  House  upon  it  would  remedy  the 
evil.  Bank-note  paper  was  generally  received  througboul^ 
\  the  country  as  iinquestiimable  Security.  When  he  took  a 
man's  promissory  note  as  adequate  security  for  debt,  he 
took  It  in  refcTcnre  to  tliat  man's  property,  and  not  to  the 
amount  of  bis  specie  then  in  his  pocket.  He  thought  that 
country  banks  were  of  great  use ;  and  if  the  Government 
wished  to  take  any  step  that  could  have  the  effect  of  putting 
country' banks  on  a  more  respectable  footing,  it  should  be 
by  obliging  them  to  purchase  government  clel)<;ntures  to  a 
certain  amount.  Dr.  Adam  Smith  states,  that  the  trade  of 
Scotland,  withii)  ten  or  fifteen  years,  doubled,  after  the 
establishment  there  of  two  banks. 

Mr,^  Marrj/ait^  in  commentins:  on  the  speech  of  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fuller),  said,  that  he  was 
willing  io  leave  to  that  gentleman  his  tfyster-shells,  pro-  < 
vided  he  would  leave  to  him  (Mr.  Marryatt)  more  gold  and 
silver.  A  noble  Lord  (Castlcreagh),  in  speaking  of  our 
Northern  fellow  subjects,  the  Scots,  nad  called  them  what  no 
man  could  deny  them  to  be,  a  most  moral  and  ingenious 
people.  His  proof  of  that  assertion  was,  however,  rather 
whimsical.  He  ha'd  said  .that  not  a  peasant  could  be 
found  in  Scolhuui  who  would  prefer  ruin  to  b  uik-notes,  if 
so,  he  could  assure  the  noble  Lord  ihat  their  countrymen  in 
London  were  to  be  dihtingnished  by  a  very  different  sort  of 
magnanimity  ;  tor  here  the  diflicuUy  would  be,to  get  them 
to  take  pai:tr  where  they  could  get  guineas.—-The  noble 


IKAT  14-3  BULUON   RBPORT.  €l7 

lx>r(ly  however,  might  have  drawn/ more  striking  facts 
from  amongst  his  own  countrjmcn-  In  Ireland  th^re  was  no 
lakinif  up  a  newspaper,  without  seeing  ^dvertisemtnts 
yying  with  each  other  in  offerings  guineas,  donbloons,  and 
doHars  to  sale.  He  rend  two  of  those  from  a  paper  be  held 
in  his  hand,  6ne  signed  O'Keeie,  113,  Exchange,  Cork  ;  the 
other  signed  HHy,  in  the  same  citj ;  where  lioth'profess  to 
ofier  each  of  them  a  higher  price  for  guineas  than  any  6ther 
nan  in  Ireland.    (J  laugh). 

Mr.  Simeon  spoke  shorti  v  in  denial  of  the  depreciation* 
Ur,  JV,  Smith  proceeded  to  state  a  fact  as  a  proof  of  the 
depreciation;  1st.  That  a  pipe  of  wine,  for  which  110/. 
was  demanded  in  the  ordinary  currency,  had  been  sold  for 
90  guineas— rSnd.^  That  a  man  having  600/.  in  gold,  came 
to  Xfondon  to  purchase  certain  articles  in  the  way  of  his 
business,  and  was  allowed  12.  and  a  h?ilf  per  cent  as  the 
dxtkreoce.  But  then  it  was  answered  that  the  guinea  had 
risen.  The  Bank  promised  to  pay  in  standard  coin  ;  and  if 
'  (be  notes  had  been  convertible  into  this  coin,  or  bad  been 
considered  as  equivalent,  then  the  man  possessing  the  600/. 
in  gold  would  have  had  no  advantage  oveY  one  having  a^ 
much  in  p4)>er.  But  the  difference  fully  proved  the  depre- 
ciation. Af(er  stating  that  actions  would  soon  be  brought 
for  coin,  unless  the  ex  pence,  and  the  sense  that  each  pro- 
secutor might  be  served  in  the  same  way,  prevented  it; 
he  said  that  it  was  in  vain  for  gentlemen  to  snut  their  eyes 
against  vthe  fact  of  depreciation]  as  the  ostrfch  hid  its  head 
'  and  then  thought  itself  secure.  Vigorous  measures  ought 
immediately  to  be  taken  to  check  it;  the  longer  the  rem^  \y 
was  delayed,  the  more  severe  would  bcits  operfltioii.'  He 
then  commented  on  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  Directors, 
which  had  been  too  much  .praised  by  some,  and  too  much 
censured  by  others.  They  had  certainly  been  placed  in  a 
difficult  situation  :  but  the  cause  stated  for  the  rf^sfi'iction 
was,  that  they  might  have  specie  to  answer  the  public  emer- 
gencies. There  were  some  grounds  to  believe  that  they  had 
not  stricdy  performed  this  condition,  and  therrfore  their 
conduct  was  not.deserving  of  the  applause  so  liberally  be* 
stowed  upon  it.  "  They  nad  jnade  immense  profits,  as  ap- 
peared by  the  great  rise  in  their  stock,  heinjx  from  180  to 
880  since  the  restriction,  while  the  government  funds  had, 
during  the  same  perioili  only  risen  from  56  to  65-  Advert* 
ing  then  to  the  remedy,  he  said  that  the  Bank  ought,  a( 
aome  loss  to  the  proprietors,  to  pat  itself  intp  n  liti^aitioti  to 

Voi;.  in.r-rtii-  «F 
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l«mniecfi8li,paynmi^/wneA  Purlmment.  thought.  !it  ^xpe« 
^i^n^,  <He^cou1d.pot  nx.^ny  definite. period,  neither  did  be 
in(i%gine  tbi^ .  the  jieitrictioip  ou^bt  pereraplocil^  toJ>e  con-  . 
iiniied  during  thenar.  .  It  wsffi  ini[K>$sible  to  say  how  tortf; 
that  might  last* .«  They  had  pot  at  preaenX  even  a  glimpse 
ihw«fth*PC  gloom  V       ,.,.    ,  ,, 

.  *  ^J)e  Re;^olu(ion8  were  n;pid  a  second  time,  and  on  the 
motion  that  4be  first  be  ajerreed  to,  Mr.  Horner  moved  the 
vihqXe  of  bis  fornier  R^sol^itipn?,  thrown  into  one'as^an 
Amendinent. — ^The  ^mendm^nt  was  oegatived. 

ijl/ir,  Capmng  ask^ed,  Mr.  Vansittart  whether  he  meant, 

JMi  bis  first  Resolution,  to  say  that  t|ie  Crown  had  an  un- 

^palifiecl  prerogative  ot  fixing  Siuj  other  standard  than  what 

^ow  exited  by  law  ?    Was  he  a  ware  that  the  14th  of  t!ie 

Kjng  fi|Xed  the  standard? 

Mr.   Vansittofi  did  nqt  mean  to  say  the  Crown  had  tbe 
pierogative  of  dispensing  with  tbe  Act  of  Parliament. 
Jfr.  Canning  then  said  that  the  Resolution  Was  incorrect* 
Here  a  cohrersation  took  place  as  to  the  reading  of  the 
Act  of  the  14tb  of  the  Ki^g. 

,    Mfm  /{o^e.said,  there  was  no  occasidn  for  reading 'it,  : 
at  there  was  nothing  in  it  contradictory  to  the  Resolution. 

in f.  Ponsonhy  called  tbe  attention  of  the  House  to  |^e 
danger  of  passing  this  Resolutioin.     It  affirmed,  that  it  had 
always  beenihe  right  of  tbe  Crown  to  mix  the  proportions 
of  pure  metal  ana  altoy  in  the  coin  at  its  pleasure,  and  to 
.  ro^ke  it  represent  what  Value  it  pleased.    This  he  denied. 
There  bad  always  been  a  standard,  and  in  proof  of  this  he 
referrefi  to  tJie  statute  of  Edward  the  Third.    That  the 
Crown  possessed,  and  had  exercised,  a  right  which  was" 
nearly  equivalent  in  efiect,  vijB.  the  i;ight  of  altering  the  deijo* 
mination  of  the  coin,  was  true.     Someof  our  Things  had 
adopted  this  method  of  cheating  their  subjects ;  but,  as  L^ 
Liverpool  had  said,  that  was  an  expedient  whicb  in  the  ^d 
ha4  nev^r  been  profitable  or  honourable  to  the  Crowii.    iSut 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crowp  were  a  trust  for  the  benMt 
of  this  people ;  and  he  beseecbed  their  representatives  to  con- 
sider what  it  woiild  be  to  say,  that  the  Crown  liad  ibe 
.  power  of  establishing  whatever  base  money  it  pleased  ais  the 
coin  of  this  country.     This  part  of  the  ReM>lutiop  ^as 
\  besides  ynnecessary,  because  it  bad  no  necessary  bearing'on 
the  question    unoer  discussion. — ^Tbe  Resolution  further 
statea,  that  the  Crown  had  often  exercised  this  prJEftogetive 
in  concurrence  with  the  States  of  the  Realm*    This  was  a 
contradiction  in  terms,'  fi>r  the  meaning  of  ii  preiogativo 
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«••  that  it  murbt  be  exerdsecT Ej  tne  Cjsown  withoiit  thtt 
ku^rv^oAoPFKrlUi^enif:  lliis  a%gecl  prer&^affi^Ws  tt* 
least  sufficienily  doubtful  to  requTrcf  We  %[6iui^  tb'j^KA*^ 
be^^re  tbejr  passed' ^uch  r  I^^lutiob.  If  thejT  did  paM  if,^ 
lamatever  might  be  their  owifjlid|;;&ient  a^  to  tb^if  cbiKf(]6t» 
BO  hiwyer  nor  man  of  sense  in  the  kirigd&bi'Hiroilild  AdpH;)Vir* 
oCitIn  this  instance.  '*•       ^   *      ^  •  *  '  ^^•••'^  *«  •  * 

Mr.  Bdihursi  iriaintained.tbat  the  Resolution  was  correct. 

Mr,  /^ofcCarra.saTdafewWbMs.  *'      '   '-*   •^^  •*"•»  * 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  conceived  thai  the  rtoent  Acts  of  Par- 
liament had  Hmitcd  tbe'Ring's  prerbgaftvtilhni^  risbect?  ' 
'  Mr:  Canning  rose;  W  the  Sp<^ke?*iirrdhil<iid  felh  W  h&A 
jgdre^idy  spoken.  ^-^^ 

Jlf^.Perrera/ expressed  his  astonishment  that  the  right 
honourable  and' Veir li^d  gerttreman ^hcfiild  have kSAitrtflfdfe^ 
liopl'^aW;  an<i  that  ^ftfe^  voting^ for  the  ResojjitiorirAf 
bbnoiirabie  mcmberYMr.  Hornen?  Which  ooiilalnedf  a  iinii^ 
lar  docWii>e,  he  i>(iquld.  ftftehva^s  oppd^e'  ft'wifcW  bmbodied* 
iBtJiwe  'of  bis  right  honourable  fiieMr''  ^   '  '    ^^''  "  ^  ^ 

3ff\  JS^pnter*  hoped  (hji  House  wodld  conic  gtately  tp 
ecisibn  on'  this  most  Iniportlant'pbinty'wttB^  itefe** 
renc^,  (p  (be  merits  of  either  M  of  Resolutrons.  If  his  Reso^' 
lutions  contained'  precisely  lljeiam^Mmpbrt  as  hb'  right 
honourable  friend's,  why  Uad'thc^  rf^ht'  hohcfur^le  gentli^-i^ 
nian  (MK  Perceval)  voted  agbirisl'i^f  iJ'ldugH  t  mdHeaf; 
Aeir !)— As  to  the  au'tbiritybf  Ldrd  Hale*  Be  adrtiltted'?t 
to  te  great ;  but  i(  wdk  olpp'^edf  bV  thht  'df  Bla^kstorie,  ivhoi 
held*  thai  Uie  King's  p?retogat1ve  did  ttdt  e:«!l[ertd'\o  thede* 
hsseipent  pf  t^e' duirrrrt!  corn.'  ^In'-^hfA^^K 


Sir  V.  Qioos  contended'  that  all  those >bo  had  read  the 
Resofutioos  of  the  honoikfable  and  li&rn^'' ^nttemari  rabst 

E'ceije  that  be  had  himself  subscribed  to  the  opinion  of 
rd  Hale.  "^  This  vvas  the  uktiDiral  dild  bbtious  meaniiig  of 
his  expressions.  (Mear^hear^frorA  Mrf  W.  Wym),  Ho 
would  not  b^  prevented  by  any  vociferation^  however  ofien* 
sive>  from  dectariiig  bis  dpinfion. '  "^He  cxtbltcd  the  Value  atid 
authority  of  Siir  J.  DaVis^s  Ref)oTts^  and  observed  that  the 
Resolntion  beforelbd  Rouse  did  not  imply  that  it  was  a  pre« 
logativ^  to  be  exerciwd  without  consent  of  Parliament. 
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Mr.Wynn  vindicated  the  right  of  every  member  to  inter- 
rupt another  advancing  unsupported  assert  ions,  an.  I  observed 
,that  the  case  in  Ireland*  meationed  in  the  reports  alluded 
tO;  took  place  at  a  period  wlien  Judges  travelled  in  Ireland 
in  the  mjdst  of  an  array. 

Tilt  Jttvriiey  Genc^ra/ explained.  ' 

Mr.  Tiemey  rose  to  move,  that  as  a  former  amendment 
for  omitting  certain  words  in  the  Resolution  had  been  rejVx^t- 
t/it  he  should  roovo  that  there  be  added  to  it  tb6be  words— 
^^  and  that  it  ^  expedient  to  declare  it.*^ 

^Aher  a  few  words  from  the  Speaker,  the  question  was  put, 
^ben 

Mr.  Canning  said,  he  wfts  indebted  to  the  right  hon- 
mover  for  thus  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  remark,  that 
tbe  prerogative  of  altering  the  denomination  of  the  coin 
having  been  limited  and  defined  by  a  positive  statute,  he 
.  could  not  conceive  what  motive  could  induce  any  member 
to  call  upon  the  House  to  contradict  by  itd  Resolutions  the 
written  law  of  the  land.  If,  in  conformity  to  such  a  Reso* 
lutioo^  a  Proclamation  should  appear  to-morrow  for  altering 
or  lowering  the  standard,  even  by  a  single  grain,  of  our  cur* 
jency,  any  man  acting  in  obedience  to  it  would  subject  him* 
•elf  to  all  the  penalties  of  the  law.  With  this  conviction, 
Jie  intended,  therefore,  if  the  right  hon.^ntleman*s  Amend- 
luont  should  be  rejected,  to  propose  in  li^u  of  it  the  follow- 
ii)g  addition^-^  and  that  the  weight  and  fineness  of  (he  gold 
and  silver  required  to  be  contained  in-  the^coins  of  the  realm 
are  fixed  and  ascertained  by  14  Geo.  IK.  cap.  96.' 

Af  r,  Potisonbj/i  though  fully  sensible  of  the  value  of  Lord 
Ha|e*8  opinion,  knew  that  both  he  and  Lord  Coke  some- 
times committed  mistakes  in  point  of  law ;  and  that  he 
thought  th<it  Sir  W.  Blackstone,  who  had  all  their  light, 
lyas  a  great  authority  too.  Sir  John  Davis  laid  down  such 
doctrines  in  favour  of  prerogative  occasionally ,,that  if  any , 
lawyer  in  Westmiiister-hall  should  ^think  proper  to  main*  * 
tain  them  at  present,  it  would  not  much  cotiduce  to  his 
reputation. 

Mr.  I  ansittartj  Mr,  Cannings  ai^l  Mr,  Bathurst^  entered 
ii)to  a  dibcussion  on  the  iu^pprt  of  the  Amendments. 

Jlf  r.  Tiernti/  (^plained.  '        ,  ' 

Mr.  Perctval  vtixs  between  the  two  gentlemen  (Mr-  Can- 
ning and  Mr.  Tierney)  like  the  lover  in  tlic  Play— 

Hai»  lisppy  could  he  be  vith  tUMtt'^ 
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But  unfortunately,  thou|^h  these  two  sentleiceii  agreeA  with 
one  another,  and  although  the  ri^ht  nonourable  gentiemaa 
(Mr.  Cannini^)  ha(}y  in  one  of  his  illustrations  on  a  former 
evening*  stated,  that  when  two  things  asrreed  with  one  ad* 
other,  tb^y -necessarily  agreed,  with  a  third,  he  found  that 
when  he  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (BIc 
Tiemey),  he  could  not  agree  with  the  other,  and  vice  versa. 

Mr.  Tiemet/\  Amendment  was  then  put,  and  negatived 
without  a  division. 

Mr,  Catming  then  brought  forward  his  Amendment,  sta- 
ting in  addition,  that  the  weight  of  gold  and  silver  was  fixed 
by  the  t4th  Geo.  3.  cap.  70  and  97. 

Mr.  Perceral  said  that  that  act  left  the  weight  as  rega* 
lated  by  the  Mint — nothing  was  said  as  to  weight  and 
purity.  . 
»  Mr,  Horner  said,  that  was  ascertained  by  the  statute  of 
Edward  the  Sixth. 

Mr.  Perceval  denied  that  the  alloy  at  present  was  the 
same  as  in  EJward's  time. 

The  Amendment  was  then  put,  and  hegatived  without  a 
division. 

The  second  Resolution  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TUmey  stated  it  to  be  his  intention  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  third 'Resolution,  and  he  was  anxious 
that  the  whole  question  should  be  adjourned.  ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  opposed  the  Adjoum*- 
ment* 

Mr.  Tiemey  said  this  was  unfair,  as  he  bad  never  been  able 
io  get  an  opportunity  to  speak  hiji. sentiments,  which  as  they 
merdy  related  to  the  remedy,  could  only  now  come  in. 
.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  instanced  the  inconve* 
nience  that  would  result  in  the  loan,  this  day,  from  it. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  would  not  go  on  if  he  could  help  it^ 
but  would  avail  himself  of  the  forms  of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  the  bidders  at  the  Loan  might 
pretty  accurately  anticipate  the  result  of  the  vote. 

After  some  more  discussion,  in  which  the  uncertainty 
whether  the  motion  of  an  honourable  genttemv«i  (Mr. 
Brand)  WQ,uld  be  insisted  on  was  mentioned^  the  farthei^  con- 
sideration of  the  questioli  was  at  length  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  Of  COMMONS. 

W£t>NESDAY,    HAY  l5. 
REFORM    OP    PARLIAMENT. 

Mr,  Sratid  cuWed  the  attention  of  the  House  to  his  notice 
of  a  motion  oh  the  subject  of  Parliamentary  Reforin,  which 
stood  for  this  day.  Although  this,  was  a  subject  of  the 
most  imponant  descripti9n,  yet  for  the  convenience  of  bis 
friends  and  of  the  House,  he  had  agreed  to  postpone  bis 
motion.  It  was  with  great  inconvenience  to  himself  that  be 
did  so,  as  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  going  to  the  country 
imroediatfly,  on  business  that  could  not  be  neglected*  ^  If 
he  had  brought  it  on  this  night,  however,  be  was  aware  that 
the  House,  after  the  led'^us  and  interesting  discussions  in 
which  they  had  for  some  time  been  engaged,  would  hardly 
have  been  able  to  attend  to  the  subject  of  bis  motion,  in  a 
way  suitable  to  its  importance.  With  the  leave  of  the 
House,  therefore,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present.  Hi^  could  npt  exactly  fix  a  day  for  bringing  ft 
on — but  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  so  early  in  the  ensuing 
month. 

Mr.  Morris  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  S8th  of  the  King,  extending  the  powers  of  Justices  of 
Assize.  The  object  was  to  add  two  provisions  which  had 
been  omitted  in  that  act,  firft,  to  cnabl^  the  Judges  to  re* 
mand  criminalsHo  the  particular  jurisdiction  for  the  execu- 
tion off  heir  sentences— a  most  important  provision;  9d| 
to  enable  them  to  compel  the  particular  jurisdiction  to  pay 
the  proper  expences.  These  were  not  to  be  compulsory  on 
the  Judge?;,  but  subject  to  their  discretion. 

The  Sritish  Calico  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

MISObLLAirxOUS   E8T1HATE«. 

In  a  Committee  of  Supply,  tbe  following  sum^i  were 
vdtcd-i- 

Weslminster  Improvement  •  ig  14^000 

Naval  Asylum  -       ,      •  -  i%382 

Tjai>ay  oiJF  Exchequer-bills  issued  on  accomit 

of  the  >EHst-lndia  Company,  last  year        1,(00,000 
Other  Exchequer-bills  for  1810         -  4,500,ppp 

Other  Exchequer- bills  -  t  ^bOOflOO 

British  Museum  -  •        -         7jOU9  10  t 

To  Mr,  Davis,  for  losses  sustained  by  him 
from  improvements  in  the  Marshal- 
se|i  Prison  -  -  4635 
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Mr.  Ro$e  stated,  that  bv  the  Improved  regnlatiDrts  of  ad- 
'mlssion  into  the  British  Masedm,  $9,00(y  were  adinhted  in 
a  season  instead  of  15,000  as  before,  afid  with  liberty  to  re- 
main in  any  of  the  rooms  its  long  as  they  pleased— Rep<yrt 
'  to-morr6w« 

I  BOAftnor  COIITROL. 

JIfr*  DimAzt  bronght^op  the^  Board  of  Control  Salary 

'  Aagmentation  Bill*     He  slitd  nothing  as  to  the  salaries  of 

'  the  Commissioners — bat  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  attg- 

ment  the  salaries  of  the  Clerks  in  the  Presidedt^ir  Offie^ • 

The  expence  of  thnt  Office  had  been  confined  to  1 1 ,000/. ' 

in  179J,  and  no  augmentation  h)id'  been  made  since.    A^ 

'  addition  of  9000/.  only  was  wanted. 

Mr.  Crervey  thoagnt  the  salary  of  the  Prettdent  might 
be  aagmented  by  diminishing  the  allowances  to  the  Com« 
roissioners.  H^  also  stated^  that  Mr.  Oundas,  and  his  father 
Lord  Melville,  had  between  them  1 1^000/^  a-year  oat  of  ehe 
pablic  money.  The  laborioas  ofiice^'might  be  executed  at 
'  a  less  salary,  in  consideration  of  the  sinecure. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  that  pensions  were  granted  sdme* 
time^  with  a  proviso,  that  if  the  grantee  came  into  a  valaa« 
J'ble  dffice,  the  pension  should  cease.      But  that  did  not 
^  apply  to  the  present  case. 

Lord  Folkestone  stated » that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche« 
'  qner  himself,  much  to  his  ci^it,  had'  waved  his  salary  for 
'  one  office,  when  he  took  another  much  more  lucrative. 

'  After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr.  Wynn, 
"  and  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Bill  was  read  a  6rst  timei  and  ordered 
'*to  be  read  a  second  time  tb-morrow. 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION  IK  laSLAWD* 

Afr.  WelkJey  Pa/e  rbse,  in  consequence  of  the  notice 
he  had  given  yesterday,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  tne  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  superintend 
the  public  education  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland.  He  said,  foe- 
fore  he  did '  so,  he  would  crave  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  till  he  made  a- tew  observations  on  the  nature  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  plan  which  was  intended  to  be  followed:— 
The  right  honoarable  gentleman  then  entered  into  a  bis* 
tory  of  the  numerous  schools  in  Ireland,  among  which  he 
mentioned  the  Blne«ooat  School,  the  Foandling  Hospital 
Scfatiol,  the  Diocesan  Schools,  the  several  Parish  Schools, 
and  Erasmus  Smith*s  Sohools.    At  various  antecedent; pe- 
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nods  Act*  had  passed  the  Irish  Parltameot  for  the  regohi- 
tiog  these  several  Schools^  and  for  appointing  Commis* 
/  sjoners  to  pee  the  regutations  carried  into  execution.  By 
an  Act  passed  in  1804«  in  that  House,  the  Commissioners 
appointed  for  the  purpose  were  the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland, 
the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Mas- 
ter of  the  Rollsf  the  Provost,  &c.  and  this  Bill  was  intended 
to  extend  and  amend  that  Act.  He  shewed,  thdl  the  plan 
of  education  baci  been  ver^  much  neglected  in  Ireland,  and 
that  it  was  the  wish  and  intention  of  the  present  Govern- 
meat  to  have  it  better  attended  to.  He  mentioned  x)ne  very 
extraordinary  circumstance,  viz. — that  every  Clergyman , 
before  he  can  be  inducted  to  a  living  in  Ireland,  must  take 
an  oath,  that  he  either  does  keep  a  schcx)!,.  or  that  he  will 
keep  one/in  the  town  in  which  he  lives ;  yet  it  Uf^d  so  hap- 
pened, thaunot  a  sint^le  Clergyman  had  ever  kept  a  School 
thefe,  bill  had  settled  the  matter,  by  giving  forty  shillings 
a-year,  or  some  small  sum,  to  a  sohoolmastier,  to  educae 
the  poor.  It  was  time,  therefore,  this  business  should  be 
more  seriously  attended  to*  The  present  Bill  appointed  the 
several  eminent  persons  he  had  enumerated  Commissioners, 
to  superintend  tnis  plan  of  education,  who  were  to  make 
their  visitations,  and  see  to  the  several  regulations  being 
carried  into  effect.  What  he  wished  at  pieseut,  was,  to 
have  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill — that  it  should  be  read  a  first 
time  and  printed,  so  that  gentlemen  best  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  and  its  extensive  imporrance,  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  giving  it  the  most  mature  consideraiion ;  as 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  proceed  further  in  tt;e  business 
till  the  next  session.  He  concluded  by  making  his 
motion. 

Sit  John  Nntport  returned  his  thanks  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fbr  having  turned  his  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  suggested  to  him,  that  all  the  schools  should 
be  visited  by  the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  those  that  have 
been  mentioned.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the 
Rectors  were  able  to  reconcile  their  conduct  to  their  oaths, 
that  they  would  keep  Sjchools  in  their  respective  parishes. 

Mr,  Wilbtrforce  thought  that  no  subject  could  be  of 
more  importance  either  id  a  moral  or  political  point  of 

view. 

Mr.  W.  Vokf  in  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  Sir  Jt>hn 
Newport,  said,  that  if  any  class  of  schools  had  not  been 
looked  into  by  the  Coo^missioners,  be  would  recommend  it 


^ 
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to  them  to  visit  them. — Leave  vras  then  givep  to  bring  in 
the  Bill. 

BULLION    BEPORT. 

The  House  havine  resamed  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  Resolotions  on  the  Bullion  Report, 

Mr»  TYrryifjf  said,  in  rising  to  propose  bis  Amendment 
to  the  tfaifd  Resolution,  he  -would  avoid  entering  into  any 
^neral  discussion  of  the  question,  which  he  considered  as 
completely  exhausted  by  what  had  fallen  from  the  different 
Members  who  had  spoken  on  it,  and  especially  by  those 
"who  had  spoken  on  his  side  of  the  House.  He  could  not 
avoid>  in  particular,  complimenting  bis  honoural>le  and 
learned  fnend  who  had  opened  the  debate,  of  whom  it  was- 
but  justice  to  say,  that  in  his  opinion  a  greater  r^ch  of 
iniiid,  greater  industry,  or  a  greater  power  of  forcible  and 
impressive  eloquence,  than  he  had  displayed,  had  rarely 
ever  occurred  in  the  Parliamentary  history  of  this  country. 
He  agreed  most  cordially  in  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  his 
honourable  and  learned  friend,  on  the  principles  of  the 
question ;  and  if  he  had  not  differed  with  him  on  the  last 
Resolution,  with  respect  to  the  remedy,  he  should  not  .now 
have  troubled,  the  House.  Perhaparthe  wisest  course  would 
have  been,  not  to  have  done  any  thing  upon  the  Report, 
and  left  the  Bank  to  have  profited  by  it ;  and  if  ihe  Report 
bad  been  suffered  to  work  its  own  way,  he  would  not  have 
been  disposed  to  suggest  any  other  method  of  giving  effi- 
cacy to  it ;  but  when,  not  content  with  the  rejection  of  the 
Resolutions  of  his  honourable  friend,  it  had  been  thought 
advisable  that  the  House  should  declare  an  opposite  set  of 
Resolutions,  the  utmost  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  to 
the  country  if  they  were  to  beadopted«  He  therefore  con- 
ceived it  necessary  to  come  forward  with  an  Amendment^ 
which  should  do  away  all  the  ill  effects  of  such  Resolutions; 
and,  to  save  trouble,  he  would  introduce  it  at  the  third  Re- 
solution, which  professed  to  set  the  question  of  depreciation 
at  rest.  It  did  not,  however,  set  the  question  at  rest ;  ^no^ 
thing  could  be  farther  from  it.  It  was  proposed  as  an 
answer  to  a  Resolution  of  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Horner), 
which  states,  that  the  actual  value  of  the  paper  currency 
was  depreciated  in  comparison  with  standard  gold  ;  but  in- 
stead 4>f  controverting  that  Resolution,  it  escaped  from  it, 
and  feferred  to  the  public  estimation.    What  could  be  more  * 
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idle  than  9Qcb  an  answer  7  What  did  the  right  hoapond^Iik 
geutleoiHn  mean  by  the  publie  estimation  ?  Did  he  mean 
the  estimation  that  attached  to  cyrreqcy  throughont  the 
world  ?  Or  did  he  mean  the  estimation  m  this  country  in 
particular  f  He  certainly  meant  the  lattev,  ilbr  aohody  de- 
nied that  our  curren^  was  depceciated  in  the  ealini^iOD  of 
foreign  countries.  The  Resolution  was  thefdare  not  oor* 
recty  if  not  limited  to  the  internal  transactions  of  ttle  conn* 
try.  But  he  would  ask»  how  could  a  currency  be  soood  an 
ope  country,  and  unsound  in  another  i  How  oould  that 
be  an  equivalent  in  one  country,  wbick  was  not  an  equira* 
lent  in  another?  This  was  the  question  for  consideration. 
—How  far,  even  in  our  own  limited  circle^  the  wrreocy. 
could  be  considered  as  a  fair  equivalent,  was  a  matter  of 
doubt.  The  right  honourable  geotlemai)  bad  indeed  said 
it  wais — but  there  bad  been  brought  forward  several  instances 
to  the  contrary.  It  might  be  said,  that  tlneae  instances  were 
too  easily  believed  by  those  who  held  opinions  whiob  the? 
countenanced.  But  a  paper  had  bc^n  put  into  bis  hanm 
which  threw  considerable  light  on  tbe  subject.  Tfae  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  a  deputation  some  timeagoirom 
several  of  the  most  respectable  traders  in  London^  whea 
they  stated^  that  a  great  part  of  the  evils  which  tke  c^ua^^ 
iperce  of  the  country  was  suffering,  were  owing  (o  the  de« 
preciation  of  tbe  currency*  They  stated  expressly  lo  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  there  was  a  depreeiatioifty 
and  that  the  evils  of  tbe  low  exchange  were  to  hiattribateci 
to  it.  The  paper  containing  their  Riesolutions  w^s  signed 
hy  tbe  house  of  William  Meilish  Ihid  Co.  by  Tborntoa  and 
Co.  by  Sir  Charles  Price,  and  by  several  of  the  most  re* 
spectabk  houses  in  London.  Whether  that  opinicm  was. 
right  or  wrrong,  he  would  not  say;  but  whea  it  was  ex*' 
pressed  by  a  Deputation  frcva  the  most  respectable  houses 
10  London,  it  was  rather  singular,'  that  a  Resolution  should 
be  >brought  forward^  asserting  that  there  was  no/  dcpre* 
ciadon  in  the  public  estimation.  But  he.  did  not  qaean  to 
^terapon  the  general  principle  at  present ;  (or  he  could 
add  nothing  to  what  had  been  so  well  laid  down  by  hia 
learned  friend  (Mr.  HornerX  He  believed  tbe  cause  of  the 
depreciation  was  an  excess ;  and  he  could  h^ve  no  doubt 
of  the  excess.  This  would  be  the  cooelasion  in^^ordinary 
times;,  and  it  was  incumbent  on  the  right  honourable  gen* 
Ifeman  opposite*  to  shew  that  the  e&ct  was  to  be  attributed 
to  some  cibf^  cause*    Thare  were  af  pre^nt  777  Country 
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B^nks,  endeavoariog  to  circulate  as  much  as  pogsible  with* 
out  knt  check,  aod  the  circulation  was  to  be  presomed  al* 
wa js  &iL  An  honourable  gemiemao  Stated,  that  a  country 
banker  wished  lately  to  circulate  notes  for  50,000/.  id  addi* 
tioQ  to  what  was  already  in  circulation;  but  that  he  could 
oaly  circulate  1000/.  moref  This  failure  was  attributed  by 
that  honourable  gentleman  and  himselF  to  quite  difierent 
causes;  for  he  ( Mr.  Tierney)  could  only  attribute  the  failure 
to  the  circulation  being  already  full,  and  that  there  was  no 
toom  for  more.  When.there  are. so  many  Country  Banks, 
they  will  always  be  on  the  watch  for  profit ;  and  if  there  is 
a  tendency  to^filling,  it  became  necessary  to  shew  that  they 
bad  kiot  overshot  the  mark.  Wlien  they  came  to  cousider 
depreciation,  which  was  no  more  than  a  presumption  of 
e^ce8$,  how  could  any  man  doubt  that  excess  had  given 
occasion  to  it  ?  He  would  say  one  word  as  to  depreciation. 
He  should  be  glad  if  any  other  word  in  the  language  could 
be  found  to  answer  the  purpose;  for  it  might  be  understood  to 
mean  "discredited.*^  There  was  no  ohe  word,  he  believed, 
could  express  the  precise  idea;  but  the  propel  idea,  he  be* 
lieved,  which  was  meant  to  be  conveyed,  w^  ^*  lessened  in 
value.'*  Paper  was  lessened  in  vaiue,  by  the  price  of  gold 
rising  above  the  price  of  the  currency.  Though  he  him* 
selfp  for  instance,  in  his  individual  dealings),  might  find  no 
difference  between  guineas  and  paper,  Would  any  man  say, 
in  discus^ng  the  estimate  of  value,  that  paper  was  equally 
valuable  wito  gold.  It  had  been  urged,  that  this  supposes 
the  laws  of  the  realm  to  be  broken  t  bat  everyday  they 
werebi'oken;  and  though  this  might  b^  lamented,  it  could 
be  no  surprise.  No  human  being  could  doubt,  if  gold 
in  bullion  was  more  advantageous  than  paper,  that  bultioti 
Would  be  preferred  to  paper.  When  persons  were  seen 
every  where  alive  to  the  smallest  variations  of  stock,  and 
Hready  to  take  advantage  of  an  eighth  per  cent,  was  it  rea« 
sonable  to'think  that  they  would,  in  this  case,  be  so  much 
asfeep  as  not  to  convert  ^Os.  into  2%.  i  Go  to  the  bullion 
merchant^  and  see  if  the  same  quantity  of  bullion  canrbe 
got  for  paper  as  for  guineas.  Supposing  a  person  to  have- 
connexion  with  Ireland,  which  would  be  prefer?  How, 
-then,  could  it  be  said  that  they  were  equal  ?     On  this  sub- 

i'ect  he  should  say  less,  because  nothing  Was  ever  mone 
lappily  exposed  and  ridiculed  than  the  proposition  was  by 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning).  There  was 
Xio  Resolution  he  mol-e  objected  to  than  that  which  attri* 
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bttttd  the  unfavourable  exchange  to  the  stale  of  our  trade* 
Was  it  ihought  th.it  the  opinions  of  the  Bullion  Committee 
ivere  danseruus,  aad  that  an  opinion  |>ubliciy  expressed, 
and  which  would  be  circulated  tDrou,i;hout  all  buropc,  that 
the  enemy  of  this  country  had  been  able  to  eflfect  the  de- 
struaion  of  our  trade,  was  nr)t  Aiuch  more  dangerous  ?-» 
All  this  would  be  much  better,  if  passed  by.  It  is  acknovv- 
ledorinir,  that  althougii  we  may  have  put  the  enemy  to  ^reat 
distress,  be  hhs  put  us  to  still  greater  distress.  The  Bullion 
Commiuee  had  been  called  theorists;  but  they  pomted  to 
a  rt*iiic()y  :  but  their  opponents  point  out  no  remedy,  uhich 
is  not  in  the  po\ver  oTthe  enemy. '  Every  person  would>  ere 
long,  however,  become  convinced  of  the  -soundness  of  the 
-opinions  of  the  Bullion  Committee  j  and  aiti^ough  a  sudden 
reduction  of  ishues  mi^ht  be  dangerous,  ycr  it  would  be 
necessary  that  a  reduction  should  somehow  or  other  take 
place.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  evil  might  partly  originate 
in  our  en^b'Urassments  abroad  ;  but  thai  could  be  nothing 
like  the  whole  cause,  and  ordiuary  effectb  could  only  be  as- 
cribed to  ordinary  causes;  and  their  causes  were  theissues* 
A  reduction,  no  doubt,  would  occasion  a  certain  inconve* 
nience — but  what  was  the  sort  of  trarfe  it  would  principally 
afTect  ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex« 
chequer)  would  wish  that  in  the  midst  of  an  expensive  war^ 
we  should  feel  no  inconvenience;  but  no  madman  in  Abyft- 
aiiiia  or  any  where  else,  could  imagine  that  m  war  it  cbuid 
be  so  managed  as. that  ^e  should  not  kuow  whetlier  we 
were  at  peace  or  war.  This  is  the  project  of  the  right  ho» 
nourable  gentleman  opposite,  and  the  noble  Lord  (Castle* 
reagh)  under  the  gallery.  They  support  the' Bank  restric- 
tions on  a  new  system,  against  which  he  should  raise  his 
voice  as  pregnant  with  ruin.  He  could  not  conceive  how 
any  country  could  be  going  on  more  certainly  to  ruin  than 
this,  if  the  stoppage  of  the  Bank  should  be  adopted,  not 
from  principles  of  safety*  but  from  principles  ot  benefit. 
Supposing  a  year  of  scarcity,  what  woukl  become  of  us?— 
If  the  coin  be  gradually  leaving  the  country,  the  day  wouM  * 
come  when  nothing  bat  paper  would  be  in  the  country. 
How  then  should  we  be  able  to  procure  any  thing  from 
abroad? — Lord  Liverpool  seemed  to  have  written  viith  a 
prophetic  eye  to  some  future  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  should  venture  to  maintain  that  we  should  have  paper 
at  home,  and  that  we  might,  send  all  our  money  abroad. 
That  respectable  writer  stated  the  danger  of  the  idea,  that 
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k we  possessed  the.  alcbymjf  of  turning  paper  to  gold,  and  that 
we  might  export  all  bur  gold  to  those  countries  who  did  nol 
possess  that  alchjmy.  He  cuuld  not  help  speakine  with 
disdain,  when  he  heard  a  British  Chanoellorof  the  Exche- 
quer maintain  that  such  a  system  should  be  persevered  in^ 
not  for  safety »  but  for  lieUefit,  and  for  the  more  effectual  I  j 
carrying  on  foreign  war.  This  was,  he  ewned|  mure  than 
he  (expected  to  hear.  That  was  the  first  thing  for  which 
Parliament  ought  to  provide  a  remedy  ;  and  it  would  be  do* 
ing  much,  if  he  could  prevail  on  Parliament  to  discounter 
nance  such  an  opinion.  The  Hesolution  which  he  should 
propose  would  avoid  the  difficulty  of  the  last  Resolution  of 
bis  learned  friend  (Mr.  Horner).  It  was  impossible  tosaj 
what  would  be  the  situation  of  the  country  at  the  end  of 
two  yeajs;  definite  periods  too  could  be  easily,  enlarged^ 
as  there  were  already  but  too  many  instances  of.  The  best 
thing,  therefore,  at  present,  was  to  declare  that  nothing 
could  justify  the  restrictions  but  the  public  safety.  He 
believcSd  a  hint  would  go  a  great  w,ay  with  the  Bank  of 
England.  -  It  had  been  stated  by  a  Bank  Director,  that 
thej  had  ^dvaoc-.  d  three  millions,  without  interest,  to  Go* 
vernment,  and  this  was  renewed  at  the  eiid  of  three  ^ears; 
so  that  we  entered  into  a  disgraceful  partnership  with  the 
Bank.  The  Bank,  had  totally  left  the  principles  upon 
which  they  acted  previous  to  1797^  when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  power^  could  not  prevail  on  ihe  Directors 
to  lend  him  money  oii  the  land  and  malt  taxes,  to  enable 
him  to  assist  Austria.  He  did  not  blame  the  Directors^  but 
it  was  certain  there  was  an  entire  change  of  principles.  If 
there  was  no  change,  however,  there  could  be  no  ohjectioa 
to  his  motion,  which  was  to  declare,  that  it  was  highly  im* 
portant  that  the  Bank  restriction  should  be  remored  at  the 
earliest  period  at  which  it  could  be  done  consistent  with  the 
public  safety ;  and  that,  during  the  restrictiona,  the  Bank 
should  continue  to  act  upon  the  principles  upon  which  thej 
acted  previous  lo  1797. 

Sir  John  K!iinclair  would  not  have  risen  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  discussion,  and  ^fter  so  many  speeches  of  extraordi- 
nary ability,  but  for  one  or  two  considerations.  He  had 
been  called  by  an  honourable  gentleman,  some  evenings 
before,  a  proselyte.  He  did  not  believe  that  it  was  his  in* 
tention  to  throw  aiiy  slur  or  imputation  on  his  (Sir  J.  Sin- 
clair's) conduct,  not  being  consci($us  of  having  acted  upon 
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iiiiy  Other  impressions  that  miglit  naturally  operate  oft  It 
tnind  open  to  conviction.  -  He  had  opposed  the  rcBtrietion 
in  1797.  from  a  principle  of  public  dut^»  conceiviog  it  tO 
be  injurious  to  the  public  interest;  having  since  cnanged 
his  opinion»>  he  now  opposed  with  similar  motives  a  nevr 
measure^  which  he  was  confident  would  be  attended  with 
the  QTost  ruinous  effects.  Notwithstanding  aii  that  had 
been  said  in  daily,  in  monthly,  and  in  quarterly  pUbUcah 
tionH  on  this  subject «  his  persuasions  remained  unaltered. 
He  held  that  there  were  two  sorts  of  currency  in  the  coonr 
try,  a  metallic  anda  representative  cui^nev,  the  latter  of 
which  wus  Hpplicabte  to  all  the  purposes  of  tbe  former,  and 
to  othiTs  betiide.  He  wished  ^^ntlemen  to  turn  theiv  atten- 
tion to  those  countries  which  did  not  enjoy  the  advantage 
of  this  representative,  or  paper  currency*  In  China,  he 
beggted  leave  to  observe,  in  the  first  place,  there  was  a  po* 
pntatidn  bf  tlnM  hundred  and  thirty-three  millions,  and 
et  there  was  in  that  extensive  empire  no  coinage,  nothing 
It  rash ; .  he  did  not  know  whether  they  borrowed  the 
^onl  tVom  us,  or  we  from  them*  (A  laugh.)  -Bank  money 
mii^ht  be  described  as  money  issuing  upon  good  security, 
nud  alwajs  returning  in  a  limited  time  to  the  coffers  whence 
it  was  issued,  thus  constituting  an  unobjectionable  and  pef- 
frct  circulating  medium.  Would  not  paper  make  pur- 
chases of  every  description »  as  well  as  coin,  at  the  present 
moment ;  and  would  it  not  go  just  as  far,  provided  it  was  in 
suflScieht  quantity  ?  The  advantages  of  a  paper,  currency 
he  conceived  to  he  these ;  first,  That  it  might  be  increased 
according  to  the,  demands  of  circulation ;  secondly,  That  it 
made  us  independent  of  foreign  countries  for  our  currency ; 
and  lastly.  That  it  exerted  a  magical  iufluenceon  all  inter* 
nal  iniptoveinents,  trade,  and  manufactures.  Loans'  were 
in  con^-equence  easily  made,  at  low  interest,  in  the  midst  of 
expcti^ive  wars,  new  roads  and  canals  undertaken,  and  ihe 
spin!  oi  enterprise  \iniversally  difi'used.  (Heart  htar! 
ykcaf-I  from  Mr  Perceval.)  With  one  hand  Great  Britain 
appeared  spreading  cultivation  over  the  land,  and  with  the 
other  extending  foreign  commerce,  and  defeating  a  foreign 
enemy  (HturX  hear  I)  Already  was  Portugal  delivered, 
and  he  ascribed  this  glorious  event  to  the  abundance  of  our 
circutnting  medium.  Our  modern  Midases  might  dwelL 
indeed,  upon  the  mischief  of  an  excess  of  currency,  and 
assert  its  existence  in  defiance  of  the  cleaieest  and  most  ii1- 
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liitpntdjg  «ridenoe.  (J  Imugh. )  He  regretted,  however, 
that  tbe  eBoA  said  lo  have  bv  ea  iiroagUt  upon  the  antieat 
AkbjrfDJ9t9  by  dippiog  in  the  river  Factotas.  was  act  at  the 
frnteot  ficriod  likelj  to  (bibw  the  immersion  of  the  Bultioa 
'Comaiilee  either  ia  jhe  Tbamet,  the  Tweed,  or  the  Shaa- 
Pfim.  (A  hugk.J  A  work  bad  been  pubiiAhed  by  a  Mr. 
I>Q  Pool,  entitled,  <«  UEiai  dc  fra/i^/*  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Pam  Bank,  which  faQed  in  180d.  By  thh  it  ap« 
peaard  diat  iu  capital  hud  never  exceeded  ^^MOfiW/.  not 
ilKure  than  that  of  the  Bank  of  Sootiaud,  and  less  tbdu  that 
of  Ireland*  Was  this  case,  then,  detervii^  of  a  compar isoa 
tptbat'c/  the  Bank  of  Eogiaod?  (Hear!  hear!)  The 
aave  writer  made  another  very  striking  observation.  The 
qaaa^tj  of  ballioo  in  Iwdia  was  enormous— >ii  wa6^o»» 
staiitiy  increasing,  and  yet  interest  was  at  twelve  per  cent. ; 
and  lo  use  bis  owa  expressions,  *^  Lespauvrct  icmt  mi^ra^ 
bki^  U  lc$  fiche$  tom$  mechwu.^-^A  lauf^h.)  He  would 
now  mention  three  ^testt  by  which  an  excess  eovid  be 
^adffed«  Did  bank-notes  pass  currently  from  hand  to  hand  i 
—Were  tbey  received  at  the  Exchequer  ?— And  did  ttie  cir* 
ctilation  not  exceed  in  amount  the  revenue  ?  If  tliese  ques- 
tions wcM  answered  in  tbe  sffirmativei  no  excess  could  have 
taken  place.  Having  made  these  remarks,  he  would  now 
aimpiv  state  a  few  fccts.  Durinfl;  four  years  oiir  funded 
debt  bad  only  increased  1<,000X)00/.  and  since  l8>l»the 
whole  iocreaseof  our  revenije  amotinted  only  to  \S^Sli\i}i)Ol. 
{Memrl  htar\)  Was  it  possible  then  that  men  uf  common 
Undentandii^  could  any  longer  assert  that  our  n^sources 
were  declining,  or  that  there  was  any  evil  in  our  present 

2 stem  of  currency?  It  was  a  saying  of  Frederick  the 
reat,  that  it  was  a  happy  thing  the  svttemsof  metaphy* 
sidans  had  no  influence  on  the  price  oi  ttie  quartern  loaf; 
and  in  the  same  spirit  he  earnestly  cjeprecated  the  adoptifMi 
•f  the  counsels  of  the  Bullion  Committee,'  whose  reason- 
ingSt  bowevef  ingenious,  led  to  the  most  pernicious  conse- 
quences. The  greatness  and  welfare  of  a  State  were  all 
comprehended  in  the  preservation  of  its  established  religion, 
its  established  government,  and  its  established  currency. 
He  must  resist,  therefore,  any  i^inovation  upon  the  last, 
as  one  of  the  three  important  links  of  society ;  and  he  was 
deeply  impressed  that  on  the  event  of  this  discussion  de« 

Evaded  the  prosperity  and  the  best  interests  of  the  Bcitisb 
mpixe.' 
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Mr,  Manning  defended  the  conduct  of  the  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  England «  and  denied  that  the  Bank  had  anj 
interest  distinct  from  that  of  the  public.  In  speaking  from 
himself,  which  he  had  done  in  all  thai  he  had  said  upon  this 
subje^,  and  not  as  a  person  coiumissionec)  to  state  to  that 
House  the  sentiments  of  the  Bank,  he  was  free  to  say  that 
his-situation  as  a  Director  derived  to  him  n^  advantage 
whatever,  save  what  flowed  to  him  in  the  channel  of  the 
public  interests.  He  was  no  farther  a  stockholder  than  as 
oolding  that  portion  of  stock  which  was  necessary  for  him 
to  qnalify  himself  for  his  situation  as  Bank  Director,  and  he 
bad  no  connexion  with  the  stocks  but  as  a  Bank  Director. 
In  order  to  shew  that  the  arguments  which  bad  bec^n  re« 
sorted  to,  to  prove  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency, 
from  the  high  price  of  euineas,  he  stated  tnat  there  was  a 
Dutch  gold  coiQy  callen  the  ruyder,  which  was  worth  four- 
teen guilders,  but  which,  by  the  laws  of  Holland,  was  not 
exportable.  It  was  well  known  that  a  piece  of  bullion,  of 
equal  weight  and  fineness,  would  in  Holland  sell  for  19  per 
cent,  moce  than  the  ruyder,  because  the  ruyder  was  not  ex- 
portable. He  repeated  his  vindication  of  the  Bank, 
and  contended  that  their  paper  issue  was  not  regulated 
with  a  view  to  the  raising  of  any  excessive  or  unreasonable 
profit. 

Mr.  Huskis$on  rose  merely  to  make  one  or  two  observa- 
tions upon  what  had  fallen  Vrotn  the  right  honourable  Ba* 
ronet  and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  justsat  down. 
He  apprehended  that  the  right  honourable  Baronet  had,  in 
bis  zeal  for  the  paper  cause,  let  out  considerably  more  than 
the  advocates  or  paper  could  wish  to  have  disclosed.  He 
seemed  not  only  to  deny  th^  evils  of  an  exces^ve  paper  issue, 
but  to  hail  it  as  another  and  most  promising  system  of 
finance ;  and  that,  as  for  the  vulgar  prejudices  in  favour  of 
gold  and  silver,  they  ought  to  be  at  Once  exploded,  or* 
left  merely  to  those  modern  Midases  who  would  ruin  the 
country  in  the  fury  of  their  speculations;  this  glorious 
paper  system  was  to  rescue  us  from  all  the  horrors  of  gold 
and  silver  which  the  right  honourable  Baronet  had  proved 
by  a  quotation  from  a  French  pamphlet,  must,  inevitably 
make  ^'  the  poor  miserable,  and  the  rich  wicked  and  pow« 
erful."  With  respect  to  the  Dutch  coin  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Baring),  the  ruyder,  he  be« 
Heved,  was  the  oldest  coin  in  Holland,     It  was  certainly. 
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prohibited  from  exportation  by  one  of  those  absurd  laws 
which  were  allowed  to  continue  in  many  conntries  without 
one  reason  to  warrant  the  continuance  of  their  operation. 
Bat  the  instance  put  by  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
Dot  apply)  unless  be  was  prepared  to  state  that  the  ruyder 
bad  not  become  deteriorated.  It  was  certainly  a  very  old  » 
coin.;  and  the  coin  to  which  the  Dutch  directed  their  atten* 
tion  chiefly  was  the  ducat,  which  was  exportable,  so  that 
the  probability  wan,  that  the  ruyder  had  become  deterio* 
rated — with  regard  to  the  third  Resolution,  he  wished, tu 
know  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  the  meaning  of  the 
word  ^'equivalent"  in  that  Resolution;  was  it  that  the  deno- 
minations were  the  same  ?— ^f  ihis  there  could  be  no  ques*- 
tion ;  was  it  that  their  intrinsic  value  was  the  same,  or  watf  * 
it  that  they  bad  the  same  exchangeable  value  \  Are  the 
two  commodities  interchangeable  ?  '  No ;— then  what  was 
the  meaning  of'' equivalent?"  Standard  was  the  measure  of 

auivalency.  If  tne  Assay-master,  the  favourite  witness, 
r.  Merle,  was  called  and  asked  as  to  this  point,  he  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  should  wish  to  put  to*him  two  questions  oi))y ;— « 
£rst,  '^Are  the  dollars  and  the  crown  piecef  equivalent?"  . 
and  this  he  would  certainly  answer,  no.  The  second  ques« 
tion  would  be — By  what  proeess  can  yon  make  them  equi- 
valent ?  the  only  reply  be  could  ^ve  to  this,  would  be^ 
perhaps,  a  laugh-^because  the  thing  was  impossible — ^they 
could  not  be  made  equivalent.  It  was  absurd  to  talk  ^f  a 
standard  when  it  could  be  traced  only  to  a  penal  law«  An 
equivalent  in  such  a  case  could  only  be  compared  to  the  ' 
storv  of  ttie  Scholars,  who,  complaining  of  the  diminution 
of  their  commons,  were  desired  to  get  a^  pdir  of  magnifying 
glasses,  through  which  to  view  their  allowance.  Such  was 
the  case  with  the  dollars— -Gentlemen  had  only  t(/  view 
them  through  a  different  medium,  ind  they  wouliff  perceive 
them  to  be  larger  one  day  than  they  had  been  the  pre- 
ceding. 

Mr.  Mcuming  explained,  that  the  Proclamation  as  to  the 

'  rise  in  the  value  of  dollars  would  put  the  Bank  to  a  loss  of  ^ 
6d*  upon  every  dollar  then  in  circulation,  amounting  to  se- 
veral millions  in  number— a  sacrifice  of  no  trifling  amount^ 
for  the  convenience  of  the  public.  The  Bank  wais  not  de- 
sirous of  continuing  those  issues;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
would    be  anxious   to   withdraw    from    them    whenever 

.  the  Executive  Government  found  itself  enabled  to  dispense 
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with  tile  Bank's  services.  He  regretted  the  Resolution 
as  to  the  rise  in  the  dollars  had  not  originated  in  that 
House.  To  the  Bank  it  would  prove  a  loss  of  bOjOOOL  or 
60,000/. 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  stated,  that  within  these  two  dajs  a 
banker  had  put  into  his  hands  500  guineas  in  goldj,  request- 
ing to  have  in  exchange  for  them,  from  tlie  Bank*  tokens  to  , 
the  ampnnty  at  the  rate  of  5$.  (id,  each;  and  a  similar  appli« 
cation  had  been  made  a  f^w  days  before  for  an  exchange 
as  between  guineas  and  tokens^  to  the  amount  of  300/.  - 
This  was  better  than  any  reasoning  as  to  their  value  could 
be  supposed  to  be. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  was  satisfied  the  effect  of  the  present 
^scussiQU  would  be  gradually  to  lead  to  true  and  just  prin- 
ciples on  the  subjept  \  and  he  wa9  also  satisfied  that  tliey 
would  be  ibuqd  to  be  the  best  Mends  to  the  country,  who 
advised,  that  even  in  a  state  of  prosperity  the  present  sys* 
tern  should  n6t  be  pushed  too  far. 

Mr.  Baring  contended  that  the  country  was  in  such  a 
fictitious  state  as  to  every  pirt  of  political  ecotiomy,  that 
she  could  not  go  on  with  a  circulation  adapted  to  legitimate 
purposes.  At  the  present,  however,  such  was  the  state  of 
'  the  Continent,  ana  of  our  trade,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
us  to  bring  back  the  precious  metals  into  circulation.  To 
talk^iq  this  situation,  as  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Hus- 
kis^on)  had  done,  of  the  theories  of  Locke  of » Newton,  was 
not  more  absurd  than  the  reasoning  of  an  hdhourable  gen- 
tleinan  last  aight,  who  carried  the  Hons^  back  to  the  days 
of  Moses. 

Th^  House  thea  divided  :— 


For  tbe  Rcsolutioa 
F#r  the  Aa»4dmeut 


•     ^^* 
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Majority  in  favour  of  the  Resolution, 

Jfr,  Homer  then  proposed  his  several  Ametidments  to 
the  Resolutions  of  Mr.  Yansittart,  nol^  with  the  view  to 
any  discussion,  but  that  they  might  be  entered  on  the 
Journals. 

Tbe  whole  of  the  Resolutions  being  put  and  agreed  to^ 
^Hoose  adjoyrned. 


'i'jt*. 
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'  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THVftSDAT,  MAT  if. 

In  the  Committee  of  Privil^es  on  the  Berkeley  Peerage, 
the  Solicitor  General,  at.cooaiderable  leogtb  opened  trc 
case  on  the  part  of  (be  youngest  Son^  and  proceeded  to 
examine  several  witnesses.  The  Committee  sat  from  two 
o^ciock  till  past  eight*— Fardier  proceeding  to-tnorrow. 

The  j£4,g00^000  Loan  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  foic  to-morrow. 

Adjoifrned« 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAT,    MAT   lO, 
IBISH    BRRWERS. 

Mr.  Graitimmoyfed  that  the  Petition  from  the(risbBrew« 
ers,  praying  that  the  duty  of  fj.  6d.  upon  Spirits  be  restored 
to  the  former  rate  of  5sl  Sd.  per  gallon,  be  neferred  to<  the 
Committee  of' the  whole  House.  He  read  extracts  from 
several  papersyto  prove  the  growing  dissoluteness  in  the 
manners  of  the  common  Irish^  in  consequence  of  the  cheap-^ 
ness  of  ardent  spirits.  He  contended  also  chat  the  tat  bad 
failed  in  point  of  revenue. 

Mr.  5i&a22)(  of  Dublin)  seconded  the  motion.  He  said 
that  of  the  existence  of  the  evils  complained  of  by  the 
Petitioners  there  could  be  no  reasonable  doubt ;  and  when 
they  considered  what  mast  be  the  inevitable  consecjuences 
of  not  timely  remedymg  those  eyils,  and  also  hoijr  fata) 
their  longer  continuance  must  be  to*  a  trade  of  such  weight 
And  extent  as  that  of  the  Brewers,  i)  really  appeared  to  him 
as  if  the  present  question  was  in  effect,  whether  it  was  for 
the  interest  of  Ireland  that  the  Breweries  ^n  that  country 
should  be  alk>wed  by  the  Legislature  to  exist  at  all?  It 
ought  surely  to  be  a  principle  in  imposing  taxes^thataa 
far  as  ]flNx>uld  possibly  be  done  we  snouid  avoid  injuring 
the  morals  of  the  people.  .  Indeed^  in  his  view  of  the  ques- 
tion^  be  thought  tnat  morals  should  never  be. sacrificed  to 
revenue.  —  [Hetfr!]  Since  the  great  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  in  Ireland^  he  believed  there  was 
no  gentleman  who  had  been  for  any  time  in  that  country 
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ftince  that  period,  who  must  not  have  been  sensibly  struck 
with  the  rapid  and  lamented  change  in  the  general  habits 
and  morals  of  the  lower  orders  ot  the  people.  He  spoke 
from  his  own  knowledge,  vi\ien  he  said  that  that  change 
had  been  felt  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  city  of  Publin, 
to  an  extent  that  would  of  itself  be  sufficient  to  aWaken  the 
attention  of  Parliament  to  this  rery  important  question.— 
And  here  he  could  not  help  saying,  that  even  if  the  reduc- 

^  tian  of  this  tax  had  had  no  injurious  effect  upon  the  revenue, 
still  we  should  pause  before  w^  made  the  vices  and  disso* 
lute  habits  of  the  people  a  source  of  public  revenue-^(  Hear, 
keariy  But  to  try  it  upon  its  own  ground,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Foster)  said,  that  he  reduced  thc'  duty  in  or* 
der  to  suppress  illicit  distillation.  (Hearl  from  Mr.  Foster). 
He  put  it  to  the  candour  of  that  ri^ht  honourable  gentle- 
man to  suy,  whether  it  had  any  such  effect  ?  Did  not  that 
right  honourable  gentleman, in  introducing  this  measure  to 
the  House,  frankly  avow  that  he  made  it  as  a  mere  experi- 
ment to  suppress  illicit  distillation?  (here  Mr.Foster  signijied 
iuassetU)  and  had  not  that  experiment  totally  failecif  and 
after  it  had  failed*  would  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
lilindly  g6  on  in  adherin^.to  a  plan  which  had  not  only 
failed  of  its  professed  object,   but  had  proved  equally  inju* 

.  rious  to  the  morals  and  the  revenue  of  the  country  ? — {Hear, 
hear^  hear  !)'-^lft  however  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  persist,  he  (Mr.  Shaw)  would  not  go  along  with  him^ 
believing,  as  he  did^  that  by  resorting  to  a  system  oJF  equi- 
table taxation,  fiiirly  apportioned  between  the  two  trades 
that  deserved  of  that  House  every  encouragement— he 
;meant  the  brewer  and  the  distiller^ — there  might  be  raised 
upon  both,  without  oppiessing  either,  such  a  revenue  as 
might  fully  answer  the  supplies  of  the  country,  without  re- 
sorting to  any  further  local  taxation  whatever.  T^is,  how« 
ever,  he  might  say  as  to  the  principle  he  had  been  recom- 
mending, that  it  had  received  every  sanction  from  the  right 
honoyrable  the  Chancellor  of  Exchequer  for  England,  who 
hHd  laid  it  down  as  a  great  rule,  in  imposing  taxes  of  this 
kind,  tliat  the  moraTs  of  the  people  constituted  the  first 
consideration  ;  this  he  had  said  the  day  before  yesterday, 
and  he  trusted  it  had  the  due  impression  upon  the  Finance 
Minister  for  Ireland.     With  respect  to  the  merits  of  the 

auestion,  whether  the  ;*e(|uction  has  or  has  not  been  pro- 
uciive  of  the  mischiefs  attributed  to  it,  and  whether  it  had 
or  had  not  altogether  failed,  were  questions  which  he  should 
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leaved  to  be  decided  by  the  testimoDy  of  those  facts  which 
vrere  already  authenticated  upon  the  table  of  th&  House. 
The  first  fact|  as  to  the  failure  of  the  experiment,  was,  that 
no  stills  had  taken  out  licences  in  the  districts  where  illicit 
distillation  was  fcnown  to  abound,  and  that  little  or  no  spirits  ' 
had  been  transmitted  into  those  districts  from  the  licenced 
distilleries  in  the  other  parts  of  the  country.    The  other 
statement  went  to  prove  the  alarming  increase  of  disease* 
owing  to  the  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits  in   coose* 
quence  of  its  cheapness.     Here  Mr.Shaw  read  the  monthly 
^reports  of  various  Hospitals  in  Dublin  and  other  parts  of  ^ 
Ireland,  where  it  appeared  that  the  increase  of  the  numbers 
of  sick  admitted,  and  the  number  of  deaths,  in  consequence 
of  excessive  intoxication,  had  gone  on  in  such  a  progressive 
increase,  that  the  number  of  sick  had  doubled,  and  that  of 
the  deaths  bad  trebled,  within  a  very  limited  period.    Upon 
the  whole,  as  the  reduction  had   not,  nol*  in  his  opinion 
could  not,  do  what  it  professed  to  do — but  as  it  had  alremly 
done  much  to  impair  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  to  injure  the 
health  and  vitiate  the  morals  of  the  Irish  People^  the  motion 
forsending  it  to  a  Committee  should  have  his  cordial  support. 
Mr:  fos(er  agreed  in  the  practice  of  the  principle  laid 
down  by  both  the  gentlemen  who  preceded   him*      He 
should  be  ashamed  to  hold  his  office  one  hour  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  a  revenue  at  the  expence  of  the  morals  of 
the  Irish  pepple.  {Hear !)  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Shaw)  had  said,  that  the  reduction  was  a  mere  experiment 
to  put  down  illicit  distillation.     Certainly  that  had  been  ita 
principal  object — and  an  object  in  the  endeavour  to  efFcct 
whid)  he  had  all  those  gentlemen  with  him.     Illicit  dis« 
tiliution  was  the  great  evil,  and  the  higher  the  duty  on  the 
spirits,  the  greater  the  premium  to  the  illicit  distiller.     He 
bad  proposecta  penalty  on  the  town  lands  where  illicit  stilia 
were  found ;  and  this  mode  might  have  at  least  put  them 
down,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  most  unfortunate  measure 
of  prohibiting  the  di^ttillation  in  Ireland.     But  the  hpn. 
gentSeman  had  contended  that  the  reduction  had  totally 
i'uiled  in  suppressing  illicit  distillation.     In  answer  to  this, 
he  should  merely  read  the  returns  of  the  Revenue  Officers 
for  the  quarter  eodinsf  December  25,  1810.     The  amount 
of  seizures  were  as  follows  :  579  stills,  378  kegs,  344  worms^ 
5,362  utensils,  e»8(K)  gallons  of  spirits,  and  150,000  gallons 
of  pot*  ale.     He  denied  also  that  the  spirits  were  at  present 
so  much  cheapei'  as  had  been  asserted — in  1804  tlie  spirits. 


t 
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^ere  75.  T<f#  a  gallon ;  io  1806,  6,  und  7,  about  7$.  Sd, ;  ia 
1810»  8ff«  7cf. ;  and  in  18 II,  Si.  fit/,  a  gallon.  After  some 
farther  remarks,  he  said  he  should  not,  however^  object  to 
the  Gooiinittee. 

Mr.  Henry  Monigamery  spoke  in  favour  of  a  Committee 
up  stairs. 

Sir  John  l^cwpori  said  that  nothing  like  false  shame 
should  ever  keep  him  from  retractinff  an  opinion  when  he 
i»as  convinced  it  vas  unfounded.  1  ne  reason  which  had 
induced  him  to  vote  against  the  fines  on  the  town  lands  was, 
that  they  had  incteased  to  such  an'  extent  aa  to  produce  a 
sort  of  conviction  that  they  could  not  be  levied.  He  aU 
luded  iti  particular  to  the  c*ountv  of  Gavan.  But  the  great 
question  was»  whether  or  not  tne  low  price  of  spirits  l>ad 
increased  the^drunkenneas  and  immorality  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  ;  and  that  this  was  the  case,  he  would  venture  to  - 
say,  would  be  unanimously  declared  by  those  geridemea 
who  had  resided  during  the  last  year  in  Ireland.  The 
drunkenness  hsd  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  no  work<« 
man  would  work  more  than  two  days  in  the  week.  '  A  man 
could  get  completely  drunk  for  id.  This  was  destructive 
of  all  good  order,  and  *the  consequence  would  be,  that  a 
military  force  would  necessary  to  control  the  excesses,  / 
The  Legislature  could  not  be  tied  up  by  the  licences  to  clis* 
tillers.  The  people  were  their  first  care,  and  the  revenue 
the  second. 

Mr.  Wm,  Taylor  said  it  was  impossible  to  raise  the  duty 
on  spirits  in  freland.  . 

Jar.  Hutchinson  said  that  all  the  great  Brewers  in  Ireland 
l)ad  signed  the  petition,  and  therefore  il  was  not  to  l^e  con* 
sidered  as  ttie  petition  uf  a  few  individuals,  but  as  the  re« 
presentatives  of  the  whole  body.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr*  Foster),  bad  said  the  prrces  of  spirits  were 
-not  greater  now  than  in  1807;  but  he  would  ask  him  if  the 
brewer  retained  the  same  situation  that  he  then  held  ? 
While  the  duty  on  spirits  had  been  lowered  from  is,  to  2s. 
6d»  was  any  compensation  made  to  the  brewer  ?  What  he 
blamed  that  right  honourable  gentlemah  most  for  was,  that 
against  Ins  own  Judgment  and  experience,  he  had  consent* 
ed  to  the  abolition  of  fines,  and  to  a  total  change  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distillery  system.  When  it  could  be  proved 
in  the  Committee  that  the  cause  of  the  late  idleness,  drunk- 
enness and  immorality  was  exclusively  to  be  traced  fo  the 
lowering  of  the  duty  on  spirits,  and  that  its  consequence 
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was  afso  to  dopble  the  number  of  patients  in  tbe  hospitals/ 
and  treble  the  number  of  deaths,  he  hoped  that  no  Member 
of  che  House  would  wish  that  this  abominable  sjslem  •faookl 
be  continued  one  day  longer* 

JfjT-  Foster  explained.      •      ' 

Mr.  G  ration  asked  the  right  honourabte  gentleman 
(Mr.  Foster)  if  he  consented  to  a  Committee  ? 

Mr.  Foster  md  he  had  no  objection  to  a  Sekct  Com- 
aiiUee. 

T%e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  k  unfair  to 
ascribe  the  increased  immorality  to  the  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  spirits,  if  spirits  were  not  lower  now  than  in  1807*  ft 
was  much  more  natural  ^to  ascribe  it  to  the  great  reduction 
of  the  price  which  took  place  on  the  prohibition  to  distil 
being  removed.  With  respect  .to  the  hospitals,  he  had 
been  informed  that  in  consequence  of  seTeral  important 
improvements  which  had  been  made  in  them,  the  aversion 
of  the  people  to  them  had  been  in  a  great  measure  removed, 
and  tbe  patients  consequently  increased. 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  that  no  revenue  consideration 
ought  to  interfere  with  tbe  morals  of  the  people.  It,  was 
certainly  the  prevailing  opinion  in  Ireland,  that  the,  low  - 
duties  on  spirits  had  occasioned  the  late  increase  of  drunk- 
enness. Spirits  ought  to  be  discouraged,  and  malt  liquor 
enconraged,^and  the  people  of  Ireland  were  beginning  to 
habituate  themselves  to  the  latter.  There  was  a  time  perhaps 
when  spirits  might  be  more  suitable  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
than  malt  liquor;  but  now»  when  they  were  better  clothed, 
lodged,  and  fed,  they  did  hot  require  spirits  to  warm  them. 

T&ISH   FA  ESS. 

Mr,  Shaw  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  tbe 
Petition  from  the  Proprietors  of  Newspapers  in  Ireland,  for 
tbe  repeal  of  an  Act^of  the  last  Session,  imposing  an  addi- 
liona!  .duty  on  Advertisements.  That  tax  bad  been  found 
not  only  oppressive,  but  unproductive,  and  afforded,  thf^e- 
fbre,  the  strongest  of  all  reasons  for  its  abolition.  The  ad- 
ditional duty  came  to  be  levied  for  tbe  firat  time  on  the  16ih 
of  July  last  ?  The  gross  produce  of  the  tax  on  Advertise^ 
ments  for  the  six  months  previous  to  that  period,  ailiounted 
to  14,150/*  \5s,  and  that  for  the  six  months  following 
amounted  to  14,y30/.  17s.  lOd.  leaving  an  apparent  in- 
crease of  77l/'  ^s.  lOd,;  but  this  increase  was  more  than 
Accounted  fpr-by  the  instiiution'  of  three  ne>v  papers,  two. 
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of  which  w^re  published  daily,  the  duty  upon  advertise* 
merits  in  which  amounted  to  1,000/.  16$.  4d,  so  tha^the 
duty  had  in  reality  been  diminished  by  doC)/.  13s.  Much 
of  the  amount  of  the  latter  period,  was  'for  Government 
proclamations,  which  were  no  addition  to  the  revenue. 
The  tax  had  been  fouiKl  oppressive  in  the  extreme.  It  was 
professed  to  be  only  two-thirds  of  the  tax  on  advertise- 
ments in  £ngland  ;  but  this  proportion  was  onty  fur  adver- 
tisements of  less  than  ten  lines;  and  an  Irish  advertisement 
of  300  lines  was  taxed  iu^a  ratio  of  $0  to  1  more  than  in 
England.  Thff  advertisement  for  the  Portuguese  subscrip* 
tion,  for  instancy,  paid  in  Ireland  two  pounds  fourteen 
shillings,  and  would  have  .  paid,  in  England  only  three 
shillings.  The  cons^aaence  was^  that  the  price  of  adver- 
tising in  Ireland  greatly  exceeded  the  means  of  the  adver- 
tising class.  They  were  reduced  to  advertise  less  frequently^ 
lo  the  great  detriment  of  the  Irish  press.  It  was  also  to  bo 
kept  in  mind,  that  th^  Irish  press  laboc^red  under  manjr 
hardships  not  felt  in  England  :— -1|  per  cent,  for  instance, 
was  only  discounted  on  stamp-duties  in  Irelandi  while  in 
England  the  discount  amounted  to  17  per  cent.  There 
was  not  a  man  attached  to  the  interests  of  Ireland,  who 
*  must  notwlsh  it  the  bles^ng  of  an  enlightened  press.  A 
press,  to  be  enlightened,  must  first  be  indepettdent.  He 
greatly  feared  that  this  tax,  if  persisted  in,  would  ultimately 
endanger  the  very  existence  of  the  Irish  period ic0l  press ; 
and  as  he  was  satisfied  that  such  never  could  have  been  the 
object  or  the  wish  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  be 
trusted  that  he  would  join  vvitb  him  in  rescuing  it  from 
those  evils  to  which  his  own  ill-judged  measures  had  ex* 
posed  it.  He  concluded  with  moving  that  the  Petition 
should  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  J — which,  after  a  long  conversation  between 
several  members^  was  negatived. 

IRISn    ELECTIONS. 

ColonelJBarry  moved  for  leave  to  faring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Biectipn  laws  in  Ireland.  The  freeholders  there 
were  obliged  to  take  certain  oaths  according  to.prescril>ed 
forms  with  blanks.  Doubts  existed  amongst  the  most 
eminent  men  of  the  profession  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
these  blanks  were  to  be  filled  up.  His  object  was  lo  fill  up 
the  blanks  in  a  manner  most  favourable  to  the  elective 
franchise*  The  Roman  Catholics  had  to  produce  ceniticaies 
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<^  having  taken  certain  oaths  before  tbey  were  permiHed  to 
poll ;  and  it  sometiines  happened  that  through  the  n^Iigenoe 
or  comiption  of  the  officer,  they  lost  theiilvotes.  He  men* 
tiooed  a  vtm  in  which  AOO  voters  in  one  county  had  lost 
tbeir  rotes  at  an  election  from,  this  cause ;  another  object 
was  to  correct  this  eril.    L^ve  given. 

Mr.  TF.  Pole  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  Bill  for 
enabling  the  Judges,  at  their  opf  ion,  to  commate  the  punish* 
ment  or  transportation^  for  hard  labour  and  confinement  for 
a  period  not  exceeding  the  term  of  transportatioat 

Adjourned. 
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FBIDAYj  MAT    17. 

TOLERATION    ACT. 

• 

The  order  of  the  day  beif  g  moved  for  the  second  reading 
of  Lord  Sidmouth*s  Bill, 

Earl  Stanhope  rose,  and  ho];>ed  that  his  noble  friend 
would  not  press  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  of  so  great 
importance  in  so  thin  a  House.  The  Bill  embraced  con- 
siderations of  the  greatest  magnitude  ies|>ecting^  religious 
liberty,  and  ought  to  receive*  a  fiAand  serious  discussion. 
The  Bill  professed  to  state  the  law  respecting  Toleration ; 
but  he  would  maintain,  that  th'ere  was  in  it  a  proposition 
contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  which,  he  was  certain, 
that  no  lawyer  with  a  gown  on  his  back' would  deny  to 
beso.         . 

Earl  Grey  considered  the  Bill  as  one  of  the  greatest 
•  importance*  That  part  of  Ihe  kingdom,  which  he,  from 
local  knowledge  and  residence,  was  best  acquainted  with, 
abounded  with  different  sects ;  and  he  took  the  opportunity 
'  to  state,  that  he  knew  well-  that  no  pers^s  were  more 
warmly  and  sincerely  loyal,  or  better  attached  to  tlie  con- 
stitntion  of  the  *  country.  There  certainly  would  not  be 
time  for  such  persons,  if  they  thought  fit  to  petition  against 
the  Bill^  to  do  so,  if  it  proceeded  rapidly.  It  was,  in  every 
respect  desirable,  that  proper  time  should  be  given  for  the 
public  consideration  of  such  a  measure ;  a'  measure  whicbj 
he  thought^  under  aH  the  circumstances  of  the  present' 
times,  had  been  better  avoided  altogether. 

Lord  Sidmouth  said^  that  he  had  already  a^eed  to  a 
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6iiirc:csfiDn  fbr  postponing  (he  discussion  to  the  period  for 
going  into  the  Comnuyee  :  therefore  he  had  no  intention  to 
pre*vS  it  now  :  as  in  coiipoquence  of  that  understanding,  many 
tioble  lords  wrc  not  pn^scnt.  With  respect  to  sufficient 
tinie  for  considering  the  nature  and  object  of  the  measure, 
he  had  only  to  observe,  that  be  had  mentioned  the  subject, 
ftnd  given  notice  of  his  intentions  during  the  Uw  last 
Sessions.  He  hftd  corresponded  with  serious  |)crsons  upoii 
the  subject ;  and  he  had  understood  from  those  tvho  were 
concerned  in  ihe  enactment  of  such  a  Bill,  their  concurrence 
in  its  objects.  It  was  possible  that  they  might  have  changed 
their  minds  ;  1)ut  that  was  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  him  to 
delay  bringing  it  forward.  The  noble  Lord  then  moved, 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  Tiiesday  next. 

Earl  Grosrenor  made  a  few  observations  on  tiie  object  of 
the  Bill.  His  Tiordship  would  be  tlie  very  last  man  to 
impair,  or  to- infringe  upon  the  Art  Of  Tolewtion ;  but  he 
thought)  thnt  the  conditions  which  were  imposed  on  those 
of  the  established  Church  ought  not  to  be  wholly  disre- 
garded with  respect  to  all  others.  He  was  ronvincixl,  that 
the  noble  Viscouat  had  no  views  unfavourable  to  toh'ration. 
%Vhat  the  noble  Viscount  protposed  was,  in  his  opinion, 
perfectly  consistent  willi  that  Act,  explained  as  it  was  in 
the  noble  Viscount^s  former  spi-^ech  ;  though,  perhaps,  there 
vcrc  some  clau&es  in  the  Bill  that  woula  require  amend- 
ment. In  otlier  respects  he  coiiceivcd  its  tendency  to  be 
generally  useful. 

Earl  Stanhope  adverted  to  the  present  state  5f  progress  in 
Lord  Redesdale's  Bill,  which  must  be  postponed  if  the 
iioble  Viscount's  Bill  came  to  the  second  reading  on  TuewJay, 
This  would  be,  perhaps,  great  injustice.  That  Bill  had 
opened  the  prospect  to  the  debtors  of  this  country  of  being 
relieved,:  and  if  it  were  postponed,  and  ultimately  lost, 
fhi^re  might  not  be  lime  enough  to  do  what  he  thought, 
after  what  had  passed,  ought  to  be  done,  namely,  the 
piissing  of  an  Insolvent  Act  this  Session.  Their. Lordships 
must  see  to  what  a  predicament  they  might  be  driven  by 
delays.  On  Tuesday  tl^ere  would  be  the  Berkeley  Peerage, 
ftc.  to  attend  to  before  this  BilK  He  thought  his  noble 
friend's  (Lord  Sidmouth's)  Bill  ought  to  be  deferred. 
The  Boble  and  learned  Lord  who  had  introduced  the  Bill 
respecting  the  Debtor  and  Creditor  Law,  had,  as  yet,  macfe 
no  convert  to  it,  either  from  aniong  those  who  approved  its 
principle,  and  objected  to  its  clauses,  or  those  w'ho  disliked 
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tl^at  piineipte.    Itdidtbopefon.ifqiirrediBCiwioBj  but  did 
not  admit  deby. 

.  hord  ReieSiid^  eotertd  tiilo  some  explanation  with -fc« 
spect  to  th«  state  of  the  Bill  ho  had  proposed ;  iqrlii<?h, 
tvhelher  it  «i«re  fit  or  unfit  io  pa8s»  ought  to  be  dbcussed 
Vfithout  delay*  Bat  be  acquitted  the  opbie  Visoount  of 
ViterruptiBS  its  prc^resS)  be  himsdf  \3Ay\\\%  aj^eed  to  ih« 
prqpofition  for  the  sejoond  reading  of  |he  ViscouatV  Bill  on 
Tuesday.  His  Lordship  then  ur|^  several  topics  in  de<» 
ieooe.  of  the  principle  of  ibe  noble  Viscouut^s  QUI.  A 
similar  meaauie  bad  beon  pro|iosed»  with  some  diffciencesy 
w|ien  he  held  an  official  situation,  and  whw  be  prepared  a 
BiUf  tboi^;|i  it  was  afterwards  f  iYeo  UPi  from  causes  bo 
could  not  explain ;  but  from  all  he  hearot  the  measuia  thei^ 
met  with  general  approbation. 

hord  Stfbmmtk  did  not  wish  to  press  the  Bill  with  u:n« 
oeoeasary  baste.    He  considered  its  object  to  be  the  strenj^th- 
aniog  of  that  respect  in  which  religion  ouj^bt  always  to  ba 
*  held,  and  not  the  infringement  of  toleration. 

Tile  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  on 
Tuesday  next^  and  the  Loids  were  ordered  tp  b^  suiAmooed 
for  that  day. 

The  House  jtben  adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

VBIDAT,  MAY  17. 

IMraiSOimfENT   in    laELANP. 

Mr.^  Sheridan  presented  a  petition  from  Mr.  St.  John 
Mason,  a  gentleman  in  Ireland,  who  had  been  confiaed  iu 
prison  for  some  tfhiC.  He  understood  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  its  lying  on  the  table,  which  was  the  only 
motion  he  should  make  on  it  at  present.  The  petition  w:  8 
brought  up  and  read,  and  stated,  that  the  Petitioner  w:8 
a  Barrister  in  Ireland ;  that  in  the  year  1803  he  was  ar- 
rested on  the  circuit  by  order  of  the  Governmef|t,  and  was 
by  the  authority  of  M.r.  Wickham  committed  to  Kilmain^ 
hiam  gaol,  where  he  had  been  very  rigorously  confined  fqr 
two  years;  that  during  that  time  he  had  frequently  made 
apfdicatioii  to  Lord  Uardwicke  to  uermit  him  to  have  a 
truil,  and  since  bis  release  had  done  the  same,  but  he  could 
mjet  obtain  any  ihearing  whatever ;  that  be  thought  the 
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rights  of  erery  subject  of  tlie  empire  had  been  injured  in  hia 
person  ;  and  as  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  redress  else- 
irhere,  he  humbly  applied  for  it  by  petition  to  this  honour* 
able  House,  and  hoped  they  would  afford  him  relief! 

Mr.  FT.  Pok  said,  that  with  respect  to  the  allegations  of 
the 'petition  9  as  for  as  he  was  instructed,  he  beliered^it 
would  be  found  that  the  petitioner  had  been  detained  on 
Tery  just  grounds.  He  had,  howerer,  no  objection  to  the 
petition  lyine  on  the  table. 

Mr.  P.  inooresaid  this  waft^a hard  case;  the  unfortunate 

^ntleman  whose  petition  this  was,  had  suflSered  greatly  in 
lis  character,  as  well  as  by  his  confinement :  a»d  all  he 
wished  or  desired  was,  that  he  might  hare  an  inquiry  into 
the  transaction,'  in  order  to  clear  his  character. 

Jlf  r.  fV.  Pole  said,  the  petitioner  badt  heen  taken  up  on 
secret  information,  which  could  not  be  disclosed  witliout^ 
perhaps,  danger  to  the  State.  If,  therefore,  an  inquiry  was  ^ 
granted,  it  must  be  a  secret  inquiry ;  and  how  siich  a  pro* 
oeeding  would  tend  to  clear  his  charactei*  he  could  not  tell. 
He  understood  the  circumstances  alledged  against  him  were 
such,  that"  if  Lord  Hardwicke  had  not  caused  him  to  bt 
anestedy  he  would  not  have  done  hier  duty. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SBATe  OF   MEMBERS. 

Mr.  TTiompson  ghve  notice f  that  he  would  early  inth^ 
next  Session  move' for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  vacate  the 
seats  of  Members  of  that  House  who  should  be  proclaimed 
bankrupts,  and  \iho  should  not  pay  their  debts  in  full 
within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  Commission. 

0 

IMTEHeUANQB    OF    IRISH   AND   BRITISH   MILITIA, 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  brought  up  tb^  Bill  for  allowing 
the  interchange  of  the  Irish  and  British  Militia. 
On  the  question  that  it  be  read  a  first  time, 
Lord  Temple  said,  he  was  sorry,  he  was  obliged  to^ 
oppose  the  first  reading  of  this  Bill*  If  he  had  not  been 
prevented-  from  being  present,  by  the  illness  of  a  near  rela- 
tion, on  the  evening  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
moved  for  leave  fo  bring  in  a  Bill,  he  should  then  have 
decidedly  stated  his  objections  to  it.  He  now  opposed  it 
on  the  ground  that  it  gav64o  his  Majesty  a  power  which  he 
did  not  before  possess  over  the  Militia,  that  it  would  render 
th^  men  independent  of  the  Officers,  and  destroy  the  di&^ 
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cipline  of  the  Militia ;  ttiat  it  wonld  cause  many  ^ntlemett 
irno  Kere  great  friends  to  and  supporters  of  the  Militia  ta 
lesipi  their  commissions,  because  their  own  private  concerns 
would  not  allow  them  to  go  to  Trdand,  and  thus  force 
gentlemen  out  of  the  service  who  would  wish  otherwise  t* 
remain  in  it.  A^in^  he  objected  to  it  because  it  must  cut 
uptfaemeans^of  i^ruitingtbe  regular  Army  ;  and  by  raising 
the  price  of  substitutes  for  the  Militia,  would  render  th^ 
ballot  more  difficult  and  almiost  impossible  to  be  filled,  and 
thus  create  a  heavier  tax  on  the  counties.  It  must  also  add 
to  our  burthens  by  increasintr  the  provision  to  be  made  for 
the  wives  and  children  of  Militia  men.    On  these  general 

Eonnds,  without  entering  into  details,. he  opposed  the  BiU 
ing  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  contended,  that  the  Bill  was  no 
.breach  of  faith :  if  it  could  not  be  proved  so  important  as  be 
thonght  the  measure,  he  would  give  it  up  i  lie  denied  it 
WouM  have  any  of  the  effects  imputed  to  it  by  the  noble 
Lord  ;  and  that  when  the  Militia  Officers  came  to  read  and 
eonsider  the  Bill  more  maturely,  they  would  fi^d,  tliat 
tfaoflgh  an  extension  of  services,  it  was  not  nearly  so  much 
so  as  had  been  imagined.  .  Aiid  though  no  man  would  .  ^ 
more  regret  than  himself  that  any  officer  at  present  in  the 
Militia  should  leave  it  on  that  account,  yH  the  measure 
appeared  to  him  of  that  magnitude  and  importance  that  he 
must^  however  reluctantly,  persist  in  it.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  noble  liord  and  the  House  would  agree  to  the  Bill 
going  on,  as  he  was  sure  Ihey  would  find,  on  reading  its 
provisions,  that  they  were  not  so'objectionable  as  they  how 
seemed  to  apprehend . 

Colonel  Bastard  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  it.  He 
thought  it  was  the  worst  kind  of  breach  of  faith  that  could 
be  imagined.  If  the  House  were  to  disband  the  Militia, 
and  to  say  we  have  no  farther  occasion  for  you,  the  officers 
of  that  establishment  could  not,  as  Militia  Officers,  find 
fault ;  but  to  change  the  very  nature  of  their  service,  andL 
send  them  out  of  the  country,  was  a  direct  breach  of  faith. 
It  tras  ridiculous  to  talk  of  their  volunteering.  For  bis 
own  part  he  would  not  volunteer,  yet  he  would  hold  his 
situation  till  the  resentment  of  the  Crown  should  shew  itself 
on  that  account.  If  the  House  added  this  to  the^many 
former  instances  of  ill  treatment  of  the  Militia,  he  was  afraid 
it  would  be  productive  of  many  ill  consequences. 

Bir  J.  Newport  wished  to  know  if  the  right  honourabk 
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KtlemtB  intended  to  bring  in  a  clause,  alloMring  the  Irish 
holic  Militiarmaii  aent  here  to  go  to  bis  own  place  of 
worship. 

Mr.  Secretary  B^def  3aid,  he  did  not  mean  to  introduce 
my  such  chuse ;  because  when  the  Bill  was  brought  in,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  Irish  Catholic  Militia*nian  would^ 
In  that  respect,  be  uoder  the  same  circumstauces  here  as  he 
was  in  Ireland. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  t 
eecond  time  on  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
'  On  the  motion  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  an  account  wai 
ordered  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Dutch  East-Indiamen  captured 
Sn  1793  i  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  English  £ast« 
India  Company ;  as  also  an  account  of  the  Ships  and 
Vessels  belonging  to  his  Danish  Majesty  seiaed  and  con- 
demned at  and  previous  to  the  actual  coramencemeQt  of 
hostilities. 

PEOPBBTT  OF   FORElGNBAS   IN   TUB  VU^DS. 

On  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moving  that  th^ 
House  should  resolve  itselt  into  a  Comn^ittee  of  Ways  and 
Means, 

Mr.  Ilozcorth  rose,  pursuant  to  ilotioe,  to  move  that  ab 
account  of  the  Property  of  Foreigners  vested  in  our  funds 
should  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee.  It  appeared  to 
him  most  unjust,  ihat  Foreigners  should  receive  a  higher 
rate  of  interest  for  their  money  than  the  natives  of  this 
country.  He  remembered  that  the  argument  upon  which 
Foi^igners  were  originally  exempted  from  paying  the  same 
tax  as  natives,  was,  that  by  the  existing  laws  the  dividends  ' 
on  stock  were  to  be  paid  without  any  tax  or  diminutiou 
whatever.  From  thence  it  Vas  argued,  that  Government 
could  not,  without  a  violation  of  the  public  faiths  lay  any 
tax  upon  the  funds ;  but  that  the  stoppages  made  on  the 
dividends  of  subjects  of  this  realm  ought  not  to  be  considered 

•  as  a  tax  upon  funds,  but  a  tax  upon  their  income.     When 

•  the  present  tax  was  imposed  in  the  year  180S,.  Mr.  Pitt 
opposed  it  generally;  out  admitted  that  it  would  be  np 
violation  of  public  mith^to  require  Foreigners  to  pay  some^ 
thing  for  the  protection  of  their  property  in  this  country. 
It  should  always  be  recollected,  that  Government  had  never 
dealt  with  Foreigners,  in  contracting  for  loans.  After  the 
loans  were  disposed  of,  and  the  stock  was  in  the  market. 
Foreigners  might  buy  if  they  tfaaugbt  pfx>per,  but  were 
certainly  not  entitled  to  any  partiality,  and  were  as  much 
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boond'bj  every  {ninciple  of  justice  to  contrtbote  for  the  pro* 
tectioif  of  tbat  property  as  for  any  other  property  they 
night  choose  to  acquire  in  this  country.  He  thought  it 
most  erident,  that  as  loans  were  never  contmcted  with 
Foreigners,  there  coald  be  no  faith  pledged  particularly  to 
them.  If  they  chose  to  buy  a  property  which  .was  in  the 
market,  they,  should  take  it  at  the  same  terms  as  otho: 
people.  He  thought  this  strange  partiality  to  Foreignem 
was  a  manifest  injiistict  to  the  people  of  this  country. 

Jlir.  Baring  thought  that  Foreigners  were  entitled  to  the 
exemption,  on  the  principle  of  their  not  being  taxable 
'  persons,  and  no^  liable  to  our  income  tax.    The  stoppages  * 
-which  were  made  on  other  dividends,  was  not  because  a  tax 
was  imposed  upon  funds,  but  upon  income* 

7%e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  deny  that  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  if  this  was  entirely  a  new  question, 
there  would  be  no  impropriety  in  subjecting  the  property  of 
Foreigners  to  this  tax ;  but  as  this  was  a  question  which 
had  been  discusse<I  over  and  over  again,  and  as  Parliament 
had  always  decided  in  favour  of  the  exemptions,  he  thought 
it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith,  if  they  should  now,  without 
any  notice,  lay  a  tax  upon  that  property  which  Foreigners 
might  have  vested  here  on  the  faith  of  those  parliamentary 
decisions  in  favour  of  the  exemptions.  /  A  fter  having  so  long 
recognized  the  principle,  if  wc  were  now  suddenly  to  depart 
from  it,  the  enemy  would  suppose  that  we  were  driven  by 
the  pressure  of  the  times  to  lay  hold  of  property  which  had 
been  spared  hitherto  from  our  notions  of  honesty.  He 
thought  that  if  Parliament  did  resolve  upon  the  principle  of 
taxing  the  property  of  Foreigners  in  the  funds,  they  should 
at  least  allow  sufficient  time  for  thtm  to  withdmw,  if  they 
likedj  that  property  which  was  perhaps,  vested  there  merely 
on  their  reliance  that  it  would  not  be  taxed. 

Sir  T.  Turton  thought  that  it  was  of  much  more  con- 
sequence that  the  people  in  this  country  should  believe  that 
DO  injustice  was  done  to  them,  than  any  appearance  which 
the  thing  might  have  to  the  enemy.  .  That  enemy  must 
judge  very  ill,  if  he  could  suppose  that  in  a  war  of  such 
vast  expence  as  the  present,  we  felt  any  absolute  necessity 
of  getting  hold  of  60,000/.  which  is  all  that  this  tax  would 
amount  to. 

Mr,  Pole  Carcw  supported  the  exemption  in  favour  of 
Foreigners,  and  wished  tbat  Parliament  would  pledge  itself 
by  a  resolution  never  to  disturb  it. 
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.  Mr.  Ildwortk  th^n  replied.  Every  ibing  that  he  had 
heard  in  &vour  of  (his  exemption  onlv  strengtfaei^  his 
idea  ofthc  injustice  of  it.  Foreigners  did  not  contract  loans^ 
'  or  lend  money  to  Gorernment.  They  only  bought  stock  at 
the  market  for  their  own  private  advantage.  He  partly 
agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  it  might 
be  belter  to  give  notice  of  the  time  when  this  partiality  to 
Foreigners  was  to  cease ;  but  he  pledged  himself,  while  he 
conttnned  a  member  of  that  House,,  to  bring  the  subject 
amiually  before  their  consideration  until  the  people  of  this 
country  had  justice :  for  the  present  he;  begged  leave  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 

PBOCBEDINGS    IN   OHAKCRRT. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor^  in  rising,  observed  that  he  should  not 
be  deterred  by  the  appearance  of  (he  House  from  stating  the 
Reasons  why  he  persevered  in  pressing  the  motion  of  which 
be  had  givcp  notice  upon  its  attention.     It  was  now  nearly 
a  year  and  a  half  since  he  had  fii^t  mentioned  the  subject 
in  that  House,  and  scarcely  a  step  had  been  yet  taken  to 
remedy  th«  evil  to  which  his  motion  referred.    The  evil  Jie 
must  say  was  great  and  tremendous,  and  in  bringing'  it 
before  the  House  he  could  have  no  sinister  motive  whatever. 
He  did  not  mean  to  trench  upon  the  abilities  and  character 
()f  the  noble  Lord  who  presided  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
The  honourable  and  learned  member  then  detailed  the  steps 
by  which  he  had  proceeded  with. this  business,  and  affirmed, 
t1)at  if  rumour  was  correct,  the  remedy  prop(^ed  in  another 
place  (the  House  of  Lords)  would  notl)e  effectual.    The 
creation  of  an  addilional  Master  of  the  Rolls  would  not  cure 
the  defects  in  the  appellant  jurisdiction.     He  denied  that 
the  business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  had  greatly  increased 
since  the  time  of  Lord  Hardwicke.    The  average  number  of 
hills  filed  in   that  court,  from   the*  year   I7(J1   to   1766, 
inclusive,  was  11,839  ;  the  axcrage  from  1800  to   1806, 
both  inclusive,  was  10,084 ;  so  that  the  business  had  not 
incrcnsed.     Alter  stdting  some  other  defects  in  the  present 
system  of  the  practice  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  hon* 
and  learned  gentleman  said,  that  his  wish  was,  that  a  Com-  ' 
mittee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  that  retained 
the  progn»ss  of  writs  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  &c.'  and  to 
search  the  Loids'  Journals  respecting  the  number  of  appeals. 
ilc  thereiorc  concluded  by  moving,  ^^  that  a  CpndmiMee  be 
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appointed  to  inquire  iotb  the  capseR  that  have  retarded  the 
decision  of  causes  in  the  Hi^h  Court  of  Chancery." 

TTie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  as  to  the  enor- 
mity  ef  the*  evil  comptatoed  of  by  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman «  but  as  an  inquiry  had  been  instituted 
in  another  place/  aud  a  report  upon  the  subject  was  shortly 
expected,  he  feh  hiodself  justi6ed,  out  of  respect  to  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  was  surprised  to  find  the  motion  of  his 
honourable  and  learned  friend  met  by  the  previous  que$« 
lion.  Before  >uch  a  motiqn  should  be  got  rid  of  in  that 
way,  he  thought  that  3omespeci6c  plaa,  calculated  to  cor- 
.  rect  the  evil  complained  of,  ought  to  have  been  suted  by 
the  right  hon.  gentlemau  to  the  House. 

Mr*  Lockhart  objected  to  getting  rid  of  a  questioti»  in 
which  the  public  was  so  much  interested,  in  any  way  which 
could  be  construed  into  any  inattention  to  its  concerns ;  he 
should  therefore  move,  that  the  debate  be  adjourned  for  a 
week. 

The  ChanccUor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  objection  to  an 
adjournment  of  the  debate  to  Thursday  next,  and  withdrew 
the  previous  question. 

Str  S.  RomiUy  wished  to  deliver  hb  sentiments  on  this 
subject.  It  was  now  nine  weeks  since  the  subject  had  been 
brought  forward  by  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  and 
the  only  answer  given  to  him  was,  that  a  report  was  shortly 
to  be  made  on  the  subject  by  a  Committee  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament;  If  the  question  was  to  be  brought 
by  such  report  under  the  consideration  of  that  HousCi  that 
was  a  ground  why  the  motion  of  t}ie  honourable  ^ember 
should ,  be  agreed  to ;  and  that  House  should  inquire  into 
the  evil,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy.  The  honourable 
and  learned  Member  then  entered  into  a  review  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  remedy  proposed,  and  declared,  thai  the -House 
was  bound  not  to  consent  to  any  measure  which  would  have 
the  efiect  of  altering  thecharacter  of  the  high  office  of  Lord 
Chancellor^  and  disturbing  tlie  established  judicial  princi- 
ples of  equity  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  If  the  evil  which 
nad  grown  up  within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  was  but 
temporary,  it  ought  not  to  be  provided  for  by  a  permanent 
remedy ;  nor  should  a  Vice-chancellor  be  created  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  whose  office,  after 
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^bree  or  four  terms^  woald  hecoin^  a  lioeciirc.     He  ahool^ 
therefore  vote  against  tl^e  adjourqaiea^. 

Mr.  Jf.  J.  Taylor  replied ;  and  ^fter  a  fe^  words  from 
^r.  Pole  Carew  and  Mr*  Ponaonbji  tb^  House  divided — 


For  ^h^  Amendment 
t**of  thje  IVfotion 

Majority 


40 
19 

21 


The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  an4 
the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

HONDAT,  MAT  SO. 

I 

IBISH   CATUOUC   PBTITION. 

Mr,  Graitan  presented  the  Petition  from  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics ;  on  which  be  observjed,  he  would  not  trouble  the 
^House  by  saying  any  thing  at  present,  farther  than  that  it 
do  lie  on  the  table.  An  honourable  iriend  of  his  had  al- 
ready given  notice,  that  h^  meant  to  move  its  being  taken 
into  consideration  on  Friday,  the  dlst  instant. — Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  moved  for  an  account  of  all  ships 
condemned  as  prize  in  the  Admiralty  Court  since  1793 ; 
distinguishing  the  names  of  the  sbips/  and  to  whom  they 
belonged,  together  with  the  amount  of  each  cargo.  He 
also  moved  for  an  i^ccount  of  all  ships  condemned  as  prize 
in  the  Vice*Admiralty  Court  as  droits  of  the  Crown,  and  ot 
jhe  Lord  High  Admiral,  distinguishing  dates,  &c.  Both] 
the  motions  were  agreed  to.       - 

COMMITTBB  OF  WATS  AKD  M^ANI. —  BUDGET. 

T|;ie  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means, 

7%f  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ro%et  an^  said,  that  ha* 
ving  entered  into  a  contract  that  morning  for  a  Loan  fof 
the  service  of  tte  present  year,  it  became  his  duty  to  sub- 
mit, for  the  approbation  of  the  Committee,;  the  terms  upon 
which  be  had  iiegociated  it,  and  which  he  trusted  would 
appear  to  the  Committee  highly  advantageous  for  the  pub- 
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lie.  Bat  before  be  should  briog  under  thd  coir^deratioQ  of 
the  Comaiitte^  the  terms  apoD  which  the  Loan  had  been 
oStainedy  he  felt  it  necessary,  according  to  the  ordinary 
practice  upon  sdch  occasions,  to  state  clearly  and  distinctly 
the  ▼arions  sums  which  had  already  been  voted  in  the  shape 
of  Supply,  and  the  various  Ways  and  Mea<is  by  which, 
aecordin"^  to  his  jud^ilbent,  the  charges  fot  such  Suppliei 
onght  to  be  met  and  provided  for.  He  should  begin,  there- 
fore, by  stating  the  Strpply  vofed  x— 

For  the  Navy,  exclusive  of  Ordnance  ••  •  s8fOy9!0flA4 
For  the  Army,  including  Bar- 

.  racks  and  Commissartat      •     j014,€O9>4Sl 
Pitto,  Ireland      .     •     ...     •  3,$9S>491 

Extraordinaries,  England      •  S>900,060 

Ireland     .     .  200,000 

Unprovided    Extraordinaries, 

iasty^ar 697,096 

Making  a  total  fer  the  Army     .— .   «I,S69,94i 

OrdMnee 5,012,373 

MiaceUAnebua  already  voted,  and  to  be  votedj 

iocllidiog  Irish  Permanent  Grants       •     •         2,O5O,()0O 
Vote  of  Credit        .;.......         5,(XX),000 

JDitto  for  Ireland    • £00,000 

Sicilian  Subsidy 400,000 

roreugal »^  .     .        2,100,000 

Total  joint  charge j054,3O8,455 

But  befbre  B(6  should  proceed  farther  with  the  enumeration ; 
of  tlie  items  of  Sup]^ly,  he  felt  it  necessary  to'  make  one  or 
two  ohservations  -upon  the  subject  of  the  Sicilian  subsidy^ 
cftid  to  throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee 
fot  an  inadvertent  omission  of  which-  he  had  been  guilty  re* 
sl>ecting  that  vote.  l*he  Ck>mmittee  would  recol^ct,  that 
^hen  he  proposed  the  vote  in  the  last  session  for  the  Sicilian 
Mjbsidy,  hb  founded  his  application  not  alone  upon  a  Treaty 
then  subsisting,  but  upon  one  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  pro* 
^ress',  which,  as  soon  as  it  should  be  received  in  this  coun* 
ttVy  he  pledged  himself  should  be  laid  before  the  House.—* 
That  Treaty  had  been  received  during  the  recess ;  and  when 
h^  proposed  the  vote  on  a  former  day  for  the  Sicilian  sub- 
sidy, be  thought  that  the  Treaty  had  been, laid  upon  the 
table.  It  was  not  till  within  a  few  days  that  he  discovered 
liis  mistake ;  and  as  he  should J>e  able  within  two  or  three 
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days  to  lay  it  before  the  House,^  lie  trusted  he  should  be 
pardoned  for  the  unioteDtiooar  omission  o^  which  he  had 
been  guilty.    The  joint  charge  for  the  Supplies  which  he 
had  already  enanierated,  was,  as.  the  Ck»mmittee  would  re- 
collect, M.S74«485/.     The  separate  charge  for  Great  Bri- 
tain  vra»  for  Loyalty  Loan,    1797)    lll,416/. ;    interest 
of  Exchequer-bills,  1,600,000/.;    total,  separate    charge^. 
1,713,416/, :  making  in  all  a  toul  charge  of  66,0£1,8^/. 
If  from  this  be  deducted  the  sum  of  69069,000/.  there  will 
remain  to  be  prorided  for  the  service  of  Great  Britaia 
49>452,86g/.     He  came  now  to  state  the  Ways  and  Means 
by  which  be  proposed  to  meet  these  vBrious  items  of  Sup* 
ply.    The  first  article  he  should  mention  was  the  amount 
ot  the  annual   taices,  which  he  took  at  the  usual  sum^ 
3,000,000/.  i  surplus  of  the  produce  of  the  Consolidated 
.  Fund  last  year*  over  its  estimated  produce^  1,963,780/. ;  sur- 
plus of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the  present  year,  esti* 
mated  at  1^,600,000/.     Before  he  should  go  into  explana- 
tions, he  conceived  it  would  be  desirable  for  him  to  state 
all  the  items ;  after  which,  he  should  take  occasion  to  enter 
into  a  detailed  consideration  of  any  articles  which  might 
seem  to  require  explanation.    The  War  Taxes  he  should 
take  at  20,000,000/. ;  Lottery,  30OJ00O/. ;  Exchequer-billsy 
partof  the  seven  millions  which  had  been  funded  this  ses« 
aton,  4,000,000/. ;  the  remaining  three  millions  not  being, 
to  be  re-issued,  buttobe  set  against  the  voteof  credit  of  last 
year;  the  rote  of  credit  for  the  present  year,  3,000,000/. ; 
Loan  in  the  Fave  per  Cent.  Stock,  4,9S1,90Q/. ;  in  the 
Three  and  Four  per  Gents.  7)500,000/. ;  making  together^ 
12,48 i,SOOA ;  Naval  Stores,  420,364/. ;  making  adotal  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  49,555,379/*;  giving  an  excess  of 
102,000/.  above  the  supplies  of  the  year.     He  should  now, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  proceed  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  was  led  to  estim^^te  the  surplus  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  for  the  present  year  at  five  millions. 
The  produce  of  (he  Consolidated  Customs  he  hnd,  upon  an 
average  of  the  two  preceding  years,  estimated  at  4,448,533/. 
but  they  had  actually  pioduced  4,987 1391/.  being  an  excess 
of  the  produce  above  the  estimate  of  more  thau  500,000/. 
Taking  the  two  last  years  average  as  the  basis  of  his  esti- 
mate ior  the  present  year,  he  felt  himself  warranted  in  taking  - 
the  produce  of  the  Consolidated  Customs  at  S,000,000/. — 
The  Consolidated  Excise,  upon  the  average  of  the  twii  pre- 
ceding years,  he  had  last  year  estimatedat  iGfiSOfiUdL-^ 
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whereas^  in  poiot  of  fact,  it  had  prodaoed  17,399^S19A : 
upon  theaverwe,  tbeoyof  the  last  two  years,  he  felt  josrified 
in  taking  the  fixcise  for  the  present  year  at  ITjl&TyOOO/.-* 
In  each  of  these  two  items  6f  the  Consolidated  Fand  Re* 
venue  he  estimated,  according  to  the  scale  sapplied  by  their 
prcn^s^ive  improvement,  an  increase  of  fall  S00»000/. — 
The  Assessed  Taxes  had  produced  last  year  5,781,831/.; 
and  it  could  not  be  tbooght,  therefore,  too  much  to  esti- 
mate their  produce  in  the  present  year  at  SJBOOflOOL    The 
produce  of  the  Stamp  Duties  he  estimated  at  5,100,000/. 
though  ithadactuallyinthelast year-amounted  to 5,901,000/. 
And  m  this  place,  he  trusted  he  should  be  allowed  by  the 
Committee  to  advert  -briefly  to  the  circumstances  which 
took  place  last  year,  when  he  had  submitted  to  the  House 
his  view  of  the  probable  produce  of  these  duties.     It  wonid 
be  recollected,  that  in  consequence  of  the  very  abnndanS 
increase  which  had  taken  place  in  the  produce  of  these  du- 
ties, particularly  from  some  additions  and  regulations  which 
he  had  himself  suggested  in  a  former  session,  he  was  enabled 
to  defray  the  whole  charge  for  the  loan  of  the  year  without 
having  recourse  to  any  new  taxes,  out  of  the  excess  of  these- 
dnties,  without  any  reaoction  of  their  ordinary  amount.    At 
the  time  he  had  submitted  a  proposition  for  that  purpose,  and 
sobmitted  an  estimate  of  the  probable  produce  of  these  duties, 
after  defraying  the  charge  of  the  loan,  he  bad  been  accused 
of  being  too  sanguine,  and  told  that  the  increase  in  the 
preceding  year  was  an  extraordinary  excess,  and  would  not 
warrant  any  rational  expectation  that  the  duties  would  con- 
tinue to  be  equally  productive  in  any  subsequent  year.  The 
estimate  which  he  proposed  last  year  was /!»,  193,000/.  but 
the  actual  produce  of  the  duties  amounted  to  5,309,000/. ; 
and  with  such  a  confirmation  of  the  propriety  of  his  former 
statement,  and  the  steady  product! veneiss  of  the  Stamp  0|i- 
ties,  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  thought  too  sanguine  in 
calculating  the  produce  for  this  year  at  5,300,000/.    The 
revenue  of  the  Post-office  he  had  estimated  last  year  at 
1,12769000/.    This  year  he  proposed  to  estimate  its  produce 
at  1,S8O,000/.    But,  in  passing,  he  could  not  omit  ro  no- 
ticethegmduftl  and  progressive  improvement  of  this  branch 
of  the  revenue.    In  the  year  ending  the  5th. of  April,  1809, 
the  Post-office  Revenue  produced  1,083^000/.;  in  1810. 
1,104,000/. ;  and  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April,  1811, 
1,^6,000/.    Thus  it  appeared  that  this  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue had  within  the  last  tbrbe  years  been  improved  to  the 


f64  .     THB  PASX.1AKBNtA1IT   ftt9lSTER.        .     fcOM. 

extent  upon  an  i^vemge  of  90,000/.  a  year ;'  and  that  with- 
out  any  addkiob  ef  doties^  bfH  by  tike  natorai  growth  of  the 
reveDoe,  in  consequence  of  the  aogmented  and  increasing 
luisiness  of  the  nation.  Thi«  increaae  was  the  roore  MOid- 
factory,  because  if  it  abotiU  he  the  pleasure  of  the  Boase 
to  grant  any  relief  to  the  persons  in  whose  behalf  bis  noble 
friend  (Lord  Binning,  we  soppose)  blid  presented  petitions 
wrth  respect  to  toits  on  mail-eodches  in  Scotland,  that  relief 
might  be  conveoi^iltly  afforded  oat  of  chis  growing  product 
of  the  Post-ofiice  duty.  The  duty  on  HaWfcers  and  Hack-  ' 
ney  Cdaches,  together  with  ail  the  other  iifems  of  the  in« 
come  pf  the  Consolidated  Fond,  he  estimated  at  the  same 
amoont  as  last  year ;  so  that  the  wlM>fe  estimate  of  the  pro- 
duce of  thiic  nmd  would  amount  iar  the  pi>esent  year  to' 
96,31.7,000/.;  to  which  was  to  be  added*  the  sum  of 
2,246,000/^  transferred  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  from  the 
WarTaxes,  whrrch  would  make  tlie  tbtat  receipt  38,503,000/. 
The  charges  upon  ihis  fund  he  estimated. the  same  as  last 
year,  ^,^1,800/.  which,  deducted  from  the  total  receipt 
ofd8,d63>000/.  would  leave  a  balance  of  5,649,000/ ;  io- 
that,  in  taking  the  estimated  surplus  for  the  present  year 
at  Sve  millions,  he  would  leaTe  an  excess  or  btTlance  of 
649,000/.  applicable,  either  to  cover  any  unexpected  defi^^^ 
ciency*  or  to  be  carried  to  the  service  of  a  future  year.— » 
But  he  had  to  state  to  the  Committee  still  farther  reasons 
for  bis  estiroatinrr  the  surplus*  for  tlie  present  year  so  high' 
as  5,000,000/.  The  actual  surplus  last  year  amounted  to'^ 
b,TbS/lbOi.  being  a  much  larger  surplus  than  b^id  beeil 
produced  in  any  preceding  year  since  the  year  1803.— 
When  the  Coinmiltee  considered  the  circumstances  in* 
which  the  couutry  had  been  placed' whilst  this  surplus  had 
risen  to  such  an  amount^  he  was  persuaded  that  ii  would 
not  appear  to  any  honourable  Member  that  he  had  tal^en . 
too  sanguine  a  view  of  the  probable  produce  of  the  fuqd  in* 
the  estimate  he  had  submitted.  The  next  item  heliad  to 
bring  under  consideration  was  the  estimated  amount  of  the^ 
War  Taxes,  which  he  felt  justified  in  taking  at  «),00d,000/l 
The  grounds  upon  which  he  formed  this  calculation  hef 
would  proceed  to  explain  to  the  Committee.  The  average 
pToduce  of  the  War  Duties,  of  Customs  and  Exci^e^  for 
the  last  three  years,  was  9,'296,80^/. ;  it  amounted  in  the 
last  year  to  9,7^,913/*  He  should  take  the  avei'age  of 
three  years  as  the  estimate;  to  which  was  to  be  added'« 
4)00,000/,  due  from. the  EaVt-lndia  Company,  onaccoiml 
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of  tl)e^  dntiesi  and  the  whole  etdmate  woald  thco^ii 
9f09fi^5L  Thie  produce  ofthe  Property  Duty  on  the  Ath  of 
Apnl,  1811,  was  W.fiOOfiOOl.  being  4(X);0<K)/.  more  thaai 
he  bad  estimated  it  last  rear,  though  it  i^ai  lets  tbao  had 
been  received  in  the  preceding  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  auioont  of  arream  recieived  in  thai.  year.  There  waf 
at  present  outscapdiog  and  due  as  arrears  of  the  Property  . 
t>nty,  from  the  year  1804  to  ]S10»  a  sum  of  £,086,968/. 
which  could  not  be  coosidered  any  large  arrear  upon  a  re^ 
venue  of  such  an  amount.  The  net  asde^sments^  as  be  had 
already  obser?ed«  amounted  on  the  6th  of  April,  1811,  tm 
I  I,sbo,O0OA  of  which  4,8(>4,S07/*  had  actually  been  ra> 
l^eivfd,  and  6,98&J33/.  was  ^ill  to  be  received ;  which* 
with  the  amount  of  aratars  since  the  year  IS04,  made  ai| 
f  moan t  of  anear  to  be  received  of  B^Oi^fiOOi.  If  this  sum 
\>e  added  to  the  it^sffsmeBt  for  the  present  year,  of 
11,800,000/.  the  wbgle  would  pmount  to  2O,4S^,OQ0/.  If 
frooi  this  aggregate  waA  to  be  deducted-  the  arrear  for  last 
year  of  6,&S5\7d$/.  it  would  leave  an  .-noom  of  12»886,^7/« 
to  be  received  in  the  present  year.  Add  to  this  sum  the 
animate  of  tb^  produce  of  the  £xcise  and  Customs, 
9f^M0OOL  and  tlie  whaie  amount  would  be  M,502,0O0l. ; 
from  which,  deducting  the  ^^^OOfiOOL  already  pledged  to 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  there  would  remain 
¥Oi88Q,000/.  to  be  leceived  ibr  tlie  service  of  the  pre<* 
lent  year.  lo  takiog  the  pipduce  of  the  War  Taxes, 
ibensforet  at  twenty  millions,  the  Committee  would  per* 
ceive  thai  be  estimated  it  sihort  of  what  he  might  be 
warranted  in  doing,  according  to  tbis  view  of  the  case. — 
^laving  dispoaad  of  tbeae  two  heads  of  the  Supplies  and 
Waya  and  Meana,  be  came  next  to  state  to  the  Committee 
the  terms  upon  which  he  bad  contacted  for  the  Loan,  and. 
the  Ways  and  lieana  by  which  he  proposed  to  provide  for 
the  charge  to^  be  created  theteby •  The  Committee  was  aU 
leady  in  poaaeaaion  of  the  terms  upon  which  a  Loan  had 
t^a  ia  a  former  pari  aif  the  Session  effected ,  and  Exche- 
quer-biUs  funded  to  the  atnooot  of  tv^elve  millions  in,  the 
whol^.  The  amount  of  eapital  atock  created  by  these  ope« 
Ealiouawaa  1^44,7 1 li.>  die  c)»arge  tor  interest^ 6^3,935/., 
the  i^moufit  of  Sinking  Fund  1S4,447/.,  and  charge  of  ma^- 
oageroent  SJSil.  i  making  in  the  whole  a  charge  to  be  pro- 
Mided  anauaUy  of  760>416/.  The  Loan  which  he  had  con-r 
liaoted  ibr  thai  day  would  require  an  annual  charge  of 
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465,409/.  lOt.  The  Lonn  bad  been  effected,  in  the  Three 
per  Cent.  Reduced,  the  Three  per  Cent.  Consols,  the  Pour 
per  Cents,  and  the  bidding  taken  in  the  Long  Annuities. 
The  ternrrs  were,  for  every  100/.  subscribed,  the  contractors 
we^re  to  have  100/.  Three  per  Cent.  Reduced,  90/.  Three 
per  Cent.  Consols.  ^/«  Four  per  Cents,  and  6;.  I  Id.  in  the 
Long  Annuities.  The  nature  of  this  eontracc,  and  the  terms 
upon  which  it  had  been  effected,  would  be  best  appreciated 
by  the  Coomiittee,  if  be  were  to  state  the  money  value  of 
the  stock,  taken  according  to  the  p^ces  of  the  respective 
stocks  in  the  day  preceding  the  contract.  At  64^,  100/. 
Three  per  Cent.  Reduced  was  worth  S4/.  Ss.  6d. ;  at  65t, 
fO/.  Three  per  Cent  Consols,  was  worth  13/. ;  and  20/.  Four 
per  Cents,  was  worth,  at  80i,  16/.  6f.  making  together 
93/.  .li.  6d. ;  to  which  was  to  be  added;  the  moDev  price  of 
fk.  1  id.  Long  Annuities,  which,  at  17}  years*  purchase,  was 
5/.  l8s. ;  so  that  the  whole  amounted,  for  every  lOO/.  sub- 
scribed, to  99/.  If.  4</.  There  was,  however,  a  diseouiit  for 
nine  months,  from  the  date  of  -the  engagement,  of  S/«« 
which  would  give  a  bonus  to  the  contractors  of  1/.  Is.  lOd. 
These  were  the  terms  upon  which  he  had  contracted  for  the 
Loan ;  and  he  apprehended,  that  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  times,  it  could  scarcely  have  been  expected  to  be  oh* 
tained  on  more  favourable  terms*  He  had,  however,  the 
satisfaction  to  acquaint  the  Comftiittee,  that  the  gentlemen 
who  had  taken  the  Loan  were  not  likely  to  lose  by  it,  as  he 
understood  that  it  was  already  at  a  premium  of  one  and  a 
half  per  cent*  The  calcii^latton  upon  which  those  gentle* 
men  had  acted,  was,  that  from  tne  present  state  of  the 
Funds,  there  was  rather  a  rise  to  be  exp^ted  than  any  fall 
to  be  apprehended.'  The 'interest  upon  this  Loan  was 
365,937 /.»  the  charge  tor  Sinking  Fund  106, 1£9/.  and 
charge  for  i)ianagement  3,344/.,  making  a  charge  in  the 
whole  of  465,403/.  Add  to  this  the  charge  on  the  sum 
borrowed  in  the  Five  per  Cents,  and  Exchequer-bills 
funded,  760,416/.  and  the  whole  charge  to  be  provided  for 
this  year  would' be  1,S15,819/*  It  miehi  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Committee  to  be  informed,  that  the  total  charge  per 
cent,  on  the  Loan,  was  6/.  4f.  1|</.,  that  on  the  twdve  mil« 
lions  borrowed  ID  the  Five  per  Cents*  and  on  the  Exchequer- 
bills  funded,  was  6/.  bs.  Oid.  The  rate  of  interest  npon  the 
Loan  was  4/.  145.  \ld.,  the  rate  of  interest  upon  the  former 
twelve  millions,  6/«  3**  3i</.    Though  there  appeared- thia 
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difference  between  the  rate  of  interest  upon  both,  if  the 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  upon  ench  were  considered,  it 
would  be  found,  that  very  little  difference  indeed  exist«<l 
between  tbem.  H^re  t^  must  be  allowed  to  express  ilie 
satisfaction  he  felt  at  having  been  al^le  to  obturn  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  sums  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  yean  in  ihe 
Five  per  Cents.  He  must  recall  to  the  recoileclion  of  ihe 
Committee,  how  he  had  persevered  even  with  an  appear* 
aace  of  pertinacity  in  pressing  this  measure.  The  House 
would  be  gratified  to  find,  in  consequence  of  the  steadiness 
with  whicfa  the  Five  per  Cents,  maintained  their  value,  with 
how  small  a  difference  a  larger  «um  was  raised  in  that  stock 
ibis  year  than  last  year.  When  the  sum  raised  in  the  Five; 
per  Cents,  last  year  was  only  8,500,000/.,  the  charge  cre- 
ated upon  it  wa«  6/.  4s.  7^d. ;  whereas^  upon  ISS^OOO^OOO/. 
raised  in  the  present  year,  the  ^ivfaole  charge  was  but 
0/.  fif.  Oid.  bein^  only  b\d.  per  cent,  more  than  the  charge 
of  last  year.  This  arose  from  tlie  Five  per  Cents,  not  hav« 
iiig  any  depression  correspondent  to  that  which  the  Three 
per  Gents,  had  undergone.  The  difference  was  greater 
l^etween  the  charge  on  the  sums  respectively  raisecT in  the 
Three  per  Cents,  in  consequence  of  the  alteration  in  the 
price  of  that  stock.  Last  year  the  charge  had  been 
SL  I3s.  Sd.;  this  year  it  was  6f.  45.  being  about  lOi.  higher. 
He  felt  the  more  satisfaction  in  the  advantage  derived  frotu 
borrowing  in  the  Five  per  Cents,  because  it  confirmed  the 
poitey  with  which,  with  a  firmness  which  might  have  been 
eoastrned  into  ob^inacy,  he  had  persevered  in  his  determi* 
nation  to  take  a  large  portion  of  tl)e  loan  in  that  fund,  h 
now  remained  for  iiim  to  put  the  Committee  in  possession 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  by  which  be  proposed  to  provide 
for  the  tharge  which  he  bad  just  explained  to  the  House. 
But  before  he  should  proceed  to  that  part  of  the  question,  be 
thought  it  might  be  as  well  for  him  to  state  his  intention  to' 
abandon  a  tax  which  had  already  .been  some  time  in  exist- 
ence. The  tax  he  alluded  to  was  that  upon  bats,  (lltar  f 
bear!)  Ever  since  he  had  been  in  office,  he  had  found 
that  this  tax  was  the  uniform  subject  of  complaint^  and 
eternally  Irepresented  as  productive  of  great  inconvenience 
to  the  fair  dealer.  In  giving  it  up,  which  it  was  now  his 
iotentioo,  he  would  acknowledge  that  be  did  not  propose  to 
give  up  much ;  because,  thougli  the  tax,  when  first  laid  oqi 
bad. produced  60,000/.,  it  had  since  gradually  fallen  off. 
Vol.  lU.^lSU,  ^1. 
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Id  iBOQ,  it  produced  38,000/.;  in  I8iO,  31,000/. ;  aod  in 
the  year  last  past  only  £9,Sc^2/. ;  so  that  when  this  decrease 
ing  ratio  was  taken  into  consideration^  it  would  be  obvioua 
that  he  was  not  abandoning  a  productive  tax,  but  releasing 
the  subject  from  an  inconvenient  dutj,  Rvhich  was  grado* 
ally  weiirinf^  itself  out.  But,  independent  of  tbia  conside* 
ration*  it  was  <;lesirabley  in  consequence  of  the  injury  and 
inconvenience  it  produced  to  the  fair  dealer,  to  withdraw  a 
tax  which  was  so  obviously  evaded.  It  was  not  to  be  sup* 
posed  that  people  did  not  now  wear  as  many  hats  as  for- 
merly;  and  as  persons  must  have  been  ready  as  well  to  sell 
as  to  purchase  hats  without  paying  the  duty,  the  revenue 
was  defrauded,  and  the  fair  aealer,  who  was  too  honest  to 
evade  the  law,  was  the  sufferer.  Under  these  circumstances, 
therefore,  he  thought  it  desirable  to  eive^up  the  tax ;  but  be- 
fore he  could  abandon  it  altogether,  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
jConsidor  whether  be  could  not  lay  it  on  the  article  in  some 
other  shape,  so  as  to  guiird  agaitist  its  evasion.  Upon  the 
best  consideration  which  he  had  IJlen  able  to  give  the  sub* 

^'ecV,  he  believed  that  impossible*  I'he  House  would  recot 
f ct,  that  a  tax  of  a  similar  description  had  been  formerly 
given  up  for  the  same  reason ;  and  when  it  should  be  gene* 
rally  known  that  the  taxes  on  hats  and  gloves  were  given  up 
as  impracticable  and  unproductive,  he  trusted  the  intelN- 
^ence  would  not  be  thrown  away  upon  those  gentlemeo^ 
who,  in  their  anxiety  to  assist  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x* 
chequer  in  discovering  new  objects  of  taxation^  honoured 
him  with  their  communications.  He  could  assure  th«/ 
CoD)mittee,  that  there  was  not  an  article  of  dress,  boota^ 
shoes,  leather  breeches,  8cc.  nor  an  article  of  furniture  in  a 
house,  locks,  keys,  bells,  &c.  which  iiad  not  been  fre« 
quentty  recommended  (no  doubt,  from  the  best  motives)  as 
oljects  of  taxation.  If  the  fact  of  giving  up  this  tax  should 
|iave  the  effect  or  putting  a  stop  to  communications  of  that 
description,  it  would  save  the  Treasury  from  much  incon« 
venience.  He  catue  ne^t  to  a  part  of  hts  duty  whieh  was, 
on  iill  ordinary  occasions,  the  most  irksou^  and  pamful  to 
one  hukttng  tne  situation  he  61led,  that  of  proposiug  the 
means  of  covering  the  charge.  But  he  had  the  8atisfai*tion 
to  state,  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  submit 
4Dy  new  taxes  for  the  adoption  of  the  Cotaiaiiiee ;  the 
House  hav\n2  already  voted  not  only  sufficient  to  defray 
the  charges  of  the  present  ye^u*^  but  a  mucb  greater  amount 
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thait  would  be  required  for  that  purpose.  He  was  happy 
to  say,  that  in  consequence  of  the  sums  voted  in  the  present 
Sesjiion,  he  woalil  have  no  occasion  now  to  propose  anf 
new  lax.  The  Oucy  on  Spirits  alone  would  amount  to 
^.^1,000/.  a  sudi  equal  to  the  charge  created  by  the  H  miU 
lions  funded  in  the  Five  per  Genu.  The  duties  on  Foreiga 
Timber.  CottoQ-wool»  Pearl  and  Pot-ashes,  and  Foc^iga 
Linen,  would  amount  to  8(30,000/.  which  hp  meant  to  apply 
to  the  War  Taxe;^.   The  following  was  the  estimate  :-^ 

British  Spiriu. — The  produce  of  the  Dotv  on 
BritMh  Spirits,  in  the  year  ending  dt^  of 
April,  1811,  was    •        •        •        •        .  L.S^505,448 
Add  the  amount  of  Duty  due  from  the  Cus- 
toms in  Scotland,  and  uapaid  for  the 

tame  year 300,000 

» 

L.€»865,448 
0|loii  which  the  additional  d  oty  of  1 9L is.  7i. 

per  cent,  would  amount  to  •  •  •  551,000 
Foreign  Sptrits.^^Tbe  additional  Duty  of  I3i 
per  cent,  upon  the  present  Excise  Duties 
on  Foreign  Spirits  (exclusive  of  Rum) 
which  produced  l»58O,O0O/.  in  the  last 
year^  would  amouut  to  about  •        •        $00,001) 

Making  together  .     X.75 1,000 

Tii&bef  • — Double  the  amount  of  the  present 
Duty^  on  the  average  of  the  last  two 
years  •        .        .        .        •        .         622>0Q0 

-Coltoa-wool . — ^From  the  American  States  and 
other  parts  (exclusive  of  British  and.Por* 
tuguese  Colonies),  being  the  average  of 
the  last  six  years,  35>304,000  lb.  per  an- 
num, at  l^/.  per  lb 147>10Q^ 

]Pearl  and  Pot  A$hes. — Except  from  the  Brj* 
tisb  Colonies,  on  ao  average  of  six  year^ 
1 11,000  cwt.  at  45.  Sd.  p^r  cwt.     .        .  fiiijOOO 

•  Foreign  Linen.-— In  proportion  to  the  quarter 
ending  5th  of  January,  1311f  wbea  it^^ 
Duty  first  had  full  fSa<:t       ^       •       .  71,<S0O 
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'these  Dutici  fire,  of  course^  subject  to  such  dimiiialioo  at 
may  be  occasioned  by  the  discouragement  wliicb  tbej 
are  intended  to  produce* 


y 


The  annual  charge  created  by  the  twelre  millions  funded 
was  750,416/.  £i.  9d,  The  amount  of  the  additiooal  doty 
on  spirits  was  751,000/.  The  annual  charge  on  account  of 
seven  millions  and  a  half  in  the  Three  and  Four  per  Cents, 
vas  470,000/.  This  sum  he  proposed  tq  charge  upon  the 
War  taxes;  but  it  was  to  be  recollected,  that  by  the  taxes 
on  foreign  timber,  coiton-wooU  &c.  he  bad  added  al)OTe 
800,000/.  to  those  taxes,  which  justified  him  in  takin*; 
400,000/.  from  them.  He  had  now  to  submit  a  very  im-^ 
portant  point  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee.  His 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Foster)  wonid,  when  his 
statement  was  finislied,  present  an  Irish  Budget,  in  which 
new  taxes  would  be  pointed  out  for  the  interest  of  the  two, 
millions  and  a  half  which  were  borrowed  in  Ireland ;  but 
for  the  four  millions  and  a  ];ialf  borrowed  in  this  country 
ibr  the  service  of  Ireland,  his  right  honourable  friend  was 
not  now  prepared  to  propose  taxes  in  the  present  embar* 
rassed  state  of  the  Irish  revenue.  He  should,  therefore,  now 
propose,  that  the  interest  6f  this  four  millions  and  a  half 
should,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  security  of  the  creditors, 
be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  England.  He 
trusted  that  no  English  Members  would  feel  the  smallest 
repugnance  to  giving  this  accotnmodatton  for  one  year,  at 
least,  to  Ireland,  considering  her  present  embarrassmentp, 
and  the  comparative  abundance  of  the  finances  in  this  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  This  would  afford  a  great  tempo- 
rary accommodation  to  Irciand;  and  in  the  hope  that  Par« 
liament  would  agree  to  it,  he  had  forborne  to  take  credit  for 
the  whole  surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  leaving  a  sa& 
ficient  part  ot  it  to  pay  the  charges  on  account  of  this  four 
millions  and  a  half.  He  hoped  that  this  arrangement 
would  be  received  on  the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  way  that  it 
was  iheant,  as  originating  from  a  sincere  desire  to  render 
every  accommodation  to  that  country  nAicli  the  superiority 
of  the  financial  situation  of  England  allowed  her  to  giv^. 
Those  new  taxes  which  were  voted  this  Session,  and  which 
be  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  War  taxes,  had  been  voted 
By  the  House,  not  with  a  view  of  revenue,  .hot  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  British  shippings  to  fisvour  the  growth  and  pro* 
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duce  of  oar  owo  iDanafactures  and  colonial  produce.    In 
order  to  show  the  geueral  increase  of  our  revenue  and  af- 
fluence, he  should  state  some  increases  which' hnd  taken 
place  in  our  Customs  and  Excise,  and  in  the  coosumplion 
of  tea,  wine»  tobacco,  iuid  other  articles  of  general  conv 
aumption.  For  the  year  1807,  the  Customs  were  9,61^,000/.; 
for  the  year  1808  and  1809>  they  fell  something  belovr 
that  amount;   but   for  1810,   the  Customs  amounted   to 
10,575^000/. :  and  for  the  year  ending  18  M,  they  amounted 
to  10,5^3,000/.,  which  exceeded  by  a  million, the  averai^ 
of  the  years  1807^  1808»  and  1809.    The  duties  on  Excise 
also  for  the  last  year  exceeded  by  a  million  the  average 
amount  of  those  three  years.    The  consumption  of  tea  had 
also  increased  last  year  above  the  avernge  of  those  years^ 
which  was  9,844,000  pounds,  whereas  Chat  of  the  last  year 
was  3,236,000  pounds,  notwiihstandins:  that  the  reJuctioa 
of  the  duty  on  coffee  would  naturally  be  supposed  to  pro- 
duce a  diminished  consumption  of  tea.     He  knew  no  pos- 
sible mode  of  accounting  for  this  increased  consumption, 
but  in  the  increasing  population  and  opulence  of  the  coun- 
try.   As  to  wine,  for  the  years  1785,  1786,  and  1787»  the 
average  yearly  consumption  was  14,800  tuns,  although  the 
duly  was  then  only  SO/.;  whereas  now  that  the  duty  is  95/, 
y  tun,  the  average  annual  consumption  for  the  last  three 
'ears  has  been  ^3,796  tuns.     He  then  showed  that  therf 
lad  been  a  nearly  similar  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
tallow,  although  the  consumption  of  oil  was  also  increased. 
As  to  the  consumption  of  tobacco,  it  had  nearly  doubled  in 
the  same  time.     For  the  three  years  ending  1787»  the  ave- 
rage consumption  of  it  was  6,700,000  lb.  but  for  the  three 
last  years  it  was  12,491,000  lb.     When  he  thus  saw  not 
only  our  revenues,  but  the  consumption  of  all  the  necessary 
articles  of  life,  so  reguIaHy  increasing,  he  could  not  have 
the  least  doubt  but  that  the  country  was  regularly  and  pro* 
gressively  advancing  to  a  greater  height  of  prosperity  and 
^affluence.    Indeed,  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  move  in 
this  country  without  being  convinced  that  its  wealth  vras  in- 
creasing.    He  thought  it  unnecessary  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee with  any  farther  obserrations,  and  concluded  by 
.  moving  his  first  Resolution,  which  was  unanimously  agreed 

to. 

Mr.  JSaring  said,  that  when  the  Bill  came  forward  re- 

spectitig  the  tax  on  cotton,  he  should  oppose  it  as  one  most 

^it^urioUs  to  our  manufacture*    He  thought  the  manufac* 
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taret  of  America  had  been  much  itnproTed  bj  the  unhappy 
drffierences  with  this  country,  and  that  our  laying  a  duty  on 
the  importation  of  a  raw  material,  so  iiecessary  to  our  ma- 
liafacturesv  would  be  a  farther  encouragement  to  the  manu- 
Cictores  of  America. 

7%e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  apprised  the  honourable 
'gentieroun,  that  as  to  the  tux  upon  cotton,  no  new  Bill  was 
16  be  brought  intp  the  Houfie;  but  a  Bill  for  that  purpose 
was  already  before  them,  and  in  an  advanced  state.  As  to 
the  supply  of  cotton,  he  did  not  fear  but  that  our  own  coio* 
Hies  and  the  East  Indies  would  yield  a  very  sufficient  sop* 
ply,  in  case  we  should  get  none  from  America.  If  some 
diminution  of  revenue  took  place  on  the  imports,  in  conse* 
queoce  of  those  measures  which  were  calculated  to  the  pro- 
tection of  British  produce  and  British  shipping,  it  must  on 
the  other  hand  be  considered,  that  whatever  favoured  and 
Sfrfed  our  manufacturing  and  shipping  interests,  would 
produce  some  revenue  in  another  way, 

JIfr.  Roie  said,  that  he  believed  there  never  could  be  any 
de6ciency  in  the  supply  of  cotton*wool,  as  the  Cast  Indies 
could  yield  a  supply  to  any  extent. 

Jfr.  Baring  did  not  think  oUr  manufactures  could  do  well 
without  the  fine  cottons  of  America,  nor  did  he  think  the 
East-India  cotton  would  be  an  equivalent  for  it.  As  to  our 
West-India  colonies,  they  produced  but  little  of  that  article, 

Mr.  Wynne  said,  that  he  was  very  glad  to  find,  that 
among  his  Ways  and  Means  of  the  year,  thd  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  not  recourse  to  a  lottery. 

The  Chancellor  efthe  Exehequer  told  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, that  he  was  mistHken«  That  was  among  the  Ways 
and  Means. 

IRTSri    BaSGBT. 

Mr.  Foster  beffan  by  stating  the  Supplies  for  Ireland,  the 
Interest  of  the  Debt,  the  Contribution  to  the  general  Ex- 
penditure of  the  Empire,  the  Deficit  of  last  Year,  8cc.  Sec. 
amoantW.in  all  to  13,406,697/.  As  Ways  and  Means  to 
meet  th is  Supply,  he  stated — 

Surplus  orthe  Consolidated  Fund     -         '  \£  740,000 
Revenue  of  the  Year  -  -  4,500,000 

Loan  ....  2,500,000 

Treasury  Bills  -  -  -  1,000,000 

Loan  la  Britain        -  -  •  4,500,000 

^.  13,t40,000 


Bttt  the  Britisk  money  beiiif?  tarited  into  Iriih^  tW  Wholt 
sum  would  amount  to  13,615,7  ISC  being  more  thiA 
SOO.OOO/.  beyond  the  Supply.  Before  he  proceeded  to  ttalo 
the  rnoiie  in  which  he  propoted  to  meet  the  interest  of  the  two 
miliiohs  and  a  half  and  the  one  million  £xchequer'>btilS|  he 
coold  not  but  advert  to  the  terms  on  which  the  Irish  and 
English  Loans  had  been  procured.  The  Loan  in  Ireland 
was  procured  at  ten«pence  per  cent,  more  than  la  England  | 
but  taking  into  account  the  addition  to  the  fiinkin^  Fonda 
for  these  Loans,  that  for  Ireland  had  been  mised  at  abool 
four  shillings  per  cent,  less  than  the  British  Loan.  To 
meet  the  interest  of  the  Loan,  and  of  the  one  million  Exdto* 
fluer*bitls,  he  proposed  to  impose  taxes  on  twocommoditieS) 
the  amount  oi  which  he  estimated  as  follows:— 

Tobacco  -  -  *  2ilJ0n 

Hemp  ...  -  BJOM 


Inleicst  on  Loan  and  Excheqoer^biUs,  Si  mil* 
lions,  at  6  per  cent.  -  •      -     • 


210,0M 


Diiereace  of  tbe  Amount  of  the  Taxes  beyond  )      m  nm 
tbelnterat         .  .  •  J      ^^»W0 

He  had  two  other  taxes  to  propose,  from  which,  bowevw^ 
he  did  not  expect  much  revenue^  He  intended  to  raise  the 
cTaiies  on  Timber  imported  from  tlie  ^United  States*  totho 
duties  paid  upon  Timber  from  other  foreign  countries.  At 
present  the  United  States'  timber  only  paid  the  duty  im* 
posed  upon  timbeV  from  our  own  colonies.  He  proposed 
also  to  diminish  the  duty  on  Staves  imported  from  our  owi| 
American  Colonies.  These  were  very  useful  in  ragard  to  Um 
exports  of  Ireland.  The  other  tax  was  en  Cotton  Wool  im- 
ported in  foreign  ships— -that  imported  in  British  and  Irish 
fhips  to  remain  the  same;  in  iinitation  of  bis  right  honour* 
able  friend,  he  would  submit  tbe  abolition  of  the  Port  doty 
in  Ireland,  Ttib  would  be  a  relief  to  that  country^  and  tM. 
doty  at  present  was  but  a  very  small  one.  He  should  bo 
sorry  to  sit  down  withoMl.  stating  that  the  circumstances  of 
Ireland  being  unable  at  present  to  raise  her  taxes,  was  na 
ground  of  alarm  for  her  prosperity.  The  linen  trode  had 
not  iailea  lo  any  extent  worth  mentioning — the  export  of 
salt  provisions  bad  somewhat  decreased,  but  it  ought  to  bo 
ixcolkctod  that,  tlie  beeCf^ruishisd  to^iur  foscesjUiniad  wa^. 
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not  entered  in  Ihe  Kind's  books ;  bosidfSi  the  export  of  live 
CfttUe  had  increased  from  5  to  39^000-— so  that  taking  the 
^port  of  lx>of  aod  live  cattle  together,  there  ^as  a  consider- 
able increase  of  export  even  on  this  .article. — ^Taking  the 
average  of  the  three  last  years,  the  exports  amounted  to  more 
(hHn  ivn  millions  annually,  though  they  were  somewhat 
IfKs  ifl  the  last  year  than  in  the  year  preceding.  The  balance, 
upon  (he  wholc^  in  favour  of  Ireland,  he  stated  at  about  two 
millions,  together  with  a  steady  exchange  for  the  last  four 
or  five  years.  We  omitted  to  observe  in  its  proper  place^ 
tliat  be  also  stated  the  export  of  corn  from  Ireland  to  hav^ 
considerably  increased  of  late— a  proofof  the  improvement 
of  the  Irish  agriculture.  He  next -stated  his  high  approba^ 
tion  of  the  policy  of  relieving  Ireland  from  a  part  of  its  bur- 
then, at  the  moment  when  it  could  not,  without  the  greatest 
inconvenience,  endure  much  additional  taxation.  ^  The  r^ 
sources'  of  Ireland  were  capable  of  great  increase; — they 
had  increased  upon  the  whole  very  considerably  since  the 
Union.  It  was  tne  best  policy  to  foster  the  manufactures ^f 
Ireland,  and  nurse  all  its  resources.  It  would*  at  (i  future 
period^  be  enabled  amply  to  repay  whatever  iudulgence  it 
xcet  with  at  present,  it  would  be  better  able  to  meet  future 
t^urtbens,  if  its  capital  were  now  spared  as  much  as  possible. 
Xbe  liberal  manner  in  which  tlie  proposal  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  to  advance  so  large  a  sum  for  Ireland  had 
been  met,  he  trusted,  would  excite  the  eratitude  of  every 
Irishman.  The  whole  conduct  of  the  United  Parliament 
towards  Ireland,  with  respect  to  peenniary  matters,  had  been 
marked  with  the  greatest  liberality.  Sums  had  been  readily 
voted  for  building  churches— for  promoting  the  residence  of 
the  clergy*— for  public  institutions-— for  seminaries  of  edoca. 
tion  in  Ireland.  With  regard  to  trade — warehouses  had 
been  extended— light-houses  had  been  constructed— in  short, 
be  did  not  know  a  single  object  that  served  to  contribute  to 
the  prosperity,  the  morality,  and  information  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  which  the  United  Parliament  bad  not  roost 
ebeerfully  and  liberally  supported.  He  had  no  doubt  this 
wise  and  generous  policy  wonki  he  most  amply  rewarded  in 
the  end.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that  2i  millions  bit 
faised  by  loan  for  the  service  of  Ireland. 
.  Sit  J.  Newport  stated,  that  be  had  oAen  called  the  attention 
•f  the  Hcuse  to  the  circumstance  that  Ireland  was  burthened 
much  beyond  what  she  could  well  bear,  and  that  the  f  ime 


vfovld  tDM  come  vhm  she  eooM  not  Mppl^  the  espMed 

dwie  of  reveaae.    That  period  httd  now  arrifod.    He  wM 

as  raadj  as  any  man  to  ooiapliiiienl  the.  liberality  of  this 

couBiry  ia  reUsviac  Ireland  from  so  considerable  a  portion 

of  tbe  kan ;   bat  be  Bsasotainsd  that  at  the  time  of  tke 

UaioD,  a  most  improndeot  cakniation  had  been  made  as  la 

the  pn^portioa  or  burthen  which  Ireland  ootfbt  to  bear* 

lioeh  more  had  then  been  assiffned  to  Irelaad  than  on^ht  to 

hare  laid  apoo  that  ooantir.   lie  admtUed  that  IrelaMl  had 

in  some  respects  werj  mncn  improved  sioOe  the  Union ;  and 

so  it  had  in  many  respects  before  the  lJnioa«<-*With  re^sixl 

to  the  exports,  he  oonahleiad  ideal  Taloe  as  a  tery  anodrlaift 

crilerioa.  The  only  saiacrilerion  was  the  quantitf  exported. 

Alkmiag  that  Ireland  had  improved,  it  wanted  the  eapooity 

for  taxation.    It  wanted  tiiat  diffosioin  of  wealth  aad  com* 

fort  anamg  the  mtddk  ohnaes  which  made  the  tales  so  pro* 

daotiye  in  this  country.    It  was  only  amonj^  the  children  of 

the  present  generatian  in  Ireland,  that  the  prevalence  of  sach  ^ 

eoamrts  conld  be  expecjled^^^ir  J.  Newport  went  on  to 

lemark  that  theinereasing  wealth  of  the  ooantry  was  evident, 

and  that  an  inoontestabw  proof  of  it  was  to  be  found  in  the 

state  of  the  ooantry,  under  all  the  pressnre  of  its  taxation. 

The  aatttial  effect  of  taxes  was  to  diminish  consamption 

wherever  they  were  laid,  and  the  only  means  of  oounteract- 

inf  this  efiect  most  be  a  state  of  growing  pitisperity.     He 

did  not,  however,  oonsider  any  increase  in  the  export  of 

beef  or  pork,  or  of  mw  prodaoe  generally,  as  a  fair  criterion  $ 

they  hao  never  been  heretofore  incUided  in  the  scale^  nor 

ought  they  at  present.     On  the  subject  of  education  he  was 

willing  to  acknowledge  the  benefits  of  any  system  founded 

with  s^ch  views ;   bat  he  required  to  be  better  informed  of 

the^ilan  and  principles  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  conduct 

it,  before  he  assented  to  the  propriety  of  commending  the 

liberality  of  Government  upon  that  point.    So  far  from 

believing  that  the  merchants  of  Ireland  had  found  any 

advantage  in  abrogatimc  the  ^fees  of  the  customs,  he  was 

well  assared  that  the  difficulties  placed  in  their  way  by  the 

alteration,    had  most  seriously  augmented  their  inconvo- 

niencies.    The  light«-houses  too,  whatever  might  be  their 

utility,  being  erected  and  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the 

merchants  themselves,  ought  certainly  not  to  be  set  down  as 

an  item  in  the  bounty  of  the  House,  or  the  ^nerosity  of  the 

Government.      Upon  that  part  of  the  right  honourable 

gentleman's  speech  which  referred  to  the  improved  order  and 

Voi..  1IL-18U,  '     2M 


M6  THK   PAILIAMBNTART  RB9ISTER*  [COM/ 

tnuiquHlHj  of  the  Irish  people,  he  nerer  would  agree  to  gite 
any  credit  for  a  disposition  io  the  Jtiegislature  to  attain  that 
great  and  valuable  object,  until  more  readiness  should  be 
shewn  to  raise  the  duties  on  the  Distilleries.     No  professions 
would  avail,  and  no  general  provisions  succeed,  in  bringinjf 
.  about  any  salutary  reformation  of  that  description,  while 
that  particular  tax  was  left  unrepealed}  or  unaltered.    He 
could  not  help  observing  how  far  the  exposition  of  the 
financial  state  of  Ireland  fell  short  of  those  calculations  made 
when  she  had  a  separate  Parliament,  and  when  one  of  the 
inducements  held  out  in  support  of  the  Union  was  the  pro- 
spect of  an  increase  in  lier  revenue  of  lyOQOflOOL  in  time  of 
war,  and  MX),000/.  in  time  of  peace.     He  knew  that  the 
warfare  in  which  the  empire  had  bden  engaged  was  one 
cause  of  the  disappointment ;    but  what  he  pnncipally  was 
desirous  of  enforcing  was,  that  Ireland  was  incapable  of 
paying  her  (}uola  in  the  same  proportion  io  the  increasing 
exigencies  of  the  United  Kingdom.    Her  revenue  was  takenr 
contrary  to  his  estimation  at  the  time,  last  year,  af5,OC)O,CO0/. ' 
and  it  had^ yielded  only  S,6aO,0M/. :  still  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  took  it-  at  4,500,00(M.  for  the  present  year. 
This  was  a  pK)ceeding»  in  his  opinion,  highly  improvident, 
and  to  be  justified  on  no  ground  of  accurate  statement,  or 
fiiir  deduction.     The  tax  upon  tobacco  he  also  €X>nsid^ed 
highly  objectionable,  since  upon  every  former  experiment 
it  had  proved  unproductive.    Situated  as  Ireland  was,  with 
numerous  ports,  and .  connected    intimately    with    North 
America,  this  tax  would  undoubtedly  be  evaded  by  smug* 
gling.      Other  objections  might  be  raised  to  the  new  duties 
on  hemp,  cotton  wool,  and  timber;    but  he  declined  at 
present  going  further  into  the  considemtion  of  them  than  to 
observe,  that  he  heard  the  culture  of  hemp  in  Ireland  bad 
been  little  encouraged,  and  that  he  hoped  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman,  in  his  new  arrangement  of  the  duty  on 
foreign  staves,  had  satisfied  himself  upon  the  quantity  re- 
quisite for  Uie  export  of  butter,  beef,  &c«. 

Lord  Cast/ereagk  said,  that  as  an  allusion  had  been  made 
by  the  right  honourable  Baronet  to  a  speech  of  his  in  the 
Irish*  ParliameDi,  be  deemed  it  right  to  say,  that  his  calcu- 
lation of  the  prospective  benefit  io  be  derived  to  Ireland 
fxoxtk  the  Union,  was  founded  upoii  the  accounts  of  the 
three  years  jprevious,  and  could  have  had  no  reference  to 
subsequent  events. 
Mr,  Hizgerald  commented  at  some  iQugth  on  the  objec* 
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tions  of  the  riffht  honourable  Baronet,  and  contended  that 
the  plan  of  Bir.  Foster  was  marked  by  the  utmost  fairness 
and  liberality.  There  was  evidently  no  foundation  for  the 
insinoation  of  any  oe^igence  either  on  his  part  or  that  of  the 
House  in  thei^  attention  to  Irish  afikirs. 

Mr.  GraUan  observed,  that  he  had  never  said  the  Union 
would  destroy,  but  that  it  must  check  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland.  Its  increase  in  live  stock  and  raw  produce  was  no 
more  than  the  necessary  result  of  its  natural  fertility,  which 
scafoelv  no  government,  however  bad,  could  entirely  stop, 
much  less  the  present,  which  only  stood  in  need  of  improve* 
ment.  In  support  of  his  opinioti,  that  the  financial  state- 
ments made  that  night  and  on  recent  occasions  were  much  too 
sanguine  and  enthusiastic,  he  observed,  that*in  1792  Ireland 
exported  more  linen  than  she  does  at  present,  and  that  the 
rate  of  her  increase  was  miUch  greater  durin^r  the  ten  years. 
from  1782  to  1792,  than  in  the  eighteen  years  since. 

Mr,  Perc^vo/ complimented  the  rio;ht  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Grattan)  on  the  candour  of  his  observations.  He. 
strongly  deprecated  the  idea  of  looking  upon  Ireland  a» 
being  in  a  state  bordering  on  bankruptcy ;  his  view  of 
tbe  growing  resources  of  that  country  were  far  more  en* 
couraging. 

Mr/  Huichmson  was  glad  to  hear  the  riglit  honourable 
gentleman  speak  so  justly  of  the  capability  of  Ireland,  be- 
cause it  aogured  a  better  knowledge  of  that  codntry  than  he 
(Mr.  Hutchinson)  had  been  in  the  habit  of  imputing  to  him. 
Ignorance  of  Ireland  had  been  the  cause  of  the  greater  part  of 
her  misfortunes;  and  he  wished  he  could  convince  that 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  more  he  knew  of  the  grerit  na- 
tural means  and  resources  of  thdt  much-gifted  country,  the 
belter  qualified  he  would  be  to  ;^ui(le  to  a  prosperous  issue  the 
destiniesof  the  empire  at  large.  {Henri)  He  ha<l  listened 
with  great  attention  to  the  statement  of  the  Irish  ClianceHor 
of  the  Gxcbequefr,  and  he  confehsed  be  had  heard  from  hi.n  for 
the  first  time  a  new  principle  of  |X3lrtical  econjrny.  He  had 
not  known  before  that  the  exportation  of  cattle  was  a  very 
coficlusive  criterion  pf  national '  prosp<;rity-  H  is  prejiid ice>j 
till  how  had  taught  him  that  a  larg<*  c.itile  stock  arose  Uom 
a  redundant  pasture,  and  that  where  there  wu-^  a  far  greater 

Eortton  of  pasture,  it  was  because  the  people  of  that  country. 
ad  not  yet  acquired  either  tbe  skill  or  the  rnean^  of  know- 
ing what  to  do  with  the  soil.  The  financial  state  of  Ireland 
wi|Sj  and  had  been  for  so  long  a  [>eriod,  so  critical,  that  he 
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thought  the  present  subject  OQffbt  to  have  been  hid  befiinE 

them  deliberately,  and  diacassed  witb  a  patient  uiTesliga^ 
tion.     Not  that  he  had  any  .intention  of  ttespnasing  oa  tbo 

Committee^  but  that  he  felt  satisfied  that  nothing  could  tend 
more  to  the  general  interests  than  a  gweral  iaformaHQa  upon 
the  aiairs  o?  Ireland — and  thereibre  it  waft  that  be  rcf^rettad 
that  the  two  Chancellors  of  the  {iHchcquer  did  not  i^nse  to 
postpone  either  Budget  to  another  evening.  This  would 
have  appeared  to  him  desirable,  if  it  bad  no  other  f  ftd 
iban  that  of  avoiding  the  appearance  to  Ireland  of  crowding 
the  question  of  her  interests  with  an  anseewly  hofryy  upon  a 
discussion  that  might  bai^e  already  exbaosied  the  attention 
of  the  House.  With  respect  to  the  soaacb  of  the  Irish 
Chancellor,  he  thought  that  if  that  r^hthonoumble  genilo* 
had  confined  himself  merel  v  to  his  financial  statement* 
and  followed  the  example  set  by  the  Chancellor  for  Ekigbnd, 
he  (Mr.  Hutchinson)  should  not  have  felt  faiaiaelf  caUed 
upon  to  trooble  the  Committee  with  any  obsorvatiofi  at  that 
time ;  but  when  that  right  honourable  gentleman  turned 
a$ide|  and  proceeded  so  far  out  of  his  way  aa  to  vaunt  of  the 
growinp^  prosperity  of  Ireland,  and  even  to  pani^yrJBS  hinin 
self,^  his  colleagues  in  office,  and  the  English  part  of  the 
House  of  Commons  for  tlieir  uniform  attention  and  devUieft 
to  the  interests  and  welfore  of  Ireland,  then  did  ke  feel  bim^ 
self  called  upon,  in  the  name  of  his  countrymen,  to  protest 
against  any  such  claim,  and  utterl  v  to  deny  it,  as  being  no4 
only  unfounded  in  fact,  but  in  direct  contradiction  of  il, 

-*  This  he  stated  of  his  own  knowledge.  As  to  the  goneiml 
phin  of  taxation,  he  bad  one  vital  objection  to  it — those  were 
in  general  the  objects  of  taxation  who  were  the  least  able  to 
bear  it.  Tlie  right  honourable  gentleman  appeared  to  htaa 
to  seek,  in  general,  for  taxes  where  little  could  be  got,  and 
not  even  that  little  without  much  and  severe  oppression*  If 
the  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  came  in  a  manly 
way  to  the  discharge  of  bis  public  duty,  he  oould  find  more, 
fit  and  more  productive  objects  for  taxation  than  tboae  which 
he  bad  as  yet  selected.  Of  the  tax  upon  tobacco  he  disap» 
provecl,  because  he  thought  it  would  be  at  once  bai^h  and 
inequable  in  its  operettion  and  scanty  in  its  produce.  To 
the  tax  on  timber  he  had  two  object  ions ;  the  first,  which 
was  perhaps  the  lighter  one,  was  that  it  would  have  the 
efiectof  ini])eding  the  peasantry  in  the  general  improveiaeiit 
of  their  habitations.  It  was  certainly  a  most  desirable  ob- 
ject to  diffuse  ainongst  the  labouring  classes  of  the  peaaantry 
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tluir  relish  tar  the  sobetaDtial  comforts  of  nest  ancl  well- 
ordeved  dweiliag-hoiisesy  which  could  not  be  lon^  main-' 
tained  without  teaebing  the  rirtoesof  a  sober»  gjstemstie 
industry,  and  giving  the  peasant  a  consdoasness  in  that  pro- 
perty which  must  be  to  him,  of  all  others,  the  most  cheering 
and  consolatory — that  of  the  poor  man's  home.    This  tax, 
however,  by  raising  the  price  of  American  timber,  must  raise 
the  price  of  all  other  kinds  of  timber,  iand  of  course  very  con* 
akkrabty  ohtiruet,  if  not  totally  defeat,  the  progress  ot'sode- 
straMe  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Irish  peasant. 
But  his  second  objection  was  yet  more  serious.  At  a  period 
in  which  our  relations  with  America  were  so  critically  cir* 
comstanced,  he  thought  that  the  imposition  of  such  a  tax 
as  this  mtist  be  looked  upon  by  that  Government  with  con- 
siderable  jealousy ;  they    might    consider    \i    as  almost 
amoonttng  to  a  declaration  of  war.     This^  therefore,  he 
thought  to  be  the  moment  at  which,  above  all  others,  the 
imposition  of  such  a  tax  was  mo6t  objectionable.     With 
respect  to  the  right  honourable  g^iuleman  (Mr.  Perceval), 
he  was  wiiltng  to  acknowledge  his  attention  to  tlie  interests 
of  Ireland  in  that  one  instance,  and  vfss  not  indisposed  to 
augur  well  from  it.     He  hailed  it  as  the  beginning  of  his 
miniMerial  attempts  for  her  prosperity,  and  hoped  it  would 
soon   cease  to  be  the  solitary^  instance  of  his  good  uill 
towards  Ireland.     Thiis  much  he  naid  freely,  but  more  he 
couM  not  say.     He  could  not  go  beyond  that  night.     He 
repeated  his  declaration,  which  be  had  made  of  his  own 
knowledge,  that  down  to   that  night,  nothing  bud  been 
done  to  justify  the  claim  which  had  been  put  in  upon  the 
gratitode  of  Irehind — for  what  was  she  to  be  grateful  ?  Not 
surely  because  they  bad  so  repeatedly  refused  to  redress  her 
wrongs;    not  because  they  bad  been  so  long  deaf  to  her 
complaints  and  indifferent  to  her  interests  ?    *^  1  should  be 
sorry  (said  Mr.  Hutchinson)  to  say  any  thing  offensive  to 
the  House,  and  should  be  more  sorry  if  truth  could  offend 
them.   My  charge  is  one  which,  however  widely  it  may  ex- 
tend, I  would  more  particularly  direct  against  the  Minis- 
ters.    I  charge  thetn  then  with  a  violation  of  all  the  solemn 
compacts  entered  into  between  the  two  countries  since  the 
Union.     It  is  an  account  of  long  arrears^  from  1801  down 
to  the  present  time,     I   charge  them   with  indifference, 
ignorance,  and  neglect  towards  Ireland.     I  have  witnessed 
irt  this  House,  session  after  session,  repeated  attempts  made 
to  better  the  condition  of  Ireland ;  to  plant,  as  it  were,  th$ 
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popalatioo  in  the  soil^  and  give  them  a  rooted  intereat  in 
her  greatness ;  and  uniformly  have  I  seen  those  attempts 
resisted  and  defeated,  in  open  violation  of  the  public  faith 
which  you  solemply  pledged  to  Ireland  in  exchange  for  h^ 
independence.  I  charge  yon  with  having  refused  to  four 
millions  the  privileges  you  solennly  pledged  yourselves  to 
share  with  them.  The  gratitude  of  Ireland  is  demanded  m 
return  for  the  measures  taken  to  secure  the  education  of  her 
people.  1  for  one  resist  the  demand^— for  I  myself  was  an, 
numble  instrument  in  calling  upon  you  to  provide  in  some 
way  for  the  education  of  her  clergy — that  clergy  who  are 
to  be  entrusted  with  the  religion  and  morals  of  four  millions 
of  your  fellow-subjects,  and  this  had  been  denied  me.  Let 
Ireland  koow  the  service  she  has  received  from  you,  before 
her  {gratitude  is  thus  tauntingly  challenged. 

Mr,  Fooler  distinctly  denied  that  he  had  ever  said  that 
the  exportation  of  cattle  was  a  mark  of  national  prosperity. 
Wliat  did  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  by  saying,  that 
if  he  (Mr.  Foster)  did  bis  duty  in  a  manly  way,  he  wpald 
find  another  and  a  more  productive  tax  ? — he  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand  the  honourable  gentleman.^  Why  could  he 
not  speak  out  ?  Let  him  name  this  better  tax,  and  if  be 
thought  it  better  than  his  own,  he  would  adopt  it  at  once* 
(Hear^  hear  I)  Will  the  gentleman  name  it  ?  Then  if  he 
I  don't,  let  the  people  of  Ireland  blame  him,  and  not  me;  for 
4  have  suggested  the  best  tax  my  judgment  could  enable 
me  (o  do,  while  here  is  an  honourable  gentleman  who 
knows  a  better,  and  yet  refuses  to  communicate  it.  {Htar^ 
hearX  from  Mr.  Perceval). 

JIfr.  Shaw  (of  Dublin)  could  not  see  why  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  should  take  upon  himself  to  load 
bis  right  honourable  friend  with  the  duties  of  his  office, 
while  ne  kept  all  the  emoluments  to  himself.  (J  laugh) 
His  honourHble  friend,  in  stating  his  objections  to  the  mea- 
sures of  the  right  honourable  geulleinan,  bad  done  nothing 
more  than  he  had  a  right  to  do.  (Hear).  Nor  could  he 
believe  that  every  member  who^  in  the  conscientious  dis* 
charge  of  his  duty,  objected  to  any  measure  brought  before 
the  House,  was  thereby  bound  to  substitute  a  better  in  its 
place.  Mr.  Shaw  then  proceeded  to  observe  upon  the 
items  of  the  new  taxes,  and  to  compare  the  produce  of  the 
tax  on  wine,  currants  and  raisins,  &c.  &c.  at  stated  periods. 
The  total  amount  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  on  wme  was 
in  the  year  1809,  SQb^^KiL  Us.  3d.  and  for  the  year  1810 
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H  was  bnt  S09>0U/.  !&•  1  \d.  The  duties  on  tea»  for  the 
jear  1809  prodoced  5CX),946/.  8^.  5tf.  and  the  same  in  1810 
produced  but  478^009/*  14^..  The  duties  on  currants  and 
raisins  for  the  year  1809  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
11,990/*  Sf.  hi.  while  those  for  the  year  J810  had  fallen  to 
kHl%L  ISf .  lOot.— Here  there  was  certainly  no  pros;ressive 
increase,  but  an  evident  p4*o^;ressive  decrease.  He  was 
sorry  he  could  not  persuade  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man to  put  an  increased  duty  upon  spirits ;  that,  indeed, 
would  be  a  tar  productive  not  only  or  revenue,  but  of  the 
most  beneScial  consequences  in  other  respects.  The  long 
list  that  bad  been  read  retailing  the  number  of  stills,  worms, 
^  and  kegs  which  had  been  seized*  did  not  prove  that  illicit 
distillation  had  been  suppressed ;  but  proved  that  the  re- 
duction of  the  duties  had  not  had  the  expected  effect  of 
suppressing  the  illicit  distillation.  He  could  not  join  in  the 
sanguine  opinion  that  had  been  expressed  of  the  great  pro- 
sperity of  Ireland.  She  had  since  the  Union  increased  her 
aebt  nearly  two-thirds.^  Jt  was  then  thirty-three  millions^ 
and  was  now  eighty-nine  millions. 

The  several  Resolutions  were  then  read  and  agreed  to ; 
and  the  House  bavins  resumed,  the  other  orders  were  dis* 
posed  of.<^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUBSBAY,    MAT  SK 

Some  time  after  prayers,  there  was  a  Commission,  by 
which  (we  understood)  the  Royal  assent  was  given  to  seve- 
ral Bills.  On  the  re-admission  of  strangers,  ue  found  Earl 
Stanhope  on  his  legs,  presenting  a  petiiion  against  the  Bill 
brought  in  by  Lord  Viscount  Sidmou'th^  for  amending 

TH£  TOLERATION    ACT. 

The  petition  having  been  received^  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table, 

nit  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose,  and,  after  bearing  histesti-^ 
mooy  to  the  good  intentions  of  his  noble  friend  who  had 
introduced  the  Bill,  and  who,  he  was  confident,  had  no- 
tliing  in  view  dangerous  to  the  wholesome  and  wise  system 
of  toleration  in  this  country,  expressed  bis  doubts  respect* 
log  the  prudence  of  bis  farther  pressing  tlie  measure.    If  it 
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were  pened,  ibe  good  that  was  to  be  expeeted  would  be, 
cdcnparativdy,  much  leaa  ihaa  waa  expected  io  any  View  of 
tbe  aobjeci*  But  if  it  were  pasted  under  the  present  mis* 
eoDceptions  of  its  object^  aj^  the  aiarm  and  appreheasioo 
thereby  createdi  the  evils  produced  by  it  might  lar  prepoD» 
derate.  •  The  Toleration  laws,  he  was  ready  to  ^y,  were 
matters  on  which  he  thought  the  Legislature  should  not 
UHicb,  unless  it  were  from  causes  of  great  aod  paraaio«al 
neeessiiv.  Under  ail  these  circumstances,  he  trusted  thai 
his  nobie  friend  would  see  the  propriety  of  not  farther  press* 
iug  his  Bill. 

Lord  Fucouni  Sidmouth  said«  that  he  was  placed  in  a 
situation  of  considerable  difficulty,  as  he  musi  consider  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  noble  £arl  as  the  sentioiema 
of  the  Goternmenty  of  which  he  was  a  principal  parU-^ 
Yet,  if  his  noble  friend  confessed  that  misconceptions  had 

J  one  abroad  on  the  object  of  his  measuie,  that  could  not. 
e  a  reason  sufficient  lor  him  to  withdraw  bis  Bill  in  the 
.  pre^ient  stage  of  it.  The  greatest  misconceptions,  misap* 
prehensions,  and,  be  might  add,  misrepresentations,  of 
the  Bill  bad  been  made  without  doors,  that,  altlumgh 
it  was  not  regular  in  that  stage  to  eater  into  particolars, 
be  should,  for  convenience,  if  not  regularly,  lake  that 
opportunity  of  staling  what  his  Bill  was,  and  what  it 
was  not.  ^ 

Earl  Grey  spoke  to  order.  He  would  be  the  last  person 
to  interrupt  the  noble  Viscount,  but  it  was  certainly  quite 
out  of  Older  to  enter  into  the  detiiiis  of  the  question  on  the 
presentation  of  the  petitions,  when  the  opportunity  of  ad- 
dressinir  the  House  would  so  soon  occor  on  the  second  read- 
ing.  He  was  convinced  of  the  purity  of  intention  by  which 
his  noble  friend  was  actuated,  and  that  he  entertained  no 
design  of  infringing  on  the  just  and  liberal  toleration  of 
every  man's  opinion  and  worship;  but  he  thought  that  the 
present  was  not  the  time  for  discussing  the  question,  when 
they  were  receiving  petitions,,  unless  the  reception  of  them 
wars  to  be  objected  to. 

Lord  Fiscount  Sidmowh  said,  he  should  not  farther  troifr- 
ble  the  House  ni  that  titne.  It  had  not  been  his  inten- 
tion to  take  tip  their  time  loni<;  but  he  should  reserve 
himself  till  the  second  reading,  then  more  fully  to  explain 
himself. 

Eufi  Stanhope  presented  several  other  petitions,  from 
diflerent  dissenting  congregations  in  various  parts  of  £ng<» 
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land,  (Castlecary,  Market  Harboroagbj  &c.)  which  were 
aeveralij  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

hard  Hoiland  ro«e>  and  said,  that  he  had  numerons  pe- 
titions to  present  to  the  House  against  the  present  Bill,  the 
first-of  which  he  should  move  to  be  read.  It  was  the  joint 
petition  of  the  three  denominations  of  the  Dissenters  in,  and 
in  the  Ticinity  of»  the  metropolis,  namely,  the  Presbyterian, 
the  Baptist,  and  the  Independent.  He  should  say  little  by 
way  of  preface,  except  thai  he  believed  that  that,  as  well 
as  other  petitions,  would  shew,  that  the  people  of  ;his  coun- 
try were  not  so  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  character  of  a 
Bill  brought  into  Parliament,  as  not  to  see  and  to  appre- 
ciate  its  consequences  on  their  civil  or  their  religious  liberty* 
He  was  happy  to  hear  from  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
what  he  had  heard  from  him  that  night,  on  the  impolcy  6f 
auch  a  measure*  But,  he  must  say,  that  the  noble  Vis- 
count bad  very  faiHy  shaped  his  course  in  the  proceedings 
both  last  session  and  this.  He  (Lord  Hollanu)  had,  last 
June»  stated  his  intention  to  look  with  much  care  and  great 
jealousy  at  any  attempt  to  ifieddle  with,  or  impair  the  pro- 
vigions,  of  the  Toleration  Act;  and  he  thanked  the  noble 
Tiscount  forliaving  so  fully  explained  his  views  this  ses- 
sion. He  could  not^  however,  avoid  expresstni^  his  surprise 
and  regret,  that  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  had  not  taken 
an  earlier  opportunity,  either  last  session  or  this,  of  stating 
his  prudential '  objections  to  the  adoption  of  this  ineasurCi 
instead  of  leaving  that  to  the  present  occasion,  when  the 
petitions  against  it  were  crowding  in  from  all  parts  of  Eng- 
land. He  then  presented  the  petition,  which  was  received, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Holland  then  stated,  that  be  had  a  great  number 
of  other  petitipns. 

The  Eartof  Hardwicke  said,  it  was  desirable  to  know 
^whether  any  of  those  petitions  contained  matter  which  re- 
flected upon,  or  was  irregular  to  be  presented  to,  that 
House. 

Lord  Holidndmdf  that  he  had  been  unable  to  read  them 
all.^  '  Several  he  had  read,  which  contained  no  such  mat- 
ter. But  he  should  feel  pleasure  in  having  them  all  read 
to  the  House,  if  it  should  not  be  too  inconvenient  in  respect 
of  time. 

2%e  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  he  also  had  many 
petitions  to  present.    Such  was,  hQwever,  the  opinion  be 

Vol.  lii.~lffll.  «N 


/ . 


\ 


enteitaiB^d  of  the  rctptctabilil?  of  cbanMMr  of  tbe  pendni 
who  bad  framed  them,  that  if  there  was  any  intention  bbewn 
of  casting  doubts  ot  reflections  on  them,  be  sbonid  cemiolj 
movr^  that  any  one  of  those  which  he  should  present  shonU 
be  read. 

The  petitions  presented  by  Lord  HoHaikl  were  then  re* 
ceived»  the  preambles  read»  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table*    Thev  were  from  congmations  in  a  number  of 

J  laces  in  Wiltshire,  £ssex»  iJorsett  Berksj  Middlesex, 
.  cc.  One  petitiooj  we  beliefe,  was  signed  bj  abofe  four 
thousand  persons. 

The  Ear i  of  Moira  rose,  and  after  some  observations  on 
the  respectability  of  the  petitioners,  declared  his  readiness* 
to  take  his  responsibility  for  the  jpropriety  of  the  sentiments 
ihej  contained*  H  is  Lordship  then  presented  a  great  num* 
ber  of  petitions  from  diflTerent  places  in  London,  Westmin* 
ster»  Surrey,  Bfiddlesex,  Kent,  Cafnbridgesbire,  Esseir, 
Berks,  and  Sussex ;  Bucks,  Wilts*  Leicestershire,  Norfolk, 
Hants,  Herts,  Derbyshire,  Warwickshire,  Northampton* 
shire,  Oxfordshire,  fcc.  amounting  to  about  fifty ;  the  par- 
ticular towns  w^  9krt  unable  to  specify,  all  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  then  rose,  and  presented  nume« 
reus  petitions  from  Bath,  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Kent,  and 
various  other  places,  with  siraatarte  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  ten  thousand  names,  allwhich  were  taken  as  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Earl  Grey  presented  a  petition  from  a  congregation  at 
Bristol,  which  wB  understood  his  Lordship  to  say,  was  Iih 
tended  to  have  been  presented  by  the  High  Steward  of  that 
city  (Lord  Grenville).  His  noble  friend  could  not  attend 
in  the  House  that  night ;  but  he  was  confident,  from  what 
he  knew  of  his  opinions  respecting  the  important  subject  of 
Toleration,  that  ne  was  favourable  to  the  prayer  of  the  pe* 
tition.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  observed,  that  persons  not  dissent- 
ers, but  friends  to  toe  principle  of  Toleration,  had  wgned 
the  petition. 

Earl  Grey  then  presented  many  other  petitions  from 
Lewes,  Portsmouth,  Daventry,  Colnhrook,  Gloucester, 
and  other  places,  which  were  also  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie 
table. 

The  Farl  of  jRom^ji  presented  several  similar  petitions 
from  different  places.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  . 
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Lord  Erttfine  statedj  that  he  had  n^ar  900  petitions  to 
prpseni  on  the  same  important  subject.  He  should  make 
AC  other  preFatory  remark^  bat  to  bay,  that  they  contain^ 
the  same  opinions  on  that  question,  which  he  himself  main- 
tained on  the  subject  of  the  Toleration  Act.  These  petitions 
were  presented,  and  ordered  to  lie  ou  th?  table,  t'hey  were 
from  atl  parts  of  £ngland»  and  some  of  ihem  had  an  im«- 
ttiense  number  of  signatures* 

The  Marquhof  Lansdowne  then  stat^ed,  that  he  had  ilbove 
one  hundred  dimrent  petitions  to  present  to  their  Lordships 
on  the  same  subject,  and  of  the  same  teoour.  The  first  pe- 
tition be  presented*  his  Lordship  stated,  was  signed  by 
many  persons  not  Protestant  Dissenters;  several  of  them 
beneficed  Clergymen  of  the  Euablished  Church,  who, 
.equally  with  the  Protestant  Dis8enterH»  deprecated  any  in- 
terference with  the  Toleration  Laws,  and  w»s  signed  by  896 
persons.  All  these  petitions  were  also  received,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  number  of  all  the  petitions  received  was  aboat  five 
imodred. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  called  for  by  several  Lords^ 
l?hen,  after  some  pause  bad  occurred^ 

Lord  FiscQumi  Sidmouth  rose»  and  said,  that  in  moving 
the  second  readiim  of  this  Bill,  he  should  make  no  remarks 
on  the  number  of  th£  petitions  which  had  been  presented  . 
against  it,  at  he  readily  supposed  that  the  petitioiiers  sin- 
cerely believed  what  they  hiM  expressed  with  respect  to  the 
operation  of  it.     His  noble  friend  (Lord  Liverpool)  had 
trulv  stated,  that  great  misconception  and  misapprehens  oa 
had  gone  forth  respecting  the  Bill,  and,  he  must  add,  great 
tnisrepreseutation.    The  various  public  resolutions  were, 
Ibr  the  srealer  part,  inapplicable  to  the  real  objects  of  his 
Bill,     w  hen  the  intelligent  mind  of  his  noble  friend  was 
not  quite  free  from  misconception,  he  could  not  wonder  at 
^ing  the  mibapprehensions  of  others.    If  seemed  to  be 
thought  that  some  change  was  intended  in  our  Toleration 
Laws.    What  was  it  ?    The  object  of  the  Bill,  the  clauses 
of  which  might  be  amended  in  the  Committee^  was  merely 
to  give  uniformity  to  the  two  Acts  on  which  onr  system,  of   • 
toleration  was  founded ;  its  object  was  not  to  exclude  any 
class  of  Dissenters,  but  to  comprehend  all,  according  to 
the  spirit  and  meaning  of  those  Acts.    This  was  the  sole 
purpose  of  the  Bill.     He  was  led  to  propose  it,  from  infor- 
mation he  bad  a  considenible  time  since  receivedi  of  what 
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was  and  is  the  prevalent  mode  of  executing  those  Acts. — 
Be  lameDted  to  think  that  the  effect  of  those  Bills  was,  that 
any  ignorant  person,  of  depraved  morals,  should  be  able, 
by  lakine  the  ouih  of  allegiance,  by  making  the  declaration 
agifinst  ropery,-  and  8ubs»cribing  to  certain  articles  of  the 
Church,  declaring  bimsetf»  under  the  I9th  of  the  present  ^ 
King,  a  Christian  and  Protestant,  and  a  believer  tnat  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  contained  the  revealed  will  of 
God,  to  claim  bis  licence,  and  that  bis  certificate  should 
enable  him  to  preach  any  where  any  doctrines  he  pleased ; 
and  that  ihi^  did,  in  fact,  till  1802,  exempt  him  from  many 
'  civil,  and  from  all  military,  services.    At  first  he  could 
hardly  credit  that  interpretation  of  the  lajvs.     He  could 
stale,  but  that  be  feared  fatiguing  their  Lordships,  infor« 
mations  from  many  Magii^trates^  of  numerous  applications 
at  quarttr-sessions,  evidently  to  dbtain  these  exemptions. 
He  bad  heard,  of  what  he  confessed  was  creditable  to  a 
^  sect  of  Dissenters,    wherein    they    acknowledged    these 
abuses,  and  expressed  their  desire  to  correct  them,  by  the 
expulsion  from  among  them  of  such  unworthy  persons.— 
[The  Wtsley  connexion  was  here  alluded  to.]    Could  it  be 
supposed  that  they  who  so  acted  to  evade  the  laws,  wouI4 
be  deterred  by  fear  of  their  brethren?     He  had  learned 
with  satisfaction,  that  though  the  prevalent  interpretation 
of  the  law  was  as  he  had  stated,  yet,  with  many  well-in- 
formed and  respectable  persons,  it  was  not  so.     In  Devon, 
Norfolk,  Bucks,  and  in  Suffolk  *too,  he  learned,  that  that 
interpretation  was  not  admitted.     Feeling  the  abuses  that 
were  committed— i-leaming  the  opinions  of  enlightened  men 
— and  the  practice  of  many  respectable  Magistrates  on  this 
subject,  he  had  felt  it  necessary  to  bring  the  consideration 
of  It  before  Prirliumeut.     He  had  been  encouraged  to  do 
so,  by  the  opinions  of  respectable  persons,  of  Magistrates, 
and  Judges;  and  he  had  stated  in  June,  1809,  that  he  in- 
tended to  do  nothing  but  what  was  with  a  view  to  se- 
cure the  toleraiion   of  the  Protestant  Dtsiienters,  as  well 
as  the  support  of  the  Church  of  England,  of  which  he  glo- 
ried in  being  a  member.    By  this  fair  standard  he  had  pro- 
ceeded, and  in  his  Bill  there  was  nothing  to  be  found  in* 
consistent  with  it     He  had  not  contentedhimself  with  the 
authoritic  s  he  had  mentioned,  but  had  sought  farther  in- 
formation,  and  even  communicatious,  with  various  Dis- 
senters.    From  some  of  them  he  had  received  voluntary 
communicatious,  and  with  others  he  had  had  conversation ; 
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and  beconld  truly  aver,  that  though  many  wished  be  should 
take  no  steps  in  the  business,  few  objected  to  the  measure 
*  he,  proposea.  They  thought  merely,  that  though  the  mea- 
sure was  innocent,  yet  that  it  might  excite  in  other  quar- 
ters  a  disposition  to  introduce  into  it  objectionable  clauses. 
They  did  not  seem,  on  the  whole,  to  think  there  was  any 
thing  in  it  materially  objectionable.  Every  class  of  Dis- 
senting Preachers,  in  fact»  who  had  separate  congrega* 
lions,  were  left  by  this  Bill  in  the  same  state  as  before,  with 
the  removal  of  all  sorts  of  impediments,  and  the  Magistrate 
ivould"  know  better  what  was  his  duty  on  such  subjects.-— 
"What  better  mode  of  attestation  could  there  be,  than  that 
of  several  persons  of  the  congregation  for  those  who  sought 
p  for  licences?     As  to  the  question  of  substantial  and  repu* 

table  householders,  or  householders  merely,  that  was  a  cou- 
stderation  for  the  Committee.  There  was  no  other  regula- 
tion, but  to  relieve  them  from  different  practice  at  different 
quarter-sessions.  The  second  point  applied  to  such  as  had 
not  separate  congregations.  He  did  not  expect  to  meet 
with  any  difficulty  on  this  subject  from  the  quarter  whence 
it  arose.  It  would  be  a  farce  to  talk  of  toleration,  he  con- 
fessed, and  at  the  same  time  to  exclude  this  class  of  per^ 
sons  from  the  rights  allowed  to  other  Protestant  Dissenters^ 
though^  he  must'say,  that  he  knew  they  had  often  given 
great  pain  and  vexation  to  many  most  excellent  and.meri- 
torioos  beneficed  Clergymen.  let  he  must,  in  candour, 
adqoit,.  that  hundi^s  and  thousands  of  people  would, 
^  through  our  own  unpardonable  and  abominable  neglect,  be 
,  "^  deprived  of  all  moral  and  religious  instruction,  were  it  not 
#  for  the  services  of  these  persons.     Millions  in  this  country 

were  indebted  to  them  for  their  religious  instruction.— 
(Hear !}  We  are  not  at  liberty  to  withnold  the  only  means 
of  moral  and  religious  knowledge.  Me  had  not,  therefore, 
'  excluded  such  persons,  which  would  have  been  contrary  to 
indispensable  and  eternal  justice.  The  third  point  of  his 
Bill  related  to  Probatbners.  He  bad,  on  that  point,  pro* 
posed,  that  six  persons  should  sign  their  belief  of  the  sober 
and  exemplary  life,  of  the  capacity,  Sic.  of  the  individual. 
What  test  coqld  be  more  moderate  ?  His  object  was  to  fol- 
low np'the  principles  of  the  toleration  laws,  which  never 
meant,  that  any  person  should  assufioe  to  himself  the  pri- 
vilege of  a  preacher  and  teacher,  and  exercise  such  im- 
portant functions  without  some  attestations.  {Htarly^ 
Any  person  under  the  Bill  might  then  be  chosen,  nay,  he- 
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might  be  said  enm  to  choose  himself,  if  be  procored  such 
attestations.     He  confessed  be  did,  confidently*  bat,  as  he 
had  found,  Tainly,  expect,  that  he  should  Imve  bad  the 
consent  of  all  the  sects  and  descriptions  who  fetf  what  wai 
dse  to  the  pilrity,  sanctity,  and  dignity  of  religion.     All 
be  was  apprelietisiTe  ot  was,  that  some  friends  to  the  &t»> 
biished  Church  might  think  the  Bill  would  be  inefficient  for 
^hat  W^s  requisite ;  but  he  ne?er  thought  that  any  Profes* 
tant  Dissenter  would  consider  it  inconsistent  with  the  wise 
«and  just  enactments  of  the  Toleration  Laws.     He  learned 
that  m  the  customs  of  Dinenters,  probation  was  necessary 
for  tbe  proof  of  the  i^ifts  necessary  for  the  ministerial 
officei  therefore  be  bad  merely  proposed  that  thret*  Dis<^ 
ientbg  Preachers  should  sign  a  testimony  in  the  Proba* 
.tioners  favour.     In  our  own    churt-h,   by    out    Eccle* 
siastical  laws,  there  were  certain  probations  and  attesta- 
tions  to  be  made.    A  Deacon  must  have  tbe  testimonals  of 
three  Clergymen  to  bis  lift ,  gifts,  &c.    His  name  must 
also  be  read  three  times  iu  Cbn'rch.     He  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  this  always  prevented  improper  introductions,  but 
that  such  were  tbe  precautions  that  were  observed  by  law. 
Though  be  bad  received  much  iulormntion  on  Jibe  sulQect* 
no  man  should  be  placed  by  him  in  an  unpledsant  Mtuatiofi 
by  bis  stating  his  name,  though  ther6  were  noble  Lords 
present  who  knew  what  information  be  had  reoeired.    Fmm 
the  Itinerant  Methodists,  erf*  whom  he  did  not  wish  to  spe^k 
disrespectfully,  be  had  grounds  on  which  liee^^pected  their 
approbation*    He  had  formed  Ms  opinions  from  those  of 
inagistrates  and  respectable  gentlemen  of  tarioos  descriD^ 
tion«    Objections  had  been  stated  at  first  by  his  noble 
friend,  for  whom  he  bad  much  respect  (Lon4  Holland)| 
who  seemed  to  think  that  any  man  nad  a  rlgbt  to  take  oil 
kimselt  the  office  of  teacher  on  making  the  declarations.  Sec* 
and  that  it  was  not  a  (|uestion  for  tbe  Legislature  to  take  ttp* 
He  would  say  that  this  opinion  was  utteHy  inconsistent  with 
the  meaning  of  the  Toleration  Act.    That  Act,  right  oi 
wrong,  was  a  measure  of  condition.    (Hearl  hearXfivni 
the  OpposUiom  side.)    He  never  could  agree  U>  those  broad 
principles.    But  in  some  respects,  be  thought  those  hwi 
intolerant,   wbere^  for    instonce,   they  limited   religicma 
doctrines.     {Hearl  hearl)    His  noble  friend  bad  called 
tbe  Toleration   Act  the  palladium  of  religious  liberty. 
What  did  be  admire  in  it  ?    Its  beneficent  effects,  be  had 
said,  in  its  providing  freedom  of  worship.    ConU  he  deny 
that  it  was  diflerently  acted  upon  in  difierent  coanties  i 
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In  Droportmi  tp  his  •dmiimtion  of  it,  hU  wish  dioukl  be  to 
miner  its  operation  univmaV  It  was  not  so  at  present* 
Tiiere  was  no  case,  wherein  when  the  licence  had  bem 
lefueed,  the  party  hacU  at  least  for  many  yean,  resorted  to 
the  Court  ot  King's  Bench.  He  went  to  another  county. 
ThuSf  there  was  a  diiierent  interpretation  in  counties  bor* 
dering  upon  each  other.  Let  the  benefit •  therefore,  be 
made  universal.  If  this  measure  were  improper,  come  aft 
once  to  the  assertion  of  the  broad  principle,  and  try  to  alter 
the  laws  in  that  way.  That  broad  principle  had  never 
existed  in  any  age  or  in  any  country.  History^  both  sacred 
and  profane,  shewed  the  importance  that  had  been  always 
aUacned  to  the  priesthood,  which  had  never  been  assumed 
but  conferred.  He  was  not  so  read  in  the  sacred  writinffs 
as  he  ouffht  to  be^  and  he  could  touch  on  them  only  witb 
great  deference.  But  he  had  read,  ^^  Lay  hands  suddenly 
on  no  man ;"  and  ako,  that  persons  chosen  for  such  situa* 
tioos  should  be  '^  of  good  report.**  He  could  not  thbk  of 
the  argument  taken  from  the  low  condition  of  those  who, 
in  earner  da^s,  received  their  divine  missions,  as  applicable 
to  present  times,  and  as  giving  authority  to  the  persons  he 
bad  alluded  to,  to  lay  their  clnims  to  divine  influence^ 
without  any  attestations  of  their  character  and  qualifications. 
The  early  ages  of  the  Church  showed  that  the  purity  of 
character  was  held  indispensable  to  him  who  attempted  to 
enter  into  the  solemn  offices  of  the  priesthood.  His  noble 
friend  had  said,  that  no  case  bad  been  made  out*  He  ap* 
pealed  to  their  Lordships  on  that  point.  He  then  stated  a 
circumstance  that  recently  happened  at  Stafford,  when  the 
Magistrate,  certainlv  not  regularly,  required  the  -applicant 
to  write  his  name,  out  wbo  answered,  that  he  came  there 
not  to  write,  but  to  make  the  declaration.  He  was.  con* 
yioced  he  bad  now  made  out  sufficient  grounds  fur  the 
second  reading,  and.  for  going  into  the  Commitlt^.  The 
noble  Lord  prooeeded  to  state,  from  a  paper  he  held  in  his 
hand,  in  which  the  writer  mentioned  as  an  instance  of  the 
laxihr  with  which  licences  to  preach  were  granted,  that  be 
bad  hefird  a  person  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  who 
seemed  well  versed  in  all  the  atheistical  and  deistical  area* 
menlB  on  the  subject  of  religion,  lecturing  to  a  crowded 
audience  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  and  broaching  the  most 
irreligious  and  even  blasphemous  doctrines.  The  Bill 
which  he  had  introduced  would  naturally  check  the 
existence  or  spreading  of  such  abusesi  which  could  not  fiul 


S80  THE   FABUAMBNTARY'  RE0I8TBB.  [LORDS) 

to  be  lamented  by  eyerjr  man  who  was  a  friend  to  the  morals 
'  or  the  happiness  of  all  classes  of  society ;  and  he  feared  thaC 
the  broad  principle  stated  on  a  former  night  by  his  noble 
friend  (Lord  Holland)  tended  to  let  loose  this  class  of  men, 
whose  labours  most  be  so  destructive  of  civilized  society. 
Their  Lordships  did  not  do  their  duty  if  they  thought 
themselves  absolved  from  attending  to  the  prevention  of 
such  abuses.  It  was  their  duty  to  protect  the  ignorant  and 
unwary  from  being  led  astray,  and  to  put  them  on  their 
guard  against  such  mischievous  practices.  -  The  noble  Lord 
then  alluded  to  various  Resolutions  that  had  been  published 
in  the  newspapers.  It  had  surprised  him  much  to  observe 
one  set  of  these  Resolutions  subscribed  by  a  very  respectable 
gentleman,  who  was  a  Member  of  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament (Mr.  W.  Smith),  in  which  the  Bill  was  represented^ 
as  being  designed  to  abridge  religious  liberty.  He  saw 
with  astonishment  that  such  an  object  was  ascribed  to  the 
measure,  than  which  nothing  could  be  farther  from  hb 
thoughts.  Upon  the  whole,  he  could  not  help  expressing 
an  ardent  wish  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time, 
in  order  that  it  might  go  into  a  Committee,  where  it  might 
undergo  a  variety  of  amendments.  He  himself  should  pro- 
pose several  alterations  in  the  Committee ;  but  if  he  per« 
'  ceived  a  strong  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  their  Lordships 
to  entertain  the  Bill,  however  much  he  should  regret  it,  he 
chould  respectfully  acquiesce  in  their  decbion.  He  con- 
cluded with  moving,  that  the  Bill  be  .now  r^  a  second 
time. 

The  Jrchbishop  of  Canterbury  declared  his  utter  abhor« 
rence  of  every  si>scies  of  religious  persecution.  Whilst  he 
];imented  the  errors,  as  he  thought  them,  of  the  Protestant 
Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England,  he  admitted  that 
they  had  a  full  right  to  the  sober  and  conscientious  profes- 
sion of  their  own  relifirious  opinions.  The  sacred  writings 
were  allowed  by  all  Protestants  to  be  the  great istandard  of 
feligious  doctrine*  but  the  interpretation  of  them  was  liable 
to  error.  Uniformity  of  religious  belief  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, so  variously  constituted  were  the  minds  of  men ;  ^nd 
cpnsequently  religious  coercion  was  not  only  absurd  and  im- 
politic, but  for  all  good  purposes  impracticable.  As  to 
the  pre^nt  Bill,  he  should  deliver  his  opinion  very  shortly. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  therr;  were  only  two  objects  which 
U  had  in  view ;  the  first  was,  to  produce  uniformity  in- 
npUioing  the  Act  of  Toleration,  and  the  se€^ad  was,  to 
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render  the  class  of  Digsentinn^  Ministers  more  respectablfi 
by  tbe  explosion  of  those  who  were  unfit  for  the  office. 
These  objects  seemed  laudable  in  themselyes,  and  calculated 
to  increase  the  respectability  of  the  Dissenting  inteiest. 
At  the  same  time  the  Dissenters  themselves  were  the  best 
judges  of  their  own  concerns ;  and  as  it  appeared  from  the 

E:eat  number  of  petitions  which  loaded  the  table  of  the 
OQse,  that  they  were  hostile  to'  the  measure,  he  thought 
it  would  be  both  unwise  and  impolitic  to  press  thjs  Bill 
against  their  consent.  He  therefore  wished  that  the  noble 
Coftd  would  withdraw  it,  and  put  an  end  to  that  alarm 
^hich  had  been  excited,  even  though  it  might  be  ground* 
less. 

X/fTif  Erskme  expressed  his  conviction,  that  if  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  had  been  delayed  only  a  few  weeks  longer, 
ten  times  the  number  of  petitions  would  have  been  presented 
against  it,  in  addition  to  those  that  already  incumbered 
their  Lordships'  table,  and  loaded  tite  floor :  such  was  the 
opbion  which  the  Dissenters  at  large  entertained  of  the 
measure,  and  sach  the  anxiety  they  felt  at  the  appearance 
of  encroachment  on  any  of  the  privileges  which  they  enjciyed. 
The  BiU  profisssed  to  be  of  a  declaratory  nature,  and  merely 
explanatory  of  the  Act  of  Toleration  ;  but  he  would  con* 
tend,  that  it  was  repugnant  both  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Toleration  Act,  that  great  palladium  of  religious 
Ubqrty.  As  to  the  case  of  a  man  tcafhing  blasphemous 
doctrines,  a  circumstance  to  which  tbe  noble  Lord  had 
adverted  as  haying  actually  taken  place;  wfts  not  such*  a 
person,  he  would  ask,  liable  to  be  indicted  for  a  misde* 
meanour  ?  If  a  man  inculcated' sedition  or  blasphemy  from 
the  pulpit,  was  he  not  liable  to  be  punished  for  it ;  and  was 
not  this  the  case  with  Winterbotbam,  who,  by  the  bye,  he 
believed  was  rather  hardly  dealt  with  ?  There  was  no 
occasion  for  any  new  law  against  blasphemy  ;  and  therefore- 
•o  ixr  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  noble  Lord  to  refer-to 
such  an  abuse  as  a  ground  for  the  pre!»ent  Bill.  He  knew 
that  some  descriptions  of  preachers  among  the  Methodists, 
from  which  class  he  had  |>resented  so  many  petitions,  asked 
BO  exemption  from  serving  in  civil  offices.  If  tbey  refused 
to  serve,  their  certificate  would  not  protect  them.  The 
law  on  this  subject  was  qinte  clear  and  required  no  explana-. 
lien.  If  a  man  was  a  religious  teacher,  and  had  no  other 
avocation,  in  that  case  he  had  ^^  a  local  habitation  and  a 
aame ;"  he  was  a  pastor  aud  had  a  flock,  from  whigbdt  w&Ml 
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not  the  meftniD^  of  tlie  Toleration  Act  that  he  thouM  bf 
abstracted,  in  order  to  lerve  in  ciTil  or  miHtar^  oflicffi* 
But  if  all  this  vim  not  the  case,  then  he  could  claim  no  rack 
exemption.  If  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the  demand 
for  military  service,  required  that  such  exemptions  should 
be  narrowed,  then  do  it  by  a  special  act  to  that  effsct,  and 
not  by  narrowing  the  Act  of  Toleration*  He  moTcd  thai 
the  Kill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months* 

The  Lord  Chancel/or  felt  conrinccd,  that  no  man  was 
more  averse  to  breakirt|^  in  upon  the  great  principles  of 
the  Toleration  Act,  than  his  noble  friend  who  proposed 
the  Bill.  The  different  modes  of.  interpreting  that  Aet» 
were,  however,  facts  incapable  of  contradiction  ;  and  if  % 
man  was  refused  a. licence  m  one, county,  it  was  much  more- 
easy  for  him  to  go  io  auotlier  where  he  miifht  obtain  itj 
than  apply  for  a  mandamus  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bencb^ 
which  was  necessarily  accompanied  with  considerable  ez<^ 
pen(^.  He  also  knew,  that  till  a  late  Act  explained  th6 
exemptions  as  to  the  Militia,  there  were  great  doubts  as  to 
who  were  intitled  to  such  exemptions.  To  shew  the  laxitj 
of  interpretation  which  prevailed  at  one  ttme,  he  couw 
recollect  that  in  his  younger  years,  and  when  he  was  liablt 
to  be  dmwn  for  the  "Militia,  it  was  propoeed  to  him  to  Mt 
himself  exempted  by  paying  sixpence  for  a  licence.  He 
knew  the  law  was  so  understood  «t  that  time  ;  erroneously 
unquestionably.  He  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had  knowi^  of 
some  instances  that  oceurredi  among  those  persons  wh<^ 
came  to  take  the  qualificationi,  of  the  saoai  U4al  ignonuice. 
There  were  some  who  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and  who 
absolutely,  when  the  name  of  another  was  written  dowa^ 
carried  it  away  as  tbeir  own.  He  believed  the  Bill  to  b^ 
well  intended,  and  capd>le  of  doing  good,  bat  under  the 
mesent  circumstances  he  thought  that  to  pcesi  it  oo  the 
House  would  not  be  advisable* 

Zord  Hoilatid^  in  allusion  to  the  assertion,  that  the 
majority  of  the  petitioners  probably  did  not  understand  the 
measUK  against  which  they  petitioned^  observed,. that  the 
hpldinji^  such  language  was  singularly  unbecoming  and 
ofiensivy;.  Looking  at  the  iramense  number  who  si^^ned  the 
petitionaon  the  table,  it  was  no  light  libel  tostigmaUae  them 
with  t^nut  of  understanding  on  a  question  that  so  closely 
toucb«i  Iht'ir  immediate  interests.  A  ri^ht  reverend  prelate 
(the  Airiibisbop  of  Canterbury)  had  said,  that  the  deluge 
vt  petitibiM  which  overflowed  their  table,  was  produced  by 
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minjiiirebenBlmi.  To  follow  up  the  metaplior^  H  mi^t 
be  saia  that  this  deluge  was  brought  down  by  the  flagrant 
sin  of  the  Bill.  Two  charges  had  been  casualty  thrown  oat 
aninst  him  (Lord  Holland) :  one  that  he  pushed  the  idea 
or  religious  liberty  to  an  extent  which  struck  at  the  Christian 
religion  itself.  This  he  most  utterly  deny,  fie  could  not 
altogether  understand  the  form  of  the  clause.  The  other 
was,  that  he  gave  absurd  and  extravagant  praise  to  the 
Toleration  Act,  an  Act  which  had  been  characterised  as 
abominably  intolerant*  He  wonld  not  go  into  those  con* 
siderationsy  but  come  directly  to  the  Bill.  He  had  before 
declared  his  principles,  and  he  saw  no  reason  now  to  shrink 
fiom  them.  He  was  an  enemy,  a  most  decided,  principled, 
and  resolved  enemy  to  restraints  on, religious  freedom.*  He 
was  convinced  that  every  man  had  a  natural  right  to  choose 
bis  mode  of  religious  teaching,  and  that  no  authority  ought 
to  interfere  with  the  choice.  A  man  had  as  good  a  right  to 
preach  a  peculiar  doctrine  as*  he  had  to  print  it.  It  was 
not  meant  to  say,  that  if  seditious  or  blasphemous  doctrines 
were  uttered,  tney  were  not  to  be  visited^  but  those  oflbices 
required  no  new  parliamentary  infliction.  Every  man  had 
a  right  to  carry  arms ;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  call  upon 
Parliament  now  to  tell  him  he  had  no  right  to  commit 
mqrder  with  those  arms.  But  if  there  was  a^  right  which  it 
was  dangerous  and  guilty  io  controvert,  it  was  the  right  of 
every  man  to  interpret  scripture  after  his  own  manner.  In 
the  language  of  the  ri^ht*reverend  prelate,  (the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury),  the  scriptures  were  a  great  largess  ;to  the 
world,  a  mighty  a^d  a  free  gift  to  alt  mankind;  not  re- 
siroincd  to  the  disciples  or  the  discipline  of  a  peculiar 
ehurch,  but  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  worlds  {Htar  \) 
He  considered  the  Toleration  Act  as  the  great  religious 
charter ;  and  religions  libitrty  could  not  sqlSsisI/  unless  it 
was  perfect  and  secure.  In  the  language  of  Locke,  it  was 
aqual^  and  impartial  and  entire  liberty  of  which'  religion 
and  religious  men  stood  in  need.  The  Tolemtion  Act  had 
two  parts.  One  of  them  was  a  most  generdus  and'  libera^  * 
concession  to  the  people ;  and  the  other  was  nothing  beyond 
a  bare  and  scanty  admission  of  an  undoubted  right.  In  one 
of  those  parts  a  crowd  of  laws  were  merely  done  away, 
which  were  a  shame  to  the  Statute  Book  ;  laws  that  ought 
never  to  have  existed.  In  the  other,  it  was  enacted,  that  on 
ilgning  certain  articles,  an  immunity  from  specified  iricon* 
iwaienoes  should  be  gtveu  to  Dissenting  Ministers,     flc  was 
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always  nnwillinff^  thai  questions  of  this  nature  should  be 
stirred.     He  would  not  go  into  the  question  ;  bat  if 'it 
pleased  the  House  that  the  Toleration  Act,  which  had  slept 
for  a  hundreri  and  fifty  7eafs4  should  be  roased  once  more, 
be  was  ready  to  meet  the  whole  discunion.    When  the 
noble  Lord  (Sidniouth)  had  given  notice  of  his  measure,  the 
House  could  scarcely  hare  the  aspect  in  which  it  was  after- 
wards to  look  upon  them.    But  at  every  repetition  of  the 
notice,  something  was  added.   The  evil  complained  ofby  the 
noble  Lord,  was  more  and  more  seen  to  be  visionary ;  but 
the  remeily  was  seen  to  be  more  and  more  violent.    One 
diminished  as  the  other  increased.    As  to  the  evils  wUch 
the  Bill  was  to  remedy,  there  was  no  document  before  the 
House  to  prove  that  thero  was  any  loss  of  Militia  service  by 
the  privileges  of  the  Dissenters.    The  noble  Lord  (Sid- 
mouth)  had  established  his  opinion  on  some  private  letters, 
on.  which  probably  that  noble  Lord  placed  much  reliance^ 
But  were  those  things  to  be  documents,  authorizing  the 
House  to  heap  disabilities  on  the  whole  immense  body  of 
Dissenters  ?    One  of  those  letters  was  from  a  gentleman, 
who  complained  that  one  of  the  preachers  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood was  an  Atheist  and  Deist  at  once  ;  that  he  denied 
a  first  cause,  and  preached  a  first  cause;  and  it  was  upoii 
the  testimony  of  such  correspondents  that  the  present  Bill 
was  built.    No  mandamus  had  been  applied  for  in  the 
King's  Bench,  and  therefore  the  questions  of  immunities 
were  to  be  actually  agitated  by  the  House  of  Lords.    If  two 
country  justices  were  to  disagree'  on  any  point,  and  the 
dispute  was  too  trivial  for  the  Quarter  ^'ssions,  it  was  io 
be  brought  before  the  House  of  Lords.    The  part  of  the 
Bill  which  went  to  force  the  Dissenting  Ministers  to  be 
moral,  after  the  ftshion  of  the  noble  Lord,  was  new  and' 
offensive,  and  tyrannical.    This  was  the  distinct  meaning 
of  the  noble  Lord.     He  would  manufacture  the  Dissenting 
Ministers  into  precisely  such  men  as  he  would  wish  to  hav« 
preaching  to  himself ;  but  this  was  not  the  s|)ecies  of  preacher 
that  the  Dissenters  chose.    This  attempt  of  measuring  the 
morality  of  the  Dissenting  Minister  by  the  noble  LtMrd's 
private  conceptions,  was  totally  opposed  to  the  principles 
of  the  Toleration  Act,  and  was  calculated  to  be  eminently 
oflensive  and  vexatious.     What  was  the  mode  of  qualifica^ 
tion  ? '  They  must  find  six  housekeepers  to  vouch  for  their 
morality.    And  who  were  those>  that  were  to  have  the  power- 
of  bringing  forward  six  housekeepers  to  speak  to  character, 
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or  who  itm  to  deny  to  the  Dimhtere  tbe  right  of  ha¥in«r 
homble  men  for  their  teachd^?    Soppoie  fire  hundred 
paopers  chote  to  hesr  idlgion  from  a  man  of  their  own 
choosing  and  of  their  own  cfana,  was  it  to  be  said,  that  (he 
desire  was  heyond  what  might  be  permitfed,  and  yet  where 
was  this  teacher  to  6nd  his  six  hoosekeefHns;  vouchers  ?    Or 
was  the  ailment  to  be  perristcd  in  by  those  men  who  were  so 
ready  toboast  of  their  attachment  to  relii^ioo,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge as  one  of  its  glories,  that  it  had  risen  by  (he  laboars  of 
bomble  meOf  not  uMidy  wiihont  dependancc  on,  but  in  oppo- 
aitiooto  the  wealth, and  influence,  and  power  of  the  grea<  of 
ibis  work)?    Yetit  was  not  enouj^h  for  the  Bill,  that  the  Dis*   ' 
sentinf  Minister  should  be  devout  and  learned,  but  that  he 
sbonla  be  proftd  so  to  his  congregation.     How  ?  by  the 
swiature  ot  six  housekeefpers*     Was  his  ordeal  to  end  here  ^ 
No;  the  judgment  of  the  six  housekeepers  was  to  be  revised 
by  a  country  Justice,  before  the  Dissenting  oon^re^tinn 
could  be  secure  of  the  teacher  whom  they  had  originally 
chosen  for  his  fitness.    The  article  on  rrobationeni  was 
pnjustand  absurd.    When  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  Dis- 
senting pulpit,  a  number  of  candidates  usually  appeared, 
who  were  to  give  evidence  of  their  qualities,  by  prciichingy 
before  they  nad  or  could  have  obtained  an  appointment. 
By  the  operation  of  the  article  now  alluded  to,  those  young 
men  would  be  subjected  to  the  horrid  penalties  of  the  Con* 
venticie  Act.    If  this  Bill  were  to  pass,  they  would  find 
50,000    Methodist    Teachers    applying    immediately    for , 
licences,  for  fear  of  prosecution.     But  though  the  regular 
M etliodist  Teachers  might  not  have  an^  thing  to  fear  from  a 
prosecution  of  that  nature,  since  the  wise  statute  of  Annci— 
the  whole  important  body  of  the  Itinerants  would  be  ex- 
posed to  peculiar  hazanl.     The  noble  Lord  (Sidraouth) 
bad  spoken  of  having  had  the  approbation  of  many  n^spcc- 
table  Di»enters  on  the  Bill-,  but  he  (Lord  Holland)  Jhad 
conversed  with  many  on  the  subject,  and  he  had  not  found 
one  who  did  not  decidedly  disapprove  of  it  altogether.  The 
Bill  was  completely  at  variance  with  the  original  idea 
thrown  out  to  the  House,  as  he  understood  it ;  and  he 
could  not  doubt  that  it  was  at  variance  with  all  that  he  had 
ever  learnt  to  revere  as  tl^e  genuine  principles  of  religious 
liberty.     (Hear^  heart) 

Lord  Stanhope  never  fctt  more  pleasure  in  his  whole  par- 
liamentary life  than  he  bad  done  on  this  very  day ;  and  if 
any  one  asked  him  .the  reason,  he  would  tell  them^  it  was 
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at  the  immeiMe  heap  of  peCiiionB  that  wai  then  ftMired  upon 
their  floor,  and  piled  upon  their  table,  and  all  acaintt  thk 
"wretched  Bill.  He  liked  this,  beeause  a  kind  of  silhr  talk 
had  been  goini^  abroad,  that  there  was  ao  public*  lie  had 
always  thought  otherwise.  And  he  saw  to«day  that  there 
was  a  public,  and  a  public  opinion »  and  apnUic  spirit. 
He  saw  it  in  the  multitude  of  petitions  sent  up  on  to  short 
a  notice ;  and  he  was  rejoiced  to  find  it  aliye,  aotive,  and 
energetic.  He  would  not  talk  of  the  Bill ;  that  was  dead 
and  gone :  and  it  would  be  beneath  a  man  of  sense  to  quar* 
rel  with  the  carcase.  (A  laugh)*  The  Bill  was  declarator j 
asvrell  as  active,  and  it  was  illegal  as  well  as  either.  He 
defied  all  the  lawyers  in  or  out  of  the  Hou»e  to  prove  that 
this  wretched  and  unfortunate  Bill  was  not  illegal.  ( Hear !) 
He  would  not  condescend  to  argue  every  ppint  of  it.  It 
was  unnecesMiry  to  argue  upon  what  was  beyond  humaa 
help.  It  was  all  over  with  the  Bill;  its  hour  was  come; 
the  Bill  was  dead  and  cone  ;  but  he  must  sav  something  on 
the  subject  however.  He  hated  the  name  of  the  Toleration 
Act.  He  hated  the  word  Toleration.  It  was  a  bc^garlyi 
narrow,  worthless  word  ;  it  did  not  go  for  enough.  He 
hated  Toleration,  because  he  loved  liberty.  (Heart) 
Tliere  Wks  not  a  man  in  that  House— not  one  among  the 
Law  Lord8*-not  one,  perhaps,  among  the  Bishops  them* 
selves,  that  had  read  so  many  of  our  religious  statutes  as  ha 
had.  He  had  read  nearly  three  hundred  of  those  statutes ; 
and  disgusting,  and  foolish,  and  wicked,  the  most  of  them 
were.  There  was  but  one  good  statute  that  he  s;iw,  and 
that  was  a  model  for  statutes ;  it  was  the  wisest  one  on 
religion  that  he  had  ever  seen.  It  was  a  statute  of  Edward 
VI.  which  abolished  the  whole  set  of  religions  statutes  before 
it — yes,  shovelled  them  away  all  at  once ;  it  was  the  best  of, 
statutes.  (Laughing).  Let  the  House  look  to  America  ; 
no  tithes  were  paid  there.  (Hear  I  hearl  from  Lord 
Hidmouth.)  Yes,  hear!  hear!  and  let  the  House  hear  the 
way  the  shrewd  American  reasoned  on  the  subject.  In  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  if  a  tnan  gave  the  Minister  a  bond  to 
piy  him  tithe,  the  penalty  would  not  be  recoverable  in  any 
Court  of  the  State.  And  what  did  the  American  say  ?  If 
the  Clergyman  does  his  duty,  he  will  make  his  p^pl^ 
honesty  and  then  he  won't  want  bonds  and  seals :  but  if  his 
people  are  not  honest,  and  won*t  keep  their  promises  with* 
out  being  tied  down  by  law,  why  the  Min&ter  has  not  done 
his  duty,  and  be  has  no  right  lo  be  paid.    AU^  theai  must 


hK9e  •  iigltt  to  cboaae  for  thenselircs  iq  matters  of  religion, 
•od  tliit  wwm  Doi  the  first  Ume  be  thought  so.  He  bad  made 
aome  atleaspts  at  removing  obnozioaa  persecuting  Acts  in 
tbe  last  SfSBioo  ;  and  be  now  gave  notice,  that  he  would  do 
tbe  fame  tbb  Session,  and  every  other  Session,  and  wonld 
eiaend  bis  motions  to  tbe  repeal  of  all  and  every  Act  of 
feligiotts  oppression. 

Mart  BmekinghamsUret  though  he  did  not  disapprove  of 
the  determination  of  his  noble  friend  (Sidmouih)  not  to  per- 

eie  in  the  Bill,  aft^  the  opposition  that  had  been  raani- 
~  towards  it,  was  still  convinced  that,  if  the  Bill  had 
been  snflRered  to  go  into  a  Committee,  it  would  have  come 
out  free  from  ma^y  of  the  objections  under  which  it  now 
biboored*  and  in  such  a  state  of  improved  legulation,  at 
would  bav^  reconciled  to  it  many  of  tuose  wha  now  se«*med 
hostile  to  its  principle  and  enactments.  He  could  not 
^Dj  that  tbe  Petitions  presented  against  this  Bill  were  nu* 
merotis,  and  that  they  contained  a  very  great  number  of 

2 natures.  He  could,  however,  by  no  means  persuade  him- 
fy  that  all  those  who  had  signed  the. Petitions  were  fully 
aware  of  that  against  which  they  petitioned ;  or  thar,  if  the 
matter  were  properly  explained  to  them,  they  would  not 
support,  rather  than  oppose  the  present  measure.  This  he 
knew,  that  bis  honourable  friend,  while  digestin<^  the 
present  Bill,  bad  received  such  communications  ontlie.snb* 
ject,  as  induced  him  to  believe,  that,  in  introducing  the  Bill, 
be  conferred  aboon  on  those  to  whom  it  releired,  and  that 
there  was  seldom  a  measure  introduced  into  ihiit  House, 
which  bad  given  more  eeneral  satisfacrion.  H'ra  noble 
friend  on  tbe  second  bench  (Lord  Holland)  had  stated  it  to 
be  his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  a  thing  for  the  advantage  of 
religion  tfaat  every  man  who  chose  it  should  become  a 
preacher-  or  teacher.  This' was  a  doctrine  in  which  he 
could  not  agree.  He  thought  it  would  be  extretnety  detri* 
mental  to  the  best  interests  of  religion,  and  dangerous  to  the> 
existence  of  any  Government,  t^i^at  this  shouia  be  counte- 
nanced. 

Lord  JSoIland  explained^  by  declaring  it  to  be  his  opi* 
iMOO,  that  though  every  one  of  the  jnumerous  subscribers  to 
the  Petitions  on  the  table  might  not  be  fully  acquainted 
with  every  minute  bearing  of  the  measure  against  which 
the  petitions  were  presented,  yet,  there  was  not  one  of  them^ 
vbo  was  not  aware  of  tbe  general  tendency  of  the  measure, 
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and  that  it  was  in^urioQsly  calcolated  to  restrain  tbem  in  tbe 
exercise  of  their  religious  doctrines.  As  to  the  statement 
attributed  to  him  bj  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Buckingham-' 
shire),  that  in  his  opinion,  every  person  who  chose  it,  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  preach  in  tbe  mode  he  thought  best^he  had 
not  gone  exactly  that  length  He  had  said^and  he  still 
maintained,  that  the  cause  of  religion  would  be  promoted 
by  allowing  all  those  who  thought  that  they  had  a  call  to 
preach  tbe  Gospel,  to  do  so,  to  tliose  who  liked  his  doc* 
trines,  without  disability  or  restraint  of  any  kind. 

Earl  Grey  said,  though  he  perceii'ed  that  his  noble  friend 
(Sidmouth)  did  not  mean  to  press  this  Bill  farther, yet,  after 
what  had  fallen  from  his  other  noble  friend  also-  on  the 
cruss-'bencb  (Lord  Buckinghamshire),  he  could  not  allow 
the  question  m  be  put  without  declaring  his  unchangeable 
objection  both  to  tbe  details  and  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
to  which  no  modifications  could  ever  reconcile  him.  The* 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  restraint— restraint  vexatious  and 
unciilied  for.  That  it  was  a  Bill  of  restraint,  ev^n  his  noble 
friend  (Sidmouth)  himself  had  not  denied  or  attempted  to 
disguise.  He  (Earl  Grey)  was  against  all  restraint.  He 
went  along  with  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Holland)  in  thinking 
Ibat  every  man  who  was  impi-cssed  with  the  belief  that  he 
had  n  call  to  preach,  ought  to  have  every  liberty  allowed 
him  to  do  so.  One  inconvenience  stated  to  result  from 
this  unlimited  liberty  had  been  stated  to  be  of  a  purely  civil 
nature,*  iiiasniuch  as  it  afforded  facilities  to  men  not  actu* 
ally  preachers,  but  who  pretended  to  he  so,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  that  character,  to  escape  certain  obligations  im« 
posed  on  the  other  subjects  of  the  country,  such  as  serving 
in  the  militia,  &c.  Judging  from  the  papers  on  the  table, 
be  could  not  see  the  force  or  justice  of  this  observation. 
For  the  last  40  years  the  number  of  persons  licenced  ap- 
peared to  have  been  about  11,000.  He  should  take,  how- 
ever, the  li^t  twelve  years.— ^Dividing  it  into  two  equal 
partj«,  it  appeared  that,  in  the  six  former  years,  the  number 
licenced  was  1,100,  and,  in  the  latter  six  years,  900^  so- 
that  the  number  bad  diminished ,  instead  of  increasing, 
anfl  the  present  measure,  instead  of  being  thereby  more 
peculiarly  called  for,  had  become  so  much  the  Jess  neces- 
sary. 

L9rd  Sidmouth^  in  reply,  observed,  that  he  would  not  be 
deterred  by  any  thing  that  bad  fallen  from  tbe  noble  I/>rd 
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who  bad  jnst  sal  down,  from  bnncrin^  before  their  Lord- 
shi|)s,  whatever  hig  own  sense  of  duty  siisgestt^  as  worthy 
their  at  trillion,  fie  left  k  to  their  LonUhips  to  decide» 
whether  the  law  on  thik  sn^Jet^t  ou^iit  to  be  left  in  us  pre* 
aeot  state  of  uncertainty.  The  quesdion  tor  the  second 
readini:  was  then  puti»  and  negatived  without  a  division.  The 
Biil  is  therrfl>re  thrown  oat. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,    MAY    €1. 

The  ChancfUor  of  the  Exchequer  brou^ht  up  some 
papers  by  « oniinand  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re* 

gent ;   the  hrst  of  which  was  a  copy  of   the   treaty  with 
is  Sicilian  Majesty.     Those  papers  were  ordered  to  lie  od 
the  table. 

The  House  was  tlien  summoned  to  the  House  of  Peers^ 
where  the  Royal  us^eat  was  given»  by  commissian,  to  the 
4,980^000/.  Loau  Bal,  the  innkeepers  Allowance  Bill,  and 
<to  several  private  Bills*. 

INVBMTIOII   OF    LIFC^PRBSERVBRS. 

Mr.  Whit  bread  ro^e  to  present  a  Petition  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  M.illison,  whb  had,  at  grt-at  expencc  and  la- 
bour, invented  and  brought  t<j  considerable  perfection,  a 
means  of  preserving  pen»ns  from  drowning.  Such  a  dis- 
tovery  biust  prove  veiy  advantageousi  lo  the  numbers  of  our 
countrymen  necessarily  employed  in  the  seas,  and  might  be 
therefore  considered  as  anattoiml  object,  which  entiiled  the 
|>etitioner  to  sobmit  his  claim  to  the  House.  It  was  his  in* 
tentioui  if  the  petition  was  received^  to  move  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  lie  ,on 
the  table.  ^ 

>1R.    PALHBIi's  CLAIMS. 

• 

Mr.  Palmer  said,  that  he  should  not  think  it  necessary 
pogorgl  any  great  length  into  a  statecoeot  of  ^  those  ctatmiSy 
which  bad  already  been  yery  fully  discussed.  In  the}  ear 
1^08,  after  a  very -aui pie  discussion,  the  House  bad  recog- 
jDised  the  claims  of  Mr.  Paloier  (his  father),  to  the  per«cen- 
lage  Oi  iginally  granted  him  on  the  improvement  of  the 
leveMues  of  the  JPoat-oSce.  A  Resolution  had  been  actu- 
ally passed  in  the  Oauoitiee,  for  a  graat  to  him  of  54j08/<» 

Vol.  hi— 1811.  8  P 
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OD  accauDt  of  this  €:hdin.  -  This  was  at  the  dose  of  a  Ses- 
sioQ,  and  the  Cfhancelbr  of  the  Excbeqaer  prevailed  upon 
the  House  to  withdraw  that  grant  from  the  appropriatioa 
paper.  Id  the  following  Ses»on  an  Address  was  voted  to 
the  Crown,  praying  that  the  claim  might  be  tried,  as  a 
question  of  law,  on  its  own  merits.  This  was  a  oourse  with 
which  Mr.  Palmer  would  have  been  perfectly  contented ; 
but  he  was  informed  by  his  Counsel^  that  there  were  diffi- 
culties in  the  case,  and  that  the  Address  of  the  House  was 
not  binding  on  the  Court  of  Law,  so  as  to,  have  the  claim 
tried  entirely  on  its  merits.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
was  obliged  again  to  appeal  to  the  House^  to  carry  its  own 
resolutions  into  effect.  The  course  that  he  should  now  take 
would  be  to  move  for  an  humble  Address  to  the  Prince 
Jtegenty  praying  him  to  grant  the  said  sum  of  MJWL 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Committee,  and  assuring 
him  that  the  House  would  make  good  the  same.  He  was 
aware  that  there  might  be  some  objection  to  this  in  point  of 
form.  It  was  usual  in  applications  for  money  to  present  a 
petition,  which  required  the  consent  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  on  the  par^of  the  Crown.  The  present  case 
was,  however,  differently  circumstanced.  This  was  not  a 
first  application,  but  it  was  an  appeal  to  the  House  to  carry 

.  their  own  resolution  into  effect.  When  the  JHouse  re- 
solved on  paying  the  debts  of  "Ms.  Pitt,  this  was  the  course 
taken  by  tnem;  They  addressed  his  Majesty  to  grant  the 
money,  and  promised  to  make  it  goodf.  If  the  House 
judged  that  a  proper  course  in  order  to  get  the  debts  of  an*  ^ 
other  individual  paid,  he  thought  they  should  have  no  ob- 

'  jection  to  taking  the  same  course,  m  order  to  pay  a  debt 
recognised  by  themselves  to  be  due  from  the  country  to  Mr. 
t^almer.    He  conclnded  by  moving  an  Address. 
Mr.  Sheridan  seconded  it. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  before  he  entered  into  the  snbject,  hq 
must  free  himself  from  the  imputation  of  having  been  al« 
ways  disinclined  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer.  In  the  year 
1784,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  every  assistance  to  the 
plan,  and  was  at  that  time  in  the  habits  of  friendship  with 
Mr.  Palmer.  Mr.  Pitt  .was  so  far  irom  wishing;  to  deal 
harshly  with  Mr.  Palmer,  that  when  the  dispute  first  brokfe 
out  between  the  Postmaster-general  and  him,  the  Postmas* 
ter-general  (Lord  Walsingham)  actually  conceived  for  three 
days  that  he  himself  was  removed  from  office.  It  was  per^ 
fectiy  understood  at  the  time,  that  the  §i  per  cent,  waa 
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ffiveo  to  Mr.  Palmer,  not  merely  as  a  reward  Tor  his  inYen- 
Hon,  bot  as  a  relaiDer  for  future  services.  Mr.  Pitt  was 
■ever  disincHned  to  Mr.  Palmer  until  it  waB  fully  disclosed 
to  htm,  that  instead  of  checking  and  controUing  the  ac- 
counts, as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done,  he  not  onlj'  neg« 
lected  that  duty,  but  instructed  the  officers  under  him  to 
violate  their  duties  alto,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the 
Postmaster-general.  1  nstead  of  accelerating  the  delivery  of 
l^tten,  it  appeared  in  evidence,  that  he  had  purposely  re- 
tarded the  delivery.  All  this  appeared  in  letters  in  Mr.  Pal- 
merV  own  hand-writing,  directed  to  Mr.  Bonner,  and  by 
other  incdntestaUe  evideiiJe-'  It  was  clearly  proved,  that 
instead  of  doing  his  duty  of  controUing  the  accounts,  he  had 
been  instrumental  in  the  passing  of  fabricated  accounts. 
Under  such  circumstances,  he  believed  that  there  was  not  a 
lawyer  in  the  House  who  would  not  sav,  that  if  his  situa- 
tion of  Comptroller  to  the  Post-office  had  been  a  patent  place 
aad  for  life,  the  patent  might  have  been  set  aside  on  a  scire 
fadasj  when  such  instances  of  gross  misconduct  in  his  office 
oad  been  fully  proved.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  clear 
Upon  the  prnnt  of  the  reward  being  given,  as  well  for  the 
control  and  superintendance  that  was  expeclcd  from  Mr. 
Palmer,  as  from  the  merit  of  the  invention.  In  this  part  of 
what  was  expected  of  him,  Mr.  Palmer  had  completely 
failed  in  his  duty.  It  was  on  those  grounds  principally 
that  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  address. 

Mr.  P.  Mocrt  observed,  that,  if  it  were  necessary  to  foI« 
low  the  right  honourable  gentleman  into  his  different  objec- 
tioas  to  the  motion,  it  would  be  easy  to  refute  them ;  but 
theie  would  be  no  use  in  dwelling  upon  such  objections,  as 
they  had  been  already  disposed  of  by  the  resolution  of  that 
House.  Mr.  PlEiImer  was,  in  his  opinion,  very  hardly  dealt 
with;  and, as  the  House  had  solemnly  recognised  his  claims, 
he  called  upon  them  to  fulfil  the  public  faith  pledged  by 
Parliament.  He  could  not  on  this  occasion  but  call  to  mind 
the  flourishing  representation  of  the  revenue  of  the  Post«* 
olioe,  made  last  night  by  th'e  right  honourable  gentleman 
^opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer).  He  had  taken 
down  his  words,  and  if  he  should  have  mistaken  him,  he 
shook!  be  happy  to  be  corrected.  All  this  improvement  in 
the  Poat-offioe  revenue  was  owing  to  Mr.  Palmer's  plan. 
Before  that  plan  was  put  in  execution,  the  communication 
between  London  and  the  out^ports,  by  letter,  took  place  but 
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.twice  or  thrre  times  a  wec*k,  ami  by  a  way,circuito«s,  preca« 
rious,  and  perilous.     Witbout  tl»e  Ixtiefil  of  this  pl-jn,  even 
the  teli'praph  in  time  of  war  mii^ht  be  siimetinies  itseiessi     It 
would  Ix*  aistrraci'ful  to  the  House  to  dishonour  its  own  re^' 
solnlion.     Mr.  Piit  eslinialeil  the  improvement  of   the  reve- 
nue ot  the  P(tet -office  under  the  p'an,  at  200^0/.  it  hadT 
actually  pro'luce.l,  arrorilin^  to  the  Ktniemeul  of  the  rieht 
honourable  <;entleman  hist  uitcht,  1,^7(5,000/.  and  the  rising 
proi^rehs  uf  it  over  thb»  amount  even  \kn»  represented  m  but-- 
ficieiit  to  aflord  the  relief  prayi^d  for  by  Seolland.     VV  lien  he 
looked  to  the  indirect  revenue  to  nhioh  it  led,  on  horses, 
servants,  equipmeius^  &r.  he  eould  not  estimate  the  whole 
ath'Sb  tltnn  18  or  1,000.000/.    Tins  he  considered  the  rotitie* 
quence  ol  Mr.  Pdhner*^  plan^  am^  for  these  reasons  be  should 
support  the  motitm. 

Mr.  W.  Dnndtts  having  been  the  Chairman  of  the  Com* 
mittt^e  in  i7y7,iriis1ed  he  \iouUI  be  excused  for  stating  the 
grounds  of  his  opposition  \o  diis  motion.    Every  one  would 
•  be  ready  to  admit  ihe  utility  of  the  plan  ;  but  the  question 
now  WHS,  what  had  Mr.  P:dmer contracted  to  do?     It  was 
uot  for  him  to  cm vii  at  what  the  House  had  thought  pro|)cr 
to  do  in  lh07;  but  Ik>  was  at  a  loss  to  know  why,  without 
any  new  fact,  any  fresh  evidence  having  i^een  proiluced,  the 
former  decision  of  the  House  had  been  departed  from.     For 
himself  he  entered    into  all  the    feelings   of   compassion 
towards  the  individual,  and  felt  the  hi^rhest  r(*s|3ect  tor  bis 
bonoij^rabie  relative,  who  had,  whenever  this  business  was 
under  consideration y  behaveil  with  the  gnmtest  propriety, 
Uut  all  he  should  ask  was,  whether  Mr.  Pidmer  had  ful- 
filled his  contract?     Had  he  not  suliorned  his  deputy  to 
retard  the  delivery  of  letters  when  it  was  his  duty  teacceler 
rate  it  ? 

Mr.  W,  f'^^riNf,  in  addition  to  the  grounds  of  objeHion 
stated  by  the  right  honourabie  jsrentleman  opposite,  felt  ai| 
objection  of  an  e^irlicr  date  to  this  motion.  If  the  resolution 
of  iSOS  decided  this  question,  he  would  albw  that  they 
ought  uot  now  to  bediseu^'^ing  it  But  though  an  Act  may 
have  passed  ilia'  House;  yv\^  if  thrown  out  by  the  Lords,  it 
woulii  be  a  tair  subject  ot  discussion,  on  lieing  in  another 
Session  brouglu  in  again.  The  objection  lie  felt  was  as  to 
the  legality  oH  the  original  contract  undor  which  Mr.  Pal* 
roerclaiuK'd.  He  doubted  whether  any  Minister  of  the 
Crpwn  had  the  power  to  mortgage  any  part  of  the  public 
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reveniie^rt  sncli  a  way  durinc^  the  life  of  the  person  to  whom 
^  be  may  think  pro|)er  io  scrant  it.  The  Minister,  no  doubt , 
hod  thecommnii  I  of  the  public  p^irse,  but  should  have  the 
snnclion  of  P;iHianient  for  such  a  ^rarit  in  reward  even  of 
merit.  He  denied  that  all  ihe  increase  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Post-office  wus  to  be  attribnied  to  Mr.  Palmer's  plan.  If 
the  Hou^e  should  but  took  to  the  number  of  canals  and 
docks,  and  other  public  works,  which  had  taken  place  all 
over  the  kingdom,  they  would  perceive  (he  necessary  in- 
crense  of  that  revenue  from  tlie  correspondence  ^that  grew 
out  of  them.  If  even  the  agreement  had  been  valid  in  the 
iirst  instance,  which  he  denied,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Palmer 
had  been  such  as  to  set  it  aside,  though  his  claim  h^d  been 
derivrtl  from  a  (latent.  Such  was  his  notiou  of  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Ptdmer,  that  he  thought  he  might  have  been  indicted 
for  a  conspiracy. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton  stated  most  decidedly,  that  new  facts, 
leading  to  new  inferences,  had  come  out  before  the  Commit- 
tee in  1807.     But  the  honourable  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  had,  he  confessed,  given  quite  a  new  vkw  of  the  case. 
That  honourable  Member  objetted  io  the  legality  of  the  ori- 
ginal agreement:  but  if  a  Minister  should  <larc  to  disavow 
such  an  ai^reement,  that  tlouse,  while  the  public  was  deriv- 
ing the  benefit  of  it,  would  not  fail  to  give  the  individual 
compensation.    The  honoumble  and  learned  gentleman,  too, 
bad  said  that  Mr.  Palmer  might  have  been  indicted  for  a 
conspiracy  for  his  conduct,     indicted!  yes,  upon  garbled 
.   extracts ;  and  yet  he  would  defy  theingenuity  of  that  learn* 
ed  gentleman,  or  any  of  the  learned  gi^ntlemen  opposite,  to 
frame  an  indictment  for  a  conspiracy  that  would  apply  to 
this  case.     A  misdemeanour  it  might  be  construeii   to  be, 
but  no  conspiracy.     The  c|uestion  was,  whetiierilic  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  was  not  binding  upon  it  to  satisfy  this 
claim.     Ho  contended  ii  was,  whilst   it  remained  on   the 
journ^rls;  though  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  tt  might  be 
discussed.    It  appeared  throughout  the  whole  of  the  corre- 
spondence, thai  Mr.  Palmer's  great  complaint  was,  that  he 
was  constantly  thwarted   in  carrying  his  plan  into  execu- 
tion.    He  had  undertaken  to  clear  the  Augean  stable — that 
Herculean  task,  which,  if  he  could  have  effected^  would 
have  put  a  stop  to  the  practice^  wh:ch  prevailed  in  the  de- 
partment, and  left  the  persons  employed  in  it  to  be  cctntent 
with  th»Mr  bare  salaries.     It  was  they,  then,  that  had  com- 
bined al^tiiust  hiui.     It  was  tliey  ibut  had  been  guiky  of  » 
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conspiracy  against  him.  Was  it  then  for  the  House  of 
Commons  to  refuse  a  just  claim »  because  the  viper  who  had 
been  taken  to  Mr.  Palmer's  bosom,  had  stung  nisbenefac* 
tpr  ?    It  Wiis  to  be  recollected  that  this  viper  had  got  his 

Elace.  U  Mr.  Palmer  had  been  guilty  of  indiscretioti,  be 
ad  been  punished— he  bad  been  dismissed  from  his  office: 
but  bis  contract  could  not  be  got  rid  off.  He  trusted^  virhen  ' 
it  was  known  that  the  public  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  plan» 
that  that  House  would  give  effect  to  its  former  resoluttoo 
by  agreeing  to  the  motion. 

Mr,  Long  f^poke  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  wished  to  state  shortly  hit  opinion  upon  ' 
Mr.  Palmer's  claim,  which  remained  precisely  the  same  as  • 
when  he  last  addres8(*d  the  House  upon  the  subject.  He 
was  confident  that  the  arguments  or  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  were  not  such  as  to  persuade  tlie  House 
to  depart  from  the  decision  which  it  bad  come  to  three 
years  ago,  and  which  it  had  been  attempted  to  carry  into 
effect  last  year.  This  decision  had  been  founded,  not  apoh 
compassion^  but  upon  the  justice  of  the  case.  He  besought 
tlie  House  to  consider  what  had  been  the  inerits  of  Mr. 
Palmer,  when  it  was  owing  to  his  plan  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) bad  been  able  to  make  so  triumphant  a  statement 
of  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  Post-office  revenue, 
without  finy  addition  to  the  duties  on  postage.  Without 
the  benefit  of  that  plan,  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  such  a 
revenue.  He  agreed  with  his  learned  friend^  that  (he  ex« 
emption  of  the  maiUcoaches  from  toll,  was  a  fraud  upon  the 
turnpike  trusts;  and  he  was  glud  to  find  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  whatever  may  have  induced  him  to  alter 
his  opinion,  admit,  that  some  relief  may  be  given  to  the 
petitioners  whose  petition  the  noble  Lord  (Binning),  had 
presented,  provided  the  report  of  the  Committee  should  re« 
commend  that  measure.  It  had  been  at  first  intended  that 
Mr.  Palmer  should  have  had  a  patent;  but  then  it  was 
found  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  stood  in  the  way,  and  no 
patent  was  issued.  But  if  he  had  a  patent,  it  was  the  opi* 
nion  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  of 
Lord  Erskine,  of  his.  Maje%^y's  Attorney-General,  and  of 
Ills  honourable  and  learned  friend  Mr.  Adam,  that  the 
patent  X!Ould  not  have  been  disturbed.  This  was  the  opi. 
nion  of  those  learned  persotis;  and  beahould  abide  by  their  . 
opinion,  rather  than  tne  legal  opinions  of  the  right  honour* 
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able  George  Rose.  GeDtlemen  talked  of  an  indlctmenr  for 
a  coQspiracji  i^ut  be  would  not  take  upon  him  to  decide 
vbetlier  it  would  or  would  not  lie.— Some  learned  gentle* 
ineD  were  of  one  opinion,  and  some  of  another.  One 
things  however,  he  would  mention,  that  a  Mr.  Wilson  had 
given  in  a  voluntary  affidavit,  stating  that  he  had  been  in- 
structed by  Mr.  Palmer  to  insert  false  items  in  bis  accounts* 
Upon  bis  cross-examination,  however,  he  said,  that  he  had 
received  ibe  directions  from  Mr.  Bonner,  and  that  he  con-' 
sidered  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Booner  as  one  and  tbe  same 
in  that  respect.  He  was  ready  to  stand,  and  to  stand  only, 
Qn  the  justice  of  Mr.  Palmer's  claims,  who  called  upon  the 
House  of  Commons  this  night  to  make  good  th^ir  repeated 
decisions.  There  was  no  man  in  that  House  who  would 
venture  to  say  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  been  sufficiently  remu- 
nerated. Was  there  any  man  on  any  side  who  could  say 
so?  If,  however,  there  were  those  who  thought  that  tbie 
»um  proposed  was  too  large,  let  them  propose  a  smaller  one; 
but  let  this  claim, not  go  from  the  House  of  Commons  with* 
outHhat  ipistice  which  its  right  demanded. 

Mr.  D.  Giddy  resisted  the, claims  of  Mc.  Palmer,  as 
made  on  the  ground  of  right ;  but  still  he  must  say,  that  if 
be  hereafter  threw  himself  on  the  liberality  of  tbe  House,  he 
had  not  made  up  his  mind  to  be  entirely  hostile  to  such  aa 
application. 

Mr.  FuUer  said,  upon  his  word  be  never  heard  argu- 
toenta  in  his  life  more  in  the  favour  of  any  man  than  those 
which  had  been  urged  in  favour  of  Mr.  Palmer.  The  op- 
position to  his  claims  arose  from  those  whose  foolish  and 
idle  adherence  to  Mr.  Pitt  led  them  to  support  all  his  plans. 
Mr.  Pittl-^Poor  man,  he  died  poor!--<jlive  Mr.  Palmer 
bis  remiineration— -more  than  a  salary.  What  was  a  salary 
to  him?  He  had  a  family  and  children,  and  he  wanted  to 
get  tfaem  handsomely  off  his  bands ;  and  not  to  say  k)  them 
whtn  he.was  dying,  '*  There  now,  you  go  out — out  like  the 
snuff  of  41  candle.'^'  Why  did  they  not  refer  this  claim  to 
twelve  men  ?  Why  not  refer  it  to  three  men,  three  Masters 
in  Chancery  ?  (A  laugh.)  The  narrow  policy  which  that 
House  pursued  with  respect  to  private  inventious,^ought  to 
cease— it  had  involved  the  nation  in  war.  Yes,  by  refusing 
an  eminent  artist  the  paltry  pittance  of  TOO/,  a  year,  he 
'Vent  off  with  his  invention  of  flying  artillery  to  Dumourier. 
and  gained  bim  bis  first  advantages.    There  was  a  iriend 
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of  his  own,  too',  bj  the  bye,  who  had  in  vented  the  famous 
sliells  that  diBpersed  caTalry  in  such  a  style  as  never  was 
Seen ;  they  would  not  i^ive  him  any  thin^ ;  because,  indeed^ 
he  Was  a  mnn  of  fortune.  I'hus  to  save  »  paltry  sum. 
They  ruined  themselves — they  lost  the  hog  for  a  halfpenny- 
worth of  tar. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  obliged  to  risk 
even  the  good  opinion  of  the  hoiiotirahle  Baronet  opposite 
fSir  Thomas  Torton),  in  defence  of  what  he  considered 
right.  If  he  had  to  reproach  himself  with  any  thing,  it 
would  be  w'rth  having  allowed  this  question  to  come  on  as 
it  had  done;  a  concession,  however,  which  he  hi\d  made 
after  the  example  ol'  his  predecessor.  The  conduct  of  Mr. 
Palmer,  when  in  office,  was  such,  that  even  had  he  held  his 
plAce  under  a  patent,  he  ought  to  have  been*  deprivcil  of  it. 
'When  he  first  made  his  claims,  in  Mr.  Pitt's  life-time,  and 
near  the  period  oi  his  bargain*  Chey  were  rejected ;  4iad  after 
'that  rejection,  he  lay  qurec  till  after  Mr.  Pitt's  death,  a 
period  of  eight  or  nine  years.  With  what  face,  then,  cduld 
ne  now  appear  before  the  House,  at  a  distanc^^f  time  in 
which  they  must  be  much  le>6  competent  to  decide  the 
justice  of  hrs  demand,  than  they  were  at  a  time  when  they 
judged  it  ought  to  be  rejected  after  full  investigation,  and 
•Jiving  evidence?  He  saw  some  gentlemen  opposite  now 
very  ardently  supporting  this  claim,  which,  convinced  m 
his  conscience  he  was^  had  it  been  bi[0u^ht  forward  -by  Go- 
vernment, they  would  without  hesitation  have  pironoimced 
to  l)e  one  of  the  most  flagrant  and  abominable  jobs  that 
ever  originated  with  a  Minister.  The  case  was  this:  Mr, 
Bftlmer  had  for  his  invention  received  an  office,  lotonected 
with  the  faithful  discharge  of  which  be  was  to  4tkve  a  pe- 
cuniary remuneration.  He  had  by  most  gross  misc^onduct 
proved  himself  unworthy  of  his  office,  and  of  course  his 
emolument  censed :  }*et,  on  his  dismissal  he  had  recmed 
3,000/.  a  year:  and  with  this,  in  his  opinion,  he  •ought  to 
'  be  Qontent  and  grateful.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
here  read  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Palmer>  to  prove  his 
misconduct  when  in  office;  and  from  a  review  or  this,'he 
had  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  him  guilty  of  a  gross  coa- 
spiracy  with  those  beneath  him,  for  the  purpose  of  frustra* 
ting  the  object  for  which  he  was  appointed,  namely,  the 
acceleration  of  the  distribution  of  letters.  '  Having  f;oae 
through  the  matter  of  the  claim,  he  must  now  fttfer  to  the 
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manner  in  which  n  was  attempted  to  be  carried;  and  ibis 
be  must  call  most  one  onstitutional.  1'hey  were  to  addreaMi 
the  PriDce.  Re'jent  tr>  nffvanee  the  tnoney,  and  to  promiae 
thai  Farliaineni  woutu  make  it  sood  From  what  was  be 
to  advaiH*e  it,  or  what  right  had  they  to  promise  that  Pariia* 
inent  would  make  it  good  f  Why  should  ihey  promise  folr 
the  House  pf  Lot ds;  and  that  in  a  matter  in  wliiih  thejr 
were  doing  all  they  could  to  frustrate  their  decision  ?  la 
his  opinion*  neither  the  merits  nor  mode  of  this  claim  ooald 
be  justly  supported. 

Mr.  Shtrifian  said,  he  was  particularly  desirous  to  make 

aome  observations  on  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  ho* 

nourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down;  for  a  nioreun^* 

constitutional  doctrine  he  had  never  heard  delivered  in  that 

House.     He  believed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 

the  first  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  had  ever  thought 

t  necessary  to  appeal   to  the    House  of  Lords  in  a  case 

l^icb  related  to  the  disposal  of  the  public  money.     If  hift 

•T;<  trine  were  true,  how  came  it  that  ihe  Land  and  Malt 

^^>  was  A^ays  voted,  and  the  money  advanced  upon  it, 

g^  long  before  a  Bill  was  brought  into  ihat  House;  and  where 

bad  been  the  instance  in  which  the  I^ords  had  sisrnified  any 

opposition  to  it?     If  such  a  thing  could  be  supposed,  the 

Bank  would  act  very  idly  in  advancing  ihe  money  before 

the  Bill  had  passed  both  Houses.     With  respect  to  the  ar- 

Surment  of  not  renewing  the  applicatian  after  the  year  1797, 
uring  the  life-time  of  JSlr.  Pitt,  he  thought  there  wa&a  very 
l^d  reason  to  be  given ;  Mr.  Piti  was  as  persevering  a  maa 
Us  Mr.  Palmer,  with  rather  more  power  at  hi<)  command ; 
but  though  Mr.  Palmer  did  not  actually  bring  forward  his' 
case  before  Parliament,  he  never  ceased  to  keep  up  his 
claim  in  the  memory  of  his  friends,  and  to  apply  to  them 
for  advice  how  to  act;  and  they  were  all  of  opinion,  that  to 
•bring  it  forward  again  during  Mr.  Pitt's  administratioP| 
would  be  at  least  fruitless.  Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  bud  it  in 
bis  power  to  speak  very  decidedly  on  tins  subject,  because 
the  plan  had  first  been  shown  to  him  when  S(?cretary  to  the 
Treasury,  during  the  administration  of  the  Duke  of  Port<»- 
land  ;  and*  when  that  Administration  went  out,  be  told  3klr. 
PiitVhat  had  been  the  intention  of  that  noble  Duke  and 
Lord  John  Cavendish  ;  which 'was,  *to  give  a  salary  of  a 
certam  sum /or  life,  and  a  per^centage.  lie  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
knew  before  ihis  the  nuQierous  cabals  and  plots  diat  were 
V0L.IU.— 18U.  9Q 
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batched  against  Mr.  P»lmer|  by  thoie  who  were  interested 
te  opposing  this  reform ;  eod  be  was  convinced,  in  his  own 
ntud,  that  Mr.  Paieier  would  stand  but  a  poor  chance  if  he 
were  not  peroiitted  to  clear  the  office  of  all  those  private  op* 
pofersof  what  they  called  innovation.'   This.was  what  Mr. 
Falmer  wished  to  effect,  and  was  tbe  cause  of  his  acting  as 
he  then  did.    To  suppose  that  he  bad  the  most  distant  in- 
tentioD  to  (iiminish  the  revenue  of  the  office*  was  evidently 
xidieulotts.    His  own  per«centage  was  a  sufficient  secarity 
against  that,  for  he  could  not  lessen  the  one  without  in  an 
cc|«ai  de|;ree  injuring  the  other.  '  if  Mr.  Palmer  had  been 
ouiky  of  the  foul  and  abominable  conspiracy  with  which 
file  right  honourable  gentleman  charged  him,  how  came 
Mr,  rkt  to  give  lum  3fiOOL  a  year?    Had  he  been  a  oon- 
spirator,  this  would  ba?e  been  an  act  of  great  injustice  ta 
the  public  in  Mr.  Pitt*    He  (Mr.  Sheridan)  thought  Mr*  ' 
Palmer  was  right  in  accepting  this  3,000/.  a  year  while  her 
could  get  it,  thoegh  to  his  <Mr.  Sheridan's)  knowledge,  tig 
Pitt  had  always  protested  against  it,  as  a  breach  of  the  ort^ 
gitial  contract*    He  hoped  tbe  honourable  Officii  the  rela* 
tive  of  Mr.  Palmer^  who  brongbt  forward  the  preaeot  mo» 
tton,.  would  not  take  tbe  advice  given  to  him  to  withdraw 
it;  but  that  he  would  depend  on.the.honoar  and  justice  of 
the  House,  rather  than  its  charity,  which  tbe  giver  of  tbe 
advice  had  promised  to  prociure  in  bis  favour.    lie  (Mr» 
^heridan)  thought  M«.  PaJmer  a  most  injured  man.    He 
ROW  offered  to  give  up  50,000/.  a  vear,  wbidh  his  per-cen* 
tage  would  have  amounted  to,  andi  onljr  asked  for  50,000/. 
in  the  whole.    This  was  an  act  of  justice  which  he  hoped 
the  House  would  this  night  render  him. 

Mr.  Croker,  Mr.  Ryder,  and  the  Solicitor-Generil^  spoke 
against  tbe  motion;  and  Mr*  Jekyll  in  fiivoor  €»f  it* 
On  a  division^  the  numbers  were  :*-> 

For  the  Motion         •        •        •        •        .    lOT 
Against  it         ......      42 

Majority  in  favour  of  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim   •      65 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

I 

*  WBDNCSDATi  MAT  2t^ 

,  I  ME.  palmer's  claim. 

The  Earl  ^  IMbm  eMei  tbe  attMtloa  of  the  House  to 
the  votes  of  the  House  of  Comrooos  of  last  night,  by  which 
it  appeared,  that  an  Address  had  been  voted  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  praying  his  Royal  Highiiess  to  order  the  sum  of 
64,600/.  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Palmer.  He  wished  pattiquUMrl/ 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lofdships  to  this  cirennistanc^ 
they  having  on  n  forner  oceatioo  decided  against  the  claioi 
of  wit*  Palnicr* 

Tke  Earl  of  LmdofdaU  thonght  it  highly  praper  thiit 
their  Loidships'  attention  shoald  be  eallra  to  the  eircumr 
elaooe ;  the  House  of  G>niiBons  having,  with  respect  to  this 
ekim,  been  fully  aware  that  their  l^dships  had  decide^ 
agninst  it.  It  was  destructive  of  their  Lordships*  privileges  ^ 
as  a  bianA  of  the  Legislature  for  the  House  of  CdoimoHs  t0 
take  upon  itsrif  to  legtslaie,  and  osore  peculiarly ,  where  their 
Lordships  had  previously  given  a  sc^enin  decisbn  to  the 
contrary,  of  which  the  present  cest  was  a  most  flagrant  in^ 


Tkt  Emi  of  Moim  cauhl  not  agm  la  the  iisrtioe  of  ihip 
lieeasion  cf  their  LoitUiips  rcspectiiig  Mr.  Palni^r's  clair% 
and  he  oonfessed  that  nothing  ever  gave  more  pain  to  his 
wind  than  that  decision.  He  also  thought  that  previous  to 
that  decision,  there  was  not  a  sufficieat  investigation  of  the 


'  The  Earl  of  JiarrotAtf  supported  the  argument  of  tbe 
Earl  of  Lauderdale,  aad  observed  tiiat  a  recoropcnce  had 
been  granted^  when  punishment  ought  to  have  been  iur 
liictod. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  ttaied,  in  answer  to  tjie  Earl  of 
\j  that  he  was  on  the  Committee  relative .  to  Mr. 
Palmer's  claim,  and  that  every  attention  was  given  to  the 
doe  inveslitttion  of  the  subject. 

The  Dtdce  of  Norfolk  washed  to  know  if  any  notice  o( 
Hllbtion  was^'given. 

'^The  Earl  of  Radmr  declined  giving  anv  notice,  being 
satisfied  with  bating  called  the  attsntion  of  we  House  to  (^ 
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After  a  frw  words  from  ihv  Earl  of  Lauderrlale  and  the 
Duke  of  Norf<dk|  the  convenaiioa  ended. — Adjourned  till 
Friday. 


HOUSE  OF  CX)MMON& 

» 

TTKDNESDAY,  MAY  S2.    , 
SBCUIiITT    FBOM   6HIPWRBCK. 

Mr.  Whilbread  TOBe  1o  call  the  atfenlionoftbe  House  to 
(be  Petition  of  Mr.  Mailison>  prrsieiited  by  him  yesterday, 
'prnyinf^  for  an  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  an  inv<*ntioii  for 
prest^rvinfep  the  lives  of  seamen  in  cases  of  shipwreck.  Sec 
The  f ilan,  he  stated,  had  been  brotierht  forward  two  years 
a^ro,  Bnd  tl>e  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  he  hims<*lf,  and  various 
others  had  subscribed,  with  a  view  to  have  the  merits  of  the 
invention  brou^^hi  to  the  test.  The  resnlt  of  the  experiments 
was  a  favourable  imprpssion  as  to  the  utility  of  this  plan* 
The  invention  was  indeed  very  simple^lt  consislM  merely 
pf  a  piece  of  cork  nnited  by  a  strap,  such  as  boys  often  swim 
upon.  But  the  mode  of  application  whs'  new^  and  the 
simplicity  of  the  thini^  was  no  good  srround  of  objection  ta 
it.  He  had  referred  it  to  some  naval  friends,  Captains 
Ballantyoe  and  Paeet,  who  bad  tried  it,  and  stated  that  it 
was  efiectuai,  for  that  no  man  who  had  it  on  could  sink  or 
drown.  He  therefore  had  thought  it  bis  duty  to  present 
the  Petition  yesterday ;  and  he  would  now  move  for  a  Com* 
mittee  to  take  it  into^onsideration. 

Mr.  Croker  would  not  oppose  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee,  if  the  House  tbouifht  proper  to'agree  to  the 
motion;  but  he  would  propisethe  names' of  some  geAtlemen 
Gonnerted  with  the  Admiralty.  This  was'in  truth  no  in* 
vention  at  all.  Jt  w^is  exactly  what  (hey  had  all  often  swam 
upon— 'two  pieces  of  cork,'  with  the  addition  indeed  of  a 
covering  of  green  baize,  and  a  strap  instead  of  ^  rope.  Of 
the  eighty^seven  inventions  presented  to  the  Admiralty 
Board  within  these  few  years,  thi^wasthe  worst  and  the 
most  simple.  Colonel  Hanger  had  pret»ented  a  very  ingenious 
one.  The  Admiralty  stated  to  him^  that  his  invention  was 
completely  effectual  for  keeping  a  man  afloat ;  but  it  wnssp 
cumbersome  that  be  could  do  nothing  eke  wilb  it.  He'ad<- 
verted  to  the  furious  attack  .made  on  the  Admiralty  Board^^ 
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by  Mr.  M(>Hison  for  their  illeipl  ahd  hellish  opposition  to 
bis  plan ;  aail  concluded  by  st»lin^,  that  it  w,a8  too  tridin^ 
for  any  gentlrman  to  waste  his  time  upon. 

.  Mr,  none  had  no  doubt,  that  the^  invention  was  effectual 
to  its  object,  thoufifh  it  was  certainly  a  very  simple  one. 
But  he  diil  not  think  the  simplicity  of  the  invention  a 
serious  s^round  of  objection.  It  ^was  little  else  than  the 
corh  jacket  in  use  lon^jr  before ;  but,  Mr.  Mallison  cer* 
tainly  appeared  t6  have  the  merit  of  applyln^r  it  to  a  oev 
purpose. 

Mr.  WkUhread^  in  reply  to  Mr/Croker,  observed,  that 
Mr.  Hoj2:arth,  the  inimitabie  caricaturist,  had  ridioi^ed  the 
extravas^ant  taste  for  projects,  by  representing  a  poncleroos 
machine  for  drawing  a  cork  out  of  a  bottle.  But  he  never 
before  heard  of  an  attempt  to  turn  an  useful  discovery  into 
ridtcale,  merely  on  account  of  its  simplicity.  The  lionnur* 
able  gentleman  had  8aid>  that  one, of  the  roost  ingenious 
inventions  submitted  to  the  Admiralty,  was  too  cumliersome 
to  enable  th^  man  who  had  it  on  to  do  any  thing  else  than 
float.  But  this  plan  was  not  of  this  description,  for  a  sea- 
man who  had  it  on  might  do  any  part  of  his  duty.  He  tbeii 
read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Capt.  Ballant^^ne,  stating^ 
that  if  he  had  these  jackets  on  tjoard,  much  anxirty,  as  to 
the  safety  of  his  crew,  would  be  removed  from  his  mind* 
When  a  boat  went  on  dangerous  service  the  Captains 
would  take  car^  that  the  men  were  furnished  with  these 
jackets. 

Captain  Paget  stated  his  conviction  of  the  utility  of 
the  plan ;  a  conviction  founded  on  experiments  made  by 
himself. 

Mr.  Charles  Adams  adverted  to  the  circumstance  that 
a  man  with  this  jacket  on  could  do  any  part  of  his 
duty  in  the  same  manner  as  without  it ;  a  circumstance 
vrhicb  he  considered  as  the  distinguishing  feature  of  its 
merit. 

Mr.  CrokfT  explained. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  following  gentle- 
men, among  others,  appointed  to  compose  the  Committee: 
w-Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  Hose,  Mr.  Whitbread,  General  Fer- 
guson, Mr.  W.  Pole,  Admiral  Harvey,  Inml  Cnstlereagh, 
and  Captain  Paget :  to  whom  the  following  gentlemen  were 
added  by  Mr.  Croker — Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  Mr.  Buller, 
itsp  ftobinson,  and  Captain  Bcresford*        • 


\ 

tot  THK  FARLIAMJBNTARY    REQlgTBK.  [coif. 

COTTON"    WOOL. 

Mr,  Percent  moved  the  committal  of  tbe  Cotton  Wool 
Duty  Bill. 

Sir  Robert  Peek  oposecl  it  on  tht  ground  of  the  impolicy 
of  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  raw  material,  especially  at  a 
time  when  the  cofton  mantifncturers  were  starving.  There 
was  hardly  an  instance  in  which  a  tax  had  been  laid 
on-  the  raw  material.  He  hoped  this  tax  would  not  be^ 
persevered  in,  and  inquired  of  the  ^honourable  gentleman 
opposite,  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of  Lan* 
cflftel^whether  any  application  had  been  made  to  him  on 
the  subject. 

Colonel  Stanley  stated  that  a  general  meeting  had  been 
proposed  ;-  but  whether  it  took  pFace  or  not,  he  had  not  as 
yet  heard.  At  all  events,  therefore,  he  hoped  that  if  (his  Bill 
could  ,bear  delay,  it  would  be  postponed  for  some  days  till 
he  heard  from  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Rose  had  no  idea  that  any  of  the  evib  contemplated, 
by  the  honourable  Baronet  behind  him  would  result  from 
this  tax.  He  stated  that  duties  had  been  imposed  on  tallow 
and  other  raw  materials. 

Mr.  A*  Baring  opposed  the  Bill  as  pregnant  with  danger 
and  mischief  to  the  country.  When  gentlemen  had  screwed 
Qp  their  courage  to  brin^  forward  the  Budget,  it 'was  plea* 
sant,  no  doubt,  to  be  informed  that  the  dreaded  new  taxes 
had  already  been  imposed.  But  there  was  this  incon* 
venience  in  departing  from  the  old  mode  of  proposing  the 
taxes,  if  any  new  taxes  were  to  be  imposed  at  the  time  of 
bringing  forward  the  Budget,  that  those  concerned  had  not 
sufficient  notice  of  these  Bills.  The  consequence  was,  that 
most  pernicious  plans  of  taxation  might  be  carried  into 
effect,  while  those  chiefly  interested  were  ignorant  that  any 
such  thing  was  in  contemplation.  He  admitted  that  taxes 
liad  unfortunately,  at  tirats,  been  imposed  on  raw  materials 
— but  these  were  comparatively  harmless,  because  the 
amount  was  trifling.  Hefe,  however,  the  lax  amounted  to 
about  S3  per  cent.  If  the  state  of  Eurdpe  had  not  beea 
been  very  much  changed.  Ministers  would  never  have 
ventured  to  impose  a  tax  on  the  raw  material,  as  the  manu- 
fiictures  of  Germany,  &c.  would  have,  in  that  case,  driven 
oun  out  of  the  market.  But  he  reminded  them  that  the 
cotton  manufitdtory  was  a  very  growing  one  in  the  United 
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States — that  a  Kftai  nam  her  of  cotlon  milk  had    beeii 
established  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston— and  that  th^ 
United  States  already  exported  a  large  quantity  of  cotton 
twist.    The  whole  quantity  of  cotton  wool  imported  was 
1)449,000  bagS)  and  of  this  only  40,000  wen?  imported  front 
our  own  colonieaw     The  United  States  preferred  our  maoiH 
factnres,  which  was  not  the  case  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Brazil.      He  was  fully  aware  that  America  wa«)  at  present 
commercially  hostile  to  it,  and  all  he  wibhed  to  impress  was, 
the  danger  to  ourselves  of  adopting  measures  which  wa 
could  not  afterwards  counteract.     The  branch  of  manufac«» 
tores  affected  by  this    tax  was  one  of  the  very  fin^t  im* 
portance;  and  if  it  shpuld  be  injured,  the  subsaquenHower'* 
mg  of  the  duty  would  not  avail  to  remedy  the  evil.     He 
thought  the  raw  material  a  very  injudicious  object  of  taxa^ 
tion,  and  more  particularly  as  it  was  directed  against  our 
best  customers*      Sheeps*  wool,  in  hb  opinion,  was  a  much 
fitter  article,  whatever  might  be  ^t  first  tbe  prejudices  of 
tbe  country  gentlemen  against  any  imposts  upon  it.      Our 
cotton  manufactures  might  be  undersold  or  excluded,  but 
our  woollens  could  not  be  rivalled.  Under  all  these  ciicum^ 
stances,  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of 
tbe  Exchequer  would  consent  to  postpone  the  motion  for  ri 
few  days. 

Mr.  Perceoal  expressed  much  surprize  at  the  exag* 
gerated  statements  of  the  honourable  gentleman.      He  con* 
tended  that  tbe  duties  had  not  hitherto  depressed  the  manu^- 
Picture,  and  that  the  price  of  cotton  wool,  which  varied 
still  from  \2d.  to  €«.  6J.  clearly  shewed  that  an  additional 
tax  of  Id.  could  have  no  prejudicial  influence.     In  the  last 
year  we  had  imported  ld6,000,000lbs.,  while  the  averaj^*of 
the  preceding  six  years  was  but  70,000:000! bs*      From 
America  last  Vfar  we  received  only  55,000,000  abou|t  one 
thh'd  of  the  whole  quantity.      He  was  aware  that  the  East- 
India  potton  wool  was  inferior  to  that  of  America,  bat  that 
of  America  was  also  inferior  to  that  of  Brasil.     But  when 
the  House  reflected  on  the  relations  j>f  this  country  and 
America,  they  would  sec  the  policy  of  persevering  in  the 
present  measure.     If,  instead  of  increasing  the  duty  as  it 
regarded  America,  for  tbe  purpose  of  encouraging  our  own 
shipping,  we  were  to  take  off  the  existing  duties,  the  effect 
would  not  be  to  introduce  a  single  yard  more  of  our  manu* 
factures  into  the  American  States. 

Mr.   fVhitbread  could  not  help  feeling  much  astoAtsh* 
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Bent  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  should  oppose 
the  request  of  some  short  delay  q|i  a  question  of  such 
iroportancei  urg«  d  as  that  request  was  by  the  member  for 
Lancaster,  by  an  opulent  and  res|)ectabte  maou&cturer  (one 
vho  conscientiously  supported  his  Administration,  and  who 
eoght  to  have  been  consulted  on  this  oocasioo),^and  by  an 
enl^htened  merchant  connected  with  the  American  trade. 
What  a  clisplav  was  this  to  the  country  at  a  period  when 
there  were  petitions  on  the  table  from  SO ,000  ntanu&ctnrers, 
complaining  that  they  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  starvation  ? 
At  this  very  moment,  with  a  levity  and  precipitation  almost 
unprecedented,  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  without 
consnlung  those  most  capable  of  rendering  information> 
proposes  a  new  tax  upon  the  raw  roaterisd  of  our  cotton 
manufactures.     This  was  ingeniously  introduced  into  the 
House^  to  prevent  alarm,   and  in  order  to  steal  a  march 
upon  it»  under  the  name  of  regulation,  and  to  avoid  the 
term  of  a  new  tax.    So  it  was  with  the  duty  on  spirits. 
Was  it  not  the  recorded  opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons 
tbat^to  tax  the  raw  material  of  American  produce  imported, 
was  an  unsound  policy  ?    The  right  honourable  gentleman 
said  our  manufactures  had  continued  to  flourish*     True  I 
tiiey  had  flourished  speciously,  but  not  securely,  as  was  too 
clearly  evinced  by  the  late  haue  of  Exchequer-bills,  to  re- 
lieve the  merchants  from  that  ruin  whicji  a  perseverance  in 
the  right  honourable  gentleman^s  policy  must  finally  bring 
down  upon  them.     If  any  thing  could  rouse  this  country  to 
a  fcense  of  its  future  dangers,  it  was  their  political  and  com- 
mercial relations  with  America.      He  intended  before  the 
the  end  of  the  Session  to  move  for  the  production  of  the 
^correspondence  between  /Jlr.   Pinkney  and  the  Marquis 
Wellesley,  and  to  bring  the  state  of  those  relations  then 
under  consideration.     Mr.   Whitbread  tl\en  proceeded  to 
comment  on  the  inconsistency  of  the  Chancellor  of  the^ 
Exchequer's  late  statements  of  the  financial  resources  of 
the  country  with  his    present  arguments,  ou  the  entire 
exclusion  of  British  commerce^  both  from  the  ports  of 
Europe  and  of  the  United  States. j 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  that  the  Cotton  Wool  Duty  Bill  be 
printed.    Ordereif. 
'  Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

I 

THURSDAY,     MJ^T   dS, 
tHBATRtS. 

Mr.  Taylor^  after  a  short  speech  on  the  ill  ejects  of 
noDopoly  ill  th(>  drama,  noYed  thnt  a  select  Com mitfee  be 
iqppoinlet]  io  consider  the  sta<e  of  die  dramatic  and  scenic 
representation  as  •  fleeted^ by  the  present  monopoly,  and  to 
report  tlirir  pliservalions  tnereon. 

Mr.   Whitbrtad  was  i^rentiy  surprised  that  the  honour* 
able  mem^r  sbonld  make  sucfi  a  motion,  after  what  had  so 
lately  passed,  or  tliat  he  could  find  any  one  to  second  hjs 
motion.     Now,  that  the  accounts  of  Drury«Lane  Theatre 
mere  newly  disentangled,  the  proprietors  satisfied,  and  ji 
aew  scheipe  for  re^buildin^  in  full  proe^ress,  it  was  strange 
that  an  honourable  member  should  think  he  had  found  oqt 
the  proper  time  for  throwing  the  whole  into  confusion.    He 
/was  quite  sure  the  honourable  member  did  no^  ni^ean  io 
exhibit  any  hostility  to  the  interests  of  the  snflerers  at 
Drory-lane,  but  lie  must  hate  been  conscious  that  the  ap- 
poiatment  of  a  Comuiittee  io  inquire  into  the  abstract 
saerttsof  any  question  touching  the  monopoly,  must  tend  to 
«thniw  cold  water  upon  the  present  pnUic  inclination  to  the 
undertaking.   If  it  was  ol^ected  that  there  were  not  theatres 
vCDOugh,    why  not  wait  ror  the-re-^juilding  of  Drury-Iane, 
and  then  ascertain  whether  more  were  wanted  ?    A  miscon* 
oeption  had  gone  abroad  relative  to  the  nature  of  the  Drury- 
iJtme  patent.      So  well  was  Parliament  convinced  of  it§ 
solidity,  that  the  subscribers  to  the  rebuilding  were,  by  tl)e 
,Aci  of  Parliament,  enjoined  io  ipBLj  in  tl^e  first  instance  a 
a  large  proportion  fox  the,  patent.     He  had  no  iJea  that  the 
House  could  entertain  the  motion  after  what  it  had  lately 
vdam^,and  would  advise  the  honourable  member  towilhdrajv 
lit. 

Mr.  Taylor y .  after .  a .  few  words  in  a  low  tope^ ,  withdiiQir 
^Ibe  motion. 

INDIA  AFFAIRS. 

tMr^  .13laiiidBr.iDaYSid  the. second  leadiog  of. the  India 
uBondsBiU. 

Vol.  UI--1811.  9  B 
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Lord  Folkestoncj  after  a  few  observations  opposed  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Wallace  supported  it. 

Mr*  Creevet/  thought  that  this  was  only  anoth^  an* 
nouncemeut  of  the  coming  bankruptcy  of  the  Company. 
They  were  already  seven  millions  worse  than  beggars,  and 
thev  now  were  coming  to  confess  it. 

Mr.  Dundas  thought  the  honourable  member  totally  mis* 
understood  the  question.  The  Company  were  not  coming 
for  a  loan,  but  merely  <o  ask  leave  to  make  a  transfer  of 
debt  from  a  country  where  they  paid  ten  per  cent,  interest, 
to  one  where  they  paid  only  five.  This  was  literally  the 
case  with  respect  to  the  two  millions  which  were  about  to  be 
raised.  The  honourable  member  seemed  to  think  the  debts 
of  an  immense  empire  were  only  to  be  looked  on  as  the  dd>t8 
of  a  trader.  England  owed  five  or  six  hundred  millions ;  and 
though  she  could  not  pay  it  at  a  moment,  was  she  to  be  pro- 
nounced bankrupt  ?  There  was  no  deficit  in  the  revenue  of 
the  year,  whose  accounts  had  been  already  presented ;  there 
was  a  surplus  of  some  hundred  thousand  pounds.  By  Lord 
Minto*s  able  management|  the  interest  of  the  debt  in  India 
was  reduced  from  twelve,  ten,  and  nine  per  cent,  to  six. 
The  amount  of  cash  in  the  Treasury  of  India  was  actually 
above  twelve  millions  sterling,  and  the  debt  which  would  be 

f  lid  ofi' this  year  would  be  at  least  six  millions.    {HearX) 
here  must  be  a  surplus  of  revenue  in  the  coming  year. 
The  question  was  then  put>  and  carried  without  a  division. 

MILITIA  INTERCHANGE. 

JIf  r.  Jtyder  rose  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
for  the  Interchange  ot'the  English  and  Irish  Militias. 

Colonel  Stanley  opposed  the  Bill  as  injurious  to  the 
Militia  principle:  that  principle  had  been  greatly  en* 
croached  on  already,  and  the  present  step  would  go  near  to 
put  an  end  to  that  system  of  constitutional  defence.  He  had 
gone  to  Ireland  with  his  regiment  voluntarily,  but  he  would 
not  now  go  by  compulsion.  He  wished  very  well  to  Ireland, 
but  he  really  did  not  think  that  I  he  measure  would  be 
good  for  that  country.  As  an  old  Militia  officer,  he  must 
oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr*  Eliot  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  and 
lie  must  learn  its  wisdom  from  somebody  else.     He  thought 
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the  Bill  would  be  apt  to  inirodace  an  unsoldiery  spirit  iQto 
the  Militia.  An  option  of  going  -was  to  be  given,  as  be 
*  understood  the  Bill ;  but  this  very  option  was  the  worst 
form  of  making  the  service  of  the  country  acceptable.  The 
officers  in  some  regiments  would  choose  to  go  to  Ireland ; 
in  others  the  men  would' choose  it;  and  a disa^^reement 
would  arise  between  the  men  and  their  officers.  The  spirit 
.  of  canvassing  would  be  excited  among  the  soldiers :  there 
would  be  an  Irish  and  an  English  party.  Those  gentlemen 
of  Ireland,  who  were  most  necessary  to  such  a  country, 
would  be  taken  away,  and  all  those  inconveniencies  were  to 
be  raised  without  the  pretence  of  a  necessity. 

JUr.  Secretary  Ryder  could  not  agree  to  postponing  it, 
because  he  saw  no  possible  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
auch  a  delay*  He  had  the  opinions  of  many  Militia  Officers 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  was  of  opinion,  that  even  if  the 
Bill  were  deferred  for  the  sake  of  canvassing  opinions  on  the 
subject,  that  the  result  would  be  an  accession  of  advocates 
ibr  it.  He  could  not  asree  that  there  would  be  any  ad- 
ditional ezpence  annexed  by  it  to  the  Officers  of  the  Militia, 
and  thought  the  only,  inconvenience  would  be  but  a  few 
boure'  sail  between  this  country  and  Ireland.  He  was 
willing  to  pay  every  tribute  to  the  eloquence  with  which  a 
gallant  officer  opposite  (Colonel  Stanley)  had  at  such  length 
opposed  the  measure ;  but  still,  so  convinced  was  he  of  the 
patriotism  and  good  sense  of  that  gallant  Officer,  that  he 
was  persuaded,  even  should  he  resign  in  consequence  of  per- 
sonal inconvenience  on  account  of  his  age,  that  he  would 
inculcate  its  advantages  on  that  part  of  the  country  in  which 
he  had  such  influence.  With  respect  to  the  Catholic 
soldier,  all  he  could  say  was,  that  care  was  taken  that  he 
should  remain  on  the  same  footing  as  to  his  religion  as  he 
stood  at  this  moment.  ' 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com^ 
mitted.— -Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

FRIDAY,  MAY  24. 
MR.   palmer's  claim* 

On  our  re-admissioQ  soon  after  prayers,  we  found 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  upon  his  legs,  speaking  in  an- 
swer to  something  that  ha4  been  said  by  the  Earl  of  ilad<* 
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nor,  relative  to  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  fa» 
▼Mr  of  Mr.  Palmer's  claim.  /Hts  Lordship  said^that  this,' 
fee  believed,  was  the  first  instance  in  which  the  House  of 
O>mmons  had  voted  a  sum  of  money  after  the  House  of 
Lords  had  decided  ai^ainst  the  grant,  for  it  should  be  re« 
collected  that  this  was  brought  forward  in  the  nature  of  a 
debt  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  their  Lordships  had, 
ibfter  investigating  the  claim,  decided^hat  there  wns  no 
ground  for  it.  He  requested,  however,  that  the  noble  Earl 
would  consent  to  postpone  the  motion  until  after  the  an* 
swei  of  the  Prince  Reipent  to  the  vddress  of  the  HtMjt^e  of 
Commons  appeared  in  the  votes  of  thbt  House,  «s  heliad 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  th'tt  the  confidential  servants  of  the 
Prince  Regent  would  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  udvtse  bis 
Rojal  Highness  not  to  give  directions  for  t<isuing  the  mo-> 
pej,  without  some  proceeding  which  had  the  concurrence 
of  the  Hutise  of  Lords* 

CRIMINAL   LAW, 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  the  seeond 
reading  of  the  first  oF  the  five  Criminal  Law  Bills,  namely, 
respecting  stealing  in  shops*  warehouses,  &c. 

Lord  Holland  ewxextd  into  a  ditcnssion  of  the  whole  of 
the  five  Biiis,r<)nsiHttng  of  that  respecting  stealing  in  shopsy 
8lc.  one  relative  to  stealing  in  dwelling«nouses,  anotlier  to 
stalling  in  navifvable  rivers,  &r.  and  two  respecting  steal* 
ing  from  bleachinu  grounds  in  England  and  Ireland.  His 
Lordship,  after  dt-scTibing  the  nature  and  object  of  the 
Bills,  in  substituting  a  mitigated  punishment  for  that  of 
deaths  went  over  many  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  samer 
principle  was  formerly  discussed,  and  observed,  that  the 
increase  of  the  oflReOces  to  which  these  Bills*  if  pplied,  provai 
that  the  terror  occasioned  by  holding  out  the  punishment 
of  death  ^  had  not  the  effect  which  those  who  argued  against 
these  Bills  asserted.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  seyerity 
of  the  law  on  these  points,  h&  it  at  present  stood,  there  was 
an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  persona  .who  had  been  rob* 
bed  to  prosecute — on  the  part  of  Juries  to  bring  in  verdicts 
to  the  extent  of  offence  charged — and  on  the  part  of  Judges 
to  execute  the  law  with  rigour.  Thus  it  was  that  offenders^ 
fnstead  of  being  terrified  by  the  enactments  of  the  punish* 
ment  of  death,  weixf  almost  certain  of  escaping  that  punish* 
ment ;  and  the  idea  that  it  was  an  escape  in  being  sentenced 
%qt  \\i^  piiti|^ted  pttnishtxient  of  traqsportauoBj  i^«  iU  cal- 
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culftced  to  discourfige  tbc  cominimon  of  oflS^nees*;  whilst; 
'  oo  the  other  hand,  the  o  rtainty  of  that'  pttnishmem  oS 
tratispormtion  would  ioipire  tDore  fear,  and  tend  inoi«e  efi» 
fectuaily  to  premit  the  oflfences  liroiii  being  coinmittcd.— 
Prom  lite  current  of  poblic  opinion  against  the  es)treni» 
severity  oP  the  law,  tlie  praciicf*  of  the  Conrtaof  Justice 
bad  become  eompletely  at  vnriance  whh  tb^  law  iueif ;  it 
was  sorely,  therefore^  high  time  to  smsimilate  the  law  to  the 
prapctioe,  and  to  get  rid  of  ibe  gtormg  absuniitiea  of  thia 
contradiction  between  the  law  and  the  practioe.  As  to  the 
argnosent,  that  the  offenoe  of  privately  stealing  from  the 
person  bad  iiroreased  sinre  passing  tlieAn't  substituting 
transportation  for  the  punishment  of  death,  he  contended^ 
thai  h  was  founded  in  faUai^y,  the  apparent  increase  mei^eiy 
arising  from  the  nuMber  of  prosecutions  havin^^,  as  mtghl; 
^  be  expected,  at  first  increased  from*  persona  being"  more 
willing  to  prosecoie,  now  the  ptnii^hment  of  death  waa 
taken  away.  His  Liordship  concluded  by  moving,  that  the 
Bilt  be  now  read  a  second  time;  and  observed,  that  with 
^  ,  respect  to  the  ^0ro  Bieaching-groond  Bills,  there  was  an 
additional  argntnetit  in  their  favour,  fVom  the  circoinstance 
of  the  persons,  whose  property  they  were  mtended  to  |ii^ 
feet,  having  petitioned  to  have  a  more  mkmated  poniab* 
meni  snbstittited  for  death)  on  the  groand,  that  the  enact* 
ment  of  the  latter  ponisbmenr>  which  was  scarcely  ever 
infficted,  did  not  contribute  tx>  the  protection  of  that 
property. 

Lerd  Ellenbotmfgh  cootefided,  that  the  only  practicable- 
efficient  system  of  criminal  Inw  was  tiiat  which  gave  to  the 
Judges  the  discretion  of  inflicting  the  higher  punishment 
upon  the  greater  aggravati^aar  of  oilipnce  in  eacii  class  of 
oiFences^  and  proportioning  ponishment  in  les^r  degi^ea 
to  lesser  degrees  of  guilt.  Upon  this  principle  lie  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  punishment  of  death  oughf  to  remain  as 
that  applicable  to  the  highest  aggmvation  of  oiKfnce  in 
•  each  class,  fi4lin^  up  the  infermedikite  space  betv^een  that 

highest  aggravation  of  offence  and  its  lowest  degrees,  in 
the  af  portionment  of  punisttmenty  wi<h  the  discretion  of 
the  Jadge.  There  was  no  other  praoticaUe  system.  A 
graduated  scale  of  ponishmentsv  for  diflTerent  degrees  ot 
^uilt  in  each  class  of  offences,  was  absurd  in  theory,  and 
impossible  in  practice.  By  the  certainty  of  punishment  of 
^  trhich  the  nohie  Lord  spoke,  mast  be  meam  the  onifor-> 

,  |tfity<>f  puaishnei)!  for  the  same  description  of  oftmce; 
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and  there  could  be  no  greater  error,  ^lan  inflicting  the 
same  punishment  for  the  same  spiecies  of  offence,  without 
adverting  tq  the  different  degrees  of  guilt  attendant  upon 
the  commission  of  that  offence.     The  highest  aggravation 
of  the  offence  could  not,  under  ^uch  a  system »  receive  an 
Adequate  punishment.     His  Lordship  recurred  to  some  of 
the  arguments  before  used  upon  thissubject,  and  observed, 
with  respect  to  the  Act  which  took  away  the  punishment 
of  death  from   the  offence  of  privately  stealing  from  the 
person,  that  the  fact  was,  that  since  the  passing  of  that 
Act,  the  offence  had  increased,  and  been  attended  by  more 
dangerous  and  mischievous  accompaniments  ;-^tho9e  who 
were  caught  \tk  attempting  to  pick  pockets,  not  scrupling 
now  to  turn  again  and  attack  those  whose  property  they 
had  attempted  to  purloin.   With  respect  to  the  two  Bleach* 
ii^g-grounds  Bills,  he  did  not  intend  to  object  to  them,  the 
persons  whose  property  the  law  upon  that  subject  was  in* 
tended  to  protect,  having  solicited  the  substitution  of  these 
Bills,  he  mu$t  assume,  that  they  were  the  best  judges  of 
their  own  interests.    With  respect,  however,  to  the  other 
three  Bills,  be  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose  them;  and 
his  opinion  upon  this  subject  was  strengthened  by  that  of 
those  who  were  most  experienced  in  the  practice  of  Courta 
of  Justice.    The  law,  as  it  stood,  was,  be  was  convinced, 
the  best  calculated  to  prevent  the  commission  of  the  of- 
Tences,  the  punishment  of  which  it  was  now  sought  to  alter. 
It  leaving  that  discretion  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges; 
which,  however  painful  to  them  in  its  exercise,  was  the 
best  and  the  only  practicable  security  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  punishment,  in  proportion  to  the  aggravation  of 
the  offence,  and  to  the  greater  or  lesser  degree  of  guilt.-*- 
His  Lordship  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Lord  Lauderdaie  regretted,  in  strong  terms,  the  thin 
state  of  the  House,  in  which  a  subject  ot  such  importance  ' 
was  about  to  be  discussed. ,  He  dissented  from  many  posi* 
tions  laid  down  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  had 
preceded  him,  but  from  none  more  widely  than  that  strange 
assertion,  that  the  proposed  changes  in  our  criminal  code 
were  to  be  traced  to  the  wild  theories  of  modem  philoso- 
phy«  (Hear !)  If  so,  then  were  the  alterations  in  the  re* 
venue  laws,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  commute  the  pu* 
nishment  of  death  for  that  of  transportation,  in  seventy* 
five  instances ;  a'change  which  was  alleged  to  bavebeei 
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.  approved  of  by  two  learned  Judges — then  ivere  these  she* 
rations  to  be  traced  to  modern  philosophy.  The  noble  Lord 
then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the- prevalence  of  hope 
HI  the  human  mind,  and  upon  the  resistless  influence  that 
principle  must  have  in  removing  all  apprehension  oi*  the 
punishment  of  death  in  cases  where,  in  a  thousand  instances 
to  one,  no  capital  punishment  occurred.     He  concluded 
by  ail  euloeium  on  the  character  of  the  learned  person  with 
whom  the  Bills  had  originated,  and  expressed  a  hope  that^ 
though  the  then  unfortunate  state  of  the  House  might  prove 
fatal  to  the  Bill|  that  learned  and  honourable  gentleman 
would  persevere  till  his  laudable  exertions  met  with  their 
merited  success. 
.  The  Lord  ChanctUor  enforced  many  of  the  arguments 
used  by  the  Loid  Chief  Justice.    The  certainty  of  punish- 
ment was  a  phrase  that  perhaps  was  not  well  considered  by^ 
those  who  most  frequently  adopted  it  in  the  coursie  of  this 
argument  in  and  out  of  doors.    He  instanced  the  crimes  of 
burglary,  horse- stealing,  and  sheep- stealing,    and  cited 
cases  of  each  to  shew  the  impossibility  of  apportionitig  ac- 
curately the  scale  of  punishment  to  the  degree  of  the  onenoe 
bv  general  enactments.     He  contrasted  two  cases  of  bur- 
glary, one  where  the  criminal  had  sone  armed  with  pis- 
tols and  manacles  to  Bind  those  who  should  resist;  aii« 
other,  where  a  boy  was  trained  to  cut  with  a  diamond,  or 
some  such  instrument,  a  pane  of  glass  in  a  shopkeeper's 

,  window,  in  Fleet-street,  and  then  putting  in  his  hand  and 
taking  out  a  gold  seal  or  other  article.  £ach  of  these  was 
a  burglary,  but  the  guilt  of  both  were  very  different.  A. 
man,  till  that  time  of  fair  character,  was  convicted  of  steal- 
ing a  horse,  worth  fifteen  shillings*  It  appeared  that  he 
was  seduced  to  this,  his  first  offence,  by  extreme  poverty ; 
while  another  fellow  was  convicted,  at  the  same  assizes,  of 
the  same  offence,  of  which  it  was, known  he  had  madoran 
habitual  trade— a  trade,  too,  that  had  thrived  so  well  with 
him,  that  he  had  false  keys  lo  every  turnpike  gate  within 
twenty  miles  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
escape  of  the  stolen  hoi^s.  These  instances  were  but  a 
few,  amongst  the  many,  to  shew  the  gradation  ^lat  must 
exist  amongst  crimes  of  the  same  denomination.  It  had 
been  said,  thai  tbefear  of  prosecuting  to  death  deterred  the 
prosecutor  from  prosecuting,  the  witnesses  from  giving 
their  evidence,  and  the  Jury  from  convicting:  but  if  the 
fear  g{  death  was  to  be  allowed  all  this  weight  with  respect 
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lo  tbe  •fvrotecutor,  the -witness,  aod  the  Jury,  bethought 
llMt  it  should  Dot  be  denied  its  due  influeotse  also  in  pre- 
venting the  comtDMsion  of  ihe  offence. 

'LordErtkine  said,  that  when  he  considered  that  the  peo- 
ple of  this  coaniry  were  the  roost  religious  and  the  most 
nora]  peo(^  kithe  world,  and  that  tbe  administraiion  of 
jQSltee  was  pure  beyuod  all  suspicion,  be  could  not  help 
ibiAkiog'tfaat  tbe  evils  whj«h  tbe  proposed  Bills  profe&^ed 
to  remedy  were  owing  to  some  radical  defect  in  €>or  criini- 
ml  node.  fTbe  principle  which  struck  hiin,  in  bi»  view  of 
ibiaaueslion,  wasttbat  where  a  certain  punishment  was 
•attacaed  to  a  crime  of  a  certain  denomination,  and  that  the 
generality  of  the  offenders,  or  even  some  portion  of  tbem, 
did  undergo  that  puui^ment ;  that  here,  where  those  who 
.Vfere  spared,  were  spared  on  tbc; ground  of  initigaiion  ;  tUat 
in  that  case  besboatd  be^warffantediiicooclodio^,  that  the 
JiegialHture  thought  tliatabat  punisbment  sboiud  remain 
«nacb^.to  that  crime;  bat  if  be  saw  that,  ajDoi^sta.tbou- 
•aiind  iiutances,  in  but  one  of  tbem  the  punishment  was  al* 
Jovred  to  take  effect,  tiien  sbouM  he  think  himself  as  war- 
fanted  in.  conebidiog  that  the  Legislature  did  not  think  tliat 
that  order  of  crime .  sI»o«kl  not  be  visited  by  that.B^iecies  of 
funiabfltent. 

JLopd  'Redt$iaii  opposed  tbe  Bill.    * 

Lord  Liverpool  contended ,  thst  the  Bill  came  before 
.  tbeir Lordships  opon  no  other  ground  than  that  of  iheoify, 
-and  that  all  pracUcal  experience  was  against  it. 

TA€  Marquispf  Lansdowne^  in  a  neat  speeeli,  ooatended, 
that  the  practical  inference  from  the  testiiiiony  of  practical 
men,,  most  competeat  to  form  a  proper*  judgment  of  the 
^esdon  before  tl)e  House,  was  directly  favourable  lo  the 
opifuion,  that  tbe  difficuiiy  of  ultimately. awarding  punish* 
nient. was  eLOanced  by  its  uncertainty*  The  present  Bills 
did  not  renio*re  the  exercise  of  a  considerable  discietion 
•  from  tbe  Judges,  for  it  Jeft  with  them  the-  power  of  trans« 
:  porting  lor  a  limited  time,  or  to  commute  that  puntsbmeot 
for  hard  labour.  The  noble  Marquis  then,  after  many- fur- 
ther observations,  dwelt  jwith  great  force  on  the  necessity, 
in  a  firee  couniry,  of  giving  to  every  legialative.  prooeeding 
the  mdral  sense  and  approbation  of  the  .people. 

Lord'HoUmd  repliediahortly,  but  wkh  considerable  elo- 
quence, to  Hhe  arguments  aUy  urged  by  bis  noble  and 
learned  friend  (Lord  EUenborough), .  and  by  tbe  noble  and 
iaained  Lord  on  tbe  Woolsack.  .  He  was  sorry  to  observe 
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that  the  noble  Lord  (Ellenboroogh)  had  said,  that  he  con- 
ceived  there  was  a  nialignunt  intention  to  attack  ann  ca- 
laiDDiate  the  Jodgps  of  the  daj.  He  had  hoped,  thnt  the 
cry  of  Jacobiaism  woaid  not  have  been  renewed  on  this  oc- 
.casion.  The  wh6le  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  speech 
iras  founded  on  a  fallacy,  and  the  perverted  use  of  the  renn 
ffueuior.  The  fact  was,  that  the  persons  injured  by  of» 
feeders,  should  have  been  referred  to  generally,  and  not 
the  few 'who  prosecuted  out  of  the  number  who  declined 
at  from  a  conaciopsness  of  the  unjust  severity  of  the  law. 
The  noble  Lord  then  adverted  to  several  other  points  in  the 
debate,  but  we  refrei  that  the  lateness  of  the  hour  till 
ivhich  the  House  sat,  prevents  us  from  entering  into  a  de* 
tailed  report. 

The  question  being  pnt^  a  division  was  called  for«  wheor 
there  appeared. 

For  Lord  HoUand^s  motion        •        10 
Against  it         •        •        •      '  .        VI 

Mmority  against  it     •        •        17 
"Adpurned. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 

FRIDAY,  MAY  94. 

Lord  Jokm  Thynnc  reported  the  answer  of  bis  Roya) 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent^  to  the  Address  of  the  House 
i^especting  Mr*  Palmer's  claims,  the  import  of  which  we 
tinderstood  to  be,  that  it  was  his  Royal  Highnesses  in- 
tention to  comply  with  the  object  ot  the  Address,  as 
lOon  aa  Parliament  should  enable  him  to  make  good  the 
grant. 

Go  the  motion  for  the  seoond  reading  of  the  Charitable 
Donation  Bill, 

Lord  Folkisiime  stated,  that  an  application  bad  beea 
made  to  him  on  the  part  of  several  charitable  insti« 
tutions,  to  procure  the  insertjoo  of  a  clause  to  exempt 
tbem  from^  tbi  operation  of  the  Legacy  Tax.  He  oaerely 
i|^entioned  this,  bowevert  with  the  view  of  sttbmittiog  it 
to  the  future  attention  of  the.  Chancalloc  of  the  £x«^ 
ebequer.  » 

Vou  III  .--.1811.  SS 


314  THE  PABIiIAinilTAmr  KBQItTnU  [e<Mi 

COTTON  WOOL  DU'UT  BILL. 

Tbe  HoQM  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  CotMi 
Wool  Duty  Bill ;  upon  which  Mr.  Rose  obsenred,  that 
ahbough  every^  inquiry  he  bad  made  aer? ed  to  convioce 
him  of  the  fotility  of  the  objections  urged  against  this  men* 
sure}  yet,  aa  there  were  great  prejndicea  againat  it  hi  thtt 
minds  of  the  labooring  manufacturers^  he  wontd  not  press 
the  Bill  farther. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  R.  Peel  and  Mr.  Whit^ 
bread, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtqutt  saidi  that  from  the 
ample  provision  Inade  for  the  senrice  of  th^  present  year, 
he  should  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  proposing  any  new 
tA^  in  lieu  of  it. 

PAROCHIAL    POOR   BILL.     '  '" 

Mr*  Morris  contended  that  this  Bill  would  be  oppressive 
or  nugatory  in  its  effects,  and  moved  theidfore  that  it  be 
postponed  to  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Lockhart  defended  it  aa  nee^aavy  in  consequence  of 
the  combination  of  landlords  to  keep  down  the  wages  ofthe 
labouring  poor. 

Sir  Samuel  Homilfy  opposed  the  Bill.  Ae  objected  to 
whatever  tended  to  increase  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a 
settlement.  He  had  a  journeyman  printer  removed  to  a 
part  of  the  country  where  there  wai  no  press ;  and  it  often 
happened  in  removing  a  pauper  from  one  end  of  the  king- 
dom  to  another,  and  the  litigation  attending  ft,  that  more 
ex  pence  was  incurred  than  three  times  the  amount  of  what 
would  have  mairitained  the  pauper  all  the  rest  of  his  life. 
Ne  said  be  would  rather  have  been  the  author  Of  the  BiH 
which  removed  a  great  part  of  the  haxdabips  relaling  tio 
settlements,  than  of  any  other  Bill  which  passed  daring  bM 
Majesty's  long  reign. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Sxeheqner  obserfcd  there  were 
advantages  and  .disadvantages  attending  the  facility  of 
aeCtlements.  If  a  stranger  l^  ^e  present  laws  abonld 
be  merely  forty  days  tn  a  place  and  shoaUl  be  taken 
with  sickness,  however  distant  he  might  be  hottt  hia  con* 
nexions^  he  was  compelled  to  remain  there.  If  he  wens 
to  speculate  any  alteration  on  the  law  of  Settlement,  Jt 
woTtld  be  to  render  the  period  of  residence  longer,  and 
Id  reduce  the  value  of  the  tenem^it.    With  regard  t# 
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tbe  Poor  Lawt  of  Eofflaad,  whoi  bo  considered  (haft  tbo 
GouDtry  bad  growB  to  wbat  it  is  mder  (heee  Poor  Laws,  (for 
the  pPQ»perity  of  tbe  coiHitry  might  be  said  to  commenoe 
mrith  tbe  reign  of  Elisabeth),  ^od  when  be  considtred  what 
comibrto  hM  baea  eojoyed  by  all  raaks  of  tbe  coonnuoity 
during  the  existeBoaof  these  laws^  be  could  not  help  kioking 
on  tbem  with  a  jfiiTourable  eye.  He  coald  not  help  looking 
£iroQmbIy  on  those  laws  which  engrafted  charity  into  our 
oonstiiatiaD^  and  by  which  every  individual  in  the  country 
bad  a  stake  in  it  Our  poor  were  not,  as  in  otbarcoua tries, 
mem  ovtcaats  and  dependent  on  the  yoluatary  bounty  of 
others,  but  had  a  le^val  ioheritanee  in  their  country. 

Mr^  *  fF*  Jd(m  aaid,  the  country  was  groaning  under 
tbe  poor  laws.  He  referred  to  the  example  of  Scotland. 
There  were  there  no  poor  laws^  and  yet  the  poor  weie  well 
taken  care  of  by  their  friends  in  their  old  age.  There  was 
a  principle  Cdosmunicaled  by  Dr.  Franklin  to  the  latf*  Sir 
Wm.  PuUeney  relative  to  the  poor  laws,  which  deserved 
caosideiation,  aamely,  to  take  the  poor  rales  of  a  ^ven 
^rear,  and  thare  stop,  by  which  means  all  cuiks  woukl  be 
urtanesied  in  tbe  administration  of  the  laws. 

The  Home  Ihen  divided— F<Hr  the  BiU  7~Agatnst  it  49 
--"Majority  again$i.  it  49. 

POWaa   OF  TH&  HOUSB   OF   COMKCNS. 

• 

.  ilfr*  WhUbread  stated,  that  having  observed  that  in 
afiotber  place  there  were  persons  who  disputed  eithef^  the 
will  or  the  power  of  that  House  to  make  good  to  the  Prince 
yKegent  monies  issued  by  him  by  order  of  that  House,  he 
abottkl  take  an  early  opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of  tbe 
House  to  that  subject. 

TOLUHTEBa   S6AMEN   AND  SUBSTITUTES. 

Mr.  Crokety  in  answer  to  a  question  put  to  him  last  night 
br  Mr.  WhitbreEid,  on  the>  subject  of  a  fund  arising  from 
tpe  discharge  of  seamen  and  landsmen  from  the  Nary, 
atated  that  it  had  arisen  in  cooseauence  of  its  having  been 
-found  that  the  whole  business  or  providing  volunteers  or 
aubstitntes  for  men  who  wished  to  be  got  out  of  the  navy 
bad  found  its  way  entirely  into  the  hands  of  a  set  of  crimps, 
wbo  had  been  in  tbe  use  of  charging  one  hundred  guineas 
for  a  sub^itute  for  an  able  seaman,  and  fifty  guineas  for 
an  able  landsman,  while  in  fact  the  substitutes  so  provided 
by  them  made  no  addition  to,  the  Navy,  but  were  entirely 
comjAstd  of  men  who  had  come  to  volunteer  into  the  Navy, 
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and  had  been  wrtuoed  by  tbese  crinps  to  offer  their  wrrncm  * 
to  tliem  for  \em  than  half  the  sum  tney  char]g^.^*The  ini- 
povtores  practise  by  these  miBCteantB  on  the  anfeftnnate  ^ 
iiidividuab  who  required  their  anistance  were  aach  as  ib 
induce  the  Nary  Boafd  to  attempt  soro»rhing  for  their  . 
relief. — In  many  insUmces  where  toe  money  to  procore  the 
dischnrge  of  a  person  from  the  Navy  had  been  takeO)  and 
the  discharge  bad  been  promised  immediately,  ah  inlelrind 
even  of  two  years  bad  dapsed,  and  in  some  cAses,  the 
death  of  the  party  sought  to  be  discharged,  e?en  had  inter* 
•  Teoed.    In  this  way,  bad  the  families  of  unfortunate  men 
whose  discharge  they  were  anxious  to  procure,  not  only 
been  reduced  to  misery,  but  their  fondest  hopes  been  disap- 
pointed.   To  prevent  such  evils  and  &cilitate  the  return  to 
their  famili<'s  of  those  for  whom  it  was  desired  ihat  substi* 
tutes  should  be  furnished,  the  Navy  Board  had  taken  the 
matter  into  their  own  bands,  and  had  so  arran(red,  that 
penons  who  were  to  be  discharged  for  substitutes  dioukl  tie 
so  discharged  immediately,  on  payment  of  eighty  guineas 
for  an  able  seaman,  and  forty  guineas  for  an  able  landsman. 
The  money  thus  arising  was  formed  into  a  fund,  at  the 
rendesvous ;  and  be  was  happy  to  savf  the  number  of  men 
thus  raised  equalled  the  wnole  number  who  bad  formerly^ 
« been  accustomed  to  volunteer. 

Mr.  ffiitbread  decUred  himself  satisfied,  and  was  con* 
vinced  the  public  must  be  so  too.    If  any  person  afterwards 

Eut  himselt  into  the  hands  of  a  crimp,  he  tnonght  he  Would' 
&  himself  alone  to  blame. 

laiStf   CITSTOMS. 

The  Irish  Customs  Bill  was  committed. 
.  Mr.  Bankes  strongly  objected  to  the  system  on  which 
the  taxes  of  Ireland  were  coflected.  He  considered  it  as 
very  impolitic  to  lay  an  additional  duty  on  tobacco,  as  was 
done  bv  this  Bill«-ihe  article  being  so  easily  smuggled.  It 
would-be  worth  while  to  endeavour  to  introduce  some  modi* 
fication  of  the  Property  Tax  in  Ireland — a  tax  which  was 
collected  with  comparatively  little  expence. 

jl/r.  MucnauglUoH  oiiserved,  that  if  this  was  the  benefit 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  confer  on  Ireland,  he 
wished  him  to  have  little  io  do  with  the  afiairs  of  that 
country. — ^This  was  the  tax  which  his  constituents  most 
dreaded,  and  he  hoped  that  in  addition  to  the  liberality  of 
paying  the  merest  of  a  portion  of  the  Irish  Loan,jgen«» 
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tlMMD  woaM  ttitt  keep  Irelaiid  fine  firom  the  Propertjr 
Tax- 

Mr.  Bankes  arid,  that  he  would  certainly  pdtnt  out  what- 
ever he  thought  for  the  permanent  advantage  of  Ireland, 
however  disagreeable  it  might  be  for  a  time  to  the  ftelntgs 
of  the  people  of  that  coantr  j.  Ireland  had,  by  the  decreasa 
of  her  revenue,  become  a  buHhen  on  Englandi  which  it 
wonkh  not  have  done  if  its  finances  had  been  properly 
managed. 

ilfr« , Foster  warmly  observed,  that  he  could  not  sit  still 
and  hf«r  the  assertion,  that  Ireland  had  become  a  burthen 
on  England,  Who  called  for  the  Union?  Had  Ireland 
desired  it  ?  He  had  voted  against  the  Union— but  as  it  had 
taken  place,  he  thought,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country, 
it  would  be  mischievous  to  repeal  it.  If,  however,  he  heard 
k  asserted,  timt  Irehind  was  a  burthen  on  England,  he 
would  saV)  throw,  off  that  bnrthen-^take  back  your  Union. 

Mr*  Btmkesy  in  ezplanation»  said  that  he  had  not  nMt 
the  observation  in  the  invidious  sense  which  the  honoumble  ' 
gentleman  seemed  to  attach  to  it.  But  it  was  not  to  be 
denied  that  England  bore  part  of  the  burthen  of  the  Irbh 
Loan ;  and  he  had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  if  the 
inanees  of  Ireland  had  been  properiy  managed ,  there  would 
have  been  no  occasion  for  that  measure. 

Mr.  Macnakfhton  thought  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Bankes)  must  be  an  Irishman  himself,  since  he  had 
proposed  a  modification  of  the  Property  Tax  in  Ireland- 
that  tax  not  existing  in  that  country.  (A  hud  laugh. 
He  should  be  eittremely  happy  that  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  should  attend  to  Irish  affairs,  provided  he  confined 
himaelf  to  such  projects  as  that.  But  he  had  *not  said  abso- 
lutely that  the  honourable  gentleman  ought  not  to  meddle 
with  the  kfiairs  of  I  reland. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  supported  the  objection  to  the  addi- 
tional duty  on  tobacco.  The  article  was  easily  smuggled, 
and  there  was  a  greater  facility  for  smuggling  in  the  western 
parts  of  Ireland  than  in  aify  part  of  Great  Britain.  He  then 
jnentionetf  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  president  of 
the  Society  of  Merchants  at  Cork,  authorizing  bim  to  state^ 
that  tbeir  trade  had  materially  suffered  from  the  hurried 
manner  in  which  Bills  affecting  it  passed  that  House.  He 
also  objected  to  the  duty  on  American  timber,  which  would 
laisethie  price  of  all  other  timber  tu  Ireland. 
Beport  to-m<Nrrow. 
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Jf r.  Bankn  wand  for  a  Coffj  of  (be  Manorial  ptcwitod 
br  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  of  Ireland,  bmhA 
doomd  to  the  Board  of  Cuslomsy  to  the  Lord  Lieatmant, 
OB  the  f  abject  of  the  Report  of  the  CoamiaBioDeriof  liiqair|r» 
Ordered.  j 

mUH   ADVERTUBMENTt. 

Sir  John  Netpport  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  the  additional  duty  imposed  by  Mr.  Foster  oo  Irish 
Advatisements  and  Hand»bills«  This  he  did  dn  the  ground 
that  it  was  ^  check  upon  the  liberty  of  the  pms,  and  a 
violation  of  tlie  Act  of  Union,  which  provided  that  no 
kighcr  duties  should  be  laid  on  articles  ia  irelaBd,  than  wtfe 
laid  on  the  tame  articles  in  £ngland.  The  object  was,  besides^ 
a  paltry  one ;  the  produce  in  revenue  being  only  t,500/. 

il^jr.  Fatter  deaied  that  this  was  at  all  intended  as  an 
attack  on  (be  press ;  neither  was  it  a  violation  of  the  Act  of 
Union.  The  right  honourable  ^tleaaa  had  himself  im- 
posed higher  i'4xes  on  articles  in  Ireland  than  the  same 
artides  were  subject  to  in  England.  Had  he  not  imposed 
a  tax  on  jaunting  can  ?  (A  /fla^A*)  Had  he  not  imposed  a 
higher  tax  oo  public-house  licences,  and  various  other 
articles?  If  this  tax  was  dona  away,  he  must  propose 
another. 

J/r.  SAendon— ^^  I  really  cannot  help  remarking  the 
surprising  change  of  temper  which  has  so  suddenly  raao^ 
fested  itself  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  A  finr 
months  ago>  when  the  honourable  gentleman  below  me  (Mr. 
Bankes)  said  that  Ireland  was  a  burthen  upon  England,  ho 
was  instantly  all  on  fire— and  well  he  might—if  Ireland  is  a 
burthen  upon  England,  where  are  you  to  aedi  the  reason  ? 
'Where  but  in  the  oppression,  the  injustice,  and  the  tyranny 
of  this  country,  which  has  so  long  enthralled  Irehmd^- 
which  has  debased  her  finr  three  centuries  ?  1  do  not  wonder, 
however,  at  the  sudden  good  humour  of  the  right  hoaour- 
abie  gentleman.  I  hear  a  few  of  the  woithy  gentlenMS 
opposite  have  been  amusing  ihtm»dte»  Mi  efvmbig*  (J 
laugh.)  Beelly  I  am  very  &r  from  blaming  them'  indecA 
I  am  one  of  the  last  in  the  House  that  would  desire  to  inter* 
irupt  their  droertkm.  (Hear  i  hear  I)  The  right  honoaraUe 
gentleman  bad  sakl,  if  the  Union  is  to  be  violaled^  it  is 
belt  to  repeal  it  at  once :  now,  all  that  the  honourable  gentlo* 
man  has  done  with  respecf  to  the  press  is  a  violation  of  the 
Act  of  Union ;  a  violation  of  that  chiuae  which  says  that  no 
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tax  19  to  be  raited  in  Irelftnd  higher  than  ifi  Eagltiiid.    It 
ivill  not  be  tbe  least  excuse  for  bim  to  say,  that  my  benoor- 
^le  friend  beside  me  did  so  too.     Even  if  it  was  the  fact^ 
it  wottk)  not  excuse  bis  following  a  bad  example  s  bat  my 
worthy  friend  did  no  svch  tbini:.     He  taxed  jaunting  cars- 
there  are  no  jaunting  cars  in  England  ;  so  the  case  does  not 
bold  there.    He  taxed  licences ;  but  licences  are  not  articles 
of  taxation,  bat  police  regulation  :  so  there  also  he  is  in 
error.     la  fiict  he  has  not  made  out .  a  single  case  where  my 
right  honourable  friend  has  violated  the  Act  of  Union,  (Mr. 
Foster  and  Mr.  Perceval  here  appeared  to  conterse.)    I 
should  be  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  his  attea^ 
tion,  though,  perhaps,  it  would  be  more  politic  ia  me  to 
let  him  oonttaue  his  hints  to  his  right  honourable  friend  ; 
indeed  I  shall  lose  but  little  by  his  instilling  a  few  of  his 
arguments  fiMiight  into  the  ear  of  tbe  gentleman  beside  him. 
(JBtmrl)    I  taniy  however,,  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
below  (Mr.  Baakfs),  who  has  bad  the  hardiho«l  to  say, 
this  night,  that  Ireland  cannot  support  her  own  Govern* 
ment    It  ie  not  so.    She  ean  support  her  fiilr  proportion ; 
but  she  cannot,  nor  ought  she,  to  be  lequirsd  to  advance  an 
over-mted  quota  to  the  geneial  defence  of  the  whole  empire 
•See  what  Ireland  is  doin^  for  yon«--6ee  her  sacrificing  her 
coorage-^her  best  blood  m  your  defence ;  and  can  you  ia 
return  basely  reproach  her  with  poverty  ?    (Hear  1)    Yon 
have  no  right  to  do  so.    If  she  k  poor,  she  has  become  so 
ia  your  support.     Spare  her,  then,  the  mortification  of 
bearing  she  owes  that  to  your  gratitude,  which  she  has  a 
right  to  claim  not  from  your  bounty  but  your  justice.    It 
bu  been  said  that  the  press  cannot  be  hurt  by  raising  the 
duty  Oft  advegtiaeuiarts>    There  are  three  ways  of  destroying 
the  liberty  of  the  press  ;  one  is  by  oppressive  Acts  of  Par* 
liament,   another  is   by"  taf^iffido  informations^    and  the 
unoonstitntiotial  banisbment  of  printen  to  distant  |piols ; 
^H€€m\  kmrl)  and  the  third  k  by  raising  tbe  price  of 
ehoap  pnUications.  Tiiis»*sind  this  is  the  way  resorted  to  ia 
Irdand-^is  a  mean,  a  cowardly,  and  a  circuitous  attempt 
I  have  ever  been  a  firm  friend  to  the  press^  and  while  I 
live  I  ahdil  osMtinoe  so.    I  fear  no  corruption  cither  in  the 
State,  or  the  Government, '  while  the  press  exists.    Against 
¥cttat  Losdsy  Commons^  or  Juries^—against  despotism  of  any 
kind,  or  in  aoy  alitpe-»40t  me  batarray  a  free  press,  and 
Ihe  liberty  of  £^rlaai  ihaU  MMid  onAabea.'^  (Hanri 
AearU 
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The  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  obKrred,  that  ^o  ob- 
mlioiis  mre  stated  io  tbe  Irish  Advertisement  Tax — Ist, 
That  it  ifBS  a  Tiolation  of  the  articles  of  Union«-*Ahd,  MIy, 
That  it  was  hcaTier  than  th«  Advertisement  Tax  in  En^hind. 
With  respect  to  the  allegation,  that  the  tax  was  i^reater  in 
Ireland  than  in  England,  be  was  perfectly  willing  to  put 
the  two  countries  on  the  same  footing.  This  wouM  not  be 
accepted,  he  bad  wo  doubt,  by  the  Irish  members.  He 
denied  ttmt  this  tax  was  a  violation  v>f  the  articles  of  Union. 
It  was  no  reason  that  the  duty  in  Ireland  should  not  beeaual 
to  that  in  England,  that  the  one  country  wf»  poorer  tnan 
the  other.  This  might  also  be  applied  to  the  poorer  country 
of  Scotland,  and  to  C!omwall,  compared  with  the  county  of 
Middlesex.  The  tax  levied  might  be  less  in  amount,  but 
that  was  no  reason  for  not  laying  on  an  equWl  dutv«  He 
denied  that  Ireland  was  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
burthen  on  England.  We  were  not  to  estimate  the  value 
of  Ireland  by  the  amount  of  her  revenue ;  and  when  we 
contributed  four  or  five  millions  towards  the  deficiency  of 
that  revenue,  it  was  not  from  generosity  towanls  Ireland, 
but  from  a  regard  to  our  own  interest ;  for  Ireland  was 
always  to  be  considered  as  a  main  limb  of  the  empire* 
He  objected  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  right  bon*  gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Sheridan)  r^rding  informations,  and  the  uncon* 
stitutional  mode  of  sending  persons  io  distant  prisons  by  the 
caprice  of  courts  of  law.  Surely  this  was  saying  too  much. 
If  he  wished  \o  reform  the  laws,  let  him  say  so  at  once— 
but  a  purer  administration  of  justice  did  not  exist  under 
Heaven  than  that  in  this  country.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  in  stating  the  annual  amount  of  the  tax  at  8,50(W. 
not  reflected  that  this  was  merely  the  amount  of  the  produce 
of  five  months. 

JIf  r .  Sheridan  ex  pla  ined .  He  perhaps  ought  not  to  have 
used  the  word  caprice ;  but  he  objected  to  theadministration 
of  the  hws  being  left  to  the  irresponsible  discretion  of  any 
court  whatever ;  and  he  should,  next  Session,  bring  forwaiii 
a  bill  relative  io  this  subject. 

Mr*  PonwKAy  said,  that  the  proportion  of  S  to^S  betwetn 
Ireland  and  England,  was  as  much  as  Iidaad  was  able  to 
bear. 

Mr^  Pamell  said,  that  there  bad  been  a  syitem  of  oppies* 
sion  towards  the  press  of  Ireland  followed  up  by  the  Oovem» 
^ent  of  that  otDohtry ;  and  he  instancy  the  Govemmenl 
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BTOciaiiiatifOiKt  nmd  the  way  of  maiiaging  the  eJcpresBes  from 
Soglaod. 

Cohnei  Barry  opposed  the  inotipD. 

Mr^  Sktao  said  die  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Foster),  while  proposing  the  taxes  on  Irish  AdvertisementSy 
had  stflLlsd^  that  as  the  price  of  Irif^  nevrspapers  was  only 
two-thirds  of  the  English,  the  Irish  odvenisements  should 
fiMsar  the  same  {Mroportion.  But  was  this  the  case  ?  The 
tasL  had  filso  been  unproductive^  and  it  was  not  enough  to 
<ay  that  this  was  owing  to  the  Irish  edttors ;  for  they  wens 
as  much  interested  in  the  increase  of  advertisements  as  the 
Govemmeot  was,  and  would  qertaiNly  never  leave  out  ati 
advertisement^  the  duty  of  which  di4  not  full  on  them,  and 
tac  which  they  were  to  be  paid  for  the  insertion.  •  , 

Sir  John  Newport  roaintained^  that  the  ta£,was  a  viola* 
tion  of  the  Articles  of  Unidp. 

The  House  then  divided; 

For  the  motion  81«-Against  it  Sl-^'Majority  SQ. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

SATUBBAY^  MAY  SS^ 

At  four  Q^clock  their  Lordships  niet»  when  the  following 
BSIs  receivvri  the  Royal  Aasent  by  Commission,  vi^.  the 
Copper  Duty  Bill,  the  Bristol  Port  Bill,  the  Calico  Weaving 
Bill,  the  South  Sea  Fishery  Bill,  the  Bank  of  Ireland  Secn^ 
Tity  Bill,  the  Irish  Militia  Enlistment  Billr  the  Gnque 
Pdrts  Jurisdiction  Bill»  and  fifteen  Private  Bills.  The 
Commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  £i(rl  ^ 
Liverpool,  and  Lord  Walsiogham* 
-Adjoostiod. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SATVRDAYi  MA Y  S5. 
PBIVILEOBS  OV  THE  QPU$B. 

Mr.  Whkbread  saU,  that  he  eame  down  to  jthe  Hous^ 
to-day,  for  the  purpose  of  lenewioi;  a  notice  which  he  had 

g'ven  bust  night,  on  the  subiect  S[  the  Msisage  veoeived 
}m  his  royal  highnMib^PrinoeBMefii^iiiaqswflrtatbe 
Vol.  m— Mil.  $T 


I 
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Address  of  the  House  relative  to  Mr.  Palmer's  claims.  Tbo 
answer  which  his  Royal  Highness  had  been  advised  bj 
Ministers  to  give  to  this  Address,  conveyed  the  grossest  pos- 
sible insult  on  that  House,  going,  as  it  did,  to  express  s^ 
doubt  of  the  inclination,  or  of  the  ability  of  the  House  to 
make  good  any  sums  which  his  Royal  Highness  might  order 
to  be  issued  in  consequence  of  an  Address  of  that  House* 
He  (Mir.  Whitbiead)  had  given  his  notice  on  this  subject^ 
in  consequence  of  having  seen  a  printed  paper,  purporting 
to  give  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in  another  place,  in 
whirh  it  was  stated,  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  bad  advised 
the  Prince  Regent  not  to  accede  to  the  recommetidation  of 
the  House.  Nothing  but  imperious  duty  could  have  in* 
duced  him  to  postpone  such  a  motion  beyond  the  earliest 
posisible  moment  at  which  it  could  be  brought  forward  ;  but 
Be  was  under  an  absolute  necessity  of  going  to  the  country^ 
and  could  not  be  in  the  House  sooner  than  Thunday  ;  he 
therefore  now  gave  notice,  that  if  no  other  member  chose  to 
bring  the  matter  under  the  consideration  of  the  House  before 
that  day,  he  should  then  submit  a  motion  on  the  snbjecty 
although  he  should  thercbv  be  obliged  to  postpone  another 
matter  of  importance  whicn  stood  for  that  day,  it  being  his 
intention  that  the  present  subject  should  take  the  precedence. 
Hejiow  moved,  that  the  Answer  of  his  royal  bighn^  ,the 
,  Prince  Regent  to  the  Address  of  that  House  be  read.    . 

Mr*  Perceval  said,  he  bad  no  objection  either  to  the 
leading  of  the  Prince  Regent's  Answer  to  the  Address  of  the 
House,  or  to  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
whenever  he  should  bring  it  forward.  He  was  not  afraid  of 
shewing,  that  there  was  nothing  disrespectful  to  the  House 
in  that  answer.  Ministers  advised  his  noyal  Highness,  that 
consistently  with  the  nature  of  the  high  office  he  had  taken 
on  himself,  be  ought  not  at  present  to  order  the  advance  to 
be  made ;  and  he  (Mr.  Perceval)  accepted  of  the  challc^ige  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  this  subject,  and  should  shew 
that  bis  view  of  the  questipn  >ras  fqui^ed  completely  oil 
mistake^ 

Mr.  C.  tV.  Wf/nnt  said  tboe  was  no  precedent  for  sncl^ 
an  answer  to  an  Address  of  the  House,  as  that  which  the 
Prince  Regent  had  in  this  case  been  advised  to  send.  It 
went  to  take  up  by  the  roots  the  privileges  of  that  House, 
asserted  by  them  at  different  periodjs  since  the  Revolution* 
(jRfeor,  hearl)  He  thought  it  impossible  to  say,  that  their 
privileges  trers  not  offected  by  this  answer  to  their  Addfessi 
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and  tegniied  that  his  henoorable  firioid  mint  postpone  his 
motion  on  the  subject  so  long^  as  it  was  a  question,  with 
which  nothing  should  be  su&red  to  interfine.  He  pro? 
eeeded  to  notice  a  grant  made  to  Mr.  Webber,  in  the  year 
1785^  in  consequence  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Hbuse.  He 
thought  that  in  this  case  the  House  had  eieroised  their  pri- 
Tikge  injudiciously ;  he  shonld  not  shrink  from  his  opiniott 
in  this  respect,  but  still  that  did  not  affisct  the  power  of 
granting,  which  was  not  thereby  diminished.  To  say  that 
the  Pritfoe  Regent  had  here  been  rightly  adyised,  would  be 
to  hold  that  on  every  occasion,  even  wJiere  a  public  monu^ 
roent  was  to  be  erected,  the  consent  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  must  preTiously  be  obtained.  If  so,  why  had 
Aey.not  gonh  to  obtain  their  concurrence  to  the  payment  of 
the  debts  of  Earl  Chatham  or  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  still  more* 
strongly,  why,  in  1T58,  had  they  taken  upon  themselTes  to 
cmler  /60,000/.  io  be  issued  for  the  increase  of  the  Judges 
Salaries. 

Mr.  Perceval^  without  disputing  the  priril^^es  of  the 
House,  should  be  able  to  shew  that  the  Prince  Regent  had 
been  pitoerly  advised. 

Mr.  Whiibread  explained,  when  the  Prince  Regent's 
answer  was  read,  stating  that  he  shonkl  be  ready  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  House,  when  the  meanii 
for  doing  so  were  provided  by  P^Iiament. 

FLOGaiNG   LOCAL  MILITIA. 

Sir  Fronds  Burdttt  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  subject  upon  which  he  meant  to  make  a  motion,  but 
which  he  would  not  now  press,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the- 
House  that  it  ought  to  be  postponed.  He  held  in  his  hand 
a  wtitten  statement  from  a  respectable  gentleman  at  Liver- 
pool, upon  the  authenticity  of  which  he  had  every  reason  ta 
E lace  reliance,  and  which  with  the  permission  of  the  Hou90 
e  would  read.^ — The  Utter  stated,  that  during  the  period  on- 
which  the  Local  Militia  was  recently  called  out  at  Liver- - 
pool,  a  private  of  the  8th  company  in  the  regiment,  nained 
Taylor,  had  written  a  song  respecting  the  service  of  the 
Local  Militia,  tiie  circumstances  of  their  treatment  on  duty^. 
and  the  hteaA  served  out  to  them  whUe  embodied.  This  song 
he  had  sung  among  his  comrades^  and  afterwards  sent  the 
manuscript  to  a  printer's  to  have  a  number  struck  off.  The 
printer,  however,  before  he  published,  thought  it  necessary  ^ 
fp  submit  a  copy  for  the  pentaal  of  Colonel  i«arl,  command^  * 


•' 


of  the  vej^imeiity  to  which  Taylor  consented ;  md  so  sooa 
as  Colenel  Earl  bad  perused  it,  be  gave  orders  for  the  arrest 
and-  confinement  ct  Taylor,  in  order  to  his  beifij^  brouf  bt  to 
acoart-martiai*  '  In  two  hoars  be  vnm  broasht  befine  the 
Coart  for  trmi,  upon  tb^  charfi^e  of  pnUishin^  this  song*, 
alle^  fo  be  an  injurious  reflection  upon  the  regin&Bf,  and 
ils  service,  and  he  was  remanded  to  confinement. with  the  al- 
fewance  of  an  hour  to  prepare  for  his  defence.  At  the  end 
elf  which  time  he  was  airMn  broQ;?ht  m^  when  he  avoweii 
luMfing  written  the  son?,  but  denied  any  criminal  inCention^ 
Md  he  produced  sevml  witnenes  i^  character.  He  was^ 
however,  found  «:uilty,  and  sentenced  to  receive  two 
hundred  lashes.  He  requested  to  be  furnished '  with  a  cepjr 
of  the  roinutra  of  the  proceedings  against 'him,  bnt  this  was 
•rfoied ;  and  in  two  houta  afterwards  he  was  marched  under 
a  guard  to  the  parade,  where  the  regiment  was  drawn  up* 
He  was  tied  up  to  the  halberts,  and  received  50  lashes,  but 
the  remainder  were  remitted  by  Colonel  Earl.  The  letter 
todds,  that  the  writer  means  not  to  attach  any  censure  upon 
the  conduct  of  Colonel  Earl,  whom  it  states  to  be  a  humane 
man  ;  and  sajrs  that  many  members  of  the  court-martial 
were  anxious  to  acqiiit  the  man^  but  could  not,  upon  the 
evidence  against  hinr.  It  stated,  also,  that  Taylor  ia  a 
person  of  a  most  excellent  dbarecter,  in  reputable  life,  being 
clerk  to  thb. Society  of  Lighter  and  Boat  Owners  in  Liver* 
pool ;  that  he  is  a  man  of  good  moral  chamcter,  and  of  edu- 
cation and  mind  much  superior  to  his  station.  The  letter 
concluded  with  requesting  the  hon.  Baronet  to  bring  the 
•object  before  Parliament,  and,  if  possible,  to  cause  a  stop 
to  be  put  to  a  species  of  punishment  so  calculated  to  excite 
di^ost.  The  hon.  Baronet  then  proce^ed  to  some  very 
pointed  observations  upon  the  punishment  of  flogging, 
which  had  as  it  wefe  crept  unaccountably  into  the  Britisb 
service,  as  one  which  was  abhorrent  to  every  fteling  of  fau« 
manity  as  well  as  of  British  freedom,  and  was  a  di^raoe 
and  a  reproach  to  the  military  serVioe  of  this  country.  He 
concluded  by  moving  for  that  which  Taylor  was  unable 
,  to  obtain,  namely,  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Court* 
martial. 

The  Chancfttor  ff  tht  ExcAiquer  observed,  llHit  on  a 
Saturday,  and  in  so  thin  a  House,  it  was  not  usual  to  expect 
motions  of  such  importance  as  to  call  for  discussion.. 
Before,  however,  he  could  consent  to  the  motion,  he 
should  wish  a  fuller  HoqsCi  and  somie  opportunity  for  in* 
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qairy.  He  therefore  bo|)ed  the  hon.  Baronet  would  have 
no  objection  to  postpooe  biv  motion.  After  some  con* 
vernation,  the  motion  was  postponed  tratil  Thursdajf 
ae'Dnight* 

Mr.  fVhiibread  wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord  (Palmerston) 
if  coarts-marttal  were  airtbori zed  to  imprison  Local  Militia 
men  in  the  common  gaoL 

Lord  Palmerston  conceived  the  proper  p1^ce  of  confine^ 
ment  io  sach  cases  was  the  guard-room  of  the  Scaffy  or  in 
that  of  the  next  miliury  station. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS- 

HONDAT,   HAT  S7* 
CATHOLICS     OP     IRELAND. 

The  Murquu  of  Downshire,  in  preseotiog  the  petition  of 
the  Roman  Catboli(^  of  lr^land>  spoke  to  the  followiog 
effect.— Mj  lordft— it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  I  rise 
this  night,  to  occupy  a  few  moments  of  your  atteadon>— 
moments  which  I  shall  devote,  however,  to  the  considera* 
tioD  of  the  most  important  subject  that  can  meet,  your 
lordships*  mind.  It  is  in  consequence  of  the  indispositioii 
of  an  excellent  peer,  (Lord  Donoughmore)  a  man  whose 
name  will  be  for  ever  held  sacred  by  his  country,  from  the 
iseal,  and  proper  enthusiasm  be  has  displayed  in  the  ca^s• 
of  his  Catholic  country  menv  It  is,  my  lords,  in  consequence 
.of  his  indisposition,  that  this  honour  has  fallen  upon  me. 
May  his  health  soon  be  re-established,  that  so  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  may  again  possess  an  abler  asserterof  their  rights 
than  myself ;  but  they  cannot  possess  a  more  sincere  one. 
Ko,  my  Lords,  I  i^eel  for  them  in  aiy  heart.  I  kuow  them 
well.  Not  merely  from  what  1  have  heard^  but  from  wiiat 
I  have  seen  and  witnessed.  They  are  a  most  respectable 
body  of  men,  and  in  this  long  list  of  petitioners,  my  lords, 
there  are  many  reputable,  not  only  from  the  characters  and 
good  conduct,  but  from  the  situation  they  hold  in  society* 
Many  of  them  [  know,  most  of  them  1  have  some  knowledge 
<>f— and  all  of  them,  1  can  assure  you,  my  lords,  are 
worthy  of  a  participation  in  those  blessed  rights  and  privi* 
leges  which  you  possess.  They  are  born  Britons,  my  lords 
— they  hare  liyed  Britons — ^they  think,  and  act»  and  feet 
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like  Britons ;  and  for  Grod^s  sake  treat  them  as  BritoD9« 
By  listenine  to  tbis^  their  Petition,' oiy  lordsi  you  secure  to 
yourselves  the  boundless  adTantases  of  so  large  a  portion  of 
your  population  ;  and  although  tney  have  hitherto  been  in* 
jured-— sadly  injured^  in  being  debarred  from  their  natural 
rights,  yet  so  genial  is  generosity  to  their  nature^  that  you 
will  now — even  now,  attending  to  th^ir  Petition^  gain  their 
endless  gratitude.  I  therefore,  my  Jords^  in  the  name  of 
the  Roman  Catholjcs  of  Ireland^  present  to  you  this  Peti- 
tion, and  propose  that  it  be  taken  into  the  consideration  of 
this  House  ^n  Friday  the  7th  of  June* 

The  Petition  was  read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Friday  the  7th  of 
June*  f 

INSOLVBNT   DEBTORS. 

The  Report  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Bill  was  presented, 
and — 

Lord  Rcdesdak  propo^d  a  new  clause,  which  was  agreed 
to,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  Benefices  of  Clergy- 
men liable  to  sequestration  under  the  Act;  the  same  as  ia 
^  other  cases. 

His  Iprdship  then  moved  that  the  Bill  be  engrossed. 

Earl  Stanhope  wished  the  Bill  to  be  re-committed,  in 
order  to  give  an  opportugity  of  rectifying  the  numerous 
errors  which  he  contended  were  still  in  the  Bill.  • 

The  Lord  Chancellor  would  not  object  "to  the  engross- 
Vienty  but  he  should  feci  himself  Compelled  to  say  not- 
content  to  the  third  reading.  If,  however,  in  conse<]uence 
of  the  failpre  of  this  measure,  a  common  Insolvent  Bill  was 
brought  in,  he  would  not;  object  to  it. 

Lord  Redeidale  greatly  'regretted  the  opposition  which 
liis  Bill  had  met  with,  and  observed  that  a  perfect  measure 
could  not  be  expected  ;  all  they  could  do  was  to  take  ex- 
perience as  far  as  possible  for  their  guide,  and  make  further 
enactments  as  they  were  found  expedient.  An  idea  had 
got  abroad  that  this  was  his  final  Bill  u|>on  this  subject;  but 
the  fact  was,  that  he  had  another  Bill  in  contemplation 
for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  debtor  to  surrender  his 
property  to  his  creditors ;  and  also  a  Bill  which  he  was 
disappointed  in  its  not  being  proposed  in  the  other  House 
this  Session,  for  the  purpose  of  the  more  effectual  recovery, 
at  a  small  expence,  of  debts  under  f(>/. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  had  objections  to  sitae  of  the  provi* 
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sioDS  of  this  Bill,  but  was  folly  aware  that  it  was  impossible 
to  frame  a  perfect  measure  upon  this  subject*  and  was 
therefore  prepared  to  support  the  present  Bill  in  fur« 
therance  of  the  principle  which  he  so  anxiously  wished  to 
.^establish. 

The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. . 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    MAY  27. 
BOARD   OF   CONTROL. 

The  Report  of  tin  Board  of  Control  Bill  was  brought 
up. 

Mr.  Crtevey  said,  be  rose  to  object  to  this  Bill  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  to  that  part  of  it  at  least  that  related  to  the  in* 
crease  of  salary  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Control. 
By  the  Act  of -1703,  that  Act  under  which  the  EastJndia 
Company  now  hold  their  charter,  l6,000/.  per  annum  Wat 
set  apart  out  of  the  East-India  Company^s  funds  as  a  pro- 
vision for  the  Board  of  Control;  of  this  sum,  5,000/.  was 
to  be  distributed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown  between  the 
Presideut  of  the  Board  and  two  Commissionev,  andthe  re- 
maining 1 1,000/.  was  to  be  applied  in  payment  of  Secreta^ 
riesand  Clerks.-«*The  present  Bill  is  amongst  other  things 
to  increase  this  sum  of  16,000/.  to  $£^000/.  for  the  purpose, 
as  is  said,  of  increasing  the  salary  as  well  of  the  President 
as  of  the  inferior  Clerks.    The  distribution  of  the  6,000/. 
]under  the  Act  of  i793>  has  hitherto  always  been  S,000/« 
per  annum  to  the  President,  and  1,500/.  per  annum  to  each 
of  the  Commissioners.    The  present  President  oC  the  Board 
of  Control  says  this  s^m  of  2,000/.  is  too  little  for  him,«nd 
he  wants  more.     My;,answer  to  him  always  has  been,  and 
now  is— I  admit  you  are  ill  paid,  compared  with  the  two 
Commissioners,  because  the  whole  busintiss  is  done  by  you, 
and  they  do  nothing;  their  places  are  perfect  sinecures- 
there  never  has  been  such  a  thing  as  a  Board  held  si()ce  the 
£rst  institution  in.  } 784,  and  therefore .  let  the  Crown,  ia 
the  JMSt  exercise  of  its  disci^tion,  give  you  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  the  5,000/.  than  it  hitherto  has  done,  and  the  Coa^« 
g^s^lpneril  Ies9 »  the  fund  is  perfectly  adequate,,  considering 
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always  that  the  Commissiooers  do  nothing.  The  history  of 
this  Board  of  Control  ij»  really  curious  enough. — When  Mjr. 
Pitt  first  introduced  it  to  public  notice  in.l784y  be  bestowed 
Vp6n  it  this  flattering  description:  he  said—**  It  was  tu« 
tended  that  the  Board  should  consist  of  none  but  Pk-ivjr 
Counsellors;  but  the  Board  should  create  no  increase  of 
officers,'  nor  impose  any .  new  burdens,  since  be  tmsted 
there  could  be  found  persons  enough  who  held  offices  of 
large  emolument  but  no  great  employment,  whose  leisure 
would  amply  allow  of  their  undertaking  the  duty  in  ques« 
tipn."  This  romantic  system  of  the  gratuitous  government 
of  India  by  the  sinecnre  men,  lasted  till  1793,  when  Lord 
Melville  not  only  made  a  provision  for  himself  as  President 
of  the  BoArd  of  Control,  but,  to  make  up  for  lost  timeao«l 
past  errors,'  he  created  those  two  new  Parliamentary  sine* 
cures,  caHed  the  Junior  Commissionefs  for  maaagiog  the 
Affairs  of  India.  The  present  Bill  is  a  still  further  improve* 
inent  of  the  present  President  of  the  Board  of  Control  upon 
the  Act  of  his  nobie  relation.  He  wants  bis  own  salary 
raised,  but  be  won't  let  us  tonch  his  sinecure  Commission^ 
ers.  One  should  have  supposed  be  would  have  been  the 
last  man  in  the  country  to  quarrel  with  the  existing  Act, 
considering  it  was  made  by  his  father^  and  particularly  as 
be  himself  had  giv^n  notice  of  the  termination  of  it,  and  of 
ian  early  discussion  of  the  whole  subject.  As  however  the 
right  hyourabte  gentleman  is  evidently  abov^  such  trifling 
considerations  as^  those,  he  puts  us  upon  investigating  his 
own  claims  to  further  remuneration  :  he  is  the  fint  public 
claimant  for  an  increase  of  salary  in  this  office ;  and  if  I 
compare  him  with  a  noble  Lord  (Castlereagb),  who  held 
this  office  before  htm,  and  who  made  no  such  claim,  therms 
can  be  no  comparison  of  what  might  have  been  the  justice 
of  the  claims  of  Lord  Castlereagh  compared  with  the  right 
honourable  eentleman.  The  noble  Lord  held  this  office 
longer  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  done.  '  He. 
had  filled  a  great  situation  in  the  State  for  some  time  before; 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  made  his  first  appear- 
ance as  an  officer  of  the  State  in  his  present  situation.  The 
noble  Lord,  as  the  Indian  Minister,  used  to  lay  his  views  an- 
nually before  this  House  in  what  is  called  an  Indian  Bud* 
pet,  an  operation  of  at  least  great  labour  if  not  of  great  pub* 
ic  benefit,  whereas,  the  right  hononrable  gentkman  has 
very  happily  relieved  himself  from  this  part  of  his  official 
duty,  by  never  saying  a  single  word  of  them^  great  part  of 
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tbe  Empire  over  wbtcb  he  is  supposed  to  preside ;  aod  then» 
to  conclude  the  oompHrison,  the  noble  Liord  held  no  other 
office  that  I  know  of-^whereas  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  the  consolation  of  enjoying  a  sinecure  place  in 
Scotland  of  9,000/.-  per  annum  and  upwards.     Consider- 
ing, therefore,  all  tlie  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  think  the 
right  "hohourable  gentleman  fails  in  making  out  any  urgent 
claim  upon  our  justice.     How  then  does  he  stand  as  to  any: 
appeal  to  our  compassion?— *Wby  really, considering  that  he 
DOW  has  bis  pay  as  President  2,000/.  per  annum,  and  his* 
sinecure  in  Scotland  of '2,000/.  more,  considering  that  Lord 
Melville  has  one  pension  from  the  East-India  Company  of 
9,000/.  per  anuuin,  another  from  the  Crown  of  1,500/.  per 
annum,  that  he  has  in  addition  to  these  pensions  a  sinecure 
of  5*500/.  per  annum,  maknig  between  the  father  and  son  - 
]  1,000/.   per  annum;  considering  all  this, 4it)d  above  all, 
considering  that  the  family  &rst  embarked  in  public  life  in 
the  gratuitous  line^  they  may  at  least  be  said  not  to  have 
done  muci),  and  thnt  no  cas^e  of  real  distress  is  at  all  made 
qut  by  the  rij^ht  honourable  President.    The  honourable 
fi;enlli'mnn  said,  ]xThnps*hc  entertained  more  jealousy  of 
the  j-ighl  bononrable  President  on  these  subjects  than  others 
'  did,  and  it  was  owing  to  his  having  htul  occasion  before- 
now  to  look  after  liim.     Some  time  since  be  found  that  the 
right  honourable  President  had  got  very  comfortably  settled 
in  an  excellent  house»  for  which  9  or  10,000/.  public  money 
had  been  given ;  that  he  vras  living  in  it  rent  free^  and  that  he 
was  pleas«^d    very  humorously  to  call  it  the  official  re- 
sidence of  tlie   President  of  the  Board  of  Control :    upon 
further  ihqniry,  he  founcf  that  this  house  had  long  been  a 
great  favburite  in  tbe  right  honourable  getitleman's  fainilj, 
that  Lord  M*.  had  himself  selected  it  as  a  handsome  piece  of 
attention  to  be  paid  him  by  the  India  Company  in  the 
shape  of  a  conveyance  of  flee  in  return  for  his  gratuitous 
government  of  India;   ami  this  plan  was  only  defeated  by 
some  mischievous    persons  in  the  Court  of  Proprietors. 
1  be  right  honourable  gentleman,  wheti  he  succeeded  to  the 
office,  held  formerly  by  his  noble  relation,  succeeded  like- 
ivise  to  the  passion  entertained  by  him  for  this  house:  and^ ' 
as  he  said  before,  had  actually  shewn  address  enough  to    - 
get  possession  of  it  at  one  time*    Now  tbe  only  nse  he  meant 
to  make  of  this  fiict  was  this,  viz.  to  impress  upon  tbe 
House,  that  when  they  bavemry  thing  to  do  with  the  right 
JuMiourable  gentkrman  as  a  claimant  for  remuneration  of  bis 
.   VdL,  III.— 1811.  2{J 
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cmn  services,  thotigb  ke  has  had  bardj  the  experience  of 
four  years  official  labours,  yet  in  the  appreciation  of  an 
adequate,  reward  for  them,  he  would  be  found  to  be  a  yerj 
considerable  artist.  Under  all  the  circttmstancKs  of  the 
case,  he  hoped  the  honourable  gf«tlenian  would  excuse  him 
for  now  attempting  to  separate  him  from  the  society  of  the 
Clerks  in  this  Bill,  b^  moving  to  expimge  all  that  related  to 
his  oV^n  increase  ot  pay;  and  next  year  he  might  appear 
again  with  at  least  as  much  dignity,  anci  with  more  pro* 
miety  on  the  pnrt  of  the  House,  when  the  institution  of  the 
mard  of  Control  itself  and  all  relating  to  it  were  to  come 
under  public  consideration. 

Xora  Castlereagh  said,  as  he  had  be^  alltfded  to  by  th* 
.  hoBourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey),  he  thought  it  proper 
to  state,  that  before  leavihg  office  he  had  recommended  that 
the  saUries  of  the  President  and  other  Oncers  of  the  Board 
of  Control  should  be  put  on  a  more  respectable  footing, 
and  that  he  considered  the  public  service  materially  inte- 
rested in  this  augmentation  of  salary. 

jl/r.  R.  Dufidas  said,  he  did  not  conceive  himself  at' 
present  called  on  to  enter  into  any  of  the  personal  allusions 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey).  He,  for  him- 
self, should  never  have  thought  of  bringing  forward  the 
present  Bill,  had  his  owu  interest  alone  been  concerned;  but 
he  was  called  upon  to  do  so  for  the  sake  of  others,  whose 
interests  were  also  concerned  in  it,  at  the  suggestions  of  those 
who  were  interested  in  the  permanent  respectability  of  that 
departmant  of  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Calcraft  aid  not  very  well  undefetand  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  meant  by  being  compeUed  by 
otners  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  for  his  own  benefit.  He,  for 
one,  was  persuaded  that  all  the  great  offices  under  Govern- 
ment should  be  provided  with  ample  salaries,  and.  he  was 
sensible  that  many,  of  the  salaries  were  by  no  means  ade- 
quate; and  had  this  very  office  of  President  of  the  Board 
of  Control  been  in  the  hands  of  any  other  pefson  than  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  he  should  willingly  have  con-  ^ 
sented  to  have  the  salary  increased ;  but  when  ne  considered ' 
that  this  increase  was  called  for  at  a  period  of  peculiar 
nafional  distress,  and  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
enjoyed  already  a  sinecure  office  to  a  considerable  amount, 
and  when  he  considered  what,  in  his  mind,  was  conclusive 
with  respect  to  the  present  period,  that  claims  of  the 
g  tea  test  importance  had  been  postponed,  the  dakns  of  tht 
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•Officers  of  the  Armj  and  Navy,  of  thtwe  men  wtio  were 
«nipl(\yed  in  the  most  efficient  service  of  the  State,  who  had 
the  most  undeniable  li^ht  of  preference,  he  could  not  con* 
neiit  tq  the  ppe^ent  augmentation.  He  thought  it  was  by 
BO  means  juaicious  to  agree  .to  the  augmentation^  without 
previously  g^ng  into  a  more  extensive  inquiry ;  for  he 
was  not  only  satisfied  that  the  salawes  of  the  Bo^urd  of 
Control  were  great,  but  were  equal. to' those  offheothCT* 
Governraeat  offices.  The  Treasury,  for  instance,  which  was 
•tbe  most  laborious  office  under  Government,  except  the 
Admiralty,  had  not  salaries  equal  to  the  Bjard  of  Control. 

Mr,  W.  Adam  observed,  the  question  whether  the  East* 
India  Company's  Charter  ought  to  be  renewed,  and  whether 
the  salaries  of  the  Officers  of  the  Board  of  Control  were  tp 
be  adequate,^  was  perfectly  distinct;  and  he  could  see  no 
reason,  if  ttiese  salaries  were  at  present  inadequate,  why 
they  should  not  be  augmented.  The  office  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Qontrol  should  be  made  substantive,  and 
equal  in  point  of  salary  to  the  other  great  offices  under 
Government.  With  respect  to  the  sinecure  qffice  which  it 
liad  been  said  the  right  honourable  gentleman  enjoyed 
under  Government,  it  was  not^properly  a  public  sinecure, 
ib^at  was  paid  from  the  fees  of  suitors  in  a  court  of  law ; 
and  it  consisted  with  his  knowledge,  that  it  liad  ibeen 
pledged  by  the  right  honourable  gentlemau,  for  the  sal^e 
of  defraying  his  father^s  expences  at  Westminster-Hall. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man  (Mr.  Dundas)  seemed  to  rise  up  in  great  wrath  that  he 
had  been  -personally  alluded.  to«  The  truth  was,  that.tbe 
present  was  intrinsically  a  personal  question;  and  if  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  chose  to  bring  forward  claims 
for  remuneration  of  its  services,  it  was  necessary  to  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  the  merits  oo  which  those  chims 
were  founded.  He  thought  the  learned  geatleman  (Mr. 
Adam),  had  shewn  a  great  indUcretion  in  alluding  to^he 
.  pledging  of  the  sinecure  office. 

LordCastlereagh  and  Lord  Folkestone  explained. 
^     Mr.  P,  Moore  objected 'to  the  taking  away  the  funds  of 
the  l!)ast-*India  Company  without  their  consent. 

General   Tarleton  could  not  agree  to  any  increase  in  the 

claries  of, Civil  Officers  till  the  pay  of  the  Officers  of  the 

Army  and  Navy  Was  augmented.      It  had  been  said  that 

.    they 'were  stimulated  hy  higher  motives  thaa  the  desire  |»f 

emohimeni.      True,  but  at  the  same  time  tliey  find  these 
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great  incitements  Mrould  not  furnish  them  vriih  food.  Did 
the  gentlemen  at  the  Bar  act  solely  from  motives  of  dis- 
interestedness, and  a  hope  of  attaining  the  highest  honours 
of  the  profession,  when  tbej  went  to  foreign  climes,  and 
sat  in  palanquins  or  seated  on  elephants  ?  No— ereii  their 
law  letters  they  had  raised  from  6s.  8d.  to  13J.  45.  He  then 
spoke  in  <enns  of  the  highest  commendation  of  the  Army-— 
and  adverted  to  the  hardships  the  officers  and  soldiers  en* 
dured — sleeping  in  wet  blankets  on  the  banks  of  the  Coa 
and  Guadiana;  while  the  Clerks  in  the  civil  offices  slept  on 
their  beds'of  down. 

Mr.  Perceval  defended  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Control  from  the  personal  attacks  of  the  honourable  gcn« 
tlcman  (Mr.  Crecvey).  His  fiiend  had  pledged  1500/.  for 
bis  father ;  and  this  circumstance  was  greatly  to  his  honour, 
though  he  would  ,not  have  mentioned  it,  if  it  had  not  been 
already  brought  forward  and  commented  on.  He  ridiculed 
the  notion  of  the  noble  Lord  (Folkestone),  who  appeared  to 
think»  that  because  several  of  his  friend's  predecessors  had 
advised  this  augmentation,  without  having  proposed  it 
themselves,  it  ought  never  to  be  proposed  at  all.  If  in- 
dustry and  ability  were  to  go  for  any  thing,  at  no  time 
coulcf  the  augmentation  take  place  with  more  propriety 
than  now,  when  his  honourable  friend  held  the  office. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wallace  And  Mr.  Lushing* 
ton,  the  House  divided  : 

For  the  Bill    ...  65 

Against  it      -  -  •  ]9 


Majority 
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Lord  Milton  gave  notice,  that  on  an  early  day  he  intended 
to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the  re-ap- 
pointment of  the  Duke  of  Yu:  k  to  the  office  of  Commander 
in  Chief.  ^ 

TUE    MILITIA    INTERCHANGE    BILL, 

Mr,-  Secretnrj/  Ryder  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
going  into  a  Committee  on  the  Militia  Interdiange  Bill— 
On  the  question  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair, 

Sir  John  Stanhy  expressed  a  wish  that  the  right  honour- 
able gemlcman  would  agree  to  postpone  the  Committee  for 
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a  ^w  days,  to  ^ve  iinie  to  gentlemen  to  consult  with  their 
constituents  upon  several  points  that  remained  for  considera- 
tion in  the  Committee.         < 

JMr,  Tighe  stated  of  bis  own  knowledge,  that  objections 
were  entertained  in  Ireland  ai^inst  this  Bill.  The  Irish 
Militia  were  not  precisely  on  the  same  footinsf  with  the 
English  Militia,  that  is,  thejr  were  not  the  same  kind  of 
constitutional  military  force;  be^idcm,  if  the  Irish  were  to  be 
compelled  i,o  come  over  and  bear  arms  in  this  country, 
they  had  a  fight  to  require  that  they  should  be  allowed  the 
free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  religion.  In  requiring 
tfiis,  the  Irish  only  asked  of  England  to  givi3  them*  the  same 
privileges  she  gave  to  the  foreign  German  troops  now  in 
this  country.  (Heary  hear  I)  He  thougli't  some  delay 
absolutely  necessary,  to  communicate  with  their  consti- 
tuents on  this  subject.  He  should  therefore  move  as  an 
amendment)  that  this  Committee  be  postponed  to  Friday  the 
7th  of  June. 

Sir  John  Newport  stated,  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper 
advertising  a  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  be  held  to- 
X  morrow,  in  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  a  petition 
to  Parliament,  requesting,  that  in  the  event  of  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  due  provision  should  be  m;ide  in  it  for  the  undis- 
turbed exercise  of  their  religion  on  the  part  of  the  Irish 
Militia  serving  in  thb  country. 

Mr.  Graitan  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  delay,  provided 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  consent  to  the  intro-' 
duction  of  a  clause  to  the  effect  required ;  if,  however, 
that  clause  was  not^  to  be  cedecl^  he  should  vote  for  the 
delay. 

Mr.  Percecal  was  surprised  to  hear  the  right  ijpnourable 
gentleman  announce  his  intention  of  voting  for  a  delay, 
which  did  not  seem  to  him  necessary ;  as  to  the  clause  re* 
quired,  the  present  provisions  of  the  Bill  would  be  found  to 
make  every  security  for  the  continuing  to  the  Irish  Koman 
Cfttholic  the  same  privileges  in  this  country  which  he  now 
enjoyed  in  his  own.  Wher^  then  in  that  case  could  be  the' 
ground  of  complaint?  or  where  the  ne<)essity' for  further 
delay? — ^They  were  already  in  possession  of  all  that  a  peti- 
tion could  supply  them  with— the  wish  of  the  Catholic 
Ert^of  the  Irish  Militia  that  provisions  to  this  effect  should 
made,  and  they  would  be  made ;  therefore,  he  thought  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ought  not  to  vote  for  any  delay. 
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nrhm  he  had  acknowledged  that  he  could  not  see  the  necen- 
sHyofftny. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  that  the  good  sense  m  which  the 
right  faoaoumble  gentleman  (Mr.  Peroeval)  seemed  not  to  be 
wantrng  in  his  treatment  of  other  questions,  appeared  to 
fail  him  altogellier  upon  everj  snbject  rehtive  to  Ireland. 
If  the  pre»<ent  qm"s(ion  had  hot  been  connected  with  Irehtnd, 
bow  c<oa1d  the  right  hononroble  gentleman  have  observed  as 
he  had  done  upon  what  had  fallen  from  his.right  honourable 
friend?^  His  right  honourable  friend  had  said,  that  there 
wquld  be  no  m*^  of  delay,  if  a  certain  objection^  was  re> 
moved.  That  objection  the  right  bononrable  gentleman 
vpfuses  to  remove ;  and  }-ct  he  contended  that  his  right 
honourable  friend  wps  Ixmnd  by  his  own  argument  to  admit 
the  delay  to  be  unnecessary.  The  avowed  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  promote  more  effectually  the  union  and  harmonj 
of  the  two  countries.  Did  it  tend  to  that  object,  to 
compel  the  Roman  Catholics  to  come  to  this  country 
with  a  doubt,  if  not  a  penal  restraint,  upon  his  religious 
rights?  -But  it  wns  said  that  lie  would  be  put  in  the  same 
sifuation  in  f  his  country  he  was  in  his  imn,  and  that  there- 
fore he  must  be  satisfied. — Bat  was  he  satisfied  ?  Was 
the  Irish  Catholic  content ' under  his  present  restric- 
tions? Admitting,  hoWever,  that  the  present  Bill  put 
him  in  the  snme  state  in  this  country  he  bad  been  in  his 
own,  but  that  he  did  not  lliink  it  did  so,  WQsit  too  great 
a  sHcrifice  to  the  religious  fi*eling  of  the  country  to  make  a 
dixStinct  rlansc,  which  ^ould  remove  every  doubt  upon  the 
subject  ?  It'the  ri^bt  h<)nourable  gentleman,  who  had  been 
himsrifso  loni;  an  eminent  lawyer,  was  sincere  upon  this 
subject  (|jii(i  this  wns  not  to  be  doubted),  he  was  sure  that. he 
HMist  wish  to  put  it  in  as  unquestionable  a  shape  as  possible* 
He  wouKI  l)e  above*  contmdirig  witii  what  be  might  call  the 
igiioraiVce  or  prrj'Kliccfe  of  the  Catholic  upon  this  subject. 

A  sliort  coiivrrsation  then  took  place,  in  which  Sir  J. 
Newport,  Sir  W.  Wynn,  Mr.  Elliot,  Lord  Palmerslon, 
and  Mr.  Ponsohby  took  a  purt ;  after  which  the  House 
went  into  a  Committee  without  a  division.   * 

Air,  Hydcr  then  «aid,  that  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  desire 
of  the  honourHhIe  gentleman  opposite,  although  to  him  it 
seemetl  unnecessnry,  he  would  propose  a  clause  to  ensure' 
to  the  Irish  Militia  all  the  privilege's  and  immunities  of 
which  they  hdd  respectively  been  iu  antecedisnt  possesp 
sion. 
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After  several  further  obsefratipns  on  the  difierent  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  it  passed  the  Committee^  and  was  ordered  to  be 
tead  a  third  time. 

LORD   tlEUTEl^ANT^S  SALARY. 

The  House  baring  gone  into  a  G>romittee  to  consider  of 
this  subjeot, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  make  a  motion 
similar  to  that  of  fast  j^ear,  viz.  that  a  sum  not  exceedin,^ 
10,000/.  be  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  addition  to  such  sums  ^s  were  already  granted, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  Ireland.  This  he  did  for 
the  purpose  of  making  it  a  permanent  measure,  sanctioned 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  not  a  temporary  grant. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,   MAYSO.^ 

A r PEALS   IN   TUB   HOirSB  OF  LORDS^— COURT  09 

CHAKCERY. 

The  EarLof  Lauderdak,  after  observing  that  the  inform 
fluation  before  the  Committee  on  this  subject  only  ex* 
tended  to  the  comparative  increase  of  business  \i\  the  ( H>Mrt 
of  Chancery  bet\veen  the  periods  often  years  up  to  17  ob^ 
and  ten  years  from  1800,  moved  for  an  account  ot  the  busi- 
ness betore  that  Court  from.  IT  id  to  1800,  and  the  nun^ber  of 
Decrees  from  1755  to  1810. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  no  objection  to  the  motion ; 
but  could  not  consent  io*delay,  till  the  infornmtion  was  pro-> 
duced,  the  measure  in  contemplation  tor  the  more  s^xredy 
baring  of  Appeals  in  that  House,  which  be  thougttt  it  wa^ 
of  great  importance  should  be  passed  before  the  session 
closed,  in  order  that  they  might  begin  in  the  next  sessioa' 
on  the  new  arrangement. 

The- motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Order  of  .the  Day  was  read  for  taking  info  consider- 
ation the  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  f^ate  of 
Appeab  in  the  H^use  of  Lords. 
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The  Report  \vas  itad  bjr  the  Clerk  at  the  table  as  fol- 
lows :  .     ' 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commiltee)  that 
'  it  is  indispensably  necessary,  and  that  it  so  appears  to  be 
•  from  the  great  number  oi  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  now 
depending  in  t  he  House,  announting  together  to  338,  of  which 
296  arc  Appeals,  and  42  Writs  of  Error,  that  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  time  of  the  House  of  Lords  should  be 
employed  in  bearing  Ap))eals,  'than  has  been  hiihqrto  allot- 
ted to  this  part  of  the  business  of  the  House ;  and  that  it 
will  be  expedient,  therefore,  that  the  House  should  deter - 
roine  to  sit  for  this  purpos>e  at  least  three  days  in  every  week 
during  the  Session,  meeting  at  ten  o'clock  at  latest  on  each 
day  till  the  present  arrear  of  causes  shall  have  been  con-* 
siderably  reduced,  and  subsequently  two  days  in  the  week 
at  least,  meeting  at  the  same  hour.  That  as  the  above  regu- 
lation will  unavoidably  take  up  a  large  portion  of  the  time 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  which  would  have  been  employed 
in  other  judicial  duties,  as  appears  from  the  statement  con- 
tained iki  the  Appendix,  of  the  periods  during  which  the 
Ltfrd  Chancellor  usually  sits  in  the  Court  of  Chancery>  it 
is  ahsdnttrly  necessary  ,  that  some  relief  should  be  afforded 
to  him  in  the  discharge  of  such  other  judicial  duties. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  not 
only  tliat  the  judicial  busine&s  of  the  House  of  Lords  hath 
60  increased  as  to  rixiuire,  and  to  be  likely  to  continne  to 
require,  a  greater  portion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  time 
lh;^n  was  heretofore  necessary  for  the  execution  thereof,  and 
therefore  to  disable  him  from  giving  sufficient  attendance  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  but  that  it  also  appears  from  the 
comparative  quantity  of  business  hi  the  Court  at  different 
periods,  its  judicial  establihlmients  having  continuecl  the 
same,  that  there  is  a  considerable  increase  thereof,  taking 
'togetJ)er  the  whole  of  the  different  kinds  of  business  trans- 
acted in  the* Court ;  and  that  it  is  therefore  e>rpedient^  in 
onier  to  secure  at  the  same  time  a  sufficient  attendance  upon 
the  House  of  liords  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  sufficient 
means  for  carrying  on  the  business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
that  an  additional  Judge  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  should 
be  apiwinted.     ^ 

Resolveil,  TImt  it  appears  to  this  Committee  to  be  ex-  ' 
pedientthat  such  Judge  should  hold  his  office  during  good 
behaviour,  and  that  he  should  Ijc  of  a  rank  corrcs[3ondent 
with  that  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
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Besolred,  That  it  is  tbe.optnlcm  of  this  Committee,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  revive  the  practice  which  formerly  pre* 
Tailed  in  the  House  of  Lord*  of  limiting  the  period  in  each 
Session,  after  which  Appeals  shall  not  be  received  in  that 
Session. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  order  all  the  parties  in  the  Appeals  and 
Writs  of  Error,  which  may  be  depending  at  the  close  of 
the  present  Session  in  the  House  of  Lords,  to  biy  the  prints 
of  their  cases-  npon  the  table  of  the  House,  before  the  end 
of  the  first  week  in  the  next  Session  of  i^rliament.  in  order 
that  the  Bouse  may  be  enabled  to  form  some  judgment  of 
thf  nature  of  the  cases  which  have  been  brought  before 
them  ;  and  that  it  should  be  .an  order  of  the  House  that  the 
prints  in  all  cases  of  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  should  be 
hereafter  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  within  a  time  to 
be  limited  after  such  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  have  boea 
presented.  i^ 

7%e  Earl  of  Lherpool  moved  to  agree  with  the  Report, 
whiph  was  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THORSDAY,  MAY  30. 
MALTA. 

Zjord  CocHrane  gave  notice,  for  Thursday  next,  of  a 
motion  for  certain  papers  relative  to  the  Tice-Admiraity 
Court  of  Malta*  The  principal  were,  the  Commission 
of  the  Court,  its  correspondence  with  the  Vice-Admiralty 
Court  of  Gibraltar  relative  to  prizes,  the  list  of  condem- 
nations, the  rates  of  the  fees,  and  the  station  and  duty  of  the 
Marshal  Proctor. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  HOUSE.    . 

rMr.  WkUbreadt  before  he  proceeded  on  the  motion 
touching  Mr.  Falmer's  claims,  would  wave  his  motion 
on -the  Regency,  'partly  from  circumstances  which  bad 
lately  come  to_his  knowledge,  and  partly  from  the 
time  which  the  immediate  question  might  occupy:  but 

Vol,  III— 1811.  «X 


on  Friday  t^'nnigbt  be  would  ^ove  tke  Hpu$»  pa  .Hie 
subject. 

Afr«  Whiibreai  ihen  desired  that  the  Additia  of  tlw 
Hoiifie  ofk  Mr*  JPabner's  churaii  and  tbe  R^geBi'0  Aaiwer 
should  be  read.     They  were  read  accordiogty^ 

Afr.  WhUkread  tben  rose,  and  Aid,  that  pfter  ibe  most 
diligent  inouiry  into  the  records  of  Purliamciit^  be  felt^u»f 
tified*  bj  tne  result  oi  tbe  aearcb  be  bad  made,  in  aayiog, 
that  there  was  no  answer  to  an  Address  of  the  House  of 
(!oo)i]ions  to  be  found  on  their  Journals  sinUar  U^  that 
wbwb  the  Prroce  Hegeot  bad  been  advised  to  retaro  to  the 
Address  of  that  House,  relative  |o  Mr.  Paloier's  Claims^ 
and  which  <had  been  delivered  at  their  bar.   It  was  perfectly 
understooc^  that  the  House  of  CoainioDs  Aoi  only  daimed 
luid  exercised  tbe  right  to  originate  all  grants  of  moue^  ta 
ibe  Crown,  but  also  both  claitnod  and  exercised  the  nghi 
to  dispose  of  all  grants  of  money  given  to  the  Grown* 
There  were  many  circumstances  connected  with  die  grants 
;og  and  dispositiou  of  money  by  that  House,  which  ft  was 
alike  necessary  and  in!portant  to  adhere  .to.     It  would  liot 
be  desirable  for  him  to  trouble  the  House  by  going  far  back 
into  the  history  of  the  prsctice  of  Parliament  upon  these 
points  :  he  should  therefore  take  ii  up  at  the  Revolution  ; 
JProm  which  period^  down  to  the  present^trmej  that  House 
had  in  various  instances  addressed  the  Crown  to  direct  the 
issue  of  sums  of  money,  which  gums  the  House  uniformly 
engaged  to  make  good.   There  Was  no  instance  to  be  found 
of  such  an  Address  being  presented,  when  the  money  ad^ 
vanced  in  pursuance  of  it  bad,  from  any  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  Hou>e  to  fulfil  its  pleWge,   not  been  made  good. 
There  were  also  various  occasions  on  which  the  Crown,' 
from  a  sense  of  its  own  necessities,  had  applied  to  tliat 
Hous^  for  relief^  founding  such  a^>pGcation  on  the  ground 
of  necessity,  and  on  which  that  House  granted  the  relief 
required,   on   its  own  auihority   alone.      In    every   such 
instance,  that  Housei  in  answer  to  the  applications  of  tbe 
Crown,  had  invariably  taken  upon  iUelf  the  right  and  the 
power  to  firrant  the  relief  requested.     It  remained,  then,  for 
the  Hght  honourable  gentleman  opposite  (tbe  Chancellor  of 
•the  Exchequer)  and  his  colleagues,  in  the  year  1811,  to 
depart  from  that  invariable  practice,  and  make  the  Crown, 
under  tbe  government  of  the  Prince  Regent,  send  down  an 
ungracious  answer  to  that  House — an  answer  which  was' 
neither  more  nor  less,  than  an  expression  of  a  doubt  of  tbe 
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pomrer  of  that  House  to  make  eood  the  ^tim  of  money 
trhich*  its  by  address;  it  had  calied  upon  the  Regent  to 
direct  to  be  issued.  It  wouM  be,  he  trusted,  wholly  onne* 
cessary  for  brp,  on  this  occasion  to  guard  himself  agarnst 
tbe  imputation  of  wishing  to  throw  any  reflection  Upon  the 
Prince  Regent.  The  answer,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Sove^ 
reign,  be  could  not  consider  as  the  answer  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  but  of  the  Ministers  who  ddvised  it,  ami  who  were 
solely  responsible  to  that  House  for  such  advice.  {ffear\ 
Hear  I)  oat  to  come  directly  to  the  question,  he  had" to 
acquaint  the  House,  that  so  early  after  the  Revolution  as 
the  1st  of  William  and  Mary,  tiiat  House  had,  either  ,by 
Address  or  Resolution,  without  the  interference  of  the 
Lords,  authorised  the  issue  of  money  for  the  pay  of  the 
foreign  troops  which  had  come  over  with  that  Prinrce.  In 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  ail  the  grants  ta  the  Diikg  of 
Marlborough  had  been  issued  in  consequence  of  donvmnni* 
cations  between  the  Queen  anx]  that  House  only.  The 
sums  issued  for  the  erection  of  the  new  churches,  in  the 
sam^  reign,  had  likewise  been  issued  by  the  authority  of 
that  House  only  ;  and  the  communications  respectihi;  them 
were,  as  in  the  former  instance,  between  the  Queen  and  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  had  also  to  state,  that  her  Ma- 
jesty, finding  her  civil  list  distressed, '  Had  applied  directly 
to  that  House,  wivhout  making  airy  communication  what- 
ever to  the  other  House  for  relief;  and  this  disti*ess  her 
Majesty  assured  the  House  of  her  reliance  upon  its  ability 
td  relieve.  The  House,  as  it  had  the  right,  granted  of 
course  the  relief  so  required  ;  and  there  was  this  remarkable 
circUmstauce'at?ending  the  transaction,  that  then,  as  in  a 
recent  instance,  the  matter  hftd  been  animadverted  upon  by 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Peers,  as  tending  to  deprive  that 
branch  of  the  Legislatureof  its  constitutional  share  of  control 
over  the  public  expenditure.  The  Ehike  of  Boiton  was  said 
to  have  delivered  himself  to  that  effect  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  to  have  recorded  his  opinion'  by  fixing  a  day  for 
bringing  the  question  before  the  House  of  tiords;  though, 
whether  from  the  interference  of  other  business,  or  the  un- 
tenablenesss  of  the  ground  upon  which  he  resredi  that'n^ble 
peer  never  proceeded  with  the  mbiioh,  'respecting  what  He 
at  first  conceived  to  be  ill-treatment  of  the  House  of  Lords 
by  that  House,  in  undertaking  upon  its  oWn  authority  alone 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  of  ihfe  ciVil  list.  In  the  reigti 
of  George  1.  the  saifie  had  been  iohi  by  the  Cbmmorils^ 
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ivitboiijt  any  interferRoce  with  i|ieir  right  or  llmr*powe*r 
by  the  other  Honse.  The  same'  thing  happened  tn  the 
reign  of  George  II,  and  particularly  in  that  reoiarj^able 
instance  in  175B,  when  the  House  of  Commons,  with- 
out any  ajppiication  being  made,  confident  of  their 
power »  addressed  the  Crown  to  issue  money  for  no  less 
a  purpose  than  to  augment  the  salaries  of  the  Judges, 
and  pledged  themselves  to  make  ^ood  the  same.  The 
money  was  consequently  issued,  aoo  made  good,  without 
any  proceeding  haying  been  taken  by  the  Lords  to  contra- 
vene the  grant.  During  the  reigns  of  Geojfge  H.  and  III, 
the  instances  of  grants  of  money  to  private  indivjduaL»»  aa 

tentlemen  must  recollect,  in  pursuance  of  addresses  of  that 
louse,  were  frequent.  He  should  mention  the  cases  of 
Mudge,  Lowndes*  Egerton,  and  Dr.  Smith.  But  there 
were  besides  two  instances  in  the  present  reign,  of  large 
turns  of  money  voted  by  addre^^s  of  tha^^luuse,  even  while 
the  Committee  of  Supply  was  sitting*  withoi^t  any  interfe- 
rence oil  the  part  of  the  House  of  Lords.  In  one  of  these 
instances  the  case  was  brought  forward,  when,  after  the 
death  of  the  paity^  an  opinion  had  been  expressed  in  the 
other  House  .adverse  to  the  grant,  and  a  remarkable  protest 
upon  a  measure  connected  with  it  entered  upon  the  Joui^ 
nals  of  the  House  of  Lords.  The  House  woHid  be  aware^ 
that  the  case  to  which  he  alluded  was  that  of  the  great 
Lord  Chatham.  Upon  the  death  of  that  eminent  statesman, 
the  House  of  Commons  came  to  a  resolution  to  copferupoa 
his  descendants  for  two  lives,  an  additional  pension,  in 
token  of  the  high  sense  of  his  great  public  services ;« 9  sen- 
timent  in  which  he  fully  concurred  with^them.  An  act 
was  brought  in  accordingly ;  which,  when  sent  up  to  the 
Lbrds,  was  the  subject  of  discussion  and  difference  of 
opinion ;  so  that  the  remarkable  protest  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  was  drawn  op  and  entered  on  the  Lords'  Jourpa  Is 
on  the  id  of  June,  1778,  to  this  effect :— ^<  That  the  grant 
was  an  extravagant  waste  of  the  public  money,  during  an 
arduous  and  expensivejwar,  and  was  calculated  to  enrich  a 
private  family  at  the  public  expence.*'  This  protest  was 
ficned  by  .Lord  Bathurst,  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Archbishop 
of  York,  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  and  Lord  Paget.  He 
stated  this,  in  order  to  shew  that  a  difference  of  opinion 
respecting  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  grant 
existed,  and  was  known  to  exist  at  the  time  in  the  minda 
of  certain  members  of  the  House  of  Lords.    Tet,  notwilh- 
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staodiofg   this   protest,   this    soK. 
opiiiio%  of  those  Peers  in  the  otbx 
Commons  addressed  bis  Majesty^  to 

4>e  erected,  and  a  public  funeral  to  be  ^ 

,]ssQe  a  sum  of  90,000/.  to  pay  the  debt^ 
all  which  expences  and  issues  ihey  p 
good.     In  no  one  of  tbe^  cases  had  the  . 
suhed  ;  and  whether  it  was  that  they  had  tav     • 
out  their  knowledge^  or»  aware  of  the  gran. 
had  passed  over  tbem,  certain  it  was  that  no  nv 
ever  had  been  taken  of  thein  by  the  JLords.  In  a  k        >ise, 
that  of  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  that  House,  after  debiwe;  dis- 
cussion, and  a  division,  voted  a  funeral,  and  a  sum  of 
40,000/.  to  pay  his  debts,  without  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  Lords.     It  did   not  appear »  indeed,  that  the 
question  had  been  submitted  to  their  consideration  at  all ; 
as  in  the  Approbation  Act,  there  appeared  an  item  only  of 
49,000/.  to  rej>ay  sums  to  that  amount  issued  ^ipon  ad- 

^  dresses  of  that  House,  without  any  mention  of  Mr.  Piti^  ^ 
or  of  the  respective  votes.  They  well  knew,  too,  that  it 
was  the  constant  practice  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  address 
the  Crown,  to  order  the  payment  of  various  small  surns^ 
which  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  .wait  to  ^nd  down  to 
that  House  for  a  vote ;  such,  for  instance,  a§  the  expence 
of  printing  their  Journals,  and  of  defraying  the  salaries  of 
clerks.  It  was  well  known,  that  there  were  learned  persons 
now  attending  at  their  bar,  to  defend  claims  directed  by 
their  Lordships,  the  expence  of  which  it  was  competent  to 
th^m  to  address  the  Crown  to  defray,  without  any  consul- 
tation whatever  with  the  House  of  Commons.  But^heo- 
retically,  he  didnotknow  wherie  the  doctrine  was  to  b# 
found,  which  precluded  the  Lords  from  interfering  with 
noney  bills  or  grants  of  money.  It  was  only  in  practice 
that  such  a  power  seemed  to  be  denied  to  them.^  It  bad 
been  found,  no  doubt,  expedient  for  the  public  service,  that 
the  authority  to  originate  grants  of  money  should  be  kept 
wholly  to  that  House,  and  the  functions  of  the  two  Houses 
kept  separate  and  distinct.  Nothing,  he  would  allow, 
could  be  less  desirable  than  any  altercation  between  the  two 
Houses,  or  any  difference  of  opinion,  which  might  lead 
even  to  a  free  conference  for  the  adjustment  of  the  disptited 
points  upon  which  the  Lords  and  Commons  might  so 
happen  to  differ.  Upon  the  present  occasion,  however,  he 
was  happy  to  say,  that  no  such  difference  could  exist.    He 
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wiiDOH$tpr^Qj.  y^j  jj^g  House  any  dacunEieat  before  it 
y  i^r^uTat  dny  difference  coiild  exist  upon  tliis  subject 
in  the  Lords  and  Commons,  or  that  any  disputed 
loint  could  occur.  The  whole  question  now  lay  between 
the  Crown  and  the  House  of  Commous.  The  Crov^n^  be 
contended,  had  been  ill  advised,  when  an  answer  was  re- 
turned by  the  Regent^  to  an  address  of  ibat  Housf^for  an 
issue  of  money,  that  he  would  wait  till  the  Parliament  would 
enable  him  lo  pay  the  mony.  Such  a  word,  he  was  prje- 
paredxtosay,  was  never  iuirodu,ced.  into  an  answer  from 
the  Crown — was  never  made  use  of  by  the  Speaker  when 
he  tendered  money  bills  at  the  bar  of  the  Lords — waa 
never,  at  an^  time,  uttered  by  the  Sovereign  himself, 
when,  leaving  out  the  Lords,  he  addressed  himself  parti* 
cularly  to  the  Genilemeu  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
express  his  reliance  on  their  zeal  to  furnish  him  with  the 
necessary  supplies,  or  to  thank  them  for  the  sums  they  may 
have  antecedently  granted.  Should  that  House,  thei^. 
allow  this  practice  to  be  introduced?  ^  Should^he  House  of 
Commons  submit  to  be  told  to  wait  till  the  Parliament 
should  settle  the  funds  for  the  payment  of  a!ny  sums  they 
fnay  appiv  by.  addie  s  to  have  is^ued?     In  the  case  of  the 

Srant  to  Portugal  in  the  present  session — in  the  case  of  the 
rord- Lieutenant  of  .Ireland  in  the  last  session— -no  such 
|vord  Had  been  inserted  in  the  answers,  to  their  addresses. 
Sad  not  the  House  granted  with  liberality,  with  getierosity 
and  zeal,  the  sums  necessary  for  the  ma  nten«nce  of  his 
Majesty's  Army,  of  his  Navy,  of  his  Civil  List,  and  for  the 
security  and  protection  of  all  parts  of  his  dominions;  aCid 
Ifith  what  grace  could  the  Prince  Regent  send  down  an 
answer  to  an  Address  pfihat  House,  that  before  he  should 
comply  with  it  he  should  wait  till  Parliament  enabled  him? 
After  voting  millions,  and  hundreds  of  millions  he  had 
almost  said,  for  these  various'services,  and  uiade  provision 
for  the  disposition  of  them  too,  was  it  a  proper  return  for 
their  zeal,  or  respectful  to  their  privileges,  lo  be  told,  on  an 
Address  for  the  issue  of  this  9um  to  satiety  Mr.  Palmer's 
claims,  which  the}'  promised  to  make  ^ood,  that  the  Crown 
doubted  whether  the  House  of  Commons  had  the  power  to 
make  good  the  sum,  and  W(»uld  wait  till  Parliament  sh9uld 
supply  the  means?  Thus  much  he  had  thought  it  necessary 
to  say  upon  the  general  question  :  he  bad  now  a  few  ol>* 
servations  to  add  upon  the  particular  question.  It  would 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  how  the' right  honour* 
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able  geatleniaa,  after  having  beeft  foiled  in  the  year  1808, 
cootriiRed  to  take  this  grant  otit  of  the  Appropriation  Act, 
nod  made  it  the  subject  of  a  separate  Bill.     It  was  con- 
trary to  the  wish  of  the  honourable  member  who  brought 
forward  the  claim,  that  this  Bill  went  to  the  Lords;  on 
the  contrary,  be  gave  it  up  altogether.     But  the  rii^bt 
lioiKHirable  gentleman,  a  prime  minister,  fighting  against 
.  a  prirate  individual,  and  finding  himself  defeated  in  every 
instance;  as  was  said  by   the  ever  to  be  lamented  Mr« 
Windham,  appealed    not  from    Philip  drunk   to    Philip 
sober,  but  horn  Philip  sober  to  Fhiiip  drunk  ;  when,  after 
all  the  meipberB  who  had  voted  for   the  Resolution  left 
town,  he  applied '  to  the  House  to  take  the  grant  out  of 
the  Appropriation  Act*    The  honourable  gentleman'  next 
adverted  ip  the  course  pursued  in  a  subsequent  Session^  for 
putting  the  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer  in  a  train  for  decisiotK  in 
a  *cocirt  of  Jaw,  upon  the  merits  ;  and  stated,  that  every 
technical    objection    bad  been  started,    and  every  legal 
impediment  ttirow^  in  the  way,  bjr  the  legal  ndvisers  of 
the  Crown.     The  apprehetYsion  of  any  misunderstanding 
with  the  Lords  upon  the  subject  was  perfectly  gratuitous. 
He  knew  of  none,  atad   none  he  was  sure  existec!.     But 
even  if  there  were  any  difference,  that  }]ouse  was  the  best 
judge  of  its  own  proceedings.     It  was  not  for  any  minister 
to  interfere  to  prevent  such  a\difference:  that  House  was 
equal' to  fight  its  own  battles,  and-  ought  to  maintain  its 
privileges,  even  though  it  should  lead  to  a  difference  and 
a  free  conference  with  the  House  of  Lords;  without  suf- 
fering any  minister  to  interfere.     But  what  he  complained 
of  on  the  part  of  the  House  was,  that  the  right  honcmrable' 
gentleman  fought  them  where  they  could  not  contend  witti 
biia.     He  (Mr.  W.)  called  u|>on  the  House  of  Commons, 
then,  not  to  sit  down  content  with  this  message,  but  to 
risk  even  a  contest  with  the  Lords,  if  that  should  be  the  con- 
sequence, rather  than  submit  to  such  an  infraction  of  their 
privileges.     Upon  ail  the  groinds  he  bad  Stated,  he  should 
move  a  Resolution,  ''That  whoever  advised  the  Prince 
Regent  to  doubt  the  readiness  and  sui^liciency  of  that  House 
to  make  good  any  sum   issued   in   complianee    with   an 
Address  of  that  House,  had  given  advice  calculated  to  dis- 
turb the  good  understanding  betwctil  the  Grown  and  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  it  is  at  all  times  of  the  highest 
importaoce  to  promote  and  maintain.'* 
Mr.  2ier«ey  seconded  the  mdtioD, 
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Colonel  Palmer  then  rote,  imd  spoke  aader  the  mfluence 
of  such  natural  feelings,  as  rendered  him  se^oelr  audible* 
lie  expressed  a  hope^  that  be  had»  throogbouc  ail  the  .dts* 
oussious  of  this  question,  conducted  himself  with  be- 
coming .tempel* ;  and  he  would  Confess,  that  the  manner  in 
which  the* debate  had  been  managed  on  a* late  occasiofi  put 
that  temper  to  a  severe  trial.  He  should  not  then  trespass 
on  the  House  b}*  replying  to  arguments  which  had  been  so 
ofien  refuted  already  ;  but  as  he  found  that  forbearance 
served  only  to  provoke  still  greater  hostility,  he  should  on 
that  occasion  submit  to  the  House  a  plain  stotement  of  the 
case.  He  should  have  expected  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  was  the  great  opt>oser  or  Mr.  Palmer's 
claims,  that  having  once  made  a  promise  upon  the  subject, 
be  would  have  considered  himself  bound  to  perform  it. 
That  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  othen,  on  a  former 
night,  had  resorted  to  extracts  from  private  letters,  on 
which  to  groqnd  their  arguments.  Now,  he,  too,  could 
refer  to  a  private  letter  frpm  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, containing  a  promise,  which  be  should  leave  the 
Hou^se  to  judge  how  he  had  performed.  The  letter  had 
b^en  written  to  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  to  whom  he  should 
ever  feel  indebted  for  the  continued  support  which  he  had 

.  on  all  occasions  given  to  Mr.  Palmer's  claims.  That  hon. 
friend  had  remonstrated  with  the  right  honourable  ^utle* 
man,  on  ^the  opposition  which  he  persisted  in  givmg  to 
Mr.  Palmer's  claims ;,  and  in  auswer  to  such  remonstrance 
the  letter  he  Hllud(*d  to  had  been  written,  suting,  that  if 
the  Address  should  Be  agreed  to  on  the  Report,  ne  would 
give^lie  claim  no  farther  opposition.  Now  he  should  ask 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  how  that  promise  had 
been  fulfilled  ?  He  would  ask  him,  too,  how  he  could  re- 
concile it  to  himself,  or  to  the  House,  that  he  bad  sent  the 
fiill  in  a  former  $>ession  up  to  the  Lords,  not  only  without, 
but  against  his  consent  ?  This  was  an  outrage  upoil  him, 
Hs  the  originator  of  the  proceeding  in  that  House.-  tii  the 
next  Session  he  had  been  advi^d  by  bis  friends  to  bring 
forward  the  motion  he  had  submitted  this  Session  ;  but  he 
preferred  going  into  a  Giurt  of  Justice,  especially  as  the 
riglit  hon.  gentleman  had   boasted,  that  if  he  did  so,  the 

.  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer  would  be  done  away  with,  and  him-* 
self  indicted  for  a  conspiracy.  After  such  a  statement,  he 
considered  himself  bound  to  go  into  a  Court  of  Law.     He 

.  was  aware  that  the  objection  on  the  .trial  had  been  first' 


MAT  90.3  f  RlTILBOBt   OW   THE  HOUSE.  S4A 

Started  by  the  Judge,  that  unless  it  appeared  that  the  money 
had  been  received  to  Mr.  Palmer's  use,  the.  action  could 
not'  be  maintained.  Mr.  Serjeant  Shepherd,  who  was 
leading  Counsel  for  Mr.  Palmer,  staled,  that  he  had  been 
awareW  this  objection  ;  but  added,  that  as  the  ground  of 
going  into  Court  was  to  obtain  a  decision  on  the  merits, 
that,mighi-be  l^ad  it  the  Counsel  for  the  other  side  would 
admit  that  the  money  had  been  «o  received.  .  [Here  the 
honourable  geniiemai/s  feelings  affected  his  tone  of  voice 
so  as  to  render  the  remainder  of  his  speech  inaudible.] 

Mr.  Bankes  observed,  that  in  many  parts  of  tiie  speech 
of  the  honourat^le  member  who  brought  forward  this 
Idotion^  be  entirely  agreed,  as  he  was  persuaded  every 
meoiber  of  that  House  woul(|«  It  was  his  opinion,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  carried  too  far  his  botion 
of  the  privileges  of  that  House,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
maiotaiuing  them  such  as  they  were.  But  he  was  of 
opioion,  that  the  House  of  Commons  ought  to  make  its 
firm  stand  upon  the  constitutioual  princinles  upon  which 
its  privileges  rested,  and  to  confine  its  claims  within  the 
precise  limits  of  its  own  constitutional  functions.  This  was 
the  course  which  would  best  preserve  their  powers,  and 
tend  most  effectually  to  satisfy  the  wishes  and  expectations 
of  those  who  seat  them  there.  Th^  hon.  meiub^  had 
stated,  that  there  was  no  precedent  to  be  found  on  the 
Journals,  of  an  answer  such  as  that  to  which  Jiis  motion 
referred.  True:  but  would  the  hon.  tnciuber  say,  that 
there  was  any  precedent  of  an  address  being  carried  up.  to 
the  throiie,  such  as  that  .to  which  th^s  answer  had  been  re- 
turned ?  All  the  authorities  upon  constitutional  law  and 
principles,  fromthe  earliest  era  down  to  Mr.  Justice  Black- 
stone,  a^vee  that  the  House  of  Commons  had  the  right  of 
originating  and  disposing  of  grants  of  money  :  but  no  au-, 
thority  existed  of  the  right  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  Legislature.  He  denied  that  a 
small  house  had  done  away  the  act  of  a  large  one.  In  the 
present  question,  there  w^is,  in  his  opinion,  ho  more  judi- 
cious course  to  be  pursued  than  that  which  Minibters  had 
adopted.  It  was  iheir  business  to  prevent  as  much  as 
possible  all  dissention  between  the  two  Houses,  and  there- 
fore they  had  done  right  to' ad  vise  a  qualified  answer  to  the 
address.  The  privileges  which  the  House  of  Lords  pos- 
sessed df  checking  these  improvident  grants  which  either 
the  desire  of  popularity  or  the  solicitations  of  individUifs 
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night  extort  from  that  House,  he  thought  highly  proper* 
He  coQcludfd  by  g'mnfi;  his  opposition  to  the  motioa* 

Mr.  Lambe^  with  iilT  the  desire  which  he  sincerety  bad 
to  concur  in  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend,  tttll  found  him« 
self  anable  to  do  so,  because  the  coiivictioA  which  ettablitbedl 
custom   had  -fixed  upon   his   mind    remainedl  unshakep. 
When  he  differed  from  his  honourable  friead  on  this  sub* 
iect,  he  still  was  firm  on  the  point  of  presenring  their 
privileges  in  case  they  should  be  attacked.    Those  pri« 
,  Tilers  were  given  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  people:  they 
were  the  safegaard  of  the  coontrv ;  and  that  nouse  was 
lound  to  refturtt  them  in  safety  to  their  representatives  ;-r 
they  should  preserve  them  unshaken  by  the  Cr^wn,  unim* 
paired  by  the  House  of  Lords,  uaencroached  on  even  by 
the  blinn  fury  of  the  people  themselves.  {Heorl)    If  hia 
honourable  friend  thought  that  Ministers  were  attempting 
to  taniper  with  those  priv'rleges«  he  ought  not  to  have  ai* 
lowed  II  single  day  to  interfere  between  the  breach  and  the 
-accusation.     As  to  the  precedents  which  had.  been  ad* 
duced,  if  they  were  allowed  to  hAvc  any  weight,  they 
would  go  to  affirm  that  the  House  of  Commons  woulk 
bflve  a  right  to  vote  money  bills  altogether  without  the 
eheck  or  /control  of  the  House  of  Lords.    Three  prece- 
dents bad  been  quoted,  which  were  founded  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne.    It  was  true,  indeed^  that  the  sums  hereiji^ 
alluded  to  had  been  voted  by  a  communication  between  the 
^een  and  the  Hoo^  of  Commons  :  but  the  reason  of  thiy 
was  obrfoas;  no  application  was  necessary  from  the  Crown 
te  the  House  of  Lords  for  the  grant  of  money,  because  the 
irrant  most  oonstitutionally  originate  with   the  House  of 
Commons.    Having  defivered  his  opinion  on  the  parlia* 
tnentary  law  of  the  subject,  he  must  also  beg  leave  to  give 
bis  judgment  on  the  conduct  of  Ministers*     He  could  not 
iielp  thinking  that  the  right'  hon.  gentleman  would  have 
fcted  much  more  wisehr,  if  he  had  lent  a  furthering  hand 
'V»  the  decision  of  the  ffoase  of  Commons^  when  they  had 
agreed  that  the  money  ought  to  be  e:ranted,.Jnsteiu(  of 
-giving*  as  he  Jhad  done,  every  possible  opposition  to  its 
vfiect.     If  such  a  priheiple  was  to  be  acted  on,  it  must 
come  to  this-*tbat  the  votes  of  the-House  would  be  con- 
sidered omnipotent  when  they  were  given  in  support  of  the 
Minister^  and  of  no  e^ct  whatever  when  grveo  against 
'him. 

Mr.  C*  ^*  Wynm  feh  Umselfx  in  a  stjFaage  predicament 


HAT  30.}  rtltlLBCM  OV  TMB  HOOM.  Stlf 

at  present;  becmnsey  having  formerlj  voted  against  tbe  grant 
to  Mr.  palmer,  he  was  now  inclined  to  vole  for  the  moiioa 
which  went  to  support  that  grant*  It  did  not  signifj^  how« 
ever,  what  might  nave  been  his  individual  opinion  onaiornaer 
occasion ;  that  opinion  the  House  over-ruled »  and  he  con* 
■idered  himself  bonnd  by  the  decision  of  the  majority. 
In  exacdy  the  same  sitoation  aa  now  did  be  stand  during 
the  last  Mssion.  He  was  determined  to  vote  for  the  present 
motion.  On  the  address,  the  simple  address  of  that  House, 
the  King  had  paid  the  debts  of  the  Earl  of  Chathaou  it 
was  a  notorious  fact  that  the  address  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  their  vote,  was  always  considered  decisive  on. 
money  questions.  Did  the  Exchequer  ever  wait  for  any 
thing  else  ?  Did  thev  ever  wait  for  an  Act  of  Appioiiria* 
tion  ?  Even  in  the  Loan,  where  all  a  man  was  wortn  in 
the  world  was  concerned ,  they  never  scrapled  to  act  on  the 
mere  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons.  As  to  what 
bad  been  said  with  respect  to  the  issue  of  small  sums  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  no  doubt  it  was  the  case.  But  was  it  not 
also  the  fact,  that  at  the  moment  when  these  sums  were 
voted  by  the  House  of  Lords,  they  wer6  provided  for  by  a 
vote  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  of  the  House  oi  Commons, 
and  to. this  vote  the  Exchequer  paid  respect?  He  muse 
contend,  after  all  that  had  been  said  upon  the  subject,  that 
there  was  no  parliamentary  ground  for  supposing  that  aov 
difierence  of  opinion  existed  between  the  Houses  of  Lorda 
and  Commons.  Jt  was  certainly  true  that  the  «;rantof  thifl 
money  had  been  formerly  voted  by  the  House  ofCommons^ 
and  rejected  by  the  Lords.  It  ought  to  be  reruembered 
now,  however^  that  it  was  three  sessions  since  the  Lords  bad 
rejected  this  grant,  and  the  (Commons  had  no  right  to 
suppose  thatlbey  migh^  not  since  have  changed  their  sen* 
timents.  It  was  an  established  and  acknowledged  prio* 
ciple,  that  the  House  of  Commons  was  the  guardian  of  the 
ublic  purse — the  sole  dispenser  of  the  public  money.  In 
is  opinion,  if  they  submitted  to  the  answer  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (for  h^  should  not  call  it  the  answer 
of  the  Prince),  they  would  at  once  relinquish  this  constitu« 
tionai  privilege.  There  could  not,  in  his  mind,  be  a  stronger 
case  made  out  than  the  present.  If  they  now  conceded,  it 
would  be  in  short  doing  nothing  less  than  inviting  the 
House  of  Lords  to  dispute  th^ir  privileges.  AVben  tiio^ 
privileges  were  dispqtcd,  then  would  be  the  time  to  defend 


E 


348  THE   PABLIAMBNTARY    RMI8TEI.  [COH. 

them.    At  present,  he  Bhpuld  content  himself  by  giving  his 
assent  to  the  motion. 

'  Sir  John  Jmtruiher  said,  nothing  could  be  more  extra- 
ordinary, than  some  of  the  doctrines  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced to-night;  that  it  was  not  proper  in  the  Crown  to 
hesitate  as  to  the  immediate  compliance  with  an  Address  of 
that  House  as  to  money  concerns.  I'here  was  a  case  iti 
point  in  the  rei^n  of  Queen  Anne,  in  which  the  House  of 
Commons  addressed  the  Queen  to  fortify  Chatham,  Her 
jMajesty's  answer  was,  that  she  was  obliged  to  them  for 
turning  their  consideration  to  the  fortifications  of  important 
places;  but  that;  as  the  expence  was  indefinite,  she  de«. 
sired  the  House  to  pause  till  they  should  have  re-considered 
the  matter.  Here  was  a  direct  instance  where  the  Crown 
had  deferred  giving  its  consent  to  an  Address  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  Tierncy  said  (looking  stedfastly  on  the  -Treasury 
Bench),  that  he  perceived  the  right  hon.  si^entleman  op- 
posite did  not  mean  to  enter  on  his  defence,  but  chose 
rather  to  trust  to  his  numbers  than  to  argument.  (A  laugh,) 
This  was,  however,  in  his  opinion,  a  most  important  case  : 
it  contained  the  claims  of  a  very  meritorious  individual,  who 
had  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  public  and  to  the  re- 
venue* It  had  undergone  the  ordeal  of  no  less  than  six 
investigations;  and  so  many  times  had  by  that  House  been 
determined  in  his  favour.  He  would  not  then  trouble  the. 
House  by  going  into  any  lengthened  detail  of  the  whole  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  treatment  from  his  first  connexion  with  his 
Majesty*s  Government*  The  Petition  of  Mr.  Palmer  came 
recommended  from  the  Crown  ;  it  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, great  numbers  of  whom  were-  the  friends  of  the 
right  honourable  gentletnan;  and  that^ Committee  had  de- 
termined in  favour  of  Mr.  Palmer.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  con\rived  to  leave  the  vote  out  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Act,  and  the  matter  was  made  the  subject  of  a  se- 
parate Bill,  which  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman,  finding  himself  out-voted  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  very  cunningly  said  to  himself,  *^  Well, 
as  that  is  the  case,  though  I  have  tnany  friends  here,  I 
have  more  in  another  place,  and  there  1  can  defeat  all  that 
has  been  carried  against  me  here."  From  this  circumstance 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  inferred  that  the  Lords* 
decision  ttpoo  thai  Bill  was  a  proof  ttuit  they  would  be 
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adyerse  to  this  vote  of  the  House  x>F  Commons*  This  in« 
fererice,  however,  Mr.  Tierney  dented  ;  for  the  Lords  had 
only  said  that  they  thought  the  claim  of  Mr.  Pahner  to  the 
per-centage  was  too  great.  He  was  sure,  however,  the 
Lords  would  have  no  objection  to  give  Mr.  Palmer  54,000/, 
as  a  remuneration,  which  came  recommended  by  the 
Commons,  not  only  to  compensate  his  public  services,  but  . 
which  was  to  be  in  lieu  of  the  per-centage  to  which  he  had 
so  strong  a  claim.  He  would  be  glad  to  know,  where  on 
the  Journals  of  the  House  they  could  find  a  precedent  of  a 
man,  whose  serviced  have  been  highly  beneficial  to  the 
public,  and  to  the  revenue,  with  six  decisions  of  the  House 
in  his  favour,  obtaining  a  vote,  and  nothing  else  !  ^^  And 
all  this,  (said  Mr.  T.)on  the  ground,  that  the  Lords  have  an 
equal  power  with  us  in  the  granting  and  distributing  the 
public  raoney^  If  they  have  such  a  right,  they  must  be 
the  most  iN-used  men  in  the  world;  for  how  does  this 
House  use  them  ?  At  the  end  of  every  session,  the  House 
of  Commons,  after  voting  the  whole  supplies  for  the  year, 
without  ever  consulting  the  Lords,  send  up  an  Act  con- 
taining all  the  sums  voted,  and  all  the  taxes,  in  which 
there  is  a  clause  of  appropriation  ;  and  it  is  therefore  called 
the  Appropriation  Act.  This  act  the  Lords  are  obliged  t&  as* 

^  sent  to  even  to  the  amount  sometimes  of  forty  millions — and 
if  their  Lordships  were  to  make  an  alteration  of  ev^^  penny 

-  in  it,  the  Bill  would  be  thrown  out  on  its  returS  to  the 
Commons,  and  away  at  once  go  all  the  supplies  for  the 
year.  The  Lords  had  never  expressed  any  disapprobation 
of  the  salary  of  three  thousand  pounds  a  year,  which  Mr. 
Pitt  had  granted  to  Mr.  Palmer,  nor  had  even  the  House 
of  Commons  been  applied  to.    That  was  done  by  an  Order 

'  of  Council;  and  if  Mr.  Paltner  had  now  had  a  friendty  ad- 
ministration to  deal  with,  so  might  this  have  been  settttd* 
He  could  see  no  reason  why  tlie  objection  had  been  men- 
tioned, unless  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  invite 
the  Lords  to  share  with  that  House  the  power  of  originating 
money  bills.  If  you  must,  however,  go  to  the  Lords,  said 
Mr.  Tierney,  how  do  you  know  the  Lords,  had  they  been 
consulted,  would  have  agreed  to  the  payment  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
debts  I  That  right  honourable  gentleman  was  undoubtedly 
very  popular  at  one  period  ;  but  never  so  much  so  as  his 
father.  Lord  Chatham^  was  in  his  day;  and  yet  the  Lord 
Chapcelior,  the  Archbishop  of  York,  and  two  other  noble 
Peers,  entered  a  protest  against  paying  the  debts  of  Lord 
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Cbaiham,  though  the  House  in  geueiml  seemed  to  have 
passed  it  over»  as  not  wishing  to  iolerfere  in  a  money  oon- 
cern.  If  the  Hottr»e  of  Commons^  said  he«  choose  to 
content  themselves  with  the  answer  to  this  Address,  then 
w|ll  the  Journals  of  this  year  and  the  last  contain  the  most 
melanchoiy  proo&  uf  the  downfall  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mpns.  If  they  yielded  to  such  reasons  for  not  enforcing 
their  vote,  they  were  going  out  of  tbeir  way  to  bring  oa  the 
interference  of  the  Lords»  and  to  invite  them,  as  it  were,  to 
trample  on  the  Commons.  In  short,  the  whole  question  is. 
whether  the  House  of  Commons,  having  voted  what  they 
have  done,  will  sit  down  content  with  such  an  answer. 
He  was  sure  the  Prince  Regent  had  been  entrapped  into  it. 
It  was  a  melancholy  thing,  at  the  early  commencement  of  a 
leii^n,  to  see  a  line  oforoceedinK  pursued  to  bring  on  a  dif- 
feieiice  Uiiweeu  the  Orowji  and  the  House  of  Commons ; 
but  such  a  matter,  if  effected,  would  be  worthy  the  Inge* 
nuit}'  of  (he  right  hon.  gentleman. 

The  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  bis  reliaaoe 
was  n«)t  upon  numl>ers,  but  upon  the  argument.  He  had 
risen  early  in  the  debate,  but  nad  given  way  to  other  gen* 
tlcmrn.  He  could  not  but  observe  the  very  different  tone 
in  which  this  business  was  now  brought  forward,  from  thai 
which  was  used  in  first  announcing  it.  Then  the  answer 
of  the  Regent  w^as  announced  as  a  breach  of  the  privilege^ 
of  that  House,  and  a  sort  of  apology  waa  made  for  not 
bringing  the  question  fo/ward  before  all  other  business. 
When  this  language  was  used,  he  bad  challenged  any 

{person  to  come  forward  and  shew  that  the  privileges  of  the 
louse  had  been  infj  in^ed  upon  ;  and  he  pledged  himself 
to  pcove  the  contrary,  not  by  number^,  but  by  aigument* 
To-uight,  however,  it  was  not  staled  as  a  breach  orthe.pri<* 
viieges  of  that  House ;  and  he  could  confidently  state,  tnat 
no  man  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  Consthution,  could 
even  af&ct  to  believe  that  the  privileges  of  that  House  bad  - 
bef  n  infringed  on  the  present  occasion.  As  to  the  practice, 
be  would  admit  that  the  House  of  Common^  did  frequently 
vote  Addresses  to  the  Crown  for  grants  of  money,  and 
that  the  Crown  had  almost  uniformly  granted  that  which  it 
had  been  so  called  upon  to  grant.  But  n  by  no  means  fol* 
lowed  from  this  practice,  that  an  Address  of  that  House 
WHS  to  be  a  command.to  the  Crowu,  (Hear  !)  and  th^t  the 
Crown  had  no  right  to  pause  an  instant  upon  the  propriety 
of  acceding  to  it.    That  was  all  thai  bad  been  done  in  the 
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E resent  instance*    An  faonoorable  gentleman  bad  asked 
im    to   draw  the  line,  to  -what  amoont  the  Hoase  of 
Commons  might  by  their  Address  call  for  a  grant.     He 
bad  an  equal  right  to  call  npoa  that  honourable  gentle  { 
man  to  draw  the  line.     If  they  were  now  .to  rote  upwards 
of  50,000/.  by  Address,  at  wliat  point  were  they  to  limit 
themselves?     Might  they  not  vote  mill iobs,  or  the  whole 
supplies  of  a  year  in  the  same  manner  i    He  believed  that 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  coostiiotionally  the  Crown  bad 
a  power  not  only  to  give  a  negative  to  the  Address  of  either 
House,  hot  even  to  a  Bill  presented  him  by  both  Houses. 
The  Bfinister  ^^bo  so  advised  the  Crown  might  possibly 
give  wrong- advice,  but  certafinly  it  would  not  be  uruHinsti- 
'tBtional.     If  the  Crown  bad  the  power  and  the  right  to 
refuse  its  assent,  it  was  the  dutyiif  Ministers,  la  some  cases 
to  advise  the  exercise  of  such  power.     It  was  not  speakine 
strictly  constitutionally,  to  contend,  as  bad  been  contended 
this  night,  that  the  Hou^e  of  Commons  possessed  a  power 
of  eompelling  the  other  House  to  agree  with  it.   Jf  it  were 
allowed  that  the  Crown  had  a  right  to  refuse  the  prayer  of 
an  Address,  it  followed  evidently  that  the  present  .answer^ 
which  was  by  no  means  a  refusal,  could  be  no  breach  of 
their  privileges.      I'he   answer  of  **  Le  Roi  s'aviscra'* 
might  lead  the  House  into  an  error,  by  inducing  them  to 
imagine  that  the  Prince  Regent  was  entirely  adverse  to  the 
prayer  of  the  Address;  whereas  the  answer  which  had  been 
given,  expressed  clearly,  that  if  Parliament  made  provision 
for  such  a  grant,  there  was  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  to  making  it.     No  man  would  deny,  that  it  was 
competent  to  that  House  to  present  an   Address  to  the 
Crown  for  a  grant  of  money  ;  but  then  their  Address  was 
not  to  be  an  absolute  command.  Was  the  House  to  suppose 
that  the  Cirown  ought  to  have  been  entirely  ignorant  that  a 
different  decision' had   been/come  to  upon  this  claim  by 
another  branch  of  the  Legislature?    If,  then,  this  question 
tould  produce  a  quarrel  between  the  two  Houses,  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  duty  of  Ministers  to  recommend  it  to  th^ 
Crown  to  take  such  steps  as  would  be  likely  to  put  an  end 
to  this  quarrel.     Was  it  not  notorious,  that  those  who 
brought  the  measure  forward  in  that  Hbuse,  felt  a  perfect 
conviction,  that  it  would  not  succeed  in  the  Lords;  and 
did  not  every  body  know  that  this  was  the  very  reason  for 
prpceeding  by  an   Address  i    Were  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  to  be  the  only  persons  igoojrant  of  this,  or  had  the 
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CrovFn  no  other  duty»  when  quarrels  were  apprehended 
between  the  two  Hougesj  than  to  remain  indinerent,  and 
see  fair  play  to  both  of  them  ?  (Hear^  hear!)  Thebon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  bad.  argued  the  case  as  if  it 
was  a  mere  matter  of  arrangement  in  the  coUectioiT  of  the' 
revenue,  and  not  as  if  it  were  a  grant  of  a  large  sum  of 
money  demanded  for  one  individual.  The  difference 
between  t^e  present  case  and  all  the  cases  which  had  been 
cited,  was,  that  this  was  the  very  6rst  case  in  which  the 
House  hnd  proceeded  by  address  from  the  mere  undis- 
guised motive  of  granting  money  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  Lords.  As  to  the  case'^of  the  Loans,  which  had  been 
mentioned,  the  information  which  he  had  received  was, 
that  there  never  was  any  money  advanced  to  the  service.of 
Governinient  on  account  of  them,  until  they  had  been  ra- 
ti6ed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  should  have  forgotten  bow  strenuously  it 
had  been  argued  not  long  ago,  that  a  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was, no  authority  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer* unless  sanctioned  also  by  the  Lords;  This  doctrine 
differed  very  much  from  that  which  was  contended  for  to*- 
night.  If  the  House,  however,  have  now  a  right  to  control 
both  the  Lords  and  the  Crown,  be  could  not  ^e  why  they 
ml«:hl  not  then  have  done  without  the  House  of  Lords. 
He  believed  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  could  not 
produce  a  single  instance  tike  the  present,  where  money 
i4'as  sought  to  be  granted  by.  an  Address  from  one  House 
in  opposition  to  the  known  opinion  of  the  other  House  upon 
the  subiect.  As  to  the  manned  in  which  he  had  com- 
mented  on  Mr.  Palmer's  J  etters^  it  did  at  that  titne  appear 
fd  him  to  be  a  duty  so  to  do,  as  the  only  plea  for  not  ac« 
quiescing  in  the  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer,  was  from  his  own ' 
misconduct  in  office.  He  had  not  given  any  other  ($pposi« 
tion  to  the  claiuiA  of  Mr.  Palmer,  but  by  speaking  his  sen- 
timents in  that  House;  and  he  could  safely  appeal  to  his 
friends  to  shew,  that  he  had  exerted  no  influence  whatever 
upon  the  occasion.  If  the  House  of  Commons  were  tp 
conceive  ihe  answer  of  the  Prince  Regent  as  a  refusal,  it 
could  only  be  on  the  presumption  that  the  House  of  Lords 
would  not  acquiesce  in  this  vote.  If  such  was  manifestly 
their  opinion,  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  the^Crown  was 
utterly  ignorant  of  those  circumstances,  or  that  it  was  not 
the  ^uty  of  its  members  to  recommend  such  measures 
as  were  likely  to   prevent  disagreement  between  the  two 
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Houses  ?  Whether  they  were  right  or  wfbne  in  this  ad" 
▼ice,  he  woald  not  sa^;  bat  he  must  say  that  tnere  could  be 
nothing  in  it  uDcoastitatiooa^,  or  cootrary  to  the  privileges 
efthatHoose, 

Mr.  Pmisonhy  admitted  the  fairness  and  candour  of 
Many  parts  of  the  right  honourable  gentleuian's  speech. 
It  was  if  itbout  dispute  the  right  of  the  House  to  address,  ' 
and  this  right  has  been  oninterruptedly  Vxercised*  He  bad 
not  beard  the  word  •♦privilege'*  mentioned  by  his  honour- 
able  friend,  and  certainly  it  was  not  as  a  breach  of  privi«- 
I^e  that  he  was  disposed  to  consider  the  subject ;  but  as  an 
answer  ofleosive  to  the  House,  inasmuch  as  it  wm  deroga* 
terr  toils  established  usages,  and  to  that  respect  which  bad 
bitoerto  been  paid  to  addresses  of  the  Hoose  of  Commona. 
When  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Perceval)  asked 
who  was  to  draw  the  line  as  to  the  amoont  of  the  sums 
which  might  properly  be  voted  hy  the  House  of  Commons^ 
he  woald  answer,  that  it  was  not  forany  individual  to  draw 
this  Ime^  but  it  was  for  the  House  .of  Commons  to  draw  it, 
(Irnr!)  and  to  jiidge  of  every  particular  case,  whether  it 
cane  under  the  proper  limit,  or  whether  it  did  not. 

Jlfr.  FThitbretid  beean  his  reply  by  confessinc:  his  sur- 
prise at  finding  that  bis  motion  had  not  met  with  all  the 
aapport  that  he  expected  from  it.  As  to  the  word  *'  privi* 
iege;''  he  most  certainly  had  not  used  it,  either  this  night 
^M'OA  the  night  upon  which  he  gave  notice  of  this  motion. 
Be  bad  purposely  abstained  from  using  the  word  privilege; 
aad  when  he  recollected  bow  the  word  had  been  used  last 
year  by  the  high  priviiegerienSj  he  woald  not  have  been  dis^ 
tw>setf  todwellio  a  high  tone  on  the  mere  privileges  of  that 
Hoase.  He  certainly  did  conceive  the  present  answer  to 
ke  one  of  the  most  ungracious  upon  record  as  having  been 
given  to  the  House  of  Commons.  As  for  the  abstract  eon* 
^tutional  right  of  the  Crown  to  refnse  its  assent  to  a  Bill, 
'liobody  would  dispute  it;  and  yet  he  believed  few  Minis* 
ters  would'  dare  to  advise  such  a  mensore :  and  if  the  two 
Houses  should  be  now  inclined  t^  give  any  boon  to  the  Ca« 
tholics  of  Ireland,  he  thought  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himself  would  hardly  dare  to  advise  the  Crowu 
to  refuse  its  consent.  It  was  known  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  often  voted  lA  one  Session,  what  they  had  re- 
jected in  the  preceding  Session;  and  therefore  the  Minis- 
ters had  no  right  to  presume,^  that  the  Ijords  wfMild  never 
sanction  this  grant.  Mr.  Whitbread  then  commented  at 
?oL*m.— 181L  SZ 
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some  length  upon  the  speech,  said  to  be  delivered* by  Mr. 
Perceval  at  a  public  cliuner.  That  gentleman  had  been  re- 
presented to  state  to  the  meeting  that  be  had  .ingratiated 
himself  with  the  Prince.  Regent  by  the  restrictions  imposed 
upon  him.  It  nras,  however|  to  be  recollected,  that  all  the 
Members  of  the  Royal  Family  protested  against  those  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr.  S,  Thornton  stated  the  practice  of  the  Bank  for  the 
many  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  it.  No  money  was 
evei' advanced  to  the  Government  until  the  Act  for  the  pur- 
pose had  received  the  Royal  sanction. 

Colonel  Pa/meriiheuj  in  a  very  feeling  manner,  declared 
that  nothing  would  give  him  so  much  pleasur.e  as  to  have 
the  claim  inventigated  by  a  jury»  with  tho»e  advantages  that 
were  offered  last  year.  One  of  the  principal  witnesses, 
however,  was  now  dead,  and  he  hoped  that  his  examina* 
tion  would  be  admitted  in  evidence.  After  this  business  had 
been  before  the  House,  a  compromise  had  been  offered  him 
by  a  person  representing  himself  as  commissioned  by  the 
Minister.  When  be  found,  his  regiment  ordered  fof  foreign 
service,  he  wrote  to  that  person  to  accept  the  compromise, 
but  the  person  then  denied  that  he  had  ever  been  sq  aotho- 
Tised.  The  House  would  excuse  him  if  he  appeared  press* 
ing  in  his  claims,  when  it  was  recollected  that  his  father  was 
old,  and  nearly  worn  out^  and  that  he  anxiously  wished 
that  he  might  have  Justice  while  he  lived.  As  to  himself 
he  conid  bear  adversity ;  and  although  he  anxiously  sought 
for  justice  for  his  father,  he  would  never  accept  anything 
for  himself  as  a  boon. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  wish  much  that 
it  were  possible  to  put  the  whole  of  the  case  into  such  a 
shape  as  to  b6  tried  at  law,  but  he  feared  that  this  was  im« 
possible.  Although  the  House  could  not  avoid  doing jus^ 
tice  to  the  feelings  expressed  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
yet  it  must  be  recollected  that  it  was  a  different  question 
which  was  theii  under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 


The  House  then  divided : — 

For  Mr.  Whitbread's  I^otion 
Against  it  •        .         • 


68 
161 


Adjonrned* 


Majority     . 


1^5 


* 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,    MAY    SI. 

The  Committee  of  Pririleges  sat  fr6m  ten  in  the  morn-> 
ing  till  balf*past  three  on  toe  Berkeley  Peerage.  Some 
witnesses  were  examined^  and  the  further  proceeding 
was  appointed  for  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o^clock  in  the 
morning. 

The  Koyai' Assent  was  ffiven  bj  Commission  to  the  Loan 
Bill,  the  6,000,000/.  Exchequer  bills  Bill,  the  1,500,000/. 
Exchequer-bills  Bill,  the  Distillers'  Indemnity  Bill,  the 
Bleaching  Grounds  Stealing  Bill,  the  Irish  Bleaching 
/  Grounds  Bill,  the  Canada  Rum  Bill,  the  Isle  of  Man  Cus« 
toms  Bill,  the  Isle  of  Man  Sheep  Bill,  the  Linen  Duty  Bill\ 
several  local  and  private  Bills,  in  all  31.  TheCommissionerji 
were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Aylesford,  and  Lord 
Walsingham. 

The  &8t*India  Bonds  Bill,  the  Nova  Scelia  Rum  BUI, 
the  Irish  Provisions  Bill,  the  Customs  Superannuation  Bill, 
and  the  Chocolate  Bill,  w^re  read  a  third  titne  and 
passed. 

The  Report  of  Grey's  Estate  Bill  having  been  pre- 
sented, 

t  Lord  Redtzdale,  at  considerable  length,  objected  to  the 
principle  of  the  clause  charging  the  estate  in  the  possession 
of  the  tenant  for  life  with  a  sum  of  money  for  the  repairs  of 
the  mansion-house,  and  moved  to  strike  it  out.  The  clause 
was  supported  by  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  the  Earl  of  Moira,  and 
Lord  Grantley,  on  the  grounds  of  the  equity  and  justice  of 
this  particular  case ;  and  opposed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Lord  Ellenborough,  on  the  ground  of  the  mischief 
arising,  from  establishing  ihe  principle  of  such  a  clause. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  that  the  clause  stand 
part  of  the  Bill  :— 

Contents .34     - 

Not  Contents  •        •        .        •        10       ^ 

Majority        •        •        24 

I'he  Board  of  Control  Salaries'  Bill,  the  Irish  Bog^Drain<« 
age  Bill,  the  Irish  Mat  Duty  Repeal  Bill^  some  local  and 
private  Bills,  were  brought  up  from  the  Commons  by  Sir 
Jatnes  Graham,  Mr.  Swan,  and  other  Members,  and  read  a 
first  timel  '  '' 
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,  The  Printers'  Bill  passed  through  a  Committee^  and  was 
reported. 

Earl  Stanhope  moved  the  third  reading  of  LoTeden's 
.Divorce  Bill;  and  ^e  words  of  the  preamble  referring  to 
thib  clause  for  making  Toid  the  marHag:e  settlement  which 
had  been  strnck  out,  haTiog  been  left  in,  his  Lordship 
moved  to  strike  them  ont. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  objected  to  the  motion^  on  the 
^ound  of  wishing  to  propose  the  re*inserUon  of  the  clansa 
struck  out.  ' 

A  conversation  took  place  on  the  sniiject  of  the  clause 
between  the  Eari  of  Lauderdale,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Ellenborough ,  and  Lord  Redesdale ;  after  which  the 
question  was  put,  that  the  words  proposed  to  be  strack  out, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill— which  was  negatived.  The  House 
watf* cleared  fur  a  division,  but  did  not  aivide. 

INSOLVENT    DEBTOBS, 

On  our  re-admission,  we  found— ^ 

Lord  Ei/enborough  on  his  tegs,  objecting  to  the  thtnl 
reading  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Bill^  on  the  groond  of  the 
injury  thatWuuid  result  from  it  to  commercial  credit,  anil 
declaring  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  fiiti,  and  so« 
temniy  to  protest  against  it. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  in  support  of  the  Bill  adduced  seve- 
ral instances  of  great  hardship  in  cases  of  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  strongly  contended  against  the  continuance  of 
that  ^'stem  of  the  law  of  debtor  and  creditor,  under  which 
such  acts  of  oppression  could  be  committed. 

The  Lord  Cnaueellor  thought  the  machinery  of  the  Bill 
inadequate  to  the  pnrpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  and 
urged  the  expediency  of  postponing  the  consideration  of  a 
measure  which  he  was  persnaded  wonid  have  most  injurious 
effects  in'destrojing  that  readiness  with  which  a  great  num« 
ber  of  individuals  were  now  disposed  to  assist  others  in  the 
confidence  which  they  had  in  tne  provisions  of  the  law  to 
secure  the  lepayment  of  the  sums  they  »dvanced. 

The  Bart  of  Moira  proposed,  that  the  prei^nt  Bill  should 
be  Withdrawn  till  the  next  Session »  upon  an  understanding 
that  a  tempuraTy  Imolyant  Bill  should  be  passed,  without 
any  featrtction  as  to  ibe  aaioont  of  the  debts,  and  extending 
to  IreJond. 

Lord  EUenhormt^  had  no  abjection  to  a  temporaiy  In* 
solvent  Bill  upon  the  osodel  of  the  bat. 
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IjB^d  Redndak  agreed  to  withdraw  bis  Bill  for  ibe  pre^ 
sent,  conTiDced,  however,  that  those  difficulties  would  not 
be  fiwliMl  in  its  ezecutioQ,  which  some  noble  Lords  appre- 
hended. ^  He  thought  the  repetition  of  temporary  Insolvent 
Bills  inexpedient  i  bat  under  the  present  circumstances, 
and  the  expectations  which  had  been  excited,  he  was  dis* 
posed  to  agree  to  a  Bill  of  that  description* 

Th€  Lord  CkaneeUar  also  had  objections  to  the  repetition 
of  temporary  Insolvent  Bills,  but,  convinced  that»  in  conse* 
oueoce  of  the  expectations  excited,  something  ought  to  be 
oone»  vras  willing  to  agree  to  a  Biil.of  that  nature. 

After  some  further  conversation^  the  order  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  was  discharged ;  and  the  Earl  of  Mdira 
undertook  to  brinriQ  a  temporary  Insolvent  Bill. 

Adjourned  till  Wednesday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

fhidat,  mat  si. 

The  Deputy  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  having  required  the 
attendance  of  the  House  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
Speaker  went  thither  with  the  Members  present,  and  on  his 
return^  informed  the  House,  thikt  he  had  heard  the  Royal 
Assent  given  by  Commission  to  a  number  of  Bills,  (for 
which  see  the  liords). 

It  was  ordered  that  the  House  at  its  rising  to-day  do  ad- 
journ tilllVednedday. 

The  Glass  Duty  Bill  went  through  a  Committee. — ^Tq 
be  reported  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Wharton  had  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  allowing  draw- 
backs on  foreign  linen  exported. 

Mr.  FF%4ir/07i  brought  in  a  Bill  for  the  issue  of  Exche- 
quer-bills, which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  on  Wedoesday.  * 

The  Army  Prize  Bill  was  read  a  second  time* — To  be 
committed  on  Wednesday. 

A  Bill  for  imposing  the  like  duties  on  coals  from  Devon 
as  on  tbose  from  Cornwall,  was  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to 
be  read. a  second  time.  , 

A  messase  from  the  Lords  statled  that  thrir  Lordships 
had  agreed  to  the  Covent-Garden  Rectoiy  Bill  without 
any  amendment ;  also  that  they  had  passed  the  Marybone 
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Church  Bitl/to  which  they  desired  the  concurreQce  of  the 
House. 

00  the  Report  of  a  Private  Road  Bill  from  the  county  of 
York, 

The  Speaker 9  observing  that  an  expression  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  Wilberforce,  which  went  (o  impart  thkt  an 
amendment  objected  to  had  been  made  by  the. Committee 
after  the  Speaker  had  been  in  the  chair  of  the  House*  im- 
mediately  rose,  and  remarked  that  no  Committee  could  be 
sitting  after  the  Speaker  had  taken  the  chair;  and  if  any 
amendment  had  been'  made  on  any  Bill  after  the  Speaker 
had  taken  the  chair^  it  fell,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  such 
Bill  be  re-committed. 

iUr.  IVilberforce  said,  he.  was  not  certain,  but  only  be- 
lieved that  the  Speaker  had  then  taken  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  honourable  Member  must  surely 
have  firmly  believed  that  with  which  he  acquainted  the 
House. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  re-committed. 

ROMAN   CATHOLIC    PETITION. 

Mr.  TTutchm^n  presented  a  Petition  from  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork,  praying  that 
they  and  their  fellow*8ubJects  of  the  Roman  Catholic  per* 
sunsion  niii^ht  be  adniitted  to  that  share  in  the  constitution  of 
the  country  to  which  iliey  were  entitled.  The  Petition  be- 
ing brought  tip  and  read,  stated  that  upwards  of  five  mil« 
lions  of  his  M#ijesty's  subjects  of  the  Caiholic  persuasion  in 
Ireland  do  still  suffer  under  laws  oppressive  in  their  nature 
to  the  individuals  against  whom  they  are  enacted,  and  inju- 
rious in  their  eflects  to  the  interests  and  well-being  of  the  • 
nation  at  lar^e« 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MESSAOB  FROM  THE  PRINCB  REGENT* 

Mr.  Perceval  brought  up  a  mes3aa:e  from  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, in  the  name  and  behalf  of  his  Mnjesty,  stating  his  con- 
fidence that  in  the  present  important  situation  of  affairs, 
every  exertion  on  the  part  of  that  House  would  be  used, 
and  every  expence  provided  for,  which  might  be  necessary 
to  disappoint  the  eflbrts  of  the  enemy,  and  which  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  State  might  require. 

1  he  Message  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit'i^ 
tee  of  Supply  on  Wednesday. 


,  > 
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LOTTEIIIES. 


Mr.  Perceval  obtained  le^ve  to  bring  in  a  Bill  respecting 
Lotteries. 

WAYS    AND   MEANS. 

In  a. Committee  on  the  Ways  and  Means,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  allowance  to  the  Militia  Officers^  Subalterns,  Ser- 
jeants, See.  be  made  out  of  the  Land-tax*. 

CATHOLIC    QUESTION.  , 

Afr.  Grattan  then  rose,  and  moved  that  the  Petition  of 
the  Aggregate  Meeting  of  Cathulics  be  read.  He  then 
moved  that  the  Resolutions  of  the,  House,  voting  their 
thanks  to  Lord  Wellington  and  his  army,  and  also  to  6e* 
neral  Graham  and  the  forces  serving  under  bis  command,, 
be  read ;  after  which  he-  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  following 
effect  :— 

Sir,  in  wishing  that  these  votes  of  thanks  should  be  read 
on  this  occasion 9  it  was  my  object  that  the  House  should  be 
in  accurate  possession  of  its  own  testimony  to  the  conduct 
of  that  race  of  men,  the  justice  of  whose  claims  to  eoual 
rights  and  capacities  tre  are  proceeding  to  discuss.  We 
are  now  going  to  consider  whether  it  be  just  or  expedient 
that  the  existing  system  of  penal  laws  to  which  they  are 
sobjectt  should  any  longer  continue.  •  I  call  them  penal, 
for  what  else  is  the  qualifying  law?  A  law  inflicting  penal- 
ties in  the  most  objectionable  form,  that  is^  under  the  dis- 
guise of  an  oath:  a  law  which  makes  the  forfeiture  of  con- 
science a  recommendation  to  title  and  office:  a  law  that 
enacts  religion  to  be  a  crime,  and  purgatory  a  qualification: 
(Hear!  hear  !)  1  must  not  conceal  from  the  House,  that 
this  is  an  occasion  in  which  we  are  assembled  to  try  the 
bulk  of  the  population  of  Ireland.  {Hear  I  hearl)  We 
have  to  try  them  upon  sepaiate  charges — upon  charges 
againstahe  religion  they  profess,  and  the  political  princi- 
,pl^  upon  which  they  have  acted.  The  testimony  against 
them,  I.  am  sorry  to  say,  is  that  of  their  countrymen,  and 
also  of  their  fellow-subjects.  Now,  although  I  will  not  af- 
firm that  it  is.  impossible  for  the  authors  of  those  charges  to 
enjoy  a  safe  conscience— although  I  will  not  suspect  or 
deny  their  raoralicyf  yet  their  testimony,  thus  directed 
against  their  fellow-subjects,  is  to  my  mind  a  strong  pre- 
sumption of  tUeir  prejudice  against  those  whom  they  ac-  ~ 
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case.    Let  their  evidence  be  ever  so  good  or  respeclable, 
their  zeal  and  alacrity  to  render  it  are  to  me.demonstrationi 
of  those  prejudices.     For  what,  in  fact,  does  this  evidence 
amount  te  i    It  begins  by  testifying  that  an  immense  body 
of  Christians,  subjects  of  this  empire,  are  worse  than  any 
class  or  nature  of  idolaters ;  that  they  are  not  trust^worthy 
in  civil  life.     But  if  this  charee  be  true,  then  it  can  be  no 
less  true  that  the  Messiah  has  tailed,  that  the  Christian  reire* 
lation  is  not  of  divine  origin,  since  its  effect  and  operatioi^ 
has  been  to  deprave  and  immoralize  mankind*    (Hear!) 
The  charge  is  compounded  of  the  do^m^s  of  the  Church 
and  the  politics  of  the  Court — the  spirit  pf  the  former  being 
uniformly  the  spirit  of  bigotry;  that  of  tbelattser,  as  uniform- 
ly,  power.    Against  this  evidence,  vre  have  long  had  the 
indisputable  declarations,  and  the  explicit  testimony  of  the 
six  most  eminent  Universities  of  Europe,  disclaiming  any 
doctrine  incompatible  with  the  strongest  attachment  to  the 
civil  government  of  every  country.     In  addition  to  thts^ 
there  is  our  experience  of  the  fact,  as  proved  and  esta* 
blished  in  the  Ions:  intercourse  that  has  subsisted  between 
Protestant  and  Catholic,  and  the  long  obedience  and  sub- 
tnissioQ  shown  by  the  Catholic  to  your  Government.    Bat 
kt  us  look  at  the  charge  in  another  point  of  view,  and  exa- 
mine upon  what  ground  it  rests.     It  repneseots  that  yoo, 
having  had  possession  of  Ireland  for  000  years,  have  so 
abused  the  exercise  of  your  authority,  have  so  oppressed  and 
misgoverned  the  people  of  that  countiT»  that  they  am  anal« 
terably  hostile  to  your  interests,  innexibly  rebdlious  to 
your    controL     {liear!  hear!)     It  represents   that   you 
stand  self-convicted  of  a  perversion  of  your  power,  and  prac- 
tically disqualifies  you  to  be  governors,  under  whose  sove- 
reignty  Ireland  has  passed  so  many  centuries  of  her  exist- 
ence.    (Hear!  hear!)     But,  Sir,  1  believe  do  such  thing; 
I  believe  the  assumption  to  be  groundless,  that  it  is  nnjost 
thus  to  accuse  England.  But  such  is  the  nature  of  theacca« 
satien  aeainst  the  Catholics;  it  points  less  against  theoi  than 
against  England  and  against  British  connexion,    (near! 
hear  I)    Depend  upon  it  that  the  original  source  of  a  peo* 
pie's  vices  is  the  vice  of  its  Government,  and  tbat  in  every 
instance  sioce  the  creation  of  the  world,  the  people  have 
been  whattheir  rulers  made  them.  Now^  in  order  to  disprove 
the  justice  of  the  charges  brought  against  the  general  charac- 
ter of  the  Irish  Catholics,  I  will  ^rst  refer  the  House  to  the 
preamble  of  the  statute  of  178£  ;  I  will  next  beg  their  attea- 
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tion  to  the  facts  recorded  in  its  late  votes  of  thanks ;  and 
lastly  to  the  circumstances  and  history  of  the  connexioa 
beiweci)  both  countries.     If  the  alic>;atio(i  that  the  reli- 
gion of  thi'  Catholics  is  essentially  adverse  to  the  British 
Government  be  true,  let  us  recneuiber  that  the  necessary 
inferenre  is  that  the  British  Government  must  be  a  pub- 
lic calamity »  and  no  longer  de^rving  of  support.     But 
give  me  leave,  in  contradiction  to  that  allegation,  to  advert 
to  the  facts  on  \vhicli  it  is  Tounded,  in  order  ihat  I  may  the 
more  clearly  shew,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  existing  penal 
laws  are  wrong,  unjust,  and  indefensible;  secondly,  that 
their  repeal  is  the  only  means  of  establishing  the  tranquiilitjv 
and  the  security  of  Ireland.     (Hear  I  hear  I)    In  the  year 
17S2,  about  a  hundred  Disstmters  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
rebelled;    this. was   imntediately    designated    a    Catholic 
Revolt*    These  men,    unprotected  by  your  Government, 
^nd  denounced  by  your  laws,  were  then  declareil  to  be  in  a 
state  of  general  insurrection.     This  was  your  candour,  this 
was  your  truth.     But  let  me  remind  you  that  tyranny  is  its 
own  reward,  and  that  imperfect  privilege  is.  the  cause  and 
measure  ot  imperfect  allegiance.     (Hpar !.  hear  I)    in  order 
to  pot  down  the  insurgent,  put  down  that  penal  code  bj 
which  he  is  harassed  and  inflamed.     After  the  abdication  of 
James  the  Second,  the  Irish  Catholics  opposed  the  succes- 
sion of  William;  and  in  reverting  to  the  terms  at  length 
imposed  upon  them,  let  me  ask,  if  James  had  been  then 
the  conqueror,  and  had  proposed  to  you  the  same  conditions, 
you  would   have  accepted  them,  and  have  persevered  ia 
your  submission  i    (Hear !  hear !)     it*  they  submitted  with 
reluctance,  would  you,  in  a  similar  situation, ^  have  sui> 
mitted  with  any  other  feeling?     Whenever  sects  wageitheir 
war  of  persecuticm  against  each  other,  they  will  proceed  to 
the  last  extremes  of  hostility ;  this  b  no  ordinary  or  generous 
warfare,  and  confiscation  is  not  omitted  among  their  weapons 
of  jannoyanoe.     An  Act 'ot  Attainder  was  pfissed  against 
three  thousand  persons  on  account  of  their  religion,  and  it 
was  remarkable  Uiat  those  individuals  were  all  men  of  pro* 
perty.    This  was. forfeited  accordingly  to  the  Crown,  and 
parcelled  ont  to  its  favourites.     In  tlie  i;eign  of  Charles  I. 
iorfeiture  was  a  standing  branch  of  the  revenue  ;'  the  claims 
of  the  Crown  respected  no  charters ;  it  held  secret  no  private 
rights ;  it  was  not  restrained  by  common  shame  from  de- 
spoiling the  people  of  Ireland  of  their  property  and  estates* 
It  would  not  be  difficult. to  prove  that  it  \>as  Ibis  Royd 
Vol.  Ill— 1811.  S  A  . 
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perfidy,  this  systematic  and  avowed"  oppression  which  at 
length  caused  thai  &tal  massacre  that  has  imparted  sotleep 
a  stain  io  the  history  of  that  country.  It  would  be  easy,  I  , 
think,  to  shew,  that  that  prodigious  atrocity  was  the  natural 
result  of  an  atrocious  system  of  mis^oyernment.  (Hear  I 
hear !  hear !)— 4!*et  me  caution  you  to  embmce  no  stich 
system,  if  you  desire  that  common  security  ^ould  be  the 
common  ob ,ect  of  society,  if  you  do,  depend  on  it,  not  • 
"Catholics  alone,  nor  Irishmen,  but  Protestants,  and  all  per- 
suasions, win  revolt  against  laws  by  which  they  are  painfully 
distinguished  from  their  fellow-roen.  Suffer  me  now.  Sir, 
to  enter  into  a  consid^-rktion  of  what  has  been  the  established 
principle  of  the  Briti:sh  government  in  Ireland.  This  prin* 
ciple  is  that  of  disqualification ;  a  principle  which,  whatever 
we  may  affect  to  think  of  it,  in  Its  existence  implies  a  right 
to  govern  by  conquest.  It  the  Irish  were  now  in  a  slate  of 
halt -allegiance,  this  species  of  fiovernment  might  be  prooer 
and  necessary ;  if  not,  the  policy  is  erroneotti  and  unjast* 
For  let  us  reflect  on  the  necessary  limits  to  all  human  l^is- 
lation.  No  Legislature  has  a  right  to  make  partial  laws ; 
it  has  no  right  to  make  arbitrary  laws,  I  luean  laws  contrary 
to  reason,  because  that  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  Deity* 
Neither  has  ifa  right  io  institute  any  inquisition  into  men*s 
thoughts,  nor  to  punish  any  man  merely  for  his  religion.  It" 
can  have  no  power  to  make  a  religion  for  men,  since  that 
would  be  to  dethrone  the  Almighty.  I  presume  it  will  not 
be  arrogated  on  the  part  of  the  British  Legislature,  t Hat  his 
Majesty  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  &c.'  can  enact,  that  he  will  appoint  and  con« 
ititute  a  new  religion  for  the  people  of  this  empire  ;  or,  that 
by  an  order  in  council,  the  consciences  and  creeds  of  his^sub- 
tects  might  be  suspended.  Nor  ^ill  it  be  contended,  1  appre- 
lend,  that  any  authoritative  or  legislative  measure  could 
•  alter  the  law  of  the  hypathenuse.  ^  Whatever  belongs  to_ 
the  autliority  of  God,  or  to  the  laws  of  nature,  is  necessarily  , 
beyond  the  provinct?  and  sphere  of  human  institutioi/and 
Government.  The  Roman  Catholic,  when  you  disqualify 
bim  on  the  ground  of  his  religion,  may,  ^ with  great  justice, 
tell  you  that  you  are  not  God,. thai  he  cannot  mould  or 
fi  ^hton  his  faith  by  your  decrees*.  You  may  inflict  penalties, 
aiiit  he  may  suffer  them  in  silence;  but  if  Parliament  will 
assu.ne  the  prerogative  of  Heaven,  he  will  not  acknowledge 
thcmfc  In  obstinate  preference,  he  will  not  heed  your  siattites,. 
but  will  look  abroad  ititu  the  world  for  examples  of  the 
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works,  and  into  the  Btble  for  expressions  of  tbe  will  of  ht9 
Creator.  (Hearl  heart  hear  I)  But  you  do  not  pretend 
to  this  power,  or  to  tbe  exercise  of  any  sach  authority. 
The  qualifying  oath,  as  to  the  ^reat  number  of  offices,  and 
to  seats  in  Parliamedt,  scrupulously  evades  religious  dis« 
tinctions — ^  Dissenter  of  any  cliiss  may  take  it— a  Deist,  an 
Atheist  may  likewise  take  it.  The  Catholics  are  alone  ex* 
cepted,  and  for  what  reason  ?  Certainly  not  because  the 
internal  character  of  the  Catholic  religion  is  inherently 
vicioos— -not  because  it  necessarily  incapaeitates  those  who 
proiess  it  to  make  laws  for 'their  fellow-citizens.  If  a  Deist 
be  fit  to  sit  in  Parliament,  it  can  hardly  be  urfifed  that  a 
Christian  is  unfit.  If.an  Atheist  be  competent  to  le^islato 
for  his  country,  surely  this  privilege  cannot  be  denied  4o 
the  believer  in  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour.  (Hear  I  hear !) 
But  let  me  ask  you,  if  you  have  forgotten  what  was  the 
fiiith  of  your  ancestors,  or  if  you  are  prepared  to  assert  that 
the  men  who  made  your  liberties  are  unfit  to  make  your 
laws  ?  iBear !  hear  !)  Or  <lo  you  forget  the  tern  pests  "by 
which  the  dissenting  classes  of  the  community^ were  at  a 
former  period^ agitated,  or  iki*  what  planner  you  fixed  the 
rule  of  peace  over  that  wild  scene  of  anarchy  and  commo- 
tion-?  If  we  attend  to  the  present  condition  and  habits  of 
these  classes,  do  we  not  find  tlieir  controversies  subsisting  in 
full  vigour  f  and, can  it  be  said  that' thetr  jarring  sentiments 
and  clashing  interests  are  productive  of  any  disorder  in  the 
state;  or  that  the  Methodist  himself,  in  all  his  noisy  fami-' 
liarity  with  his  Maker,  is  a  dangerous  or  disloyal  subject  f 
Upon  what  principle  can  it  be  ar^rued  that  the  application  of 
a  similar  policy  would  not  conciliate  the  Catholics  and  pro* 
mote  the  general  interest  of  the  empire?  I  ean  trace  the 
continuance  of  their  incapacities  to  nothing  else  than  a 

Elitical  combination — a  combination  that  condemned  the 
tholic  religion,  not  m  a  heresy,  but  as  the  symptom  of  a 
,  civil  alienation.  By  this  doctrine  the  religion  is  not  so 
much  an  evil  in  dtself,  .as  a  perpotual  token  of  political  dis« 
affection,  of  etelfaal  opposition  to  your  Government.  In  the 
spirit  of  this  liberal  interpretation  you  once  decreed  to  take 
away  their  arms',  and  on  another  occasion  ordered  all 
Papists  to  be  removed  from  ^London.  In  the  whole  sub- 
sequent coarse ^yfadministvation,  the  religion  has  continued 
to  be  esteemed  tbe  infollible  symptom  of  a  disposition  to 
oppose — of  a  propensitv  to  rebel.  Known  or  suspected 
Papists  were  once  the  objects  of  the  severest  jealousy^  and 
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the  bitterest  enactments.  Some  of  these  statutes  hkve  been 
repeaiedy  and  tlie  jealousy  hiis  since  somewhat  abated;  but 
the  same  suspiciohs,  although  in  a  less  decree,  pervade 
your  councils— your  imaginations  are  still  infected  with 
apprchen^ions  ol  tijie  proneness  of  the  Catholics  to  make 
,  cause  with  a  forei^  foe.  A  treaty  has  lately  been  made 
with  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  May  I  ask,  is  fait 
religion  the  evidence  of  the  warmth  of  his  attachment  to 
your  alliance  i  Does  it  enter  into  your  calculation  as  one  of 
the  motives  that  must  incline  him  lo  our  friendship  in  pre- 
ference to  the  friendship  of  a  State  professing  his  own  faith  ? 
(Hear !  htar !)  By  a  recent  treaty  with  the  Prince  Regent 
•f  Portugal,  made  aiter  various  grants  of  money  for  different 
purposes,  we  have  engased  to  acknowledge  no  other  Sove« 
reign  on  the  throne  of  that  kingdom  than  the  House  of 
Braganza.  You  have  not  one  A  lly  who  is  not  Catholic  ; 
and  will  you  continue  lo  disqualify  Irish  Catholics,  who 
fight  with  you  and  your  Allies  because  their  religion  is 
evidence  of  disaffection  ?  (Hear  !  hear  !)  But  iC  the 
Catholic  religion  be  this  evidence  of  repugnance,  is  Protes- 
tantism the  proof  of  a^ect ion  to  the  Crown  and  Government 
of  England  ?  For  an  answer,  let  us  look  at  America.  In 
Tain  did  you  send  your  armies  there — in  vain  did  yoa 
appeal  to  the  ties  of  common  origin  and  common  religion — 
America  joined  witii  France  and- adopted  a  connexion  with 
a  Catholic  Government.  Turn  to  Prussia,  aifd  b^old 
whether  her  religion  has  had  any  effect  on  her  political 
character.  Did  the  faith  of  Denmark  prevent  the  attack  on 
Copenhagen  I  It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  Catholics 
have  demonstrated  their  allegiance  in  as  strong  a  manner  as 
the  willing  expenditoce  of  blood  and  treasure  can  evince* 
And  remember  that  the  French  go  not  near  so  far  in  their 
defence  of  Catholicism  as  you  in  your  hatred  of  it  in  your 
own  subjects^  and  your  revereuce  for  it  in  your  allies. — 
(JJearl  heanl)  They  have  not  s<5rupled  to  pull  down  the 
I  antient  fabrics  of  superstition  in  the  countries  subjected  to 
their  arra^.  Upon  a  review  of  these  facts,  JLam  justified  in* 
assuming  that  tlicre  is  nothing  inherent  in  Catholicism 
which  either .  proves  disaflection,  or  disqualifies  for  public 
trusts.  The  immediate  inference  is,  that  they  have  as  much 
right  as  lOiy  Dissentient  Sect  to  the  enjoyment  of  civil  pri* 
viWes,  and  a  participation  of  equal  rights ;  that  they  aie 
as  m  moral]  V  and  politically  to  hold  offices  jn  the  State  or 
seats  in  Parliament.    Those  who  dispute  the  ooaclusion,  will' 
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find  it  their  duty  to  conftrovert  (he  reasoning  on  which  it  is 
founded.  Ido  not  believe  the  Cbnrch-is  in  any  danger ;  but 
if  it  is,  I  am  mire  that  we  are  in  a  wrong  way  to  secure  it.  If 
our  laws  will  battle  against  Providence,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  s)f  the  issue  o^  the  conflict  between  the  ordinances  of 
God  and  theilecrecs  of  Man :  transient  must  be  the  straggle, 
rapid  the  event.  liCt  us  sup(X)se  an  extreme  case,  but 
appKcabie  to  (he  present  point.  Suppose  the  Thiameis  were 
to  inundate  its  banks,  and,  suddenty  swellina:,  enter  this 
House  during  our  deliberations  (sin  event  which  I  greatly 
deprepate  from  ray  private  friendship  with  many  Members 
who  might  happen  to  be  present,  and  my  sense  of  the 
great  exertions  which  many  of  them  have  made  for  the 
public  interest),  and  a  motion  of  adjournment  being  made 
should  be  opposed,  and  an  address  to  Providence  moved, 
that  it  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  turn  back  the  overflow, 
and  direct  the  waters  into  another  channel.  This,  it  will  be 
said,  would  be  absurd  ;  but  consider  whether  you  are  act- 
ing upon  a  principle  of  greater  intrinsic  wisdom,  when,  after 
provoking  the  resentments,  you  arila  and  martialize  the 
ambition  af  men»  under  the  vain  assumncc,  that  Providence 
will  work  a  miracle  in  the  constitution  of  human  nature,  and 
dispose  it  to  pay  injustice  with  .affection,  oppression  with. 
cordial  support.  (Ilearl  kearl  hear  I)  This  is,  in  fact,' 
the  true  character  of  your  expectations;  nothing  less  than 
that  the  Author  of  the  Universe  should  subvert  his  laws,  to . 
ratify  your  statutes,  and  disturb  the  settled  course  of  nature— • 
to  confirm  the  weak,  the  base  expedients  of  man.  The 
decalogue , says, '  ^  Honour  thy  Either  and  mother;'  but 
human  law  mity  enact,  that  a  man,  f6r  so  doing,  shall 
forfeit  his  estate.  The  great  error  of  our  policy  is,  that  it 
pre-supposes  that  the  original  rights  of  our  nature  may  be 
yiolated  with  impunity,  in  imagining  that  a  transgression  of 
natural  law  can  be  punished  only  hereafter.  But  there  is  an 
immediate  as  well  as  a  future  retribution,  and  a  remedy 
provided  by  natuml  causes  for  this  obstruction  of  natural 
justice.  The  early  effect  of  the  promulgation  of  the  penal 
code  in  Ireland,  was  to  confound  tyrant  and  slave,  Protes- 
tant and  Catholic,  in  one  common  mass  of  misery  and  in- 
significance. A  new  law  against  English  Catholics  was 
made  in  the  reign  of  George  11.— -and  mark  the  consequence. 
Soon  after  the  battle  of  Fontenoy  ,was  fought,  and  then 
under  the  eye  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  wq  met  our  own 
kw  in  the  persons  of  the  Irish  brigade,  who  OA  that  fatal 
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day  successfully  seconded  the  efforts  bf  a.  ibreiga  enemy* 
"  (Hearl  hear  I)    A  little  attention  ;will  shew  us  that  in  the 
flame  proportion  as  we  have  concedied  to  the  Catholic  haya 
If e  grown  8tron«»  and  powerful  by  our  indulgence^  and  that 
we' have  been  the  blind  instruments  of  our  own  misfortunes, 
and  of  inflicting  judgment  on  ourselves  by  refusing  justice 
to  our  fellow  subjects.     If  it  be  contended  that  to  support 
the  Chtirch  it  is  expedient  to  continue  these  disabilities,  I 
dlssentrfrom  that  opinion.     If  if  could  indeed  be  proved,  I 
should  say  diat  you  bad  acted  in  defiance  of  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  human  justice  and  freedom,  in  having  taken  away 
.  their  (Z)hurch  from  the  Irish,  in  order  to  establish  your  own^ 
and  in  afterwards  attempting  (o  secure  that  establishment  by 
disqualifying  the  people,  and  compelling  them  at  the  same 
time  tt>  pay  for  its' support.    This  is  to  fly  directly  in  the 
face  of  the  plainest  canons  of  the  A  Imighty.    Fof  the  benefit 
of  eleven  hundred  to  disqualify  four  or  five  millions,  la  the 
insolent  effort  of  bigotry,   not  the  benignant  precept  of 
Christianity.    Christianity,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  nature,  cry 
out  equally  agaiir«t  it.     (Hearl  hearl)    An  *  honourable 
nirmber  once  e?spressed  his  apprehension  that  the^ Catholic,' 
if  admitted  to  a  seat  in  Parliument,  would^xert  himself  to 
promote  the  interests  of  his  own  religion  and  to  dispossess 
the  Church  of  ^  England.     I  must  remind  the  House,  how* 
ever,  (hat  it  is  contrary  to  every  principle  of  legislation  to 
inflict  penalties  on  supposed  offenders,  or  to  punish  imaginary 
crimes,  -and  to  deal  out  chastisement  in  advance.     Then  I 
will    ask  them  to   remember,    that  by   the  oaths  of  the 
Catholics,  oaths  which  we  are  bound  to  believe,  we  have 
their  solemn  eugiigeint^nt  to  defend  and  preserve  the  copsti- 
tufion  ns  by  law  established.     If  you  acknowledge  that  the 
'Church  can  only  be  supported  on  the  ruins  of  Irish  liberty, 
tiien  1  will  say  that-  the  Church  ought  not  and  cannot  be  so 
supported.    The  Church  was  established  that  men  might 
re^rt  to  it  for  consolation  and  hope ;  it  was  not  made  for 
the  King,  or  for  the  Court,  or  for  men  of  fashion  exclusively* 
For  the  people  it  was  instituted,  and  by  its  beneficial  effects 
on  the  people  must  its  excellence  be  appreciated.     It  waa 
with  this  persuasion  that  the  Kirk  was  established  in  Scot- 
land, but.  widely  different  was  the  policy  with  respect  to 
'    Ireland .     Upon  no  other  principle,  however,  can  the  Church 
be  really  recognized  as  the  House  of  God.     It  is  no  longer 
than  it  adheres  lO  that  principle  that  it  has  any  foundation 
in  Chri&tiaiiily  ;  when  it  deserts  it,  it  becomes  the  asylum  of 
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toride,  of  artifice,  of  bigotry ;  an  establishment  ndurifthed 
by  the  "wont  Vicvs  of  our  nature,  and  fulfitlin^^  its*  baneful 

Surposes,  ifenlike  the  Church  of  a  Christian  God,  by  divi- 
ing,  oppressing,  and  apo^atizin^  mankind.  (Hear !  hear !) 
—In  a  political  sense,  the  Irish  hold  every  thing  by  the 
tame  tenure  as  their  fellow*subjects  in  England ;  the  landlonl 
and  tenant  claim  equally  by  virtue  of  Act  of  Settlement.  If 
thete  titles  were  to  be  altered,  and  the  Irish  landlord  shouM 
possess  by  the  right  of  con6scation>  and  if  the  Church  were 
to  blaspheme  the  people,  then  we  must  be  all  in  the  most 
imminent  danger  ;^  and  the  contest  would  be  short  and 
inevitable  between  the  insulted  laws  of  God,  and  the  way- 
ward decrees  of  raon.  Let  us  avoid  any  situation  approach- 
ing to  such  a  state  of  things.  Upon  Ihese  various  con- 
siderations, I  submit  it  to  the  good  sense  and  justice  of  the 
House,  that -such  remaining  penalties  and  incapacities  as 
attach  upon  the  Catholics  shotlld  be  removed,  that  \|re 
may  nnite  them  with  ourselves  in  a  Common  feeling  in  a 
common  cause.  I  freely  admit  that  if  there  should  recur  a 
period  when  a  French  Pope, might  occupy  the  Pontifical 
Chair,  it  would  be  necessary  to  guard  against  the  exercise 
of  his  influence  in  the  nomination  of  Bishops.  This,  bow- 
<frer,  is  an  additional  reason,  I  conceive,  to  induce  the 
Honse  to  go  into  a  Committee,  in  which  this  particulnr 
branch  of  the  question  may  be  fairly  discussed.  I  shall  ever 
be  a^-eamest  as  anj  man  m  my  wislies  and  exertions  to  pnv 

.  Vent  the  chaos  dnd  horrors  of  foreign  invasion,  or  fweign 
domination.  It  has  been  asserted,  that  what  the  Catholics 
claim  is  of  little  value.  This  is  a  poor  argument  asrainst 
acceding  td  it.  If  one  person  robbecl  another,  would  it  bs 
any  defence  of  his  honesty  to  urge  that  what  he  had  stolen 
was  of  little  value  to  the  owner  ?  The  very  assertion  of 
such  an  argument^  which  I  am,  therefore,  sorry  to  hear 
asserted,  seems  to  imply,  that  you  are  conscious  of  having 
«c^broken  the  hearts,  and  so  subdued  the  spirit  of  the  Insh 
papulation,  that  you.  have  left  them  no  taste  for  liberty — 
no  understanding  to  prize  its  blessings.  They  ask,  however, 
still  for  liberty,  and  you  tell  them  they  ask  for  a  name,  i 
agree  that  the  word  may  require  definition-^that  if  you  put 
ft  into  a  scale  against  a  pound  of  beef,  the  latter  will  prc- 

^  ponderate.  Li&erty  is  undoubtedly  a  spirit,  and  like  a 
spirit  is  to  be  judged  of  by  its  consequences;  it  is,  indeed, 
an. essential  spirit^  and  that  which  anituated  your  forefathers 
when  they  laid  the  foundation  of  your  constitution.    (Itcari 
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heart)    It  hns  been  said  that  the  CanioUcs  of  Ireland  are 
too  poor  and  too  senseless  to  wish  Sot  any  remoyai  -of  their 
disqualifications.     By  the  return  made  to  Government,  it  ' 
appears  that  the  expenditure  of  that  country,  which  was  but 
lately  not  more  than  one  nuilion,  has  been  seven,  eight,  and 
ten  millions.     To  i^ay  th;it  a  country  ivhich  expends  t«n 
millions  is  too  poor  for  liberty,  is  false  and  preposterous. 
In  J785,  the  expences  of  the  Government  of  Ireland  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  16,000/.  annually,  and  the  debt  at 
that  period  amounted  only  to  three  millions.     Every  year 
since  the  Union  we  have  levied  above  three  millions,  and  we 
have  borrowed  more  than  sixty-five  millions.     We  have 
contributed  to  England  sixty-five  millions  within  the  last 
ten  years.     This  is  the  country  which  is  too  poor  for  liberty ! 
It  is  true  that  England  has  this  year  contributed  one  million 
to  the  assistance  of  Ireland.     But  what  does  Ireland  con^ 
tribute  to  England  ?     Ireland  contributes  corn  and  cattle 
for  the  maintenance  a;id  support  of  this  Island — Ireland  is 
the  hundred-handed  giant,  which  contributes  with  every 
one  of  her  bands  to  the  welfare  of  the  British  Empire. 
*Why  shall  we  then  hold  such  a  language  to  Ireland  ?    Shall 
we  by  such  a  language  be  able  to  talk  Ireland  out  of  the 
love  of  liberty  ?    You  will  never  be  able  to  talk  her  out  of 
the  love  for  it :  you  will  only  talk  yourselves  out  of  respect 
for  it.     And  when  you  vulgarize  your  minds  by  descending 
to  such  lanfiTuage,  you  will  communicate  no  poison  to  the 
people  of  Ireland — ^you  will  merely  degraoe  yourselves. 
Do  you  know  what  the  privileges,  are  which  you  refuse  to 
the  Irish  Homan  Catholics?    Do  you  think  they  merely 
relate  to  some  insignificant  baubles,  or  that  they  are  merely 
confined  to  the  obtaining  seats  in  Parliament.    The  Irish 
Catholics   are   excluded    from    numerous   and    important 
offices ;  they  are  excluded  from  the  Shrievalty ;  they  are 
excluded  from  a  seat  in   the  Vostry ;  they  are  excluded 
from  all  the  great   places  at  the  Bar,  from  Parliament, 
and   from  all  the   Ofiices  of  State.      While  thesp  grie- 
vances remain  to  be  removed,  let'  it  not  be  said  that  the 
lr\sh  are  indifferent  to  .them,  and  that  tithes  are  the  only 
grievance  which  they  feel.     You  wound  the  Catholic  by 
taking  away  from  him  his  civil  capacity,  and  then  you  vote 
tithes  upon  him.     You  have  marked  .him  out  as  an  object 
of  degradation  ^  you  have  separated  him  by  disqualification 
from  his  Protestant  brethren.    One  set  of  men  are  at  Court, 
and  the  other  are  not*     You  instigate  the  lower  orders  to 
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vevile  each  other ;  mkI  if  omce  a  MrvwHt  of  the  Grown  to 
pf  miita^  to  rerile  and  diegrtde  any  portiiHi  of  his  Ujijest^^ 
inbjecd^  that  portion  cannot  be  aiid  to  be  free ;  that  portion 
k  IB  everjr  aensedegiaded.  It  lias  been  aaiJ,  that  the  oatk 
of  the  Chief  MagktMile  b  a  hindrance  -|o  any  farther  esctea- 
flion  oi  privileges  to  the  CathoiiQi*  We  suppose  titis  oatk 
t»  be  a  cheeky  apd  maiippoae  this  check  imoiutable  with 
jpmpect  to  alkriatMet^  bat  changeaihle  with  mpect  to  graid* 
ing  the  subject.  VM.  this  oath  ean  by  no  means  in  any 
senap  be  oonatnied  in  an  obatnok  to  the  privileges  of  the 
Cat boUcB*  The  iapaaiiion  of  the  quatification  oath  <Ud  not 
take  piaoe  tvHh  r^avd  to  Ineland  till  178S,  becaose  the 
£nf^h  Parlilnnaettl  had  no  right  to  iaraosa  any  s«cb  ^atb* 
What  then  has  been  done  ainee  the  Union?  You  have 
tahenfrom  08.a  l^rliaoKAt  whem  CntlioUca  were  admissible^ 
Mc|  bron^ht  ns  into  a  Pariiaasmt  where,  •  by  the  oath,  of  Ihfe 
lUag,' 'it  is  pretended  tiiat  Cathotica  are.inadmissibiC'  And 
this  ia  what  mm  bare  got  then  by  the  Union !  According  to 
tiiirinteiptetatfon>  the  Umon  was  m  roost  meostroositinovaf^ 
timi)  Im!  it  dapfkises  tkat letigiali  depends  alone  lor  support 
6ft  paass;  aad  penalties ;  f  hat  is,  that  it  is  iabe,  and  that  it 
dots  not  stand  on  its  own  evidence;  it  supposes  that  i^ 
ligiah  is  merely  a  state  tricjc,  and  that  ttie  first  magistrV^ 
ten  alone  pfeserve.ttby  the  infliction  of  pains  and  peoaltiesw 
It'lnts  bemi  and,  dmt  ^  disfpiatifyiaig  oath  is  a  funda* 
nnatal  Uw  ef  the  land,  Tbeie  are,  i  wiU  allow,  laws  which 
are  jEbndamental  s  Uberty  is  oneof  tbefendamental  principles 
nf  onr  natnii^;  and  th&laws  wbidiaupport  these  fundamental 

Erincipkis  mist  be  fundaoiental  laws.  The  Declamtion  of 
tghtS)  for  evanple,  is  a  fandamental  law ;  but  thelawa  which 
deprive  the  Catholics  of  tkeir  liberty  are  not  fundamental; 
In  this  war  you  woald  have  two  sorts  of  fundamental  laws ; 
y6n  wobw  have  the  hws  which  support  and  maintain  you 
in  the  possessson  of  yoar  own.privilegeSf  and  the  iavra  which 
consign  the  privileged  of  the  Catholics  to  damnation ; .  as  if 
the  liberties  of  10,000^B00  of  men.  conld  only  be  secared  by 
amking  ifiOOfiOO  the  enemy  of  that  10,000,000.  VVc 
Bitiat  idways  remember,  that  to  endear  a  constitution  to  a 
people,  it  most  not  be  onjust  towards  them  ;  and  tliat  if  a 
people  are  interested  in  a  «eonstitution,  the,  more  likely  is 
that  constitotion  to  be  lasting.  What  are  the  terms  of  thb 
oath  i  lit  declares  that  Mass  is  to  be  held  in  abhorrence, 
arid  that  it  is  an  idolatry ;  that  is  to  say,  that  all  those 
Voi^HL^lSli.  SB 
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Catliolic  nations  who  httyib  been  your  allies  ant  idolatprs ; 

that  the  Prince  Recent  of  Pmrtagal,  whom  you  are  tioBiicf  tor 

establish   on  his  Atone,  is  an  idolater;  the  EmptTor  of 

Austria  is  an  iildater;   the  Kin^  of  the  Two  Sicilies  is  an 

idofarter ;  that  the  pi^ople  of  Portu|pil,  to  whom  yon  for^ 

merly  toted   bne  millioAt  ami  latdy  t^o    millions^  are 

idohters;   the  Spaniards,   your   own  fellow  subjetts  of 

Canada,  and  fenr*fifths  of  yonr  fellow  snbjects  of  Irrlsindy 

are  all  idolaters.      Thus  the  qualificstion  of  an  English 

gentkman  to  serve  in  Parliament  is  a  lihel  on  his  alliesv  ^ntl 

a  libel  on  hb  fellow  subjects.     It  is  not  essy  indeed  in  alt 

to  draw  the  line  of  di^inctton,  and  say  what  laws  are  not 

fundamental,  and  what  laws  aret    but  beta  there  is  nooo* 

casion;    for  fiere  iire  laws  which  yon   yooraelTes  bare 

deciaied  not  to  be  f undaroenul,  but  to  be  provisory.     In  Ihrt 

Union  with  Scotland,  you  expressly  say  that  tiris  is  subject 

to  the  discretion  of  Parliament ;  yon  say,  ^^  until  the  Partial 

meitt  of  the  United  Kingdcln  shall  otherwise  pfovide.** 

Such  is  the  binifoafe  on  this  snbWt,  in  theMnd  sectioia 

of  the  Scotch  Union,  and  the  tt4th  of  the  Irish  Unioo^ 

These  laws,  therefore,  are  only  provisory,  and  not  ftm<* 

damental ;  you  have  declared  it  repeatedly ;   and  you  havia 

thus  abandoned  the  great  ar/fumciit  against  the  admia* 

aibility  of  the  Catholics.    By  the  Union,  the  declaration  of 

right  did  not  exclude  tor  ever  tt^  Catholics ;  that  deda* 

ration  which  signifies  this,  is  subject  lo  a  future  provisioft^ 

M'ho  are  the  parties  to  there  Unions  }-^The  King  and  the 

Parliaments*    \Vhen  1  bring  up  to  your  table,  then,  m 

Petition^  loaded  nit h  the  multitude  of  signalnres  which  it 

contains,  let  it  not  be  said  that  the  decimation  is  against 

them,  nhich  the  Psrliament  of  England  and  the  Psrltameni 

of  Scotland,  which  the  Parliament  of  Britain  and  the 

Parliament  of  Ireland  have  dechscd  to  be  no  part  of  the 

fundamental   laws  of  the  land.       Why  was  this  clause 

.  inUroducrd  hito  the  Irish   Union  ?    It  was  introdiided  Sat 

the  sake  of  Tacilitating  the  Union ;   it  held  out.  to  ik6 

Catholics  a  possibility  of  the  removal  of  their  disabilities  in 

the  strongest  terms ;  and  it  made  the  King  a  witness  that 

nothing  stood  in  the  way  ot  that  removal,  that  it  was ti sob* 

ject  free  to  be  debated,  that  there  was  no  coronation  oath 

against  it,  and  no  fundamental  bw  of  the  land.      I  appeal 

to  the  candour  of  the  House,  if  thiB  is  not  a  fiiir  oonstriictioa 

of  the  meaning  of  this  clause*     Why  then  will  you  sup^r 

port  a  principle  which  tamblies  your  oatiowd  fiutb  I   J^ 
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it  ift  said,  upe  do  not  like  to  admit  the  GAtholics  to  a  oom- 
aranity  of  priyiliH^  with  ourselves^  1  will  a<k  jou  iryM 
vili  allow  yoaneiveSilo  be  ^ided-  by  any  soch  prejadicesiy 
to  leject  a  measiire  which  is  not  moir  esspniial  to  tl^  wclfkre 
of  tSe  Irish  Roman  Cathdic  than  essential  to  jonr  own 
mfetfp  What  would  jon  think  of  the  conduct  of  that 
leeriment  which  should  ref««e  to  march  with  another  le^t* 
meni^  and  udi  ehmg  with  it,  because  that  it^raent  was 
Boman  Catholic  ?  Whj  will  jrou  allow  jourKlves  to  be 
mder  the  influence  of  such  uncharitable  prepossessions  ? 
What  roost  be  tho  ronspqiienoe  ?,  It*  you  will  not  tolerate 
one  another,  jou  most  at  Usi  tolerate  the  conqueror.  Engw 
had  is  nothinsr  without  Ireland,  and  Irsland  is  nothing 
without  En^lHnd.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  preaerTatioa 
of  jour  own  ii'ligion,  your  liberty,  and  all  your  privileiKeSy 
depends  on  the  success  of  your  efforts  aj^inst  the  Fiench  i 
An  you  not  know  that  ^our  sHocpsb  depends  on  your  ynioH 
^^■i^ong  yoonelvesy  and  that,  if  instead  of  bein?  united,  yod 
split  and  separate,  you  are  a  ruined  naticm.  Vou  may  be 
a  Yery  j^ve  nation,  ami  a  teiy  wise  nation ;  but  if  in  one 
part  ot'your  policy,  which  is  the  mo^t  essential,  you  fail, 
if  yon  split  amon^  yourselves,  you  are  a  ruined  nation, 
That  one  error  will  be  your  death^t  will  rendei*  you  in* 
capable,  with  all  yolir  valour,  to  contend  successfully  against- 

Cur  foe,  or  even  to  pieserve  your  existence  as  a  nation.  I 
fe  often  wished  in  seeret,  that  some  Guardian  Angel 
would  lift  up  the  sectaries  above  the  Babel  of  their  own  con* 
,  fusion  and  the  mealiness  of  their  own  antmosities»  and  shew 
them,  in  the  oontinuanoe  of  their  jarring  ruin  rendered 
tisibfe--and  then  shew  them  that  if  they  joined  together 
they  would  live,  and  if  not  thqr  would  die.  ^  If  you  con* 
aider  voursd ves  as  embarked  in  a  j^nat  cause,  in  which  you 
can  alone  succeed  bv  the  nnion*  of  all  parties,  you  may  yet 
continue  to  exist,  otherwise  you  are  only  working  your  own 
'  luin.  •  There  is  one  test  which  has  missedl  the  wisdom  of 
the  wise,  which  the  politician  has  ^ot  discovered,  and 
which  the  divine  in  nis  heavenly  folly  has  also  not  dis^ 
covered,  but  which  has  been  discovered  by  the  commdo 
mim,  and  that  is,  that  vou  must  alldw  eveiy  man  tp  fol- 
low bis  own  religion,  without  ra^trietion  and  without  limi- 
tation. Catholicism  and  allegiaiicevafe  comp-itible  with  one 
'  another.  The  Catholics  otmtitute  a  great  pcopprtionof 
your  armies— a  great  proportion  of  your  maiuie  force  am^ 
Catholica-^you  contimie  to  recruit  yaur  £ijrc^»  with  Cm 
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Ibolics.'  A  8(a(einetlt  has  been  furntehed  of  the  proportioii 
between  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  part  o£  the  foroes 
quaftcred  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  and  of  the  crews  of  sefemi 
ships  at  Podsraouth,  and  the  Catholics  were  by  far  ibn 
ffdmiv^i  proportion.     I  do  not  say  that  the  oumber  of  «acll 
persuasion  amount  io  ^es^actly  what  has  been  there  staled  ; 
but  1  say  that  in  a  view  ot'our  maritkne  and  land  forces, 
t)ie  number  of  Irish  Catholics  are  such  as  to  be  enough  to 
turn  the  scale  of  empire*    They  have  enabled  yoa  to  van- 
quisl»  those  French»  for  a  supposed  attachioent  to  wkom  yon 
disqualify  the  Irish  Catholics.    The  Russian^  the  Austria n^ 
and  the  Prussian  armies  fled  before  the  armies  of  France.  - 
Neither  the  insensibility  of  the  Russbo  soldier,  nor  the 
slfcilful  evolutions  of  the  Prussian,  availed  them  in  the 
€l.ay  of  battle;   they  all  fled   before  the  Freoch  armies; 
so  that  with  her  collected   force  she  gave  a  final  stroke 
to  tji^  liberties   ot    £orop<-.     iWhatevsy  remained   of - 
the  ^lory  of  Europe,  tell  at*  the    feet   of.  France.     In  \ 
tbo  last  contest  with  Austria,  feats  of  courage  were  i^< 
played  by  the  Austnaos  such  as  could  be  equalled  by  no* 
tiling  bot  the  courage  that  conqiiered  them,  and  ^et  (he 
armies  of  Ailistria  were  in  a  short  time  shattered  by  the 
armies4»f  France*     And  if  lA  another  part  of  the  Continent 
you  have  been  jeoabied  io  oppose  <4ii#  nation  with  move- 
^access,  to   whom  was   that   success   principally  to  be^^ 
ascribed  }    It  was  to  the  Scotch  Presbyterian,  a  steady  and^ 
gallant  soldier ;    it  was  to  the  Irish  Catholicj  whom  yoo    ' 
have  incapacitated   from    honours  and   rank,  and  who, 
while  he  was  exposing  to  every  breqie  his.  garmenta  bathed 
in  the  blood  of  France,  was  aW-  carrying  about  him  tbo 
marks  of  your  disqualification.     Onie  rcjgiment,  which  bad 
lately   distinguished  itself  in  a  remarkable  mannery  waa>  . 
raised  in  Dublin  almost  entirely  of  Catholics.     Had  the 
pliant  officer  who  raised  these  men»  raised  soldiers  on  the- 
principle  on  which  we  admit  meroben  of  Parliament — had 
he  insisted  on  their  renouncing  the  £uchlHrist,  and  dedaring 
their  abhorrence  ot  Mass,  France  woald  hav^  had  one  eagta 
the .  more,  and  you  would  have  have  had  oiie  i^^im^at  the* 
less  ;   but  that  gallant  man^  far  above  thet  folly  of  thoologg^t 
did  not  stop  for  the  sanction  of  either  priest  or  parsof)>  Imi 
told  the  soldier  to  draw  for  his  country.     The  qacstioo  is* 
therefore,  whether  liinh  Catholics  are  or  are  not  as  pApnble. 
qL  allegiance  aa  Cbe  Protestants  ive^  of  wbiob  one  shottld 
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think  there  coald  hardly  lemain  a  doubt.  And  if  I  can 
oolleet  at  present  a  general  sense  in  favoar  of  the  ckims  of 
the  Rotpan  Catholics,  I  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  country 
maj  look  to  the  issue  of  the 'present  contest  irithoutdM^ 
may,  and  tkat  she  has  such  a  security  within  herself,  ihal 
she  may  behold  ;the  utmost  efforts  of  the  enemy  with  tran^ 
quillity. 

Sir  «r.  C.  Hippisl^  mentioned  thocaae  of  an  artillery^ 
man,  which  had  appeared  in  the  Ir^h  papers.  It  had  been 
Mated  that  this  artillery^maa  bad  been  ordered  into  confine* 
ment  ia  consequence  of  his  refusal  to  attend  a  Protestant 
chutth ;  and  when  he  asked  at  fenglb  for  a  court  martial,  he 
had  been  sent  abroad.  It  appeared,  however,  Aom  a  com- 
munication which  he  had  bad  from  the  Rey.  Mr.  Grsen, 
Minister  at  Greenwich,  that  this  was  not  an  accumte  state- 
ment, and  that  do  such  punishmMit  had  been  inflicted.  He 
had.  known  Mr.  Green  an  another  part  of  the  world,  and 
knew  well  his  reracity,  Thou|^  this  act  bad  been  mis* 
lepresented,  it  appeared  that  no  less  than  four  general 
oideis  had  been  issued  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  such 
persecution  ;  from  which  the  ikir  inference  was,  that  at  least 
three  of  these  orders  had  not  been  attended  with  etfect.  It 
had  been  suited  to  him,  that  in  the  regiments  quartered  in 
the  town,  the  military  are  not  only  not  allowed  to  attend 
their  own  churches,  but  foiced  to  goto  Protestant  churches, 
which  they  look  upon  as,  a  gteat  deal  worse ;  for  it  was 
niell  known  that  no  part  of  the  Romish  religion  was  more 
strictly  inculcated  than  the  abstaining  from  being  present  at 
the  services  of  other  persuasioni*  It  has  been  said  that  the 
commanders  of  regiments  in  the  country  are  juidiJiferent  to  the  *  , 
vetigion  of  their  soldiers.  Such  did  not,  however,  seem  to 
be  the  feelm^  of  his  Majesty^s  Minisfeis;  for  when  the 
Glengary  r^men^  was  laised,  not  on  the  Irish  but  the 
British  establislinnent,  there  was  a  commission  given  to  the 
Bev.  Mr.  M'Doiiald,  a  Catholic  Clergyman,  to  act  as  Chap* 
Iain  to  that  Regiment*  '  It  was  impossible,  however^  that 
there  could  be  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest  to  every  regiment^ 
and  more  particularly  to  mixed -regiments.  He  knew  the 
di6Bculty<^--rHe  rea4  an  advertisement,  however,  which  went 
ill  some  measure  to  remove  the  difficulty,  in  which  a  prayer 
Iraa  stated  to  becompdsed  ^br  those  regiments  wbiiih  might 
not  have  a  Priest,  in  hopes  that  the  Catholic  soldiers  and 
sailors  migbtbe  permitted  to  join  together  in  celebration  of 
tjieir  wor^hip^  and  might. be  detained  from  going  to  Pro* 


•74  Tut  tA«l4AM«VTA«Y  B««ISTIR.  {[OOM. 

lesiant  mnHce,    He  then  went  kito  the  answer  to  the 
three  questions  proposed  to    the   Catholic    UnWerMties^ 
which,  it  had  been  said,  were  brought  by  Mr.  Hussej,  a 
Boinan  Catholic  priest.     He  ass^erted  th<t*KIr.  Hu&sey  was 
not  employed.     He  held  in  bis  hands  the  original  answer 
which  had  been  returned  from  the  six  Catholic  Uoivefsities. 
Adverting  tu  the  circamstancte  which  hud  attended  the 
consideration  of  the  ^estions  submiited  to  one  of  the  Ca- 
tholic  Universities,    he  observed  that  Mr.  Hussey    had 
staled,  tliat  the  Act  of  Settlement  must  not  be  discussed  at 
fU,  aathe  Irish  Catholics  acknowledged  no  law  with  re*.' 
legancl  to  the  succession  of  the  crown,  but  that,  of  their 
own  conotry  •    Witl\  respect  to  the  subject  of  the  veio^  he 
referred, to  the  resolution  of  1790  pas!«ed  in  its  favoor,  and 
contended,  that  it,  was  impbasible  to  suppo>e  ten  of  the 
senior  prelates  of  Ireland  to  be  so.ignorant  of  the  discipline 
oftheirChitrch»  as  to  be  mistaken  in  soimportaiu  a  point,  li 
had  been  said,  that  this  resolution  was  passed  under  the  iu-^ 
fluence  of  government  terror.    Tins  waa  not  so,  fcH-  he  knew 
from  the  most  resprctableauihoriiy,  that  at  the  period  in  ques* 
tion  tbcy  were  on  terms  of  confidence  with  the  Government 
of^that  day.     Remarking  next  upon  the  pnblicaiions  of  Dr. 
Milner»  bef  observed,  that  he  who  bad  been  the  advocat)6  of 
the  vdo  had  become  itt  greatest  enemy  ;  and  thus  the  apple 
of  discord  had  been  thrown  out  between  the  two  islands. 
fiy  such  publications^  circulated  with  the  most  mischievous 
industry^  the  Catholics- of  England  and  Ireland  had  been 
set  against  each  other.     Bot  many  discussions  had  before 
risen  on  this  subject ;  and  Dr.  Milner  himself  had  stated, 
that  be  received  a  letter  from  the  Cardinal  of  the  Propa- 

Eanda,  one  of  the  ablest  Prelates  of  the  Roman  See,  who 
ad  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  thoagh  the  Crown  ought 
Bot  to  have  the  nomination  of  the  Bishopsy  the  same  ob- 
jection did  not  hold  against  snch  a  negative  as  would  afford 
a  security  for  the  loyalty  of  those  appointed.  Coming 
more  immediately  to  the  aukject  before  the  House,  some* 
thing,  be  said,  was  due  to  the  honest  prejudices  of  a  fourth 
or  fifth  part  of  the  population  of  the  whole  empire.  He 
was  sorry  thai  so  much  pains  were  still- taken  to  propagate 
prejudioea  inimical  to  their  rights.  What  were  the  charges 
against  them  j  They  were  accused  of  treason.  He  had 
seen  publication^  in  which  it  had  been  asserted,  that  firom 
the  tenets  of  their  rt^Ugion^  they  must  be  traitors ;'  and  if 
called  upon,  he  could  refer  to  them.    They  hAd'  been 
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aocQgfd  of  hoUing  priBciplcs  ioinical  to  ttU  Ikwt^  hvmaa 
and  dt?tne;  that  faith  was  nol  ta  be  kept, with  beretics; 
thai  it  w.as  ianful  to  detbroae  ^  king  whoie  creed  w*t  dii^ 
fereot  from  their  own.     Upon  this  KitMind,  it  bad  been 
contended,  that  the?  oagbt  to  be  dnveii  from  oor  coarta 
and  our  armies^    A  riela^^  in  a  pablicatioo  called  **  Consii* 
derations  on  the  Petition  of  the  Englisb  Cutboties^"  had 
arraigned  the  integrity  of  ibcir  politiet,  a»d  espvesied  bis 
astonishment  that  they  shouM  object  to  soleumiae  a  rhe 
which  they  considered  as  sacritege*    8ocb>  Hiiilbrtiinateiyp 
were  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  gmit  leaching  bodies  of 
this  country.     In  a  book  Intciy  pobliskedft  aod  dedicated  to 
Lord  Sidmouth,  it  bad  been  assaned,  thai  a  Massultnan 
and  a  Deist  might  be  belicTed  on  oaib ;  bat  that  an  Atheist 
and  a  Catholic  ought  not*     He  adverted  to  these  things 
merely  to  shew  the  spirit  in  wbicli  tbe  opponents  of  the 
Catholics    treated    the    subject,   and   ho«c    rtadily  ibey 
ascribed  to  the  Catholics  of  tbe  pmaent  day  tbe  worst 
notions  of  former  times,  which   never  had  been  ^eoe» 
rally  admitted  as  foraaing  a  part  of  tbe  Catholic  telt^ion* 
Bat  though  the  Catholics  ought  to  be  admitted  to  sit  in 
that  House,  he  tbooght  that  there  ought  to  be  a  lestpictioa 
of  their  oumbet  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  ihe  Cstbolie 
population.      Wirfa   respect  to  the  motion  of  his  right 
Donoorable  friend,  he  wished  that  be  bad  gnne  sotnewmf 
farther  than  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House.     This 
wocrtd  not  be  sufiicientso  Uy  the  gtonndsfbr  tbe  iAtrodnc^ 
tjon  of  a  Bill.     Why  not  do  that  upon  a  question  of  this 
importance,  which  was  done  on  Turnpike  Bills  ?     A  Select 
Committee  should  be  apooioted,  with  power  to  aeud  for 
persons^  papers  and  ree<>ras,  and  to  examine  into  the  whole 
iacts.     The  great  officera  of  state,  tbe  prelates  of  the 
country  might  sit  Upon    this    Comimttee»    and    ifiquire 
whether  the  laws  against  tbe  Catholics  were  suited  to  the 
cifi* instances  of  tbe  times.     Here  he  adverted  to  the  de- 
claration of  an  eminent  prekte,  who  had  said,  that  the 
greater  part  of  his  diocese  was  Catholics,  that  he  had  no 
nope  of  Oiaking  ihem  Pfotestanis,  and  therefore  had  pat 
into  their  bands  tbe  works  of  an  excellent  Catholic  Divine, 
thai  he  might  at  least  make  them  good  Catholics.     The 
declaration  against  the  Catholic  lehgion,  signed  by  Mem* 
bers  of  Pariiainent,  he  called  a  ftirrago  of  nonsense,  and 
hoped  that  they  sbouici  not  long  be  under  the  necessity  of 
subscribing  it*    After  stating*  tbal*  bis  lace  friend,  Mr. 


Wi|idbAQi».biMl  agreed  mtk  him  in  bis  opiojioa  in  fHtaor  of 
tbe  Gi>iholics»  ainl  praiaiQg  Uie  tiWatity  wiih  which  many 
re9pec:J»ble  ProtetUiiUs  bad  subscribed  &>r  tbe  SMpport  of 
8PIUQ  of  d)etC/Kbo)ic  MiBinvi«$  0f  tbi«  countryy  be  «gaai 
H^^mmeiidAd  the  appoitttmeiU  of  %  Select  Cbimniuee, 
vhose.  prooeedings  ougln.  4q.  be  firipted  and  publohed* 
Tbin  Would  do  tni^h  to  reioove  tbe  prejudices  ^gaiost  tbo 
Caiholio»«  Tbe  '^ejcpeoce  waa  no  oonaideratioti»  Tbe 
abotniimbk  pemiries  of  Btdloe  aiul  Oates  had  beea  pub^ 
Jished^  bj  tbe.  nouae^  ajid^hii  had  contributed-  much  to 
promote  tbe  pr^udioea  that  exiBted  against  the  Catholics. 
Adireniog  agaio  to  ibe  uiOj  he  suted  that  the  Resoiuiion 
qf  iBiQ  agaiiiit  ic^  hud  be^a  signed  only  by  fil  bishopsi  and 
that  aiueof  theae  were  tbe  tame  who. bad  signed  that  of 
1700w  Of  the.  six  bishops  of  the  province  of  Gonoaugbc:^ 
only  one  bad  signed  it.  But  in  liie  Reaolution  of  ISIO^ 
riiere  waa  not  a  word  reprobajting  that  of  17fi9.^  It  duljr 
atated,  ibat  it  was  iaexpec&m  to  grant  the  veto..  In  qoq^ 
elusion  be^  4>bienfed»  that,  though  unifoFmity  coakl.not  be 
gbtainedf  vnioo  nlight—aad;  whatever  might  be  theresolt" 
ql  tbi»  diisaiission  of  ibat  night*  he  had  dd  doubt  (he  Ga« 
tbolies:  would  uitiawtely  succeed.  fWe  r^ret  that  owing 
lotUt  Very  inaudible ^oae  in  whidi  the  honourable  ^ronet 
apoJie,  we  aae  ,uiiabk  to 'give  any  thing  like  a  correct  out# 
&e  •£  bis  speeob.  It  ia  obvioOa.that  from  tbe  impossibilit)r 
#f  catching- . moie  than  ft  sentanoe  here*  and  there, .  the 
bearings  of  the  differeni  parts  omearch  other,  rouM  Uot  be 
exactly  colieeled,  nor  ibe  ooooexioo  pioefierved.^witli  accu-< 

Mr.  Herjbcpt  (^ Kerfy^^UHfid^  that  it. bad  been  his  lot 
to  spend  about  ooe  half  of  hia  life,  in  Ireland^  and  thi^ 
other  ifi  England,  and  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
dtsposicioas  of  the  two  coutitries*  On  that  account  he  re* 
^iMsled  peroMssion  to  uouble  tbe  House  wUh  a  few  words 
•r^'thougn,  repreaentiqg  aa  he  did  so  considerable  a  portioo 
of  tbe  hiah  Calboliea,  he  cquU  h^irdijr  at.  ftny  rate  hate 
been  contented  with  giving  a  silent  vote.  Ue  believed- 
that  the  utmost  harmony  und 'union  of  seatiment  might  be 
produced  between  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelanfl^ 
if  tbe  proper  means  were  uaed  for  that  purpose.  He  waa 
convinced  that  when  tbe  odious  distinctions  in  point  of 
civil  rights  between  Protestant  and  Catholic  were  done 
away,  every  one  would  be  amaaed  bow  they  had  been  per« 
mitted  to  subsist  so  Jong*    They  were  two  scQts— be  cooM 
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not  call  tbem  difierent  religimis  communilSlSv,    The  tenets 
of  both  were  moch  more  nearly^  allied  than  many  imagined  • 

.  Conft'ssioD  and  absolntion  formed  piirt  of  the  Chnrch  of 
England  cfeed  as  well  as  of  the  Catholic,  and  in  Mveral 
other  essential  points  they  were  not  far  asunder.  He  hnn« 
self  was  a  Christian  of  the  Church  of  England.  If  that 
church' was  exposed  to  danger,  it  was  not  from  the  Ca- 
tholics so  moch  as  from  other  <]uarters  ;  and  he  ihoovht  it 
would  be  good  policy*  even  with  a  view  to  the  security  of 
the  Church  of  England,  that  it  shootd  form  an  anion  with 
the  parent  Church.  He  saw  no  danger  whatever  in  grfeint- 
ing  the  Catholics  all  they  waated.  For  a  long  time  before 
the  Revolution,  the  Catholics  enjoyed  all  they  now  claimed^  ^ 
aind  yet  the  Protiestant  Church  had  stood.  But  then  it 
might  be  said,  indeed  it  had  been  said,  that  if  you  |;ranted 

»  power  to  the  Catholics,  they  would  not  be  contented^  witli 
an  equality  of  civil  rights,  but  would  insist:  that  their  reli^ 
gion  should  be  estubiishfd.  At  present,  however,  their 
request  was  reasonable  f  and  why  should  that  be  denied 
because  an  unreasonable  application  might  possibly  follow  ? 
.  He  did  not  think,  however,  that  it  woald  follow.  The 
Catholic  religion,  Hke  others,  had  been  softened  in  the 
progress  of  civilization  ;  and  the  weight  of  inflnenc^f  would 
always  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Protestants*  At  the 
time  of  the  Union,  hopes  had  certainty  been  held  out  to  the 
Catholics  that  their  civil  rights  would  be  restored,  though 
no  positive  promise  had  be^  made  to  that  effect.  But  it 
^as  a  dobt  of  honour  which  ought  to  be  paid.  He  himself 
Qoqaeationabty  understood  that  the  Union  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  removal  of  the  Catholic  restrictions,  and  had 
contributed  to  deceive  the  Catholics  on  that  head.  The 
bope  had  been  encouraged,  and  in  conversing,  with  his 
friends  and  with  Catholics  on  the  subject  of  the  Union,  at 
the  time  it  was  under  discussion,  he  had  never  hesitated 
to  state  what  he  thought  be  bad  good  reason  to  believe, 
viz.  that  the  consequence  of  that  measure  would  be  Civ* 
tholic  emancipation.  Siicb  he  was  satisfied  Would  have 
been  tlie  consequence,  had   it  not  been  Ibraii  utTfortunute 

'  accident.  Still  he  was  not  sorry  that  the  Union  had  taken 
place ;  and  he  was  sure  that,  in  the  long  vunytbe  ctaims^of 
the  Catholics  would  not  be  ur^ed  in  Vctin. — With  regard  to 
the  veto,  he  would  not  touch  upon  it  at  all.  It  was  sufficient 
that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  q^iestion,  which 
Vol.111.— 1811.  SC 
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was  merely  whether  the  House  should  go  into  aCommitt^ 
on  these  Petitions.     Strongly  impressed  with  the  justice  of 
the  Catboljc  claims,  and  the  expediency  of  granting  them» 
,  he  did  not  feel   himself  called  upon  to  dwell  upon  the 
dangers  that  itaight  be  supposed  to' result  from  refusing  theic 
immediate  concession,     tie  knew  many  of  the  most  re- 
spectable  of  the  Catholics  well*-he  knew  that  they  were 
grateful  for  the  favours  they  had  already  received,  and  that 
they  would  not  despair  of  the  justice  of  the  United  Parlia- 
ment, with  reeard  to  such  as  were  still  wanting.     He  had 
sat  with  Catholics  on  many  occasions  in  transacting  the 
business  of  his  country,  and  could  bear  testimony  to  their 
loyalty^  patriotism,  and  congenial  dislike  of  the  conduct  of  ^ 
France.     He  could  bear  testimony  to  their  worth  in  a  mi« 
Ittary  as  well  as  a  civil  capacity.     A  noble  friend  of  his 
and  himself  had  raised  a  mihtia  regiment,  consisting  mostly 
of  their  own  tenants,  in  which   no  party  differences  had 
arisen.     Catholic  and  Protestant  bad  readily  coalesced,  as 
he  had  no  doubt  they  would  do  in  every  instance  if  these 
disabilities  were  removed.     With  regard  to  the  coronation 
oath,  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  tiling  in  it  hostile  to 
the  Catholic  claims.     He  then  adverted  to  the  loss  which 
the  country  sustained  by  shutting  out  Catholics  from  the 
highest  situations  in  the  Army,  and  concluded  by  giving 
bis  support  to  the  motion. 

.  General  Malhew  said,  that*^  all  the  dissenters  of  the 
empire,  whether  Scotch  or  Irish,  were  entitled  to  the  full 
benefits  of  the  Constitution,  as  being  equally  interested  with 
the  Protestants  in  its  security  and  prosperity.  What  the 
Irish  Catholics  now  asked  was  a  matter  of  right  so  unquea- 
tionable,  that  the  only  wonder  was  how  it  could  have  been 
so  long  denied  them.  As  to  the  vain  and  futile  prejudices  ' 
which  had  been  advanced  against  their  claims,  they  were 
long  on  the  decline.  As  to  certain  objections  which  had 
been  made  upon  the  pretence  of  certain  of  their  supposed 
religious  tenets,  they  had  been  so  clearly  exposed  and 're* 
fnted  by  the  bon,  baronet  (Sir  J.  Cox  Hippisley),  in  his 
speech  last  year  (a  speech,  by  the  bye,  in  every  respect 
superior  to,  and  very  different  from,  the  hon.  baronet^speech 
of  that  night,)  (A  general  laugh  I)  That  spec^ch  had  so  com- 
pletely succeeded  in  removing  all  such  errors  and  prejudices, 
that  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  him  to  attempttod  well  longer 
upon  that  part  of  (he  question*  He  then  proceeded  to  shew 
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the  strong  claims  of  the  Catholics  to  the  rights  they  no^' 
claimed  In  the  serrices  rendered  by  them  to  the  empire  at 
large,  and   more  partictrlarly  in  their  military  capacity. 
He  did  not  hesitate  to  state  that  the  gre'at  military  successes 
of  this  country  since  the  commencement  of  ihe  war  were 
chiefly  to  be  attribated  to.  Scotch  and. Irish  Talour.    The 
mere  English  soldiery  had  the  least  share  in  it.     He  did 
not  say  this  from  any  principle  of  invidious  comparison  : 
far  from  it^^no  man  more  prized  the  steadiness  and  valour 
,of  English  troops  than  he  did ;  but  it  had  so  happened* 
that  the  opportunity  fell  most  to  the  Irish  and  the  Scotch. 
The  early  part  of  the  campaign  in  Egypt  was  the  work  of 
an  immortal  hero,  whose  name  was  the  pride  of  Scotland. 
Theglorio\is  terminationof  that  campaign  was  reserved  for 
his  gallant  and  revered  friend,  Lord  Hutchinson,  an  Irish- 
man  ;  and  the  work  throughout  that  campaign  was  chiefly 
begad  and  completed  by  Irish  and  Scotcb«    The  men  who 
bad  stormed  Monte  Video  were  Irish  Catholics — the  men 
who  had  ast6nished  the  French  at  Maida  were  Irish  Ca- 
tholics— the  men  who  had  most  distinguished  themselves  at 
the  battle  of  Vimiera  tfrere  Irish  Catholics — in  the  hottest 
part  of  the  battle  of  Busaco  was  a  clear  majority,  of  Irish 
Catholics;    the  S8th   regiment,    who  had  so   admirably 
charged  the  enemy  In  that  action,  were  to  a  man  Irish 
Catholics — smd  in  the  battle  of  Barrosa,  when  that  gallant 
4ind  skilful  officer,  General  Graham,  led  his  troops  to  vic- 
tory, need  he  remind  the   House  what  was  done  by  the 
Irish  Catholics  upon  that  memorable  day  ?  {Hear !  hear  !) 
The87th«,  to  a  man  Irish  Catholics;  the  brave  "STth,  the 
Prince's  own  Irish  heroes — (J  laugh.) — he  would  repeat 
the  title— he  was  one  who  was  not  ashamed  of  being  proud 
of  that  distinction — (Hearl  Aeflr!)  The  Prince's  own  Irish 
heroes— f'jrf  faugh.) — Gentlemen  might  laugh  ;  he  wished 
that  they  had  been  in  the  ranks  of  tnose  Irish  heroes  on 
that  glorious  day,  and  then  they  might  learn  the  true  way 
to  be  of  use  to   their  country — (Hear^  and  a  laugh  I) — 
there  they  might  have  seen  how  those  brave  Irish  heroes 
executed  to. perfection  their  orders.     They  indeed  spared 
their  powder,  but  gave  the  enemy  the  steel  with  a  ven- 

feance.  (A  laush.)  How  was  the  Isle  of  Bourbon  taken  ? 
^y  the  valour  ot  the  Irish  Catholics  under  the  conduct  of 
as  brave  and  skilful  an  officer  as  any  in  the  service — he 
meant  his  gallant  friend  and  resjiected 'constituent,  Lieur 
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tenaDt-CoIoDel  Keatii^  The  ^lant  GSeaeul  theo  prcH 
ceeded  to  show,  th<*t  the  coutinuiag  the  peoal  laws  would 
have  ihe  effect  of  putting  down  recruitiug  in 'Ireland,  and 
bud  already  considerably  diminUhed  it;  but  if  the  Iriab  Ga«* 
tholic  was  put  on  the  footing  of  the  Knglish;  if  they  were 
sent  out  under  the  commaud  of  their  own  brave  country* 
men— of  such  men  as  the  Irish  Generals,  Lords  Welfiog- 
ton^  Hutchinson,  Marshal  Bere^tbrd, Spencer,  Doyle»  Pack^ 
&c«  The  navy,  he  fuitber  contended,  was  manned  bjr 
more  lri>h  than  Euglish,  as  tkere  were  many  foreigners  in 
the  navy.  He  coucTuded  by  stating  that  if  the  Irish  wti^ 
well  used^  they  might  be  led  by  a  silken  thread.  The  Irish 
demanded  but  tbeir  rights,  and  their  rights  they  would 
have.  With  his  Ust  bieatb  be  should  support^  the  cauae  qf  ^ 
the  Irish  Catholics. 

Dr.  Duhenan  began  by  reading  ihe  oath  taken  by  tbe 
Roman  CatDol^c  Bishop,  on  bis  installation ;  the  subt^tancei 
of  which  was,  as  well  as  we  a>uld  collect  it,  an  obligation 
binding  bun  in  an  unqualified  submission  and  obedience  ta 
his  Lord  tb^  Pope»  to  augment  his  power,  and  to  the  cesisft* 
anc9  and  persecution  of  heretics,  infideU,  &c«  &c.  assailing 
the  doctrines  or  power  of  the  holy  Mother  Church*  He  then  ' 
proceeded  to  read  the  oath  taken  by  the  Priest,  on  his  taking 
on  hi'm  the  priesthood,  which  was  the  same  as  the  former, 
with  respect  to  the  obli£i;ation  binding  him  in  entire  sub« 
mis-^ion  to  the  Pope,  lie  commented  upon  au  alleged 
claiise  in  the  oath,  which  said,  in  «|>eaking  of  the  Roman 
Chtircb,  ^'  Qu^  of  which  there  is  uo'saWation^'*  These  were 
the  persons  who  complained  of  iotolerauoe :  men.  wha 
*have  been,  at  all  times,  the  most  intolerant  sectaries  in  the 
.world  ; — who  bad  received  benefit  after  benefit  ^'rom  this 
country,  and  yet  who  had  evinced  tbeir  gratitude  as  they 
had  done»  I'here  was  not  a  people  in  any  other  country 
who  had  be^n  treated  with  more  leniency  and  moderation 
than  the  Romanisu  in  Ireland.  (A  laugh.)  He  repeated 
It.  that  thore  was  not,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  a  peo- 
ple to  be  found-  any  where  enjoy iue  more  civVI  liberty, 
righu  and  privileges,  than  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics.^ 
{Hear!  htur !  fnim  the  Oppotition,)  They  have  never 
been  impeded  in  ihe  exercise  of  their  religion,  in  the  enjoy- 
Uieiit  of  their  liberties,  laws,  and  lives.  (.A  laugh*)  Andf 
yet  these  were  the  men  who  complained  of  intolerance— ^ 
men  who  never  had  been  tolerant  themselves  when  they 
were  in  power,  and  who  never  can  be  tolerant,  by  the  rigid 
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traels  of  ihetr  religion.     Id  the  tenth  article  of  die  Coi  : 
daot    between    Buoiiaparte  .and   the  Pope,  the   fo  i 
daimed  the  appoiotmeDt  of  all  ibe  bishops  in  Fnmc  • 
then  a  fierce  de»pot  saw  the  necessity  of  gnardiog  ag 
the  abttse  of  ibis  power  in  the  Pope,  by  securing  to  bit  i 
that  appointment,  how  mueh  more  were  we  justified  ii 
maoding  it,  and  yet  they  saw  what  a  stir  had  been  in  i 
diately  raised  upon  the  question  of  the  Ftto,     Aad    ; 
there  was  a  general  opinion,  that  the  loss  of  the  Pope's  i 
poral  dominions  n^^oessar ily  limited  his  spiritual  power: 
waa  w>  such  thing*    The  spiritual  dominion  remained  ;  i 
gether  unimpaired.     As  to  the  great  stress  which  had  li 
made  upon  the  opinioRS  of  the  six  collies,  be  thought  I 
was  BO  aigumeat ;  for  it  was  well  knovrn  in  the  bistor; 
the  Refocm^tioD,  that  in  the  dispute  between  Henry 
Eighth  and  Charles  the  Fifth,  respecting  the  divorci 
Queen  Catharioe,  tbey  had  caused  divers  applications  U 
made  to  ail  the  colleges  In  Europe,  and  that  each  party 
a^  many  oollegfes  with  .them,  and  ^contradictory  to  e 
Otber^  asthev  could  bribe;  money  could  have  baa  any  < 
nion   froAi  them— they  advised  for  those  by  whom  t 
weie  bribed.     He  should  pass  from  those  colleges  to 
real  object  of  this  petition..    What  was  it  the  Cat  he 
wanted  I    Neither  more  nor  less  than  to  subvert  the  Cor 
tution  from  the  first  of  Elizabeth «  down  to  the  present 
riod,  but  there  were  onf  oriwo  facts,  respecting  whicl 
should  beg  leave  to  undeceive  the  House.  ^  Tue  Irish 
man  Catholics  had  been  rated  at  four  millions.     They  i 
no  such  thing,,  the  whole  population  of  Ireland,  he  k 
from  accnraie  documents,  did  not  exceed  S,50O,O0O. 
laugh  from  the  OppouHon^  with  cries  of  Hear!  hear!) 
spoke  from  the  survey  made  by  Mr.  Bush,  at  the  rat 
six  to  a  house ;  whereas  the  fact  was,  that  there  were 
five  to  a  house.     Now,  of  these  3,5OO|O00^  at  the  lo^ 
caleulatipn,  1,500,000  iwere  Protestants,  and  this  left 
millions  of  Roman  Catholics;  but  this  vras  not  all — tl 
twi»  millions  bad  not  above  one  49th  part  of  the  prop 
of  the  coiintry  ih  their  hands*     How  then  were  the  t 
paid?    Tl>e  Catholics  could  not  pay  out  of  nothing,  ex 
hiUk  nihil.  '  The  Catholic  peasantry  were  so  wretchi 
poor,. that:  when  the  hearth-money  tax  was  attempted  t< 
levied  in  Ireland^  it  was  obliged  to  be  abandoned,  tbo 
tjie  tax  was  bujt  iis*^  a  year  for  each  cottage^  so  that  tlie 
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tholic  ddiild  not  pay  a  halfpenny  a  week  tax  towards  the  aid 
of  the  burdens  of  tW  country.  There'  bad  been  a  great 
deal  of  noise  about  the  Roman  Catholic  soldier,  and  hi^  ex- 
ploits in  the  field.  Why,  he  believed  that  the  Irish  Ro- 
man Catholic  soldier  did  behave  well  in  the  field-^ns  well 
as  any  man — but  what  was  that  to  the  present  question?- 
When  the  soldier  entered  the  army,  he  enlisted  for  the  mo* 
ney  he got»  and  not  for  glory.  {A  laughs)  But  as  to  the 
proportion  of  Catholics  to  Protestants;  he  took  iipon  himself 
to  say  that  in  the  regular  forces  there  were  a  hundred  Pro* 
testant  officers  for  one  Catholic  officer,  and  there  are  in  the 
militia  ten  Protestant  officers  for  one  Catholic  officer.  He 
admitted^  however,  that  the  Irish  made  good  soldiers  after 
they  had  become  one  body  with  the  English,  and  haH  been 
consolidated  with  them.  But  what  had  beea  the  object  of 
ovcr-ratidg  the  numbers— of  adding  a  million  every  year  to 
the  sum?  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  intimidation-— of 
frightenirig  us  by  their  numbers,  into  a  reluctant  compli- 
ance. His  statement  would  be  found  to  be  accurate— it 
was  founded  on  documents,  and  not  on  gasconading  and 
bravadoing.  "^rhe  larger  sum  had  been  adopted  for  the. 
purpose  of  bullying  ut  into  consefit.  .  He  next  came  to  the 
oath  of  supremacy:  this  was  fundamental;  bnt  Dr.' Troy 
had  told  tiiem,  in  his  letter  to  the  people  of  hi^  dioceae,  that 
the  oath  of  supremacy  was  a  matter  of  faith.  He  proceed- 
ed nextv  to  show  that  the  decf^tes  of  the  General  Council 
were  affirmed  to  "be  as  good  authority  as  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures. 

Lord  Jocelyn  differed  most  materially  from  the  learned 
gentleman  wlio  had  just  sat  down.  He  was  a  condi- 
tional friend  to  the  Roman  Catholic  claims;  and  the  con- 
dition be  required  was  the  cession,  of  the  re^o.— Without 
the  V€to^  he  did  not  think  it  secure  to  grant  them  what 
they  asked  for. 

Mr*  Bankes  thought  the  present  an  imperfect  measure, 
because  it  must  lead  to  ulterior  objects,  and  those,  too,  such 
as  might  endanger  the  constitution  of  this  country.  Many 
men  seemed  to  think  thot  it  could  have  no  tendency  to  pro- 
duce this,  and  were  of  opinion  that  no  such  thing  was  in« 
tended;  but  there  were. men  even  of  abrhty,  who  might 
be  made  ihe'dupes  of  cunning  men^  less  able  than  them- 
^Ives. 

Mr.  Tight  s.ron^Iy  supported  th^  motion  of  the  righl 
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honoarable  gentleman  (Gratfan).  From  the  time  of  Henrj 
11.  the  Irish  nad  constaotly  claimed-  a  full  participation  ia 
the  Constitution  9  and  he  thought  they  were  clearly  entitled 
to  it.  • 

'Mr.  C.  Adam$  thought  the  question  was,  if  we  were  td 
have  a  Protestant  establishment?  He  had  maturely  thought 
OD  the  subject,  and  was  by  no  means  convinced  that  we 
would  have  a  Protestant  establishment  if  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics had  what  they  wanted.  It  was  denied  thaf  they  prac* 
ttsed  idolatry;  yet  they  professed  the  worshipping  of  saints, 
which  was  recognised  as  part  of  their  religion,  '  He  de* 
tested  persecution  as  much  as  any  man.  He  liked  tolera-  • 
tion ;  but  still  he  wished  to  have  it  toleration,  and  not  to 
have  it  right. 

Mr>  Pons^nby  said,  that  having  formerly  troubled  the 
House  so  much  at  length,  he  should  not  now  enter  fully 
into  this  subject,  particularly  at  that  time  of  the  night.  The 
speech  of  his  honourable  fnend  hear  him,  however,  (Mr. 
Bankes)  filled  him  with  astonishment.     He  said,  if  you 
gave  them  this,  then,  they  wo^uld  be  for  something  more; 
they  would  never  be  satisfied,  but  would  still  increase  in 
their  demands,  till  tbey  had  erected  themselves  into  the  na* 
tioi/al  church.     Yet  his  honourable  friend,  at  the  same 
time,  agreed  that  the  year  of  the  Utiion  would  have  been 
the  best  time  to  bring  forward  this  measure,  and  that  every 
tyear  increased  the  difficulties  attending  its  accomplishment. 
Mis  honourable  friend  said,  that  though   the  measure  ^ 
emltncipation  was  supported  by  persons  whose  intentions 
were  good,  they  were  urged  on  by  others  whose  views  were 
different,  and  that  they  were  only  the  instruments  of  those 
other  persons.     If  the  nondurable  gentleman  would  look  to 
the  situation  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  he  would  ^e  how 
£ir  they  had  reason  to  complain.     You  might  say  to  one— • 
you  "may  be  a  barrister ;  you  may  be  a  person  of  the  high- 
est integrity,  and  of  the  highest  qualifications  c  but  open 
the  Statute-book,  and  you  will  find  that  you  are  proscribed; 
you  may  possess  the  higliest  talents,  but  can  you  be  ever  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Counsel  ?     Was  such  a  state  of  things  en- 
durable?    Was  it  reconcilable  to  the  common  passions  of 
mankind  ?  Yet  such  was  the  law  of  the  country  ;  anri  such 
being  the  law,  he  put  it  to  the  honourable  gentleman   if  it 
was  desirable  that  against  such  an  awful  slate  of  things, 
there  should  be  no  remedy.    To  the  soldiers,  they  might 
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tty,  yoQ  may  fight  ovrbaftlet,  yoo  mmv  loie  yom  Mre^  ik 
our  Mnrice^  b*  .you  cannot  by  law  get  above  a  oettaiD  cx)m^ 
mancl.— *Tbe  .uotnent  yoa  are  aftost  fit  for  oooimand,  th^ 
moment  you  are  qualified  to  be  uselFul^  that  j  moment  yoa 
are  arrested  in  yonr  progreu»  and  your  aer vices  can  no 
longer  avail  either  yourtelves  or  us !  What  wojaki  be  said  to 
Colonel  Keating  who  had  lately -so  gallantly  distinguished 
hiotiself"-*-^'  You  have  acted  nobly;  you  have  surpa^ed  our 
most  aangeiiie  expectations;  you  have  deserved  well  of 
your  country,  and  are  entitled  to  that  promotion  which 
your  merit  and  services  deaerve  %  but,  on  these  very  ac-^ 
counts,  being  entitled'to  be  advanced  above  the  rank  of  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  you  must  leave  the  service ;  we  can* 
not  longer  ifccept  of  your-  services,  nor  can  you  any  longer 
employ  these  abilities,  and  the  other  shining  quaUtied  which 

oil  possess,  either  to  your  own  honour  or  to  our  advantage ! 

'here  was  not  a  person  in  Ireland,  down  even  to  the  very 
meanest  of  the  people,  who  did  not  Sensibly  feel  this  degra« 
dation,  lament  it  on  account  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  coun* 
try,  and  seek  to  be  relieved  from  it«  As  to  the  idea  of  some 
ot  the  gentlemen  interestq}  in  this  question  having  thought 
lightly  of  the  services  of  a  noble  Lord  (Grenville)  or  of  his 
(Mr,  ronsonby's),  he  conU  only  say  .that  he  acted  to  the 
best  of  his  ability  and  judgment,  and  that  he  felt  no  indinai^ 
tion  to  relax  in  his  exertions  in  their  behalf,  in  whatever 
view  they  might  regard  his  services.  He  did  think  that  he 
thereby  served  not  the  Protestants  alone,  but  the  Catholics 
also ;  not  the  Irish  alone,  but  the  whole  country.  What  * 
were  the  great  evils,  however,  which  were  expected  from 
this  measure  being  carried  into  effi?ct  f — the  subversion  of 
the  national  church  ?~-If  so,  were  the  Catholics  bmhc  likely 
to  effect  this  now  than  they  were  ted" years  hence? 

Afr.  W.  Smith  said,  it  nad  been  asked,  if  this  measui>s 
was  extended  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  would  it 
not  be  expected  that  it  should  go  to  the  diflTereot  sectaries 
in  £ngland  also  ?  '  He  did  not  know  what  was  expected, 
but  he  could  say  that  in  his  opinion  it  ought  to  extend  to 
all.  The  ri^ht  of  sitting  in  that  House  was  all  the  privi- 
lege they  enjoyed  more  than. the  Catholics ;  and  during  the 
ye.ars  he  had  been  a  Member,  he  could  not  have  held  a  si- 
tuation of  the  most  trifling  kind  under  the  Crown,  without 
transgressing  the  law  of  the  land,  for  which  he  must  be  pa* 
nished)  were  it  not  foe  the  annual  Indemnity  Bill.    All  the 
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erili  of  which  we  had  to  complain,  aroBC  from  toleration 
and  iodalgence.  He  abhorred  such  terms.  He  knew  of 
nothing  bat  religions  liberty,  which  was  the  right  inherent 
in  every  man  to  worship  God  in  his  own  mode.  For  this 
he  contended,  and  he  thooght  the  Catholics  were  entitled 
to  it  as  well  as  every  other  sect  of  Christians,  as  a  matter  of 
right.  V 

Mr.  Pereeval  observed,  that  the  hononrable  gentleman 
wl^o  spoke  last,  had  revived  the  claim  and  riffht  which  had 
0ome  timeaeo  been  urged  in  the  course  of  tbe^e  discus* 
ttons,  but  which  had  been  dropped  during  the  two  last  tinges 
when  this  question  was  agitated,  ahd  which  had  not  been 
beard  of  to-night,  till  introduced  by  the  last  speaker.  Who 
were  they,  he  asked,  who  claimed  this  as  a  mutter  of  right } 
Persons  who  regarded  it  as  a  nlatter  of- trust  in  others,  and 
whb,  according  as  they  were  instructed,  would  use  the  pri- 
vileges granted  them,  not  for  the  maintenance,  but  for  the 
destruction  of  the  religion  of  those  who  enabled  them  to 
assert  their  right.  The  principle  oh  which  be  was  always 
l^ainst  this  immunity  was^  that  it  could  not  be  yielded 
without  leading  in  no  slow  degree  to  the  destruction  of  the 
national  Church.  If  tithes  were  against  the  universal  Canon 
of  the  Almighty,  and  no  country  had  a  right  to  impose 
them  on  those  who  did  not  belong  to  the  Chnrch-^migKt 
not  the  next  application  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  be, 
tfaattbev  should  be  admitted  to  participate  in  them  accord- 
ing  to  their  numbers  ?  And  the  next,  that  they  should  be 
admitted  to  the  whole?  If  he  did  not  misunderstand  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  (Ponsonby),  on  the 
former  occasion,  when  tl\is  question  was  agitated,  he  would 
not  have  supported  it  but  for  the  veto.  Now  he  did  not 
hear  a  Word  of  the  veto,  and  this  was  of  itself  a  sufficient 
reason  for  him  (Mr.  Perceval)  to  oppose  the  motion, 
though  he  confessed  he  did  not  do  so  solely  on  this  ac- 
count. He  YfVA  as  strong  a  friend  as  any  man  could  be  to 
Christian  toleration,  Ifut  he  believed  in  no  toleration  of  phi' 
lospphy, 

Mr.  fVhitbread  called  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
who  was  a  friend  to  Christian  toleration,  and  an  admirer  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  to  open*  that  Gospel,  and  shew  him 
where  he  could  find  the  Church  and  State  united  togjetber, 
and  where  he  could  fin^,  though  tithes  were  created  by  men, 
that  they  were  designated  by  God,  as  the  engine  of  poli- 
itical  aggrandizement,  or  of  individual  or  national  oppres- 
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sioDi?    The  right  honourable  gentleman  denied  philosor 
phical  toleration  ;  Socrates  ivas  a  philosopher,  and  Christ 
himself  was  the  greatest  philosopher ;that  ever  lived.     Did 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  recollect  that  these  statutes 
against  Popery  were  the  emanations  of  perjury  and  lies — just 
lile  the  cry  raised  by  hin^self  in  1807— just  like  Lord  George 
Gordon^s  riots  in  the  year   1784 — the  right    honourably 
gentleBian  himself  being  now  at  the  head  of  that  or  of  a 
similar  mob  ?     Dr.  Duigenan,  whom  all  deserted  ^heh  his 
nomination  as  a  Privy  Counsellor  was  called  in  question, 
must  be  declared  by  acclamation  to  be  the  Privy  Counsellor 
chosen  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himself.     That 
right  honourable  and  l^rned  Doctor   had   made  a  most 
illiberal  attack  on  Mr.  Finnerty,  describing  him  as  a  person 
who  had  been  a  journeyman  taylor. — He  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
had  no  noble  parentage  to  boast  of,  but  he  m^ver  despised  au 
honest  or  meritorious  man  on  that  account.     He  would 
remind  the  right  honourable  and  learned  Doctor,  of  a  story 
which  had  probably  escaped  his  recollection.     It  having 
been  mentioned  as  a  matter  of  disparagement  to  a  person 
who  had  amassed  a  fortune,  and  got  into  a  genteel  line  of 
life,  that  ]it  had  at  one  time  been  Boots,  as  it  is  called^  at 
ai^  inn  :  the  person  in  reply  confessed,  ^^  It  is  true,  1  once 
was  Boots  at  that  inn,  and  now  1  dm  what  you  see  me  ;  but 
if  you  had  ever  been  Boots  there,  you  would  have  been  so 
still."    The  honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to  allude  to 
the  gallant  exploits  of  Lord  Wellington,  General  Beresford, 
and  General  Pack,  and  ask^,  ought  the  country  to  li^ave 
been  deprived  of  their  services,  they  being  Irishmen,  because 
they  believed  in  Transubstantiation  ?      Or  if    they  were 
now  to  become  converts  to  that  bolief,  ought  they  on  that 
account  to  be  dismissed  the  service.^      1' he.  case  was  an 
extreme  one ;  bgt  still  it  was  exactly  in  point,  and  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  drove   him  to  it.     Had  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  considered  the  nature  of  his  Militia 
interchange  plan's  when  he  censured  his  noble  friend,  (E. 
Grey's)  measure  in  favour  of  the  Catholics?     What  was 
Lord  Howick's  measure  ?    The.opening  pf  certain  situations 
in  the  Army  to  the  Catholic  Officers.     Why,  by  this  inter- 
change   you    brought    Catholic  soldiers,  corpmanded    by 
Catholic  Officers,  to  defend  these  realms! — ^This  was  Lord 
H.'s  measure  on  a  scale  ten  times  more  extensive.     And  was 
it  this  then  that  endangered  the  Ohurcb  ? — Was  this  the 
ground  on  which  the  cry  of  No  Popery  was  raised  ? — But 
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the  matter  did  not  rest  here*    The  casual  ties  of  the  army  at 
the  lowest  computation  amounted  to  22,000<— (would  to 
God  they  were  not  more!)— and  your  ordinary  recruiting 
furnished  only  9000 — you  were  forced  to  have  recourse  to 
Tolunteering  from  the  Militia.,    ThciCatholic  soldier  would 
not  go  without  the  Catholic  Officer.    The  Officer^  therefore, 
must  be  permitted  to  go;  and  liere  was  Lord  Howick's 
measure  completed.      These  inconsistencies  could  be  ac- 
counted for  upon  the  supposition  that  on  this  subject  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  ingenious  and  acute  as  he  was, 
entertained  prejudices  so  gross,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
bim  to  see  any  thing  clearly  through  their  mist.     But  the 
right  hcmourable  gentleman's  intolerance  bad  injured  the 
recruiting.     For  these  three  jears  past  the  Catholics  had  not 
enlisted.    The  priests  had  prevented  them,  and  no  wonder. 
Give  back,  then>  their  privileges  to  the  Catholics,  for  they 
bad  them  before.     Give  them  by  degrees ;  or,  if  you  do  not, 
the  time  will  cohie  when  they  must  be  given  at  once— and 
tliat  once  may  be  a  season  of  serious  convulsion  in  the  statev 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  took  it  for  granted,  that 
the  Church  was  the  greatest  of  blessings,  and  yet  he  had 
admitted  tithes  to  be  a  grievance  in  Ireland,  whfch,  if  pos« 
ftible,  it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  get  rid  of.     But  his 
objection  to  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  was,  that  the 
Catholics  having   got   that  length,    would    immediately 
endeavour  to  abolish  the  tithes.      He' wished  they   *»vere 
abolished  in  Ireland.     It  would  be  a  great  good  to  Protes- 
tant as  well  as  Catholic.     The  Church  which,  be  it  recol- 
lected, was  a  human  arrangement,  not  one  made  by  him 
who  came  from  Heaven,  would  then  have  its  property  in 
I^nd.     The  plan  of  comraatation  of  tithcs.for  land  had  been 
carried  a  certain  way  in   this  country  ;  and  both  parties 
could  hardly  fail  to  make  a  good  bargain.     He  was  sorry 
to  hear  that  the  Chucph  had  of  late  opposed  that  commuta- 
tion.    But  why  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  set  up 
against  this  motion  a  bugbear — an    alarm  of  doing  that 
which  would  do  so  much  good  to  the  Protestant  and  Ca- 
tholic peasant  ?     All  this  time  they  talked  of  the  Church  as 
perfect — zealous  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties— without  spot 
or  blame.     Was  that  the  case  ?    •  W  here  »t  he  Cb  urch  failed, 
he  was  glad  to  see  sectaries  rise!     It  wiis  of  the  last  impor- 
tance that  the  minds  of  the  i^eople  should  lie  furnished  with 
religious  instruction.     The  worship  of  God  ought  not  to 
be  neglected^  because  Churchmen  did  not  do  their  duty. 
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Where  the  Church  l«it,  it  was  fertiloate  for  the  commmiitj 
that  the  sectary  frained  ;  and  nf  the  Chnrdi  was  negligent 
in  IreUndi  why  should  not  the  Catholic  gain  ?  Adverauff 
to  the  good  efiect  that  had  resulted  from  the  defeat  of  Lord 
8tdmouth*8  Bill,  by  the  united  opposition  of  the  Disienten* 
heobserred,  that  before  he  complimented  the  ChancelkMr  of 
,the  Exchequer  upon  his  conduct  in  that  mattery  he  wonM 
have  been  sore  that  hQ  deserved  it.  He  did  not  know  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  hostile  to  that 
measure.  But  whether  hostile  or  not,  the  oppositioR  to  it 
was  siich,  that  no  Minister  could  have  carried  it.  Tlie 
Catholics  came  in  the  same  manner — they  prayed  for  these 
privileges  they  had  said  that  their  Sovereign  had  been 
gmcious  to  them — that  he  had  coaferred  many  fiivoun  on 
them.  An  honourable  friend  of,  his  had  enoeavoured  to 
illustrate  the  bad  effects  that  would  result  from  this  measure, 
by  citing  from  hii^ory  the  efforts  of  the  Roman  Plebeians  to 
tender  themselvps  equally  admissible  to  the  oflkes  of  the 
stale  with  the  Patricians.  He  had  expected  to  hear  this 
followed  up  by  a  statement,  that  when  the  Plebeians  had 
succeeded,  they  poured  into  these  offices  as  the  Roman 
Catholics,  it  was  presumed,  would  pour  into  this  Honse, 
But  what  was  the  tact  ?  Why,  that  none  of  the  Plehmns 
were  elected  for  some  years.  But  it  had  been  stated,  that 
bis  friends  had  themselves  held  out  that  tlifse  claims  ought 
not  to  be  considered,  without  th^  admission  of  the  Veto. 
Thev  had  said  no  such  thing.  The  cause  had  been  pleaded 
by  Mr.  Fox«  who  said  nothing  of  this  Veto,  His  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  G rattan)  had  afterwards  said  that  he 
had  authority  to  concede  it,  and  with  this  he  was  now 
taunted.  Why  ?  he  thought  lie  had  aij^hority— he  thought 
Dr»  Milner  one  worthy  of  trust,  because  he  was, a  man 
hdd  in  general  esteem.  What  Dr.  Milner  now  appeared 
to  be,  all  must  know.  His  right  honourable  friend  had  been 
deceived ;  but  he  had  rather  be  the  deoeiy^ed  than  the 
deceiv-er.  It  had  also  been  urged  that  this  would  Increase 
the  influence  of  Buonaparte.  How  ?  He  had  the  Pope^in 
his  power  indeed  ;  but  would  the  Irish  Catholics  be  less  in- 
clined to  foreign  influence  with  their  grievances  existing, 
than  they  would  be  if  they  were  removed  ?  Or  was  not  the 
removal  of  grievances  the  only  eflectoal  way  to  counteract 
that  inflnence  ?  Had  the  Pope  prevented  Spain  and  Por* 
tugal  from  resisting  Buonaparte  T  The  case  was  so  clear 
that  one  wookl  think  it  impossible  tb«t  the  House  should 
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wakmt  to  go  iato  the  Cornmittee.  And  yet  lie  thought  it 
vottid  refiue.'-**Bat  the  Catholics  would  have  this  consoli* 
tuM^  that  of  all  the  men  who  bad  held  high  situations  for  some 
timepaatt  the  rigBt  bonoorable  gentleman .  and  one  or  two 
others,  disciples  of  Mr.  Pitt^  as  thay  said,  but  wamlering 
BO  fiuT  from  his  opinions  on  this  subject,  were  the  only 
peiBODB  who  said  that  the  Catholic  claims  ought  never  to'be 
granted.  Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  right  honourable 
ffaitieman,  who  looked  for  its  rule,  as  well  as  he  (IVff. 
Wbithread)  did,  in  the  Gospel.  There  they  searched  for 
what  was  due  from man  to  man,  though  uittleretanding  so 
difibve&tly  the  sense  of  the  sacred  book.  In  vindication  of 
Loids  GrenviUe  and  Howick^he  slated  that  his  noble  frienda 
never  professed  that  these  claims  ought  to  be  granted  with- 
out some  security  for  die  established  Church — ^but  what  the 
nature  of  that  security  should  be  was  not  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance.    After  some  observations  on  the  inap- 

flicability  ol  the  instance  of  the  self-called  philosophers  of 
iaiioe»  be  concluded  by  expressing  his  sincere  hope  that 
the  day  would  come  when  those  claims  would  be  considered 
— and  when  no  such  infernal  cry  of  "  No  Popt*ry"  would 
be  .raised  as  that  which  had  been  excited  three  j'ears  ago- 

Mr.  Siephen  commented  in  severe  tesms  upon  Mr. 
Whitbread  8  sentiments.  He  declared  the  toleration  which 
he  had  panegyrised  in  'France,  to  be  j^othing  but  a  mixture 
of  despotism  aiSl  hypocrisy ;  bnt,  indeed,  he  believed,  thai 
there,  was  no  measure  of  Buonaparte's  of  which  the  honour^ 
able  gentleman  would  not  be  the  apolo^^ist  ot  advocate. 
(J  loud  cry  of  Order  ^  idee  dozen  the  words.) 

Mr*   Jftiibread.'^^*'  The  words  impute  to  rae  such  a 
degree  of  criminality,  t^at  I  must  insist  on  their  Ijeing  taken 
down." 
.  The  words  were  repeated  to  the  Cl^k,  an:]  taken  down. 

The  Speaker — "  The  next  step  is  to  have  tl»e  words  read, 
in  order  that  the  honourable  gentleman  to  whom  they  are 
imputed  may  deny  or  justify  them." 

The  words  were  rsfid. 

Mr.  Siephea."^^^  1  might  have  used  the  words  which 
preceded  those,  bnt  I  do  not  recollect  those  which  followed." 

The  Speaker.-^^'  The  next  course  is  to  divide  the  House 
on  the  qoestioo,  whether  the  words  have  been  used  or  not. 
Does  the  bonoarable  Member  persist  in  that  detcrmina* 
tjon  ?*' 

Mr.  Whi&reudi — ^^  I  hare  considered  that  ap  the  .offence 
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was  a  pabKc  insult  to  the  House,  I  ou^ht  to  demand  tbeK 
^  Epology  here,  TBther  than  elsewhere.  (Hear !  hear !)  I  am 
so  far  satisfied,  and  I  do  not  believe  thafr  the  honourable 
Member  meant  (he  words  in  the  full'  esctent  to  which  they 
miffht  be  imputed.** 

*  Mr.  Stephen. — **  I  really  uttered  the  expression  which  I 
did,  hastily,  in  consequence  of  the  irriUition  of  the  moment, 
hi,  as  {  thought,  the  unfounded  and  unwarrantable  impu- 
tation cast  on  my  right  honourable  friend.'' 

Mr.  Whitbread. — ^^  Does  the  hohourable  Member  mean 
to  say  that  I  am  an  enemy  to  my  country?" 

Mr.  Stephen. — "  Far  from  it ;  1  believe  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  be  as  warm  a  friend  to  the  country  as  any  man 
can  be." 

THe  Speaker. — **  This  {)usine6s  is  now  at  an  end.'* 
The  cry  of  question  here  becoming  veiy  general, 
Mr.  Grattan  then  rose  and  observed,  that  he  knew  how 
irksome  it  was  to  them  to  hear  any  further  arguments  at  that 
late  hour,  but  something  had  fallen  from  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  who  spoke  last   but  two  (Mr.   Perceval) 
which  required  animadversion.    He  had  sail)  that  he  (Mr. 
Grattan)   had    changed  his  manner  of  introducing  this 
question.    It  was  bis  duty  to  shew  how  mistaken  he  was, 
and  that  he  had  utterly  misrepresented  the  part  which  he 
bad  taken.     He  did  not  abandon  the  statement  which  he 
then  made.     He  had  said  that  he  (Mr.  (Trattan)  had  ex- 
cluded foreign  nomination  then,  and  that  he  abandoned  it  at 
present.     He  did  not  abandon  it.    He  said  it  would  be 
4   necessary  to  prevent  French    nomination ;    but  that  that 
was   a    matter    of  regulation  ;   and    he  added  that  they 
should .  act    handsomely    towards  ^he  X^atholics    in.  the 
first  place,  but  also   that  they  should  take   from   them 
that   security  which   the  State  might   require. — He  had 
jn  ^b is  done  better  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
with    his  degrading  concession.      The    right  honourable 
gentleman  had  said, that  he  had  once  pronounced  a  panegyric 
on  a  certain  Doctor-^He  never  had.     He  had  said  that  he 
was  our  little  deity — He  never  said  any  such  thing.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  said   that  he  (Mr.  Grattan) 
undertook  to  speak  the  opinion  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
He  had  never  said  any  such  thing.     He  had  surely  said 
that  be  was,  informed  by  Dr«  Milner  that  such  were  their 
opinions,  but  he  never  undertook  to  promise  for  their  truth. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  he  had  ex* 
pressed  himself,  that  to  pay  tithes  to  the  Protestant  Clergy 
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iras.  against  the  canon  of  the  Almighty.     He  said  no  such 
thing.     He  had  said  (hat  nv ben  they  were  taking  from  th# 
Catholics  .their  tithes,  and  taking  away  from  them^  their 
qaalificationsy  that  that  was  against  the  canon  of  the  Al- 
mighty.    Let  them  take  tithes — rery  well,  but  why  also 
take  away  their  ciyil  qualifications  ?      This  was   a  doc- 
irine  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  and  it  was  an 
abominable  doctrine,  though  he  dared  to  say  it  was  his^ 
sincere  faith.     Were  you  to  take  from  a  t>eople  their  civil 
capacity  because  they  paid  your  Church?     This  was  an 
attack  on  the  rights  of  the  Catholics,  and  went  to  separate  the 
morals  of  religion  from  religion  itself.     It  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  never  to  separate  morals  from  reiligion.   In  taking 
away  trom  one-fifth  of  the  Empire  their  civil  qualifications, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  said  he  had  no  charge  to 
bring  against  the  character  of  the  Catholics.    Indeed  !  and 
did   he  profess  that  they  were  eternally  to  lie  under  the 
deprivation  of  their  civil  privileges,  while  no  charge  was  to 
be  imputed  to  them  ?     He  calk  civil  capaci,ties  power.    He 
(Mr.  Grattan)  did  not  careby  what  name  the  eiclusion  went ; 
it  was  enough  (hat  it  was  an  exclusion  from  the  State,  from 
the  Legislature  ;  and  was  not  that  an  exclusion  from  civil 
capacities  ?  It  was  not  in  the  art  of  a  Minister's  declamation 
to  alter  the  nature  of  things.     The  Catholics,  he  says,  will 
destroy  the  Church  ;  and  he  goes  on  and  states,  that  if  they 
destroy  the  Chufch  they  will  destroy  the  State ;  and  he  goes 
on  to  state,  that  if  they  destroy  the  State  they  will  destroy 
the  Church;  forthis  was  the  whole  ot  his  argument;  it  was 
merely  an  echo  upon  an  echo-— a  repetition  on  a  repetition. 
He  urged  no  argqment;    he  relied  on  the  force  of  his 
vociferation  in  place  of  argument;  he  had  never  attempted 
to  prove  any  thing  that  he  said— he  said  I  think,  and  I 
think;    and  he  though^  wrong.      He  had  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  character  of  the  Catholics ;  and  yet  be- 
fore the  Catholics  could  destroy  the  Church,  they  must  be 
perjured.     This  is  the  having  no  otyection  to  the  character, 
to  suppose  them  |)erjured.  He  had  called  him  (Mr.  Grattan) 
the  Declaimer  of  the  Catholics ;    he  (Mr«  Grattan)  said 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  the  Declaimer  for 
Bigots ;    and  if  ever  there  was  one  declamation  without  any 
share  of  trutii  or  eloquence,  it  was  that  speech  which  he 
had  made  against  one  fifth  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.    He 
has  given  another  reason  for  their  disabilities :  the  Catholics 
serve  in  your  Army  and  Navy  {J  laugh  from  the  opposite 
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Hde.)  The  bonouTBble  gentleman  langhs ;  bat  gentlemen 
,  who  side  with  Ministers  are  accustomed  easilj  to  laoffh*  ' 
What  did  he  mean  bat  this,  when  he  said — If  yon  had  tbdr 
service  imd&r  the  disabilities,  why  lemore  them  2  Wdl^ 
theti,  he  gave  up  his  charge;  he  allowed  they  were  bus, 
because  what  pretence  could  he  have  to  refuse  these  priyileges 
but  disaflection  ?  If  that  be  his  .conriction,  let  bim  re^ 
fuse  them.  But  if  the  Catholics  were  bravely  serving  in 
your  army  at  the  expence  of  their  blood,  that  argument 
could  not  be  too  justly  abominated*  It  shewed  how  moch 
inen  rould  be  carried  away  by  fanaticism  and  bigotry ;  it 
shewed  how  apt  Ihey  wfere  to  swerre  from  moral  duty* 
Whfit  was  the  solidity  of  the  argument,  that  if  the  Catholics 
fought  well  in  the  army  abroad,  that  they  would  fight 
equally  well'under  degradation  at  home  ?  He  strifes  against 
you  at  home,  because  you  oppress  him ;  and  be  fights  ibr 
you  abroad,  because  you  there  trust  him.  It  was  easy  to 
^  -point  a  repartee  to  any  thiiig,  but  it  was  not  so  easy  for  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  point  an  argument*  Because 
the  Roman  Catholic  pays  your  Church  and  fights  your 
battles,  therefore  he  is  to  be  disqualified.  The  ri^ht  honour- 
able gentleman  had  shewed  in  this  a  higher  spirit  of  bigotry 
than  he  could  haye  expected  from  a  poli(it:ian;  but  his 
country  would  shew  him  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  a 
declanjatory  Minister  to  prevent  them  from  obtaming  their 
object.  He  had  maintained  that  the  Homan  Catholic 
having  a  religion,  was  in  itself  no  disqualification,  and  that 
if  he  was  free  from  treasonable  practices,  he  stood  precisely 
as  any  other  Dissenter  who  was  a  Protestant.  If  the  first 
was  right,  they  were  right>.  because  their  political  opinions 
were  unimpeachable.-^ Would,  they,  witnout  inquiry,  re- 
fuse to  admit  that  portion  of  their  tellow-sobjects  to  a  ]^r- 
ticipation  of  privileges,  whose  l^gr^^Ity  conki  not  be  im- 
peached ?  The  right  hi/nourable  gentleman  had  shewn  ao 
reason  why  they  should  be  either  excluded  from' the  Stale 
or  the  Army;  and  that  seemed  to  him  to  be  sufiicimt  for 
disqualifying  himself  from  continuing  to  be  Minister  of  tiie 
Cotidtry. 
The  House  then  divided — 

For  the  Motion  -  •         .S3 

Against  it     -  ••  -  146 

Majority     '^  »  63 

;  House  th^i  adjournra. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WBDHB8BAT)  JUNE  5* 
THREE-CRANES    BRlBGE. 

Lord  Kdih  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  GoftittiHt^^ 
wxA  mored  that  it  ^should  be  taken  into  coorideration  <Ht 
Ifonday* 

Emi  Stanhope  gave  aotiee,  that  on  ihtX  dty  he  shotlUI 
move  the  recommitraent  of  it.  He  wished  the  plan  iA  th6 
/  engineer  to  be  fally  considered,  as  he  thought  it  not  stif< 
£eient  for  the  purpose.  Though  he  thought  that  the  plan 
of  this  bridge,  which  comprisied  three  arches,  each  twice  thd 
width  of  Oxford-Streefy  was  practicable^  jet  he  doubted  the 
Bierits  of  Mr.  Rennie's  phin. 

Lord  Keith  stated  his  opinion  in  favour  of  the  talents  and 
capacUy  of  Mr.  Rennie,  and  mentioned  the  opinions  of  Dr. 
Htttton,  which  were  also  in  his  &vour. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  he  haH  a  high  opbion  of  Df. 
Hntton,  and  for  that  reason^  wished  the  Bill  to  be  recom^ 
jDitted ;  beKevhig  that  Dr.  Button's  ideas  would  be  found 
to  be  similar  to  bis  own. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  had  no  objection  to  that  particnlac 

bridge,  but  .complained  of  the  injury  to  the  navigation 

of  the  Thames.     His  Grace  objected  to  the  making  s6 

imny  new  bridges^  while  the  navigation  was  thereby  ob^ 

*      sCnicted. 

The  RepOfTt  was  reodved^  and  ordered  to  Be  taken  intd 
consKieration  on  Monday. 

A^oumed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDKESDAY,   JUNE  5* 
COTTON    MANUFACTURERS. 

Colonel  Stdnlei/j  after  a  few  preliminary  observatiDnsoil 
the  distresses  of  the  Cotton  Manufacturers  in  Laucashircf, 
moved  that  their  petition,  praying  reUef,  should  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  to  examine  the  matter  thereoti  and 
report  their  opinion  to  the  Hoiise. 

Mr.  BliKkburn  seconded  the  motion. 
Vol.  m— 1811.  SE      . 


SM  THB   PARUAMBNTA.RT   RBOISTBR.  fcOIC* 

TTie  ChanceUoT  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that  un^ 
doubtedly  there  ivas  every  disposition  in  the  House  to  ^ive 
attention  to  tliese  petitioners^  and  if  possible  adiuinlsler 
relief:  but  be  confessed,  that  afler  all  the  attention  vrhich  he 
had  given  to  the  subject,  he  did  not  think  that  this  was  a 
case  which  would  adroit  of  any  practical  relief.  In  this 
point  of  view,  to  refer  these  petitions  to  a  Cdmroitfce,  would 
only  encourage  eiipectations  which  it  was  not  probable 
could  admit  of  being  realised  :    at  the  same  time,  if  any 

fentleman  had  any  particular  mode  of  relief  to  propose, 
e  should  not  oppose  the  Committee*  This  was  the  view 
that  be  took  of  this  interesting  and  distressing  subject. 
;  Sir  Jl,  Peelc  suggested  that  it  might  be  practicable^ 
perhaps,  to  afford  such  temporary  relief  as  might  pre* 
▼ent  the  manufacturers  from  emigrating  to  rival  coun* 
tries,  and  till  they  could  turn  their  han4  to  some  other  oc* 
cupation*.  ^ 

Mr.  PoHSonby  was  friendly  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee,  because  some  gentleman  might  suggest  a  planr 
there,  which  be  might  not  choose  to  advance  in  public. 
At  any  rate,  if  relief  was  found,  impracticable,  the  petitioners 
would  received  denial  morei contentedl v  after  examin^ioa 
than  if  examination  was  refused  altogether. 

Afr.  Rose  thought,  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
•  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  just  sat  down  was  decisive 
upon  the  subject.  If  any  thing  occurred  to  that  right 
honourable  gentleman,  which  might  afford  practical  relief 
to  the  petitioners,  that  was  a  reason  for  going  into  the  Com- 
mittee, for  himself,  he  did  not  think  that  any  one  of  the 
remedies  expected  or  desired  by  the  petilkmers  coub)  be 
applied  with  benefit.  Even  the  honourable  Baronet  behind 
him  (Sir  R.  Pccle),  whose  opinioif  on  the  subject  he  had 
heard  bdth  in  public  and  private,  did  not  consider  any  of 
the  plans  proposed  possible.  Tlowever,  as  the  distresses  of 
the  petitioners  were  great,  and  they  had  borne  with  exem- 
plary patience  the  privations  to  which  they  had  been  sub* 
jectKl,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  any  mode  of  relief  could 
be  devised,  Parliament  could  not  be  b^ter  employed  than  in 
providing  the  means  of  icarrying  it  into  eflect. 

Sir  Robert  Peete  and  ^Vir.  Ponsonby  explained. 

General  Tarltton  trusted,  that  the  House  would  inquire 
into  the  distresses  of  the  petitioners  with  a  patient  attention. 
Their  petitions  were  such  a^  it  was  becoming  them  to  pre- 
sent, and  their  appeal  was  inade  to  the  generosity  and  Lbe- 


^vnb5«]  cotton  manufactueers.  ^        895 

niKty  of  the  House.  Tiie  sons  and  brothers  of  manj  of  the 
persons  \fhose  names  were  signed  to  these  petitions  were 
fhedding  their  blood  in  the  cause  of  their  country ;  but 
even  their  conduct  was  not  more  meritorious  than  the 
peaceable  behaviour  of  the  i)eti(ioncrs  under  their  suCferings* 
ne  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would,  bj  agreeing  to 
the  motion,  bhew  that  they  were  ready  to  inquire  whether 
any  relief  could  possibly  be  afforded  to  them. 

Mr.  Daties  Giddy  had  attended  all  the  Committees 
which  had  inquired  into  this  subject  since  he  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  that  House,  and  the  conviction  upOn  his 
mind  was,  that  no  human  ingenuity  could  devise  the  relief 
required.  When  the  last  report  was  made,  he  jTelt  t1)is  im« 
pression  so  strongly,  that  he  had  given  notice  of  his  intfn«' 
tioo  to  oppose  any  motion  for  laying  such  petitions  in  future 
on  the  table.  But  still,  as  it  might  be  better  to  agree  to 
the  present  motion,  than  t6  reject  the  application  in  a 
peremptory  manner,  though  he  expected  no  benefit  to  ' 
result  from  the  proceeding,  he  should  consent  to  go  into 
the  Committee,  under  the  impression  that  it  might  tend 
to  soothe  the  feelings  of  a  very  merit6rious  class  of  sub* 
jects. 

Mr,  Jdam  observed,  that  as  it  seemed  to  be  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  an  investigation  into  the  distresses  of  the 
petitioners,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  practicable  relief 
could  be  afforded  them,  ought  to  take  place,  the  only 
question  was,  what  that  relief  was  to  consist  of.  It  had 
happened  to  him  to  know,  that  in  a  small  district  in  the 
country  with  which  he  was  mpre  particularly  connected^ 
distresses  suph  as  those  complainea  of  by  the  petitioners 
had  been  very  severely  felt.  He  knew,  also,  that  these 
distresses  had  been  in  a  great  degree  relieved  by  the  measures 
taken  by  humane  individuals,  and  the  voluntary  exertions  of 
those  who  had  the  mealns  of  assisting  toward^  that  object. 
The  relief  thus  afforded  had  been  productive  of  h^hly 
beneficial  consequences.  It  might  be  right  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  cohsider  how  far  relief,  such  as  tha't  he  ie« 
ftrred  to,  could  be  applicable  to  the  case  of  the  petitioners.  < 
He  wishedi  however,  not  to  be  understood  to  say,  that  the 
precise  mode  of  reli^,  which  bad  been  found  so  serviceable 
m  a  small  district,-  would  be  equally  beneficial  if  resorted  to 
for  the  relief  of  the  large  bodies  of  manufacturers  whose  dis- 
tressing case  was  then  under  consideration. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentle- 


ipan  opposite,  (the  CbaRcellor  of  the  Excheqiier)  that  unless 
fiome  pmctical  relief  wa3  4ikely  to  result  from  the  adoptioa 
of  the  motion,  they  would  by  agreeing  to  go  into  the  Com- 
^liitee  only  excite  expectations  which  would  afterwards  be 
disappointed.    He  for  one  should  object  to  any  relief  by  ^ 
grant  of  money.    The  distress  was  general  amongst  persona 
connected  \iith  the  commerce  of  the  country;  and  if  any 
inquiry  was  to  be,  instituted  at  all,  he  thought  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  general 
system  of  the  commerce  of  tlie  country ;  and  to  ascertain 
.  whether  there  was  any  thing  radically  wrong  in  that  systeni 
to  which  the  distresses  of  the  manufacturing  classes  could  be 
ascribed.    This  point  had  been  adverted  to  in  the  petitions^ 
where  the  distresses  of  the  manufacturing  classes  were  in  part 
attributed  to  tlie  state  of  our  rehtions  with  America.    The 
trade  with  America  was  that  of  which  alone  the  enemy 
could  not  possibly  have  deprived  this  Country*    He  should 
not,  then,  assert,  whether  it  may  not  have  been  possible  sq 
to  have  regulated  our  politics^as  to  have  maintained  ami^a* 
l)Ie  relations  and  commercial  intercourse  with  America  | 
but  certain  he  was  that  the  situation  in  which  we  stood  with 
respect  to  America  was  that  in  which  the  enemy  most  would 
desire  to  see  us  placed.     He  thought,  also,  that  if  the  in? 

Juify  could  be  entered  into,  with  any  prospect  that  the 
[ouse  would  sit  long  enough  to  allow  of  its  bemg  conducted 
to  any  beneficial  result,  the  system  of  granting  Ucencesi 
which  had  been  so  much  cried  up,  shoula  at  the  same  time 
be  investigated.  This  was  the  only  measure  that  could  be 
looked  to  for  any  satisfactory  coqseqaence ;  but  per<» 
ceiving  that  the  teelings  of  the  House  were  in  fayour  of 
going  into  the  ComxDitteei  he  (hould  not  press  this  point 
farther. 

Sir  Joh^  Jiewport  thought,  thai,  as  the  hooourablfs  Ba? 
rouet  opposite  (oir  Robert;  Peele)  stated  it  as  his  opiuioii 
that  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the  feelings  of  the  petitioners 
tQ  apc^de  to  tliis  motion,  that  consideration  alpne  ought  to 
be  sufficient  to  weigh  with  the  House.  He  was  decidedly 
of  opi.niop  that  any  grant  of  money  ought  tp  be  deprecated : 
l)pt  he  thought  that  the  relief  might  be  rendered  effectual, 
if  ibe  manufactiirers  should  be  enabled  to  send  the  article^ 
Giu  their  hajids  to  a  market  not  now  accessible  to  them*  Ha 
ith^ew  oiU  this  suggestion  foe  the  information  of  the  House 
generally,  because  he  knew  that  a,  measure  of  the  descxip* 
tion  h^  aU^cled  tp^liad  he$n  sup^qi^Uy  adopted  io  a  use 
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of  similar  did!k«t  in  Ireland.  At  all  events,  by  going  into 
the  Cominittee,  ibey  would  show  the  petitioners^  that 
they,  were  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  for  their 
relief. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  was  fully  aware  of  the  danger  of  exci- 
ting^ by  agreeing  to  the  motion^  e^^pectations  which  might 
afterwards  bedisappoioted:  but  there  was  one  circumstance 
which  made  biui  of  a  decided  opinion  upon  this  occasion. 
He  would  agree  to  going  into  the  Committee,  lest  their  mo- 
tives sboald.be  misinterpreted— -lest,  it'  they  refosed  to  agree 
to  the  motion,  it  should  be  supposed  that  they  were  iK>t 
aware  of  the  extent  of  the  distress.  The  amount  of  that 
distress  they  could  not  so  clearly  ascertain  without  entering 
into  a  grave  and  solemn  inquiry:  and,  if  it  should  unfortu* 
nately^  after  such  inquiry,  be  found » that  no  practicable 
mode  of  relief  could  be  devised,  he  wished  it^  at  all  events, 
to  be  clearly  understood  by  the  sufferers^  that  every  atten* 
tion  had  been  paid  to  their  claims  in  that  Hottse;  and  that 
the  evil  tliey  complained  of  was  not  redresse<l  solely  because 
it  was  beyond  the  power  of  that  House  to  remove  it.  He 
thought  it  particularly  desirable,  that  it  should  be  well  un- 
derstood from  the  first,  that  th^y  entered  into  the  inquiry 
not  from  any  certainty  of  being  able  to  afford  the  relief  ap- 
plied for,  but  with  a  view  ti>  ascertain  whether  it  was  in  the 
power  of  that  ^ouse  to  grant  any  relief  whatever. 

Mr.  Pok  Carew  would  object  to  the  Committee  being 
authorised  to  report  any  thing  but  facts.  The  House  would 
recollect  what  inconvenience  they  and  the  public  had  sus- 
tained froan  having  had  to  debate  a  question  for  seven  days 
a^rising  out  of  a  Committee  of  last  Session  baviqg  exceeded 
its  powers.  He  wished  to  avoid  a  similar  inconvenience  in 
a  future  Session,  and  should  not  therefore  consent  to  give 
any  powers  to  this  Committee,  but  to  report  facts. 

1  ne  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  following  Mem- 
bers appointed  of  the  Committee:— -Colonel  Stanley,  Mr. 
•Blackburn,  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  Mr.  Bootle,  Mr. 
Davenport,  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Western,  Mr.  Bradsbaw,  Mu 
Wilberforce,  Mr.  Whitbrend,  Mr.  Pattison,  Mr.  Patten, 
Sir  James  Shaw,  Sir  John  Anstruther,  Sir  James  Graham, 
3ir  John  !&}ewport,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Long,  W.  D. 
Giddy,  Mr » Adam. 

The  Petitions  from  Air,  Renfrew,  and  Lanark,  and  also 
ftom  Paisley  and  Glasgow^  irere  referred  to  the  same  Corn* 
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'mittee;  and  iheCommittee  was  directed  tofqltrt  theiiame» 
with*  their  observations  thereon,  to  the  Houte^  after  a  few 
words  from  Mr.  P.  Carew  in  objectioo  to  this  direction^  and 
from  Mr.  Rose  in  support  of  it. 

SPIRIT.  DRAWBACKS. 

T/it  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  parsuant  to  noticey 
moved  for  and  obtained  leave  to  oriog  in  a  Bill  to  suspend 
the  payment  of  drawbacks  upon  spirits  exported  from  Ire* 
land  to  England,  or  fi'om  £ngland  to  Ireland,  till  three 
months  after  the  commencement  of*  the  next  Session  of 
Parliament.  The  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  stated  his 
intention  to  be,  to  briiif;  forward  a  measure  for  regulating 
the  countervailing  duties  and  drawbacks  in  next  Session; 
and  added,  that  the  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  protect,  until 
the  other  mcHsure  should  be  passed,  the  English  distiller 
from  an  advantage  possessed  by  the  Irish  dihtilleri  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  the  existing  law.  The  duty  was  not  made 
to  apply  to  strength  in  Ireland  as  here,  and  consequently  the 
Irish  distiller  migiit  distill  at  the  highest  possible  strength ; 
suppose  100  {gallons,  which  would  bear  lowering  by. the  ad- 
dition of  SO  gallons  of  water.  Duty  was  paid  buc  for  100 
gallons,  Hnd  on  exportation  the  wholcwduty  was  drawn  back» 
and  the  Irish  distiller  had  30  gallons  duty  free  for  the  in- 
ternal consumption.  ^1  he  right  honourable  gentleman  ol> 
servedy  also,  that  it  was  his  intentioUi  when  the  Bill  should 
come  (o  the  Committee,  to  move  an  instruction  for  the  in*^ 
troduction  of  a  clause,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  spirits 
from  either  country  to  the  other,  except  such  as  shall  be 
warehoused. 

^fter  a  few  words  from  Sir  John  Newport,  the  motioa 
was  agreed  to. 

INQUIRY  INTO  THE  DI^LAYS  OF  SUITS  llf  CHANCERY. 

Mr.  M,  A.  Taylor  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  re- 
suming the  adjourned  debate  on  this  subject^  which  having 
been  read  accordingly, 

Sir  Samuel  Romilltf  observed,  that  having  on  a  former 
occasion  stated  to  the  f louse  tlie  reasons  that  induced  him 
to  think  that  the  motion  of  his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
should  be  agreed  to,  he  had  then  to  infiirm  the  House  that 
nothing  had  since  occurred  to  make  him  alter  the  opinion 
he  before  expressed.    The  report,  which  vras  then  expected 
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firoBi  the  Committee  of  the  Hoase  pf  Lords,  bad  tince  been 
communicated  to  that  Houne,  and  H|>peared  to  him  to  con- 
tain nothing  to  prevent  the  House  from  going  into  the 
•Cominittee  moved  for  by  his  honourable  friend.  The  mea« 
sure  proposed,  of  appointing  anotlier  Judge  to  assist  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  his  Court,  he  considered  of  such  im« 
portance,  thiit  he  tliouglit  it  impossible  that  it  could  be 
carried  into  effect  at  so  lat^  a  period  of  the  Session,  when- 
so  thin  an  attendance  was  to  be  expected  in  both  f louses  of 
Parliament.  An  alteration  in  tiie  constitution  of  the  Courts 
which  would   be  productive  of   the  most  serious  conse* 

Suences,  required  the  most  assiduous  attention  of  both 
[ouses.  He  bad  many  personal  reasons  for  wishing  ta 
abstain  from  giving  any  opinion  on  this  queslioo-;  but  coo* 
siderations  of  public  iauty  obliged  him  to  deliver  his  seoti* 
ments  upon  it.  The  first  novelty  of  the  measure  was,  that 
it  would  establish  a  Judge  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  who 
should  not  have  to  try  original  causes,  but  n>ere1y  todecide 
upon  appeals*  That  was  an  experiment*  whicn  no  roan 
who  knew  any  thing  of  a  Court  of  Equity,  would  think 
ought  to  be  lightly  hazarded*  The  whole  system  of  equttj 
in  this  country  was  fc^unded  on  the  decisions  of  successive 
Chancellors  from  Lord  Nottingham  down  to  the  present 
time ;  and  it  was  necessary  that  those  who  had  to  adminis- 
ter the  equity  laws  of  this  country  should  be  in  the  constant 
habit  of  deciding  original  causes  in  the  Court  of  Chan<;ery. 
If  the  duties  of  trie  Lord  Chancellor  were  too  great  for  biin 
to  perform,  it  would  be  better  to  separate  from  his  office 
the  duties  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Ix>rds,  or  the  de« 
cisjon  of'  Bankrupt  cases,  though  he  saw  considerable  ob- 
jection to  either,  than  to  take  from  him  the  decision  of 
original  causes,  and  that  jurisdictioB, which  constituted  the 
very  essence  of  his  office.  He  knew  it  might  be  said,  that 
to  separate  bankrupt  cases  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  wiHtkl  diminish  his  emolumeofs  too  much.  He 
did  not  think  it  would;  but  if  even  it  should,  that  ought  not 
to  stand  in  the  wa}'  for  a  moment  of  an  arrangement  neces* 
sary  for  the  public  interest.  He  was  utterly  astonished  at 
the  little  information  supplied  in  the  Report  from  the 
Lords^  Committee.  It  stated  only  what. business  had  been, 
done  in  the  ten  latter  years  of  Lord  Hurdwicke,  and  in  the 
ten  last  years;  but  it  gave  no  information  whatever  as  to  > 
the  business  which  had  not  been  gone  through,  nor  as  to 
the  causes  of  the  delays.    It  appeared  by  the  Report^  that 
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Irani  the  year  1745  to  1755,  the  tiamber  of  original  causes 
decided  wat  1698 ;  in  the  last  ten  years  the  number  was  570. 
It  did  not  appear,  however,  that  the  business  of  the  Court 
•f  Chancery  bad  increased  of  late :  hut  it  wonld  be  an  un- 
jvst  inference  to  make  from  the  statement  in  the  Report, 
that  the  business  had  actually  diminished.  The  only  way 
in  vhich  he  coolci  account  for  the  business  not  having  in- 
oreased,  was,  that  many  points,  which  were  doubtful  in 
Lord  Hard.wieke's  time,  had  since  been  settled.  The  in- 
creiae  of  motions  was  doable,  but  that  was  no  proof  that 
the  business  was  doubled.  He  hoped  if  he  was  wrong  in 
any  of  the  canses  which  he  had  stated,  that  his  learned 
Iriend  opposite  would  set  him  right.  He  regretted  much 
that  there  were  none  of  those  learned  gentlemen  present, 
who,  from  their  practice  in  the  Court,  would  have  been 
adeauate  to  decide  on  this  subject;  perhaps,  however,  it 
might  not  be  convenient  to  them  to  attend.  He  consi- 
dered»  however,  that  his  public  duty  was  so  imperative 
that  it  ought  to  supersede  all  private  convenience.  From 
all  the  consideration  which  he  could  give  to  the  subject,  he 
thought  that  a  temporary  remedy  was  best  adapted  to  the 
occasion  ;  and  he  believed  in  his  conscience  that  if  a  com- 
mission to  assist  the  Chancellor  was  appointed,  all  the 
arrears  in  the  Court  wonld  be  disposed  of  in  the  course  of 
a  year.    He  voted  for  the  Committee. 

J'he  Chancettor  of  the.  Exchequer  said, 'that  they  had 
now  before  them  an  acconnt  from  the  Lords,  of  the  causes 
which  had  led  to  the  suspeniion  of  justice  in  their  House* 
and  in  the  Court  of  Chancery*  In  order  to  obviate  the  in- 
convenience in  consequence  of  this,  they  had  entered  into 
a  regulation  to  devote,  after  this  Session,  a  longer  attend* 
ance  to  the  hearing  of  causes.  There  now  appeared  to  be 
538  appeal  causes  in  arrear.  Their  Lordships  had  pro- 
posed, then,  to  give  up  three  days  in  the  week,  from  ten  in 
the  morning,  till  a  great  number  of  their  arrears  were  dis- 
charged, and  two  days  a  week  afterwards  till  they  disposed 
of  them  entirety.  Many  causes  had  concurred  to  a  delay 
this  Session,  which  were  not  among  the  natural  or  average 
causes  of  delay,  and  therefore  could  not  «be  considered  as 
likely  soon  to  occur  again.  He  had  only  to  instance  the 
great  time  which  was  necessarily  occupied  in  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Banbury  and  Berkeley  Peerage  causes.  It 
had  naturally  occurred  to  their  Lordships,  that  if  they  were 
to  sit  for  the  consideration  of  Writs  of  Error  at  ten  in  the* 
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niorniog/  that^  of  course,  a*  deficiency  toast  oocar  in  ihe 
Coart  of  Chancery.  They  theu^  in  order  to  remedy  tbis^. 
f  aggested  the  creation  of  an  additional  Judge  in  the  Eqaity 
Court,  lyhich  sitiyition  the  new  Judge  was  to  hold  duriug- 
his  good  behaviour,  and  not  during  pleasure^  as  had  beea. 
insinuated  by  his  learned  friend.  His  honourable  and 
learned  friend  seemed  to  doubt  that  Chancery  business  bad: 
increased  during  late  years.  He  owned  be  was  very  much 
surprised  at  this  doubt,  after  hearing  the  statement  thatmo» 
lions  in  that  Court  bad  so  multiplied.  It  had,  however^ 
been  mentioned,  either  by  his  learned  friend  or  by  the 
learned  gentleman  who  moved  for  the  Comi|iittee,  as  one 
of  bis  great  reasons  for  doing  so,  that  the  business  of  Chan<» 
eery  was  so  much  increased,  that  if  a  cause  was  now  set 
down  ii\  the  list,  many  years  mi^ht  elapse  before  a  final 
jndgment  could  be  pronounced  on  it.  From  all  he  bad 
beard,  indeed,  be  was  inclined  to  believe^  that  a  very  great 
increase  of  business  had  taken  place  in  that  Court.  He 
knew  very  well  that  many  of  the  motions  5vhich  lately  oc« 
curred  were  motions  of  course;  but  he  knew  also  from  the 
statement  submitted  by  the  House  of  Lords,  that  there  were 
many  of  a  different  description.  For  the  ten  years  before 
the  last  there  were  67»000  motions,  and  £,700  petitions;, 
during  the  last  ten  years  there  were  but  37*000  motions^ 
and  1,66%  petitions.  With  respect  to  the  measure  which- 
might  be  proposed  by  the  Lords,  he  thought  it  mu^h  belter 
to  wait  until  their  Bill  came  down,  and  tuen  would  be  the 
proper  time  to  discuss  it.  After  what  bad  beon  said,  how^ 
ever,  he  must  in  fairness  declare,  that  it  was  possible  be 
should  be  for  passing  the  Bill  this.  Session ;  but  still  of 
course,  if  delay  was  necessary  to  the  adoption  of  a  wise  and 
proper  remedy,  no  ilUadvised  expedition  should  thwart  so 
qesirable  an  object.  As  they  had  the  chief  cause  of  the  ar- 
rears in  the  Court  of  Chancery  already  before  them,  he* 
should  vote  against  the  appointment  of  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Pommibjf  denied  that  there  was  ip  the  statement  of 
the  Lords  ont*  single  satisfactory  reason  for  the  delay  of 
Justice  in  the  Court  of  Chancery »<  «The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  said»  that  the  number  of  motions  which  had. 
of  late  been  made,  might  account  for  the  delay ..  What 
was  the  reason,  however,  of  the  increase  of  motions  ?  Why 
simply,  because  the  attorney  or  client,  in  a  cause  could  not 
get  the  opinion  of  the  Court  directly^  on  the  oauH^  itself;- 

Vol.  111.— 1811.  3F 
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iil#)r  #^|i«  j||a4  to  coiM  m  it  hy  a  mde  wind,  m  the  wftjr  of  a^ 
iMCtoil.  TtKMe  mottoM,  then,  were  the  effect loT  the  deia^^ 
Md  HOC  ihi6  caxat.  The  way  pi^crposed,  however^  to  get  ri<f 
of  all  these  iiicoa  veoieaciesy  is  by  theappoiotaieni  ofa  tbirdf 
Judge  ^  and  the  rtghl  honourable  sentleiaan  wouM  bate  the 
House  watt  for  the  Bill  from  the  Lords  before  rfiey  came  to 
9  determiDatioa.  But  how  were  they  to  determine  unlesi 
they  ioquired  f  or*  how  was  it  lo  be  expeeted  that  a  Bill 
waa  to  get  a  fair  coiHideratton  which  would  most  probably 
not  come  down  until  there  were  not  fifty  Members  in  Iowa 
to  cOQtiderit?  He  was  aware  that  much  extra  business 
eame  before  the  Court  this  last  year,  in.  consequence  of  the 
BomeroiB  bankruptcies ;  but  be  hoped  the  right  hononrable' 

Seatlemali  did  not  mean  bo  to  goyern  the  coontnr  as  that 
e  shoold  calculate  upon  a  similar  recurrence  of  failures  ii> 
Aitnre.  (Henrf  Aearf)  As  to  the  creation  of  a  third 
Judge^  in  his  opinion  it  would  rather  go  to*  increase  the  de- 
lay than  remedy  it;  because  the  Chahcelbr  being  the  su* 
preme  Judge  in  the  Court^  every  suitor  had  a  right  at  last  to 
clain»  bis  mul  opinion,  which  would  be  thus  renroved  a  step 
hy  the  iiHervention  of  an  intermediate  jurisdiction,  between^ 
iHm  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  In  his  opinion ,  however^ 
the  expedition  of  justice  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  depended 
in  a  great  degree  on  tlie  Chancellor  himseff.  If  the  Chan- 
cellor was  a  man  of  knowledge  and  talents,  and  pf  a  proper 

'  constitution  of  miud  to  decide  on  the  causes,  then  the  delay 
would  not  take  place.  Whether  this  was  the  case  with  fhe 
present  Chancellor,  or  not,  he  wotild  leave  to  others  to  de- 
termine* The  delay  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  necessarily 
hrought  on  the  increaae  of  appeals  in  the  House  of  Lords; 
for  wnere  suitors  imagined  they  could  get  any  thing  by  de- 

'  lay,  they  naturally  had  recourse  to  it  in  any  way  in  which 
they  could.  He  was  quite  clear  that  this  was  a  temporarf 
evil,  and  ought  therefore  only  to  have  a  temporary  remedy. 
At  all  events,  the  one  which  had  been  proposed  could  have* 
no  other  eflect  than  to  aggravate  and  increase  the  existing 
inconvenience. 

Iff.  Wilmm  opposed  the  motion,  in  a  speech  of  consider* 
aMe  length.  His  experience  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for 
tweiity«two  years,  had  led  him  to  conclude,  that  the  busi- 
ness of  that  Court  had  greatly  inereased,  and  hence  in  part 
originatiMl  the  delay  complained  of.  With  the  Report  of 
the  Lorii  bafeie  tM  Hmiiei  the  propoied  inquiiy  appeared 
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to  him  iH-liiBcd  Mid  ioKnoper*  Mid  the  Hoste  ongbt  to 
Mspend  their  opiniOQ  tiU  -Im  wuewmm  pra|>0Md  by  tbciv 
Lojrdsbipt  cfone  before  tben  19  the  A§(ft  of  a  Bill.    He< 

Eid  some  hfgh  oocsfUimtttts  to  tbe  takiiU  «f  ihe  pretait 
>rd  ChaMellor,  wbo  was  e^ oall^  dktingiMibed  for  bis 
-enlarged  comprebeiisioii .  of  ifale  imacifies  of  eqailjc,  aa4' 
/or  bis  practical  knowledge ^f  tbe  business  of  his  court.' 

Mr.  Adam  entered  into  an  examination  of  the  Report 
wbbh  had  been  received  from  tbe  other  Hoase  of  Parlia^ 
ment.  The  measure  of  creating  another  Master  of  tbe 
Rolls  would  not  diminish  tbe  hqsmess  of  the  Chancellor ; 
it  woaM  onlr  inciease  tbe  number  of  appeals,  for  {ht 
isuitors  would  be  anxious  to  repair  to  the  last  resort ;  while 
ii  woo  Id  impose  ^  aew  expence  on  the  ptiblic>  and  give  the 
Crown  additioilsl  patronage.  Tbe  Court  of  Chanceiy,  as 
190m  constituted,  was  competent  40  the  dispatch  of  aH  its 
business.  What  vas  to  binder  ihe  Master  of  the  Roll^i 
for  instance,  from  sitting  at  the  same  time  with  the  Chan« 
^odlor-^  at  present  be  only  sat  in  the  evening.  The  report 
'Of  ihe  Loeds,  though  it  stated  the  number  of  appeablroda 
ficotbtnd,  was  extremely  defectivein  not  stattng^how  manr 
«ere  reoetTed  erery  ^.r,  and  hev  may  i£;«  decide!. 
He  knew  this  fact,  that  at  the  time  of  the  Union  with 
Irelandy'be.was  employed  as  counsel  in  the  very  last  cale 
of  appeal  that  then  stood  on  the  roU ;  and  now  they  w^re 
multiplied  10  tbe  number  of  960. 

Mr.  M.  A.  I^oy&TT  observed,  that  after  the  tiaiftftswerable 
arguments  which  his  bononmble  friends  had  advanoed  in 
support  of  his  motion,  it  wonld  be  iotrudiug  on  the  H ouse^ 
vere  he  to  oocnpy  much  more  of  their  tiuie*  The  delay  in 
thediBpalch  of  business  could  not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and 
tbe  ftoose  of  Commons,  wbo  were  the  guardians  of  public 
justice,  were  oov  caUed  i^n  to  investigate  wiiether  that 
delay  uras  an  evil  merd^  temporary,  or  inherent  in  the  eon^* 
«t»tution  of  tbe  Court  ot  Ghaooery,  and  arising  from  an  in« 
grease  of  busindlss  tbatcmild  not  be  overtaken  by  cue  man. 
Were  the  House  of  Commons  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  their 
own  dignity  and  importance,  as  to  be  guided  entirely  by 
tbe  report  of  the  Lords,  without  inquirinr  for  themselves  2 
He  must  bay  of  thisr^ort>  that  with  ail  the  wise  heads 
vrbicb  were  aboot  it>  it  was  one  of  tbe  flimsiest' composition^ 
be  ever  saw*  He  would  say,  that  if  the  Cbtfnpellor 
was  feLieved  doom  ilie  Wad  of  bankruptey  proceedings, 
that  would  do.a  .great  deal  to  expedite  tbe  Chancery  bust* 
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ii€88'i  bat  the  fact  was,  that  the  profit  arising  from  that 
biwochof  theCfaanceilor^s  commission  was  so  great,  thaf 
no  one  liked  to  pan  with  it.  If  there  was  to  be  a  new 
master,  his  salary  ought  to  be  paid  from  the  profits  of  the 
Chancellorship.  If  the  Chancellor  could  not  discharge  all 
the  duties,  why  should  he  have  all  the  emoluments?      _^ 

A  division  then  took  place,  when  there  appeare4 — 
Ayes  r  -  36 

JWes  -  f  36 


The  question  was  decided  in  favour  of  the  motion  fot 

inquiry  by  the  casting  vote  of  th^  Speaker*      ^ 

The  Committee  to  consist  of  the  following  among  other 

fen^temen :— Mr.  Taylor,  the  Master  of  the  Roils,  Sir  & 
tomilly,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Ponsonbv» 
Mr.  Adam,  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr*  Wilson,  Mr. 
ilomer,  Mr.Iieycester^Mr.Peele,  &c« 
;  It  was  ordered,  that  the  said  Committee  have  power  to 
^ji^rch  the  Lords^  Journals  touching  all  proceedings  in 
matt^ni  qF  ajppeal  and  writs  of  error. 

.Mr.  Taylor  also  movedj  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
Con^mitiee  to  examine  into  all  the  fees  and  emoluments 
taken  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  his  jurisdiction  of  Chan-- 
cellpr,  as  v^ell  as  in  Bankruptcy  proceedings. 

TAt  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  that  this  point 
Wonld.be  a  sulgect  of  inquiry  with  the  Committee  now 

Jitting  qn  public  offices.    The  instruction  appeared,  there- 
ore,  f^nn^cessary  and  exceptionable. 

Mr.  Pon$onbjf  believed,  that  the  business  of  that  Com- 
mUtec  was  to  inquire  into  the  profits  of  sinecure  offices : 
ajad  the  office  of  Changelbr  €M>uid  never  be  considered  as  a 
sinecure.  If  another  person  was  employed  to  relieve  tbe 
Chancellor,  it  was  but  fit  to  consider  whether  that  person 
fhould  be  paid  by  hini  who  was  relieved,  or  by  the  public* 
The  inqu  ry,  tberefore,  into  4he  fees  and  emoluments  of 
office  was  very  necessary. 

.  Mr*  Bankes  believed,  that  ibe  powers  of  the  Committee 
on  Sinecures  did  not  extend,  to  the  office  of  Chancellor* 
There  were  some  officers  about  the  Chancellor  who  held 
sinecure  situations,  «nd  received  large  fees,  part  of  which 
went  to  the  Chancellor.  Into  tbisse  offices  the  Committee 
on  Sinecures  could  examine^  but  not  into  the  emo^Iunient^ 
pf  tbe  Lord  Chancellor* 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  dedioef)  pressing  bis 
opposition,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TOTE  OP  CREDIT. 

On  the  motion  of  ^he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  iht 
House  went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  propose  a  Vote 

of  Credit,  to  the  extent  of  which,  he  believed,  there  would 

be  no  objections*  as  it  was  the  same  that  was  granted  last 

year.     He  should  therefore  moTe,  that  the  sum  of  three 

millions  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  as  a  Vote  of  Credit,  to 

enable  him  to  meet  any  designs  of  his  enemies,  and  to 

proride  for  any  exigencies  that  might  arise. 

'    Mr.  Whilbread  said,,  tliat  he  should  not  have  offered 

any  observations  on  the  present  motion^  if  he  had  an  ex* 

pectation  that  other  opportunities  wonld  occur  before  the 

prorogation,  of  stating  to  the  House  what  appeared  to  him 

to  be  of  great  importance  with  respect  to  the  interests  of  the 

country.     It  appeared  to  him  that  there  could  no  longer 

be  any  doubt  whether  our  comnoercial  warfare  with  Europe 

and  with  America  had  or  had  not  been  successful.     He 

^as  snre  that  this  question  was  settled  beyotid  all  doubt  in 

the  minds  of  the  suffering  manufacturers,  whose  petitions 

bad  been  this  day  before  tne  House,  and  whose  claims  the 

-Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hat)  very  reluctantly  allowed 

tto  go  to  a  Co:nniittee.    it  had  been  already  passed  as  ft 

resolution  by  that  House,  ^^  that  since  the  year  1806,  and 

particularly '  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  1807,  a  systeoi 

of  proscription  had  been  exercised  by  France  which  greatly 

diminished  our  exports  to  the  Continent.**    As  far,  then, 

as  regarded  the  policy  of  this  country  with  respect  to 

£urope,  it  appeared,,  jfeven .  frorn  the  Resolutions  of  that 

House,  that  the  policy  of  this  country  had  failed  ;  and  that 

the  line  of  policy  which  Frapce  had  adopted,  as  contrdked 

with  our  policy,  and  considered  with  respect  to  the  objects 

wHich  the  enemy  openly  avowed,  had  been  fully  snccessfut. 

With  respect  to  Ame|rica,  also,  the  House  had  resolved 

*'  that  the  intercourse  with  that  country  was  uncertain  and 

interrupted.*'    It  ipust  be  recollected  .that  a  few  years  ago 

we  bad  been  Jtold  by  the  authors  and  advocates  of  the 

Orders  in  Couiicif,  that  the  trade  with  America  would  not 

be  much,  affected  by  them  ;  that  trade  would  force  its  own 

-  way;  that  America  would  soon  see  her  true;  interests  ;  and 

fhat  ocfr  intercourse  with  that  country  would  remain  undi. 
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miDisbed.  Aiaerica^  at  that  thne,  told  this  oouotiy,  that  if 
she  pemsted  in  orders  50  contrary  to  the  fights  of  indepen* 
, dent  nations,  she  would' suspend  the  intercourse  between 
the  two  cottBtries.  The  authors  of  our  Orders  in  Gouacil 
Anticipated  no  evils  from  this  uieasure  ;  but  the  distresaes  of> 
our  manufacturers  now  clearly  proved  that  great  evils  had 
resulted  from  it,  and  that  the  loss  of  the  American  market 
bad  been  severely  felt  iu  this  country.  No  man  attempted 
todesy  the  sufferings  of  our  oiaoutacturefSf  or  to  say  that 
ihejr  were  over-stated  in  their  petition.  l*helr  misery  waa 
gomctently  well  known  to  the  worlds  and  the  only  reason 
alleged  for  not  going  into  a  Committee,  was  thcj  impossir 
biiity  of  giving  them  any  substantial  reUef.  If  the  inquiry 
abouid,  however,  now  take  place,  he  hoped  thai  it  might 
atill  be  possible  to  prevail  on  Ministers  lo  retrace  their  stepa 
with  respect  to  America^  and  to  re-opea  that  market  to  oar 
exports.  We  had  been  often  told,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  repeal  those  Orders  in  Council,  until  the  French  decrees 
aboura  have  been  repealed.  If,  however,  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  were  now  actually  repealed,  why  not  repeal 
the  Opders  in  Council  ?  If  there  were  doubts  whether  the 
French  had  really  repealed  those  decrees  or  not,  should  not 
aome  f  xperiinent  be  made  to  learn  whether  tliey  were  sin* 
cere  or  not )  When  it  had  been  in  the  power  of  Ministers 
to  put  this  matter  to  the  test,  it  appeared  to  bim»  that  a 
lioble  lord  (the  Marquis  Wellesley)  bad  shewn  a  dilatori* 
pess,  a^id  a  negligeaoe  of  conduct,  which  was  quite  aa- 
tonishing.  In  nis  negociations  with  the  Aroericao  am* 
ittssador,  be  appeared  to  shew  a  considerable  degree  of 
inattention.  The.  American  Minister  had  left  the  country; 
tbe  negociations  had  completely  broken  off,  and  must  re^ 
commence  when  Mr.  Foster  shall  arrive  in  America.  The 
•IBommnnications  between  the  two  Governments  bad  now 
been  published  by  America,  and  he  could  conceive  ne 
5l»tber  reason  for  having  denied  them  to  the  House  of  Coot-  ^ 
snooa  bat  merely  to' gam  time.  He  could  not  avoid  feeliii^ 
very  aiocere  regret^  that  a  minister  of  such  talents  and  aaca 
temper  as  Mr.  Pinckney  should  have  left  the  country. 
There  never  was  a  minister  whose  oalience  and  ibrbearaace 
liad  been  more  put  to  trial  than  ifr.  Pinckoey^s ;  and  he 
tbouffht  that  it  would  be  hardly  possible  lo  Hod  a  uegociator 
^uello  him,  not  only  for  supporting  the  interesu  of  bis 
«0wn  country)  hut  for  discussmg  with  feimess  the  jpotnts 
iwhicb  were  disputed  between  the  two  countriea.    Tk^ 
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edorse  of  the  cooimiinications  respecting  ibe  re^ocattQii  of 
the  French  decrees  was  this  :  On  the  25th  of  Aogust^  Mr* 
Pinckney  comiQunicftled  to  the  Marquis  of  Wellosley  the 
rerocation,  expressing  an  expectation  that  the  Orders  ia 
Council  >iroutd  be  revoked  also.    The  receipt  of  this  letter 
was  not  acknowledged  until  the  dlst  of  August.    On  the 
19th  of  October  the  British  merchants  applied  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  to  know  whether  the  Orders  of  Council  would  be 
revoked  in  consequence  of  the  revocation  ^f  the  French 
clecrees.    The  Vice-president  professed  entire  ignorance  of 
the  revocation  on  tne  part  of  France,  and  advised  the 
merchants  to  call  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer* 
That  minister  was  then  out  of  town ;  and  no  communica* 
tion  Having  been  made  to  the  merchants  bj  the  9th  of 
November,  they,  on  that  day,  presented  another  memortaU 
and,  on  the  12th  of  November,  Lord  Bathurst'  saw  the 
Committee  of  Merchants,  and  expressed  a  doubt  of  tbe 
itecrees  being  really  revoked  by  France,  and.  a  wish  for 
some  practical  proof  of  it.    The  Committee  immediately 
offered,  as  a  way, of  obtaining  this  practical  proof,  to  send 
off  to  France  a  rich  American  ship,  which  hy  off  Mother* 
bank,  if  she  could  obtain  protection  from  the  Admiralty 
eruizers.    This  offer  was  refused.    On  the  l^th  the  Com* 
mittee  saw  Lord  Wellesley,  who  expressed  himself  to  the 
same  effect  «s  Lord  Bathurst  had  done.    They  offered  to 
bim  the  same  means  of  obtaining  a  practical  proof,  and 
were  again  refused.   What  could  be  more  strange  than  that 
Ministers,  after  having  always  professed  that  their  Ord|»rs  of 
Council  should  only  subsist  while  the  French  decrees  -were 
in  force,  should  yet  neither  take  any  measures  themselves 
.  to  ascertain  whether  the  revocation  was  real  or  not,  but 
should  refuse  the  practical  proof  when  offered  by  the  mer* 
chants  i    It  appeared  as  if  Ministers  were  afraid  to  give  up 
their  darling  object.     Lord  Wellesley,  however,  said,  that 
he  would  give  an  answer  in  a  few  days.     No  answer,  how- 
ever, did  arrive,  and  on  the  22d  of  December  the  merchants 
presented  another  memorial ;  and  on  the  S9th  they  saw 
Mr.  Hamilton,  the  tJnd^r-^cretary,  who  told  them  that 
Ministers  had  no  satisfactory  proofs  of  France  having  ac* 
tually  given  un  her  decrees.     They  again  presented  a 
memorial  on  tne  12th  of  January, '  without  any  better 
success.     It  did  appear  to  him  that  during  all  this  time 
Lord  Bathurst  and  Lord  Wellesley  had  shewn  gross  inat^ 
tenUoq  to  those  important  interests  wbicb  were  involved  in 


thai;  quettioo.    On  the  2d  of  November,  the  Presideut  of 
the  Uoited  States  pabliahed  his  proclamation,  declarinj} 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  been  revoked.'    In 
consequence  of  this  proclamation*  mauv  vessels  cleared  oul 
for  France  from  America.     Some  of  those  wei'e  taken  by 
cor  CToizers,  and  the  first  of  them  was  the  Fox,  the  case  of 
which  was  highly  important^  as  governing  the  fate  of  the 
other  vessels  taken  under  similar  circumstances.  '  This 
vessel,  the  Fox»  was  claimed  by  the  American  Minister  otk 
the  ground  that  the  French  Decrees  having  been  repealed » 
the  British  Orders  in  Council  ceased  of  coui-se.     To  thia 
cJaim  no  answer  was  made;  but  the  Kfng's  Advocate  re* 
celved  a  letter  to  suspend  the  proceedings  until  after  the  de-^ 
parture  of  Mr.  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Foster  fron  this  country.r 
oir  William  Scott  was^  however^  the  other  day  proceeding 
-  to  give  judgment  against  the  claimants*  and  only  suspended 
the  judgment  on  its  being  stated  to  Him  that  new  evidence 
could  be  produced  of  the  revocation  of  the  French  decrees* 
This  new  evidence  was  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
to  the  American   Consul,  Mr.  Russell.    Those  who  first 
brought  forward  those  Orders  in  Council,  did  so  from  the 
supposition  that  they   would    operate    in  favour  of  thiii 
country  ;  but  when  they  had  witnessed  the  ill  effects  of 
them,  he  should  have  supposed  that  they  would  have  been 
glad  to  escape  from  them^  and  would  have  taken  the  earliest 
opportutiity  of  moving  for  rescinding  them.      By  their 
licences  they  had  been  in  the  daily  habit  of  violating  theic 
own  system,  and  now  they  seemed  to  wish  to  preserve  only 
that  part  which  has  been  proved  to  be  most  prejudiciaU 
'  ^  All  reciprocity  of  intercourse  between  this  Country  and 
America  was  now  at  arv  end*    ^America  was  ready  to  send 
her  exports   to   this  country,  but  not  to  receive  ours  in. 
return.     Such   was  our  inlercourse  with  France.     She  al- 
lowed us,  for  her  own  interest,  to  purchase  from  her  articlea- 
of  the  first  uecessiiy,  but  she  would  admit  no  exports  from 
this  country.    Ministers  had  frequently  been  warned  that 
their  system  was  attended  with  this  great  danger, — that 
America  might  be  driven  to  manufacture  for  herself,  and 
^        then,  even  if  the  present  misunderstanding  should  be  settled^ 
we  would  no  longer  find  the  market  woich  it  was  in  oi|i: 
power  to  have  retained.  Our  expoits  might  be  encountered 
in  America  by  domestic  regulations  made  to  protect  theic 
own  manufactures.     By  a  report  of  the  progress  of  manu* 
factures  in  America,  it  appeared  that  in  the  year  1810^ 
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there  had  been  manufactured  in  the  st&te  of  ttew  York 
alone,  above  S  millions  oF  yards  of  woollen  doth,  5,700^000 
^a|ds  of  linen^  and  91 1,000  of  cotton  cloth.  By  this  report 
It  was  certainly  intended  to  shew  America  that  she  could  do 
without  England.     Ministers  appeared  to  him  to  hare  been 
, grossly  inattentive  to  a  -subject  of  the  highest  importance. 
Whether  they  expected  war  or  peace,  he  could  not  sayj 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  commercial  war  must  end  in 
actual  war;  and  that  if  the  Orders  in  Council  were  noC 
rescinded,  there  must  soon  be  conflicts  between  the  vestela- 
of  the  different  countries.     He  had  already  had  an  oppor* 
tnnity  of  delivering  his  opinion  respecting  the  policy  of  this 
country  towards  the  states  of  Europe.     lie  should  not  hesi* 
tate  still  to  say^  that  he  wished  that  advantage  might  be 
taken  of  the  present  favourable  posture  of  M^Tairs,  to  try 
whether  peace  was  practicable  or  not.     He  knew  that  he 
was  charged  with  being  ready  to  accept  any  peace  at  any 
time:  but  he  trusted  that  be  would  be;  aa  nowiliing  as  any 
other  gentleman  to  accept  of  peace  on  terms  that  were  not 
honourable  for  this  country.     He  was  ready  to  pay  the 
warmest  tribute  of  his  admiration  to  the  merit  which  had 
been  displaced  by  Lord  Wellin^on.  Nothing  which  could 
happen  in  future  could  make  him  retract  from  that  praift 
which  he  had  given  to  what  Lord  Wellingtoil  has  already 
done ;  but  looking  at  the  many  glorious  and  sanguinary 
battles  which  had  lately  taken  place,  he  saw  no  grounds 
tor  confidently  anticipating  a  favourable  result  to  the  war. 
He  therefore  thought  that  it  was  a  time  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  try  whetherv  peace  might  not;  be  obtained  on  ho^ 
nourable  and  reasonable  terms.    The  other  point  to  which 
he  would  direct  the  attention  of  the  House,  was  of  a  nature 
purely  domestic.    He  could  not  help  thinking,  that  with 
respect  to  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  healthi  the  country  had 
not  been  fairly  -dealt  with.     Every  day,  from  the  20th  of 
February  down  to  theSSth  of  May,  the  public  were  led  to, 
believe,  by  the  bulletins  which  were  published,  that  his 
Majesty  was  recovering,  and  would  be  very  soon  fit  to  re- 
assume  the  reigns  of  Gc/vernment ;  and  yet  it  now  appears 
that  he  is  extremely  ill,  and  the  public  have  but  little  reason 
to  suppose  him  better  than  he  was  many  months  a^6.     It 
appeared  to  him  that  there  ought  to  be  another  exammatibti' 
of  the  physicians  before  the  Session  was  closed.    On  the 
former  examination  the  physicians  said,  that  in  proportion 
to  the  duration  of  the. disease  was  the  danger  of  a  relapse. 
Vol.  IXL— 18U.  SG 
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Now^  if  bis  Majesty  recorer^  and  be  advised  to  re-assame 
bis  power  when  Parliament  should  not  be  sitting,  and  after* 
*wards  relapse,  Parliament  would  have  \j\  the  next  session 
ibe  same  tedious  and  operose  inachinfry  to  go  through 
again  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  deBciency  in  the 
mecutive.  WI)€D  from  the  answers  of  the  Physicians  it 
appeared  that  a  relapse  would  be  hicl)ly,  prohablf,  he 
thought  it  naS  evident  th»t  some  measures  ought  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  country  frooi  being  again  tor  many 
months  without  any  Executive  Government.^  He,  had 
already  given  notice  of  an  Intention  to  proposve  some 
measures  to  gu»rd  against  the  recunence  oi  such  a  calamity; 
and  he  should  certainly  lake  an  opportunity  before  the 
<iIose  of  the  Session,  of  proposing  something  to  that  effect. 
l^he  Chancellor  of  theExchequtr  allowed  that  on  a 

Suestion  of  Supply  every  gentleman  had  a  right  to  intro- 
uc^  whatever  topics  be  thought  proper  into  the  dLscussion^ 
He  trusted,  however,  that  tlu*  House  woufd  excuse  hint 
from  going  a(  any  length  into  the*  (!etails  of  the  various  sub* 
jecls. introduced  l>y  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  speech 
he  had  just  d<.*liverecl«  and  be  content  with  such  observations 
as  he  thought  it  necessary  (o  make  upon  the  most  prominent 
iparts  of  it.      When  he  submitted  the  Resolutiop  he  had 

IQst  laid  on  (he  table  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee* 
le  bad  not  entertained  the  slightest  idea  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  go  into  so  wide  a  field  of  argument  on 
subjects,  some  of  which»  according  to  notice,  he  meant  to 
bring  forward  for  diMinct  and  specific  matter  of  debate :  he 
(Mr.  P.)couk]  not,  therefore,  be^supposed  to  come  prepared 
to  answer  them  fully  when  thus  unexpectedly  ititroduced. 
With  res|M*ct  to  the  commercial  question,  he  could  only 
say,  that  there  in  as  no  pretence  for  stating,  in  consequence 
of  the  petitions  which  had  been  alluded  to,  that  the  system 
bad  faileil  on  our  part,  nncl  that.it  had  succeeded  on  the  part 
of  France.  J I  \%as  by  no  means  fair  to  infer,  that  because 
Certain  extraordinary  circumstances  have  happened  in  the 
course  of  the  commerce  of  Europe,  our  trade  and  manufac* 
tures  have  alone  t)eing  itijured,  aud  that  France  had  not 
suffered  in  as  great  a  proportion.  This  wasa  questionon  which 
iDany  persons  of  great  authority  widely  differed;  and  it  was 
:\i  prrscnt  certainty  undetermined.  Me,  tor  his  own  part, 
verily  believed,  that  had  we  never  made  our  Onlers  in 
Council,  not  a  single  part  of  the  trade  of  the  Continent 
would  have  been  different  from  what  it  now  is — but  the 
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situation  of  France  vonld  undoiiblfilly  have  beea  ikr  more , 
advanta^ous,    and   her   commercial  concerns  more^pro- 
sperous/uad  we,  asthe  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  dtsire 
and  recommend,  acquiesced  tamely   in  those  decrees,  and 
thereby  degraded  and  debased  the  Country  by  a  sacrifice  of 
its  best  and  dearest  rights,  the  careful  maintenance  of  which 
had  l^rottght  us  to  our  present  state  of  eriory  and  com* 
parative  prosperity . '^  If  we  looked  to  the  affairs  whi^h  had 
been  passing  in  the  Peninsula,  we  should  find  that,  Franoo» 
during  the  last  six  months*,  fiad  not  {)een  able  to  pay  her 
armies  ;,  on  the  contrary,  we  had  in  all  that  time  iieirer  railed 
to  pay  ours  to  the  utmost  farthing.    This  was  ofie  instance 
of  Qui^  superiority  and  advanta^jre  over  France,  for  our  trade 
alone  had  enabled  us  to  do  it ;  but  if  we  turned  our  eyes  to 
the  general  state  of  distress  which  pervaded  tiiQ  whole  Con* 
tinent  of  Europe,  we  should  find  that  pur  own  difficulties, 
great  as  they  unquestionably  were,  bore  but  a  small  proportion 
to  what  were  experienced  abroad.  The  effects  of  our  Orders 
in  Council  were  not,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  and  others 
bad  said,  to  prevent  commerce,  but  to  encourage  it;  and 
tbaf  they  had  done  this  one  strong  proof  was,  that  in  ad- 
dition to  his  Milan  and  Berlin  Di^crees,  the  Tyrant  of  Europe 
was  obliged  to  resort  to  others  which  condemned  our  goods 
to  be  burnt  in  order  to  get  rid  of  them— those  very  goods 
which  we  bad  the  means  of  getting  into  Europe  in  spite  of 
alt  his  tyranny  and  vigilance.      He  believed,  indeed,  there 
never  was  a  proceeding  which  rendered  more  detestable  the 
despotism  of  the  Ruler  of  France,  than  that  of  the  above 
result  flowing  altogether  from  our  Orders  in  Council.  With 
regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
as'  to  our  commerce  with  America,  he  (Mr.  Perceval)  bie*  , 
Ueved  that  no  man  in  this  country  ever  seriously  believed 
the  Milan  and  Berlin  Decrees  were  absolutely  repealed.     It 
was  true  they  had  been  repealed  prospectively,  and  con<^ 
diiionally ;'  that  is  to  say,  either  when  jGreat  Britain  should 
give  up  her  Orders  of  Council,  and,  also  her  blockade, 
iKhich  was  stated  to  be  a  novelty.    If  we  would  consent  to 
give  up  these,  and  all  the  maritime  rights  on  which  our  pre^* 
sent  power  was  founded,  then  they  were  to  be  repealed  ;  or, 
if  we  refused  to  give  up  our  maritime  rights,  and  America 
would  take  op  arms  against  us,  then  they  wc^re  to  stand  re* 
pealed  as  to  America,  but  not  as  to  us.     Could  auy  man 
suppose  that  this  country  would  bear  Juch  an  idea,  as  that 
it  would  endure  any  set  of  Miui^tvrs  who  could  qoiiutenarioe 
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•Qch  degrading  procwdingt  upon  snch  bavc,  and  doabtfiil 

eTidence  ?    Tro  manner  in  which  the  intellt^nce  had  beisn 

br0Ug]it  to  ut  was  not  to  be  depended  oh ;   it  came  in  such 

a  questionable  shape,  as  would  by  no  means  wanrant  us  in 

lepealing  our  Orders  in  Council.    He  hoped  the  House 

would  not  think  it  necessary  that  be  should  answer  as  io  the 

particular  applications  made  to  Lord  Balhurst  or  L6nl 

Weiles1e7,t>T  the  answers  returned ;  but  he  knew  very  well 

that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  never  any  wish  to  delay 

*rescindin/(  the  Orders  in  Council)  wheneyer  they  could  be 

fairly  satisfied  that  the  Milan  and  Berlin  Decrees  had  been 

actually  repealed.    The  honourable  gentleman  had  asked 

whether  he  (Mr*  Perceyal)  would  agree  to  lay  before  the 

House  $|]ch  papers  relatiye  to  our  negociations  with  Amerioa 

as  had  not  been  published  by  the  American  Goyemi 

Ho  this -he  would  answer,  that  if  the  honourable  genth 

had  not  the  whole  of  them  in  his  possession,  he  (the  Ghari- 

cellor  of  the  Exchequer)  would  not  consent  to  produce  one, 

because,  in  the  present  state  of  tli^  negociations,  nathinff 

perhaps  might  turn  out  more  injurious  to  the  interests  w- 

both  parties.    The  honourable  gentleman  had  in  the  next 

{lace  proceeded  to  the  stale  of  the  Penbsula.  On  this 
ead,  he  (Mr.  P.)  give  him  credit  for  a  candid  retraction  of  a 
former  opinion ;  and  the  praises  bestowed  'on  Lord  Wel- 
lington were  highly  honourable  to  his  feelings.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
could  not,  however,  help  thinking,  that  when  the  honour^i^ 
able  geptleroan  once  took  up  any  gloomy  view  in  the  pro- 
spective, he  was  not  able  easily  to  get  rid  of  it,  or  tosuftr 
il  to  brighten  on  his  vision.  Last  year  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman wished  every  man  we  had  in  the  Peninsula  were  a^ 
hoiqe;  and  now,  after  all  our  late  brilliant  successes,  the^ 
honourable  gentleman  has  again  his  doubts  as  to  the 
&ial  issue  of  our  efforts  there.  I'^'or  his  own  part,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
said,  he  certainly  could  not  venture  to  predict  what  would 
be  the  ultimate  ^te  of  our  ari;ns  in  the  Peninsula ;  but  our 
prospecu  were,  in  his  mind,  much  better  now  than  they 
were  when  the  honourable  gentlemuu  last  yesr  looked  on 
them  with  so  desponding  an  eye.  He  (Mr.  Perceyal) 
might  perhaps  from  the  commencement  of  our  iuterierence 
have  entertained  more  sanguine  hnpes  of  success  than 
many  others ;  but  still  he  thought,  as  we  were  now  joined 
by  our  Allies  with  more  spirit  and  enthusiasm  than  they 
at  first  evinced,  and  our  generals  having  so  repeatedly  dbewn 
that  they  can  beat  the  most  celebrated  generals  and  the 
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best  diicblioad  troaps  of  FfMoc».  we  mighl,  withoat  being 
aocuied  ot  too  nuieh  presumption,  veature  a  hope,  that  oar 
(^i^ttue  eflbrts  woold  not  be  in  yaio,  and  migbt  still  look 
forward  withoat  fear  or  dismay.     The  honourable  gentle- 
11114s  had  said)  he- thought  we  shonld  still  keep  oor  eye 
fixed  on  peaoe>  hot  feared  the  experiment  had  never  beea 
fairly  tried.      Whether  that  was  the  case  or  not^  he  (Mr. 
Perceval)  would  not  pretend  to  decide.    The  last  time  it 
had  been  tried,  it  was  by  those  of  whom  the  honourable 
gentleman  of  course  could  not  but  tliink'  well ;  and  they  had 
tried  it  so  long,  that  he  believed  the  length  to  which  the 
negociation  was  carried,  had  been*  universally  allowed  to 
have  produced  the  most  injarious  consequences,  not  only 
to  this  country^  but  to  all  who  were  at  that  time  in  alliance 
with  us.    As  tp  the  question  of  his  (Mr.  P— *s)  haying 
doubted  the  power  of  the  House  to  grant  money  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  claim^  and  then  coming  to  it  a  few  days 
afterwards  Tor  a  '  vote  of  credit,  he  considered  the  cases  to 
be  very  different,  the  one  being  the  disposal  of  the  supply, 
the  other  the  supply  itself.     As  to  the  remaining  argument 
respecting  the  King's  health,  it  was  time  enough  to  speak  of 
that  when  the  honourable  gentleman  should  bring  forward 
the  subject.     Ail  the  arguments  urged  for  it  w^,  that  Par- 
liameht,  in  case  of  the  King's  recovery,  migbt  be  impro- 
perly prorc^ued ;   but  there  was  no  more  reason  to  suppose 
that  in  this  case,  than  iji  an j  other.    He  was  then  asked 
whether  he  would  have  any  objection  to  produce  the  exa* 
mination   of  the   Physicians  before  the  Queen's  Council. 
He  must  confess  he  saw  no  reason  for  it. at  present,  but  it 
was  time  enough  to  debate  that*  when  the  question  was 
regularly  brought  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Rost  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
of  the  answers  given  to  the  merchants  by  Lords  Batburst 
and  Wellesley. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  spoke  at  some"  length  against  the  Orders 
io  Council.  He  thought  the  Ministers  might  very  safely 
and  properly  have  rescinded  them  on  the  declaration  by  • 
France  to  America  that  the  Milan  and  Berlin  Decrees  had 
been  repealed,  tt  was  evident  from  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Government,  that  Buonapart6  was  fearful  we 
should  think  they  were  repealed »  and  dreaded^  our  acting 
accordingly.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  of  opinion,  that  if  Ministers 
had  rescinded  the  Orders  of  Council  at  that  time,  Buona- 
parte would  have  been  greatly  mortified,. 
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JIfr.  WhUbread  replied  generally  to  the  observations 
made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  which 
•be  persisted  in  all  the  argameots  he  bad  previously  used* 

Mr.  Jiose  explained. 

The  question  was  then  pat,  and  carried  without  a  divi« 
sion. 

mtlTIA  IMTBRCUANOE. 

On  the  question  of  the  third  reading  of  the  Militia  In- 
terchange oill»  Mr.  Parneli  moved  that  a  clause,  should 
be  introduced,  establishing  the  right  of  the  Catholic  soldier 
to  attend  his  peculiar  place  of  worship  on  his  coming  into 
England.  This  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground,  that  his 
religious  immunities  were  already  secured  by  the  Bill. 
After  a  long  conversation  the  House  divided^  and  the 
clause  was  rejected  by  56  to  CI. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of,  and 
the  House  adjourned  at  half-past  two. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,   JUNE  6. 
VOTE  OF  CnEIMT. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
hiking  into  consideration  the  message  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  which  being  read,  his  Lordship  movM 
an  humble  address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  in  answer  to  his 

6racious  message,  in  the  usual  mode,  assuring  his  Royal 
[ighness  that  the  Lords  would  make  good  the  same.  ^ 
The  Earlof  Syffolk  rose,  and  made  a  few  observations. 
He  approved  of  our  exertions  in  the  Peninsula,  but  doubted 
the  efficiency  of  iKe  Spanish  forces  to  carry  on  the  neces- 
sary efforts,  more  and  more  important  as  the  contest  was 
\  evidently  becoming.  He  wished  to  know  what  had  been 
done  respecting  the  better  disciplining  of  the  Spaniards^ 
espcci  llv  after  what  we  had  seen  of  the  efficacy  of  discipline 
amoni^  the  Portuguese  P 

Th{  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  those  who  had  the  honour 
to  advise  his  Koyal  Highness  were  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
ameliorating  and  increasing  the  effectiveness  of  the  Spanish 
forces.    It  was,  however,  too  delicate  a  subject  for  him  to 
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enter  into  the  particulars  of  what  representations  hpi  been 
made  to  the  Spanish  Government,  .and  what  answers  had 
been  received.  It  was  nevertheless  open  for  him  to  lay 
thus  much,  that  the  quality  of  the  fnilit^ry  arrangements  in 
Andalusia  had  been  much  improved  during  the  last  kw 
months.  The  recent  conduct  of  the  Spanish  troops  bad 
manifeeted  the  courage  and  sincerity  of  that  gallant  nation. 
The  later  military  appointments  were,  be  thought,  very 
satisfactory  and  promising ;  and  he  hoped  that  some  farther 
arrani^ements  would  be  adopted,  which  would  give  general 
satisfaction,  and  promise  greater  effects. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

* 

THURSDAT,   JUNE  6. 
PRIVILEOB   OF   PARLIAMBNT. 

* 

Mr.  Lockhart  stated,  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition, 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  present  to  the  House,  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  believe,  ibat 
it  was  with  pain  and  reluctance  he  presented  it ;  because  it 
contained  matter  seriously  affecting  the  honour  and  charac* 
ter  of  a  Member  of  that  House,  and  also  involved  a  question 
respecting  the  Privilege  of  Parliament,  which  it  was  desirable 
should  be  clearly  understood.     The  petition  was  from  a 

Erson  named  Peter  Batty,  and  stated  that  at  or  since  the 
e  election  for  Stafford,  the  petitioner  had  applied  to  the 
present  Member  to  know  how  he  could  procure  the  dis- 
charge of  a  marine  soldier  from  his  Majesty *s  Navy.  The 
Member  informed  him,  that  if  he  ^ave  him  fifty  guineas, 
he  would  procure  the  discharge  oi  the  marine  from  the 
Admimlty.  This  was,  be  understood,  a  practice  not  only 
legal,  but  customary,  and  authorised  by  the  Admiralty. 
The  petition  stated,  that  the  petitioner  had  placed  the  fiftv 
guineas  in  the  honourahi^  Member^s  bands,  in  one  IL  one  £/. 
note3^  and  a  Manchester  negociable  bill  for  50/.  The 
petitioner,  after  some  time  finding  that  the  marine  was  not 
discharged,  applied  to  the  Member  to' ascertain  the  cause, 
and  was  informed,  that  he  had  paid  the  money,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Freemantle,  to  Mr.  Tucker,  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  that  the  maVine  would  in  due  course  bo 
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.  irieued.  After  sooie  fiutber  time  the  petttioner  applied  at 
the  AdmmMjy  and  findiii^  that  no  money  bad  been  there 
paid,  as  he  bad  been  ffiTca  to  understand,  he  paid  fifty 

Siiineas  at  the  praper  office,  and  the  marine  iras  dischatgea. 
'he  petition  then  went  on  to  state,  that  the  petitioner  fonnd  ' 
that  the  Manchester  biH  had  been  paidvaway  to  a  grocer  at 
WimUedoo,  in  discharge  of  a  debt  conti^ed  by  the 
Member ;  upon  which  the  petitioner  preferred  an  indictment 
Ibr  obtaining  moiiey  upon  fabe  pretences  against  him,  at 
the  Surrey  Sessions,  in  the  Sesion  after  the  JSpiphany,  in 
the  year  1809.  From  that  moment  to  the  present,  he  could 
not  obtain  the  appearance  of  the  Member  to  plead  to  the  in- 
dictment \  and  had  applied  to  several  of  the  Magistrates,  as 
also  to  his  Majesty's  Chief  Justice  of  the  King*8  Bench, 
Lord  Ellenborough,  for  a  warrant  to  compd  the  Memtier's 
appearance  to  the  indictment.  This  application  they  had 
severally  4fef used  to  comply  with,  lest  thereby  they  shoald 
incur  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  House.  This  was 
the  point  regarding  the  privileges  of  thirt  House,  whidi  it 
appeared  to  him  of  impDrtaoce  to  have  decided.     The 

{etitioner  therefore  prayed  that  the  House  would  order  the 
onourable  Member  to  plead  to  this  indictment,  or,  if  not,  . 
that  they  should  take  such  other  measures  for  bb  relief  in 
the  premises  as  to  them  in  their  wisdom  should  seem  meet. 
The  House  would  believe,  he  trusted,  that  he  had  not  taken 
up  this  matter  liffhtiy,  or  without  having  made  every  neces- 
sary inquiry.  He  had  written  to  the  honourable  Member, 
who  in  answer  informed  him,  that  being  absent  fiora  town 

•  be  had  directed  his  solicitor  to  appear  to  the  indictment^ 
which  be  had  omitted  to  do>  and  added,  what  he  hoped  was 
the  case,  that  be  had  not  acted  from  any  immoral  or  guilty 
motive.  The  honourable  Member  theu  proceeded  to  stat^ 
thai  on  the  question  of  privilege  he  had  searched  the 
journals,  and  oould  find  no  case  wherein  that  House 
b&d  claimed  privilege  against  indictments  for  oflfences; 
and  ^vas  about  to  explam  the  result  of  his  inquinea-* 
when 

Ihe  Speaker  informed  the  honourable  Member,  that 
this  was  a  matter  of  grave  cbar^  against  an  honourable 
Member  absent ;  '  and  that  the  mv^iable  course  of  the 

^ouse,  in  sncli  cases,  was-^-to  abstain  from  proceeding  in  the 
absence  of  the  object  of  the  charge ;  to  fix  a  day  for  taking 
it  into  consideration  ;  and  to  order  the  honourable  Member 
fo  attend  in  his  place  on  that  day»  in  order  thftt  he  may 
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Iia¥e  an  opportunity  of  hfartni^  the  matler  of  the  chargTi 
and  subroittinf;^  whei  he  may  have  to  nr^  against  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Lockhart,  the  petition  was 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow  se^mivlit, 
and  the  honourable  Member  (Richard  Mansel  FhiUips,  li^.) 
whom  Mr.  Lockhari  bad  omitted  to  name  liefore,  to  attend 
in  bis  place. 

VlCE«AD.\liaALTY  COURT,  UALTA. 

Lord  Cochrane  rose  \o  make  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
jjiven  notice.     His  Lordship  b^an  by  stating?  thnt  he  had 
*  '  before  had  occasion  to  trouble  the  House  on  this  subject,  but 

be  then  failed  in  his  attempt  to  gain  justice,  on  the  ^^round 
that  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  of  the  facts  slated  to 
Warrant  the  House  in  entertaining  liis  motion.  He  had 
since  however  personally  been  at  Malta,  and  had  procured 
such  a  chain  of  evidence,  that  if  t*ic  Ilouse  should  now  be 
pleased  to  entertain  his  motion,  he^had  no  doubt  but  he 
sfaouM  be  able  to  lay  before  them  such  %  connected  string  of 
evidence  of  flas^rant  abuses  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  at 
the  Island  of  Malta,  as  would  astonisli  all  who  h-^ard  it. 
He  would  undertake  to  prove,  that  if  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty at  home  would  do  their  duty,  one  third  of  the 
naval  force  now  employed  in  the  Mediternmean  would  be 
sufficient  for  all  purposes  for  which  it  was  employed  there, 
and  that  a  savin^^  might  be  made  in  the  naval  service  alone 
of  at  least  fi\*e  millions  sterling  a  year.  If  the  Committee 
<  for  which  he  moved  last  year  had  been  granted,  the  evidence 

t  to  prove  this  might  now  have  bt»en  before  the  House.     His 

Lordship  then  read  a  letter  from  a  Capftain  of  a  vessel  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  complaining  **  that  the  officers  of 
ships  of  war  were  so  pillaged  by  those  of  the  Vice-Ad- 
mimlty  Courts,  that  he  wished  to  know  how  they  could  be 
relieved;  whether  they  could  be  allowed  the  liberty  to  send 
their  prizes  home;  and  how  far  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Vice- Admiralty  Court  extended;  for  that  the  diarizes  of 
that  Court  were  so  exorbitant,  it  required  the  whole  amount 
•  of  value  of  a  good  prize  to  satisfy  them."  In  the  case  of  one 
vessel  that  was  sold  for  eleven  thousand  rupees,  the  charges 
amounted  to  more  than  ten  thousand.  T'his'was  the  case  at 
Penang,  Malacca,  and  other  places,  as  well  as  at  the  Cape. 
He  would  not,  however,  wish  to  dwell  on  this,  but  put  it 
to  the  feelings  of  the  House,  whether  Naval  Officers  had 
any  stimulus  to  do  even  their  duty,  when  the  prizes  they 
Vol.  HI.— 1811.  3H  * 
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take  vfWl  not  pay  Hbe  fees  of  the  Vice-AdmifaUj  Courii 
iKlerely  for  condemning  them  ?  It  bod  been  stated  the  other 
day,  that  the  ships  of  France  were  only  to  be  found  4n  our 
ports.  If  that  statement  were  believed  by  Ministers,  be 
would  l)c  glad  to  know  why  we  at  this  moment  keep  up  140 
sail  of  the  line)  and  frigates  and  sloops  of  war  in  proportion 
to  that  number.  His  Lordship  then  produced. the  Copy  of 
a  Proctor's  Bill  in  the  Island  of  Malta,  which  be  said 
measured  six  fathoms  and  a  quarter,  and  coutained  many 
curious  charges.  {The  unrolling  ihh  Copy  caused  a  general 
laugh^  as  it  appeared  long  enough  to  reach  from  one  end  of 
the  House  to  the  other.)  This  Proctor,  his  Lordship  said, 
acted  in  the  double  capacity  of  Proctor  and  Marshal ;  and 
in  the  former  capacity  fees  himself  for  consulting  and  in- 
structing himself  as  Counsel,  Jury,  and  Judge,  which  be 
himself  represents  in  the  character  of  Marshal ;  so  that  all 
those  fees  are  for  himself  in  the  one  character,  to  the  same 
himself  in  the  other.  He  then  read  several  of  the  fees, 
which  run  thus — tor  attending  the  Marshal  (himself)  two 
crowns,  two  scudi,  and  two  reals ;  and  .so  on,  ia  several 
other  capacities  in  which  he  attended,  consulted  and  in- 
structed himself,  were  charged  several  fees  to  the  same 
amount.  An  honourable 'Member,  not  then  in  the  House, 
had  last  yeur  opposed  the  motion  he  had  brought  forward 
for  a  Committee  to  inouire  into  this  subject ;  and  on  seeing 
'  these  articles  of  this  his  own  Proctor's  bill,  his  Lordship 
flattered  himself,  be  said,  that  the  honourable  Member 
^ould  now  join  in  the  support  of  the  present  motion.  His 
liordbhip  said  he  had  produced  th<^  copy  of  the  bill  to  shew 
the  length  of  it.  He  then  shewed  the  original ;  and  to  shew 
the  equity  and  moderation  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  he 
read  one  article,  where,  on  the  taxation  of  a  bill,  the  Court, 
for  deducting  fifty  ciowos,  charged  thirty-five  crowns  for 
their  trouble  in  doing  it.  A  vessel  was  valuid  at  8608 
crowns,  and  the  Marshal  received  one  per  cent,  for  deliver* 
ing  her.  He  was  sorry,  he  said,  to  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  Hou^e,  on  a  day  when  another  matter  of  the  highest 
importance  \ias  to  come  before  them.  He  pledged  himself* 
however,  that  no  subject  could  be  introduced  more  highly 
deserving  their  serious  attention  and  consideration.  He 
would  not  trouble  them  with  a ify  thing  concerning  himself, 
because  he  found  he  had  a  reiriedy  elsewliere.  His  Lordship 
th(  n  htated,  thai  altering  or  regulating  the  t<*es  established  by 
the  Kin^  iu  Council  for  the  Islanq  of  Malta  was  contrary 
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to  Act  of  Parliament ;  that  ivben  be  went  fo  Malta,  fiva 
years ,a^o,  be  found  Ihe  fees  ycry  exorbitant ;  tind  in  orJer 
to  prove  to  the  House  that  the  fees  demanded  now  wero 
fees  which  had  been  altered  sinoe  the  table  of  fees  was  sent 
oul,  bis  Lordship  mentioned  an  instance  of  thirteen  small 
vessels  which  had  b^n  taken  by  the  gallant  Captain  Brenton^ 
who  lately  lost  liis  arm  in  the  service*  being  brought  into 
the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  for  coodemnation :  the  charge 
made  for  doiog  that  act  (which  must  be  done  before  the 
prizes  could  be  sold)  was  3767  crowns ;  but  on  a  severe  rc-> 
monstrance  from  Captain  Brentoui  the  Judge  deducted 
3501  cro\vii9y  and  was  glad  to  accept  263  crowns,  instead  of 
8767,  rather  than  have  a  noise  made  about  it  in  Enghind. 
He  «;ould  assure  the  House,  the  subject  was  well  worthy 
4heir  attention  ;  and  if  the  Lords  of  tiie  Admiralty  knew  all 
Ihe  circumstances,  he  was  confident  that,  instead  of  opposing, 
they  would  support  his  motion.  He  meant  to  accuse  the 
Judge,  the  Marsiial,  and  the  liegistrar  of  the  Court,  with 
abuse  of  their  offices,  ami  concluded  by  moving, 

^*  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House,  a  copy  of  the 
Commission  or  Appointment  of  Dr.  SewcU  to  the  office  of 
Judge  of  the  yice»Admiralty  Court^at  Malta*'*  Also  a  copy 
of,  ftc»  of  John  Jackson,  £sq.  ps  Marshal  of  die  said  Court ; 
also  of——,  as  Registrar;  also  a  copy  of  the  corre- 
spondence betwtfen  the  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court 
at  Malta,  and  the  Judge  of  the  same  Court  at  Gibraltar, 
with  all  dates,  &c. 

The  quesitiou  having  been  read  from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  the  noble  Lord  had  brought  forward 
ivhat  appeared  to  be  a  charge  of  great  magnitude  against 
the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Malta,  end  he  had  certainly 
prima  facie  made  out  a  case.  Some  extraordinary  fees  at 
so  great  a  distance  from  home  might  perhaps  have  been 
demanded,  and  if  so  it  was  requisite  some  inquiry  should  be 
made..  It  appeared,  however,  to  him,  \jlmt  some  of  tb« 
papers  were  of  a  private  nature,  and  such,  he  thought^ 
shoukl  not  be  required ;  but  if  in  those  which  are  of  a  public 
nature  the  noble  Lord  thought  he  ^could  bring  forward 
charges  which  be  could  substantiate]^  be  ought  to  have  aa 
opportunity. 

Sir  J.  riichdll  (the  King's  Advocate)  said^  there  was  a 
power  given  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  the  King  in  Council 
to  regi&te  those  fees,  and  he  thought  the  shorter  way  to 
obtain  redress  irould  be  to  complain  there.    He  spoilt 
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hic^til y  in  praise  of  Doctor  Sewell  as  a  man  of  honour  and 
9p\n\\  and  ihoui^ht  the  House  should  be  tender  how  they 
proceeded  against  (ho  character  of  a  Jud^e  who  was  absent, 
and  incapable  of  defending  himself.  He  thought  the  cpr* 
Fespondcncc  between  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Malta  and 
Gibraltar  must  be  private,  of  which  the  House  would  of 
course  take  no  notice. 

Sir  Francis  Burdtit  said  be  should  have  made  no  obaer- 
vation  on  the  subject,  after  having  seconded  the  motion, 
but  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  who  had  just  sat  down,  viz.  that  Ihe  noble  Lord 
(Cochmne)  had  not  substantiated  the  charges  be  formerly 
brought  forward.  The  reason  of  this  was  obvious;  the 
noble  Lord  had  never  had  an  opportunity  given  him  to 
substantiate  his  charges.  He  had  pledged  himself  to  prov^a 
them  at  the  bar  of  the  blouse,  but  bis  motion  for  a  Com* 
m  it  tee  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Rose  said  he  could  not  take  upon  him  to  assert  there 
were  no  abuses  in  the  Vice-Admiralty  Courts  abroad, 
because  there  were  already  three  Com  plaints,  against  them 
waiting  for  hearing;  but  the  noble  Lord  had  brought  for- 
ward charges  aiirainst  the  Admiralty  Court  here,  and  not 
made  them  good  :  for  he  (Mr.  Rose)  had  investigated  the 
subject  with  the  greatest  attention,  and  found  the  Doctor 
had  done  his  duty,  and  that  his  charges  were  more  modera(d 
than  those  of  the  common  Proctors  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Lytlkion  said,  the  right  honourable  f^ntleman  who 
spoke  last  bad  allowed  abuses  existed  ;  he  (Mr.  L.)  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  so  at  not,  but  he  knew  several  officers 
of  the  navy  of  the  highest  character,  who  complained  loudly 
that  there  were,  and  this  was  in  his-opiuion  good  ground 
for  granting  the  present  motion. 

Lord  CocbruHe  replied  shortly ;  in  the  course  of  which 
he  mentioned  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Chapman,  who  was  some 
time  since  Private  Secretary  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  who^ 
ihon<;h  now  living  in  thib  country,  enjoyed  a  sinecure  place 
of  the  value  of  l^itOQl.  a  year,  as  JDeputy  Marshal  of  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Cburt  at  Malta. 

The  remaining  motions  were  then  carried,  a^r  a  shofi 
conversation. 

RB*APPOINTMENT  OF    TUB   BUR^  OF   YORK. 

.  Lord  Milton  sincerely  wished  that  the  undertaking  which 
luid  iallea  to  his  lot,  had  fallen  upon  some  Member  wiuxa 
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longer  experience  am)  greAieraulhoriiy  wouUl^vethat  wei^^ht 
to  thU  subject  wliicb  it  deserved,    ll  tbc  Executive  Govern- 
Qaent  was  allowed  to  be  uiider  the  control  of  Parliament,  and 
the  appointment  to  offices  afiectinif  the  welfare  of  the  country 
a  subject  to  inquire  into  which  that  House  was  compcl^nly* 
then  he  must  declare  this  to  he  of  that  descriptiim.     The 
House  would  doubtless  recollect,  that  at  no  very  distant 
period,  they  were  engajic^l  in  a  \on^  and  laborious  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  illustrious  Personage  now  appointea 
Commander  in  Chief— ihcy  would  recollect  how  that  in* 
quiry  trnninated,  and  the  motiona  which  it  ji^ve  rise  to,  as 
well  those  which  were  n^i^tived  as  ihobe  which  remained 
upon  the  Journals  of  that  House.     It  was  not  his  intention 
DOW  to  enter  into  the  merit  of  the  evidence  on  tliat  occasion 
•— >he  had  only  to  do  with  the  results.     The  first  address 
vhich  was  moved,  was  an  address  to  bis  Majesty^  accusinj[^ 
the  Duke  of  York  of  personal  corruption  and  connivance. 
Against  the  adoption  of  that  address  be,  among  others,  had 
Tuted.      But  though   he  waa  ready  to  acquit  his  Royal 
Highness  of  pergonal  corruption,  still  he  could  not  absolve 
bim  from  sev^-ral  minor  charges«    He  thought  he  was  guilty 
of  a  criminal  negligence-«K>f  a  something  so  bordering  on 
connivance,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  remaui  with 
propriety  in  his  situation.     Though  the  necessity  of  his  im* 
mediate  resignation  did  not  seem  tol  impress  itself  so  strongly 
on  the  majority  of  that  House  as  it  did  on  his  mind,  still 
he  must  contend  that  the  Resolution  which  tlicy  had  come 
'  to  was  such  as  to  lead  to  that  resignation.     He  was  not  pre* 
sent  at  the  termination  of  the  inquiry,  owing  to  circumstances 
which  he  would  not  then  explain ;  but  still  he  believed 
himself  to  be  correct  in  stating,  that  on  the  last  day  a  motion 
bad  been  proposed  by  anhonourable  gentleman,  the  Member 
for  Bristol,  which,  if  carried,  must  have  led  to  the  resigoa* 
tion  of  ihe  Duke  by  the  vote  of  that  House.    An  amend* 
mentwas,  however,  moved  by  a  noble  friend  ofbis(Lonl 
Althorpe),  namely  ^^  that  as  his  Royal  Highness  bad  tbea 
lesigiial  his  office  of  Commander  in  Chief,  it  would  not  be 
necessary  for  the  f  louse  iww  to  go  into  the  further  details  on 
this  subject.*^    This  amendment,  with  the  exception  of  the' 
Word   ^^  1702^,*'  was  put  upon  our  journals.    The  House 
therefore  determined  not  to  proceed,   merely  because  hb 
Royal  Highness  ^had  previously  resigned  the  coounand  of 
the  army.    Thei»e  were  the  jiremises  on  which  the  House 
caoie  to  their  finul  determination ;  and  on  these  premises  he 
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sbonid  gronnd  his  present  motion.  In  effect,  and  in  words, 
the  Resolution  was  a  declaration,  that  unless  tlie  Duke  of 
York  bad  resigned,  that  House  most  proceed  fartlien  Thiv, 
he  contended,  was  no  forced  construction— *f he  roeaiiinG^ 
jBvidentiy  was,  that  his  Royal  Highness  should  retire.  In 
Older,  then,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  that  House,  be  called 
on  it  to  protest  against  the  present  appointment ;  he  rolled 
,  on  them,  as  they  valued  the  dignity  of  that  House,  the  re- 
putation of  the  Government,  and  the  purity  of  the  repre- 
acntation*  It  was,  be  knew,  the  opinion  of  some,  that  (hose 
who  brongbt^ forward  questions  like  the  present,  did  so 
from  a  hankering  after  popularity.  Whether  such  a  fei*l- 
ing  could  actuate  him,  be  must  leave  to  those  who  were 
b^  acquainted  with  him  to  decide.  Ortain,  however,  he 
was,  that  when  such  an  appointment,  so  aflTecting  the  honour 
of  the  country,  had  taken  place,  if  be  had  not  brought 
/orwaid  some  motion  on  the  subject,  he  should  deserve  the 
most  severe  reproaches  tb&t  could  be  cast  upon  him.  He 
entreated  them  to  consider  well  ^hat  they  were  going  to  do ; 
to  consider  whether  they  would  now  sanction  what  Parlia- 
ment — nay,  what  that  very  Parliament  then  sitting,  hnd 
expressed  an  opinion  against.  He  hoped  they  wouhl  have 
a  due  regard  for  their  own  dignity,  and  not  suffer,  in  silence, 
tucb  an  insult  on  the  House.  What!  was  it  to  be  borne 
that  a  retired  officer,  drrven  from  bis  situation  by  his  own 
misconduct,  whose  resignation  was  approved  by  that  House 
-—was  it  to  be  borne  that,  after  only  two  years  absence,  he 
should  again  be  brought  back  into  that  situation  from  which 
bis  own  misconduct  had  been  the  cau^e  of  his  retiring  ?  He 
called  on  Parliament  not  to  suffer  it.  If  there  were  men  in 
that  House,  who>  for  purposes  of  their  own,  or  from  some 
notions  of  tbeofy  into  which  be  did  not  mean  to  inquire, 
wished  to  see  that  House  vilified  in  the  public  opinion,  and 
saw  it  passing  contradictory  votes  on  the  very  same  subject, 
no  doubt  they  would  be  rejoiced  to  find  that  not  one  was 
found  to  come  forward  and  rescue  its  character.  He  did 
not  mean  to  assume  to  himself  any  great  merit,  because  he 
should  consider  himself  unworthy  to  be  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment if  be  did  not  do  his  duty.  He  knew  it  would  be  said 
that  the  Duke  of  York  had  beim  sufficiently  punished  already 
— that  his  offences  were  inenal  and  trivial,  and  such  as  two 
years  expiation  ought  to  obliterate.  He  oould  not  agree 
that  a  deprivation  of  office  ought  to  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  a  punishment ;  he  was  ready  to  allow  that  even  a 
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temporary  incapacitation  fo  hold  office  xroold  be  a  punish* 
ment ;  and  then  he  would  be»  at  the  expiratioQ  of  the  time, 
as  ready  a»  any  man  to  allow  that  the  faQlfa  which  had 
caused  such  incapacitation  were  obliterated..  But  he  would 
ask,  if  the  Duke  of  York  was  un6t  for  office  in  March 
1809j  what  had  since  happened  to  make  his  retoro  to  it  fit  ? 
lie  a«;reed,  that  it  was  very  desirable  that  men  in  the  high 
station  of  his  Royal  Highness  should  enjoy  character,  ^ 
reputation,  and  honour,     if  thb  was  not  the  case  in  the ' 

E resent  instance,  it  was  not  his  fault,  but  that  of  bis  Royal 
[ighness.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  misconduct  of  that  illustrious  Pt^rson  ;  and  he  must  say, 
if  his  Royal  Highness  now  stood  in  the  same  light  as  he 
had  done  in  18^,  he  was  incapable  of  holding  his  office. 
Wlrat  ttad  since  happened  ?  He  knew  that  there  were 
some  who  were  ready  to  absolve  him  in  consequence  of 
certain  circumstances.  He,  however,  warned  tbem»  not  to 
make  use  of  these;  because,  though  they  might  malMia 
one  point  for  him,  they  made  in  another  way  tenfold  agauMt 
him.  He  ifas  aware  that  many  would  say  that  the  Duke 
was  the  victim  of  a  foul  conspiracy,  and  that  the  chief 
evidence  on  which  the  charges  rested  was  not  worthy  of 
credit.  In  bis  opinion,  however,  the  charges  were  made  out 
without  the  evidence  of  that  witness ;  and  those  firbo  useri 
this  argument,  while  thoy  assisted  his  Royal  Highness  with 
one  band^  subdued  him  with  the  other.  Some  appeared 
to  think  that  the  Duke  of  York  ought  not  to  rest  upon  his 
own  character,  but  that  there  was  a  quantum  of  cbaractef 
distributed  between  him  and  his  accuser ;  and  that  in  pro- 
portion as  you  diminish  the  one^  you  went  to  increase  the 
other.  This,  however,  did  not  at  all  accord  with  bis 
opinions.  When  he'  voted,  he  voted  not  on  authorities, 
but  oa  evidence.  Indeed,  the  authority  in  this  case  waa 
not  one  on  which  be  should  consider  himself  bound  to  pia 
his  faith,  if,  then,  the  case  was  as  he  had  stated,  and  that 
it  was  so  he  submitted  to  tlie  recollection  of  the  House,  he 
asked  the  Regents  Ministers  how,  in  the  faCe  of  the  Reso- 
lution of  thai  House — in  the  face  of  the  opinions  of  many  in 
it,  and  almost  every  man  out  of  it — ^they  coukl  venture  to 
restore  his  Royal  Highness  to  an  office  the  administration  of 
which  be  Imd  disgraced  ?  Those  gentlemen  might  think, 
perha|>s,  that  two  years  deprivation  was  a  sufficient  punish- 
mciit,  and  that  his  memory  was  too  tenacious  on  the  subject. 
lie  coul^I  not  help  feeiitig,  however,  for  the  character  of  the 
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countrj,  and  the  dignify  of  thai  House,  fie  did  not  mean 
«  now  to  inquire  whether  raen  of  such  exalted  stations  ought 
'to  be  put  in  offices  of  responsibility  :  this  very  appointment 
'mtiuU  fOj  in  bis  opinion,  to  shew  that  they  ought  not. 
He  would  ask  Ministers,  if  any  other  officer  in  the  country 
^tfre  in  the  same  situation  with  the  Dukeof  York«  whether 
be  would  have  been  restored  in  such  circumstances  ?  There 
were  many  officers  in  the  country  under  a  similar  condemna- 
tion-—some  were  worse,  and  some  were  not  so  bad  ;  but  was 
there  any  one  of  them  whom  Ministers  ^ould  irenture  to 
replace?  it  was  not  because  a  man  was  of  his/her  station 
thaChe  ought  in  such  circumstances  to  be  more  respected. 
That  House  ought  to  shew,  that  it  was  not  to  be  brow* 
beaten  either  by  the  fear  of  Courts,  or  the  influence  of 
Ministers.  The  House  were  now  told  thut  the  Duke  of 
York  onght  to  be  restored,  but  they  never  were  told  that 
Lord  Melville  ought  to  be  restored.  He  did  not  mean  to 
01^  that  their  guilt  was  the  same,  bnt  still  they  were  both 
unworthy  of  holding  office. 

General  Hope  rose  to  order,  and  questioned  (as  we  un- 
'  derstood)  the  propriety  of  the  noble  Lord's  allusion. 

Lard  Mi/ton  wished  to  know,  whether  if  a  person  of  less 
exalled  rank  was  not  restored  from  an  opinion  of  his  inca* 
pacity,  one  of  a  more  exalted  rank  ought  to  be  restored* 
tinder  the  same  circumstances.  It  became  that  Housed  to 
shew  that  they  did  not  think  so.  It  became  thein  to  shew 
that  thev  were  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  rank  of  any 
man.  ouch  a  feeling  ought  to  b^  particularly  cherished  by 
a  British  Parliament — the  roost  salutary  effects  had  been 
produced  by  it^t  had  been  in  his  opinion  one  of  the 
greatest  causes  of  the  security  of  the  country.  He  must 
advert  io  one  more  topic  before  he  concluded,  and  that  was 
the  painful  situation  in  which  he  had  been  placed  :  it  was 
a  task  which  had  indeed  strongly  militated  against  his 
private  feelings ;  but  still  he  considered  himself  bound  to  do 
bis  dnty.  It  often  happened  that  Members  of  Parliament 
'  iad  (hose  unpleasant  duties  to  perform  against  the  influence 
of  their  prtvate  inclinations  ;  but  still  if  they  did  not  per- 
form them,  thev  were  not  fit  for  their  situation.  This  was 
the  only  consideration  which  had  influenced  him  in  the 
motion  which  he  was  now  about  to  submit  to  the  House; 
pnd  in  submitting  it,  he  must  entreat  of  them  not  to  allow 
titcir  dignity  to  be  insnlt^l,  or  submit  io  see  the  country 
(legrad^.   «The  noble  Lord  coocludietl  by  moving,  ^^  That 
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on  a  deliberate  coosideratioD  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
led  to  the  retirement  of  his  rojal  highness  the  Duke  of 
York  from  the  command  of  the  Armj  in  1809^  it  appears  to 
this  House  to  be  highly  indecorous  and  improper  in  the 
advisers  of  his  rhy»\  jiighness  the  Prince  Kegent  to  re* 
commend  the  reappointment  of  his  rojal  highness  the 
Duke  of  York  to  the  office  of  Commander  in  Chief." 

.  ^  [At  the  desire  of, Lord  Milton,  the  several  Resolutions 
which  had  been  entered  on  the  Journals,  immediatelv  pre* 
ceding  and  at  the  termination  of  the  inquiry  into  his  ]lioyal 
Highnesses  conduct,  %vere  then  read.] 

ihe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  vfould  endeavour  to 
bring  his  answer  to  what  the  noble  Lord  had  advanced  into 
as  narrow  a  compass  as  possible.  In  the  first  instance  he 
must  declare,  that,  in  the  opposition  which  he  was  about  to 
give  to  this  motion,  he  did  not  mean  to  screen  either  himself 
or  his  colleagues,  or  shrink  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the 
responsibility  which  naturally  attached  itself  to  their  situa- 

>  tions.  They  were,  be  knew,  both  legally  and  constitu* 
tionally  Responsible;  but  he  here  wished  to  go  farther,  and^ 
declare,  that  in  this  instance  they  were  responsible  in  fact 
also.  He  was  the  more  anxious  to  do  this,  because  he 
observed  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  (of  course  be  did 
not  mean  to  insinuate  that  it  was  made  by  the  noble  Lord) 
to  represent  Ministers  as  ready  to  shrink  from  any  respon* 
sibility  in  this  case,  and  declare  themselves  rather  agents 
than  advisers.  In  the  commencement  of  his  speech,  the 
noble  Lord  seemed  to  think  that  a  doubt  had  arisen  as  to 
the  propriety  of  submitting  any  appointment  to  the  control 
of  Parliament.  For  his  own  part,  he  never  meant  to  deny, 
any  Minister  who  advised  an  appointment  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  Parliament,  or  the  expressed  sense  of  the  country, 
was  fully  within  the  inquiry  of  Parliament,  and  responsible 
for  his  act.  He  would  now  proceed  to  shew  the  circum- 
stances which  h^  immediately  preceded  the  appointment 
of  hb  Royal  Highness  to  the  command  of  the  Army  ;  and 
when  the  House  was  in  possession  of  them,  they  would  be 
better  enabled  to  judge  of  its  propriety.  The  House  must 
be  aware,  that  the  gallant  officer  who  held  the  command  of 
the  army  since  the  resignation  of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  art 
officer  not  only  of  long  and  eminent  service,  but  of  advanced 
age.     He  had  been  for  half  a  century  in  some  active  situa- 

.  tion  in  the  service  of  his  country.    On  his  being  attacked 
with  illness  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  he  had  made  a 
Vol.  m— 181  i.  SI    . 
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representation  to  his  royal  hiehnessthe  Prince  Regtnt,  that 
neither  ^ith  safety  to  himsel/;  nor  justice  to  the  duties  of  hit 
office,  could  he  continue  to  hold  it.    To  this  representation, 
made  most  earnestly,  and  repeated  more  than  once,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  attend.     The  place,  then,  thus  becoming 
vacant,  the  next  question  which  arose  was  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  person  to  be  chosen  to  fill  it.    From  the  situa- 
tion of  our  army,  and  our  extended  scale  of  operations  on 
the  Peninsula,  it  was  quite  impossible  that  sqcb  an  office 
could  be  suffered  to  remain  long  vacant^     Who,  then,  ought 
to  be  chosen  as  the  successor  to  Sir  David  Dundas,  was  the 
question  ?    From  every  view  which  he  could  take  of  aSaiis, 
be  was  inclined  on  every  account  to  fix  his  choice  on  his 
royal  highness  the  Duke  of    York.      Whatever    might 
occur  to  others,  still  when  be  considered  his  long  and  tried 
services — the  advantage  of  which 'he  had  been  to  the  Arrajr 
^and  when  he  also  considered  who  were  likely  to  become 
his  competitors,  he  must  say,  without  any  disparagement 
to  those  gentlemen  who  under  other  circumstances^ would  be 
very  eligible,  that  he  preferred  the  ^pointment  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York.      There  was  no    dif* 
ference  of  opinion  on  this  subject ;  and  he  certainly  could 
not  hesitate,  when  he  considered  that  his  Royal  Highness 
WDs  particularly  qualified,  which  appeared  from   his  ar- 
rangements, all  of  which  were  calculated  to  be  of  benefit  to 
the  service,  of  advantage  to  the  officer,  and  of  comfort  to 
the  soldier ; — arrangements,  too,  several  of  which  seemed  to 
be  made  to  prevent  many  of  those  practices  which  it  was 
the  object  of  the  inquiry  to  detect.     Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  they  would  disgrace  themselves,  if, 
from  an  ^  apprehension  of  any  motion   which   either  the 
noble  Lord  or  any  one  else  could  bring  before  Parliament, 
they  withheld  from  the  public  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  services  of  his  Royal  Highness.    There  was  not 
either  the  least  reason  to  suppose  that  his  restoration  would 
be  received  with  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  Army. 
He  did  not  mean  to  infer  that  their  mere  choice  ought  to 
direct  any  appointment ;  though   certainly,  if  ever  there 
was  a  time  when  the  feeljng  of  the  Army  ought  (o  be  made 
the  ground  of  action,  it  was  the  present :  but  when  their 
feling  was  founded  on  the  eminent  services  of  the  individual 
who  had  excited  it,  then  that  feeling  and  the  ground  of  the 
appointment  were  the  same.     Unless,  then,  there  was  some* 
-   thing  in  the  manner  in  which  the  House  had,  on  a  former 
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occasion,  expressed  itself,  there  ooold  be  no  doubt  of  tbe 
propriety  of  this  appointment.  According  to  the  statement 
of  the  noble  Lord,  one  would  suppose  that  he  thoui^ht  the 
Aesolution  of  the  House  militated  against  the  Duke  of 
York's  return  to  office  not  only  now»  but  for  ever.  If  not 
for  ever,  and  yet  that  the  appointment  was  to  be  conceived 
improper  now,  at  what  period  could  any  one  say  the  pro- 
hibition was  to  expire  ?  What,  however,  was  the  state  of 
the  case  at  the  conclusion  of  the  inquiry  ?  The  first  Reso* 
iution  went  to  acquit  hb  Uoyal  Highness  of  any  personal 
^  corruption  or  connivance.  It  was  a  full,  fair,  fre^,  and 
*  complete  acquittal.  After  his  acquittal,  then,  certain  cir- 
cumstances operated  on  the  mind  of  his  Royal  Highness, 
which  induced  him  to  tender  his  resignation.  The  noble 
Lord  had  said,  however,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
House  that  he  should  retire.  This  was  never  expressed,  and 
therefore  it  was  impossible  for  the  noble  Lord  to  have  any 
means  of  knowing  it.  That  there  w^re  some  in  the  House 
who  were  of  this  opinion,  he  was  very  willing  to  admit ; 
but  still  there  were  others  who  thous^ht  so  very  differently^ 
that  they  even  were  of  opinion  the  House  ought  to  come  to 
some  future  Resolution,  expressing  their  opinion  tliat  the 
inquiry  should  not  be  followecl  by  any  such  resignation. 
When  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Bathurst)  proposed 
his  Resolution,  he  expressly  declared  that  he  had  taken  care 
so  to  frame  it  as  to  preclu<Je  tbe  sust)iciQn  that  he  recom- 
mended any  such  tesult.  Thus,  then,  as  far  as  the  mover's 
own  declaration,  and  the  impliixl  opinion  of  those  who  sup- 
.  ported  him,  went,  they  by  no  means  acted  on  such  a  senti- 
ment. True  it  certainly  was  that  a  feeling  had  been  excited 
in  the  country,  to  which  his  Royal  Higlncss  might  have 
thought  it  better  to  submit  than  expose  bis  father^s  govern- 
ment to  embarrassment.  He  should  endeavour  so  far  to , 
avoid  the  example  of  the  noble  Lord,  as  to  pursue  the  path 
which  he  had  declared  he  would  follow  in  tbe  commence- 
ment, and  not  enter  into  details  when  he  promised  merely  to 
confine  himself  to  results.  He  should  not  pursue  what  had 
been  detailed  at  the  time,  or  what  had  been  detailed  since ; 
but  he  could  not  avoid  asking  the  House,  whether  if  pve* 
▼ious  to  the  termination  of  the  inquiry  they  bad  been  aware 
of  the  nature  of  the  conspiracy  which  was  on  foot— ^  ware 
by  what  means  the  evidence  had  been  obtained,,  and  what 
arts  had  been  employed  to  represent  that  as  an  independent 
and  patriotic  inquiry-^he  would  not  ask,  after  all  that, 
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wbetlier  tbeir  decision  'wcnild  htvse  been  diflineot ;  but  be 
would  9tk  whether  they  thought  all  tbatfeeiinff  woold  ba^e 
been  excited  in  the  counrrj  i  .  What,  then,  he  would  ask 
the  House,  was  to  he  inferred  from  the  Resolution  P     What 
but  a  complete  acquitfa!  P    The  next  step  was  a  declaration 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  fiirther.     In  the  amendment 
the  word  ^  now'*  was  particularly  Bmphatic.    The  amend- 
ment laid  it  was  not  ^^  now"  necessary  to  go  farther.     It 
did  not  mean  that  because  the  Duke  of  York  had  resigned, 
tliey  would  not  then  go  farther ;  but  that  on  his  reappoint-* 
nmit,  orat  any  future  time,  it  would  be  at  their  disore^on  t» 
enter  into  farther  ioTestigation.    The  case  left  off  with  a  fall 
acquittal  on  the  part  of  the  Duke  of  York  of  all  guilt.     As 
to  the  nature,  manner,  or  propriety  of  any  future  proceed-* 
ings  after  the  vote  of  acquittal,  of  course  there  were  diflerent 
opinions.     He,  taking  a  large  share  in  those  debates,  had 
certainly  told  the  House,  that  in  his  opinion  thejr  ought  to 
prooeed  farther.     Wheth<Y  his  proposition,  or  the  proposi* 
tioo  of  his  right  honourable  friend  opposite,  as  one  of  a 
stronger  description,  would  haye  been  adopted,  was  still  to 
hd  discussed  ;  but  all  discussion  on  the  subject  had  been  put 
n  stop  to  by  the  resignation  of  bis  Royal  Highness.     But 
Ihe  noble  Lord  had  now  stated  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
tecorded  'censure  upon  Ministers,  for  adrising  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  face  of  a  Resolution  of  the  House.     If  tins  was 
the  case— *if  the  House  really  meant  by  their  Resolution  to 
Imply  an  inipossibiU<y  of  the  Duke  of  York's  return  to 
49imce,  he  must  say  a  Kesohjiion  more  nnfairly  stated  by  its 
muver»  or  adopted  by  the  House,  he  never  saw ;  the  mover 
dtYtQOtly  doclarinj^  he  did  not  mean  to  imply  any  such 
thing,  and  the  House  fully  acquiescing  in  that  explanation 
so  given.     He  never  had  the  slightest  idea,  in  his  own  mind, 
tliatthe  Resolution  opererted,  or  was  ever  intended  to  operate, 
as  the  least  bar  or  obstacle  to  the  re*appointment  of  hb 
Hoyal  Highness.    The  House,  however,  might  take  a  view 
of  all  the  previous  circumstances,  and  then  he  left  it  to  them 
to  judge  whether  they  thought  the  prerogative  had  been  so 
ill  exercised  in  this  instance  as  to  call  for  tbeir  interference. 
The  advice  vihich  had  been  given,  had  been  given  under  a 
full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances ;  and  on  these 
•Ctxcumstances  he  relied  tor  his  justification.    The  advice 
had  been  called  for  by  the  long,  tried  and  eminent  services 
of  the  illustrious  Pi&rsonage  in  question,  who  had  folly 
proved  himself  most  capable  of  filling  the  situation.    In 
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recomtneifdtng  hi&  appointment,  he  really  thooght  t|iftt  he 
yms  recommending  the  appointment  of  the  fittest  man  in  the 
country  for  the  office ;  and  he  now  left  its  consideration  to 
the  House,  with  the  observation,  that  they  could  not 
censure  it  without  charging  and  contradicting  the  cop8ti:uc- 
lion  of  their  own  Resolution. 

Lord  AUhorpe  could  not  perfectly  understand  the  spirit 
in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  combated  the  motion.      The  evidence  on 
which  the  House  had  carried  on  the  inquiry,  and  on  the 
strength  of  which  the  Royal  Duke  had  resigned,  was  pre- 
cisely the  same  at  this  moment  that  it  was  before,     k  was 
an  extraordinary  thing  to  hear  the  Minister  say  of  that 
Royal  Duke,  that  of  "all  the  distinguished  military  cha- 
racters of  the  country  the  Duke  of  York  was  the  fittest, 
actually  the  fittest,  for  the  situation  of  Commander  in 
Chief.     The  full  Resolutions  of  censure  on  the  Royal  Duke 
were  not  carried,  nor  even  pressed  on  the  House ;  but  from 
what  circumstance?    In  his  (lord  Althorpe's)  opinion,  it 
was  metely  from  the  idea  that  the  Duke  of  York,  when  he 
had  once  retired  from  his  office,  was  never  to  come  back. 
{Hear  I)    This  was  the  case,*'according  to  his  full  concep* 
tion  at  the  time.    He  would  fairly  admit,  that  if  circum* 
stances,  since  brought  to   light,    had  been  as  perfectly 
known  at  the  time,  the  popularity  of  the  Royal  Duke's 
accusers  would  have  been  somewhat  lowered.    But  still  no 
cause  was  shewn  for  the  present  appointment ;  and  until  it 
was,  he  must  consider  the  appointment  as  a  neglect  of  the 
public  sentiment  openly  declared. 

Mr.  EKott  was  sorry  to  trouble  the  House,  but  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words,  on  account  of  the  vote 
which  he  was  to  give.  He  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  be  had  never  char|^  the  Duke  of  York  with  corrup- 
tion, or  even  with  participation  in  it ;  but  he  thought  there 
was  a  neglect  which  ought  not  to  have  existed,  and  upon 
that  be  had  given  his  former  vote.  It  was  not  to  be  doubted 
that  the  prevalent  feeling  of  the  House  was  an  absolute 
necessity  for  inflicting  some  mark  of  their  disapprobation  on 
the  Duke  of  York.  (Hear !)  The  address  of  the  Member 
for  Corfe  Castle  (Mr.  Bankes)  went  to  that  effect  ^  the 
address  of  the  Member  for  Bristol  went  to  the  same  elSect. 
(iVb,  from  the  Mimsterial  benches,)  Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  have  since  altered  his  opinion ;  but  most 
certainly  it  had  been  his  language  on  its  first  production. 
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Another  address  had  been  brought  forward  after  the  Duke 
of  York's  resignation,  in  which  he  (Mr.  Eliott)  objected  to 
the  word  now^  as  not  only  shutting  the  Duke  of  York  out 
from  office,  but  even  excluding  him  from  the  throne*    His 
jesignat ion' appeared  sufficient  for  justice,  and  he  could  jiot 
have  conceived  that  any  Minister  would  have  been  hardy 
enough,  in  the  course  of  two.  sessions,  in  the  same  Parlia- 
ment, to  propose  the  re-inst^tcmeni  of  the  Duke  in  the  same 
office,    (llearl)    Certainly  that  seemed  to  be  the  impres-^ 
sion  of  the  whole  House.     The  present  measure  appeared  to 
have  for  its  chief  object|  to  bang  an  unnecessary  and  em- 
barrassin^r  ol)stacle  iu  the  way  of  the  House.     But  if  the 
opinion  of  the  House  were  actually  changed,  why  not  say 
so  ?    Why  not  come  to  an  express  and  (Jtecided  Resolution 
on  the  innocence  of  the  Duke  of  York  ?    This  would  be 
more  respectful  to  the  House,  more  honourable  to  the  Duke, 
and  more  satisfactory  to  the  people.     Fie  (Mr.  Eliott)  bad 
never  charged  the  Duke  with  any  breach  of  military  duty, 
but  with  n^ligence  in  othdr  departments  of  his  office.    It 
was  even  a  question  whethct  any  person  of  the  rank  of  the 
Royal  Duke  ought  to  be  Commander  .in  Chief.    The  duties 
of  i\\e  office  were  chiefly  civil,  and  therefore  there  must  be  a 
jesponsibijity ;  but  how  was  that  responsibility  to  be  en- 
forced  against  the  influence  of  a  Prince  of  the  Royal  blood  ? 

Mr.  li.  BathurU  had  never  admitted  any  ground  for  the 
charge  of  corruption  in  the  conduct  of  his  Royal  Highness. 
He  had  moved  a  Resolution,  but  certainly  not  with  the 
intent  of  criminating  the  Duke.  He  bad  only  thought  that 
the  House,  by  coming  to  the  Resolution  which  he  pro- 
posed ill  a  former  debate,  would  deliver  its  sentiments  in  a 
way  which  might  give  a  salutary  lesson  to  the  parties.  It 
might  operate  as  a  check  on  the  future  conduct  of  the  Dukei 
and  even  thus  be  the  means  of  fixing  him  more  firmly  in  his 
situation.  He  would  say  no  more.  He  never  bad  an  idea 
of  finally  excluding  tlie  Duke  from  office,  let  the  yoit  on 
his  Kesoiulioii  be  what  it. might.  By  the  refusal  of  the 
House  to  sanction  the  word  now,  the  question  of  the  Duke^s 
return  to  office  was  left  entirely  open,  and  expressly  open 
for  the  discretion  of  Parliament.  It  was  advantageous  for 
the  Army  that  a  man  of  the  Duke's  rank  should  oe  at  its 
head,  it*  it  were  only  for  the  sitigle  purpose  of  putting  an 
end  to  intrigue  and  Parliamentary  influence.  . 

The  Chancellor  ef  the  Erchgquer  rose  to  explain.     He 
bad  not  by  zny  means  meaut  to  say  that  the  Duke  of  York 
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was  more  fitted  than  any  other  man  in  the  empire  for  his 
office ;  hnt  that  considering  all  the  circumstances  which 
were  connected  with  that  Royal  Duke,  he  was  the  most 
fit  to  be  recommended  for  the  situation  at  the  present 
time. 

Sir  Oswald  Mouly  professed  that  his  sentiments  on  the 
Duke  of  York's  conduct  had  been  ch«nffed  by  the  coaduct 
of  his  accusers.  (Htar !)  He  had  voted  against  the  Duke 
from  "conscience;  but  now,  from  the  facts  which  had 
transpired,  the  strictness  of  the  charge  agninst  the  Duke 
appeared  almost  entirely  done  away.  Hc^-had  been  suffi- 
ciently punished  by  removal  from  office  for  two  years.^ 
And  what  was  his  crime?  Just  no  more  than  that  he  had 
ingratiated  himself  with  a  favourite  lady,  whose  fascinating 
charms  had  overpowered  him.  (A  laugh.)  Let  gentlemen 
look  to  themselves,  and  think  of  themselves.  Who  was 
there  that  had  notjiis  little  transgressions?  and  let  him 
.  that  had  not,  throw  the  first  stone. 

Mr,  Gooch  thought  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  political 
cowardice  in  Ministers  to  have  hesitated  in  recommending 
the  Duke  of  York  for  his  present  appointment.  They 
could  not  have  fixed  on  any  man  more  fit  for  it^  from  ex- 
perience and  from  the  affection  of  the  Army.  Why  was 
the  Duke's  moral  conduct  to  be  brought  forward  ?  We 
should  remember,  **  Judge  not,  that  ye  may  not  be 
judged ;"  and  they  were  very  singular  men  who  were  not 
guilty  of  similar  errors.  But  when  it  was  remembered  what 
a  base  and  scandalous  conspiracy  was  formed  against  him, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  make  the  Duke  of  York  feel 
that  they  felt  for  the  calumny  which  had  dislodged  hita 
fr9m  a  situation  which  be  had  held  so  much  for  the  ad-, 
van  tage  o  f  t  he  cou  n  try . 

General  Tarleton  was  quite  sure  that  the  Army  would 
exult  and  rejoice  in  the  appointment  of  the  Duke,  of 
Yorfc. 

Admiral  Harvey  would  fully  agree  with  those  gentlemen 
who  said  that  the  Dulffe  of  York  had  been  severely  punished 
by  the  suspension  of  his  office.  No  man  could  know  more 
fully  or  feelingly  than  himself  (Admiral  Harvey)  the  pain 
of  such  a  punishment.  The  penalty  was  most  seVere  ;  and 
the  man  who  had  suffered  it  without  its  being  due,  deserved 
fnuch  consideration  from  that  House.  (HearX)  He  had 
read  the  mint&tes,  and  his  opinion  had  been  against  the 
Duke  of  York;  but  when  the  details  of  the  profligate  con- 
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•piracy  whicK  had  supplanted  the  Duke  came  fdlly  before 
tne  public,  his  opiaiou  was  entirely  changed*  There  was 
much  due  to  the  care  and  services  of  the  Duke  while  in 
oAce.  From  some  peculiar  circumstances  in  early  life,  be 
(Admiral  Harvey)  bad  an  opportunity  of  being  tolerably 
acquainted  with  the  (government  of  the  Array  in  its  interior 
concerns,  and  nothing  could  be  more  full  of  awkwardnesa 
'and  abuses  than  the  system  which  prevailed  before  the 
Duke's  coming  into  office.  The  history  of  the  Army  was 
then  a  list  of  abuses ;  it  was  now  a  train  of  glorious  vie* 
tory.  (Hear!)  . 

Mr,  Whitbread.'-^As  he  had  taken  an  early  and  promi- 
nent  part  in  the«discussious  on  the  present  subject  matter^ 
he  had  wished  to  have  risen  after  the  Chancellor  of  the 
£xcbequer.  As  the  feelings  of  the  House  and  the  country 
were  not  equivocal  on  the  original  statemf  ntof  the  question^ 
and  as  he  believed  the  (ejlings  of  the  country  were  not  equi« 
vocal  now,  whatever  that  of  the  House  might  be,  he  was 
anxious  to  give  a  full,  free,  and  early  opinion.  Among 
the  things  which  excited  his  surprise  in  the  debate,  one 
was,  the  different  view  in  which  the  minutes  seemed  now 
to  be  taken.  Was  the  House,  to  be  told  that  the  minutes 
bad  undergone  no  change — that  they  were  the  same— pre» 
cisely  and  distinctly  the  saroe^  as  when  the  House  seemed 
to  have  but  one  feeling,  whatever  they  might  now  deter- 
mine by  their  vote  on  the  guilt  of  the  Duke  of  York  ?  To 
the  astonishment  of  the  House,  as  he  was  convinced  it 
must  be,  the  minutes  would  be  proved  to  be  the  same.  No 
change  had  taken  place  there ;  and  the  honourable  mem* 
bers  who  had  thought  so  lightly  of  changing  their  opinions 
could  find  no  encouragement  for  it  in  any  alteration  of  the 
evidence.  {Hear!)  He  had  unfortunately  felt  the  impos- 
sibility of  changing  his  opinion,  while  there  appeared  no 
apology  for  a  change ;  and  he  must  actually  persist  Ln  be* 
lieving  the  Duke  of  York  unfit  for  office,  and  the  ministers 
who  re-appointed  him  as  acting  in  a  manner  irregular,  in- 
decorous, and  unconstitutional,  so  long  as  the  evidence  told 
him  so.  (Hear !)  There  was  u  practice  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Excnequer)  for 
which  be  probably  claimed  great  credit,  if  it  was  to  be 
thought  so  from  his  foiiduess  for  it — it  was  a  iiind  of  bold, 
strutiing,  noisy  claim  of  responsibility — an  effort  at  what 
be  called  manfully  meeting  the  charge,  or  claiming  his 
share  in  the  odium^  and  danger  of  the  acts  of  the  Ministry. 
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Bit  habit  was«  «>  ihroir  bimself  forwaid  when  the  public 
-iBdignaUon  was  roa&ed,  and  talk  of  hts  readiness  to  meet 
responsibility,  and. all  possible  inquiry  into  his  conduce* 
Bis  coUeagnes»  too,  were  ardent  and  zealous,  and  equally 
iwdy  in  offering  to  meet  the  extremity  of  the  publicf 
Anger :  but  when  ibis  spirit,  tnagnaninious  as  it  was,  came 
to  be  tried — when  an  offence  was  committed^  against  the 
CSonstiuit^^n-— when  the  cry  for  justice  was  stern,  and 
strong,  atid  just,  then  those  magnanimous  Ministers  shrunk 
back,  and  hid  themselves  behind  their  majority,  and 
baffled  the  attempt  at  inquiry.  And  was  this  really  the 
whole  boast  of  the  Ministers*  responsibility  ?  But  let  tbe 
H0USC9.  without  considering  any  farther  hpw  much  those 
bigb*minded  Ministers  mignt  be  able  or  be  inclined  to  stand 
its  verdict,  come  to  their  reasons  for  the  appointment  of 
the  Duke  of  York.  What  was  the  first  reason  ?  The 
Army  was  extensive,  the  business  was  heavv,  and  Sir  David 
Dundas  wiu  old.  He  was  too  old  for  the  overpowering 
business  of  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  Office.  How  old 
was  he  nam  f  or  how  much  older  was  he  now,  than  when 
the  office  was  given  to  him?  (Hear!  hear!)  Yes,  this 
was  a  question  which  the  magnanimity  of  Ministers  would 
probably  leave  to  those  who  would  investigate  it.  It  had 
been  said,  and  most  disgraceful  was  the  imputation,-  that 
Sir  David  Dundas  was  put  into  office,  solely  that  he  might 
keep  it  for  the  Duke  ot  York.  (Htarl)  What  else  could 
have  put  in  Sir  David  Dundas  ?  He  meant  no  slight  what«^ 
ever  (6  (hat  officer  as  a  military  man  ;  he  was  already  dis* 
tinguished  in  tbe  service :  but  was  he  so  much  in  the  vigour 
of  youth  two  .years  ago^  as  to  make  him  the  fittest  man  for 
,  the  station  which  now  pressed  upon  bis  extreme  and  en* 
feebled  old  age  ?  (Hear  !]  Who  said  this  ?  I'his  was  the 
saying,  the  very  language  of  Ministers;  and  in  whatever 
shape  they  might  mould  their  defence,  it  must  bean  insula 
on  the  capacity  of  Sir^David  Dundas.  There  was  another 
point.  The  astuteness,'  the  practised,  active,  professional 
subtlety  of  the  right  hon,  gentleman  (the  Chancelbr  of  the 
*  Exchequer)  had  found  out,  that  the  word  fiow^  in  a  pre* 
vious  Resolution,  meant  noihing  but  the  excluBJod  of  the 
Duke  of  York  from  the  throne;  and  after  establishing  that 
point,  his  next  discovery  wa^,  that  the  rejection  of  tlie 
word  now  implied  a  perfect  liberty  in  this  House  to  re* 
instate  the  Dul^e,  or  a.t  least  to  agitate  the  question  of  his 
reinstatemeptr  All  this  iiar^  to  be  expect^  troui  that  right 
Vol.  in.^1811.  ^  1 1^ 


lionoarable  K^ntl^Qm^:  bur  it  wai  not  the  Aieaoing  of  the 
addfen  of  the  nieniber  for  Giffe  Castle  r  f^or^  if  there  was- 
aDj  thing  like  a  fakhful  record  in  words,  was  it  the  lan« 

guage  of  that  oilier- hoo.  meml>er  (Mr.  o.  BathurM)  who 
ad  90  Boddenly  changed  bia  optoion*  If  the  Resolatioft 
had  not  been  adopted,  what  had  prevenied  it  ?  What,  but 
the  retiring  of  the  Duke  of  York  ?    Was  not  the  langoaiane 

*  of  the  debate  jdaio — was  not  the  general  fipeline  clear  ? 
But  it  waa  thought  that  the  Duke  of  York,  by  yielding  to 
diesenaeof  the  House  and  of  the'"  country «  had  mum  it 
indelicate  Uy  press  him  farther.  Delicacy  was  in  such 
tUngs  a  foolish  word  t  What  bad  the  Dake  of  York'  ac- 
toally  done  ?  H^  saw  the  clotid  gathering  roond  him,  and 
he  took  hia  resolution  to  escape.  He  retired  from  office, 
and  he  thos  evaded  the  shock  which  wouki  have  forced  him 
from  it.    A  inember  had  said,  in  the  course  of  the  nresem 

.  tight,  that  a  man  of  the  Duke^s  rank  ought  not  to  be  en- 
trusted with  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  empife< 

/  True ;  nothing  coold  be  more  true.  Tbe  very  transactioti 
of  the  moment  was  an  argument  worth  all  the  others.  It 
waa  his  (Nfr«  Whitbread's)  opinion  at  all  times;  but  if  it 
ever  wanted  confirmation,  it  was  confit'med  now.    He  had 

'  keen  charifed  with  allading  to  the  private  life  of  the  Duke ; 
but  he  had  foUy  disclaimed  all  idea  of  the  kind^  until  thcr 
Puke's  private  life  was  mingled  with  public  transacctona^ 
ind  then  it  became  public  and  reprehensible.    Waa  iher# 

.    a  tingle  man  in  the  country,  except  the  Royal  Dnke,  wh^ 

with  these  imputations  still  hanging  on  him,  would  be  saf« 

^  fered  lo  return  to  office?    No,  not  one.    1'hough  be  might 

*lK>t  have  been  even  charged  with  personal  guilt,  yet,  nia 

^  permission  to  make  moriey  by  the  sale  of  commissions,  hia 
negligence  in  the  conduct  of  his  civil  office,  and  the  re« 

«  mainiog  stigmas  which  attached  to  his  public  life,  woaid 

•    jiave  been  an  insui-moun(abIe  obstacle  to  the  return  of  any 

man  but  tbe  Duke  of  York.    That  man  ought  not  to  be 

.    entrusted  with  power/  whose  failure  and  neglect  brought 

'  down  no  responsibility.  His  royal  highness  the  Duke  of 
York  was  now  returning  tj^iumphantly  to  a  great  offioe,  to 
which  no  other-  man,  un^er  similar  charges,  would  have 
been  permitted  to  retnm  ;  and,  therefore,  the  argunlent 
was  irresistible,  that  bis  Royal  Highness  ought  not  to  be 
reinstated  in  a  situation  wnich  he  ought  never  to  have 
filled^  A  great  inconvenience  bad  lesulted  from  ^his  illna* 
lrioa#  rank  as  being  of  tbe  blood*royal,  tbe  aon  of  the 


Kin^^  Had  the'brochecof  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Where  ir 
the  siffojert^  wholeaot  of  the  biood-reyal^  wh^  ooqM  ha>?e 
bopecl  urhe  restored  to  office,  if  removed  from  it  under  chr« 
cmnBtanoes  siiitilat  to  those  under  which  the  Dnke  of  York 
had  resigned  ?  if,  rben^  410  individual^  not  of  the  blood* 
voJNirl,  eotild  hope  to  be  restored  if  he  were  removed  under* 
•och  oMrciMDStances,  it  followed  that  gross  ifijostice  bad  * 
been  done  to  aU  the  oiber  persons  who  had  been  forced  to 
Wf  He  oui  of  offioe  iii  consequence  of  their  having  been  sus- 
peeted  of  improper  practices ;  for  thdse  men  were  removed 
wkfaout  anj  booes  of  return.  The  honourable  gentleman 
kad  dwelt  mo<m  to-night  on  t4ie  general  conduct  of  the 
Ovke  m  the  command  of  the  Army,  the  affection  they  hove 
towards  him,  ihe  admirable  orgoniKation  and  various  checks 
iebich  had  -been  iotroduced  by  him.  These  werci  however, 
Ao  new  topics ;  und  be  therefore  could  not  see  why  they 
fboiAjt  infilaence  the  House  now  to  form  a  diJBK?r.ent  opimon 
on  the  evidence  tlian  what  they  had  come  to' at  the  time  dF' 
the  fnvestigfttion.  *  If.the  good  of  the  Army  was  nowf^ek 
piiramottBt  consideration,  and  iC  was  for  that  ot^ect  alone 
that  <hey  wished  the  Duke  of  York  to  he  i^lored,  be  won* 
defed  how  fliey  cpuid  ever  have  consenjed  that  this  com- 
tiHHid  should  be  taken  away  froin  a  person  whom  they 
<tated  to4>e  so  eminetHfly  qualified  fin*  it ;  and  he  wondered 
«tiH  more  th«t  they  smfld  have  consented  to  transfer  it 
"fiom  the  direction  of 'So  much  vigour  and  ability  to  the  ex* 
treme  of  lieebleneM  whteh  wiis  to-be  expected  from  thc^  ad* 
^iiiftficed  age  of  Sir  David  Dondns.  He  eoilld  not,  bowever, 
'awppose,  even  if  there  was  no  royal  Prince , fit  to  take 
;lhe  ajtuatioit,  thai  England  could  ever  want  men  fit  to  be 
47tnied  with  the  command  qf  the  Army.  .When  serious 
tiiiufses'had  been  brought  againat  the  £>tfk-e,  and  ifivesti* 
'ffeted,  Vhen  his  Royal  Highness  was  ad^i^d  to  withdraw 
-mm- 'the  storm  :  but  now,  Ministers  are  found  fearless 
>cni€ifghto  propose  his  re-instatement.  -Now,  he  would  ptit 
*jt  tomefeelings  of  «ny  meiirt^er  in  thatilouse,  whether,  as 
n-iAnfple  subject  bci'hild  been  removed  from  an  ofice  undi^r 
-Moh  circumstances,  the  iToad  to  re-appointment  would  evei: 
^beopefaed  tohim}  He*  was  convinced  there  was  no  one 
WhO'vKMlId  af)9Wer  in  tiie  afikmative.  He  would  put  it  to 
^4he>fi^r4Mm.  gisbtiemaif ,  tbe-Cbancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
4Hi6s<if)'<trtievber)  ev^n  after  a  verdict  of  acquittal  upoti 
ebarges  brd^^t  against  a'Mioister,  he  eyer  ventared  to 
ffopMB'bril^iwgfMtiitMeman'agaiflit  ittto  office^  A  noHIe 
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^Wd(Loid  Gbatbam)  had  last  year  gone  out  of  office,  and 
^heve  had  been  no  talk  of  his  re-appointmenu    He  fdttbat 
a  painfull  duty  was  now  cast  upon  him  ;  but  such  as  it  waa^ 
he  was  bound  conscientiouslj  to  discbarge  it.    The  nation 
had  lately  b^en  totd  of  victories    gained,   «nd  glorious 
achievements  perfonned,  by  our  armies  in  the  Peninsula. 
He  joined  as  warmly 'aa  any  other  man  in  the  universal 
feeling  of  gratitude  to  those  Generals  whose  valoor  and 
ability  had  gained  those  victories,  which  had  not  been  sur* 
passed  by  any  in  our  history.     He  must,  however,  say. 
that  he  thought  those  victories  very  dearly  boi^ht,,  if  Lord 
Wellington  thereby  conquered  the  House  of  Comwoiis, 
and  obtained  a  triumph  over  the  Constitution.  He  iemem<- 
bered  that  at  the  time  when  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  was 
suspended  in  this  countryi  and  I^rd  Howe  had  gained  a 
victory  over  the  enemy,  Mr«Fox  said,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  be  hoped  the  consequence  of.  the  noble  . 
l4ord*s  victory  would  be  to  secure  our  internal  peace,  and 
reconquer  for  us  the  Constitution  of  the  country*     If  the 
restomtion  of  the  Duke  qf  York  was  to  be  the  consequenoe 
of   Lord  Wellington's  vjctories,   he   thought    thai    the 
country  would  buy  those  victories  dear.     He  was  at  a  losa 
to  conceive  what  could  have .  changed  any  gentleman's 
opinion  upon  this  subject  He  had  looked  with  greatattention 
into  the  Resolutions  wbicb  the  House  hud  adopted,  and 
those  which  were  proposed  for  its  adoptiouy  as  well  as  into 
the  minutes  of  the  evidence,  and  be  could  see  no  reason  to 
alter  the  opinion  he  bad  tbed  formed*    As  .to  the  Resolu* 
tion  *'  that  the  existence  of  such  corrupt  practi<^es  had 
been  fuU/^roved,'* — that  he  had  voted,  and  still  believed.  * 
That  **  those  corrupt  practices  could  not  have  been  carried 
on  for  such  a  length  of  time,  and  to  such  an  extent,  widk» 
out  the  knowledge  of  the  Duke  of  York,*'  was-  another  Re- 
solntion  which  he  bad  voted,  and  whid^  he  still  believed. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  fair,  manly  way  of  proceeding 
wouki  be  fqr  those  who  thought  Parliament  had  then- come 
to  a  wrong  opinion,  to  bring  the  matter  again  before  them' 
fpr  their  re-consideration,  before  they  recommended  the  w* 
instatementof.the  Duke.  For  example,  those  who  MMHigbt. 
.  the  House  had. been  misled,  and  that  the  evidnrnce  waa  im^ 
proper,  might  have  hrst  pointed  put  lo  the  (louse  wberMi 
.they  had  been  nil^ed,  and  called  .upcm.them.to  express  .m 
'  differept  oj'iiaon.    Iftbcy  had  prevailed  upon  fhe  Hoiiaife 
lo  do  so,  tuen  it  vu>uld  be  less  oli^iioiiable  to  r<|opmmead 
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the  re-appoiDtmeDt.    As  to  the  fitness  of  a  persod  of  the 
royal  blood  to  fill  such  an  important  office^  that  was  hitber 
an  abstract  question*  which  he  did  not  now  wtsl^  to  discuss* 
fie  mttst,  how£ver«  say,  that,  great  incoilfenience  bad  re- 
sulted in  the  present  case  from  the  ciroomstanceof  the  very 
lU'astrious  rank  of  the  Royal  Duke.     He»  however,  bad 
never  supposed  that  the  noatters  with  which  the- Duke  was 
ohargcd,  would  justify  his  exclusion  from  the  throne.     On 
the  contrary,  he  had  stated  m  express  terms,  that  he. did 
not  consider  that  the  harshest  of  the  Resolutions  which 
were  submitted  to  the  House  could  have  produced  that  con* 
sequence.     Some  sneers  bad  been  thrown    out   on   the 
manner  in  which  the  charges,  were  brought .  forward;  and 
it  was  insinuated 9  that  the  evidence  had  received  much  dis- 
credit from  circumstances  which  bad  since  transpired,  and 
that  a  great  slur  had  been  thrown  on  the  charact^  of  those 
who  were  principally  instrumenuil  in  bringiniir  forward  tbose 
charges.     He  would  ask,  when,  where,  audliow,  had  thia 
taken  plape  i    All  the  evidence  wbich  wa^"* hinted  at  was 
,  completely,  before  the  public,  and  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  justify  the  imputations  which  were  cast.    He  was.free* 
to  confess,  that  if-be  had  been  a  juryman  on  those  trials,  be 
thought  that  he  siiould  have  given  the  same  verdict  on  the 
evidence  produced  at  those  trials ;  but  was  thai  to  wash  away, 
and  carry  to  the  grave  all  that  immense  mass  of  evidence, 
and  the  many  written  documents  which  were  produced* at 
the  bar  of  the  ,House  ?    Was  there  any  proof  then  .givea, 
that  any  person  on  whose  testimony  those  charges  had 
mainly  been  supported  was  un  worthy  of  credit  in -a  court  of 
justice?     He  could  s^e  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion 
vf}[\\cli  be  had  then,  formed*  and  therefore,  he  should  not 
now  change  bis  vote.     He  conceived  that  a  vote  in  favour 
of  die  conduct  of  Ministers  upon. the   present  occasion 
WQuld  be  burtfpl  to  the  Constitution »  and  disgraceful  to 
tbjB  House  of  (Commons.     It  was  generally  understood  at 
tjie.time^  ,tbat  a  vote  of  censure  was  opiy  suspended  by  the 
resignation  of  his  Royal  Highness*  .  Under  those  circum* 
«tancf»^  it  was  hardly  to  be  conceived  that  Ministers  would 
.bave  proposed  his  re-appointment*  . 
..  .  Mr.  Q.  Adams,  Mr.  Bath^rst,- and  Admiral  Harvey, 
isad^  some  explanations.  .    » 

.  Mr.  Secretary  Ry^tr  thought  it  necessary  for  him  to 
take  his  share  of  ive^pon^ibihty  upon  tliis -occasion,,  and 
shortly  state  h if  .reasons  foi:  advising  the  apppiotjsent. 


MAiob  tabovt,  howetcfi  "bad  been  ^spared  tiim  by  ivhat  had 
&liM,lrMn  hit  riglit  bon.  friend)  <Mr.  BathivrsC).    That 

.{(•oHmmiii  kad  traly  9lAte>d,  t4i«it  no  resc^ltrtiofl  which  paaaed 
-die  Houte*  or  wlitcbbad  any  chance  of  bemg  tf^ived  to». 
inplM  tfau  the  fkike  of  Yorh  wm  never  al  any  future 
iMeiOfetom  to  an  oiBcial  sKuation.  It  had.  indeed,  been 
^xpreaiiv  stated  by  the  rigtrt  hon«  gentleman,  at  that  time» 
that  if  b«s  RoratTiighness  cfni\6  he  advised  at  that  time  to 
mile  froiHofioe,  it  would  atbrd  a  facility  for  bis  return  to 
itat  a  foture  tiioe.    An  hon.  gentleman  <Mr.  Wbitbread) 

-had  atated,  tkmt  uo  circii«n«tancee  had  occorred  since  that  * 
invettigatioci,  wrhich  ought  to  change  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  (fe  believed »  mwever,  <4)at  not  only  the  opintona 
in  that  il#«ne,  bat  the  impression  ou  the  public  mind  had 
been  fery  materiaMy  changed  upon  the  subject  since  that 
tMne.  M  t4ie  evidence  hnd  been  delivered  upon  oath  at 
«l>at  bar,  he  would  have  a  right  to 'Say  that  the  cause  was 
anppnrtcd  by  saboroation  of  perjury.     Such  was  the  lan- 

-^^BfHge  of  a  noble  lord  (Lord  EHenborough)  who  tried  the 
ac«ifins ;  and  who  added,  that  if  the  evidetice  had  been  on 

'oath,  en  Nidictn^nt  for  subornation  of  peijury,  would 
iie  tigaiinsi  tbe  peMon  w^  ao  suborned  thf  witnesses.     His 

^inioR  wns  net  at^ered,  fbr  he  never  bnd  bejieved  a  single 
irifw4  cff  wh9^  eaave  ff*om  the  infiimous  witnesses,  unless 
mfhen  coii4iR»ed  ^  «»ther  evidence-  He  was  sure  the 
ipubUcn»aat  b«vecli««oed  ibeir  sentiments  on  that  subject; 
.nndllist  the  ws*ftpp««ntment  of  (he  Duke  of  York  would  be 
bailed  by  the^vmhtfy  at  large.     Of  this  he  was  absoJotety 

-Of-rwin,  ^knt'thei-e  was  or!e  ]>6fnon  of  the  public,  he  meant 
fhe  A-tn^,'  wUo'^xmW  'be  IvighW  pleased  at  his  return  to 

Jpo\«er*,  and  ya(  It'was  ihe  Army  that  wbiild  have  been  de- 
•grarf^td  «ay  injured  by  rhe  eoitupt  practices  imputed.  If 
aocfc  jwacfiw^  liad'ret^My  ex^ed.  He  then  read  the 
evid«««  rf  j>rd  Wettingtori  nr^uppert-of  the  mentis  of 

lahe  IdiAe^?  Y^A  m  Coriimandef  in  Chief.    When  it  was 

*n*(^<ffy^  then,  to  srfect  a  OoriMnander  in  •Chief,-  the  moit 

'0bta«o  beep 'the  wiry  in  tbi*  higlvest -state  of  efficiency,  be  ' 
Jtnew  no  pe^oa^w^io  cmi^M  be 'a  candidate  for  thai 'Wgb 
office  whose  claims  would  bea*r  tfny  comparison 'to  those  t)f 
ii)it»flayai'44ighness.     (lewas  ready  k)  aUoWythat  ^pow 
general  principles,  it  would  be  more  advis&We  that  liieiHi^ 

•'l)f#sof 'i4iett>yat'f««hi1y  ihbifJd' not  told  ^dnl  Situations  ^ 

'.e»nd'he»bad»fh'etefore  ^otrd  aeJimst  ib*  iMike  of  YoA*s  ap«    • 
|»itt«ttnenjeitu  beoo^-^if^jer  M«J€»ty*8  tTotiDcil,  as  it.  wodd 


fliibjeet  hiia  to  be  exainitnad  at  tbe  bar  of  thut  Hotne,  and 
the  dnties  raisrht  be  performed  fMj  at  well  by  artoUter  ;  but 
as  fa  Kis  appointment  to  the  head  of  tho  Ansy,  ihmt  nas  fef 
4he  ptiblic  good,  and  the  conntfj  nuight  Uoi  thedajTM 
which  he  first  took  the  command. 

Mr.  Lambe  aaid,  that  the  qvestioa^  whether  tqffideaC 

raponmbility  did  or  did  nol  attach  to  pRfBoas  of  the  eknmted  ' 

tank  of  his  Royal  Hi^hne»«  was  a  questtm  foreign  to  th« 

pre^nt  business,  and  which  shovU  miw  be  dtsminad  frtttk 

the  coimderatloti  of  the  House*      His  honoimble  friend 

(Mr.  W  hi  thread)  had  ar^oed  with  ttiU  more  thai|  his  nsuat 

force  on  the  iajdstioe  that  hottbk  individuals  woald  sum 

tain  from  harin/^  the  leturn  to^wer  shut  against  theni 

when  it  was  open  to  a  Royal  Duke  under  eircumatanoca 

piecisely  similar.     There  certaialy  could  aot^  on  the  other 

nand^  be  any  veason  why  iajostioi  should  be  done  to  tha 

DuLe  of  York^  because  justice  was  not  always  done  ta 

others.      He  felt  perfectly  convinced,  that  if  aay  othet 

person  W|m  preseated  to  the  consideration  of  the  Housa 

■ffider    the   very  saaie  ciroumstances  that  the  -Duke  of 

York  stood,  ha  should  vote  for  bis  re-«ppotntnieftt.     Hte 

believed  that  the  noble  lord   (Lord   Milton)  bad,  as  h#  ' 

expressed  if,  felt  this  a  vtry  painfol  taric*     A  paiofal  taalt 

had  devolved  upon  them  all;  and  he  Ooald  not,  withauk 

mat  paid,  reflect  upon  the  violent  prooeediags  againset  tho' 

Duke  of  York,  and  upon  the  votes  which  he  bad  himaelf 

been  persuaded  to  give.    .He  had  at  that  time  voted  on  a 

conviction  whidi  was  then  strong  in  his  mind,  that  a  mora 

complete  investigation  of  the  charges  was  necessary.     IFlia 

had,  however,  then  been  called  vpon  to  say,  ^^  f^uilty  or  no| 

guilty /'-^notwithstanding  the  many  suspicious  and  unex* 

plained  circumstances  in  these  transactions*— notwilhstancU 

ing  it  appeared  that  pecuniary  embarrassments  had  urged 

liim  to  the  very  brink  of  crimiiiaUty,  yet  he  slwuld  have 

iaid   ^^  not  guilty/'      He  certainly  then  wished  that  the 

Duke  should  be  removed  from  his  office;    and  he  did  nat 

knoWi  but  that  the  fear  that  Ministers  intended  to  retain 

him,  might  have  induced  him  to  stit>nger  vr^tes  than  he 

otherwise  would  have  concurred  in. .   He  conceived  that  the 

Duke  had.  been  very  hardly  dealt  with ;  he  had  been  run  down 

by  a  public  cry,  and  charged  with  peculation,  whrvi,  in  £ict, ' 

the  crime  which  lie  had  really  committed,  was  one  not  of 

Kbtic  cognizance,  and  such  a  crime  as  no  other  man  bad 
m  removed  from  a  high  situatiuo  lor  committing.     Ai 
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JoBrbat  was  the  opinion  of  the  Hoi^  formerly,  he  thought 
there,  could  be  no  better  mode  of  ascertaining  it,^than 
bearing  what  was  now  the  opinion  of  the  ^same  House  of 
Connnons  upon  tiiat  question.  The  opinions  of  gentlemen 
at  that  time  might  t)c  ascertained 'by  their  feelings  now. 
He  could  positively  say,  that  for  himself  he  never  intended 
by  any  vote  he  gave  to  preclude  himself  from  giving  an 
opimon  at  a  fnture  time  of  the  propriety  of  the  retam  of 
bis  Royai  Highness  to  office. 

A/r.,  Wynne  had  not  seen  any  thing  in  the  circnmstances 
whi<;h  had  bfen  so  often  alluded  to,  to  make  him  at  alt 
change  that  opinion  which  he  formerly  expressed  by  his 
▼ote.  A  right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated,  that  the 
eon8piracy%  which  had  since  been  proved  had  thrown  a 
shade  over  the  whole  of  the  case,  and  deprived  the  witnesses 
of  any  title  to  credit.  -  He  could  not  at  all"  riew  the  subject 
iir  that  li^ht.  While  the  investigation  wa?, going  on»  he 
always'  sau^  that  the  evidence  of  soch  a  woman  as  Bllrs. 
Clarke  ought  to  be  left  wholly  out  of  their  consideratiptt| 
ifuless  when  it  was  confirmed  by  other  evidence.  Tliera 
were  many  strong  points  of  the  case,  however,  whicb  were 
proved  without  the  testimony  of  Mrs.  Clarke*  The  case  of 
Kennet  did  not  at  all  stand  on  the  evidence  of  MLrs.  ClarkeT 
It  stood  on  the  testimony  of  a  person  of  as  high  character 
as  any  man,  and  upon  the  Duke^s  own  letters.  The  cases  of 
General  Clavering  and  Mr.  Tonyn  did  not  stand  upon  the 
evidence  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  but  upon  the  Duke's  own  letters. 
But  it  had  been  said,  t^at  the  Duke  had  been  now  two  years 
put  of  office,  and  that  this  was  a  sufficient  punishment.  He 
must  deny,  however,  that  the  Duke  bad  received  any  punish* 
ment  at  all.-  If  he  had  received  any  censure  from  the 
Bouse,  tbpn  he  might  have  been  said  to  have  been  forced 
from  his  situation';  but  no  censure  whatsoever  had'been 
voted.  The  Duke  was  simply  advised  by  his  ilriends  to 
resign  his  office,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  vote  of 
censure,  and  as  it  now  appeared  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
iurnin^  again  info  office  at  a  future  time*  He  thought 
that  .the  House  was  called  on  now  to  say  whether  the  Duke 
of  York  had  or  had  not  been  guilty  of  corruption,  and  it 
did  appear  to  him  that  in  Kennel*s  case,  the  corruption  was 
QJearly  proved^  and  that  he  wsis  ch^serviiig  the  censure  of  the 
House.  This  was  a  circumstance  of  cortij^ption,  but  not 
Btriclly  of  corruption  in  his  office ;  and  he  thought  man^ 
faicts  bad  been  proved^  independent  of  his  conduct  io  his 
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ofllce ;  wbicb  made  him  a  yerj  unfit  persoa  to  be  continued 
in  (he  comna»d  of  the  Army.  Althoagh  he  might  not  have 
ttafficked  (mmiotion  in  the  Arai^  for  money,  yet  if  it  ap«. 
]ieared  that  he  had  trafficked  the. interart  that  his  sitoation 
gave  him  for  money,  he  was  unfit  to  hold  a  high  phuMs  in 
the  S(i|te«    Tie  would  venture  to  say,  that  if  any  one  of  hik' 
Majesty's  Ministers  had  been  detected  in  a  transaction  likJEs. 
that  of  Kennet's  case,  In  attempting  for  a  sum  of  money  to 
procure  a  place  for  any  indivioual,  that  Mmister  would  be 
prosecuted  for  it  with  the  utmost  severity.    The  honour- 
aUe  gentleman  (Mr.  Lambe)  bad  said,  that  pecuniary  dis- 
tresses had  ursed  him  to  the  very  brink  of  criminal  Con- 
duct*   It  was  bis  opinion  that  they  iiad  urged  him  beyond 
the  brink, -and  involved  him  in  practices  actually  criminal. 
For  such  practices  as  those,  in  a  man  in  high  trust,  he' 
thought  it  was  no  excuse  at  all  to  set  up  the  weakness  and 
frailty  of  htmian  nature.      Men  who  had  so  large  a  portion 
of  this  weakness  and  frailty  were  not  fit  to  hold  high  Mces 
in  the  State.    Besides  the  evil  they  might  do  themselves, 
their  example  woidd  be  most  dangerous.      He  was  not 

Suite  sure  that  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  Arm^r  about 
le  pereoii  who  was  to  be  their  Commander  ^in  Chief  were 
entitled  to  such  stress  as  had  been  laid  upon  that  argument ' 
by  the  right  honourable.  Secretary.  Pmraps,  it  was  not. 
perfectly  constitutional  to  state  what  was  the  desire  of  the 
Army  upon  sndi  occasions,  as  it  \^  the  dutv  of  Ministere 
to  recommend  the  person  who  appeared  to  them  to  be  the 
most  fit  to  command  the  Army.  As  to  the  evidence  of 
Lord  Wdlington  with  respect  to  the  great  improvements 
vrhich  the  Duke  of  York  had  made  in  the  Army,  he  did 
not  see  how  that  could  now  change  the  opinions  of  those 
w{io  had  heard  the  evidence  before  they  came  to  their 
former  vote.  If  Ministers  really  thought  it  of  such  prodigious 
iaaporfaiooe  to  the  Army  that  the  Duke  of  Vork  should  be 
Ccnimander  in  Chiefi  why  did  thev  advise  his  Majesty  to 
accept  of  his  resignation  i  M«  oomki  not  conceive  how  any 
.  man  thot  really  t^lieved  he  had  known  of  corrupt  practices, 
and  permitted  them,  could  still  think  him  a  fit  person  to  be 
put  at  the  head  of  the  Army.  For  his  own  part,  the  more 
he  eonsideied  the  evidence  which  bad  been  given  on  that 
investigatbn,  the  ipore  satisfaction  he  felt  at  the  rale  he 
had-  then  given;  and  as  hia  opinion  was  unchanged, ^  he' 
ihould  now  support  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord. 

.  Mr.  Barhtitn  rejoiced  that  lie  had  this  opportunity  of ' 
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letiactiog  anrl  ooufeaHng  tboie  emm  ttftdec  wkich  he^ 
with  manj  othen>  laboured  some  time  i^go,  from  the  delo* 
sioo  which  tbea  prevailed.      He  r^araed  the.  Dake  of- 
York  as  a  most  injured  man,  (HeoTy  ie«r !)  and  (heiefom 
lejoiced  al  the  opportunity  now  afforded  of  making  some 
amends  for  the^  injustice  that  bad  been  done  him.    ThS 
X)ake  had  beca  censured  with  a  aeferity  beyond  enmple. 
Re  (Mr.  fi.)  wfs  not  one  of  those  who  went  farthest  in  ibeU 
▼otes  against  the  I)uke  of  York,  and  he  was  one  who  fofw 
tunately  escaped  those  deluded  thanks  that  were  voted  toao 
many  gentlemen  frpn|  one  end  of  the  cpnntry  to  the  other. 
But  be  would  now'do  all  in  his  power  to  repnir  the  injustice 
that  had  been  already  donei  thinking  that  the  dignity  of  • 
public  body,  as  well  as  that.ofan  individual,  consislod  iM 
acknowledging  an  errof,  not  ii^  peabting  in  it.    The  nobfe 
Xord  had  talked  of  the  appointment  l>eing  an  attack  on  the 
dignity  of  the  House  ;  but  to  oonfess  an  error,  was  not  to 
descen  from  one's  dignitjr,  but  rather  to  nuiintain.it*    The  • 
example  of  what  took  place  two  years  ago,  ought  to  operate 
as  a  warning  to  the  House  to  be  on  their  guard  i^atnst 
«uch  sudden  gusts  pf  public  opinion  as  then  prevailed* 
When  the  public  mind  was  fixed  and  permanent  nn  any 
subject,  then  that  Hou&e  shofuld  follow  its  guidance^  but 
should  pot  too  rapidly  folkiw  on  every  ^sudden  impulse* 
In  fa^,  there  appeared  to  exist  at  the  tim^  a  sort  of 
epidemic  disorder,  a  species  of  Puritan  manim;  as  if  that 
House  were  to  be  the  cenaora  of  private  life,  as  well  as  of 
official  conduct ;  a  part  for  which  thOT  weie  entirely  unfit. 
For  his  part,  he  wished  that  the  noble  tiwd's  motion  shonld ' 
not  merely  meet  witb  a  negative ;  but  that  some  resolatioii 
•hottl4  be  adopted  expressive  of  a  desiie  to  do  justice  to  the 
character  of  a  man  who,  he  verily  beUeved^  had  been  groasl jr 
iiguied.  ' 

Mr.  fonumtiy  wo^ld  detain  fhe  Hoqse  very  diortJhf 
white  h^  assigned  his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  smuM  give 
that '  nighV  Be  had  &o  difficulty  in  reconciliaf  the  Tots 
wtiicb  ^e  should  now  give  with  that  which  he  had 
given  on  a  former  ocoasiofi.  ]tle  had  Toted  against  tke 
resolutioti  which  dedarad  that  the  Duke  had  pmiicipated 
IB  OF  connived  at  corruption ;  he  had  then  attributed  to  his 
Boyal  Hig^naBs  qaljr  a  certain  degree  dfnegUgeooe  in  h« 
high  office?/  He  remained  of  thai  opinioosiUI;  heslitt 
thought  him  chargeable  with  ni^B^li^etice  then,  and  ^^' 
AoiM  find  ma  dinlGuity  aa  eaeoncilmg  that  dpinioa  vfith 
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fcv  vote  this  nigtkt.  He  was  fer  from  thinking  that  nofhinjf 
%faich  bad  happened  sinoe  the  idvestigation  had  afiected  the 
nature  of  the  eridenoe  that  Wa9  then  given :'  for -when  the 
firiocipttl  witnaa  mis  asked  at  this  bar^  she  answered. 
Me  had  received  no  consideratkMi  for  her  evidence;  ,and 
afterwards  tUt  swore  in  another  €onrt,  that  she  had 
teoeived  a  eonsideratiofi.  (Hear^  heearl)  He  might  be 
milowed  io  know  something  of  the  nature  of  evidence,  and 
4t  was  really  new  doctrine  to  him  to  hear  it  stated,  that 
such  a  circumstance  as  that  made  no  alteration  in  the 
evidence.  It  was  quite  impossible  to  say,  that  where  the 
^principal  witness  had  been  so  shaken  in  cledibtlity,  it  made 
tio  alteiBtion  whatever  in  the  complexion  of  the  cas^.  It 
had  been  saM,  io  his  no  small  surprise,  that  the  Duke  of 
York  bad  suffered  no  punishment  by  his  testgnation.  He 
9ras  one  of  those  who  thought  at  the  tiAie,  that  the  Duke 
ought  to  be  removed  from  his  ofice,  in  consequence  o^ 
the  evidence  which  appeared.  His  restgnatibn  was  in  facet 
m  removal,  and  imide  in  conteitoplation  of  what  was  nearly 
the  universal  sense  of  the  House  and  the  countr|r.  B\d 
what  dkl  the  noble  Lord's  Rcsoiniion  say  ?  Why,  it  went 
to  the  perpetual  exdusipn  of  the  Duke  of  Yoik ;  for  no 
Administr^ttion  would  venture  to  replace  him  in  office,  in  th6 
face  of  such  a  Resolution  as  that.  "Woiddthe  House  be 
justified  in  adopting  a  measure  of  such  grs^t  severity  ?  His 
KfiQral  Highness  was  guilty  of  great  indiscretion  :  but  the 
whole  accusatioti  rested  on  'the  testhnony  (Of  one  witnei^^ 
^b,  it  appeared,  had  received  a  vduable  consideration 
for  her  evidenoe,  and  yet  denied  it  at  their  bar.  This  very 
denial  implied  a  consciousness' tlat' the  consideration  wa^ 
received  for  improper  purposes.  (Hear,  hear !)  He  Would 
not,  theit^ore,  pass  a  sentence  of  perp^ual  exdusion,  nor 
vfeil  the  oflfence  with  such  severity. " ,  What  I  doiild  it 
M^lly  be  said  that  Htm  Duk«  of  York  was  not  {)unished  ?-« 
thait  he  bad  not  suffered  the  severest  mortification  P  Wasf 
it  no  punishment  that  the  Son  of  the  King  should  be  re« 
inovea  from  the  head  of  that  Army  which  was  the  glory  6( 
the  country — that  he  should  be  forced  to  fly  into  retirement 
Ibom  the  severity  of  public  censure  ?  Where  wAs  the  maa 
who  possessed  any  of  thie  high  spirit  of  an  Engiishman,  who 
iwould  not  say,  that  all  this  was  one  ofthe  severest  pimish'^ 
nents  that  Could  possibly  be  inflicted  ?  The  Duke  of  Yofl:« 
Ihen^  Jiad  been  puwished  already ;  and,  in  his  mind,  he  haa 
been  punished  enough.  Thinking  so,  he  fHt  himself  com^ 
pellea  to  abstain  from  voting  with  his  noble  friend,  though 
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he  moftt  applaud  tbe  noUe  dbpotUion  which  his  conductr 
flBanireftted,  and  that  hieh  semie  of  dtify  which  ia  thenoblr 
Lord  was  superior  to  all  other  consideratioBS* 

Sir  R-ands  Burdttt  said,  he  should  feel  great  satisfiictioo^ 
if  any  injunr  had  been  done  by  bb  means  to  any  peison,  te 
endeaTonring  to  do  all  in  his  pother  to  remedy  it*  Bi^t  \m 
the  present  case,  as  he  still  continued  to  see  it  in  tbe  sama 
li^ht  in  which  he  had  formerly  done,  and  as  he  bad  formerlj 
f  tven  his  vote  by  no  means  on  tbe  evidence  of  that  witness 
who  bad  been  so  mUch  spoken  of  this  nicht,  and  who^  he 
would  sayi  was  never  looked  upon  in  tbe  House  as.  a  witness 
of  credibility,  he  could  see  no  ground  for  opposing  the 
present  motion*  Had  it  not  been  for  the  documents  which 
were  then  produced,  which  it  was  impossible  lo  mistake, 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  instituted  the  charge,  in* 
stead  of  being  wie  to  raise  what  is  now  called  a  ddusion, 
would  have  been  compelled  la  retire  from  the  House  in 
disgrace.  It  was  to  biro,  therefore,  perfectly  astonishing, 
that  the  evidence  reroainiug  precisely  at  present  what  il 
was  then,  those  gentlemen  who  formerly  voted  Mainst  tbe 
Duke,  should  now  think  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
are  in  any  wise  altered.  Those  who  maintain  any  such 
aiteratbn  have  never  thought  proper  to  fioinl  out  any^ 
except  what  reganfed  that  discreditable  witness  whose  testi- 
mony was  never  received  in  the  House*  He  remembered  aa 
honourable  gentkman  had  said,  that  her  evidence  was  not 
such  as  that  he  would  have  whipped  a  dog  on  it ;  and  this 
statement  was  received  by  tbe  llouse  with  acdamation. 
But  could  they  forget  the  letters  which  were  produced  ? 
He  would  mention  only  General  CUvering  and  Captain 
Tonyn*  A  great  deal  liad  been  said  of  conspiracy ;  but  if 
any  thing  like  a  conspiracy  ever  took  place,  it  was  tbe  con* 
duct  of  tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  over  tbe  way  (the 
Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer)  in  attempting  to  suppress  the 
note  of  Tony n.  (Hearl).  He  thought,  after  what  stood 
on  their  Journals,  the  House  could  not  avoid  expressing 
their  disapprobation  at  tbe  re-appointment  of  tbe  Duke. 
He  was  astonbhed  at  the  manner  in  which  the  Ouke  of 
York  had  been  attempted  to  be  defended*  In  bb  opinion 
these  defences  were  the  strongest  accusations  which  were 
brought  against  him* '  An  honourable  Member  had  stated^ 
that  he  was  in  pecuniary  distrfsses*  It  would  appear  frooa 
him.  that  ha  was  somewhat  in  the  situatioa  o(f  the  needy  maa 
^0  toe  tragedy  of  DoHglas^ 
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Who  has  teen  befter  daTs'; 
One  whom  distress^  has  spited  with  the  world. 
— — ^ — Whom  tempting  fiends  wo«M  pitch  upon 
To  do  fuch  deeds  as  make  the  prosperous  mun 
Hold  up  bn  bands*  and  wonder ; 
And  such  a  man  was  I. 

And  inch  a  man  was  the  Duke  ^f  York.    An  honourable 
Member  of  the  AclministnitioD  said  the  Duke  had  winked  at 
oorruption.    Nothing  more  than  this  waa  ever  stated ;  and 
if  this  waa  admitted  by  his  friends,  it  appeared  (o  him  in- 
comprehensible  that  any  roan  could  bring  hitnself  to  think 
thai  anv  thing  had  siqoe  taken  place  to  produce  any  altera^ 
tion.    Nothing  was  changed  except  according,  to  the  old 
tayii^,  tempora  mutaniur.    An  honourable  gentleman  had 
statedTtbem  to  have  been  led  away  by  a  popular  delusion^ 
and  espceased  himself  g)ad  of  an  opportunity  tq  mpke  his 
contrition.    For  his  part  he  could  feel  no  contrition  for  tha 
part  which  be  had  formerly  taken— he  could  see  nothing;  to 
repent  of.    He  thought  his  l^oyal  Highness  had  been  dealt 
with  as  leniently  as  pdssible*    It  was  no  doubt  improper  to 
be  led  away  by  popular  opinion  from  tbe  sound  |iart  which 
every  asan  was  bound  to  take— *and  th^re  were  cases^  when  it 
aiigbt  be  proper  to  resist  the  civium  ardor  pravajubcntium  / 
but  it  ought  to  be  shewn  that  the  objects  here  wished  for  by 
the  public  were  prenyl.    Public  opinion,  in  his  opinion,  was 
by  no  means  to  oe  despised ;  and  those  who  had  the  manage- 
ment 4>f  the  public  affairs  would  find  the  public  opinion  no 
small  assistance  to  them.    However,  if  he  had  allowed  him^ 
self  to  have  been  \pi  away  by  this  public  opinion  from 
expressing  the  dictates  of  bis  own  mind,  he  should  indeed 
think  himself  bound  to  express  his  contrition  at  present. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  originated  the  accusation, 
hadj  in  his  opinion,  performed  his  duty,    it  bad  been  said 
the  Duke  of  York's  case  was  a  hard  case.      It  was  not 
so  bard.     Harder  than  this  had  happened  before.      The 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  who   had  put  down  a  rebellion^ 
and  ac<]|uired  military  laurels,  was  obli^l  to  retire  with  dis* 
grace  frotn  the  army,  for  the  Convention  of  Closter-Seveft, 
and  though  nothing  had  been  ever  advanced  against  his 
moral  character,  it  hod  never  occurred  to  any  one  to  re- 
place bim#     A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  the  Duke  of 
York V  merits  at  the  War-office,     He  did  not   wish    to 
speak  against  his  merits ;  but,  ^en  allowiog  them  to  be  what 
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bad  been  8<a'ecl|  he  did  not  wer  thej  could  barif  tbe  efiect  of 
doin^'aivay   bis  practices.    HesnoQldlhciefore  moei  cor* 
dially  support  the  motion  of  the  aobl^  Iioid.    Much  had 
been  said  about  the  prapriety  of  allowinfp  the  office  of  Com* 
mandef  in  Cliief  to  oe  nlled  by  a  person  in  so  high  a  station  ; 
and  he  could  not  biit  think  that  in  our  Army,  T¥here  theie 
Vere  so  few  persons  of  distinction,  H  was  a  hardship  thai 
they  were  excluded  from  that  rank*    They  were  to  recollect, 
that  all  the  evidence  was  not  connected  with  Mrs*  Clarke. 
ile  could  not  help  thinking,  that  what  had  been. stated  for 
Aha  sake  of  wounding  the  leelings  of  an  hononrabh^  Member, 
was  not  so  conclusive  as  hadl^n  imagined*  ^  Mrs.  Clarke 
swore  a  debt  against  herself  into  the  pockets  of  these  swin- 
dlers with  whom  she  had  been  before  connected,  and  which 
(hey  could  not  hare  got  off  by  other  means.    He  drd  not 
tnean#4o  say,  however,  that  the  Jury  did  wrong.    Them 
Were  other  favourites  besides  Mrs.  Clarke— «  Mrs.  Suther-^ 
land  also,  who  had  been  the  means  of  injuring  a  tteritorions 
Officer  in  the  career  of  his  service. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  ohseryed,  that  the  principal  grounds 
on  which  the  motion  was  supported  were,  that  the  Duke  of 
York's  re*appoihtmeDt  was  against  the  dignity  of  the  Hbuse^ 
in  consequence  of  the  vote  which  Ihe^  had  come  to  at  the 
close  of  the  investigation,  and  that  it  was  also  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people  at*  large.  The  conduct  of  Minis- 
tersi  he  contended,  could  not  be  construed  into  a  contempt 
of  the  House  \  for  where  was  the  vote  which  made  the  ap* 
poiniment  an  insult?  and  in  his  conscience,  be  believed  that 
measure  perfectly  agreeable  to  public  opinion.  Since  1809 
a  great  deal  had' transpired  to  change  the  current  of  public 
sentiment.  The  public  had  had  time  to  get  cool  out  of  that 
fever  of  agitation,  which  was  studiouily  excited;  there  was 
not  a  man,  he  believed,  who  would  not  tell  you  that  public 
opinion  had  uvaterially  changed ^  Nay,  could  not' the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  WarcIIe)  whom  he  saw  in  his 
place,  and  whom  he  expected  lo  have  heard  this  nighty 
could  not  he  tell  them  that  be  felt  and  knew  that  a  very 
material  change  had  taken  place  in  the  public  mind? 
{Loud  crin  of  near!  hear !)  An  honourable  Baronet  had 
said  that  he  knew  of  nothing  like  a  conspiracy  in  the  con-- 
duct  of  tj[^e  business.  In  contradiction  to  this,  he  should 
only  tnention  a  single  circumstance.  Was  it  not  proved 
In  a  Court  of  Justice,  that  the  main  and  principal  witness 
had  received  promises,  and  did  receive  bribes^  as  a  consi-^ 
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rfrralioQ  for  hfK  evMence?  (ffriir!)  If  the  honourable 
Bsrooct  admitted  these  faots,  his  ideas  of  conspiraey  mutt 
be  very  different  from  thoae  of  other  mta^  if  be  denied  that 
tbe  conspiracj  existed. 

Mr.  R.  Thornton  said^  he  should  take  up  but  a  few  mo* 
neolB  while  he  expressed  his  satisfaction,  that  the  House 
Mid  the  cbomry, after  the  developeraent  of  many  facts»  could 
Haw  give  a  just  verdict  io  r^rd  to  the  public  tronduct  of 
the  Duke  oi  York.  Misguided  claipour  had  subsided,  and 
feasoa  bad  returned.  The  Duk«  of  York  had  not  been  dia* 
miBsed  by  tbe  House^  as  was  Fepresented — he  had  dismissed 
bimself,  without  being  compelled  t6«  do  so  by  any  vote  of 
the  House*  H  b  restoration  to  office  would  gratify  the  A  rmy, 
aod  mortify  our  enemies;  and  be  did  not  see  that  any  thing 
could  more  contribute  to  satisfy  the  public  at  large,  thau 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  our  brave  defenders  so 
loudly  caifed  for.  The  country  was  ready  to  throw  the 
veil  of  oblivion  oio  wh*t  it  was  the  duty  and  interest  of  the 
coiTntry  to  forget;  and  the  Regent,  who  united  the  people 
ftt  large  into  one  family,  was  well  sid vised  by  his  Minister8| 
foigivehis  Royal  protection  to  the  Duke  of  .York,  who  had 
alone  dismissed  mmself  from  his  situation,  and  ^lose  ser« 
yices  were  so  universaHy  acknowledged  while  he'  filled  the 
office  oC Commander  in  Chief. 

Aff,  fF.  Smithy  shortly  stated  his  reasons  for  voting  in 
sapport  of  the  motion.  His  opinion  of  the  misconduct  of 
the  Dmi^fi  of  York  was  not  so  much  fonoded  on  the  testis 
piony  of  the  prominent  witness,  as  on  the  collateral  cireum^ 
stances  which  unexpectedly  came  out  during  the  inquiry. 
!rhe  discrediting  of  Mrs.  ClarkeV testimony,  therefore,  did 
not  aifect^tbe  vote  he  gave  on  that  occasion.  He  agreed 
jthat  bis  Royal  Highness  had  already  suffered  a  severe  pu-* 
nishnseoty  and  be  did  not  wish  for  his  perpetual  exclusion. 
His  ofa^tiof»s  to  the  appointment  lay  within  a  small  com* 
pass:  the  principal  one  was,  that  it  was  nhadvisaUe,  be* 
cause  with  the  vote  which  stood  on  the  journals  of  the_ 
.|iotise»  and  which  implied  that,  as  the  Dake  had  resigned^. 
-  there  was  no  occasion  for  tbe  House  proceeding  to  any  far* 
tfaer  dedsmi  on  the  question.  The  manly  way  of.  acting 
would  bave  been  for  any  gentleman  who  was  friendly  to 
•uch  an  appointment,  to  rise  up  in  th^  House  before  it  took 
^oe,  and  propose  that  the  above  vote  should  either  be  re- 
scinded or  modified.    Tbe  sense  of  the  House  wouM  thus 
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bsve  been  taken  before  the  appoinuneot  totk  phoe.  Tbit 
was  the  proper  modct  io  bis  opinion ;  but  while  tbe  tola 
to  whicU  he  alluded  stood  on  their  joarnalst  be  sbonid  feel 
himself  bound  to  TOte  in  iavour  of  the  motion  of  the  nobk 
Loid. 

JUr.  CoHning  said,  that  in  all  ordinary  cases  of  propouig 
a  censure  opoo  the  advisers,  of  the  Crown,  a  strong  case 
was  requirel  to  he  made  oUf,  that  the  onus  of  proving  that 
there  was  something  wrong  in  the  appointment  was  thiowii 
upon  those  who  proposed  the  censure.  Thai  the  power  of 
,  appointing  to  the  high  offices  of  State,  belonged  oonscitii* 
tionail?  to  the  Crowu  would  not  bo  denied;  neither  ooald  k 
be  saici  that  the  exercise  of  that  power  could  with  nioprietj 
be  called  in  question,  vnless  it  appeared  that  there  was 
something  wrong,  or  a  suspicion  ot  something  wrongs  in 
tlie  appomtment.  The  question  then  was^  whether  that 
House  was  to  pass  a  censure  upon  the  advisers  of  the  late 
appointment^  or  upon  the  object  of  it^  by  conoaning  in  the 
tn/tion.  If  on  the  latter,  what,  he  would  ask,  became  of 
all  the  arguments  of  those  who,  in  the  most  vindictive  votes 
which  tbey  hud  formerly  supported,  denied  that  they  had 
supported  any  re'^ltttion  which  would  amount  to  a  perpe* 
tuiif  exclusion  of  the  Dake  of  York  from  the  office  of  Com* 
xnander  in  Chief?  If  it  was  not  right  that  his  Hoyal  Higlw 
ness  should  he  appointed  now,  when  a  vacancy  had 
occurred  in  the  office,  at  what  time  would  it  be  right?  If 
after  two  years  of  expiation  he  ought  not  to  be  restofed  to 
office,  after  what  period  of  expiation  ought  he  to  be  restored 
into  an  office  for  which  he  bad'roore  than  common  talents  } 
It  had  been  argued,  that  it  formed  an  additional  ground  of 
censure,  (bat  the  Prince  Reysnt  had  been  advised  to  make 
this  appointment  dufing  the  sitting  of  the  same  Parliament 
which  had  passed  the  previous  resolutions  on  the  snhiea  of 
the  Duke  of  York's  conduct;  yet  so  far  was  he  from  oon« 
curring  in  tliis  opinbn,  that  he  thought  the  circumstance 
an  extenuation,  if  the  aa  even  were  censmrable.  .  It  was 
undoubtedly  an  extenuating  circnoMtance*  that^  advising 
the  appointment.  Ministers  had  not  availed  themselves  of 
the  facility  of  effecting  it  during  a  recess,  without  the  dan- 
ger of  its  being  immediately  called  in  question;  and  that 
they  had  resorted  to  the  measure  pending  the  sitting  of  the 
same  Parliament  which  bad  voted  the  former  res^utions. 
If  that  Parliament  had  been  dissolved,  and  • 
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FkrltBinent  dalled  upon  to  fgscind   the  riesblutions  it  had 
pBssedj  he  would  allow,  that  sut^h  a  course  might  be  liable 
fo  the  objecjtion  which  had  been  urged.     He  would  admit^ 
that  it  w^as  allowable  to  look  back  to  former  proceediags,  in 
^rdcr  to  cooatrue^  by.  referring  to  the  opinions  then  deli^ 
▼ered',  what  was  the  intention  of  the  Houde.    The  Etesola^ 
tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  (Mr« 
B&thurit)'  he  looked  upon  as  tlie  most  severe  of  alt;  and  he 
thought  it  a  considerable  aberration  on  the  part  of  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  (without  meaning  ofenccf)  with 
his  acute  and  practical  mind  to  suppose  that  such  a  resolu-^ 
tion  could  remain  a  single  day  oo  ineir  journals,  without  its 
producing  the  eflfect  of  naving  the  Duke  of  York  driven  in 
disgrace  from  his  office.     Yet  that  K  solution  bad  been  re* 
jeet^d,  atid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himself  haj 
denied  that  any  such  effect  was  iti tended  by  bim»    Some 
fefonoorable  gentlemen,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  haci 
argued  this  motion,  seemed  to  think  themselves  at  liberty  to 
go  into  the  larset  question,  as  to  the'propriety  of  appoint* 
ing  a  Prihce  of  the  blood  to  any  office  of  responsibility.  The 
question  was  large,  but  he  Would  not  consent  to  decide  ii 
it)  tiie  person  of  the  Duke  of  York.     He  h^d  before  stated)^ 
9nd  should  then  repeat;  that  a  denbefrative  opinion  of  the 
artnjr  ought  not  to  be  consid(ered  by  that  House;  not  that 
He  valued' the  Opinion  of  such  an  army  as  we  had  less  than 
Other  gentlemen ;  but  that  to  suffer  them  to  influence  the 
(fetib'erations  of  that  House  would  be  to  endanger  the  Con* 
Aittition.     He  should  oppose  the  motion  on  the  grounds 
that  the  Duke  of  York  was  as  eligible  to  the  office  of  Com^ 
ihander  in  Chief  as  an^  other  subject— that  he  was  pecu- 
liarly "fitted  for  that  office — that  a  vacancy  had  occurred 
previ6ud'tO  his  appointment-^that  there  was  nothmg  in  the 
recorded  opinion  of  that  Hbuse  to  show  that  he  may  not 
li^ld  that  office — and  that  there  was  much  in  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  former  ot^casion  to  show  that  it  had  been  the 
wish  of  the  House *to  guard  against  such  a  construction.  He 
Aould,  therefore,  oppose  the  motion. 

jifn  Jfitrdle  observed,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
'hare  said  a* word  upon  this  question,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the*  allusions' which  had  been  made  to  transactions  subse-^ 
quent  to  the  investigation/and  in  consequence  of  the  parti- 
cular and'persbnal  call  which  had'  been  made  upon  him  by 
aw  honoorablf  gentiemait  opposite  (Mr.  M.  Siittori).    An 
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honourable  Member  (Mr«  Secretary  Ryder)  had  alluded  to 
certain  expressions  which  had  been  made  use  of  by  the 
CbieF  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  in  one  of  the  trials  which 
bad  taken  place  before  him.  He  admitted  that  the  word» 
quoted  might  have  been  used ;  but  he  would  inform  that 
ri^ht  hooourable  gentleman,  that  the  Chief  Justice  had 
held  opinions  in  the  course  of  that  trial  which  he' afterwards 
abandoned. .  The  learned  Judge  would  at  first  not  allow 
any  allusions  to  what  had  taken  place  in  that  House,  yet' 
subsequently,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  had  himself  alluded 
to  what  he  supposed  to  have  fallen  from  hiui  (Mr.  Wardle) 
in  that  Hou<:e,  which  upon  a  reference  to  the  evidence 
Would  be  found  not  to  have  been  said  by  him*  On  the  trial 
of  Mr.  Cobbcit  afterwards^  that  learned  Judge  ^vould  not 
allow  of  any  allusiun  to  be  made  to  what  passed  in  that 
House;  and  iMr  Cobbett,  when  making  it,  nad  been  stop- 
ped  in  bis  defence.  Much  had  been  said  with  regard  to  a 
witness  who  had  been  examined  on  the  investigation,  as  to 
her  having  been  bribed  to  give  testimony  which  she  after- 
wards contradicted  on  her  oath;  but  at  the  time  wlien  she 
Was  giving  such  contrudiction,  she  was  a  rich  pensioner  of 
400/.  per  annum,  besides  having  also  received  a  very  coosi* 
derable  sum  of  money,  and  it  was  for  those  who  gave  her 
this  pension,  and  considerable  sum  of  money,  to  state  for 
.what  services  they  had  been  given  to  her.  With  respect  to 
anothet*  witness  who  had  given  testimony  on  the  trial,  Da- 
niel Wright,  he  should  stale  one  fact:  that  he  brought  an 
at  tion  against  the  Editor  of  a  newspaper,  for  publishioff  a 

Eaiagriiph  representing  him  as  a  perjured  witness,  and  laid 
is  damages  at  1 ,000/«  To  that  action  the  Editor  entered, 
a  ple«^  of  justification;  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
Wright  had  withdrawn  his  action,  P^jing  his  own  cos^. 
A  paper  had  been  the  day  preceding  put  into  his  hands,  re- 
asserting the  charge  of  perjury.  As  to  the  other  witness, 
who  hati  been  attorney  to  Mrs.  Clarke,  he  bad  to  state,  that 
Mr.  Allc-y,  his  counsel,  had  asserted  at  a  public  dinnei^ia 
the  ciiy,4hat  that  pcrrtton  bad  stated  at  his  table  what  was 
contrary  to  what  he  ^wore  on  the  trial.  He  had  thought  it 
necessary  to  state  these  facts  to  the  JHouse,  and  should 
not  trouble  tlicm  with  any  farther  observations  at  that 
hour  •       , 

Lord  Milton  had  but  a  few  words  to  address  to  the  House. 
An  honourable  Member  (Mr*  Barham)  hai^  said^  that  he 
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was  rejoiced  that  this  motion  had  been  brought  f<!>rward,  as 
it  wotttd  give  the  House  an  opportunity  to  retrace  its  steps, 
and  atone  for  its  foroier  error.  He  was  glad  to-  give  that 
bonpurable  gentleman  this  satisfaction.  The  honourable 
Member  had  asserted  tdo,  that  during  the  former  proceed* 
irfgs  there  was  a  kind  of  fever  in  the  public  mind*  a  puritO' 
mania  J  which,  bj  the  delusion  it  created,  led  to  the  errors 
which  he  wished  to  retract.  If  be  (Lord  Milton)  had  acted 
on  that  occasion  from  such  a  delusion^  he  would  be/eady, 
with  the  honourable  Memb^r^  to  retrace  his  steps;  but  he 
had  formed  his  opinion  in  that  instance  as  a  juror,  and  w|lh 
the  same  solemnity  as  if  he  had  been  on  oath ;  and  it  was 
because  nothing  had  since  happened  to  change  the  opinion 
he  then  formed  that  he  came  forward  with  his  present 
motion. 
'A  division  then  *ook  place :«» 


For  tiie  Motbn 
Against  it     - 
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The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of. 
Adjoorned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS.     .  - 

FRIDAY^   JUNE  7. 

The  House  met^t  an  early  hour,  in  a  Oommitt^  of  Pri- 
Tileges  on  the  Berkeley  Peerage,  and  sat  till  near.  six.  T^o 
persons  of  tlie  nam^  of  Farren  pnd  Hickes,  witnesses  in  this 
/claim,  were  committed  to  Newgate  for  gross  prevarication 
in  giving  their  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the  House*  Th(& 
farther  consideration  of  this  case  was  adjourned  till  to* 
morrow.  .  '  ' 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  Roxburgh  cause  was  abo 
deferred  till  to«morrow. 

BATTLE  OF   ALBUEI^A. 

TA«  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose,  and  said,  that  whatever  dif« 
ferences  of  opinion  might  sometimes  occur  in  questions  of 
this  nature*  he  could  anticipate  none  on  the  present  occa« 
sion.    The  higliest  honour  that  could  be  paid  to  the  exer* 


^Bt  ofour  navy,  were  to  be  fupnd  id  the  tbaidLSof  xhp 
parliaoieDty  and  the  approbatioD  of  the  Sovereign,  wbieb 
Va»  so  felt  by  them  to  whom  such  approbatioo  was  gi?en* 
Jie  knew  aUo^  from  former  e^cperience,  that  ii  was  a  tribote 
to  departed  merit  most  grateful  to  the  sanriving  friends  aail 
relatives  of  those  who  fell  in  their  country's  service :  a  coag- 
ulation that  much  alleviated  their  regret.     An  attention  to 
diis  natural  feeUni^  was^ieciiiiarly  applicable  in  the  present 
instaucet  considering  the  nature  of  the  conflict,  the  magni- 
Itu'le  of  the  losg^  and.  all  the  other  circumstances  of  the  af^ 
^air*    A  peculiar  feature  in  this  action  likewise  called  for 
j^atticular  attention.    Though  the  great^  severitpr  of  the 
^ction  fell  on  the  British  troops,  yet  ii  was  a  battle  |o  which 
fiot  only  Brit  sh,  but  Portuguese  and  Spaniards  shared  the 
dangers  and  calories  of  the  day;     Though  the  army  was 
thus  composed  of  three  nfitionsj  vet  we  had  seen  a  pejpfcct 
cordiality  among  the  officers,  and  a  similar  courage  and 
perseverance  in  the  troops.     The  enemy's  object  was  on^ 
of  grea^  importance;  no  less  than  raising  the  blockade  and 
siege  of  Badajoz ;  in  which  attempt,  if  successful^  he  would 
have  compelled  tite  allies  to  retreat  behind  the  Guadiana* 
For  this  purpose  he  had  collected  all  his  disposable  force 
in  the  south   of  Spain,  and'  advanced  against  the  allied 
army.    The  details  of  the  business  were  before  their  Lord- 
ships, who  had  seen,  tl;at  eariy  in  the  day  the  severity  of 
the  attack  fell  chiefly  on  the  Spanish  force- ;  whose  steady 
'  vaIour»  if  not  crowned  with  success,  showed  a  resistance 
which  was  a  proof  of  the  innate  valour  of  that  gallant  na* 

iion,  and  an  earnest  of  still  greater  exertions.  When  the 
le^t  wa^  gai^  by  the  Fi;eoch9  the  efior^  of  our  troops 
jfrete  such  in  regaiaiog  it  as  lo  e^val  the  gneaJ^pt  ejicamptes 
^v.f r  afforded  ofmartiai  prowess.    Tb^  had  latelv  bad  se^ 

Serai  ppportMnities  of  observing  what  waa  the  gallant  cosh 
net  of  briuah  troops :  but  from  aU  the  private  letters  which 
J|iui<l  reached  this  counit^,  tl)e  victory  tl^p  under  considerik 
tion  exhibited  traits  of  individual  character  which  weiv^ 
j^oofs  'pf  coioplete  lieroism.  The  eorps  of  British  troops, 
amounting  to  8,000  men,  were  detfrmin^  9ot  to  be  coor 
queredl  The  General  himself,  in  bis  various  experience^ 
had  never  seen  a  parallel  to.  their  e0brts.  It  must  be  most 
graxifyiw  tp  coptqQiplfAe  the  exceUept  conduct  of  our 
plli^.  &ery  pccasiou  landed  siill  farther  to  show  the  gopd 
^aots  of  that  discipline  which  General  Sir  W.  B^resGojii^ 
hii  JQfcc94#Qc4  aodi  pa^ri^d  tp  §»  bigl^  %  pitch  ^ifiong  ^ 


PoriuguQ^f .    After  the  batlie  of  B«»co^'  k  "mm  ^Mnwil  «d 
^a^,,toat^Uhaiigb  in  ilut  8tix^«g  ^p^siiiw  tbe  iPoiiogiic^ 
xlid  tbc^ir  dutj ;  yet  .when  they  4*bpuld  coim  4t  fine  an 
«'Demy  in  th^  field,  they. mi^bt  4i9t  ^iKiooed  le^ual  to  the 
oexpec^alions  that  oinny  had  .formed  of  4bem.,     lii  ahUcafie 
ihey  urcM^  peculiarly  tried,  and  theve  W^fi  (the  ^ti^qniy  of 
Jibe  Geo^raU  and  co^aoy  Offic^%»  for^^^Uig/  ll^  <bey  «>*- 
ncQUvred  in  .tb^  face  of  iheeMs^y'^  ftre  in  n  lAAriiAereqsJ 
to  the  British  ti:aop(i.    There  w»s  the  same  grotHud  of  jamif 
^cation  la  the  iconduct  of  the  Spaqish  tro<]^s,    Xf,  imforrii* 
fi'diely^  thece  was  any  focmer  i^rotKid  of  regfieit,  Aheocciviiaii 
had  now  occurred,  when  Spanish  and  Br>iiUli  itroopt  tuti 
yaited  wjth  the  utmc^t  cordidiiy)  im4  cqDqHei:<iil.    Thje 
e.Qea)yJiiid  /uiiled  in  i^is  obJ€x:t;'had  befn  repoJiaQd  ami 
))een  cc«^iled  to  i:eiire  with  tevere  lo^s.    Sy  the  jndidotp 
jirrao^mepiy  of  our  GeaerisU  before  ibe  batUo  iiwk  fiadXp 
^e  .enemy  wpjB  ^prevented,  in  any  event,  from  ^taking  po^ 
^^eision  of  ^iir  lutlliery  $md  ptores.     Ey  the  result  tif  Jiht 
action,  we  were  «niiUed  «o  re-ccwnmence  our  operalioni^ 
yije^ing^be  jiu^ibeir  9f  'the  troops  euij^loved,  we  had  om» 
faiuly  jiii^red  a  ^seveipe  ,ioss :  n  loss,  under  such  ctrGmat^ 
^taooePj  i^ldpi»  suri^assed ;  but  it  was  consolatory  io^  koosr 
j^hey  yvbre  |iot  lost  in  .a  van tpn  conflict •    Th^  conduct  d[ 
pur  .Gfeo/ecal  bad  <been  in  perfect  conformitfr  to  iheinstnuv 
jtions  1)^  ha^  received  from  jl^ord  WelUiigtofi*     While  he 
j^plprjcd  4ve  Joss,  fee.rmg  bs  he  4i^,  and  f>articj]larly  svit^ 
zegard.to  ^ome  who  had  falleo,  whom  hetbad  theiiaiiouref 
)^owi^g  («ucb  «8  General  :Ho)\ghton),  jbe  mu^t  9$Ul  tbinlc^ 
^nd  be  vas  i^ai«  (heir  X^ordshipe  wouki«  that  it  4^90  OBOit 
^npurnble  tp  the  arms  of  the  alhed  na(Uod«,  aad  deserying 
pf  the  ihgnfes  of  that  House,     h  was  hi»  ioAeafeiaai,  jothat 

S loving  ThimM  V>  Qeoerai  jSecesfbrd  an4  cbe  Jkrmy  Audcr 
.  U  comniand*  V)  OKxVe  a  similar  tribute  to  the  Portii^oao 
and  Sp^^h  Aripi^su  He  concluded  by  moving  Thankf 
tp  Gen^r^i  JB^^iyd,  and  the  rBritiyh  troops  .aader  iiii 
poiDmaod. 

Thf  fifi^l  f^  Ab0rie$m  rose,  and  secondad  the  sotioii. 
4^fter  ^i^pr^sfi^ig  his  c^eiep  sense  of  tii^  merits  of  thb  battlot 
^od  his  ^^x^x^  ajgreement  with  w-hai  had  fallen  from  tho 
poble  ^arlj^jhe  mentioned  some  degnee  of  surprise  that  n^ 
similar  aptip^  h^  h^n  taken  of  ihe  great  merits  of  Looi 
Viscount  WflUng^n,  in  ihe  battle i^f  Fueotes  de  Honor; 
an  action  wbich^  bi^  l4vdAip  ^ncmt^,  fully  CfiiicMiiiiii 
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io  A  vole  of  thanks  from  that  Hooae;  which  was  distto- 
gwisbed  hj  a  most  masterly  marHBtiTre,  and  which  the 
thanks  of  the  Honse  recently  voted  to  his  Lordship  was  oo 
reason,  in  his  mind,  for  preventing. 

The  Earl  of  Livervool  explained,  that  the  thanks  had 
been  given  to  Lord  Wellington  for  the  general  ^stem  of 
the  campaigli.  There  wonid  he  no  doobt  of  the  disposition 
of  Government  to  thank  Lord  Wellington  for  his  aehieve* 
flnents ;  of  which,  he  was  certain,  that  noble  commander 
•was  perfectly  acquainted.  No  thanks  voted  to  General 
Beresford,  cooid  interfere  witli  the  honour  so  jnstly  doe  to 
Lord  Wellington. 

Tie  Earl  of  Afoira  expressed  his  ^ticere  and  hearty  coo- 
ODrtciioe  in  the  testimony  fo  the  valhar,  skill,  and  peraere^ 
ranoe  displayed  by  GenemI  Sir  W.  Beresford  and  bis  army. 
Their  thanks  he  should  have  considered  most  worthily 
aamed,  had  the  battle  been  merely  a  grand  assertion  of  the 
▼aloor  and  dignity  of  tbe  British  name  and  character.  Oft 
the  general  subject  of  the  thanks  of  Parliament,  of  which 
he  thought  the  valoe  could  not  be  kept  np  too  high,  he  ob* 
served,  that  it  had.of  late  come  too  much  into  practitx  to 
exercise  too  great  a  latitude.  There  was  a  danger  in  this, 
because  Ministers  might  make  ore  of  them  to  gain  Farlia- 
metttary  approbation  of  expeditions  oF  their  own  which  were 
rash  and  improvident,  though  the  officers  employed  dis* 
played  all  those  merits,  whicn^as  far  as  they  were  concern- 
ed, deserved  .a  grateful  return.  In  the  present  instance, 
however,  there  were  no  grounds  of  this  nature  on  which 
suspicions  might  rest*  It  was  another  victory,  which 
showed  to  the  world  that  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of 
our  4urmy  were  the  worthy  comrades  of  those  who,  on  every 
sea,  had  proclaimed  oup  naval  glories.  He  was  happy  to* 
see  that  cordiality,  as  well  as  steady  bravery,  in  tbe  Spani- 
ards ;  which  coraiality,  from  some  causes  or  other,  had,  : 
unfortunately,  not  been  displayed  von  any  former  occasion. 
He  trusted  it  would  lead  to  hirther  proofs  of  its  efficacy; 
and  that  the  excellent  opportunities  it  must  afford  would 
not  be  lost,  now  that  the  war  was,  in  fact,  beginning  daily 
to  assome  a  more  important  appearance*  It  was  with'  re* 
gret  he  alluded  to  our  not  having  taken  more  effectual  steps 
at  an  earlier  period,  to  conciliate  ihe 'Spanish  mind^  and  io 
infuse  into  it  a  greater  degree  of  confidence  in  us* 
Tbe  question  was  put,  and  tarried* 
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The  Earl  ofLiverjHyd  then  moved  the  thanks  to  the  ISoc« ' 
luguese  army.    Carried*  - 

11»' Lordship  next  proposed  a  similar  motioo  respectiiDg 
the  Spaniards^  on  "which 

Lord  Holland  rose^  and  regretted  that  aoj  cinramsuncea 
SQch  as  the  observations  respecting  Lord  Wellipgtpo^ 
should  be  iqtroduced  into  a  discussion  ob  a  mocion  of 
thanks  to  a  particular  officer  and  army.  He  had  dot 'had* 
time  to  search  the  precedents  respecting  the  mode  pursued 
' '  by  Parliament  towards  Priuce  Eugene  and  Prince  Fardi* 
nand,  but  thought  that  some  better  mode  might  be  devised 
for  rendering  their  tribute  of  approbation  to  General  Blake 
and  his  army,  than  by  communicating  it  through  an  oflkxr 
in^another  service.  On  ^he  general  question  of  thanks^  n« 
doubt  could  arise. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  he  was  desirous  of  atteti4iQg 
to  the^  noble  Lord's  suggestion,  but  circumstances  had  oc* 
curred  in  another  place  (the  vote  in  the  Commons)  which 
would  make  it  inconvenient.  In  the  case  of  Prince  Ferdi« 
nandj  the  Commons  expressed  their  approbation  by  acorn* 
munication  through  their  Speaker.  He  should^  howeverg 
take  care  of  the  mode  in  which  the  present  vote  wascom« 
'  municated,  and  should  also  provide  that  a  proper  notice  of 
it  should  be  given  in  the  proper  quarter. 

This  motion  also  was  carried,  nem*  diss. . 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

•      FRIDAT,    JUNK  7. 

'  Mr.  WUbraham  Boiolley  punuant  to  rtotioe,  moved  that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Parbb 
Apprentices  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  and  to  report 
theceon  totbe  Hduse. 

A  conversation  of  some  length  ^ensued,  ii|  which  manj 
Members  took  a  part,  and  Mr.  buotle  took  occasion  to  state, 
that  having  consented  to  let  the  Bil}  for  regulating  the  mode 
of  apprenticing  parish  boys  lie  over  to  the  next  session,  in 
consequence  of  the  opposition  which  he  understood  was  to 

.  be  made  to  it^  his  dbject  in  the  present  motion  was  to  obtain, 
through  the  Committee,  a  paper  which  could  not  be  pro* 

.  cured  by  the  direct  ordef  of  (he  House :  the  paper  was  the 
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m^m  twiliiinber  of  psrinb  nppncnticn  pffeiora  oll^lIl  mBh 
ytBfj  whidipamb  cjerks  were  bound  bj'  law  to  make  ar 
itCUffl  of.  When  IliK  paper  shookl  be  prodacciT,  lie  pro* 
poaed  to  let  it  lie  oo  the  table  tilF  itnct  session,  in  ordet' 
Ikat  ij^ftemen  migfti  have  the  opportnnil  j  to  make  tUdB- 
atl^wn  thoraoghlj^  acquainted  with  the  sabiix^t. 
The  mtftitfD  iHtt*  then  agreed  tb,  and  the  Committee  ap^i^ 

'  SpvhuI  popfii  weff  ordered'  relati?e  to  the  remova*  of  nlr« 
Phtrr  (from  the  Conncil>t  BAidras,  and  to  othert  ransaclibor 
CbmM^M  wftb  the  prooeedingt  h^d  on  that' occasion. 

Mr.  W.  SnfUtt*  prrsented  a  petition  (mm  certain  peisuug' 
ifMnvMled  in  the  meatnrr,  against  the  Bill  in  prc^nvsr 
iknmgh  the  Hbose  for  aospending  the  payment  of  dtawbacks- 
upon  spirits  exported  to  England  or  Ireland*  from  either' 
ODOOtty.-^tdered  to  Ik  on'  the  table. 

TUitjnta  TO  OBiieRAb  »BKC8fonn» 

7%e  Chmcelhr  of  the  Mxeh^quct  obsenririg,  that;  ae^ 
eoidiog  to  the  coorse  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  Htmse* 
in  the  present  session,  orders  of  tl^  daj*  were  to  hairrpre** 
cedenee  of  motions'on  this  day,  still  Mt  a  conyiction,  that* 
the  motion  wbich  he  had  to  mato,  recognising  the  mc^ts  of^ 
the  General,  the  Officers,  and  gallant  army  eo^ged  in  the- 
battle of  Albuera,  woald  be  allowed  by  the  Honse  totaAEe 
precedence' of  any  other  business.      (Hear  I  heat  I)    He 
collected  from  this  cheer  an  admission  on  the  part  of  the 
*House,  and  should  therefore  proceed.    Now  again  he  felt 
himself  placed  in  the  situation,  in  which  he  had  imposed 
upon  him  the  agreeable  duty,  which  several  times  during 
•the  present  session  he  had  had  to  perform,  of  presenting  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House  the  eminent  services  of  the 
British  and  Allied    armie8*--services  which  had^  been  so 
frequently  crowned    with  the  most  signal   and   briUhmtr 
success.    He  bad  again  to  bring,  under  the  notice,  andN 
recommend  to  the  attention  and  approbation  of  that  Honse» 
the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  oflicers  and  men' of  that 
army,  who  bad  so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  in  ther- 
gtorious  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged'^-the  defence  of 
the  oppressed  people  of  the  Peninsula,  against  the  most^ 
gfiiiding  system  of  tyranny  and  oppression  to  which  any^ 
nation  bad  ever  been  exposed.     He  had  on  this  happy  ocoa-<* 
stpn  to  enrol  upon  the  illustrious  list  of  those  JieiMs*  wlto  bad 
tignalized' their  valour  and-skiU  in  their  couotry^s  aervice^ 
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tlie  names  of  (jr^ei^I  Beresford,  wlio  so  abljr  commanded 
the  milled  army  at  Albnera,  and  bf  the  other  officers,  whost 
eninent  merks  contributed  to  the  brilliant  victory  obtained 
ifi  that  part  of  the  Peninsula.  To  himself  it  was  gnftefnl,  as 
iie  was  oontinced  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  erery  gentleAiaii 
who  beard  hiib^  and  to  the  country^  that,*  althon^h  they 
tniffbt  ftel  a  pri(fe  in  contem  plating  th^  accumnhted  glories ' 
tad  honours  acquired  by  particalar  Qenerab,  yet  the  cotratry 
conld  reflect  with  exultation  t|iat  it  was  not  td  one  or  two 
Generals  only  they  cottld  look  with  confidence  for  signal  talents 
and  heroic  achievements  in  the  field,  btct  that  the  country 
liad  several  Generals  Competent  to  meet  any  General  of 
f  raoce,  with  an  aTmy<  nearly  equal  in  numbers,  nqt  only 
with  glory  to  themselves,  but  with  defeat  to  their  enemies* 
ll  was  remarkable^  that,  hi  the  short  period  of  the  present 
sMioD,  this  was  the  third  time  whim  it  had  become  his 
doty  to  bring  the  en^inent  services  of  the  Army  tinder  con« 
sideration  of  the  Hobse^  introductory  of  a  vote  of  its  thanks, 
the  highest  honour  it  could  bestow.  And  here  he  trOsted^ 
that  the  Honse  would  do  his  Majesty*^  Ministers  the  J0D$tiC^ 
to  allow,  that  theV  had  not  studiously  taken  advantage  of 
gftllant  exploits  of  any  equivocal  character  or  inferior  im* 
portanoe,  to  call  upon  trie  House  for, its  thanks,  for  the 
purpCfse  of  obtainihg  an  indirect  attestation  of  their  own 
iMrils  qnd  exertions  in  providing  the  means  of  accomplish'- 
iig  such  successes.  The  House  would,  tberefote,  he  was 
Mly  persuaded}  give  them  credit  for  not  having  multipKed 
their  applications  to  Parliament  for  the  high  honour  of  theit* 
thanks  to  reward  eminent  military  services  >  with  any  such 
paltry  view.  No,  it  was  a>duty  imposed  upon  them  by  thi; 
blessings  of  ProvMlence^  which  enabled  his  Majesty's  forces 
to  achieve  in  the  short  period  which  had  elapsed  of  the  pre- 
sent campaign,  mmesignal and  glorious  successes  than  h^d 
been  heretofore  obtained  in  almost  any  space  of  a  tedious  and 
protracted  war.  (Hear  I)  Sure  he  was  that  upon  thi» 
point  the  House  wonld  be  more  disposed  to  censare  the  con- 
duct of  Ministers  for  having  been  too  sparing  in  their  appli- 
cation^-*-^  having  withhdd  the  thanks  of  that  House  from 
jberitorions  services—than  to  complain  of  their  having 
ttHiltiplied  too  nmch  the  instances  in  which  they  calltd  * 
upon  the  House  to  record  their  high  approbation  of  the 
mHantry  Hnd  good  conduct  of  their  brave  officers  and 
ifoopB.  H^  need  trot  liepe  aHude  to  the  capture  of  the 
islatid  of  Bottda  in  a  most  tomantrc  and  chivalrous  ^yte  by  a 
V91L.  III.— 1811.  S  N  ^ 
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small  but  heroic  band ;  an  enterprise  entitled  to  rank  for 
.deciaioQ 'and  intrepidity  ^ith  any  to  be  found  in  the  annaki 
of  military  achievements.    Neither  need  be  point  out  the 
masterly  and  gallant  manner  in  which  the  conquest  of  the 
.  islands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius  had  beoi  accomplished  ; 
an  object  of  so  much  importance,  not  only  from  the  aD<» 
noyance  which  they  enabled  the  enemy  to  give  to  British 
comnierce^  but  from  the  anxiety  which  every  Minister  o€ 
thb  c/)untry  had  manifested  to  obtain  possession  of  them. 
The  House  would  acquit  Ministers  of  any  dnziety  to  drag 
^before  their  view  services,  however  important,  which  may 
admit  of  doubt  as  to  their  claim  to  the  thanks  of  Parliament. 
The  occasion  to  which  he  had  alluded  particularly,   aa 
having  submitted  for  the  approbation  of  that  House,  were 
the  gaUant  exploits  perfbrmcd  in  the  Peninsula  ;  from  the 
glorious  victory  of  Busaco,  obtained  by  Lord  Wellington 
Ui  his  retnmt  to  his  lincsj  to  what  surpassed  all — the  impor*. 
taiKt  victory  at  Almeida*    Under  all  tne  circumstances  ofthe 
case,  it  would  be  admitted  that  tliey  liad  rather  abstained 
from  overloading  the  Journals  with  votes  of  thanks,  than  iw 
neccsssarily  squandered  that  i>roud  distinction;  and  if  any 
gentleman  were  to  criticise  their  conduct,  bis  animadvefsioa 
would  be  directed  to  their  forbearance,  at  a  period  when 
scarce  a  day  passed  without  an  e^tpectatbn  of  some  victory  ; 
which  expectation  was  uniformly  realized  by  the  next  ac- 
counts.   In  short,  such  a  tide  and  flood  of  victory  flowed  in 
our  favour,  that  of  our  Army  it  might  be  said,  as  of  an 
army  of  old : 

**  Hostis  nihil  aliud  est  um  perpetus  gloris  nv^terfa  vestrae.'^ 

The  enemy,  by  the  incessant  victories  gained  over  them, 
seemed  to  serve  only  as  a  fund  to  supply  materials  for  the 
accmnulating  glories  of  tlie  British  army.  He  had  only  to 
refer  to  the  manner  in  which  the  former  votes  had  been  re- 
ceived, to  shew  that  be  had  not  been  lavish  in  bringing 
these  votes  forward.  Having  stated  thus  much  as  to  the 
circumstanced  in  which  be  brought  forward  the  motion  of 
this  night,  he  should  proceed  next  to  state  the  circumstances 
ofthe  action  to  which  his  motion  applied.  It  appeared  bjf 
'  the  dispatches,  that  General  Berestoid  was  engaged  in  the 
siege,  when  he  received  iiitelligence  that  Marshal  SoulU 
having  collected  from  the  corps  of  Victor,  Sebastiani,  and 
from  the  interior  of  Spain^  all  the  force  which  he  could 
Mie«blt,  had  broken  up  on  t(ie  10th  of  May  from.  Seville^ 
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to  march  to  the  relief  of  Badajoz.    Upon  receipt  of.  this 
jntelligetioe^'  it  appeared  that  he  considered  how  he-should 
ineet  the   attack ;  whether   he    should  raise  the  siege  of 
'  fiadajoB  and  await  the  attack  of  SouU,  or  provide  fdr  botk  - 
objects.    He  dieiermincd  to  prepnre^for  the  attack,  lest  by  • 
endeavourinfg  (o  attend  also  to  the  siege,  be  might  rbk  the 
lots  of  both  objects.    He  then  took  up  a  position  on  the  - 
n^er  Albuera,  where  he  was  joined  in  th6  ^veniag  preceding  * 
the  action  by  the  allied  force  under  Generals  Blake  aod; 
CSastanos,  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  arrangement  with  those 
ojffioers ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which 
the  battle  was  fought  that  he  was  joined  by  the  corps  under 
General  Cole,  which  had  been  left  to  cover  the  conve^nuice 
of  the  heavy  ordnance  andstofes  from  before  Badajoz  to  • 
Elvas.    (The  right  honourable  gentleman  then, proceed 
io  detail  from  the  official  dispatches,  the  order  ot  battle^- 
the  Spaniards  on  the  hill  on  the  right.   General  Stuart's 
division  on  the  left  of  them,  and  General  Hamilton's  on  the  • 
left  of  General  Stuart's.    The  'enemy  made  a.dcroonstiation 
on  the  left,  and^  taking  advantage  of  the  >veather,  which  * 
masked  his  operations,  directed  the  main  body  of  his  force 
aod  all  his  attention  to  an  attack  upon  the  position  occupied 
by  the  Spaniards  on  the  right.    The  Spanish  troops  resisted 
this  concentrated  attack  with  intrepidity  and  conra^e^  but; 
were  at  length  obliged  to  give  way  to  superior  forces,  and* 
were  driven  from  the  hill.    To  the  immortal  'honour,  how- 
ever, of  these  sallant  troops^  they  rallied  at  tlie  bottom  of. 
the  hill,  turned  upon  the  enemy>  and  kept  them  in  check 
by  their  ii re,  till,  the  brigade  of  Lieut.'«(xi)l>nel  Colbourae 
came  to  their  support.    The  brl^od^  of  Geneial  Cole  was 
stationed  in  the  rear  of  the  Spaniards.     The  brigade  of' 
Colonel  Colboume,  not  being  able  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  their  position  by  their  fire,  proceeded  to  charge  them 
with  the  oajronet ;  and  it  was  in  this  charge  that  that 
brigade,  consisting  of  three  regiments,  sufiered  so  severely 
from  an'unexpectra  charge  by  a  division  of  Polish  cavalry^. 
A  smaA  regiment,  the,3l8t,  kept  this  cavalry  in  check,  tifl ' 
the  brigade  bf  General  Houghton  came  up;   when  that 
brave  and  distinguished  officer  fell,  cheering  his  men  io  the 
charge.]    Whibit  stating  this  circumstance,  he  trosted^ba 
House  would  agree  with  him  as  to  the  propriety  o{  marking* 
their  admiration  of  the  glorious  circumstances  of  bb  deaths . 
by  erecting  a  monument  to  the  hero  at  the  public  expence  ; 
at  ODce  a  testimony  to, posterity  of  their  gratiUvle  %a^  hii 
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gloiT.    (Wear  I   kearl)  *  In  tlie  coune  of  this  contest  it 

^foald  be  obaorved  that  erery  Yuan  did  bn  dmiy.    But  it 

ims  ftminat  the  right  that  the  principal  effort^  of  the  enemjr 

were  directed.     In  this  pointy  the  brigade  of  General  Cole^ 

and  particularly  the  ftisileersy  took  the  French  on  their  left 

flank,  and,   ipakiiyg  a  combined  charge  with   the  other 

troops,  drove  them  from  the  the  eminence  mrhieh  com^ 

manded  the  British  line,  and  which  was  the  great  object  of 

^eir  efforts  to  acquire,  and  of  their  ambition  to  retain.     It 

was  upon  being  driven  from  this  jiitl  that  the  French  were 

broken,   and  forced  with  great  slaughter  down  the  hilL 

Never  had  there  fiillen  in  so  small  a  space  so  many  victims 

to  the  fury  of  War  as  on  the  acclivity  pf  this  hiH,  after  the 

enemy  had  been  driven  from  t)ie  summit  to  the  b'ottora. 

When  he  staled  that  the  vhole  of  the  battle  took  place  on  the 

ti^U  be  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  no  efforts  had 

been  made  in  any  other  part  of  the  line.    The  enemy  had 

directed  serious  attacks  in  other  quarters,  and  if  no  other 

aetion  had  boen  foiigbt  but  what  had-  taken  place  at  the 

bridge  of  Albuerai  that  alone  would  be  enough  U^  Inimor- 

taliae  the  glory  of  that  day.    Such  had  been  Ibc  circam* 

ptances  of  this  gloripus  battle,  the  consequences  of  which 

.  wiere — the  flight  of  the  enemy  from  the  scene  of  action--«the 

abandonment  of  their  wounded :  and  the  sitnation  of  th# 

iniserable  remnant  pf  the  French  armv  may  be  cBtimated 

from  the  intercepted  letter  of  General  Gazan  to  Hanhal 

Souh,  which  retyresented  the  force  under  him  of  wounded  tp 

amount  to  4000  men.    But  the  usual  consequences  of  thii^ 

glorious  victory  would  prove  most  highly  bofieficial  to  the. 

cause  in  which  we  wefe  engaged,     w  hen  they  considered 

the  efi^t  that  qiust  necessarily  be  produced  by  the  signal 

disappointment  of  all  the  boasts  of  the  enemy,  by  the 

finstrating  of  all  their  proud  pretensions  and  anticipated 

triumphs,  it  was  impossible  to  describe  that  eflect  in  stronger 

terms,  than  in  the  language  of  (jreneral  Beresford,   who 

alluded  to  the  impression  that  would  be  made  by.  the  return 

ef  Marsha}  Soult^  after  all  his  boasts,  ^^  to  Seville  with  a 

]lroken  army,  and  what  was  worse,  a  diminished  repulai* 

tion/*    But  in  the  circumstances  or  this  action  there  were 

fM>me  particulars  which  might  afford  the  en^ny  a  pretext  to 

daim  ^a  victory.    In  the  charge  which  the  brigade-of  Coi* 

Golboiime  had  sustained  from  the  Polish  cavalry^  the  three 

Regiments  of  which  it  was  composed  nndoubtedly  lost  their 

iBtSonrs.    The  oi^ours  of  one  of  them  vera  after  wards  re* 
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oovered,  one  standard  -re-taken  from  the  enemy,  and  the  other 
'preserrcd  for  his  corps  in  an  exemplary  manner  by  the  pliant 
officer  m4io  had  the  charge  of  it*   The  colours  ofthe  two  other 
le^iments   undoubtedly  were  in  powsession  of  the  enemy^ 
and  would  in  all  proliability  be  made  the  ground  of  a  claim 
of  triumph.     Whilst  upon  this  topic,  he  trusted  the  House 
would  ejicuse  him  for  adverting  to  the  very  pliant  and 
beroic  conduct  of  the  two  officers  who  bore  the  colours  of 
the  Buffs,  which  had  been  preserved.     One  of  them  was  . 
lurroundind  by  the  cncmy^    and  when  asked  to  |r>^e  hia^ 
colours,  answered,  not  but  with  bis  life ;  and  his  life  was 
the  irtstant  forfeit  of  his  refusal.    iA  call  of  name  ! .  name  I) 
The  name  of  this  heroic  individual  was  £nsign  Thomas. 
{Hear\  bear  I)    The  standard  thus  taken  was  afierwarda 
lecoyered  from  the  enemy*    The  manner  in  which  the 
jOther  standard  was  preseryed,  was  marked  by  circumstances 
equally  meritorious  and  honourable  to  the  individiidl  who 
preserved  it»  and  equally  entitled  to  the  applause  and  admi? 
lation  of  his  country.     Ensij^n  Walsh  was  the  orticei:  ho 
alluded  to.    This  gallant  individual  having  the  stxiff  of  t|ie 
colours   broken    by   a    cannon-ball,    which   also  severely 
wounded  himself,  fell  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and,  mora 
anxious-  about  bis  precious  charge  than  for  himsell',  con- 
trived to  separate  the  flag  from  the  re.Pfnnt  of 'the  staff*, 
and  secured  it  in  his  bosom,  from  which  he  afterw-wds  pro* 
doced  it  when  his  wounds  were  dressed  aftiT  the  battle. 
iSearl  hearl)    He  was  rejoiced  to  name  these  beroic  in« 
oividuall,  and  io  give  all  the  splendour  to  their  reputation, 
which  the  mention  of  their  deeds  in  that  House  was  calcu« 
)ated  to  confer.    He  knew  not  whctlier  it  might  be  permitted 
bim  her^  to  mentbn  also  the  case  of  General  Beresford  him* 
•elf.    After  the  charge  of  the  Polish  cavalry,  which  had 

I  roved  so  disastrous  jo  the  brigade  of  Col.  Colbourne,  one 
orseman  separated  from  his  corps,  and,  unsupported  by 
any  others,  approached  so  near  Marshal  Beresford,  either 
from  the  effects  of  intoxication  or  the  phrenzy  of  military 
enthusiasm,  as  to-  aim  a  blow  at  his  life.  The  General, 
anxious  only  to  preserve  the  life  of  the  man,  evaded  his 
l^Iow  by  his  dexterity,  and,  availing  htmsblf  of  his  superior 
ikrength,  pull^  him  to  the  ground  ;  but  no  sooner  was  ha 
perceived  still  meditating  a  blow  at  the  General,  than  he  was 
instantly  dispatched  by  one  of  his  orderlies.  (Hear  I  hear !) 
He  mentioned  this  only  to  shew  that  this  unforeseen  accident 
might  liave  deprived  the  country  of  tbe  services  of  this 
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gaVIant  officer.  He  begged  the  House  now  to  allow  him  to 
allude  to  the  moral  consequence^  which  must  result  from^bis 
rictory — such  a  victory  occurring  at  such  a  time  and  nnder 
6ucli  circumstances.  When  they  considered  the  attempt  of 
Massena  <o  relieve  Almeida,  and  the  almost  contemporaneous 
effort  of  Sdult  to  relieve  Badftjoz,  they  could  not  consider 
both  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  desperate  attempt  under* 
taken  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  their  government  to 
retrieve  the  character  and  the  'honour  of  the  French  armsin 
the  Peninsula.  He  had  also  to  acquaint  the  ffouse,  that  it 
was  now  well  ascertained,  that  Marshal  Soult,  on  leaving 
SeviHe,  in  the  confidence  of  anticipated  victory,  published 
one  of  those  boasting  proclamaUons  for  which  the  French 
Generals  are  so  remarkable ;  and  that  he  bad  frequently  on 
bis  march  addressed  his  troops  upon. the  certainty  of  tbdr 
9ucce6s.  The  utter  disappointment  of  all  these  confident 
expectations  of  victory  must  raise  the  hopes  and  incntase  the 
confidence  of  the  Allies,  at  the  same  time  that  it  must  lower 
the  tone  and  the  pretensions  of  the  enemy.  Hp  could  not 
but  consider  it  as  opening  new  and  fiattermg  prospects  to  us 
in  the  Peninsula*  He  was  aware  that  some  gentlemen  were 
#f  opinion,  that  there  was  no  limit  to  the  means  of  the 
French  £mperor,  and  that  he  could  have  no  difficulty  in 
ending  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  men  into  the 
Peninsula.  For  himself,  he  should  say,  that  he  did  not 
think  it  so  easy  for  him  io  send  any  large  force  thither ; 
particularly  when  there  was  a  prospect  that  he  mieht  have 
emplovment  for  so  many  of  his  ibrces  elsewhere,  out  even 
if  be  should  be  able  to  place  his  force  in  the  Peninsula  on  the 
same  footing  as  before,  he  would  find  the  Allies  better  pre- 
pared to  nTeet  him — he  would  find,  from  the  glorious  ex- 
ample tet  by  the  Spanish  troops  at  Albuera,  far  different 
enemies  to  contend  with.  When  he  looked  to  the  grievous 
disappointment  of  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  he  could  not 
think  he  entertained  any  exaggerated  confidence  in  the  ope- 
rations of  war :  their  issue  was  in  other  bands.  Wliether ' 
the  pleasing  hopes  he  entertained  were  well  founded,  under 
sill  the  circumstances,  he  should  leave  to  the  public  to 
decide  ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  foundation  of  bis  expec* 
tations>  he'  prayed  that  God,  in  whose  disposal  the  issue  of 
all  contests  was  placed^  would  grant  that  tbey  should  be 
ceali/ed.  He  should  move,  then, "  the  thanks  of  that  House 
to  Major-General  Beresford,  for  the  distinguished  ability 
display t^d  by  him  on  tiie  16th  of  May,Jn  ,the  glorious 
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battle  of  Albuc;^,  in  which  he  had  defeated  the  Preiich 
Army  under  Marshal  Soolt.*' 

Lord  Castlet^aghy  in  seconding  the  motion  said,  that  hb 
])artiality  for  General  Beresford  had  not  warped  his  judg- 
ment as  to  the  merits  of  that  oflScer.    The  whole  of  that 
SEillant  officer's  coiiiJuct  daring  the  tiite  he  served  in  the 
toinsuta^  entitled  him  io  every  pmise*    Though  we  cer* 
tainly  had  suffered  much  loss  on  the  Peninsula,  still  our 
advantage  had  been  equivalent,  and  we  ought  not  to  repine. 
It  was.  very  fortunate,  and  much  to  be  desired,  that  the 
expukion  of  the  French  from  Portugal  should  be  terminated 
by  a  fair  trial  of  strength;    On  the  fest  occasion,  after  call- 
ing their  reinforcements  together,  they  were  defeated  by  so 
Irdasisive  a  repulse,  that  it  might  be  feirly  denominated  a 
victory.     Such  exploits  had  given  to  the  campaign  of  Lord 
Wellington  every  character  of  excellence  of  which  military 
g^iius  was  capable^    The  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  had 
been  most  exemplary,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  ter- 
mination of  this  campaign  would  rouse  them  to  the  greatest  ^ 
exertions.    It  was  a  most  signal  circumstance  to  mark  (ho 
desperation  of  the  afiairs  of  France  on  the  Peninsula,  that 
after  all  her  efforts,  even  on  the  termination  of  the  third 
campaign,  she  was  not  able  (with  the  exception  of^  a  fbw 
detestable  tmitors  in  the  beginning)  to  bring  a  single  bat- 
talion of  native  Spaniards  into  the  field  against  their  country. 
No  matter  what  might  have  been  said  against  the  spirit  of 
the  Spaniards — calllt  obstinacy — calf  it  false  pride— k»ill  it 
vhat  they  would-f-ietill,  if  it  was  untractable  in  the  bands  of 
friends,  it  proved  ten  times  more  so  in  opposition  to  their 
enemies. 

General  Tarlelon  complimented  ■  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  military  precision  with  which  he  had 
stated  the  details  of  the  batUe.  He  knew  no  occasion  on 
which  the  British  troops  had  shewn  greater  instances  of 
determined  courage. 

Sir  if.  Montgomery  hoped,  after  what  had  been  stMed 
this  night,  that  the  House  should  hear  no  roqre  of  Ireland's 
being  a  burthen  upon  this  country. 

'  Central  Mathew  hoped  that  he  should  not  be  considered 
as  digressiugy  if  he  stated  shortly  the  services  of  the  gallant 
4Senenil'Who  was  the  object  of  the  present  motion*  General 
Beresford  had  been  thirty  years  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
He  commenced  in  America,  was  at  Toulon,  at  Corsica,  in 
India^  at  jl^adeira,  in  Porti^l,  apd  in  Spain  with  Sir  John 
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Moore.  |Ie  had  only  to  state  to  Ihe  Chancellor  of  the  E«^ 
cbpqu^r  forbisconsideration,  that  the  gallant,  General  had 
lost  almost  all  1^  was  worth  in  the  world  by  the  failure  <^ 
his  relative  in  Dublin  (Mr.  John  Claudius  Beresford,  late 
M.P.)  He  stated  this  merely  for  his  coHsideratioa^  in  the 
hope  that  some  pecuniary  reward  would  be  added  to  his 
honours. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  passed  to  the  Generals,  Officerty 
Hon-com mission^  Officers,  aud  to  the  Portuguese  Armjr 
umlpr  Sir  J.  Carr  Beresfoitl. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  staled,  dist  though 
it  WHS  w'uhoui  a  precedent  to  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
foreigti  troops,  unless  under  the  command  of  Briiish 
oihceis,  still  he  should  have  no  hesitation  in  proposing  as  « 
inbtion,  **  that  this  House  does  fully  acknowledge  the  dit* 
tinguisbed  valour  of  the  Spanisli  troops  under  the  commaad 
of  General  Blake^  at  tli^  battle  of  Albuera^" 

Mr.  WhUbreadM^y  concurred  in  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  xhen  moved  an  Addrea* 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying  that  a  Monument  sliould  be 
erected  to  the  inemoiy  of  Major«General  Houghton,  who 
.  fell  so  gloriously  in  the  battle  of  Albuera,  (Hear !  hear  J) 
the  expence  of  which  this  House  would  see  defrayed,  which 
was  ^reed  to. 

MILITARY    POLICY    OF   THB    COUNTRY,        "^ 

Mr%  Hutchimon,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice^  rose,  ansl 
addressed  the  House  to  the  following  eSect  :•— ^'  The  wf«h 
for  a  secure  and  honourable  peace  must  be  general ;  but  no 
one,  at  this  moment,  believes  in  the  possibility  of  its  attain* 
ment— nay,  all  agree  in  the  necessity  of  cbntinuing  the  war* 
Those,  whO|  till  lately,  shared  in  the  universal  panic  wbidt 
the  unrivalled  success,  for  many  years,  of  the  French  anna 
on  the  Continent  had  produced,  are  now  considerably 
shaken  in  their  fii*st  impressions,  and  inclined  tp  hope, 
where  they  had  .once  despaired.  Those  who  fwith  myself) 
never  swerved  from  the  opinion,  tluit  this  nation  possessed 
great  military  power,  though  they  have  lamented,  and  siiil 
continue  to  lament,  the  too  frequent  misapplication  of  that 
power,  and  the  inadequacy  of  oar  exertions,  cannot  but 
most  heartily  rejoice  in  any  event  which  demonstrates  the 
gallantry  and  efficiency  of  our  troops,  however  they  may 
consider  such  events  as  indecisive  ot  uliimate  success,  and 
only  lis  positive  proofs  of  the  capability  of  the  empire**' 
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proofs,  faowerer,  a<ft  requisite  to  estiblish,  thoagh  Aej 
afibrd  a  iioble  coiifirmAlion  of  oor  kMig^aclpiowledged  cha* 
racter  for  national  intretMciitj.  I  am  aware  that  we  have 
made  conaiderable  efforts  daring  the  last  few  jeari<**-efforts 
oonparatirelj  great :  but  wheo  tbej  wbo  extilt  in  the  an^ 
daunted  mmle  thej  have  displayed ^  declare  that  **  we  now 
possess  as  great  a  force  as  coald  be  either  rationally  or 
practicably  maintained  ;"  that  is,  that  this  country  has  al* 
ready  made  her  best  exertions^  sufficient  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  times,  and  to  repel  the  dangers  with  which  it  is 
threatened  ;  'When  they,  whose  theme  is  war»  eternal  war ! 
until  the  power  of  France  be  hnmbled,  eagerly  adopt,  and 
^  approve  the  opinion,  that'  **  nothing  could  justify  a  call  on 

the  country  for  greater  exertions/'  one  cannot  but  kd, 

,  ^      that  great  indeed  must  be  their  ignorance  of  the  designs 

and  power  of  the  enemy-*-as  well  as  of  the  resources  of  this 
country — greater  s\ill,  their  presumption,  if  Ihey  really 
think  that  the  measures  iliey  have  adopted  are  adequate  to 
t*he  occasion.  Yet,  while  Ministers  hold  this  language 
themselves,  and  cheer  these  sentiments  in  others,  they 
declare  that  we  are  contending  for  our  very  existence  as  a 
state— that  the  great  cause  which  we  maintain  in  the  Pe-' 
ninsula  is  not  so  much  that  of  the  allies,  as  ourown-^that 
h  is  better  to  decide  our  fate  there  with  the  enemy,  than 
to  have  to  contend  with  him  on  these  shores.  Our  troopa 
have,  indeed,  everywhere  distinguished  themselves,  "  and 
Bobiy  upheld  the  fame  of  the  British  name  and  nation,'* 
our  blood  and  treasures  too  have  been  lavished-— but  sti:l  no 
exertion  has  been  yet  made  worthy  so  great  a  people,  pos^ 
^  sessed  of  such  powerful  resources,  and  contending  for'their 

very  existence.  We  have  been  triumphantly  congratulated 
on  having  escaped  the  fate  of  all  the  other  Powers  of 
Europe,  on  our  having  arrested  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 
by  our  glorious  achievements  in  the  Peninsula,  where',  we 
are  told,  that  we  have  directed  *^  the  impending  thunder* 
bolt  harmless  to  the  earth/'     'We  were  asked,  not  long 

j-  since,  whether  we  should  not  be  ashamed  to  sa^,  as  for-* 

I  '  merly,  "  we  are  safe."    The  scene  of  action,  it  is  true,  i»*. 

changed ;  but  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  after  a  most 
masterly  retreat,  and  several  sangufnary  conflicts',  remains 

I  unbroken!  Have  we  indeed  effectually  resisted  the  progress 

of  the  French  ?     Is  Lord  Wellington  possessed  of  means 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  enemv — *^  such  a  con« 
flict  as  he  has  never  yet  experienced  ?"   iVlM  afo  his  own 
Vol.  ill.— 1811.  -30 
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'words  in  his  dispatches  so  late  as  the  8th  of  Ma^  ?   ^'  Their 
superiority  in  cavalry  is  very  great"—-'*  the  result  of  a  ge^ 
neral  action  hrought  on  by  an  attack  of  the  enemy  by  u» 
might  under  these  circamstanceshave  been  doubtful.  .  iWhai 
more  can  we  require  than  this,  the  Generals  own  admis- 
sion, to  undeceive  u*^  on  this  bead?     But,  for  the  sake  of 
argunient,  granting  it  otherwise,  would  the  annihilation  of 
Massena  and  his  whole  army  ensure  the  Peninsula  to  the 
allies  in  their  present  state  of  organization  and  force,  or  do 
any  thing  more  than  retard,  and  for  a  sliort  time  too,  the 
expulsion  of  the  British  ?     Let  us  not  suppose  that  the 
enemy  has  abandoned  his  designs,  or  is  unequal  to  their 
accomplishment,  because,  for  the  moment,  his  views  may 
be  otherwise  directed.     No  doabt  he  has  experienced  a 
most  undaunted  and  formidable  opposition,  and  besides 
auch  physical  impediments  as  he  appears  not  to  have 
counted  uppn;  but  while  Spain  daily  loses  her  fortresses 
and  her  best  troops  without  making  much,  if  any  progress, 
towards  becoming  military;  and  while  £ngland  scantily 
doles  our  her  chosen  bands — the  enemy  can  afford,  without 
material  risk,  to  prosecute  other  obiects,  whilst  he  only 
delays  those  relating  to  the  Peninsula.     We  have  indeed 
gained  that,  which  in  such  a  war  is  inestimable*— time ! 
—We  have  obtained  that»  which  is  in  itself  a  tower  of 
strength — confidence!-— while  to  the  taunts  of  an  enemy, 
become  insolent  by  success,  we  have  replied  by  repeated 
victories.    But  as  i  was  not  one  of  those  who  .mistook  hopes 
lor  certainties,  or  construed  the  retreat  of  an  enemy  into 
the  consummation  of  a  campaign,  I  am  not  now  surprised 
that  a  contest,  which  was  considered  as  having  finally  ter« 
roinated,  should  have  but  just  commenced.  1  cannot  forget, 
that  we  are  but  now  recovering,  in  consequence  of  the 
enemy^s  cession,  that  country,  of  which  be  had  but  re* 
cently  dispossessed  us.     Assuredly  we  have  cause  to  rejoice, 
and  to  be  sincerely  thankful ;— but  while  victory,  that  vic« 
tory  which  is  to  decide  between  the  two  countries,  is  still 
doubtful,  we  should 'prepare  more  than  ever  for  war— not 
hang  up  our  arms,  nor  devote  merely  toeuiogies  and  con- 
l^ratulations,  those  precious  moments  which  should  be  em- 
ployed in'exerting  every  nerve  to  afford  Lord  Wellington, 
(who  has  i^pent  his  life  in  the  '^  tented  iield,^'  and  who,  re- 
peatedly victorious,  has  never  yet  been  defeated),   a  fair 
opportunity  of  measuring  swords  with  the  enemy,  when 
with  increased  force  (ind  confidence  he  shall  rally  for  the 
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figbu — ^There  is  no  maD  in  this  House,  or  in  the  coontiy, 
lets  disposed  to  excite  a  spirit  of  interminable  warfare ;  bat 
however  desirable  a  secure  and  honourable  peace,  as  well  for 
the  interests  of  humanity  as  for  the  alleviation  of  our  na- 
tional burdens,  I  cannot  discover  in  either  Government  anj 
paci6c  disposition  ;  neither  will,  I  fear,  consent  without 
first  obtaining  an  unfair  advantage  over  the  other.  With 
the  exception  of  the  war  in  the  Peninsula,  Buonaparte's 
splendid  and  unequalled  success  has  been  the  result  of 
plans  wisely  conceived,  and  ably  executed.  Look  to  him 
in  I799>  wnen,  for  the  first  time,  be  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  government  of  France,  collecting  at  Dijon  an  army 
of  reserve  (ridiculed,  because  itsobject  was  not  understood), 
with  which  he  secured  his  victory  at  Marengo  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  (1800).  See  him  at  Boulogne  with  his  army 
•f  England,  equally  ridiculed^  preparing  in  1803  for  the 
defeat  of  Austria  at  Austerlitz,  in  1805.  Behold  him  in  his 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine  (early  in  1806)  anticipating  by 
ks  agency  the  enthraldoni  of  Germany,  the  subjugation  of 
the  Prussian  monarchy,  and  the  bumblinfl;  of  the  great  Auto- 
crat of  the  North.  View  him  on  the  Vistula  in  ISOS-?, 
(while  we  were  ridiculing  bis  exertions,  aotieipating  his  de« 
struction,  and  paralyzed  into  a  state  of  culpable  inactivity), 
collecting  troops  from  Italy/ and  the  most  western  extre- 
mities ot  Franee,  Flanders,  and  Holland ;  by  the  nid  of 
which  he  afterwards  fought  and  conquered,  on  the  memo- 
rable day  of  Friedland,  a  day  decisive  of  so  much  I-^-Wit-r 
Bess  similar  exertions  after  tlie  battle  of  Asperne  (1809) 
when,  at  Wagram,  he  repaired  the  disasters  of  that  day, 
and  established  his  real  supremacy  in  Europe,  by  a  masteYly 
and  rapid  junction  of  scattered  and  distant  corps.  .  See  him 
at  this  moment  in  the  north-west  of  Europe,  under  the 
pretext  of  merely  excluding  British  commerce  frotn  the 
Continent  (one  of  his  objects  doubtless-«-one  too  originally 
ridiculed  as  visionary,  but  which,  faowevi?r,  unhappily  for 
lis,  has  been  but  too  successful),  organizing  a  force,  by 
which  he  has  already  nominated  to  the  throne  of  Sweden, 
and  is  now  enabled  to  make  any  distribution  he  pleases  of 
those  of  Denmark  and  Prussia.  See  him  at  Dantzic,  Cus- 
trine,  and  Stettin — behold,  on  the  north-east  of  Germany, 
his  long  delayed,  but  sure-working  plans  as  to  the  re-inte- 
gration of  Poland,  whence,  as  from  a  citadel,  he  will  be 
^enabled  to  hold  in  subjection  the  wJiolc  European  Conr 
kjkem*    View  him  in  his  lUyrian  empire,  alretudy  directing 
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bis  footsteps,  resolved  to  plant  his  eagles  oq  the  Bjzaotiae 
throne  of  the  Cassars.    And»  finally,  behold  him  calling 
out  the  coDScripts  fbr  181 1,  for  the  purpose  of  securing^  if 
not  resisted  by  counter  exertions  on  .our  part,  the  conquest 
of  Spain  and  Portu^l)  however  hitherto  oeferred—- and  (not 
unlikely)  for  ulterior  objects  too,  the  mere  mention  of 
which  might  subject  one  perha()s  to  the  scorn  and  densioqi 
•f  this  House^  and  to  the  reprobniion  of  an  easily  deceived 
public;    viho,  feeble  when  tliey  think  themselves  inviu- 
ctblcy  are  frequently  most  confident  wl^en  they  have  least 
season  for  being  so ;  and  who,  possessing  great  resoiircea 
wherewith  to  become  strootf,  are  often  ignorant  how  to  call 
forth  such  power,  and  stiU  more  how  to  employ  it  whea» 
arrayed.'.  From  these  examples,  it  is  evident  that  Napoleoci 
lias  left  nothing  to  accident  or  chance,  hut  that  (with  the 
exception  already  mentioned)  be  has  invfo-iably  acted  oq^ 
plans  suggested  by  the  wisest  policy,  and  carried  into  effect 
with  the  most  consummate  mihtary   talent.     What  have 
b^en,  during  the  same  period,  our  Cominental  exertions  ? 
In  IdOO  we  appeared  off  Genoa  with  a  small  corps,  not  ex* 
ceediug  400Q  men,  a  few  days  subseouent  to  the  battle  of 
Marengo,    The  junction  of  a  considerable  military  force, 
aoch  as  might  easily  have  been  (uraisbed  by  this  country, 
would  ia  all  probability,  a  few  days  prior  to  our  arrival, 
have  secured  the  victory  to  the  Austrians,  and  possibly 
'  have  prevented  the  forming  of  those  fetters,  which  have 
since  enchained  the  Powers  of  Europe.    The  attempt  at 
kast  would  have  been  worthy  of  this  nation,  and  so  great  a 
cause.    Subsequent  to  this,  in  the  same  year,  we  made  twa 
unsuccessful  attempts  against  Serrol  and  Cadiz,    in  1801 » 
with'^  about  14,000  effective  men >  we  undertook  the  expuU 
aion  of  i26,O0O  of  the  chosen  troops  of  France  from  Egypt 
—a  glorious  expedition,  and  the  only  one  successful  during 
that  whole  war.     In   i80a,«with  8000  men,  yfe  formed  a 
junction  in  Italy  with  the  Neapolitan  and  Russian  armies  ; 
but  we  speedily  abandoned  the  country,  and  landed  in  the 
Deceiuber  of  that  year,  with  ^^000  men,  in  the  North  of 
Germany,  where  we  took  up  a  position  on  the  Weser,  but 
not  until  the  battle  of  Austerlitz  had  been  lost,  and  an  ar- 
mistice  signed  preparatory  to  the  peace  of  Presburgh.     In 
1606,  witti  less  than  5,000  men  against  a  greatly  superior 
force,    w.e  gained  tlie  battle  of  Maida,   which,    thouci| 
highly  glorious  to  the  troops,   and   to  the  general.  Sir 
Jphn  Stuart,  as  every  thing  caonected  with  His  nulitarv 
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life  hat  beeoy)  bad  no  beneficial  result.  In  the  s^me  year  we 
arade  aereial  practical  desoenta  at  Boenoa  Ayiea,  wheie, 

'  after  liaving  increased  our  force  to  10^000  nen,  we  wen 
«ktiMteiy  foiled  and  disffraced !  In  1807,  with  ^  ani«A 
coqM  of  5000  men  we  made  an  unneoenar^,  ifojiisty  and  in« 
fflarioQB  descent  on  the  coast  of  Egypt,  from  whence,  b  a 
WW  months,  we  hastily  letircd.  And  in  the  same  year^ 
(after  permitting  n  ftvoomble  opportunity  to  escape  na, 
and  soflSering  oar  allies,  the  Rossians,  to  waste  themselves  in 
a  most  unequal  contest,  which  they  maintained  with  their 
chamcteristic  heroism)  we  appeared,  at  the  very  eve  of  the 
peace  of  Tilsit,' with  a  small  corps  of  7000  men,  at  StmlMadii 
whence  we  speedily  retired,  withdnt  performing  any  thing; 
and  with  increased  nnmbers,  amoonting  to  €5,000,  we 
shortly  after  succeeded  in  the  unhallowed  capture  of  Gopen« 
haeen.  In  1808>  the  gallant  and  ever<>to-be-lamenlea  Sir 
Jo&i  Moore  was  dispatched  (with  what  rational  military 
object  remains  still  to  be  explained)  to  Sweden,  with  a 
chosen  corps  of  10,000  men,  which  his  good  sense  and  firm« 
■ess  probably  saved  from  destruction,  and  with  which  ho 
shortly  returned  to  the  British  coast,  without  having  fired  a 
shot.  In  the  same  year  commenced  our  eampaifi^  in 
Spain  and  Portugal^  under  the  most  propitious  <^rcnm« 
atances*--the  spirit  oi  our  people  and  thiU  of  the  allies  most 
Qiihttsiestic — the  state  of  £urope  &vourablo-^the  cause  m 
.  gmat  and  just  one  1  Yet,  Sir  John  Moore,  though  at  the 
head  of  a  nominal  corps  of  40,000  men,  was  at  no  moment 
in  a  situation  of  offrrii^  battle  to  the  enemy,  with  a  feroa 
much  exceeding  26,00Q  cfiM^tive.  I  am  aware»  that, the 
Downingrstieet  Generals,  assisted  by  their  Staff  and  official 
documeuts,  proved  to  their  own  satisfaction  at  least,  that 

.   he  had  40,000— but  Sir  John  Mooie,  though  in  the  field 
with  them,  never  could  discover  more  than  $6,000 ;  it  is  -» 
true,  indeed,  he  had  recourse  but  to  the  old  exploded 
method^  of  counting  by  the  head.    Yet  in  this  same,  vear 
it  appears,  that  the  whole  French  force  collected  behina  the 
Ebroy  did  not  exceed  45.000  men— *and  early  in  this  year 
we  might  have  bad  70,000  in  the  Peninsula.    In  1809, - 
after  iuiviBg  received  intelligence  of  tlie  loss  of  the  battle 
of  W agram,  we  committed  an  army  of  40,00()  men  to  the 
marshes  of  Walcheren.    Our  bravest  sons,  keen  for  the 
ifight,  there  died  the  death  of  cowards  and  of  common  men  I' 
^-sunk  without  wounds,  and  fell  without  renown  i  And  this 

*  ,!|re  ^id  i^ith  such  »n  admirable  choice  of  time  and  pbuse. 
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that  even  bad  success  ensued,  mre  could  not  have  stinck  an 
effectual  btow  bgainst  the  power  of  Baonapairte. — Yet,  earljr 
in  that  year,  by  uniting  only  our  Walch^ren,  Spanish^  and 
Siciliaa  armies/  we  might  have  thrown  on  any  part  of  the 
Continent  95,000  men,  a  force  greatly  superior  in   number 
to  that  with  which  the  Archduke  Charles  gained  the  battle 
of  Aspeme,  and  nearly  equal  to  that,  with  which  the  enemy- 
obtained  the  decisive  victory  of  Wagram. — What  wouM 
Buonapart6  have  done  with  our  means  ?    How  would  be 
liave  availed   himself  of  sach  opportunities  ?    On  several 
difltrcnt  occasions,  the  French  armies  were  in  Austria,  at 
|be  most  distant  points  of  Prgssiai  nayi  at  the  eastern  extra* 
tremity  of  Poland.    France,  stripped  of  troops — exposed  at 
all  points-- a  population  of  eleven  millions  in  the  Peninsula, 
animated  as  one  man  against  her— a  hostile  disposition  in 
various  parts  of  the  Continent— these  islands,  peopled  with 
'm  hardy  gallant  peasantry,  trained  in  a  great  degree  to  arms 
^an  embodied  militia  from  65  to  86,000  men-— a  regulav 
anny  from  13^  tofiS5,000-*-a  local  militia  to  any  amount 
-—the  undisputed   empire  of  the  seas— tonnage  equal  to 
€on?ey  any  number  of  men — the  enemy's  shores  within 
a  &w  hours  sail*-«Il  Europe  open  to  us — What,  I  ask, 
with   these   opportunities,,  and  , such   means,    would   not 
Buonaparte  have  attempted  ?     what  would  he  not  have 
effected  ?    It  has  been  said,  that  had  we  to  select  a  spot  ia 
£iirope^  most  favourable  to  ourselves,  and  disadvantageooa 
to  the  enemy,  we  should  have  chosen  that  on  which  we  now 
act  in  the  Peninsula.      We  have  been  reminded  of  the  great 
and  appalling  difficulties  under  which  the  enemy  has  brought 
up  his  troops  and  supplies  from  the  most  distant  points, 
and  of  the  great  comparative  facility  with  which  we  have 
effected  the  same  objects,  in  consequence  of  our  maritime 
advantages  and  locality.     How  have  we  availed  ourselves  of 
these  aovantages  of  which  Ministers  boast  so  much  ?    The 
strength  of  Lord    Wellington's  army,  originally  ^£5,000 
men,  has  not  in  the  course  of  two  years  been  increased  to 
more  than  55,000  effective  British  ;  that  strength  now  much 
diminished,  in  consequence  of  our  severe  recent  losses.    Yet 
we  appear  to  be  possessed  of  a  force  amounting  to  SS5,000 
men,  from  which,  deducting  the  armies  and  garrisons  of  the 
Peninsula,  Sicily,  Gibraltar,  America,  the  Cape,  the  two 
Indias,  and  Ireland,  amounting  to  «bout  134,000,  there 
icmains  a  force  unaccounted  for  (at  least  not  employed  on 
actual  service)  of  upwards  of  400,000,  allowing  too  ia 
tbk  above  statement  (of  13j|000)  50;0U0  to  be  actual!/ 
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employed  in  the  Peninsula,  20,000  for  the  East  Indies; 
ana  as  many  for  Ireland,  both  of  which,  are  greatly  orer- 
stated  at  this  amount.    Do  these  100,000  men  really  esist  f 
If  they  do  not,  why  is  the  country  burdened  with  the  enor- 
mous expence  necessary  for  the  support  of  such  an  establish- 
ment?    If  they  are  forthcoming,  why  are  they  not,  or  a 
part  of  them,  employed  in  the  Peninsula  ?     I  shall  noft  be 
told  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep  upon  our  own  shores  a 
disposable  force  of  ]  9 1,000  men,  after  what  we  have  heard 
of  the  perfect  internal  security  afforded  by  the  Local  Mili- 
tia and  other  corps — this* security  should  be  something  more 
than  nominal,  when  it  appears  that  the  expence  to  the 
country  of  the  embodied  and   Local    Militia,    and  the 
Volunteer  Corps^  exceeds  annually  three  millions  sterling*, 
while  their  vast  numbers  render  any  other  species  of  troopa 
altogether  superfluous  for  home  defence.     Does  Lord  Wel- 
lington not  require  reinforcements  ?-— Supposing  the  French 
armies  nowlioveriftg  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal  defeated— 
nay>  according  to  the  sanguine  calculation  of  some  gentle^ 
men,  destroyed— could  this  be  effected  without  severe  loss 
on  our  side  ? — Can  we  expect,  when  we  consider  the  enemy 
we  have  to  deal  with,  that  Lord   Wellington  with   bit 
present  British  force,  aided  but  by  the  inexperienced,  how« 
ever  patlriotic  and  gallant  levies  of  Portugal  and  Spain,  con 
continue  this  contest  with  any  prospect  of  ultimate  success, 
so  long  as  we  only  afford  scanty  and  inadequate  supplies  f 
In  the  hour  of  our  success,  we  calumniate  the  enemy.    Are 
we  ignorant  how  highly  the  officers  who  led  the  van  of  the  , 
British  army  applaud  the  skill  and  valour  of  Marshal  Ney, 
and  those  troops  who  covered  the  retreat  of  Massena  ?    Do 
we  already  forget  our  own-severe  losses  on  the  Duas  Casas, 
and  that  still  more  -sanguinary,  though  glorious  conflict  of 
^ibuera  i    In  what  state  have  the  exertions  of  the  enemy 
left  our  armies  at  this  moment  for  active  operations  in  the 
Peninsula?     Would  not  a  small  reinforcement  to  him  at 
this  critical  instant  compel  us  hastily  to  retire  to  our  lines  ? 
I  deny  generally  the  humble  degraded  slate  of  the  enemy  and 
his  loss  of  military  fame  ;  and  I  do  so,  not  with  a  view  of 
offending  or  irritating  those  who  diiler  from  me^  but  to 
remove  an  impression,  which,  if  suffered  to  remain,  may  be 
greatly  injurious,  at  a  moment  when  our  exertions,  instead 
of  being  relaxed,  should  \ye  more  vigorous  than  ever.    Those 
tvho  take  credit  to  themselves  for  having  so  long  back  as 
three  years  co-operated  in  the  plan  then  formed^  and  since 
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ycwgfiferod  is,  that  of  this  penianhr  upr^  may  fa«  adnd^ 
vliy  tliey  have  not  /at  made  attempts  u>  animaie  and  dia« 
yoie  the  conntiy  to  exertions  saitaUe  to  the  occatton  ?  Did 
they  not  then  foresee »  are  they  not  now  eooTioced  of  ihm 
necessity  oif  such  exertions  if  they  look  to  ultimate  soecem  i 
If  Ministers  bad  confidence  hi  the  predictions  of  their 
General,  whose  prophetic  inspirations  they  hare  b$  loodly 
commended  as  his  military  talents«»irby,  if  they  really 
expected  .that  the  last  strunle  for  Portugal  would  be  made 
at  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras,  did  they  not  co-operatv 
with  the  exertions  of  Lord  Wellington^  and  while  he^ 
at  the  head  of  bis  army  on  the  frontiers,  was  yet  aa« 
xionsly  complying  the  fortifications  of  that  position  r  why^ 
on  their  part,  were  they  not  making  such  preparations 
at  home,  as  would  hate  enabled  them  instantaneously  to 
strengthen  him,  as  soon  as  he  should  have  been  forced  back 
iq  the  position  he  had  so  long  selected  for  the  complete  over« 
throw  of  the  enemy  ?  It  is  notorious  that  they  made  no  such 
preparation.  Was  Lord  Wellington  sufficiently  strong  ^ 
If  so,  why  was  Massena  not  attacked  before  he  took  up  his 
position  at  Santarem  ?*  Would  not  his  defeat  there,  and 
at  that  moment*  have  been  roost  desirable  i  Unquestionably 
it  would — but  the  effective  British  force,  after  the  aflSrir  of 
Suzaco,/imoonted  only  to  25,000  men,  and  the  Frtoch  had 
crossed  the  Mondego  with  about  50,000*  It  is  V'oe  that 
Lord  Wellington  highly  commended  the  discipline  and 
gallantry  of  some  of  the  allied  troops— a  circumstance 
much  insisted  upon  by  those  who  precipitately  pronounced 
on  his  conduct,  without  oonsickriog  what  should  be 
the  policy  of  a  general  and  a  statesman »  when  represent- 
ingtne  first  exertions  of  new  and  undisciplined  troops  >« 
but  it  is  evident  he  had  not  that  relianci;  on  them  which 
would  have  justi6ed  him  in  risking  any  attack  against  an 
Army  which  nearly  doubled  that  of  his  regular  force.  But 
it  nuiy  be  said*  that  Ministers  knew  be  was  sufficiently 
strong  for  the  defence  of  his  lines,  where  alone  he  intended  to 
fight.  Had  he  sufficient  force  even  for  these  lines?  It  is 
evident  that  tliey  were  convinced  he  had  not;  for  tliey  sent 
him  reinforcements,  which  however  did .  not  arrive  until 
March,  though  his  retreat  to  his  position  commenced  in  Octo- 
ber. Do  they  not  know  the  value  of  time  in  war,  of  a  day,  an 
bout  ?  Are  they,  who  with  so  much  justice  have  applauded 
th  anxiety  of  the  General  to  spare  the  lives  of  his  troops,  \f^ 
nonmt  of  those  which  may  be  saved  by  not  limiting  him  to  that 
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force  merd;^  with  which  od  a  nice  calcahiion,  arid  rdvi^g 
on  (he  heitMsm  of  his  men,  be  may  sucoebd,;  bat  not  without 
a  terrible  carnage  ?  The  10^000  m^i  tot  whdm  tbejr  applied 
to. Parliadient  m  the  spting  of  this  jear,  why  had  they  not 
taken  measures  to  obtain  in  the  last?  Why  has  not  the 
nyhole  of  the  Militia  been  long  since  rendered  disposable  for 
the  line  ?  Between  October  and  the  fint  week  io  jif  arqh^ 
liord  Wellington  did  not  reoeiye  more  than  6,000  additional 
men,  though  it  is  erklent  he  felt  himself  not  sufficiently 
strong:  in  his  lines ;'  for  in  October  he  recalled  front  Estrema*^ 
dura  Ibrquis  Romana  and  his  corps,  who  at  that  moment 
threatened  Seville,  havine  recommenced  offensite  opera* 
tioos.  The  absence  of  this  corps  from  this  point  enabled 
SouU  and  Mortier  to  combine  their  operations  against 
Badaios,  and  may  be  fiiirly  considered  as  haTing' greatly 
accelerated  the  fall  of  that  place.^-— His  Lordship  has  prored 
io  Ministers  the  great  yalile  of  a  reinfoipement,  even  of 
6>000  men ;  fdr  on  the  arrival  of  a  force  to  that  amount^ 
in  March  last,  he  was  enabled  to  undertake  the  double  opera«* 
tions  to  the  Agueda  and  the  Guadiaoa  i  he  haaako  avowed^ 
that  had  he  received  these  men  earlier,  he  would  have 
attempted  the  relief  of  Badajoa.  Ministers  may  now  indeed 
cbaunt  the  praises  of  Lord  Wellington ;  biit  it  is  evident 
they  did  not  afford  him  eflSK^tnal  support,  at  a  most  impor« 
tant  moment ;  they  may  even  be  accused  of  having  menred 
his  plans.  We  are  toldj  that  we  have  secured  for  the 
allies  an  additional  year.  Let  us  not  be  too  sure  of  this--- 
but,  granting  it|  are  we  to  rest  satisfied  ?  Is  this  the  utmost 
of  our  expectations?  An  additional  year!  Is  this  the 
nature  of  the  warfare  which  we  wage?  Is  it  for  this  ad* 
.ditional  year  only,  that  in  all  the  ^',  waste  of  blind  extm* 
vagance,"  we  are  squandering  our  treasures,  and  shedding 
the  best  blood  of  the  dmpire  ?  It  has  been  rnmoured,  that 
the  Spanish  Government  at  Cadiz  does  aot  enter  cordially 
into  Lord  Wellington's  views.  I  know  not  how  true  this 
may  be ;  but  of  this  I  am  confident,  that,  however  the  short- 
sighted politicians  of  Britain  may  consider  a  mere  protracted 
contest  beneficial  to  these  islands,  the  Spaniards  and  Por- 
tuguese  cannot  but  feel  that  war^  with  such  an  object,  must 
end  in  their  general  desolation ; — ^aiid  could  it  but  reach 
them,  that  even  the  Minister  had,  in  argument,  seemed  to 
limit  his  views  only  to  this — there  is  surely  no  inhabitant  of 
tlie  Peninsula  who  ought  not  most  anxiously  to  desire  the 
speedy  removal  of  the  British  army.  If  we  are  only  pro* 
Vol.  111-1811.  3  P 
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tmcting  the  contest  for  a  Mason,  nntti  the  vbole  of  the 
territory  of  the  Allies  shall  be  nvasted,  and  an  immeiMe 
aecMmttbttion  be  added  to  our  debt,  we  cannot  too  soon 
idom  to  oar  oivn  sliorss,  and  wait  the  coining  of  the  enemy. 
•^Bttt  the  folly  of  limiting  ojir  exertions  to  mere  self- 
defence  onist  be  oTident    Let  us  reeolteot,  that  we  are  not 
pow  at  var  to  restore^  or  protect,  any  particular  dynasty-^-* 
te  dictate  a  constitution  to  another  peopIe««nor  to  prevent 
t)ieir   procuring'  for  themselves   tliat  liberty,  ana  those 
privileges,  which  we  never  should  have  fogotten  oar  an-  - 
cestors  obtained  by  the  sword.    Of  this  we  m  ight  have  been 
accused  in  1793.     We  have  since  lived  to  see  Europe  i» 
chains,  and  our  own  subjugation  threatened.    It  is  for  this 
we  arm.    The  moment  is  then  one,  not  suited  to  dilatoriness 
or  irresolution.     We  miisi  have  no  hal.f'-measures.    The 
most  anxious  hitherto  for  peace-^the  least  sanguine  as  to  the 
fortunate  issue  of  a  continental  war,  now  avow,  that  ^'  the 
moment  appears  to  be  peculiarly  favonrable«i-K>ne  which 
'  pcesents  new  and  unexampled  facilities,  wbich^itis  oorduty 
to  seiae.*'      I^t  us  then  not  lose  so  great  an  opportnnit  v — 
Jet  us  rally  under  the  impression,  so  eloqnently  and  forcibly 
fxpre^ed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr-Bsrceval), 
that  ^'  this  enthraldrom  of  Europe  is  not  intended  to  last  fo^ 
ever«^that  possibly,  in  so  just  and  great  a  cause,  we  may  be 
Minted  out,  and  intend^  bv  Providence,  ais  the  humble 
instruments  of  deliverance  !*'  But  to  render  ourselves  worthy 
of  this  high  exaltation,  we  must  not  slumber  on  oor  posts! 
Why  have  all  our  victories  hitherto  been  so  unavailing  ? 
Beotuae  tbe  nation  has  never  put  forth  its  strength.     What 
was  the  result  of  the  victories  of  Holeia  and  Vimiera  ?  Hie 
Convention   of  Cintre.      Why  ?     Tlie  strength  of   the/ 
enemy.    What  of  the  victory  of  Gorunna  ?    Embarkation. 
What  of  tbe  victory  of  Talavera?    Retreat,  and  from 
apprehension  as  to  the  like  strength.    What  of  Barrosa  } 
Retreat   also!    withont  accomplishing  the  object  of  the 
expedition,  the  British  not  being  in  sufilcient  force.    And 
even  now,  when  we  think  ourselves  so  soocessful,  will  Lord 
Wellington  suffer  Massena  to  continue  at  Salamanca  and 
Iieon,  or  the  other  French  armies  in  Andalusia )  Supposing 
them  to  retire,  and  unite,  has  he  strength  prudently  to 
venture  into  the  heart  of  Spain,  and  to  dear  that  country  of 
an  enemy,  whom  we  scoff  at  as  discomfited  and  disgraced? 
Are  all  our  rejoicmgs  to  end  in  this,  that  Masaena,  having 
attempted  that  for  whidh  he  appears  not  to  have  had  suf*. 
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ficient  Ibice,  bat  telmd  ftom  a  6ad  poiitioB  in  F^rtiigat,- 
to  bii  fomuices  in  Spain,  nntH  it  sball  be  hb  coarenietio^, 
.  with  iRcieand  auoibers,  and  mt  a  more  iaToofable  seasMi; 
to  feturn  f    Oar  paat  and  present  cucomstances  hare  beett 
compared ;   that  is,  our  lituaf ion  now  in  tbe  Pbitnsola  fiqf 
what  it  was  in  1806.     Wbere  ate  tbe  Spanish  amies  ^ 
that  year  )    Defeated  and  dispersal  I    In  whose  hands  ari 
the  fortresses  then  oecapied  by  the  Spaniards  ?  Are  tbey  n^ 
principaUjr  held  hf  tfae'enetnyf    We  hate  treason  now  to 
exah,  bnt  at  wbat  ?    That  tbe  eaetny  bib  not  hitherto  stio 
ceeded  ia  expelling  us  from  Pbrtugall    Our  wHtcess  b*i 
^*  this  extentf.oo  more!*'    Bat  ftom  our  pteselit  rejolcibga^ 
one  might  be  disposed  to  infer,  .that  We  hid  expected 
anaihilatioo.     Why,  in  1909s  did  BuonaparM  withdraw 
himself  and  his  guards  from  Spain  ?    Was  it  not  to  defeat 
Austria  ?   and  dM  he  not  gloriously  accomplii^h  the  object  i 
Why  has  the  war  so  long  lingersd  in  the  Fmtosulaf 
Because  he  has  had  other  views^    Is  be  not  now  preparc(| 
to  enter  into  another  continental  war,  and  in  another  quarto^ 
#f  Europe,  should  dneumstanoes  render  it  necessary  f    I 
am  sorry  to  peroeife  an  anxiety  in  thb  country  for  such  a 
war.    We  seem  alike  imorant  of  the  strength  and  sltuatioa 
of  the.  enemy,  and  indtflfeient  to  tbe  fate  of  other  nations 
••-'eager  for  revenge^  we  cry,  for  blood,  r^kleto  ofthe  con*' 
sequences^     It  has  often  been  our  policy  to  excite  tbe  Gon« 
tinent  to  wvr-'iNkI  wbea  tbe  misfortnnes  of  out  Allis, 
possibly  our  Mtoot,  had  sepamted  them  from  its,  we  have 
namedialely  had  recoune  to  an  envenomefl,  liKberal  abuse 
'-^provin^  oursettes  no  tes  powerful  id  enttVity,  than  un^ 
Mr?ioeabii'  in  frienship.     Ho#  cruell?  have  not  the  Bus*' 
iians  beeA  aspened,  against  whom  the  peti  eVdft  of  tkt 
katned  and  the  wise  has^  with  little  justice  and  less  chsnity, 
lieen  directed-**whbse  rery  tirtues,  with  a  shtmekas  ingra«> 
titode^  hare  been  represented  as  tiees  i    Hatihg  ontsdYeSy 
in  1807,  been  mere  spectators  of 'the  scene»  we  haresinoi 
darfid  to  question  thut  merit,  whioh  eyei^  our  commfon  enennr 
has  acknowledged^!  say  our  ooptmoa  enemy,  for  Pmnce  H 
atill  bk  heart  ^  enemy  of  Rossia.    Should  the  En^ros 
Alexander  be  so  ill  advised  as  to  break  with  Prenee  at  this 
'moment,  whatsM  likdy  lo  be  our  occapatioiis )    I  fore  do 
not  maierialty  change  our  system,  we  sbMl  perhaps  advance 
a  little  farther  isito  iht  Psninsula,  sttll  with  an  iAHdequate 
Ibice;     Wettdiall  sobsidtae  Rassia,  if  she  will  dei^  to 
acoeptr-^and  provided « no  hitherto  undisoovenxl  rocik>  or 
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iiUiiid,  attiapb  our  notice,  yftt  mfty  tend  toaoma  pout  of  the 
Continent^  far  distant  from  the  loene  of  acti0n»  and  late  ia 
the  war,  a  corps  uneqaal  to  effectnal  iniprei8ion»  hot  just 
iuficient  to  enooumge  the  deluded  people,  (natnrally  dis-r 
Mntentcd  with  the  tjraony  under  which  ihey  ezift).  to  riae 
1m  ams ;  and  having  elated  them  by  our  preaenoe  aJbandoca 
iifm  to  their  (ate,  after  having  exhausted  their  conotry^ 
laid  exposed  them  to  the  chastisement  of  an  irritated  master, 
^ow  have  you  been  hitherto  wagbg  war  against  Baona.* 
parti  i  By  exhausting  your  treasury,  and  discouraging 
pven  voar  own  people,  by  repeated  continental  fitilures— 

Cu  flatter  yourselfes  you  are  making  a  great  exertion » 
cause  incurrinj^  an  enormous  debt ;  but  wluie»  doubtleiSt 
Em  are  sticceeding  in  this,  do  you  thereby  advance  one 
ch  towards  limiting  the  power  of  France,  which  if  snf« 
fered  to  acquire  strength  in  the  rapid  manner  it  has  done^ 
will  fhake  your  empire  to  its  very  foundation }  Yoa 
imagine  that  you  are  safe  at  homer-Are  you  sol— *Yoa 
have  indeed  cballeaged  the  enemy  to  your  coasts,  and  witb 
Ijttle  justice  aind  less  mod^sty>  have  proclaimed  him  afraid 
to  meet  yoq  |    You  doubt  his  intentions  to  invade.— Look 

8  his  levies  of  seamen,  and  his  other  naval  praparatioos.-^ 
ear  his  threats— But  you  believe  the  thing  to  be  impracti* 
cable.  Examine  his  means,  and  recollect  your  own  history  I 
Have  you  not  heard  from  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
that  the  labours  of  the  enemy  to  complete  his  navy  are  inoea- 
saot,  tl|at  lie  Iumi  n^cly  ready  for  sea  aixty-four  sail  of  the 
line-rtbat,  cwupaoding  all  the  naval  isaouroesa  and  most  of 
the  pprts  of  Europe,  it  would  be  ^f  idle  to  question  his  capa* 
bility  of  rendering  himself  foranidable  as  a  naval  power  V^ 
You  have  frequepdy  experienced  the  gallantry  of  die  seamea 
of  ilqiland,  Fraince,  and  Spain,  tp  whom  those  of  Sweden 
and  Denmark  do  not  yield— those  of  Genoa  and  Venice 
have  also  bad  their  day ;  why  Qot  again  i  Greece  and  her 
islands  have  hitherto  furnished  abondanoe  of  seamen  to  the 

3eets  of  Turkey  and  Russia.  AHi  or  the  greater  part  of 
liese  countnes^  are  under  tbe  absolute  control  of  Baona« 
.  part^*  W(5  have  been  lately  more  successful  than  usual  on 
the  Continent,  because  we  nave  applied  more  of  our  pby<« 
sical  stitengtb.  %\m  enemy  has  beeu  less  so,  from  not 
havjog  jMfni  able  to  direct  all  his  energies  to  one  point,  as 
in  his  former  vaiv.  Our  success,  then,  and  the  enemy*g 
retreat,  prove  the  truth  of  my  pdaition^  which  is,  not  that 
numbers  vi)l#  aod  i|lways  bare  baeii  yjctorious,  but  that 
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fvriihoHt  a  propoittOQ&ble  strength  it  is  imposaible  to  socceed. 
'6ucb  troops  as  gained  the  battles  of  Talairera,  Barrosa,  and 
those  of  Portugal,  cannot  be  too  confidently  retied  upon : 
l^ut  they  should  not  be  devoted  in  small  numbers,  where 
•  their  beroitn  only  can  be  proved ;  let  them  be  sent  forth 
in  armies  equal  to  protect  us.    The  enemy/ in  bis  wild  io- 
•atjable  ambition,  tias  chosen  to  contend  on  a  theatre  most 
' diiadvantageous  to  him:  he  has  already  been  too  rush» 
Had  he  originally  resolved  on  not  advancing  until  he  had 
first  completely  subdued  and  organited  the  provinces  through 
which'  be  marched — ^had  he  never  advanced  iuto  Portugal 
until  he  had  conquered  the  whole  of  Spain,  he  would  have 
acted  a  much  more  rational  part.    By  his  precipitation  h^ 
^as  considerably  increased  his  own  embarrassments-^Spain 
once  subdued.  IPortugal  must  have  speedily  fallen.    Buo- 
naparte has  hitherto  waged  successful  wars  against  the  cor« 
mpt  and  feeble  governments  of  Europe,  who  mouldered  at 
his  very  touch ;  but  he  never  before  was  engaged  in  a  con-* 
<est  with  a  whole  people,  who  have  no  government  to  sell 
or  betray  them.    One  district  may  be  held  in  subjection 
^y  the  presence  of  an  army ;  ipeanwfiile  the  neighbouring 
province  ri^ies.      This  species  of  warfare  in  omer  times 
'Would  have  exhausted  any  invading  nation.    Such  a  con* 
test^  well  managed,  may  yet  prove  too  much  even  for  Buo* 
naparte.     There  never  was  a  period  in  the  history  qf  this 
country  when  the  union  of  politiGal  and  military  knowledge 
were  so  necessary,  or  might  be  so  advantageously  exerted 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  as  at  the  present  hour^ ''  this 
important  hour,**  perhaps  "  the  very  crisis  of  oar  fate.** 
We  have  reason  to  feel  somewhat  of  confidence,  which  wa 
have  not  had  for  some  time,  not  so  much  owing  to  what  we 
have  ourselves  achieved,  as  in  consequence  of  the  serious 
difficulties  in  which  the  enemy  has  involved  himself;'  but 
We  must  not  believe  those  who  say  he  will  abandon  his 
views  in  Spain.     Sucli,  under  his  difficulties,  might  be  the 
conduct  of  a  Bourbon-rra  legitimate  Prince,  who  mighty 
without  risk,  retire  within  his  hereditary  dominions ;  but 
he  who  has,  by  bis  sword,  possessed  himself  of  the  empire 
of  the  West,  and  is  encircled  by  those  he  has  despoiled, 
cannot  venture  to  retrograde*— he  must  prove  hiui^self  inviu. 
cible,  or  relinquish  every  thing.     We  are  checked  in  all 
our  sanguine  expectations,  by  the  apprehensions  of  the 
cautions,  and  the  financial  calculations  of  the  economical^ 
and  every  suggestion  for  opposing  an  effe'ctual  resistance  to 
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tbe  power  of  Fraaoe,  is  mei  by  a  reference  to  the  already 
protracted  leDgth,  the  frequent  foilures,  and  burtbeosome 
nature  of  tbe  contest.    I  am  aware  of  this ;  but  I  am  con* 
vincedy  that  however  unwisely  we  have  hitherto  conducted 
the  war,  we  poasess  tbe  means  to  act  otherwise ;  and  if  it 
be  admitted  that  we  cannot  make  pei^  with  safrtyi  the 
war  should  be  carried  on  with  energy,  unless  we  would 
have  the  power  of  Britain  crooch  to  that  of  France.    It  ia 
then  incumbent  on  us  at  length  to  put  forth  our  strength-^ 
if  we  do  not»  then  indeed  will  all  our  former  exertions  bare 
been  rendered  wholly  unprofitable.    I  admit  our  expeodi- 
lure  hitherto  to  have  been  immeuse'-mnfortunately,  in  um 
many  instances,  profligate  and  useless !    What  sums  have 
there  not  been  expended  since  17S)S»  on  coast  and  insular 
expeditions,  and  on  some  moat  wild  Continental  ones, 
many  of  which  have  not  been  enumerated  I    How  many 
millions  in  sbbsidi^,  some  of  them  most  objectionable*— 
in  foreign  levies — home  fortificauons»  quite  annecessary*^ 
barracks,  and  other  whims !    A  small  part  of  these  suiot 
would  have  enabled  us  to  have  acted  as  principals,  mcil 
formidable  too»  on  the  Continent.      We  have  been  re* 
minded  of  tlie  war  system  of  our  ancestors  ;  that  we  should 
adhere  to  that,  and  depend  on  our  navy.     It  is  idle  to  look 
for  precedents  in  times  quite  dissimilar  to  those  in  which  vre 
live.    Our  ancestors .  knew  no  such  dangers  as  those  to 
which  we  are  exposed.    1  have  lamented  the  divisioBjand 
misapplication  of  our  force,  and  have  expcessed  a  wish  for 
concentrated,  formidable  fttUicks ;  for  vrar  with  energy,  not 
as  we  have  waged  it>  war  with  no  partial  views,  but  compre* 
hending  the  interests  of  the  civilised  world ;  war,  as  the 
soldiers  of  a  great  empire,,  not  as  the  pirates  of  a  petty 
state !     It  Is  evident  from  a  retrospect  of  our  prgoeeaings  . 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  that  we  have  never 
be^n  in  sufficient  force  on  the  Continent,  and  oo  refereece 
to  the  army  estimates  of  each  yeari  it  appears,  that  we  have 
not  employed  in  oikr  continental  expeditions  any  thing  Uke 
the  quantum  of  force  which  the  military  establishments  of 
the  country  enabled  us  to  employ ;  that  we  have  never  been 
at  the  moment,  nor  at  any  point,  where,  supposing  sttccest 
to  have  attended  our  armS,  we,  or  our  allies,  oould  have  es» 
sentially  benefited ;  that  we  have  never  anticipated,  but 
have  al way a^ awaited,  in  stupid  gaze,  the  coming  of  events  ;^ 
that  we  have  therefore  never  prepared  in  due  time ;  that 
we  have  seldom  had  a  fixfd  plan  of  our  own ;  but  have 


nrVE  ?•]      MILTTABY   POLICT  OP  THE  CaiTllTRT.        471> 

usttftUy  looked  to  the  enemy  for  our  motions ;  that  of  tneh 
plans  as  we  had  devised,  and  attempted  the^xecation, 
most  flf  them  were  conceived  in  utter  ignorance;  some  ac- 
complished, and  others  sought  to  be  accomplished,  in  vio* 
lation  of  solemn  treaties^  and  the  most  sacred  principles  of 
the  laws  of  nations  I    We  have  lost  the  finest  opp6rtuni* 
ties !     We  have  exhausted  ourselves  in  a  vast  variety  of 
insular,  and  some  purely  buccaneering  expeditions,  which 
have  thicown  a  deceitful  colouring  of  glory  on  our  arms,  and 
which  appear  to  have  enriched »  white,  in  fact,  they  have 
impoverished  the  state^  and  deceived  the  people  with  an  ap« 
pearance  of  security,    strength,  and  ^prosperity,  entirely 
fictitious.    This  system  has  depreciatea  our  military  cha* 
racter,  called  in  question  our  capability  and  good   faith, 
and  afford^  an  opportunity  to  the  enemy  nearly  to  accom- 
plish his  deep«laid  scheme  of  universal'  empire,  while  oqr 
<xmqnest  of  the  insular  world  avails  us  nothing.    But  this 
is  not  the  moment  fot  complaint';  the  past  is  irretrievable-^ 
the  fnture  is  yet  our  owa!     I  cannot  conceal  from  the 
House  my  conviction,  that  this  ct>ntest,  sustained  in  the 
manner  in  which  we  are  noir  carrying  it  on,  cannot  fail  to 
terminate  fatally.     At  this  moment  the  efficient  force  under 
Lord  Wellington  is  over-fated  at  95,000  men.     It  is  also 
divided,  and  dpposed  by  superior  French  armies;  these 
armies,  certain  soon  to  obtain  considerabfe  reinforcements. 
What  are  our  views  ?     For  the  moment  we  are  taking  up 
strong  positions  on  the  frontiers,  wl\ere,  at  immense  loss, 
we  have  repulsed  the  enemy ;  but  the  intention,  the  avowed 
plan,  is  to  fall  back  to  our  position,  when  the  enemy 
shall  have  strength  to  advance  in  force,  and*  to  re-occupy 
our  lilies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lisbon,  which  require 
70,000  men  to  defend.    But  should  our  losses  continue  in 
.  the  proportion  that  they  have  been  since  the  opening  of 
this  campaign,  and  our  supplies  be  as  slowly  and  sparingly 
furnished  as  they  have  been  since  tiie  commencement  of 
the  Peninsular  war,  the  result  cannot  be  problematical,  but 
failure  the  most  complete,  inevitable.     One  cannot  hear 
with  patience,  after  all  our  boasted  facilities  and  maritime 
Sadvantages,  and  the  great  difficulties  nnJer  which   the 
enemy  carries  on  his  operations  in  the  Peninsula,  that  at 
this  moment,  while  v!^  J3ossess  a  numerous  useless  cavalry 
at  bottie,  which  we  could  (as  it  were  in  a  moment)  transport 
to  the  opposite  shores,  we  are  greatly  outnumbered  even  in 
that  arm.    One  cannot  silently  bear  the  mefit  of  such  an 
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•neoay  decried,  after  his  having  orercome  all  these  ob^ 
siaclesi  and  recemly  performed  some  of  the  most  dificalt 
and  gallant  military  achievements,  such  as  the  retreat  frona 
Santarrm,  the  evacuation  of  Almeida^  with  the  destruction 
of  that  fortresst  and  the  preservation  of  its  garrison ;  and 
the  undaunted  heroism  displayed  in  the  late  sanguinary 
battle,  where,  on  the  heights  of  Albuera,  the  troops  of  th# 
two  most  warlike  nations  of  the  earth  never  more  distin^ 

Biished  themselves,  though  victory  declared  in  favour  of 
ritain.«-Mr.  Hutchinson  concluded  by  moving  tlie  fol« 
lowing  Resolutions  :-^ 

''  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  bis  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent «  td  asswre  his  Royal  Highness 
of  the  unfeigned  attachment  of  this  House  to  his  person 
and  ^vernmenty  and  their  undiminished  confidence  in 
his  wisdom,  vigour,  and  perseverance ;  the  display  and  ex^ 
ercise  of  which  qualities  in  tbe  administration  of  the  affiurs 
of  the  empire  can  alone,  under  the  bletsing  of  Providence^ 
bring  tbe  arduous  contest  in  which  they  are  engaged,  to  a 
happy  and  glorious  termination. 

**  That,  called  upon  as  this  House  has  been,  to  impose 
many  and  grievous  burdens  on  a  loval,  patient,  and  affec- 
tionate people,  they  should,  nevertneless,  &il  in  their  duty 
towards  themselves,  his  Royal  Highness,  and  their  country, 
if  they  did  not  declare  their  firm  conviction,  that  it  is  by 
additional  sacrifices  alone,  and  superadded  vigour,  they 
can  ever  hope  to  bring  this  war  to  a  safe  and  honourable 
conclusion ;  a  war  unesampled  in  its  extent  and  duration^ 
in  which  they  contend  not  for  glory,  empire  and  dominion^  ' 
bitt  for  existence. 

''  If  their  efforts  have  been  great,  they  must  be  stiH 
greater ;  if  their  sacrifice!  have  been  many,  they  must  be 
still  more»nu;nerou8.  They  cannot  but  recollect;  that  they^ 
arm  for  the  independence  of  man  against  embattled  Europe 
-—awed  by  the  assumed  authority,  and  subdued  by  tbe  power 
of  one  relentless  mind,  whose  policy,  whose  ambition, 
whose  hope,  is  the  destruction  or  this  country,  and  all  its 
proud  establishments. 

*'  That  anxious  as  they  ore  to  obtain  a  durable^  a  safe, 
and  honourable  peace,  they  can  see  no  means  of  obtaining 
this  inesiiniablc  good,  but  in  the  vigorous  prosecation  of  the 
war,  in  a  strict  economy  of  all  the  remaining  resources,  ift 
an  indissoluble  union,  ny  one  coaimon  interest,  of  every 
dass  of  his  Mijesty's  subjects,  and  in  military  ^orts  pro* 
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portiooaie  to  the  danger,  and  limited  only  by  the  extent 
and  powers  of  exertion  whicii  are  to  be  found  in  tbb 
empiPe. 

^*  Thtit^  in  comnon  with  all  his  Majesty's  faitkfiit  sab- 
jects»  they.  Ihivc  to  lament  former  failures,  and  to  rejoice  al 
present  successes. 

'*  That,  in  this  protracted  warfare,  much  has  occurred  to 
instruct  igooraiioe,  and  chastise  presumption— -and  a  great 
deal  to  inspite  hope  and  fuiure  confidence.  Xbat  if  some* 
tbing  has  been  done,  much  remains  to  be  performed-*- 
which  can  never  be  accompli&hed  without  the  most  sted* 
fast  reirnrd  and  attention  to  those  fixed  and  immutable 
military  principks,  wiihout  which  exertion  must  be  useless, 
and  courage  iiseir  unavailing.^' 

T/»e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  began  by  stating  that 
the  lion«  gentleman  had  misunderstood  him  in  suppost;)g 
that  he  me&nt  to  speak  contemptuously  of  the  military 
power  of  France.  When  he  talked  of  the  military  cha- 
racter being  lowered,  he  only  meant  that  it  had  fallen 
aomewhat  Irom  that  extraordinary  and  unnatural  height  to 
which  it  had  before  risen,  and  seemed  to  be  approaching 
to  its  natural  level.  As  to  the  charge  of  the  exertions  of 
JLord  Wellington  being  starved  by  want  of  support  from 
Ministers,  he  would  rather  that  it  should  be  conceived  that 
their  exertions  were  too  contracted,  than  that  they  bad 
been  too  lavish  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  country.  He 
was  "however  sure,  that  Lord  Wellington  was  not  of  opinion 
that  he  was  too  weak  last  winter  to  attack  the  Frencn  with 
any  chance  of  success.  Lord  Wellington  knew  well  the 
value  of  the  treasure  that  was  confided  to  him  in  the  army 
lie  commanded,  and  therefore  did  not  wish  to  risk  it  when 
be  calculated  on  obtainii^g  bk  objects  without  that  risk  or 
sacrifice.  Lord  Wellington  knew  that  the  country  had  re» 
sources  to  aid  him  when  he  should  call  for  them  ;  atid 
jslthopgh  they  did  not  arrive  so  soon  as  could  be  wished, 
yet  these  men  were  on  ship-board  as  soon  after  the  succours 
were  demanded  as  they  could  be  marched  to  the  vessels. 
•Gentlemen  might,  in  their  closets,  suppose  it  was  very  ea^y 
to  send  armies  of  100,n(X)  to  the  Continent ;  hut  it  must  be 
considered,  that  if  the  means  of  supporting  atid  maintaining 
such  armies  are  wantinjg,  it  is  not  increasini^  the  force  of  an 
army  merely  to  add  to  its  numbers.  Ou  the  contrary, 
making  such  exertions  as  the  country  wa<)  not 'able  to 
HiAifttaiii,  would  be  a  sure  .way  to  exhaust  the  means  ot 
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making  lh«  reguUr  exenionft  wbioh  irottid  beaeeeMsry  ia  a 
content  of  whigh  no  niftn  could  foresee  the  diuratioD  or  tef* 
mioHtioD.  He  supposed  the  honourable  member  had  onljr 
takeh  that  opportunity  to  record  his  opinions  on  the  9ut>« 
ject,  and  .(hai^  having  taken  it^  he  wou)d«  perhapa^  not  wUh 
to  press  his  motion. 

Mr.  Hutchinton  shortly  replied,  and  gare  it  as  jhis  de- 
cided ofMoion,  that  unless  there  was  a  NocUiero  war»  we 
ahould  be  driven  out  of  the  Peninsula  before  Parhameot 
net  again,  unless  more  vigorous  measures  were  pursued. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  negatived  without  a  dxxir 
aioo« 

THE   ECGENCY. 

• 

Mr.  Wiitbread  began  by  stating,  that  if  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session  he  bad  any  hopes  of  a  fuller  attendao^^ 
of  members  by  postponing  bis  motion,  he  should  not  now 
press  it*  tie  had,  very  early  in  the  discussion  on  the  Re- 
gency Bill,  called  upon  the  right  hon*.  geutleman  to  state* 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  propose  any  measure  ip 
secure  the  country  from  the  recurrence  of  such  delays  and 
inconveniences  again,  in  case  at  any  future  time  there 
ahould  be  an  incapacity  on  the  part  of  the  Crown*  As  the 
right  hon  gentleman  did  not  think  proper  to  propose  such 
security  for  the  future,  be  had  pledged  nimselt  to  bring  thf 
subject  forward  in  the  course  of  the  present  Session,  and  he 
ahould,  therefore,  now  shortly  state  such  observations  aa 
occurred  to  him.  We  must  recollect,  that  an  event  migh^ 
Jiappen  (of  which,  thank  God,  there  was  no  immediate, 
probability),  but  us  all  men  are  mortal,  it  might  happen 
that  the  Prince  Regent  himself  might  die  during  the  inca- 
pacity of  the  King,  and  what  would  be  the  situation  of  thf 
country  m  such  a  case  i  The  heir  (o  the  throne  is  a  minor ; 
the  next  heir  is  his.  royal  highness  thie  Duke  of  York,  now 
Commander  in  Cliief^of  the  Army.  He  hoped  that  it  would 
not  be  supposed  that  he  meant  to  insinuate  that  his  Royal 
Highness  was  in  the  least  degree  deficient  in  the  dutiful  al^ 
fection  due  to  the  Regent»  or  his  family.  As  it,  however, 
had  been  always  said  in  the  discussions  on  the  Regency 
Bill,  that  the  provisions  muk  be  general  for  a  prince,  and 
iiot  for  the  Prince;  so  when  he  mentioned  the  circumstance 
of  an  heiress  to  the  Crown  being  a  minor,  he  only  meant  to 
shew  that  i^  was  possible  that  cases  might  occur,  and  that 
it  would  b^  very  easy  to  suppose  those  cases,  where  thi 


Host  serious  inconTeniencie«r  might  result  to  the  hnttoti' 
horn  there  being  no  fixed  course  pointed  out  for  supplying 
llie  deBciencjr  of  the  Executive  Power.  When  ne  had 
ttriced^  why,  after  the  many  severe  indispositions  with 
wtiieh  his  Majfcsty  tiad  been  before  «fflicted,  some  Parlia- 
mentary provision  should  not  have  been  made  to  guard  the 
nation  against  the  recurrence  of  such  inconvenience;  he 
had  been  answered,  that  there  were  great  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  it.  He  thought^  however,  that  merely  to  say  again' 
that  there  were  difficulties^  would  not  be  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  tbe  House,  arid  to  the  country,  for  not  doing 
now  that  whic^h  ought  to  have  been  done  a  long  time  ago. 
He  could  not  avoid  stating,  that  the  House  and  the  country- 
appeared  to  have  been  deceived  about  the  state  of  bis  Mu« 
jesty'i  health  ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  session.  '  The 
first  day  of  (be  session  the  House  was  told,  that  there  was  a' 

?*eat  probability  of  his  Majesty*s  immediate  recovery.' 
his  was  repeated  week  after  week,  and  day  after  day. 
When  the  Regency  Bill  was  pending'in  Parliament,  it  was 
said,  both  in  that  House  and  out  of  it,  that  the  Bill  would 
never  pass,  for  that  his  Majesty  was  on  the  point  of  re- 
assuming  his  Royal  functions.  Since  that  time  the  public 
had  been  kept  in  the  dark  respecting  his  Majesty's  healthy 
by  a  succession  of  enigmatical,  inconclusive,  and  delusive 
accounts,  cailled  buUetinsM  This  deception  had  gone  on  sd 
far,  that  folly  itself  could  no  longer  believe  that  a  man  was 
perpetually  advancing  to  recovery,  without  ever  reaching 
it.  There  was  now  a  public  rumour,  that  the  physicians 
had  differed  respecting  the  probability  of  recovery,  and 
afaai  great  differences  of  opinion  h&d  also  taken  place  among 
the  members  of  her  Majesty's  Council.  These  were 
grounds  in  his  opinion  sufficient  fo^  the  House  to  demand 
an  examination  of  their  own  before  the  session  was  closed;,. 
What  were  they  to  think  of  the  last  but  letin,  "that  his 
Majesty's  drsorder  had  received  afresh  accession,  but  was 
not  increasing  ?**  Did  that  accotmt  give  them  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  disorder,  or  eould 
they  learn  by  it  whether  he  was  now  better  or  worse  than 
he  was  on  the  ddth  of  last  October  ?  If  bis  Majesty  should 
soon  be  declared  well,  and  re-assume  ibe  j>ower,  and  after^ 
Wards  relapse,  Parliament  must  begin  de  riorco  ^ith  another 
Regency  Bill ;  and  this  might  possibfy  happen  even  in  the 
limited  period  that  Ministers  had  marked  for  tlie  duration 
of  the  present  Bilh     If  his  Majesty  should  resame  bis 
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power,  tbeie  U  an  end  of  the  pretent  Bill;  mtiA  if  be  should 
afterwards  relapse,  there  mtist  be  another  Bill.  If  there  had 
been  a  msjority  io  the  QoeetiV  Coancil,  and  bis  Maiestjr 
had  been  declared  welL  all  this  inconvenience  must  nave 
happened,  as  a  relapse  has  already  taken  place.  He  con* 
dnded  by  niOTing,  that  this  House  shoola  fis  some  day 
next  week  for  considering  the  state  of  tlie  nation  with  re- 
spect to  this  8ubiect«  He  should  move  that  Thursday  next 
tne  House  should  resolve  itKlf  into  such  a  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  vf  thi  Excht^er  saM,  he  .could  not  ap» 
prove  of  any  fixed  rule  being  laid  down  to  govern  all  future 
cases,  and  considered  that  rarliament  should  be  left  free 
and  unfettered,  to  regulate  every  particular  case  which 
might  occur,  according  to  its  peculiar  circumitances.  He 
could  very  easily  conceive  that  cases  might  in  tuture  occnr^ 
t»  which  Parli^mentmight  think  proper  to  exercise*  very 
diflerent  judff meot,  both  about  the  person  to  whom  the  Re* 
gencv  should  be  entrusted,  and  with  respect  to  the  powers 
which  were  to  be  riven.  AVhenever  the  event  should  occur 
that  the  honoural>ie''gentleman  alluded  to.  Parliament  would 
be  the  proper  judge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  deficiency 
of  the  Executive  was  to  be  supplied ;  and  as  to  the  present 
year,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  labours  of  the 
present  Parliament  on  the  subject  would  diminish  very 
much  the  difficulty  of  passing  another  Re^ncy  Bill,  if  it 
should  be  necessary*  As  to  the  reports  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  mentioned  of  differences  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  Members  of  the  Qoeen*s  Council,  he  could  assure 
the  'honourable  gentleman,  that  such  reports  )^^d  never 
leached  bis  ears,  nor  did  he  believe  that  there  was  any  ma- 
terial difference  of  opinion  among  hisMajesty*s  Physicians. 
The  Bill  now  in  force  provided  expressly,  that  FarliHrnent 
should  soon  meet  again,  if  his  Majesty  sliould  re-assume 
bis  power;  and  the  only  permanent  measure  to  which  he 
could  possibly  give  his  assent,  would  be  some  provision  for 
the  meeting  of  Parliament  very  shortly  after  the  Royal  in- 
capacity  should  be  once  declared.  When  Parliament  was 
once  assembled,  it  was  for  them  in  their  wisdom  tt>  decide 
upon  tli^  best  means  of  supplying  the  deficiency  in  tlie  £xe- 
^mtive  Power. 

Atr.  B.  Bathursi  thought  it  perfectly  proper  that  some 
expedient  should  be  devised  to  secure  the  House  from  a  re* 
petition  of  the  ioconveniencies  which  it  had  already  felt: 
but  the  present  was  not  the  time  he  wpuld  have  cbuaen* 
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Mr.  Cmmmg  covAii  not  aUo^tber, approve  or  disapprove 
of  the  motion.  Tbe  great  difiiculty  which  hung  oppn  Uie 
Uooaa  in  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  Sieasion^  way,  tbe  question  of 
form ;  the  mode  in  which  ihe^  abookl  set  about  sttpplyia§^ 
the  deficiency  of  tbe  Executive.  The  delay  was  on  tbe 
form,  and  that  form  •ought  to  be  settled  as  soon  as  it  conid 
be  done  with  propriety.  All  that  was  afterwards  to  be  ar« 
ranged,  was  the  designation  of  the  Regeqt,  and  the  limita<- 
tibns  of  bis  authority.  He  thought  that  the  mode  adopted 
in  1788,  of  setting  theGreat  Seal  in  motion  by  the  act  of  the 
two  Houset)  was  tbe  one  most  fit  for  adoption,  and  that  some 
expression  on  thia  point  should  be  determined.  But  whea 
the  House  was  urged  to  make  a  provision  for  a  crisis' which 
turned  on  circumstances  beyond  the  power  of  the  House  to 
••certain,  be  must  think  that  f he  motion  was  injudicious.  If 
the  House  acceded  to  the  motion  before  them,  and  defined 
the  nature  of  tbe  Regency  in  future*  they  must  either  call 
on  the  Prince  to  sanction  restrictions  in  the  face  of  his  own 
declared  opinion,  or  they  most  leave  future  Regents  free  of 
all  restrictions,  and  throw  a  sli&ht  on  the  present  one.  If 
any  tfaiiig  ought  to  be  defined,  it  was  merely  the  mode  of 
proceeding  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  tbe  Executive :  but 
even  that  had  better  be  deferred  until  the  throne  was 
filled  by  t|ieKing  restored  to  health,  or  by  the  lawful  suc« 
eessor,  who  was  fixed  in  possession  fully,  peaceably,  and 
permanently. 

Mr,  Wmbread  replied  briefly.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  bad  disclaimed  any  knowledge  of  the  fnct,  that 
the  Queen's  Council  divided  on  tbe  fitness  of  the  King  for 
office;  bat  nothing  abort  of  a  positive  denial  should  make 
the  sutement  disbelieved  by  him  (Mr.  Whitbread)-  The. 
equal  division  of  the  Council y  and  the  very  names  of  the 
voters,  were  given  to  the  public;  all  this  tetided  to  make 
the  fact  most  probable.  He  intended  in  the  Committee  to 
propose  something  of  this  kind,  and  next  an  examination 
of  the  Physicians*  Tbe  third  object  would  have  been  to 
make  the  Bill  attach  immediately  on  the  relapse  of  the 
King. 

The  Honse  then  divided : — 

For  the  Motion        .        •      '  •        •        SS  , 
i\gainttit        •        •        ...        .        94; 

Majority         •         .         .         72 
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The  Hoa«e  went  inta  a  Coititntttee  of  Sflmply,  in  which 
th6  followiDg  ftomt  weie  Toied  ?— To  the  v^eifoanr  Col*« 
l^e»  1,000/.;  for  the  mainteiuiDGe  of  the  PoOt  Cflergy, 
100,000/. ;  for  works  U  the  Martbalsea  IViaon,  4|500/. 

Adjoonwd. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

T0E8DAT)  JUMB  11. 

mSTILLBRIEI. 

Earl  B^hmnt  moTed  the  teoond  readiag  of  the  Iriik 
Ihitiet  and  DrAwbacks  Bill. 

The  Hurl  of  Lauderdale  expressed  his  astovishinent  thst 
die  oobJe  £arl  had  not  ^iven  some  expiunatioo  on  the  sain 
ject  of  this  Bill«  comaioiDgi  asitdid,  aclaoseruimnisto  tfaer 
Distilleries  of  this  country. 

Earl  Baihuni  contended,  that  the  noUe  Earl's objectioQ 
only  applying  to  a  |)articalar  clause,  the  time  for  discussing 
it  was  in  the  Committee,  and  that  to  the  prtncipte  of  the 
Bill  there  coold  be  no  objection,  its  object  being  theannoai 
coniinuatbn  of  the  Irish  Duties,  which  would  ezpha  on  the 
5th  of  July. 

The  Earl  of  Lavderdale  recurred  to  what  he  had  staled 
on  a  former  dav.  on  the  clause  relative  to  the  Drawback  ob 
Spiriu  exported  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,and  observed 
that  by  the  operation  of  this  clause,  the  friish  distiller 
would  be  actually  enabled  to  land  his  spirits  in  London  at 
an  expence  amounting  to  lOd.  less  per  gallon  than  the 
prime  cost  of  a  gallon  of  spirits  manufactured  here.  It  was 
evident,  therefore,  that  ilie  distillers  in  Great  Britain  would 
be  thus  rendered  wholly  unable  to  sell  their  spirits,  and 
must  suspend  the  workin;:^  of  their*  distilleries.  He  was 
aware  that  the  Government,  conscious  of  the  evil  ^hich 
would  thus  be  inflicted,  had  prepared  another  Bill,  which 
was  now  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  object  of 
which  was  to  suspend  the  drawbacks  in  England  and  Scot* 
I^uid  until  the  next  Session;  but  this  also  would  be  a  great 
evil,  as  ihcdistilicrSy  particuUiriy  in  Scotland,  had  not  ca» 
pi  rl  enough  to  go  on  under  such  circumstances;  His  ob« 
j  '  t,  tlieretbre,  was  to  postpone  the  second  reading  of  thia 
Billy  until  the  other  came  up  from  the  Commons,  that 
they  might  have  both  Bills  befora  them-^and  with  that 


yiew  be.moned  to  pottpone  the  seconil  reading  tiil  this  day 
je'noigbu 

£aW  Uatkmmt  obaoncd,  tbat  if  the  clause  dow  objected 
to  was  Dot  agreed  to,  the  Irish  distiller  would,  aa  the  Ihw 
BOW  atoKkd*  becQtitled  to  a  greater  drawback  than  he  would 
tiHider  this  clauae,  and  the  eril  eomplained  of  would  of 
course  be  itfaetgreAter.  He  thought  tbe  proper  time  for  dis* 
cusaiog  tiie  femedy  for  the  evil  would  be  when  the  other 
Bill  caoneup  frdoi  the  CenioaoiM,  and  therefore  objected  to 
deling  tlie  ffiQKress  of  the  present  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Boislyn  supported  the  argument  of  the'J^larl 
.of  La«lderd9ie« 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  objected  to  the  postponement  of 
ibeBiU.  ' 

Emrl  Spenctr  thought  they  oQ«;fat  to  have  the  other 
Bill  before  4hcm,  previous  to  proceeding  on  the  present 
BilU 

The  House  divided  oo  the€|uestion,  that  the  w(>rd  ^^now^ 
atand  part  of  she  queatioa. 

Contents      •        ...         <        M 
Proxies        .  .     .*       •        .        .        42 

—54 

Not  Contents       .        . '      .        .        tO 

Proxies  '      •        t         .         •         •        ^1 

—41 

Majority         ..       .         •         IS 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Thursday.  %     . 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAT,  JUNE   U. 
PARLIAMENTAnr   BEFOEM. 


^  Mr^  Whithrtad  presented  a  Petition  from  the  county  of 
lient,  for  Pariiamentary  Reform. 

The  Petition  was  brought  up  and  read.  It  purported  to 
Resigned  by  the  inhabitants  assembled  in  County  Meeting, 
and  coatained  a  detail  of  various  grievances  proceeding 
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frocn  tlie  iaiperfcctHNi  and  ioadcmaey  of  the  represen* 
tat  ion  of  the  people,  and  prayed  that  that  honourable 
House  would  take  the  tubject  imo  its  iarioas  conside- 
ration. 

Mr.  Wkitbrt^d  moved  thai  the  Petiiioa  do  |ia  on  the 

'  table,  and  stated,  that  he  heartily  coocorred  in  the  oUect 

of  the  prvyer,  and  that  bit  opinion  was  as  strong  as  it  had 

ever  been,  confirmed,  not  weakened  by  refection  and  e»» 

{^erience,  (hat  there  was  no  chance  of  salvation  to  the  po- 
itical  interests  of  the  country »  exoept  tbiongh  a  Reforni  in 
Pi^liament. 

Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU  asserted,  that  many  freehoUeie 
hsd  been  piecliided  from  attending  the  Meeting.  He  was 
present  himKelf,  and  could  say  that  the  report  of  the  pro* 
ceediogs  was  extremely  correct*--^thoogli  the  Meeung^ 
however,  was  large  and  resiiectalUe,  be  aid  tiot  know  that 
it  was  legal,  and  he  did  not  conceive  that  it  spoke  the  sense 
of  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  tbe  county. 

Mr,  Ca/crajfl  observed,  that  tbe  Meeting  was  one  of  the 
inhabitants,  nut  the  freeholders  exdosivelyi  of  the  county  of 
Kent;  and  on  this  account  he  had  himself  felt  some  scruple 
at  attending,  in  Consequence  of  hk  not  being  a  resident  in 
the  county.  He  had  read  the  report  oY  the  pruoeedings, 
and  in  it  he  conceived  there  were  some  excellent  speeches 
in  favpur  of  Reform,  and  others,  as  he  conceived,  not  m> 
excellent,  against  it.  In  looking  at  the  signatures  tu  the 
Petition,  he  saw  also  the  names  of  many,  to  bis  own  know* 
kdge,  most  respectable  persons,  and  was  satisfied  that  the 
prevailinji^  sentiment  in  the  county  accorded  with  his  own, 
that  a  Reform  was  essential  to  tbe  best  interesU  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Brftnd  declared  himself  happy  to  see  this  Petition 
presented  to  the  House,  because  it  sought  for  a  consititu* 
tional  ol)jecl  in  a  constitutional  manner,  and  was  drawn  up 
in  the  most  proper  and  decorous  language.  These  were 
the  true  means  of  reQovehng  tor  Uie  prople  iheir  undoubted 
rights.  Much  difference  of  opinion  had  unquestionably 
prevailed  among  those  who  were  the  most  anxious  for  the 
accomplish  men  t  of  this  great  end ;  but  he  could  say»  that 
any  difference  which  might  have  occurred  between  him  and 
others  on  this  subject  aruNe  from  his  haviug  modelled  his 
ideas  by  the  standard  of  the  history  of  the  Constitution, 
father  tpan  by  apy  tlieoretical  doctrines  of  urii;iunl  qr  pci^ 
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mitive  ri^ht9«  If^  ho^ei^r^  th^  sense  ef  thj^'coanties  ftiKf 
the  OpmioM  ofthe  inbnbhants  of  the  ktngdom  at  Urge  wasr 
Aot  so  ifecrsive  'and  ttrreqiiivf)Cft(  as  he  bel'tered  'h  to  be  iqF 
/hvour  of  Parliamentary  Referra^  sttM  he  eoncdVed  it  to  bJI 
the  bmniden  duty  of  the  House,  when  a  great  evif  waif  « 
poifiicd  o^t,  the  ei:isrteMoeof  whtoh  w«is  not  to  be  di9pufe(f/ 
to  rjike  measures  for  its  removiik  •  (Hear!  "hear!)  It  vt'at 
their  dmy,  whether  petitioned  or  not  by  tl>*  pteufpfe,  U^  cfiy 
what  was  no  less  necessat^  td^"  t^ieir  own  hdifour  than  the 
people's  rights.  He  was  fulerfwilh  a  conTiAiioii  that  &  Re* 
form  was  indispensable,  iaod  tAat  the  fofute  prosperity  cF 
the  ^mplie  was  deeply  irivoW^  in  Its  ade'ptibn;  Ife  iha^ 
risen,  however,  principally  fpr  the  purpose  of  *  DfienrfOrtitYg^ 
the  circumstances  that  hacfitiduced  nioi  to  decline  j^r^afno^ 
the  motion  of  "which  he'hrtd  gJtcti  noticfe,  this  'Session  aft 
ready  ap])roaching  tb'*  close.  Hewas  aware^that  it  wtitf 
often  and  justly  said,  that*  f  be  duty  oi*a  Meriiberof  ^Parlia*^ 
ment  was  paramourit  t.o  e^ry  other;  but  u  diitv  he  con- 
ceived litewise  to  be  of  a  ver^  hnpetiows  nature,  ftad.com* 
pellerf  Kim"  to  be  rccenily  ?ibsent  ror  a  V?otiW*crable  timeJ 
At  a  period  whcjn^,  by  the  mifitary  regulations  tiod  Instihi^ 
tions  of  t^arfifonent  (and  he  Begged  to  be  understood  a^  not* 
oensaring  thern),  the  whole  lobulation  of  the  cduritry  in6stf 
in  twelve  years  pass  under  military  law/  it  app^ared'to  b« 
incumbent  on  all  country  gentlemen  to  dii-^  their  atten* 
tion  to  thi^  sul?ject^  so  far  as  it  lay  within  the  sphere  of  their 
ittfluenceJ  'This  it  was  which  had  lately  calMd'him  frdiQ' 
hTs'Parliamentarjf  ckili6s.  li  was  now  evidently  totJ  liite  M 
the  Session  to  do  justice  eitlrtr  Iq  the  subject  br  to  th^ 
House»  in  bringing  fbrwkrtf  .hiJ  motion,  hot'  earl^  in  the 
next  it  was  his  intention  ^  to  do,  (Hear !  heca^l)  ' 

Mr.  fF,  Sifiiih  3aid  every  day's  experience  contributed  to 
strengthen  ihi0. opinion  h'e'  haa  il^^ays  pntertrtih(*d  oip  the 
vast'impdrtance  aiid  the  absiolote  necessi^  of  Keforin,  and 
he  hiid  to  express  his  re^n^ff'ib^t  Qo  tn^tion  dn  thii  sabject 
was  to  be  submitred  to  theHotrse  this  Session,'  Me  could, 
not  perceive  the  weight  bf'^he  honourable  Batonet's  (KrBj 
Knatchbul I)  observation  as  tb  the  absence  of  biany  free-' 
holders  froiri  the  Count!^  Mealing  in  Kept.  Th^-fn^hold- 
ers  might  be  said  to  bis' already  repre9ented;  at  lea^l  in  a^ 
degfee,  and  it  was  therefbj/e  proper  to  Convene  th^  inhabi*^ 
tanis  as  those  were  pecttlrarlyimerested.    '        •     i 

T/ie  Mardtds  of  Tavistock'  professed'  hig  hiart^*  concttP^ 
V0L.III.-.I8II.  3R 
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leoce  in  ibe  prefal^nt  desire  fpr  a  Reform  of  the  repre«eth 
tatioQ.  He  believed  that  what  diisatiffaction  existed  in  the 
minds  of  the  peoplcj  wm  to  be  attributed  to  the  «rant  of  that 
fiefi>rin«  He  ros^,  however,  now  to  give  notice,  that  early 
in  the  next  Session  be  intended  to  mqye  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  enprmoui  expence^  of  cpnteste4 
flections,  (lifar  I)  If  he  should  be  so  happy  as  to  SUC7 
coed  in  this  object,  he  shpold  then  move  fgr  a  repeal  of  t$e 
Septennial  Act,    {H^rl  kt^rl) 

,  Mr.  ^or//ty  observed  that  tbepe  Petitions  were  presented 
periodically ;  but  b^  always  b&d  remarked,  that  as  spon  as 
the  people  sair  into  what  hands  the  caiise  usi|a|iy  fisll,  tb^y 
became  indifferent  about  it. 
Sir  John  N<wg0rt  begged  to  recall  to  the  honourable 

Sentleman's  n^emory  the  name  of  Sif  Geofge  Sayile,  vrhp, 
iroughqut  hjslong  and  useful  Ufe«  had  onifprmiy  been  the 
atrenoouf  advocate  of  Reform.  He  would  at  the  same  time 
xeipind  him  of  anpther  right  (lonourable  gentleman,  who 
bad  declared  Reform  to  be  essential  ^b  the  preservation  of 
the  Constittttiopt  an^  ^hose  subseouent  poiferi  and  whose 
jnduencfy  ^er«  built  on  thai  early  aeclaration.  Those  were 
among  the  persons  therefore,  who,  in  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's opinion,  were  of  that  character  which  induced  the 
public,  ofi  fit)ding  the  cause  supported  by  tbem|  to  abandof^ 
1^  Was  there  pot  a  different  way  of  accounting  for  these 
periodical  applications,  by  ascribmg  them  to  the  occasional 
exposure  pf  pirticplar  Irapsactions  ?  (JTiraf!)  ft  was  hif 
^aa  copyiction,  that  nothing  short  of  Reform,  and  th^ 
exercise  of  ^  principle  of  renovation  on  the  part  of  th^ 
Hous^e,' could  rtooncile  the  people  tp  th^  growing  |>ardent 
of  the  country* 

Mr.  Jji^wgton  said  a  few  words,  wbic)i  were  scarcely 
audible  in  the  gallery ;  but  we  underatood  him  to  say  tha^ 
t|)e  septipaents  of  tb^  ^ople  of  tb^  county  of  £^eut  were  as 
generallv  in  favour  of  Reform  as  had  been  said. 

iiifr.  Whitffread  said,  that  he  anew  Uie  |^etition  to  have 
been  sulbscribed  by  niimeroiis  and  most  respectable  signa- 
tures. An  honourable  Paronet  ban  said  that  the  Meeting 
bad  not  been  legally  convened*  The  ^eetW  had  been 
convened  by  the  Sheritf^  and  was  of  bourse  legal.  The  ho« 
Qourable.  baronet  had  spoken  of  the  newspaper  report,  .and 
allowed  it  to  have  been  full,  fair,  and  perfectly  correct. 
l!(9W  thfie  was  a  ^fnof  that  report,  which  be  (Mr.  Wl^it* 
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bread)  hid  cbnceivdd  to  have  been  an  eitor,  until  he  had 
beard  the  very  candid  acknowledj^ment  of  the  honourable 
Baronet.  The  part  he  alluded  to^  wasy'ivhere  the  honoor^ 
able  Baronet  was  represented  as  declaring,  in  answer  to  a 
question  ofbow  he  voted,  that  be  did  not  recollect  whether 
he  had  beeri  iii  the  House  or  not  upon  that  occasion.  (A 
luugh,)  An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wortley)  had 
aaid^  that  there  were  periodical  fits  of  Reform.  All  he  could 
say  was,  that  his  fit  had  been  of  tolerable  long  continuance^ 
It  bad  lasted  thirty  years;  and  he  believed  that  the  fits  of 
many  other  gentlemen  would  be  found  to  have  been  equally 
obstinate,  it  had  been  also  said,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  grew  indifierent  to  the  cause  of  Reform,  from  see* 
inginto  what  hands  it  had  fallen.  He  could  not  see  what 
grounds  there  were,  either  for  presuming  that  indifierence 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  or  if  it  did  exist,  imputing  it  to 
such  a  cause.  In  many  of  his  friends  who  were  active  and 
consistent  supporters  of  Reform;  he  «aw  no  ground  for  any 
such  apprehension.  He  could  not  see  in  the  character  or 
conduct  ofthe  honourable  Member  for  Hertfordshire^  rout- 
ed *as  that  honourable  Member  was  in  the  esteem  and  re- 
spect of  all  good  men,  any  reasons  to  warrant  such  a  con- 
clusion. He^saw  no  reason  why  a  cause  should  be  injured- 
S'  the  support  of  such  men  as  the  nobte  descendant  of  the 
ouse  of  Russell,  and  many  other  personages  who  bad  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  country. 
As  to  what  the  honourable  Baronet  had  said  respecting  the 
persotis  of  whom  the  Meeting  at  Maidstone  was  composed, 
the  Petition  stated  expressly  that  it  was  from  the  inhabitants, 
and  not  the  freeholders  merely,  therefore  it  did  not  require 
the  interference  of  the  honourable  Baronet  to  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  what  they  already  knew.  '  He  con- 
cluded bv  repeaung  it  as  his  conviction,  that  unless  there 
was  a  Reform  there  was  no  salvation  for  the  empire. 

Sir  Hdward  Knatchbull  said,  that  whenever  there  was  a 
Petition  before  the  House,  he  should,  whenever  he  thought 
necessary,  interfere  to  offer  his  sentiments  without  asking 
the  leave  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

aiBRRA  J.SONE. 

Mr.  William  Smith  had,  on  a  former  evening,  moved  tq 
Tescind  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent  for  certain  papers 
relative  to  Sierra  Leone.  It  had,  however,  upon  that  occa- 
sion, been  suggested  to  him»  that  as  an  honourable  gentle^ 


4tf  VHE   PAXLUUEf^-TAftY   BEGItTER.  [cOl»* 

iMH  irho  Wd  ipoved  Uunt  Adirtm  i««s  not  dieQ  io  tke 
Uou'  •»  and  M  it  c^uld  not  be  sjcerlained  wholber  or  ooi  tb« 
Aildi>«:>«  bad  been  actually  preseoted^  ih«t  it  coight  be  ad«> 
vitable  to  poitpone  bis  inotK^a  far  resciiMlUig  thai  Addresft^ 
He  hud  since  ihat  pericKl  lenrned  cbat  tlie  Address  bad  doc 
been  preseoled ;  and  tbe  bonourabie  mover  being  now  ta 
fbe  HoQse,  lie  shoald  no«r  move  tliat  tlie  order  for  the 
Address  be  rescioded|  whidi  passed  in  tlie  afiraiativi^  namm 
caM« 

IRISH   COlVVfiNTrON    A<.*T, 

.  Iff.  HutMnum  saidf  ibat  his  objeet  ia  originally  intend^ 
ing  to  moYC  the  repeal  of  the  Irish  Convention  Act,  was  Io 
prefentthe  IriMi  GovernmenI  from  possesainga  right  of  i»- 
lerferenoe  which  »ight  prt>ve  dangerous  ie  the  tnosi  vaUi- 
able  right  of  the  subject,  that  of  tneeting  to  petition  for 
redress  of  gr ievanoes.  He  was  at  first  obliged  to  postpone 
bis  motion,  in  ooaaequence  of  the  absence  of  iaaoy  Irish 
Members  then  attending  the  assises,  and  aftertvards  more 
ft^a^enily^  -on  aoooanl  of  th^  considerable  portion  of  tbe 
weighty  httsiness  that  pre^ocenpied  the  Uou8e«  tie  had^ 
however,  het^  Auoh  pleased  to  £ikl,tl)at  since  his  netice« 
the  GoTernment,  either  from  some  iiew  light  «pon  tbe  snb- 
ject,  or  from  more  consideration  and  faster  views  of  it^  or 
perhaps  from  causes  that  it  was  uneecessary  and  might  be 
disorderly  in  him  to  mention,  hut  since,  he  the  reason  what 
it  might|  the  Government  had  not  io  one  instance  ventured 
to  act  upon  it,  a«d  had  suffered  it  to  lemaia  a  dead  inope- 
rative letter  in  the  statute-book-  He  thought  he  might 
safely  let  his  motion  lie  over  till  the  ensuing  Session,  reserv* 
ing  to  himself  the  unqualified  exercise  of  his  diicieUon  then 
lespecling  it.  The  honourable  gendeman  approved  of  the 
conciliatory  character  of  tbe  Duke  of  Ricbmood^s  govern- 
ment  in  general. 

After  A  few  observations  between  Mr.  WeUeslej  Pole, 
Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  Sir  J.  Newport,  Mr. 
Utttchiason  rescinded  his  motion  for  the  pnsent. 

IRISH    TITHES. 

Afr.  Parnell  rose  to  make  Jhs  promised  motion  respecting 
Ttth^  in  Ireland.  He  proved  tnat  tbe  general  vrish  in  Ire- 
land was  fi>r  tbe  abolition  of  the  present  system  of  Ttthes, 
hy  leading  tbe  Resolutions  of  the  different  County  Grand 
Juries  in  Ireland  and  County  MeelingS|  notwithstanding 


the  active  «xertioiui  of  Goveomient  to  repiesn  tbem.    la 
order  loestimale  the  produce (^ad  operatioo  pf -tithes^. Jbe 
bqnan  by  oons^lering  the  amount  of  the  popvlatioa  ,ia 
Ireland,  which  had  beeo  now  gatisfactoriljr  xnade  out  (o 
consist  of  at  least  five  ixiillioos,  of  which  £)ur  miUioDs  wooa 
Dissenters,  whether  Catholics  or  others.    Tbere\W«ie.two 
objects  which  it  was  given  out*  would  be  affecleid'.by  the 
Union  ;  the  securing  the  Protestant  Cburch  EstabUshmenty 
and  the  amelioration  of  .the  intecnal  condition  of  Ireland* 
There  was  a  species  of  contract  ^entered  into  on  that  of> 
casion ;  that,  on  the  one  band,  the  Catholics  would -suboqLii  . 
to  the  existing  Church  Establish Kpent^  and  on  tbe  other 
hand,  a  concession  iwas  to,  be  made  to  them  of  all  tbeir 
constitutional   privileges.     There  was  a  distinction  witb 
regfiid  to  the  levying  of  tithes  in  Ireland  ;  the  lower  classes 
could  net  reeeifeiany  wages  for  their  labour  there  as  in  this 
country^  and  tbejy  were,  tlierefore^  cbliged  to  have  some 
email  possessipn  :ia  lan^  to  subsist  on*    The  tithes  were 
not  levied  by  those  who  had  a  right  to  tbein,  but  by  aa- 
sistants,  who  weee  guilty  of  great  oppression.    There  was 
anotber  point  wbich  he  should  in  future  call  the  attention  <of 
the  House  to,  and  that  was  the  distinction  in  the  laws  re- 
)atiw  to  tithes  between  Ireland  and  England. — A  decree  of 
the  Spiritual  Court  was,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  held  to 
,be  conclusive  evidence  in  the  Quarter  Sessions,  so  tiurf 
decrees  were  obtained  without  th^  interference  of  a  jnry. 
Nothing  was  more  easily  obtained  or  more  frequent  than 
^0se  decrees  for  distress.    In  five  counties  no  fewer  than 
1,421  were  issued  in  one  year.    The  Tithe  Proctors,  in  ad- 
lUtion  to  tbe  tithe,  charged  considerable  sums  to  themselves. 
It  was  said  by^i-rigbt  honourable  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Pole)  that  tithes  was  not  the  occasion  of  the  grievances  of 
the  Irish,  but  that  tbey  originated  in  the  mismanagement  of 
the  landlords  ;  ai|d  1^  stated  that  they  generally  let  their 
lands  by  auotioo,  by  wbich  means  so  much  rent  was  paid 
that  tbe  people. could  not  afford  to  pay  tithes.    This  was 
jtbsurd.    No  man  would  give  more  reut  tlian  he  thought  he 
could  pay ;  and  if  a  tamilord  should  let  his  lands  at  more 
than  they  were  worth,  he  could  not  recover  bis  rent,  ao  that 
in  tbe  end  be  waukl  be  a  loser.    There  was  indeed,  how- 
ever, a, great  mismanagement  of  the  landlords  inlrobnd  in 
fte  selection  of  their  tenants.     When  lands  fell  out  of  lease 
in  possession  of  a  great  body  g€  tenants,  from  an  idea  ef 
being  more  secure  of  their  rest,  the  landlord  refuse^  Ihepi 


and  made  an  election  of  an  indiTidna],  br  which  rnmns  the 
poor  people  were  obliged  to  make  as  b:ia  a  banifaln  as  pos* 
•ibie  for  their  ponesioos  under  this  tenant  He  said  that 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  speech  on  the  Irbh  Union,  stated  that  the 
node  of  Ibirying  tithes  in  Ireland  was  a  frtfai  practical  eiriK 
He  should  more  that  early  in  next  session  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  be  appointed  to  inc^uire  intolhis  sabject. 

Mr.  Sheridan  seconded  the  motion.  He  had  l6ng  been 
eonirinoed  that  the  removal  of  the  existing^  j^ierances  in  thcf 
levying  of  tithes  was  one  of  the  most  important  measures  fat 
the  happiness  and  tranquillity  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  WelUsley  Po/e  said,  that  for  many  years  this  haxf 
been  a  subject  near  and  dear  to  him.  It  had  exited  a  con* 
Mderable  de^jce  of  agitation  in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  and 
in  none  more  tlian  in  the  county  of  which  he  was  the  rcpre* 
sentative.  His  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Berceval) 
wouM  do  him  the  justice  to  state,  that  on  his  entering 
office  he  had  stated  to  him  that  this  was  an  object  nearest  tor 
bis  hearty  and  that  he  would  wbh  to  hxing  forward  some 

{Ian  if  possible.    At  that  time  he  was  told  by  his  right 
onouraUe  friend  that  he  had  bent  his  mind  much  to  the 
subject,  and  consuUed  many  statesmen  and  lawyers  on  it^ 
but  that  he  was  compelled  to  say,  the  deeper  be  looked  into 
it  the  more  he  was  satisfied  there  could  be  no  remedy.     Mr. 
Orattan  eren  never  could  bring  forward  any  plan  to  the* 
Irish  Parliament  which  was  listened  to  for  a  moment.— 
Tithes,  he  said,  wcfe  an  original  charge  on  the  knd,  and  not 
to  be  looked  on  as  a  burden  on  the  landlords.    The  tithe* 
of  Ireland  were  15.  Sd.  on  titeland  of  Lay  Impropriators, 
and  9s.  3d.  on  the  heads  of  the  Clergy.    The  people  were 
mors  oppressed  by  the  Lay  Irapropriatorst^an  by  the  Clergy. 
These  oppressors  were  not  the  Tithe  Proctors,  but  the  Tithe 
Farmers,  and  for  one  to  the  Farmer  that  belonged  to  the 
Clergy,  there  were  ten  belonging  to  Lay  ImpropriatorSr 
Various  plans  had  been  proposed  for  remedytngthegrievance. 
One  Was  leases.    It  was  proposed  that  the  Uei^y  should 
grant  leases  for  a  term  certain  ;  but  the  Lay  Impropriators 
could  grant  leases,  and  yet  the  people  suffered  more  from 
them  than  the  Clergy.    A  Bill  was  attempted  to  be  brought 
in  on  this  subject,  but  it  was  found  impossible  so  to  frame 
it  aa»  to  avoid  fraud.     With  respect  to  leases,  they  would 
not  aflft>ct  the  body  of  the  people.    The  Curate  of  his  parish 
tented  the  tithes  of  it,  and  he  was  informed  by  him  that 
not  fewer  than  1930  or  1940  persons  paid  tithes  on  it,  df 
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TvhvMn  only  one  or  two  at  most  coald  obtain  leases.  He  then 
y^eni  into  a  long  detail  of  the  situation  of  the  Irish  peasantry, 
.and  nppealed  to  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Parnell)  if 
he  himself  had  not  been  the  first  person'  that  set  his  face 
against  middle*men.  The  grievance  was  not  the  tithes»  but 
the  four  or  five  rents  which  the  cultivator  of  the  scnl  was 
obliged  to  pay,  from  the  injudicious  way  of  letting  land. 
It  was  not  known  generally,  that  a  numbei^  of  articles  tithable 
in  England,  were  not  so  in  Ireland.  There  were  no  smidi 
tithes  there ;  in  many  parts  no  tithes  were  exacted  from  bay, 
and  in  the  half  of  Ireland  none  from  potatoes.  In  some 
parts  Is,  was  chiEirged  for  a  whole  farm  in  fiax.  He  then 
proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  various  plans  for  alteri^f 
the  mode  of  paying  tithes.  Mr.  Grattao^s  plan  for  valuin^p 
tithosy  and  jbaying  a  prpportipn  of  them  paid  by  the  county, 
3¥af  majiifestlv  ynjust ;  ^nd  it  W9s  impossible  to  value  the 
tithes  at  le^s  than  the  tenth  part  of  the  produce  of  the  land, 
without  injn^itice  to  the  Clergy.  Tr^at  plan  had  been 
generally  njbandoned^  ^s  £xii)g  upQii  the  county  a  parish 
charge  with  >hjch  it  might  have  i]iothing  to  dp.  The  idea 
pf  exchanging  tjtbe  for  land  was  playsibfe  at  first  view,  but 
on  e^aipinatlon  it.^ould.be  found  to  be  impracticable. 
Even  if  the  laj^d  could  be  gpt>  t^^  tithes  would  sell  for  no 
inore  than  thirteen  years  purchase,  whi|e  the  land  was  at 
twenty  ye^irs  purchase.  Thee^change,  therefore,  w6uld  be 
unjust.  Another  plan  was,  that  they  should  be  paid  by  the 
landlord  in  the  way  of  land-tax ;  but  this  woulcl  operate  as 
no  relief  to  the  pe^isantry,  who  would  pay  the  full  amount; 
or  more,  as  rent.  Adverting  next  to  the  discontents  that 
bad  lately  prevailed  in  some  counties  iu  Ireland,  he  read  ah 
extract  from  the  Solicitor-Generars  speech^  to  snew  that  the 
subject  of  tithes  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  discontents. 
The  eviU  if  it  exi&ted  at  all,  had  been  greatly  exaggerated, 
and  the  great  object  was  to  let  the  land  cultivator  see  how 
the  matter  really  stpod.  If,' however,  the  honourable  gen« 
tieman  would  come  prepared  with  any  plan  next  session, 
that  would  clearly  meet  the  eyil,  he  should  ^  ready  to  give 
it  his  support ;  but  fron^  all  the  consideration  he  had  been 
able  to  give  the  matter/ to  d^ise  sjuch  a  plaa,  would 
require  grater  ingenuity  than  he  |^ve  any  man  credit  for. 

Mr\  Trench  supported  tlie  motion.  In  this  country  the 
poorer  tenant  paid  nothing.  This  was  all  he  wbhed  for 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Herbert  contended^  that  here  the  Irish  had  to  com* 
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plafn,  tiot  of  a  breach  of  (he  law,  bat  of  the  law  itself^ 
than  which^  as  it  existed  in  Irelancl,  nothing  could  h€ 
fij^uird  more  oppressive.  Irehind  had  manj  evib  to  com- 
Jjlain  of,  bill  that  of  titles  was  the  chief. 

Jiff.  Ti^he  was  happy  to  hear  f hnt  gentlemen  on  all  sides 
a^rreed,  that  in  the  system  oftifhes  there  were  many  erib which 
rtqnirm  redress.    Even  the  Irish  Secretary  of  State  agreed 
In  this  opinion  ;  there  were  ppers  on  thetablie  which  shewed 
it  to  1)e'fbe  decided  declaration  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  that 
any  itioiltfication  of  the  tithes  won  Id  be  better  than  the  pre^ 
sent'  system  ob^^ervcd  in  Ireland  ;  and  the  question  seemed 
to  bo,  rf  the  Hoase  should  proceed  to  a  modification  of  this 
system,  c^r  if  tliey  oueht  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  mere  ipse 
\riTir  of  the  Secretary  for  Ireland  on  this  subject  ?    He,  Mr. 
Tighe,  believed,  that  in  a  true  system  of  politics,  no  grievance 
ttcr  existed  for  which  a  remedy  was  not  to  be  found.     The 
{jriev»|rice  here  complained  of  was,  that  of  the  union  of 
an  Ani^firlicnn  Church  to  an  Irish  state.    The  question  now  to 
be  considered  was,  if  at  any  future  period  the  evils  thenoe 
comp^ifnfd  of  might  be  remedied  f — the  onty  alleviations 
proposed  by  the  ri^ht  honourable  Secretary,  were  resident 
clergv,  who  would  have  no  dutv  to  do ;  and  glebe  houses, 
whicV  must  be  useless,  unless  where  there  were  families  to 
put  into  them.    The  Wght  of  tithes  rested  on  an  Act  of 
Parliament ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
chaoged^  as  well  as  the  Acts  rescarding  crown  rents  and  quit 
jients,  ^hieh  had  vindefs:one  alteration. 
'.   J)r^  Dtdgenm  said  the  Clergy  only  got  according  to  the 
goodness  ofthe  cropi  which  was  a  more  equitabte  mode  o^ 
proceerliog  ihaa  that  ofthe  landlord,  who  insisted  on  having 
j^  rent  whether  the  crop  succeeded  or  not.    The  conspira- 
tors, along  wilh  O^Connor  and  Emmett,  had  been  knows 
^  declare,,  that  the  people  would  not  be  at  all  relieved  by 
the  abplitioo  of  tidies,  whic^h  would  only  go  to  Increase  the 
rents  of  the  landlord.    He  denied  that  the  proportion  of 
Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  was  at  all  as  had  been 
represented.  •  Instead  ofthe  Roman  Catholics  amounting  to 
five  millions,  be  contended  that  they  did  not  amount  to 
above  h«If  t hat  number. 

:  General  M<Uh<w  declared,  that  he  never  bad  any  idea 
of  dispossessing  the  present  proprietors  of  tithes,  without 
seeing  that  they  received  a  perfect  and  complete  equivalent* 
Tbe  right  honoumble  and  learped.  Doctor  bad  bera  pleaped 
greatly  to  under-rate  the  population  of  Ireland ;  bat  be 
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(General  Matbe^r)  would  Venture  to  assert,  that  the  next 
'  censos  would  exceed  five  millions  of  people.  The  Secrctiiry 
of  State,  too,  had  asserted,  what  would  almost  induce  him 
(General  Mathew)  to  say  he  knew  nothing  of  the  country, . 
at  least  greatly  to  doubt  that  he  was  acquaintecf  wUh  the 
wishes  either  of  the  people  or  of  the  Clergy.  The  plan 
which  he  (General  Mathew)  would  propose,  and  which,  he 
was  satisfied,  would  be  aj^reeable  not  only  to  the  Irish 
Clers^y,  but  to  the  Irish  people,  would  be,  that  the  Clergy 
should  be  paid  from  the  treasury,  by  the  sale  of  the  clerical 
lands  ;  and  if  any  thing  in  addition  was  required,  4hefi,  he 
submitted,  that  there  conid  be  nothing  so  simple  as  to  raise 
the  remainder  by  an  acreable  tax  on  the  lands  over  which 
there  was  at  present  a  nu;ht  of  tithe.  The  sum  thus  allowed, 
*  beshould  propose,  should  averacje  the  tithe  for  the  last  three 
years,  and,  that  there-might  be  no  complaints,  that  the 
valuation  should  be  revised  every  twenty -one  years.  If  such 
a  system  were  adopted,  then  would  the  bone  of  contention^ 
which  at  present  exists  in  Ireland,  be  withdrawn,  and  Ire- 
land would  become  a  mine  of  wealth  to  England,  instead  of 
being  a  burden  upon  her,  as  she  had  been  said  to  be  by  the 
honourable  Member  for  CJorfe  Castle  (Mr.  Bankes).  This 
bonourable  Member^  who  had  made  it  his  study  on  all 
occasions  to  speak  most  contemptaously  of  Ireland,  bad« 
iwwever,  only  shewn  his  ignorance  on  this  occasion. 

The  Speaker  here  called  the  honourable  General  to  order^ 

General  Mathew  was  happy,  howeyer,  that  the  honour*^ 
able  Member  had  met  with  a  j\\^  rebuke,  not  only  from  the 
iri«h  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  from  the  English 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  also. 

The  Speaker  again  interfered,  begging  of  the  honourable 
General  to  spare  such  remarks^  as  by  the  rules  of  the  House 
they  were  forbid  ten. 

General  Mathew  again  expressed  bis  pleasure  at  the  cheek 
the  honourable  Meml>er  had  received. 

The  Speaker  asked  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
that  the  orders  should  be  acted  up  to  f  [This  being 
answered  by  calls  of  Chair,  Chair,  from  every  part  of 
the  House.-— the  Speaker  then  informed  the  honourable 
General,  that  by  the  usage  of  the  House,  such  reflections  as 
be  had  made  were  forbidden ;  on  which  the  honourable 
Member  ant  down.  J 

Jtfr.  Bankes  declared  it  had  never  been  his  practice  or  hjs 
inclination  to  talk  disrespectfully  of  an  individual,  still  le^ 

Fql.  m.—18H.  3  8 


498  THB   PABL1AMBNTABT,  BE01STKR.  [caiC. 

of  a  whole  nation.  He  had  lookod  into  the  financiaT  situa- 
lion  of  Ireland  ;  and  it  was  a  lhor(»tifi:h  convirtion  of  the 
dilapidate<l  state  of  its  finances  whiih  had  induced  him  to 
make  the  ol>>erv?itions  v^hich  had  ^iven  offence  to  the  hon. 
General.  His  exi)erience  since  that  time,  however,  had 
confirn^ed  rather  than  removeil  the  impressions  he  then  fe!t. 
Ah  to  the  honourable  MemtxT,  he  had  always  felt  and  ex<4 
pressed  himself  towards  him  with  respe(*t.  As  to  the  affairs 
of  Ireland,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  that  country*  if 
other  gentlemen  belongincr  to  England  had  attended  to  them 
as  h«  (Mr.  R:tnkes)  had  ()one. 

Gcftaai  Mathcw  declared  himself  satisfied  with  the  ex« 
pla  nation. 

The  Sveaktr  said,  it  was  for  the  honourable  General  to 
have  expiaintxl. 

General  Mathcw  thought  he  had  alreadjr  done  so. 

Sir  Ji.hn  heufori  was  sati^fied  that  what  had  latter! j 
fallen  from  his  honourable  friend  (General  Mithew)  pro- 
ceeded from  misconception.  The  honourable  geiitleman 
(Mr.  Banlies)  had  evinced  himself  a  great  friend  to  Ireland! 
in  exposin<r  the  erroneous  view  oi  the  collection,  and  of  the 
revenues  of  that  country. 

hir  John  Newport  made  an  able  speech,  and  was  followed 
on  the  same  side  bv  Mr.  Abercrombie,  Mr.  W.  Smithy 
Mr.  P.  Moorr,  and  Mr.  Parnell,  in  support  of  the  motion. 
After  which  the  House  divided — 

Aves        -        -        -        -        29 
Noes       -        -        -        .        54 


Majority  against  it        -        25 

Mr.  Pefcetal  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent 
the  counterfeiting  Bank  Tokens,  as  well  those  already  issued 
at  5f.  i)d.  as  those  about  to  be  issued  at  S$>  and  \s.  dd. 

I'he  Bill  was  afterwards  bropght  up  aud  read  a  first  tima 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,   JUNE  l2. 


The  ComroiHce  of  Privileges  on  the  Berkeley  Peerage  sat 
from  half- past  one  o'clock  till  nearly  half-past  eight.  The 
evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Claimant  was  closed,  with  the 
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exix^ption  of  Mrs.  Turner,  sister  to  the  Countess  of  Berkeley? 
Ivhom  Mr.  Serjeant  Best  stated  to  be  In  America,  and  re' 
quested  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  claims  mi,^ht  be 
postponed  tilt  the  next  Session,  upon  an  engagement  on  the 
part  of  the  Claimant,  then  to  produce  her  as  a  witness.  This 
'■was objected  to* by  the  Solicitor-General;  but  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question  was  not  entered  into  by  the  Committee^ 
it  being  agreed  that  the  Solicitor-General  should  call  the 
further  witnesses  who  were  in  attendance  on  the  part  of  the 
youngest  son.  These  witnesst^s  were  therefore  examined  ; 
and  some  letters  from  the  Earl  of  Berkeley  were  given  ia 
evidence.  The  further  proceeding  of  the  Committee  was 
appoiQted  for  to-morrow  at  half- past  one  Q'clock,  when  a 
"witness  is  to  be  examined,  whom  the  counsel  for  the 
Claimant  declined  calling.  It  was  also  sugi^ested  by  Lord 
Redesdale,  that  it  was  material  their  Lordships  should  be 
.in  possession  of  the  evidence  of  a  certain  noble  Lord,  a 
Member  of  the  House. 

The  Reports  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Bills  were  ordered 
to  be  received  to-morrow. 

-  The  Naval  Arsenals  Bill,  the  Irish  Elections  J3ill,  and 
Oie  Glass^  Duty  Bill,  were  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 

.  The  Assessed  Taxes  Exemptions  Bill,  And  the  Exchequer* 
t>UU  Bill  passed  through  the  Committees,  and  weje  re- 
ported. 

The  Militia  Billf^,  the  Indemnity  Bill,  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland's  Salary  Bill,  the  Irish  Stage  Coaches  Bill, 
and  the  Temple-Bar  Lmprovement  Bill,  were  brought  up 
from  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Lushington,  Sir  J.  Shaw^  and 
other  Members,  and  read  a  first  time* 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEBNESDAY,  JUNE  12. 
'     JOURNEYMEN   TAILORS. 


Mr.  Lockhart  rose,  pursuant  to  his  notice,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  state  of  the  trade  among  tlie 
the  Journeymen  Tailors  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality.  He 
stated  that  there  were  upwards  of  24^000  Journeymeu 
Tailors  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  and  that  of  these  there 
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y/rerej  apon  a  moderate  tTerage^  4,000  in  combioation  ; 
that  they  had  araonfr  tbein  at  all  times  a  large  fund  of 
money,  and  all  counsel  tbey  could  think  necessary.     He 
stated  also,  th<-it  they  were  most  active  not  only  in  carryinif 
their  otrn  combinations  into  effect,  but  in  co-openKin^  with 
and  maintaining  those  of  other  trades,  more  especially  the 
Calico-WeaTcrB.     The    honoumbte   gentleman  then   prcp* 
ceeded  to  shew  in  detail  the  activity  and  extent  of  those 
combinations,  and  the  urgent  necessity  thcfe  was  for  legis* 
kitive  interference  to  put  a  stop  to  them.     He  concladed  by 
moving  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  inta 
consideration  the  present  state  of  the  trade  among  the  Jour- 
neymen Tailors  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  their  Wages 
and  Combinations,  &c. 

Str  *J\  Turion  did  not  approve  of  the  existing  laws,  but 
thooght  tliat  no  additional  restrictive  statutes  shorid  be 
enacted  agatnfit  the  Journeymen  Tailors* 
.   The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

PAT   OP   NAVAL  OFFICERS  OX    FOtEION   STATIOHS. 

• 

Captain  Bmnet  renewed  his  motion  upon  this  subject,  for 
the  pnqx)se  of  putting  the  pay  of  the  Naval  Offioen  oH 
foreign  ffiations  on  the  same  tooting  as  that  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Army  on  those  stations.  He  repeated  his  fornser  aigu>> 
ments,  therhi(*f  of  i^hteh  was^  that  the  Officers  lost  by  the 
rate  of  fi^reign  exchange  on  an  average  of  from  35  to  4^  per 
Cent.     He  cimduded  with  moving  for  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Yorke  veplit^d,  that  no  new  argument  had  been 
brought  forward  by  the  liononrable  Member,  and  that  alt 
those  tftey  had  now  heard  had  net  been  thought  sufficient  oo 
a  former  occasion. 

General  Tarlcton  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr,  Lyitlfton  thought  the  present  a  question  of  justice^ 
and  not  of  expediency — and  as  a  question  of  strict  and 
absolute  justice,  he  tbaught  the  Naval  Officers  suffired 
severely,  by  not  having  their  pay  assimilated  to  the  mode 
of  paying  the  Officers  of  the  Arm}'  on  those  stations. 

Mr,  IVhilbifad  said^  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Yorke)  had  urg^  as  a  reason  against  the 
present  motion,  that  officers  never  aiicwed  any  indisposition 
to  go  to  the  Mediterranean— nay,  that  tbey  even  canvassed 
to  go  tticre.  That  he  did  not  the  least  doubt — be  supposed 
the  same  thing  would  happen  were  thry  even  to  lose  their 
whok  ppy  by  it**-wherevor  danger  called  them^  Uiere  they 
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would  go.  The  House  ought  surel  j  to  take  Che  oase  of  the 
OffioerB  of  the  Nayj  into  coiisidefation,  by  goin^  into  a 
Committee ;  ainl  if  it  sboakl  then  be  found  inexpadieiit  t^ 
make  any  alteration  in  the  present  system,  the  Navy  woutil 
be  much  better  satisfied  than  if  no  such  inquiry  were  to  lake 
place.  Says  the  right  honourable  gentlenian,  \ve  mufit  ooC 
depart  from  old  rulf;s — we  must  not  leave  off  oki  customs-^ 
there  is  no  saying  ^vhere  that  will  k^d.  (J  lauiih.)  (f  the 
present  Treasurer  of  the  Navy- and  Lonl  Melville,  by  whom 
oany  excellent  regulationfi  were  ifilroduce<l,  had  (bought  s& 
•—had  stuck  to  okl  rules  auu  old  customs,  this  excellent 
jTC^uiaMbu  would  never  have  i^ktQ  place.  He  saw  from  the 
T&emorial  on  the  table,  tliat  this  rule,  however,  had  beem 
departed  from  in  the  glorious  and  fortunate  expedition  to 
Ahe  Scheldt.  *  (A  laugh.)  He  should  be  glad  to  kiiow  why 
*  ik%  Officers  on  that  expedition  were  relieved,  while  relk'f 
iwaa  refused  to  those  on  th^  Mediterranean  station.  He  sav 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose,  we  believe)  pren 
paring  to  follow  hiia-— he  hoped  he  woulil  spare  bim<,  as  be 
w^s  faietter  armed  than  he  was,  aud  thai  he  would  not 
tiwnple  him  dowu.-^(^  laugh.) 

Mr.  Rose  said  he  had  staled  a  month  asfo  several  reasona 
^hj  the  pieseni  motiou  c(Hik)  uot  be  agreed  to.  Ttu?  aiteta- 
tion  pifoposed  would  be  found  extremely  dilBcuU  in  execu- 
tion. Jt  would  be  fouml  very  difficult  to  aHcerlain  wlut  was 
tjbe  rate  o4  excbaogie  at  every  plice,  and  ev<  ry  time  when  % 
bill  was  drawn.  Tiie  reiison  why  a  diffeient  course  was 
adopted  w4lh  the  officers  on  tiie  Schekit  expeditiou  was,  tliat 
-they  had  no  other  means  of  drawing  their  pay.  With 
respect  to  tlte  diffictdty,  he  knew,  for  example,  that  hills 
from  the  West  Judges  had  been  frequently  ({rawn  at  one 
lexcbange,  when  the  real  exchange  was  very  diflerent.  He 
did  not  oppose  this  motion  from  mere  motives  of  economy. 
Jt  was  well  known  he  had  acceded  to  a  measure  which 
affected  the  revenue  tea  times  oiore  than  the  present  would, 
the  allowing  wine  to  tlie  Orticers  of  the  iNavy  duty-free. 

Mr.  Bastard  thought  that  it  was  very  hard  that  the 
.Officer  siiould  be  not  only  receiving,  by  the  unfavourable 
^exchange,  a  great  deal  less  than  bis  pay,  but  also  paying^ 
Jncocne  i'ax  on  his  pay. 

Mr,  Lj/tlUlon  explained. 

Lord  Cochrane  could  not  see  any  greater  diificuUy  ia 
paying  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  abroad,  than  in  paying  tlie 
^iiny. — With  respect  to  the  diiliculiy  of  ascertaioiug  the 
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rafeofexchan^  at  eyrry  placp,  where  officers  could  draw, 
there  wrre  CoiisuIh,  or  other  jiersons  of  fhe  same  description, 
who  could  cerlifj  ^hat  the  exchange  reaUy  was.  The 
Officers  on  the  (Mhraltar  station  were  twcniy-five  per  cent, 
out  of  pocket.  It  rn*qfien(lj  happened  that  an  offi(*er  was 
wnahte,  from  this  loss,  to  buy  sufficient  (juantity  of  neces* 
•aneh  folaM  (he  proper  time. 

Sir  Charles  PoU  did  not  believe  the  Act  of  the  .S5(h  of 
the  Kin^,  of  benefit,  thoiijjh  this  was  trenerally  believed. 
On  tbecontrary^  he  believed  its  tendency  was  to  encourage 
desertion.  He  should  move  an  amendment  to  the  present 
motion,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
pay  of  the  whole  Navy. 

Jdmiynl  Harxey  seconded  the  motion. 

l^ord  Cochrane  said  an  increase  of  pay  to  the  seamen  id 
the  JSavy  would  l)e  of  little  advanlnee  to  them,  so  lon^  at 
Ihe  prcMnt  ^yMem  continued.  He  had  in  bis  hands  a  list  of 
•bip^  of  wnr  in  the  East  Indies:  The  Centurion  had  been 
there  eleven  years — (he  Rattlesnake,  fourteen  years, -came 
home  ihe  other  day,  with  only  one  man  of  the  first  crew— 
the  Fox  frigate,  under  the  command  of  his  brother,  had 
been  there  fittren  years-^the  Sceptre  eip^ht  yearsh— the 
Albatross,  twelve,  &r.  Not  one  farthing  of  pay  had  been 
given  all  that  |>«Ti(Kl  to  nil  those  men.  Ele  had  made  a 
calculation  on  the  Fox  frigate,  and,  supposing  only  lOO 
of  the  men  returned,  there  would  he  due  25,(X)0/.  to  the 
xiew,  not  including  the  officers. — What  became  of  these 
•nniR  all  the  wliile  ?  Tlie  interest  oufijht  to  be  accounted  for 
to  Government  or  to  the  seamen  themselves.  The  Wilhel- 
inina  had  bwn  ten  years,  the  Russel  seven  years,  the  Drake 
six  years,  ofnhich  the  men  would  be  exiles  from  England 
for  ever,  and  another  vessel  forty  years.  -  Nothing  would 
be  of  greater  service  than  the  frequently  changing  Hie 
stations  of  ships,  which  might  be  done  without  any  inc^on- 
venience,  and  even  with  much  advantage  to  the  Gast-India 
Compjiny's  ships;  The  sc^amen,  he  said,  from  the  want  of 
their  pay,  had  no  means  of  getting  many  necessaries  of  the 
iitir.of't  consequence  to  their  health  and  comfort.  The  sca- 
mrn  drew  less  prize-money  under  the  existing  Acts  than 
iormerly.  He  instanced  a  vessel,  tliQ  proceeds  of  which 
<jinie  to  356/.  ;  by  the  present  mode  of  distribution,  the 
seamen  would  receive  IJ5.  bid, ;  by  the  old  mode  he  would 
have  received  15^.  \\d.  From  t])e  officers' share  thexe  was 
deducted  in  all  75  per  cent,  allowing  only  ten  per  cent,  for 
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tbe  Prize  Courts*    The  Minister  had  exoltinj^l j  asked,  ivhat 
•was  become  of  the  commerce  of  France  ?     But  he  would 
undertake  to  shew  him,  before  he  was  forty-eight  hours  on 
the  coast  of  France,  at  least  200  sail  of  the  enemy's  vessels. 
If  they  were  to  pay  more  liberally  the  Judges  of  the  Ad- 
miralty Courts,  and  operate  a  proper  reformation  in  them, 
he  would  undertake  to  say  that  they  might  score  off  at  least 
one-third  of  the  present  ships  of  the  Navy.     Ministers  said 
there  were  no  vessels  on  the  coast  of  France;  but  he  said 
there  were ;  and  if  they  would  go  with  him,  he  would  shew 
them  how  they  could  be  got  at.     He  ratl»er  thought  that 
the  inattention  of  the  Government  to  the  profligate  waste  of 
the  public  money,  arose  from  their  unwillingness  to  believe 
any  thing  contrary  to  their  own  crude  notions  on  these  sub- 
jects.    He  stated,  and  he  begged  the  House  to  attend  to  it, 
for  it  was  as  important  as  tlie  subject  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  that 
in  the  reign  of  James,  the  Second  the  pay  of  a  Captain  of  a 
first  rate  was  80/.  more  than  at  present.     King  William, 
Tvhen  he  came  over  with  his    Dutch  troops,  whom   he  was 
much  more  anxious  to  attend  to  than  he  was  to  attend  to  his 
subjects  hejie,  took  up  his  pen  and  cut  off  one  half  of  the 
pay.    So  much  for  foreign  troops — but  still,  taking  the  ad- 
vance of  prices  into  view.  King  William  left  it  far  better 
than  it  was  now.     His  lordship  ihtj}  again  called  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  extent  in  which  the  French  coasting 
trade  was  carried  on,  and  observed,  that  it  could  not  be   ^ 
checked,  unless  greater  encouragement  was  given  to  the 
Captains.     If  he  commanded  a  ship  on  the  coast  of  France, 
by  keeping  at  a  good  distance  he-might  go  to  sleep ;  but  in 
order  to  intercept  these  coasting  vessels,  the  CapUiin  must  be 
on  deck  watching  all  night.     But  it  was  impossible  they 
could  do  this,  merely  to  put  money  in  the  pockets. of  those 
•who  practised  in  the  Admiralty  Court.    They  were  certninly 
not  worse  than  other  men  :  there  were  many  valuable  otBcers 
stationed  on  the  coast  of  France  :  but  they  were  men,  and 
would  be  actuated  by  the  feelings  of  men. 

Mr.  York^  did  not  think  it  proper  to  enter  upon  so  large 
'  a  question,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  as  the  pay  of 
the  Navy,  and  would  therefore  propose  to  negative  tlie 
honourable  Admiral's  (Pole)  amendment,  with  a  view  to 
divide  the  House  afterwards  on  the  main  qtu'stion.  He 
admitted  that,  unless  under  peculiar  ciicumstances,  vessels 
ought  not  to  be  long  kept  on  foreign  sUitions ;  and  in  tnti" 
^quence  of  our  late  successes  in  the  East,  all  those  wboot 
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Uie  noble  Lord  had  mentioned,  and  otheis,  wete  ordtnd 
borne. 

The  House,  after  negativing  the  amendment,  divided  am, 
the  original  question. 

For  the  motion  -        -        -         14 

j&gainst  it  •        .        *        .        54 

Majority  •  •  40 

BRAKARD   AND   COLLYBR. 

Lord  Tolhestont  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion  for  the 

Eoduction  of  the  criminal  iiiformations  against  Mesns. 
rakard  and  Colljer  for  libels,  and  he  was  nappy  that  at 
kngth  he  was  enabled  to  do  so  while  the  Attomey-General 
was  in  his  place.  The  sentence  that  had  been  passed  npoa 
those  men  n\>peared  {o  him  to  be  of  a  most  cruel  and  severe 
kind — and  he  wou1<1  shortly  state  the  circumstances  of  the 
prosecutions  to  the  [louse,  which  he  thought  would  abun* 
dantly  prove  that  he  was  correct  in  his  designation  of  the 
punishment.  The  Ibol  for  which  Mr.  Drakard  had  been 
prosecuted  appeared  (ir^t  in  his  own  pa|)er,  The  Stamford 
^fU'Sf  from  which  it  had  been  copied  by  a  London  newi^ 
papcT.  Ai^inst  the  Editor  of  this  latter  paper  a  criminal  in* 
format  ion  had  bei»n  filed  by  the  Attorney^-General.  The  mat* 
ter  came  on  for  (rini  at  Westminster  Hull,  and  the  accused 
liad  been  Bequit((*d  hy  the  Jury.  It  was  not  hb  intenliim  to 
go  into  the  details  oi  the  prosecution  against  Mr.  Drakard 
at  the  present  time — but  from  the  complaint  that  had  beea 
made,  that  there  were  jwrsons  who  \*ished  to  overiurn  all 
establishments,  and  especially  the  judicial  establish  men  ta, 
he  should  have  thought  it  politic  not  to  Uy  a  man  for  such 
an  und(  fined  ofl'ence  as  that  of  libel,  when  another  who 
had  published  the  same  libel  had  been  acquitted.  These, 
however,  it  appeared,  Here  motive's  which  did  not  actuate 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  Mr.  Drakard  w^'^s  tried 
at  the  assizes,  and  found  K^dt^'.  At  the  trial  he  h(\d  been 
churned  not  only  by  the  Lawyers  against  him,  but  by  the 
Judge  on  the  Bench,  with  partiality  to  France  and  a  desins 
of  exalting  the  advantages  of  the  Government  of  that 
country  in  comparison  with  that  of  England.  When  Mr. 
Drakard  was  brouffht  up  for  judgment,  therefore,  he  pio^ 
duced  an  affidavit,  containing'  various  extracts  from  hi^ 
paper,  disproving  in  the  most  convincing  mat^ner  this 
charge ;  and  shewing  that  so  far  from  being  actuated  bj 


taj  ikwat  to  the  Gofonment  of  Fnnoey  he  had  dn  many 
ooonioos  wriUM  with  the  utmost  eormtnesft  aguvtt  the 
node  of  gofernoieBt  which  premiled  in  that  coaatrjr.  It 
%tas  most  extradrdtnaij,  hoi^oTor^  that  these  extracts,  which 
were  a  complete  aoswer  to  charses  alled^  at  the  trial  as  ail 
aggtawtion  o(  the  libel»  shoaid  at  the  time  oT  pionomicii^ 
ientenoe  be  held  oat  as  an  acrmVatioQ— <  Aeor !  hear !) — 
aad  that  all  the  advantage  Mr.  Dmkard  deriTed  from  luiTuir 
lefnted  the  charge  of  mrtiality  to  France  was,  to  be  told 
that  it  wat  no  ezcnse  tor  a  libel  against  the  Government  of 
thb  conntry,  to  hare  libelled  that  of  France*  The  sentenoe 
cS  Mr.  Drakafd  was,  that  he  should  be  imprisoned  eighteen 
months,  fine  90OL  and  give  security  for  his  good  bshaviotir 
liir  three  years*  He  would  not  at  present  coiwider  the  nature 
ot  the  libel,  or  wbelh^  the  punishment  was  at  all  propoiu 
tiooed  totheoflenee;  but  he  would  take  it  in  .this  light^ 
^was  it  fitting  to  subject  one  man  to  so  ve>y  severe  a  punish-^ 
ment  fer  an  oflfenoe  of  which  another,  who  had  pnblished 
4he  same  libel^  had  been  acquitted  by  a  Jury  of  his  country^ 
men  ?  The  criminality  of  a  libel,  it  was  stfid^  consisted  m 
its  tendency  to  produce  n  breach  of  the  peace.  One  Jury 
had  pranooncea  that  the  puUicatioo  iu  question  had  no 
auch  tendency-^onodier  Jury  had  dsscided  that  it  had :  but 
when  opinicm  were  so  nearly  balanced,  it  was  too  much^  he 
thought,  to  inflict  a  punishment  which  would  have  almost 
been  exoenive,  if  all  mankind  had  been  agveiod  that  the 

Cblication  was  radly  criminal,  it  was  on  this  ground  that 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  c^se  of  Mr. 
Drekard.  The  other  case  was,  in  his  opinion,'  a  much  more 
grievous  one*  It  was  that  of  Mr.  Collyer,  a  dyer,  at  Man- 
chester, who  had  been  surcharged  for  the  Income  Tax.  He 
appealed  against  this  surcharge,'  and  being  put  to  his  oath 
benm  the  Commissioners,  swore  that  his  income  was  no 
more  than  100/.  whereas  the  charge  was  for  300L  This, 
however,  had  only  been  reduced  to  250L  which  Mr.  CSollyer 
eoncetviag  to  be  unjust,  infused  to  pay.  His  goods  had 
in  consequence  been  distmined,  and  a  horse  and  cart  had 
been  sold.  Mr.  Collyer  foond  himself  injured  by  this  pro 
ceeding  in  two  ways.  In  the  first  place,  many  of  his  neigh 
hours  began  to  consider  him  as  a  man  in  bad  cinmmltanoes, 
and  by  this  means  his  credit  )n  tmde  had  materially  suf« 
fered-^-othere  again  put  a  very  Injnrious  construetion  on  the 
matter,  and  were  disposed  to  consider  him  ai  a  perjured 
man,  the  Commissionera  having  refused  to  belieire  him  oa 
Voi.  UL— 1811.  3t 


/ 


506  THE  PAV^LIAVBIITARY  BBOIiTBR.  [COV. 

jOOli.  Ke  ihHiefoir  resolfed  to  pabltsh  a  vindication  #f  bit 
owaoooditct ;  but,  bein^ao  illHefnte  man,  be  did  not  know 
bow  to  draw  it  ap,  ami  applied  lo  tbc  editor  of  one  of  tbe 
Ifaochester  papers,  J^Ir.  CowdrOy,  ataiin^  tbe  circam* 
atancet,  and  dnirinir  him  to  make  irp  a  statement  and- 
pabliftb  it  in  his  paper.  This  was  to  tie  paid  for  as  an 
ad?erttBere€nt-»^bal  Mr.  Colljper  partiralarly  cantimied  Mr. 
Gmdroy  to  avoid  all  libellous  matter^  or  any  thin^  that 
oiigbt  bring  him  into  difllcalty.  Tbe  editor  promised  to 
do  tbfo-  ■  and  the  paper  binng  drawn'  up,  CoUyer  not  beinfr 
rery  capabk  of  judging  whether  it  cfMitained  improper 
malteror  not,  tigfiod  his  name  to  it,  paid  the  money,  and 
it  was  inserted.  Some  alteratioas  were  made  in  it  afterwards, 
and  it  was  then  carried  by  Mr.  Col  Iyer  to  the  editor  of 
anoihbr  "paper  in  Manchester,  who  also  inserted  it.  Fr<im 
this  it  found  its  way  intaa  London  paper«— for  winch  Mr« 
Lovel  was  now  suffering  impriarwiment  for  twelve  montiia. 
An  inforuiation  was  filed  against  Mr.  Collyer  for  this  ofiienca 
•*-he  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  twelve  months  im* 
•prisoiiment.  The  whole  4>f  the  circumstaaces  which  be  had 
slated,  appeared  in  Court  as  be  had  taken  them  4rom  an  affi- 
davit wnich  must  have  b^  mad  there.  Suppose  the 
defence  of  diis  man  had  contained  efietisive  matter — still  it 
might' iiave  been  a  question,  whether  he  ou^biio  bepro- 
aecuted,  when  it  was  consideml  that  his  <Mily  r<iison  was  to 
do  away  the  injurious  impr^ons  among  hb  neighbours 
that  be  was  a  man  in  low  circumstances,  or  that  be  had 
been  guilty  of  perjury'— but  when  it  was  found  tbat  be  was 
ineally  not  tbe  autiior  of  theitt)el ;  t^iat  he  had* even  strictly 
cautioned  tbe  person  who  drew  it  up  not  to  insert  ^y 
libellous  matter,  nor  do  any  thing  against  law ;  it.  was 
aufely^an  extreme  measure  of  justice  to  punish  him  with* 
imprisonment  for  twelve  montmi.  He  had  on  a  former 
occasion  stated*  that  at  the  Old  Bailey,  persons  convicted  of 
felonies^for  which  by  law  their  lives  ^vere  forfeited,  were 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  one,  two,  or  three  months*— 
and  yet  this  man,  under  such  oircumstances,  bad  been  con* 
demned  to  a  year's  imprisonment!.  He  would  now,  with 
tbe  leave  of  the  House,  read  this  terril^lc  libel«  which  had 
called  down  so  heavy  a  punishment.  [His  loedship  theci 
read  the  puUication,  which  has  been  alre»idy  Ixfore  tbe 
public]  It  appeared  then  that  this  offence  was  really  of  so 
alight  and  trifling  a  nature,  4hat  i^  was  hardly  possible  even 
to  be  angry  at  it.    Tbe  Comniissiooecs  tbemselves  &\t  no 
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resentment;  and  so  Htile  was  it  thought  of,  that  one  of 
the  person?  who  inserted  it  was  a  frieod  of  the  CDcnn^is*' 
sioners*.  Tbey  themselves  told  this  roan  that  they  had  no 
enmity  towards  him,  that  they  would  do  every  thing' 'iit 
their  power  to  get  him  out  of  the  scrape,  but  that  the  tihin^ 
was  in  the  hands  of  his  Majesty !s  Government ;  and  yet  tb<i 
AttonVey-General,  knowing  ati  these  circumstances,  on  a 
former  occasion  told  him  (l^ord  Polkestone>that  he  had  the 
satisfaction  to  have  prosecuted  this  man  to  conviction !  He 
hoped  one  oftfaePrivv  Council,  or  some  person  about  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Kegent,  would  represent  this  case  to 
to  him,  when  he  had  -no  doubt,  from  the  generosity  of  his 
mind,  that  he  would  do  in  it  what  was  proper.  When  he 
and  others^  thinking  the  press  hardly  used,  and  that  there 
wasev^'n  a  systematic  effort  to  subdue  it,  had  on  a  former 
occasion  thought  it  right  to  bring  the  subject  of  infomiatioiis 
for  libel  before  the  House,  he  Imd  emploved  a  Solicitor  to 
procure  him  copies  of  the  informations.  1  he  Solicitor  found 
it  more  convenient  to  apply  to  those  who  were  employed  for 
the  several  parties,  than  to  get  them  from  the  office.  He 
got  them  all,  except  the  case  of  this  vian ;  for,  finding  that 
the  copy  ^as  wanted  for  Lord  Folkestone,  the  Attorney 
for  the  party  expressed  his  tears,  lest,  if  the  matter  came  tp 
the  Auomey«Grenerars  ears,  the  punishment  should  be  more 
severe*  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  there  was  any  founda- 
tion for  this  fear ;  but  this  shewed  the  state  of  intimidation 
sin  which  the  press  was  placed.  By  the  negligenee  of  the 
•  Solicitors,  the  instructions  had  not  been  delivered  to  the 
Ooansel  till  a  few  minutes  before  Collyer  was  brought  up  for 
judgment.  The  Counsel  therefore  applied  to  the  Attorney- 
General  to  have  the  matter  put  off,  when  the  Attorney-' 
General  asked  him  whether  they  would  answer  that  Lord 
'  Folkestone  would  not  accuse  him  of  not  liaving  prosecuted 
, their  client?  He  would  ask  the  Attorney vGeneral  whether 
this  was  not  correct?  Did  the  Attorhey-Geaeral  act  difu. 
foiently  Irom  "what  be  otherwise-  would  havp.  done,  on  mo- 
count  of  any  thijng  that  he  (Lord  Folkestone)  might  jay  ? 
Th^  better  way.  would  be  to  act  even  upon  his  own  notioiiB 
of  what  was  Ttfht.  But  he. denied  that  he  badeicer  blamoi 
the  Attoroey-Ueneral  for  not  prosecuAing^  He  had  onj^ 
bbuiied  him  for  bis  partiality  for  having  prosecuted  those 
who  oppbsed  ti|^  politics  of  Uovemmeot  for  smaller  offisDces^ 
while  he  sufficed  those  who  supported  the  politics  of  Go- 
V42mn)ent  to  publish  the  grossest  libds  with.  impumty/»    it 


108  tun  f  AHWAnvTABr  Rsowmr        [eci«r» 

iiad  bieeii  mled  bj  tht  Coart,  ihat  cfCD  putting  u  letter  ia 
tbe  poft«^»ffiGe»  oootttiniug  libelkms  matter,  wm  a  publican 
tiOQ.  Vdiat  iDan«  then,  woalfl  dafe  to  complain  of  tba 
Cpodoet  of  men  in  office  evao  in  ihi*  w^y»  if  a  punishmeot 
io  teveie  at  a  ]r^r*t  imprisonment  were  to  )ie  ioflifBied  fof 
oflknoef  to  tl^bt  at  that  of  Co))yer }  Wat  he  not  jnatified, 
then,  in  calliog  it  a  roott  teyem  and  cmal  minithaient  f 
He  condnded  ny  moving  for  Copirt  pf  t||e  (nlbimatioQe 
p^ntt  Dmkard  and  Collver. 

3%e  Jiform^  Gtmm  hoped,  when  hit  eondyct  wa^ 

l^allitd  in  ooettion,  that  the  Honte  wopM  inddge  him  while 

^  gave  an  accoiiot  what  that  coadoot  had  been.     He 

hM^  tbe  noUe  Lovd  not  to  believe  that  he  ooaM  bate 

talked  dttrttpectfolly  in  another  place^  of  any  motipn  made 

hj  tbr  noUe  Ex>rd  in  that  Honte.  He  might  no  donbt  have 

expiettcd  hip|tte|f  in  tbe  termt  petaited  to  the  noble  Lara, 

fUKlt  when  an  application  for  dday  wat  moied,  might, 

tnrning  to  tbope  near  him,  have  taid  in  an  nnder  tooei 

H  wliat  will  tq^A  a  persoq  «iy,  if  I  content  tp  anv  poaipooe- 

pent  f*     He  Verily  believet  he  bad  taid  to,  and  ihat,  t00| 

jott  in  the  way  in  which  he  had  dcteribed  k,  and  that  tome 

fraty  pertOB  ht4  thouglft  it  worth  bit  while  to  retail  it  to 

die  noble  U>rd,    He  wat  talitfied,  howevpr,  that  the  noble 

fioid  wat  iocapa)>le  of  f uppoting  that  be  coo)d  have  heeti 

adnated  in  any  thing  he  did  by  the  oondoct  of  the  noble 

IxMd  in  bringing  the  tobjeot  nnper  the  pontideraiion  of  tbe 

liottte,  or  t|uit  be  ooold  ever  haire  allowed  tuch  a  ctroomf 

ftanee  to  act  on  hhn  in  tach  a  way  at  to  cante  him  to  de« 

viala  from  the  line  of  hit  doty,  which|  he  wm  eontoiona  he 

liad  never  frantgreited  on  toy  occanon.    If  the  noble 

|x>rd  ceqid  toppot^  him  capable  of  fitiling  the  offimce  of 

^oy  man  with  greater  bitterneit  becaute  he  had  coitmnni* 

caled  whh  the«nohle  Lord|  hp  did  bun  (the  Attoreey-Ge? 

MwO  giM^  injottice.    He  ihonki  feel  mortified  coold  he 

•elieve  that  the  noble  Lord  toppoaed  him  capable  of  mak  a 

irioladon  of  doty.    He  then  prqcfMded  to  coofider  the  tw^ 

f»Mt  bropahf  nn<)er  the  contideratlop  of  thie  Honpe  by  the 

wobleLord.    fimtf  at  to  the  cate  of  Drakard,  the  noble 

Lord  tjeeiitipd  to  conceive  that  a^  the  Hnnlt  bad  beeo  ao- 

qnitt^Bd,  he  (th|e  Attofpey-pepeml)  ongbt  to  have  beei^  oon* 

tMltdi  and  thould  have  though^  the  oaiyte  of  jottaoe  tatia* 

M.r-*ThoDgb  tl^eie  were  tnaqy  niiezeepfibnable  antwert 

which  mighc  be  giveii  to  thit  obaervatiooi  there  wat  one 

fhoito^,  which  he  ihotight  waatoPeient,  iiM  d|it  mm$. 


that  tbe  Q^Ue  Loid  mait  have  been  mUBferaiedi  ibr  tte 
two  publicatioos  were  net  alike  t  Hant'a  was  not  an  esaci 
fiopj  of  Drakard's^  but  there  were  many  |;roiily  offensivn 
pasMffes  in  Drakard^t  libel  which  had  not  loand  their  way 
into  Uoot^t  pablioadcm.    He  did  not  agree,  however,  thac 
tbe  acqaittal  of  Hunt  waa  a  suficient  reaion  Amt  *teT>^  the 
proceedings  against  Dr<akanl,  even  had  the  fmUicaiiona 
been  exactly  the  same.     One  wonid  sojppose^  however^ 
Irom  tbesiateoient  of  tbe  noble  JU>vd,  that  be  (the  Attorney* 
jQeneral)  hunted  down  these  persons  from  a  pteasore  which 
he  took  ill  oppressing  them,  if  he  did  ase  the  word  pleasnre 
when  be  commnDicated  to  the  noble  Lerd  the  fact  of 
CoUyer^s  having  been  convicted,  hts  nsing  that  expreaston 
did  not  proceed  from  any  pleasure  he  felt  at  the  circnm* 
stance  itself,  but»  simply,  from  finding  that  he  was  correct 
in  what  be  had  stated  on  a  former  night,  merely  on  recol- 
lection. With  thesentence  imposed  on  Urakard  he  (the  Attor- 
ney-General) had  no  concern.  For  that  he  ooaid  not  answer ; 
bat  at  tbe  same  time  be  must  say,  that  it  could  •  not  at  all 
be  affected  by  the  acquittal  of  U  unt*    The  €ourt  of  King's 
Bench  had  to  look  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  libel  itself, 
and  to  apportion  the  punishment  tp  ,the  enormity  of  it, 
without  r^^ard  to  any  extraneous  circumstances.    Thev 
were  to  say,  what  was  a  iust  punishment  for  the  libel  as  it 
appeared  before  them.    This  they  had  done,  and  the  noble 
Lord  had  not  thought  proper  to  enter  into  an  investigation 
of  the  libel,  fos  the  purpose  of  shewing  that  the  punishment 
was  disproportionate  to  the  offence,     lie  now  came  to  the 
case  of  (Jollyer ;  and  here  the  House  would  please'  to  con- 
sider who  the  persons  were  againa  whom  the  libel  was  pub- 
lished.   They  were  gentlemen  who  undertook  a  laborious 
and  invidious  office  for  the  sake  of  the  public  ;  and  if  they 
were  not  to  be  protected  against  calumny  in  the  exercise  of 
their  duty,  the  office  must  remain  unexecuted.    He  did 
iassure  tbe  noble  Lord,  that  never  in  any  case  had  more 
pain^  b^n  taken  to  ascenain  what  were  its  real  nients,  than 
fte  had  takjen  in  this  very  case.     He  bad  not  confined  his 
inquiries  tfi  the  consideration  of  tbe  libel,  bnt  he  had  also 
/exerted  him^If  to  a9oertain  if  C^ilyer  had  any  real  ground 
pf  Complaint*    Though  that  would  not  have  operated  as  an 
exense,  stilt  be  ^ad  latisfied  himself  on  this  head  before  he 
^led  an  information  against  him.  The  libel  did  not  in  fact 
apply  to  an  appeal  and  oath  made  by  Collyer  at  the  time, 
bi|tt  be  bad  gone  on  withholding  part  of  his  income  for  five 


years.  So  Ur  loo,  lro;u  ihe  Com oiissiu iters  being  satisfied  "^ 
without  prosecuting  Gollyeri  it  was  only  od  h  coiuplaint 
fjom  tbeiQ  tlut  tbe>  couid  not  go  on  in  their  office,  iF  the' 
Hiait  r  WHS  allowed  to  pas9,  thiit  he  was  prosecuted.  7  he 
two  printeta  were  first  prosecuted,  and  the  Ck^uiuiissioners 
agreed  lo  wave  the  prosecution  against  them,  if  the  author 
wa»  given  up.  This  he  (the  A ttoniey  General)  disapproved 
6i\  thinking  the  printer  or  publisher  ol'ten  as  mischievous  a 
character  as  die  author;  but  be  did  not  think  himself  war- 
ranted in  refuhio^  U)  accede  after  such  an  argument  bad 
been  made.  So  far,  therefore,  frpm  originating  with  him, 
the  proseciuioa  ugainst  Coilyer  bad  been  underukeo  at  the 

.  express  desire  of  tlie  Commissioners  themselves.  It  was  to  be 
observed,  however,  that  alter  the  libel  in  question  had  been 
printed  by  Gowdroy,  Coilyer  himself  took  it,  and  paid  \5s. 
/or  iciving  it  still  further  publicity.  That  these  circuuistances 
must  hive  had  some  eAect  with  the  Court,  no  man  could 
deny..  It  was  impossible  for  any  dibpasbjonate  man  to  look 
at  the  publication,  and  not  to  see  that  it  imputed  to  the 
Commissioners  tliat  tiiey  acted  from  corrupt  motives,  or  " 
frcim  the  very  worst  ot  pus^ions.  These  bt- iog  the  circum- 
stances of  the  two  cases  aliuded  to  by  the  noble  Lord,  he 
submitted  lo  the  House,  that  there  could  be  no  ground  for 
imputing  any  thin^  imprg(>er  to  him  ;  certainly  there  was 
nothing  improper  in  the  Court  who  had  pronoouced  the 
sentences  in  question. 

Mr.  ff'hitbrrad  begged  to  say  a  few  words,  not  respecting 
any  thing  improper  oii«  the  p.irt  of  the  houomrabie  and 
learned  gentleman  (the  A^orney -Genera I),  who,  he  had  no 
doubt,  had  acted  most  tairly  and  constitutionally,  but 
srmply  to^make  a  general  observation,  that  he  had  remarked 
ibr  some  time  that  the  punishments  inflicted  on  offences 
of  this  kind  were  most  exceedingly  severe.  He  had  occa- 
sion some  c'ousideiable  time  ago  to  presenta  petition  on  the 
part  of  White  and  IJart^  whose  period  of  imprisonment 
Was  oou'  nearly  e)tpired.  There  the  imprisonment  was  for 
tinee  years ;  a  punishment  mfinitely  beyond  what  could  be 
supposed  adequate  to  any  offence  of  the  kind,  'ile  had 
i^iiice  heard  of  another  charge  of  a  similar  kind,  againtt 
White ;  but  he  ho))ed,  after  so  long  an  imprisonment,  it 
would  not  be  persevered  in.  As  to  the  case  of  Drakard,  he 
conid  not  judge,  not  having  read  the  publication  ;  Wt  after 
one  person  had  been  acquitted  for  a  similar  publication,  he 

Vouid  not  but  think  the  punishment  allotted  to  it  was^severe 
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indeed.     As  to  CoUyer,  it  was  admiued  that  he  wa^  an  illU 
terate  man,  and  that  supposing;  himself  injured,  he,  in  t' 
state  of  irritation,  employed  Hnbther  person  to  write  oat  a 
statement  of  his  case,  desirin<r  him  at  the  saree  time'  to 
guard  against  ever^  thins^  libelbus^     He  ais;reed  with  the 
AttorneyGeneral  in  thinking  that  the  person  who  com- 
po^^ed  the  libel  was  the  more  proper  object  of  ponishment* 
fle  thought  that  the  Commissioners  might  have  been  sa« 
tisfied  with  convjction  merely^  without  sentence  ;"'«4>ut  if 
'  sentence  was  necessary,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that « 
twelve  months  iinprisonmeDt  for -an  oflrence  of  the  kind,  was 
such  an  excessof  punishment,  that  ii  onght  to  be  tqitigated 
in  that  quarter  alone  from  whence  mercy  could  now  flow; 
an  exercise  of  the  prerogative  whicb>  he  was  convinced, 
would  give  satisfaction  to  ttie  public,  and  to  the  Attorney- 
General  himsetf.    •  .  ^ 

Mr.  Perc^rfl/ said,  if  in  the  case  of  the  libel  published 
by  Drakard^  one  J  ury  had  acquitted  and  another  had  con- 
victed, it  was  for  the  Judges,  when  called  on  to  pronounce 
sentence  on  .the  person  convicted^  to  satisfy  their  own 
minds  which  of  the  two  verdicts  bad  been  funnded  on  mis- 
take, and  to  pass  a  mild  or  severe  sentence  accordingly.    If 
the  noble  Lord  contended  that  tlie  Court  had  erred  in  their  ' 
judgment  on  this  point,  why  bad  he  not  given  the  publica- 
tion to  the  House  ?    The  fact  however  was,  that  the  publi- 
cation for  H^itcb  a  verdict  of  acquittal  had  been  obtained, 
was  not  a  copy  of  the  whole  of  the  publicatioiT  which 
another  jury  had  declared  to  be  a  libel.     As  to  any  applica- 
tion at  the  Fountain  of  Mercy,  in  the  case  of  Collyer,  he  . 
be<^ged  the  House  to  consider  what  was  tlie  nature  of  that 
case.     It  did   not  depend  on  the  particular  words  of  the 
publication,  but  on  the  mischief  likely  to  be  produced  by 
^it,  and  the  effect  it  was  calculated  tt>  produce  on  the  minds 
of  those  against  whom  it  was  addressed.     It  was  to  be  con- 
sidered that  they  were  persons  who  served  without  reward, 
and  tliat  they  lived  in  a  populous  neighbourhood,  whose 
indignation  against  them  such  a  publication  as  the  present 
was  pectiliacly' calculated  to  excite,  th^y  being  l^ere  held  up 
as  persons  who  felt  delight  in  oppression.    The  Court  could 
not  but  have  had  these  circumstances  in   view  ;  and,  in* 
flueiiced  Uy  all  the  merciful  considerations  which  ought  to 
g<ivern  their  minds,  corrected,  however,  by  u  regard  ^o  - 
what  the  public  service  required^  they  had  passed  the  sen- 
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teooe  Hour  eomplaiMd  of.    Hennist  tbtfefofe  oppote  ibt 


Mr.  W.  SmUk  Mid,  at  the  preteol  motion  only  wnt  ibc 
leoctbof  fcqoiriogoopietof  tb^  inferiiiMtJOBt  aod  jiidgiiiei\t» 
ia  toe  iMinieeler  cetet  winded  to^  the  qoettton  wet,  whether 
ihe  noble  Lord  hod  here  made  out  a  prima  jrnde  case  to 
^arraot  mch  a  nMHioa  ?  He  wet  of  opinion  the  noble  Lord 
hed  HMMle  oot  snch  a  case«  and  therefore  be  thoa^ht  the  iih 
IbroMtiom  ami  jodsmenta  ought  to  be  prodocedj  tor  the  take 
of  afibnfing  to  thellonse  materials  on  which  to  build  iu  ftw 
toie  opinion*— The  Goomiattoiiers,  who  acted  gmtuitouslj 
ibr  the  public  l)enefit»  be  was  fnliy  aware»  ongbt  to  be  sop-' 
polled;  and  if  any  man  libelled  them^heoughtto  be  broognt 
to  justice ;  bnt  thatooght  not,  to  his  mind,  to  be  carried  to 
so  violent  an  extent  as  in  the  present  instance.  There  was 
here  an  apparent  harshness  on  the  part  of  the  admin istrators 
of  justice ;  and,  though  it  might  not  be  desirable  to  seem  to 
doobt  of  the  dedsiobs  of  oar  Courts  of  Law,  that  did  not 
aeem  to  him  to  be  so  detrinieoul  to  the  public,  as  that  the 
House  should  refcse  inquiring  into  the  extent  and  propriety 
of  punishment,  when  jmina/acie  groand  was  laid  Ibr  such 
ioautry. 

Mr.  LoekkMri  thought  that  the  posiliont  with  which  the 
hononrable  Member  who  spoke  last  had  set  oat,  would  have 
led  him  to  a  very  different  conclusion*  He  could  not  con* 
oetve  »  more  harsh  aocusatioo  than  that  contained  in  the 
libel  against  these  Commissioners ;  and  to  concur  in  tho 
present  motion  would  be  to  throw  a  re6ectioa  on  the 
Court,  as  inferring  a  doubt  at  least  of  the  propriety  pf  ita 
judgment,  which,  he  oonfcised|  he  mw  no  reason  taquca- 
tion. 

Lord  Folkttione^  in  reply,  observed,  that  the  hooourahle 
and  learned  ^ntleman  had  only  urged,  in  opposition  to  hia 
motion,  that  it  would  tend  to  throw  an  imputation  on  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  without  a  sufficient  case  being  made 
out.  He  still  thought  that  nothing  which  had  been  midl 
by  the  learned  and  nonourable  gentleman  diminished  the 
strength  of  the  case  he  had  described  ;  and  he  had  no  he* 
sitatiun  in  saying  it  was  a  case  of'  peculiar  hardship  ami 
oppression.  It  nad  been  said,  that  the  Court  couM  only 
look  ut  the  actual  libel ;  but  if  this  was  so,  what  was  the 
nature  or  purpose  of  affidavits  in  mitigation  ?  With  respect 
to  the  case  or  Drakard,  he  certainly  was  aware  of  the  die- 
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tinction  between  it  and  the  Hunts,  arising  from  an  otpission 
of  a  certain  portion  of  the  original  libel ;  but  as  the  coufisel 
tor  the  prosecution  had  not  thought  proper  to  dwell  upon 
the  parts  omitted^  he  conceived  himself  warranted  in  con« 
doding  that  they  were  not  peculiarly  offensive.  The  right' 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval)  had  said^  that  one 
libel  ought  not  to  excuse  another  of  the  same  nature ;  but 
he  apprehended,  that  as  libel  was  an  oSenoe  only  cognizable 
by  laW)  as  tending- to  a  breach  of  the  peace,*— when  public 
opinion,  as  expressed  in  the  verdict  of  A  jury,  had  decided 
that  this  tendency  ^id  not  exist,  it  would  have  been  but  just 
and  politic  to  refrsun  from  trying  again  the  same  question 
in  the  case  of  another  person. 

The  question  was  then  put^  and  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

THURSDAY^  JUX4£  13, 
INDICTMENT  AGAINST  A  F£ER  OF  THE  REALM. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  rose,  and  stated  his  intention  of 
moving  to-morrow,  or  some  othar  day  more  convenient,  for 
tke  aatbenticated  copy  of  the  Indictment  lately  found 
against  a  noble  Peer,  for  a  capital  charge^ 

Lord  Ellenborou^h  said,  that  this  was  a  motion  which 
might,  in  its  consideration,  involve  some  very  nice  and 
difficult  points.  The  only  precedent  he  knew  on  the 
subject  was  the  caseofLoitl  Audley;  but  he  was  indicted 
singly,  whereas  in  the  present  case  another  person  was 
indicted  who  was  not  a  Peer.  He  wished,  therefore,  for  a 
few  days,  to  give  their  Lordships  time  for  considering 
whether  it  would  be  proper  to  support  or  oppose  such  a 
motion,  which  was  agreed  to. 

INSOLVENT   DEBTORS   BILL. 

Lord  EUenboro^h  objected  to  raising  the  amoimt  of 
dfjbt  up  to  which  [^btors  should  be  liberated,  which  was 
done  1^  this  Bill  from  9000/.  to  9000/.^ 

The  Earl  of  Moira  defended  the  principles  on  which 

Vol.  UL— 1811.  3U 


514  THB  PAEUAIfSNTART   R)KOUTBft«  [COK* 

toch  Bilk  weiip  founded,  on  their  humanity  and  justice  | 
and  ipvilh  much  animation  and  eloquence  argued  on  the 
impplicjr  and  injustice  of  our  present  Debtor  and  Creditor 
Laws. 

Ijord  EUcnbarougk  strenuouslj  opposed  the  clause.  A 
lather  warm  con?ersation  took  place  between  Lord  Ellea'* 
bqroiiffh  and  the  Earl  of  Moira,  when  the  House  diirided--- 
For  the  clause  as  proposed  (yiz.  3,000/.) 

Content  *  .  •  6 

Not-content     •  -  •  4 

ioritv  for  the  Clause     -  2 


I^rd  EUftnboraugh  mored  an  amendment  on  another 
plause,  whereby  a  person  owing  to  the  amount  of  4,000/. 
and  haying  been  confined  three  years,  should  be  entitled  (q 
bis  liberation.  He  proposed  to  make  it  the  same  as  in 
jTormer  bills  of  that  nature ;  namely,  that  the  term  should  be 
^ve  years. 

After  some  obsenrations  from  the  Loid  Chancellor,  Lord 
^Uenboipugh,  and  the  Ea^l  of  Moira,  the  Clause,  as  pror 
posed,  was  carried.  Spme  yerbal  amendmients  were  agreed 
io^  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Lord  Chanctllor  observed^  that  he  did  not  think 
himldf  precluded  frofn  moying  on  the  third  leading  an 
alteration  of  the  afnenidments  then  niade.  He  mentioned 
ibis  to  preyent  any  misuadentanding  l^wecn  him  aad  hi^ 
noble  friend  (the  Earl  of  Moira). 

The  Earl  of  Moira  said,  that  he  was  certain  aomisuKler? 
ftanding  woald  arise  on  auch  spbjects  between  thenu 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAr,    JU^A    19. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  Loveden*s  Divorce 
Bill,  on  which  eridenoe  was  examined,'  and    Couiwl 

hemL 

A  message  from  the  Lords  declared  the  Royal  Assent  to 
the  Exchcqner*bills  BiO,  the  Assessed  T^xef  Bill,  and  the 
Salt  WafcboQsing  BUI. 
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MANUFACTURERS. 

Colonel  Sianify  broaght  np  the  Report  of  the  Ciommitteri 
-which  had  been  appointed  to  take  the  Petition  of  th6 
Manafacturers  of  Lancashire  and  Scotland  into  consideratton4 
l*he  Report  stated,  that  the  Committee  had  fally  examined 
the  grievances' iiiider  which  the  Manufacturers  suffered,  and 
also  the  expedients  which  had  been  proposed  for  their  relief. 
On  mature  deliberation)  they  had  aetermined  that  tht 
adaption  of  any  of  the  proposed  expedients  was  impracti* 
cable,  and  fraught'with  the  roost  pernicious  consequences. 
They  considerra  the  proposed  grant  of  pecuniary  aid  as 
liable  to  the  strongest  objections. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

ISLAND  OF  TRINIDAD. 

'  itfr.  Marry att  rose  io  make  bis  promised  motion  witti 
respect  to  the  adminisf  mtion  of  justice  in  the  island  o( 
Trinidad.  He  possessed  some  local  Icnowledge  on  this 
subject,  and  was  therefore  enabled  to  ^ive  the  House  som^ 
adequate  information.  In  bringing  forward  his  motion,  he 
considered  himself  pleading  for  a  great  proportion  of  op- 

f)ressed  British  subjects  in  the  island  to  which  he  bad  al* 
uded — a  subject  which  he  hoped  would  be  properly  appre- 
ciated by  a  British  House  of  Commons.  .The  honourable 
gentleman  here  went  through  a  history  of  the  first  settle- 
ment in  the  Island  down  to  the  present  time.  At  first, 
^he  Spanish  law  had  been  in  force  there ;  but  upon  several 
representations  and  petitions  from  the  British  subjects,  an 
English  Commission  was  sent  out  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Smithy  who  was  quite  ignorant  at  the  time  of  his  departure 
of  all  the  Spanish  laws  and  customs.  This  gentleman  acted 
in  one  court  as  a  lawyer,. and  in  another  as  a  judge ;  and  in 
consequence  of  the  ^Spanish  and  British  systems  being  pur* 
sued  at  the  same  time,  the  grossest  abuses  prevailed,  and 
the  most  inconsistent  decrees  were  passed.  Tbus  Mr.  Smithy 
acting  in  one  court  as  a  lawyer^  charged  certain  fees 
on  the  examination  of  evidence:  the  charge  was  refused: 
an  appeal  was  made  to  the  court  above,  and  immediately 
Mr.  Smith  doffed  his  legal  costume,  put  on  his  judicial 
habiliments,  and  decided  m  the  Appeal  Court  cis  a  judge, 
ihat  he  was  entitled  to  the  fees  which  he  claimed  as  a 
lawyer.    He  did  not  mean  to  say  any  thing  invidious  of 
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Mr,  Smith,  ^bow  conduct  was  the  oonaoqueiioe  of  the 
f  jsteoi.  This  gentleman,  in  a  short  time,  found  that  the  ' 
boiiness  so  maltiplied  on  him,  that  to  dischaige  it  nugly 
was  impossible,  and  so  be  caUed  in  two  Spanish  ofiMrs 
of  justice  UHiis  asstsUnce ;  and  thus  three  were  cnsployed 
in  doing  the  work  of  one.  Such  abuses  as  Uhw  veie  not 
the  only  bad  consequences  of  the  present  system ;  it  was 
sttbrersiTei  not  only  of  the  security  of  property,  but  of 
peiBonal  liberty*  While  any  ofiender  against  Mr.  Smithes 
dignity  was  severely  punished,  the  oQcnders  against  justice 
were  suffered  to  escape.  The  dase  was  tl)  is :  by  the  Spanish 
laWft  no  delinquent  could  be  punished  unless  he  oonicsMd  his 
oflfence,  and  the  justice  of  his  sentence ;  by  the  English 
mtem,  Mr.  Smith  had  op  power  of  enforcing  any  such  con« 
lessioo,  and  so  it  was  in  vain  to  try  where  it  was  impossible 
to  punish.    The  difference  made  between  the  free  coloured 

f  arsons  and  the  whi(^  was  most  unjust  and  oppressive, 
bus,  if  a  free  colouitd  person  cohabited  with  an  Indian,  be    - 
was  punished  with   100  iitripes  for  the  first  offence,  and  in 

Sroportion  for  erery  future  one.  If  a  free  coloured  perMxi 
ared  to  lift  his  hand  against  a  white,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
cut  off!  There  were  several  instances  of  the  most  flagrant  . 
cruelty  and  injustice  exercised  towards  the  n^roes.  He 
should  state  one,  which,  if  doubteil,  there  was  then  a  person 
in  the  House  by  whose  testimony  it  could  be  substantiated. 
Several  intoxicated  officeis  met  aparty  of  negro  slayes,*roeni^ 
women,  and  children,  and  drew  their  swords  on  thenr ;  they 
wounded  several,  and  among  others,  a  young.child  in  the 
arms  of  its  mother.  They  were  brou^hC  to  trial ;  the 
defence  was,  that  the  negroes  had  no  right  to  be  off  their 
master^s  estate  after  sun-set,  and  on  such  a  defence  were  the 
delinquents  ac4]uitted.  Such  were  the  blessed  effects  of  the 
system  of  laws  now  pursued  in  the  island  of  Trinidad.  A 
prospectus  had  been  transmitted  in  1804,  by  the  Attorney* 
General  of  the  island,  to  the  English  Government  here* 
statuig  that  those  laws  were  both  oppressive  and  deiective| 
and  agreeable  neither  to  the  French  nor  Spaniards.  Indeed 
it  was  totally  impossible  tiiat  the  Britisn  and  Spanish  sys- 
tems could  be  practised  with  effect  together.  The  honour- 
able ge^eman  adverted  to  a  trial  which  had  lately  taken 
?lace  between  a  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Liverpool,  and  a  Mr. 
'addy,  of  Trinidad,  in  which,  from  voluminous  pleadings 
required  by  the  Spanish  law,  the  papers  vrere  more  thaa 
filled  a  large  cart ;    from  which  the  House  might  fonn  somo 
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judgment  of  the  benefit  oftbe  Spanish  laws.     Trinidad,  he 
said,  is  one  of  a  cluster  of  islands,  all  of  which  are  under 
the  goyemoient^of  Great  Britain ;   and  if  the  laws  arenol 
the  same  in  all,  it  will  cause  infinite  jealousies  and  disquiets, 
which  must  b6  productiye  of  the  most  mischievous  conse- 
quences.     Very  soon  after  the  arrival  of  Judge  Smith,  > 
that  learned  gentleman  certainly  had  broached  doctrines 
which  were  never  before  broached  ttiere,  nor  as  he  (Mr. 
Marryatt)  believed,  any  where  else :  on  which  the  British 
settlers  and  inhabitants  there  petitioned  his  Majesty,  that 
the  British  Colonial  laws  roignt  be  extended  to  Trmidad ; 
but  he  insisted  that  such  petitions  did  not  contain  a  word 
which  required  the  British  constitution.     He  then  made 
several  comments  on  Lord  Liverpool's  instructions,  and 
observed  that  bi9  Lordship  had  concluded  by  refusing  to 
the  petitioners  the  British  constitution,  which  they  had 
never  asked  for.    The  honourable  gentleman  then  proceeded 
to  compare  what  had  been  done  by  the  Govemmei^t  of  this 
country  in  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature.    Jamaica^  he  said, 
as  Trinidad,  had  been  conquered  from  Spain.    We  sent 
thither  our  Commissioners— then  Governor  succeeded  Gover«» 
nor;  yet  all  was  confusion,  and  nothing  but  the  judiciooa 
measure  of  introducing  the  British  laws  could  ever  have 
produced  peace  and  quietness :  that  introduction,  however, 
«was  DO  iooper  effected,  than  tlie  island  became  uniformly 
prosperous,  peaceabh^,  and  happy.  It  had  been  the  same  also 
in  Grenada,  where  he  lived  ten  years,  and  had  been  witness 
to  the  gpod  accruing  to  the  inhabitants  from  the  operation 
of  En^ish  laws,     ft  appeared  to  him  very  strange  that  his 
Majesty's  present.  Ministers  should  persist  in  retaining  the 
Audiencia»  and  all   the  other  tyrannical  and  oppressive 
proceedings  of  the  Spanish  law ;    which  in  all  the  pro- 
clamations of  the  Camccas,  Mexico,  &c.  are  stated  as  the 
chief  reasons  why  the  people  in  those  countries  are  determined 
to  separate  themselves  from  the  mother  country.     He  then 
moved  the  following  Resolution  : — 

*'  That  it  appears  to  thu  House  to  be  expedient •  tot  the 
better  security  of  the  liberty  and  property  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  the  island  of  Trinidad,  that  the  adminbtration  of 
justice  according  to  the  laws  of  Spain  be  abolished,  and 
that  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  he  introduced  in  lieu  thereof*'* 

The  Resolution  being  handed  to  the  Chair,  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  intimated,  that  if  it  were  carried,  he  had 
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ariother  Resolution  with  which  he  meant  to  follow  if  up,  the 
mrport  of  which  wat,  for  that  House  to  addrpss  the  Prince 
Regent  to  extend  his  mercy  to  the  inhabitants  of  Trinidad, 
fay  complying  with  the  said  Resolution.*' 
The  Rnolution  having  then  been  read  from  the  Chair, 
Mr.  Brougham  rose,  and  said,  it  had  been  his  intention 
when  he  came  info  the  Honse,  to  withhold  his  sentiments 
on  the  present  motion,  till  he  heard  the  opinions  of  8om<f 
honouiabie  jaientlemen  in  the  support  of  it,  whose  Judsr- 
ment,  from  their  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  West« 
India  Islands,  he  thought  might  be  superior  to  his  own ; 
hot  from  the  whole  of  the  statement  of  bis  honourabfef 
friend,  he  found  it  so  totally  defective  and  unfounded,  that 
on  that  alone  he  would  not  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  reject 
the  chum  he  had  made.  Great  stress  had  been  laid  by  hiV 
honourable  friend  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Smith,  and 
'the  different  ofBoes  he  was  thereby  to  fill.  At  first  sight, 
perhaps^  when  it  was  said  these  offices  were  held  by  thesame 
peiBon,  and  that  from  the  office  of  Alcadi,  in  appealing  id 
the  Oydore,  he  was  only  appealing  from  himself  to  himself 
-^though  thb  might  prima  facie  appear  somewhat  extraor- 
diiiary)  still  it  was  no  more  than  what  happened  every  day 
in  the  courts  of  this  country.  It  was  the  same  in  the  case 
of  a  trial  at  Bar :  and  in  trials  by  Jury,  in  the  counties 
Palatine,  where  the  Juds^e  directs  ttie  Jurv  to  find  for  one 
party,  he  is  almost  immediately  after  moyea  for  a  new  trial, 
on  the  ground  of  his  own  misdirection  ;  and  yet  that  same 
Judge  would  sit  in  court  in  the  appeal  against  himself.  *  The 
same  was  also  the  case  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  where  the 
appeal  lay  from  the  Chancellor  in  Court  (o  the  same  Chain 
cellor  in4he  House  of  f^rds,  who  there  sat  and  decided  on 
the  appeal  made  agninst  his  former  decision.  He  com- 
plimented Mr.  Smith  in  (be  handsomest  terms,  as  l)eing  a 
gentleman  at  the  bar  universally  allowed  to  be  fully  quali-* 
fied  bolh  by  talents  and  integrity  to  undertake  the  office  of 
a  judge ;  and  as  such  it  required  none  of  that  magic  in- 
fluence, which  his  honoumble  friend  had  attributed  to  Lord 
Liver|K)ol,  to  fit  him  for  that  high  and  important  station. 
He  said,  he  had  had  the  transcendent  pleasure  of  hearing 
many  of  Mr.  Smith's  letters  on  this  subject  read ;  and  they 
all  nhewed,  that  his  humanity  was  not  inferior  to  his  other 
eminent  qualities.  It  so  happened,  however,  that  in  all 
ia  which  coroplaiuts  bad  been  made  against  Mr. 


4fJMB  13.]  ULAVD  OP  XftlNIOAO.  519 

Smith,  lie  was  attacked  for  having  conformed  strictly  to 
the  Spanish  Law,  which  was  the  law  established  in  Trinidad. 
He  did  pot  wish  to  oppose  any  innovation  at  all :  but  he 
was  desiroas  bis   Majesty's   Ministers  should  be  cautious 
how  they  altered  a  code  which  he  thought  almost  divine. 
He  advised  them  to  let  their  modifications  be  carefully  \n^ 
troduced,  till  they  should  be  able  to  form  such  a  system 
for  the  govecninent.  of  that  island  as  their  wisdom  might 
on  mature  consideration  determine  them  finally  to  adopt* 
He  then  read  some  extracts  from  the  schedula  or  ordinance' 
for  the  government  of  the  negroes  and  other  ^ves«    The 
first  euactment'  wasy  that  if  a  slave  marry,  the  wife  shall 
ifbllow  the  hilsband;    so  that  if  the  woman  belonged  to 
fipme  other  master^  the  master  of  the  male  must  purchase 
her  at  a  fair  vahiation ;    and  if  he  refuse  to  d^  so,  then  th6 
master  6f  the  male  slave  must  take  him  at  that  valuation. 
The  next  eoaotment  related  to  the  punishment  of  slaves  i 
and  in  reading  this  Mr.  Brougham  exttltingl^  exclaimed^ 
that  the  cart^wbip  i)sed  in  our  own  West*Indui  Islands  was 
Actually  forbidden,  aad  the  dreadful  laceratkMis  which  were 
its  constant  attendants*    Only  twentyfive  lashes  could  be 
ioflicted  at  one  time,  and  those  must  not  cause  contusion 
or  effusion  of  hlood ;   and  if  this  was  at  any  time  exceeded^ 
the  slave  was  immediately  taken  out  of  bis  master's  power. 
This,  he  satd^  was  the  part  of  the  law  which  caused  Mr. 
Smithes  expression,  that  it  was  almost  a  divine  code.    la 
lieu  of  this  the  House  was  desired  to  substitute  another  code, 
whicl^  does  not  limit  the. power  of  the  oiaster-^wbich  doea 
^ot  confiAe  the  flagelktioB  to  twenty-five  stripes ;  but  which 
allows,  on  the  contrary,  two  or  three  huadrod  to  be  given  ;• 
^d  those  not  only  by  the  master  and  istewaid,  or  by  the 
ordinary  slave-driyer,  but  there  had  been  one  instance  in 
which  a  brother  was  made  to  perform  the  office- of  flagel- 
lation tiU  the  unhappy  object  of  punishment  was  whipped 
to  death.    This  was  the  code  which  his  honourable  fnend 
wished  to  sul^titate  in  lieu  of  that  h^  (Mr.  B.)  had  just 
read.    Geutlensen  talked  of  the  trial  by  jury,  always  keep* 
ing  it  in  view,  as  carried  on  in  £ngland ;  but  if  you  trans* 
plant  it  to  Trinidad,  it  would  go  into  the  hands  of  men, 
who  have  left  every  humane  principle  of  Englishmen  behind 
them.    The  free  people  of  cokNir  in  Trinidad,  he  said, 
were  equal  both  in  numbers  and  property  to  the  whites ; 
yet  these  i)eople  would  by  this  application,  if  the  House 
fqmplied  with  it^  t^  ousted  from  the  British  Goostitution^ 
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for  thecubdance  of  it  they  now  enjoyed ;  and  in  lieu  of  it, 
they  would  cire  them  such  a  tribunal  as  acquitted  Mr» 
H  Ui|^inB»  of  Neyifl.     i  n  fiic^  the  trial  by  jury  in  our  West- 
India  Islands  is  a  mockery  of  justice.     He  hoped  the  House 
would  set  its  face  against  any  alteration  of  the  Spanbh  law 
in  Trinidad«    So  little  is  that  law  known,  that  the  Court  of 
King*s  Bench,  after  heariw  many  arguments,  hare  not 
jei  been  able  to  make  up  toeir  minds,  whether  the  torture 
inflicted  in  Governor  Picton*s  case  be  really  the  Spanish 
law  or  not.    If  the  House  bei^in  by  pledging  themselves  to 
give  the  people  of  Trinidad  British  laws,  they  pledge  them* 
ttives  also  to  abolish  the  Spanish  laws,  without  knowing 
what  b  Spanish  biw  and  what  not    He  had  no  doubt  but 
Government  will  in  dne  time  rive  their  most  serious  attention 
io  tbb  subject ;  and  if  they  do^  thejr  cannot  do  better  than 
folbw  the  spirit  which  pervades  the  letter  of  Lord  Liwrw 
pool.    From  all  these  circumstances^  he  should-  gifc  hb 
cordial  vote  agiiinst  the  present  motion. 

Mr*  Strpkeu  said,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brooght 
forward  tbb  motion,  would  abolbh  the  code  of  laws  now 
established  in  Trinidad  without  oflfering  any  other  in  its 
Itead,  and  without  showing  that  those  to  be  abolUhed  arof 
actually  Spanish  laws.     He  desires  you  by  the  fint  resolo* 
tioui  to  resolve  to  act  on  an  abstract  practical  case,  and  then 
that  you  will  sobseouenily  provide  for  the  mischiefs  yon 
may  thereby  do.     With  respeot  to  the  Britbh  Colonies, 
they  all  differ  very  materially  io  the  laws  by  whicii  they 
are  respectively  governed  :   yet  the  honburabie  gentleman 
does  not  tell  you,  whether  it  is  the  British  Constitution  in 
Jamaica,  that  in  Barbadoes,  or  that  of  Antigua,  which  he 
would  wish  to  introduce  into  Trioida4.    By  the  Resolution 
be  haa  intimated  his  intention  to  move,  if  this  pass,  he 
would  have  that  House  interpose  to  wrest  from  the  Crown 
its  due  prerogative,  in  order  to  enable  the  Prince  Regent  to 
interfere  with  his  humanity.    It  bad  been  determined  by 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  immediately  upon  the  acquisition 
of  this  island  of  Trinidad,  that  it  should  not  be  managed  in 
the  same  way  as  the  other  West*India  islands,  and  that  it 
should  not  have  the  bltuing  of  that  system  that  was  now 
contended  for.    The  circumstances  attending  the  petition 
were  these:  Governor  Hislop,  the  leader  of  that  faction  ijvho 
had  employed  the  honourable  gentleman  to  state  their  case, 
had  htm  a  circular  letter  round  to  all  the  white  inhabituts 
of  the  island,  to  know  whether  they  would  not  like  t9ht 
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▼erned  by  British  laws.    The  black  residents  had  the  mor- 
tificatioQ  of  seeing  this  circular  left  as  regularly  as  a  tax- 
paper  at  every  white  man's  door.     They  were  then  obliged 
to  consider  the  question,  which,  if  adopted,  would  have 
placed  the  free  blacks,  not  in  the  situation  of  negroes,  for 
he  believed  nothing  else  that  existed  in  this  world  was  so 
croel  as  their. situation,  hut  a  situation  worse  than  any  thinff 
lo  which  the  name  of  slavery  was  given  in  Europe.    This 
proposal  went  to  take  away  from  them  all  the  most  impor- 
tant rights  which  were  secured  to  them  by  the  capitulatjon. 
It  was  said,  too,  that  the  mulattoes  were  silent  upon  the 
occasion.     The  fact,  however,  was  notoriously  the  reverse;, 
ihey  humbly  begged  and  prayed  the  Governor  to  allow 
them  also  to  transmit  a  petition  to  the  Government;  but  he 
believed  that  the  House  would  feel  considerable  indignation 
when  he  stated,  that  this  prayer,  although  couched  in  the 
most  humble  and  adulatory  terms,  was  refused  by  Governor 
Uisk>p.     When  it  is,  then,  said,  that  the  free  blacks,  have 
not  petitioned  against  the  measure,  the  reason  is  that  they 
dart  not.    The  honourable  gentleman  here  read  some  ex- 
tracts from  Bryan  Edwards  relative  to  the  state  of  even  the 
free  blAickrS  in  the  West  Indies.     He  ako  read  from  a  Bar- 
badoes  paper,  which  be  had  seen  that  morning,  an  humble 
petition  froo)  the  men  of  colour,  in  the  most  abject  terms, 
fiupplicatiag  the  Assembly  to  allow  them  to  be  admitted  to 
give  evidence  in  Courts  uf  Justice.     Their  bumble  suppli- 
cations stajted,  that  the  lower  orders  of  whites  frequently 
Jhroke  into  vheir  bouses,  and  violated  their  wives  and  dangh- 
lers;  and  no  redress  was  given  them  by  the  law,  as  the  evi- ' 
denoeof  a  black  man  would  not  be  received.     Besides  the 
opinion  of  the  celebrated  English  writer,  Bryan  Edwards, 
there  was  an  opinion  stated  by  a  very  celebrated  French 
writer.  Monsieur  Vaillant,  about  the  manner  in  yvhich  the 
bJacks  were  generally  treated  in  the  West  Indies.     Mon- 
•sieur  Vaillant  said,  that  it  was  the  greatest  absurdity  to 
throw  the  free  blacks  at  such  a  distance  from  the  whites  in 
the  scale  of  society,  and  that  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese 
juanaged  not  only  the  free  blacks  in  their  Colonies,  but 
tl^ir  slaves  also,  with  much  more  humanity,  and  more  ra* 
tionally  than  eii^r  the  French  or  the  English  did.     Their 
slaves  were  like  a  part  of  iheir  family,  and  had  by  law  « 
right  secured  to  them  of  purchasing  their  freedom,  or,  In 
certain  cases,  of  changing  tbeir  masters.     It  was  stated  by 
bis  honourable  friend,  that  this  island  was  \ery  neajrth^ 
Vol.  IU-1811.  SX 
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Spanish  Continent.  It  should »  then,  be  recollected,  that 
they  were  close  to  a  country,  where*  by  the  fundaoieDtal 
laws  uf  the  Constitution,  every  distinction  was  now  abo* 
lishcd  between  the  free  blacks  and  the  whites ;  and  that  the 
bulk  ot  the  inhabitants  of  this  island  are  of  the  same  origia 
With  the  oiulatti>es  on  the  main  land,  and  would  natorailj 
feel  more  acutely,  on  that  account,  the  wrongs  which  they 
were  obliged  to  suffer  on  account  of  their  colour*  The  Go* 
vcrnor  was  not,  however,  content  with  refusing  leate  to  the 
inulattoes  to  transmit  their  Petition,  but,  he  commenced  a 
severe  prosecution  against  those  who  were  instrumental  in 
having  it  signed.  No  less  than  thirty  of  those  persons  were 
arretted,  and  some  of  them  were  banished  from  the  island, 
and  stripped  of  their  property.  This  was  a  pretty  good  spe- 
cimen of  what  the  faction  who  now  petitioned  would  do,  if 
tlu>y  had  more  power  in  the  island.  The  pretence  for  pu- 
nishing many  of  those  persons  was  for  crimes  committed  in 
the  French  West-India  islands,  before  the  French  Revolu- 
lion,  and  before  their  emigration  to  Trinidad.  The  island 
of  Trinidad  was,  however,  priocijpally  settled  and  peopled 
by  persons  who  came  to  it  as  a  refuge  from  debts  contracted 
iu  the  other  West-India  islands,  and  yet  those  very  white 
men  held  the  blacks  in  such  abhorrence,  that  they  would 
conceive  themselves  degraded  by  sitting  down  in  the  same 
room  with  them.  It  was  for  the  privilege  of  trampling  on 
the  black  population  of  the  island,  that  these  whites  thought 
it  worth  their  while  to  pay  S,000/«  per  annum  to  one  agenr^ 
and  that  so  many  paragraphs  found  their  way  into  news- 
papers talking  of  the  advantage  of  British  laws.  As  to  Mr. 
Saiitb,  be  would  say,  that  to  his  own  knowledge,  he  was  a 
most  respectable  man,  and  that  he  had  suffered  a  great  deal 
of  persecution.  It  was  enough  to  try  the  temper  of  any 
man  plaoed  in  a  high  official  situation,  to  be  set  at  bay,  as 
be  was,  by  all  the  whites  of  the  Colony.  As  to  the  case  of 
the  printer,  whom  he  punished  for  contempt,  the  man,  after 
repented  warnings,  had  continued  to  insert  an  inflamma- 
tory libel,  not  only  in  open  contempt  of  his  situation  as 
Judge,  buCas  he  thought,  when  the  situation  of  the  West- 
India  islands  was  considered,  even  tending  to  assassination. 
As  to  the  charge  of  the  great  sev^eriiy  of  his  imprisonment 
iu  a  dungeon  among  negro  slaves^  he  must  say  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  been  so  incorrect  in  many  of  his  state- 
ments, that  he  believed  be  was  incorrect  in  this  also.  As 
to  the  freedom  of  the  press  in  Trinldadaj  it  meant  nothing 
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at  all  but  the  liberty  of  libelling  and  lampooning;  every  body 
who  was  disagreeable  to  the  oligarchy  of  five  hundred 
whites,  who  wished  to  be  absolute  roasters  of  the  popuhujoa 
of  the  islands  The  Governor  and  his  Council  had  at  last 
thought  proper  to  abrogate  the  functions  of  Mr.  Smithy  and 
that  gentleman  was  now  on  his  way  to  Europe*  However 
valuable  the  trial  by  jury  was  in  this  country,  in  the  way  it 
was  managed  in  the  Leeward  Islands,  he  would  infinitely 
prefer  the  Spanish  system  of  law.  It  was  extremely  hard 
f6r  a  stranger  to  get  a  fair  verdict  in  the  West  Indies 
against  a  resident.  The  trial  bv  jury  was  only  good  where 
there  was  such  population  as  tnat  a  fair  jury  could  be  se« 
lected  from ;  but  to  give  those  five  hundred  whiles  the  com* 
plete  dominion  over  all  the  lives  and  property  that  were'oa 
the  island,  would  be  highly  detrimental  to  the  cause  of  jns« 
tice«  He  could  state  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  no 
appeal  had  ever  yet  been  brought  against  the  judgment  of 
Mr.  Smith,  although  he  had  determined  1099  cases  between 
March  1809  and  August  1810.  This  circumstance  would, 
he  hoped,  induce  the  House  to  think  favourably  of  his  cha* 
racter.  He  considered  the  proceedings  of  Governor.  Hislop 
and  his  faction  as  most  unwarrantable,  and  that  what  was 
now  sought  for  was  most  unjust^  and  therefore  he  felt  it  bis 
duty  to  oppose  the  motion. 

Lord  CaUlereagh  objected  to  the  motion.  It  had  been 
the  wish  of  his  Majesty's  Government^  when  he  was  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies^  to  change  as  little  as  possible  the 
existing  laws  of  the  conquered  islands.  The  spirit  of  the 
British  law  was  to  be  introduced  as  far  as  it  could,  without 
violence  to  general  habits.  i\s  to  the  British  Constitution, 
there  was  nothing  of  it  known,  at  least  in  the  smaller  Colo- 
nies; the  nature  of  the  population  scarcely  allowed  it,  and 
nothing  of  the  constitution  but  its  embarrassments  was  felt. 
It  would  be  unwise  of  him,  or  any  other  Minister*  to  advise 
a  trust  of  power  in  hands  which  would  use  it  only  for  the 
purpose  of  oppression  and  injury,     v 

Mr.  Canning  was  glad  that  the  discussion  had  taken 
place,  as  the  fate  Which  the  question  would  meet  this  night 
would  set  the  minds  of  the  Trinidad  Planters  finally  at  rest. 
They  were  loud  in  their  cry  for  a  British  Constitution  ;  and 
they  were  so  anxious  in  their  demand,  that  they  were  ready 
to  take  any  part,  or  be  content  with  any  shape,  of  what  they 
called  a  British  Constitution.  This  anxiety  must  betray 
Jkeir  real  object.     It  was  an  independent  legislature  that 
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thej  vaoMi,  and  doc  a  Bmiah  CoostMOoa,  of  wliicb  liwjr 
tM  MO*  frem  to  koenr  At  maau^,  Bm  tke  Cofcni^mrt 
wooU  be  he^t  to  rv^fist  a  dgintB^  wlikh  BCrHy  went  to 
prevent  tbe  raterferencc  of  Gafgiaaeat  in  tke  iluiui  ad* 
nimsf ratfoo  of  th«  Colonr.  Wicbia  thice  OMNicha  alter  tlie 
capture  of  Trioirfad,  he  (Sh,  Canniag)  had  aofed  mm  ad- 
dreas  direrfly  in  the  iretfa  of  the  prwciple  of  the  iodcpeiK 
deot  Coloaial  Le^Utnrr;  mod  lus  objfect  ia  the  Moiioa 
was,  that  it  might  aoc  be  in  the  power  of  the  Coioej  to 
rrnst  the  flseaaorea  fur  patting  down  the  slave  trade,  and 
bis  object  in  moTmg  «>  ear!j  wsa  to  extinguish  all  hope  of 
an  iridepen^eot  Le:*>)latiire,  As  those  Legislatvres  were 
BOW,  GoTnrnment  coald  not  interfere  with  tbe  internal  oon« 
cems  of  the  islands,  even  for  their  good*  As  to  the  coh^ 
nial  idea  of  a  Bntish  Constitotion,  Ur.  Hogfins,  that  brutal 
exemtfoner,  in  what  was  not  his'defetice,  iMit  actaally  his 
excnlpaiion,  charged  hi^  accnvrs  with  sinoii^  agMo^  the 
prmdples  of  the  British  Conttitatioo.  {Hemr  f)  He  must 
aho:.  ether  ohject  to  the  motion. 

3tr.  fVilbcrforce  at  some  length  opposed  tbe  motion. 
He  aHrened  with  great  feelinsy  and  force  to  tbe  horrors  of 
the  slave  trade,  and  the  detestable  practices  which  had 
grown  out  of  it,  as  well  as  to  the  dotj  imposed  opon  the 
Ilou^e,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  its  own  acts,  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  to  prevent  their  being  evaded.  He 
agreed  with  his  ri^ht  hononrable  friend  (Mr.  Csnniog), 
that  it  woold  be  desirable  that  the  decisive  wote  of  that  night 
against  the  motion  of  thje  bononrable  gentleman  shoaM  set 
this  question  completely  at  rest. 

Jlir.  W,  Smith  briefly  commented  upon  the  papers  npoo 
the  table,  and  contended  that  if  the  small  commoniiies  iq 
the  colonies  shoold  not  reform  themselves,  or  suffer  the  Le* 
gislatnre  of  the  mother  country  to  reform  them,  tbe  6o*> 
ternment  ought,  as  it  bad  in  its  power,  to  cast,  them  off. 

Mr.  Marrifatt  in  reply  remarked  upon  the  asperity  which 
had  been  employed  by  some  honourable  and  learned  gen^ 
tlemen  against  the  petitioners.  To  prove  tbe  oprightness 
of  juries  in  the  West  Indies,  he  had  only  to  state,  that  db* 
ring  ten  years  be  had  resided  in  Grenadaj  he  had  bronght 
but  two  notions,  one  against  the  Governor,  and  the  other 
against  the  Chief  Jnstice,  in  both  of  which  be  had  sue* 
cccded ;  and  he  left  it  to  the  House  to  form  an  opinion  of 
the  virtue  of  juries,  which  not  only  gave  him  a  verficl 
against  the  Gorernor^  but  to  cast  the'Chief  Jostice  in  a  law- 
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iuit  in  bis  own  Court.  After  tftking  a  review  of  most  of 
the  arguments  urged  against  his  motion,  the  honourable 
Member  stated^  that  the  great  majority  of  the  colonists 
wished  for  the  British  Constitution^  and  that  in  enacting 
laws,  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House  to  consult  the  feelings 
of  those  upon  whom  they  were  to  operate. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  motion  negatived 
ivithout  a  division. 

EXCHANGE  OF   PfilSONEnS. 

Mr.  Brand,  in  rising  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  did  hot  mean  at  that  late  hour  to  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House.  But  as  the  subject  was  of 
considerable  importance  as  well  to  the  comfort  and  happi** 
fless  of  thousaads  of  their  fellow-subjects,  as  to  the  honour 
and  character  of  the  country,  he  trusted  that  it  would  not 
be  considered  as  unnecessarily  taking  up  the  attention  of 
the  House,  to  bring  it  under  its  consideration  before  Parlia* 
ment  should  separate.  In  the  course  of  last  summer  it 
would  be  recollected  that  some  communications  took  place 
between  the  Governments  of  this  country  and  France  rela« 
tive  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war.  It  would  be  equally 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  such  communications 
had  not  led  to  any  successful  issue,  but  terminated  in  a 
manner  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  public,  the  cause  of 
which  bad  never  yet  been  explained.  He  had  hoped,  that 
daring  the  early  part  of  the  present  session  some  commu* 
nication  upon  the  subject  would  have  been  made  to  that 
House,  and  that  an  opportunity  wpuld  thereby  have  been 
aiforded  them  of  expressing  their  sentiments  as  to  the  pro* 
prietjr  of  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place  on  that 
occasion.  As  far  as  be  was  informed,  the  proposals  which 
bad  been  made  by  the  Government  were  just  and  fair,  and 
equitable,  and  consistent  with  those  principles  of  candour' 
and  honesty  which  usually  characterize  negociations  fcr 
•nch  a  purpose.  The  French  papers,  on  the  contrary^ 
charged  ihe  Government  of  this  country  with  insincerity, 
tond  even  with  perfidy,  in  the  progress  of  the  transaction. 
When  the  honour  and  character  of  the  nation  was  thus  as- 
sailed, he  was  persuaded  that  every  man,  whatever  may  be 
his  feelings  of  hostility  to  any  particular  Administration^ 
must  be  ready  and  anxious  to  justify  the  conduct  of  the 
Goveri^raent  of  the  country.  For  himseUbe  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  the  proposals  of  this  Government  were 
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extremely  Tair,  andezacttyconformablt*. to  the  practice  in 
eU  timilar  transactions.  On  tlie  part  of  the  French,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  claimedj  that  we  should  not  only  release  a 
number  of  French  prisoners  equal  to  the  British  prisoner* 
10  the  hands  of  France,  but  also  fur  the  number  of  Spanish 
and  Portui^uesc  prisoners  in  her  possession,  to  the  extent  of 
the  French  prisoners  in  our  possession :  in  other  words, 
that  for  one  Englishman  we  should  get,  we  should  release 
three  Frenchmen,  gettin|EC  back  for  our  allies  at  the  same 
time,  one  Portuguese  and  one  Spanish  prisoner.  If  this 
were  the  proposal  of  the  French  Government,  which  be  be- 
lieved it  to  have  been,  he  considered  it  unfair  and  ioequi* 
table.  He  could  admit  the  principle,  after  Slaving  got  back 
all  our  own  prisoners,  of  exchanging  the  remainder  of  the 
French  prisoners  in  our  possession  in  lieu  ot  the  prisooen 
of  our  allies  in  the  hands  of  France,  as  perfectly  fair  and 
just.  But  he  would  ask,  why  we  should  not  demand  in  the 
first  instance  the  exchange  of  nil  our  own  countrymen, 
prisoners  in  France,  before  we  should  enter  into  the  consi- 
deration  of  the  ulterior  arrangement  for  the  exchani^e  of 
oitr  allies.  Whatever  oumber  of  French  prisoners  we  should 
release  thus  over  and  above  a  number  equal  to  our  own,- 
would  be  a  loan  of  just  so  many  to  our  allies  to  be  applied 
by  them  in  exchange  for  the  release  of  their  subjects  in  the 
power  of  France,  and  not  to  be  considered  by  any  means 
as  the  subject  of  a  bargain  between  this  country  and 
France.  We  were  not  bound  to  include  our*ffallaot 
cotmti^'men  in  any  general  aggregate  of  those  to  be  ex- 
changed^ because  it  might  happen  that  they  would  thus  be 
included  in  an  aggregate  with  those  whose  timidity  may 
have  caused  their  captivity^  and  consequently  that  the 
number  of  our  brave  countrymen  whom  we  should  regain 
would  be  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  their  gallantry  and  heroism. 
It  was  the  duty  of  Government,  therefore,  to  demand  the 
exchange  of  all  our  brave  and  valiant  countrymen,  before 
they  should  consent  to  compare  the  balance  between  the 
surplus  of  French  prisoners  in  our  possession,  and  the  Por- 
tuguese and  Spanish  piisoners  in  the  hands  of  France.  If 
that  was  the  ground  U|>on  which  our  Government  had  pro- 
ceeded, their  conduct  was  fully  justified.  No  man  who 
lead  the  French  papers,  or  who  conversed  with  any  persons 
who  travelled  on  the  Continent,  could  be  ignorant  of  th« 
calumnicH  propagated  by  the  French  against  this  country, 
or  of  the  consequent  dread  entertained   by   Frenchmen^ 
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when  captured^  df  the  cruelty  and  severity  of  confinement 
ID  an  English  prison.     Even  the  French  negociator  asked 
Mr.  Mackenzie^  what  security  the   French  Government 
would  have,  that  after  having  released  all  the  British  pri- 
soners,   this  Government  would   continue    to    exchange 
French  prisoners  for  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  ?    This  was 
in  his  letter  dated  July  2,  and  contained  an  insinuation  an« 
justifiable  by  any  pari  of  the  uniform    practice  of  this 
countryi  which  had  never  failed  faithfully  to  ful(]^  all  its 
engagements.     In  the  next  letter,  finding  the  ground  slip- 
ping from  under  him,  that  person  giving  that  part  of  the 
case  as  nugatory  in  principle,  and  delusive  in  practice,  re- 
'florted  to  complaints  of  the  treatment  of  French  prisoners  of 
var  in  this  country.     Upon  this  point  be  had  made  it  his 
business  particularly  to  inquire,  and  he  was  supplied  witb 
an  account  of  the  average  number,  and  of  the  deaths  up  to 
uhe  SOih  of  April,  in  the  prison  at  Dartmoor,  the  one  most 
complained  of.     The  number  in  January  was  5,885,  and 
the  number  of  deaths  16 — in    Feb.  6,697;  deaths   6 — ia 
March,  5,607  5  deaths,  10— in  April  5,600.  deaths^  10.—. 
From  the  Stockholm  Mortuary  1  ables,  taking  the  prisoners 
to  consist  of  persons  between  30  and  40  years  of  age,  the 
number  that  would  probably  die  out  of  1000,  was,  it  ap- 
peared, 98  in  4  months  :  only  24  had  died  out  of  that  num« 
bcr,  so  that  it  appeared  by  this  that  the  complaint  of  ill- 
Creatment  had  no  foundation  in  fact.     It  had  been  the  uni- 
form practice  o^  the  French  to  calumniate  this  country  for 
its  conduct  to  prisoners.      In   1795,  the  outcry  excited 
throughout  Europe  on  this  score  caused  an  inquiry  to  bi 
made  by  a  Committee  of  that  House.   After  a  diligent  and 
laborious   investigation,  that  Committee   made  a  report, 
which  appeared  sp  satisfactory,  that  an  address  was  voted 
to  the  Crown  to  have  it  communicated  to  all  the  Govern- 
ments in  Europe  to  which  we  had  access.     He  bad  one  ob- 
cervaiion  to  make  upon  a  point  rather  of  internal  concera 
to  ourselves,  than  of  interest  with  reference  to  the  enemy. 
He  should  not  refer  to  the  case  of  any  individual,  but  he 
should  never  consent  to  have  one  of  those  who  had  volun- 
tarily placed  themselves  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  whilst 
there  was  a  cabin-boy  or  a  drummer,  taken  fighting  the 
battles  or  defe^iding  the  shores  of  his  country,  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.     This  was  a  point  well  worth  serious  consi- 
deration, both  as  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  it ;  and  as  to 
the  policy  of  ioiroducing  any  new  principle  into  the  usual 
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course  of  establishing  carteis^  he  believed  that  ihe  boo. 
geutleinan  who  was  employed  in  the  oegociiiiion  to  be  a 
gciiileuiiui  of  great  respectability,  and  possessed  of  very 
considerable  talents;  but  he  rather  believed  that  his  very 
dexterity  on  a  furmer  occasion  had  rendered  him  peculiarly 
obnoxious  to  iUtt  French  Government.  So  far  therefore  an 
appointment  of  that  kind  ought  perhaps  to  have  been 
avoided ;  and  he  trusted,  that  in  case  of  any  future  negoci- 
atioii  attention  would  be  paid  to  this  circumstancey  as  it 
uughl  Ih:  of  importance  in  attaining  so  desirable  an  event  in 
every  pi^iut  of  view,  and  so  interesting  to  the  feelings  of 
thoui»an(i?,  as  an  exchange  of  prisoners.  He  concluded 
villi  moving  ''  That  ao  humble  address  be  preaented  to  ibe 
Prince  UvL'eat^  praying  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  lay  be- 
ibit  tile  House,  Cupi<'!i  or  Extracts  of  such  Commuuicatioos 
i\s  took  p!ace*in  1810  with  the  Government  of  France,  re- 
Jatiiii>:  to  an  Exchange  of  Prisoners.** 

Mr.  Yorkc  secouded  the  motion »  and  was    very  happy 
that  the  subject  had  been  brought  before  the  House  by  tl^ 
honourable  gentltmnn.     I'he  only  reason  why  the  matter 
had  n (it  been  brought  forward  by  Ministers,  was,  becaase 
the  attempt  at  nrgociating  an  exchange  having  failed,  there 
was  no  uccasion  for  them  to  submit  any  measure  on  the 
subject  to   the  approbvition   of  the    House.      When   the 
papers  moved   for  came  before  them,  it  would  then  be  in 
tile  power  of  the  House  and  tiie  country  to  judge  on  which 
side  ilic  quality  of  fairness  was  to  be  found ;  and  sure  be 
%vai,  thiii  tile  character  of  unfairness  or  insincerity  would 
Dot  be  iound  to  r^st  with  this  Government.     As  to  the  ex- 
change of  the  civil  persons  who  were  detaiRe4  in  France  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war^  their  case  waa  one  which  met 
theanxiuui  consideialion  of  Government.     Utidoubtedly 
it  was  thf  ir  intention  that  all  our  military  and  naval  pri* 
doners  should  be  first  exchanged  ;  but  as  tlien  there  would 
remain  a  very  conijiiderabie  surplus  of  French  prisoners,  it 
appeared  really  a  dictate  of  humanity  to  relieve  these  un- 
fortunate detenus  by  continuing  the  cartel  for  them*    It  was 
quite  in  vain  to  think  of  pressing  on  the  present  Govern* 
-tiient  the  rules  by  which  the  practice  of  modern  warfare 
had  been  re^ulated^  and  it  seemed  better  that  these  unfor* 
tnnate  individuals  should  be  restored  to  their  native  country 
in  tile  best  way  that  was  possible,  even  though  that  hhould 
not  be  quite  satisfactory.      The    honourable    gentleman 
seemed  to  state  that  the  French  Goverq^i^tit  had  fomt 


objection  to  Ae  teptoviMiil  of  Mn  MiMk«n«^;  tti  pm 
b«pt  be  altoded  to  tnet  gendemaa*s  being  cwf^oyeii  ia 
bringing  off  the  Spanish  troops  froiH  tbe  BmCy  M  m  ptm 
babie  cause  of  diaKke.  )(o#  reaHy  he  aev^er  hehi^Jt  tha€  iiiijr 
objection  of  ibat  aort  was  even  slated  bjr  the  entasj ;  and 
be  ratber  understood  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  was  treated  wids 


tvery  degre^  of  aUention  while  employed  in  coBdnecinr  tbe 
peared  in  tbe  Momitur ;  but'soime  tnaisriil  jpApeii*  ieertafnlf 


bosiness*    A  omnber  of  the  papers  mnr  moired  for 


were  omitted^  which  would  now  be  supplied^  and  others 
nwre  aecnrately  giTcn^  which  would  produce  the  whole  of 
the  oonsmonieations  falljr  and  (airly  bafbra  tbe  Hiiasa  and 
the  public,  {^e  believed)  that  at  thb  moment  there  wevn 
•bout  dOjOiOO  French  prisoners  ito  lliis  cavticry ;  ibe  Brisiah 
prisoners  in  France  were  not  more  than  lO/MM^  CHe  dpantsh 
prisoners  there  might  beas'iUMyas  the^'FyalMi'prisoiiMV 
bera;  and  there  wet«  alsD'abbut?  ys^ClOO .  VMd^oaivpriA 
soners  in  France. 

The  address  was  then  agreed,  tb^ 
Adjoarned. 


"  £#rf  Gr^  eslpiess^  Us'iieirftt^  tri^et^^^ji^MSt^lMiois.of 
illness  bis  ^ble  friend  ohcrtB^I  of  DoDoegbiMf»>  was 
rendered  nnkble  to  ettehdijhel  {louse^  tf>  bfing  ibriffin^biV 
motionf  on  tbt  Catholic  Peiitionsw  .  He  c^i^d-.tafce  upon  his^ 
to  astjare  their  Lordships*  tkMC  noijh«ng:baik  tbeinebiUty  .oft 
tbe  pari  of  his  noble  frMdy  rtdConiiy  to  maft#  any  esertioii^ 
but  e?eti  to' ^lend  tfaieHoose^  weiald  h^T^e^  prevented'  bins 
from  brfogiog  fol'werd  Ipus  moiionk .  It  tH>al(|*bie  debirabfe*  at 
this  lateperiM  of  tbe  selsiM^  tfoi  appoint  aa  early  a  d^y  an 
poHible5.<and  therefore  be^  fni»/ir^t»4i9chor^tt  yif  .ordpir  fos 
suminoning  their  losdBtApsi.iilbi^.this  day»\a<^.tQ;«tsew  it 
for  Tuesday,  bating  eiwryLreasQO'to*.bfll»Tfi  that  iblS'  nobis 
friend  wotildon  that  day  bte  able  to.  attMd*.-    il  < 

.  Jht  Emrt  0fi  LtiHtfpae/.didi  aot-jrisn.toroy fme.  the  ttloMooi 
blitmereigr{toraxprsB9»a)fto|Ki:tb*llhe:dts0Uiaion)9<pnld  no) 
be  deferred  bieyood  Td^aiv  ifai  ip^asmennt^rta  bring,  it;  on 
at  all  tbib  sesaicKi)  alihbbgb  bitiibnubtiiftifttigbt;  bft.  pMf^ 
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|ioqf4-iUl  tte.  iicxi  icwlon  vMMNit  the  lean  freiudice  ta 
ihe^qottlioo*  He  ako  wiihed  to  obsenrei  that  tne  Com* 
MiMce  ea  ihe  Militia  luterchaoge  Biil|  which  had  been 
poitpeAed  .  till  Moaday»  could  .uot  at  tbia  late  {leriod  of 
the.  acwien  be  ieoger  deferred,  without  great  incoove- 
■ieaoQ. 

Eiurl  Gttf  taid,  there  was  every  leaaoD  !»  belie? e  thai 
bi»  nollle  Jiie«d  would  be  able  to 'attend  oo  Tueidaj, 
and  would  .ioi  tbatoaae  ceftainij  bring  on  the  qu^tton. 

.  TAa  tiukcMf  tiorfolk  said  a  few  words  respectioK  the 
posipotieanent  of  toe  CoanoUtee  on  the  Miliiia  Inter* 
change  Bill  till  after  the  discuasion  on  the  Caibolic  que»« 
lN>n« 

Earl  Grejf  aaidl  it  ceitainly  wu  highly  desirable  to 
have  the  Gwoiitlce  oft  the  Miliiia  lotercbaoge  Bill  post* 
posed  till. after  ihe  debute. on  the  Catholic  qaestion— unci 
It  wa%  at  bis  roqeest,  with  that  view  that  it  was  deferred 
till  Monday ;  but  at  this  advanced  period  of  tbetatton,  he 
could  not  ask  a  further  delay* 

Adjourned* 


V 


HOUSft  OP  OOMMONS. 

»i»aY»  Jirva  M. 

pataaftTMieff  at  sMHCir;* 

Ur:  Wilbe9f»f^;  pursiiatit  to  neiioe,  called  the  attention 
of  tbielleiese  to'Camain  Maaby's  Invention  for  preserving 
Sesaen*s  Lives.  Captain  Manbjr  had  already  reoetved  a 
public  reward  for  it ;  and  animated  by  this,  he  bad  made 
•various  improvements  in  it.  The  whole  had  been  tried  and 
approved  bv  a  Committee  of  Oeaeral  Officers.  The  inven* 
tion  added  greatly  to  the  utility  oT  Mr.  6reathead*8  Life 
Boat.  Upon  the  whole,  he  tiiought  it  hiebly  desirable  that 
the  apparatus  should  be  established  on  different  parts  of  the 
coast.  I'he  arrangements  had  better  be  left  to  the  Ekeco* 
tive  Govemneot^  wbo>  be  bopedi  would  jRrant  rewards  to 
those  who  eaiertcx)  themselves  in  preserving  the  lives  of 
seamen.  He  himself  had  in  vain  attempted  to  procure  a 
leward  for  some  persons  who  had,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives 
preserved  several  trom  wreek,  and  these  very  men  afterwaida 
refused  to  goout  in  a  case  of  distress,  because  they  said  they 
bad  families  of  tbuit  owa»  and  could  not  expose  their  nvea 
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to  imiainciit  buxafd  widioiit  .tbe'oi6hvictbn  4m(^  ilhciie-of 
thewDrstyili^  fiuiiUi«Bjfateld>b^/pf«railpl  fcirj.':  The^ezt^) 
pence  of  this  would  be  trifling,  and  the  benefit  would  be i 
flreac.    He  concluded  by  moTinjsf  an  Addraai  %o  thtf  PrMbe  » ^ 

Regent,  prayipc;  that  he  wobid  be  grwckmdt  fileated  to: 
at&T  thai  Gapcaiii  Maob/s  iavtealSoKl  shouldrbe.atfeitkmed 
OD  djffreent  parts  of  the  coast,  SCCi-and  aasuriiig  bim  that' 
tbkUiiiisaii|^o)ffiindce^<iodtlicSe^^  <! :!     :   ^^^rnir 

-  Mr.  Biutipd'MfpnpA^'  tbe.  krreDtioo  wd  die  obfi^ctn 
ditbe  mbtioD;  bqi  be  thoi^ght  UlftHoilscibadiiatdy  neceiTwb 
a&iD^itfhieh  oagbt  to  ifMifriil  9aiitHmsi<b«v  id 'pMgedl! 
iiself  to -niike  goM  a  attoef/flwiie]^.  •  '.'itfio-'  •  ^v   .^'  : 

.  Sir  Thakmi  IW^oit  Abaervtd^  .tba^  no^rdiaubt.  thg)sam? 
would  be  kbued,  becpuse*MicustcriWbdd'){iie4beir«€<>iisent,.' 
Their  reeoannendiftioniwtaid  be  aU^nmcierit,  lllough  an! 
orderi^f  tbisiHbuafcbad  beenlxiiMMratlii^^  ^  •;  :•;/ 
Mr,  Rose^  atltted,  tbkt  wi(bmit  thia/inveiiAton^  tbe  IlifeTt 
Boat  coald  not! get  oot . in;  stmlg  wmda.  Wowing ^.-iheR 
shore  and  a  «blait  turf.  •  M'  wiis  .therefore  a  -  verj  lisefiA' 
discovery*  ••     •'  ,  »         ••    "\     .'  K  -.;    .*. 

Tbe  motion  wxisi  then  ptttiandicanrifd.       ..  .{ 

Mr.  Rae^pfmei  for  leaire  lobmg'iit'a  BiflforHegis^l 
tering  Bap^AS^and.  Batiala.  'Gieat  iaooaipabianea  nadi 
arisen  fiom  the  Want  of  sttch-  docooieats'  both -Atnoag*  tbei 
rich  and  poor*  Porta  net  and  hronoiira  were  lost  .ta^  many  for ' 
want  of  proof,  that  could;  alcsne  be^  fofnlsbed  in.this^way^* 
and  he  himself  kn<tw  an  mstande  wber^  a  seaman'a  widow 
lost  200i.  by  not  being  able  toiMrove  her  mairiage,  althooghf 
be  had  no  doubt  she  luid 'been  actually vmarHffdi-4«*bv 


'    '*'  :'iMi»^  ?'••♦ 


Mr.  Pereewil  moirad,  me  Order  of  the  Ddv:  for  tbe^ 
further  ccHSunderatioii  of  the  RepoKl  of  tbe  Distillery  Duty. 


^\ 


answer  to«  doeBtiovi  from  Mr.  J&yll,  who  bi}tblirlibpr< 
the  object  or  (her  Bill,  be  stated, '  mat  it  was  intdnded^hatr 
the  originals  should  be  retorwed  every  year  to  an  office^  iirf  '^^ 
the  provinoe  of  Canterbury^  and  another ^  \x^  that  of  Yorfc^ 
so  that  there  would  be  only  two  offieea  in  all  England, 
which  would  be  open  to  all;  Duplicates,  would  be  pre^ 
served.  Tbe  object  was  to  bhvi  the  Bill  ^rintdd^  that  tl 
might  be  considered  during  the  receas.    ^  >    -  »>  ^i..     \ 

'  Leate  g^ten,  .    ' .  »»-^  . » 
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DiMrtaiie  tiipioiiqn  Wl,  and  ctateA  thai  Jk#  Ivd  « 
olma  nt  iwii  M  ttvptvpf  «•  t#  o^ain^  loaie  oWectioaa  to 
tto  Bill.  ' 

TV  M»eiii«M|$  ^ufMed  to  io  iba  Cooimittee  wcie  thm 
tmimwtomi^tmmmtmwgrtad  to. 

Jf r.  Ftrmtd wM  heMd  tome'^kuife^t  lo  pfopoio  vhioli 
br  f  r«fottieA  to  tUnk  wooU  neet  the  whole  of  die  obfee* 
tiont  to  the  Bill.  He  had  ao  doobt  that  the  mat  daager 
of  frafidi  hehif  ooiaiaitMd  ih  naaefgoaapf  of' the  taterr 
coortr,  mnit  aiiie  in  iiaUiidt  whaie  a  daty  behif  ioipoted 
oa  |0I>  gaUoaa  of  tfinu^'  arhhopt  rejpid  to  its  ttfvagth^ 
these  100 nllons  mightbe caarvtusd  mto  1 JD gattonsy  aod 
the  lOOgiSlom'haiaifexpohadtaEoglaad^  thtflOgattons 
WfMild  hsoooie  a  cw  boaos  to  the  ejrporter.  W^mo  the 
Bnelisb  dtetilteis,  however^  Said  that  they  wooU  go  on 
without  any  regolatieo  radMrthan  have  the  BHI  oowtMbra 
|be  Hooifc  I  that,  he  was  aware  j  could  oolf  be  legarded  as 
asi  exprrtsioa  of  anger,  whieh  was  not  to  ha  attended  Uk^ 
This  was  «  diaiioisbed  evilfaitd  itaoost  he  hatler  to  have  it 
than  an  ag^avated  weight.  He  roust  sty,  in  praise  of  the 
Briiisb  diitillers,  that  greatevoaadoor,  gnBaleriibefality,or 
a  greater  dftire  to  sflFoitl  information,  he  had  never  found  i^ 
aay  body  of  men  than  in  them.  They,  sirt^ely^  however, 
had  agnsatliiaferasiin  aasfending,  as  leagaa^poiaihle,  the 
i|iwrpoassB  hrt ween  the  two  oattotrits, :  ai£l  im  4rtviag  Fsr^* 
Itawent  far'soiaa  tiww  kwige^  to.oontimia  the  prohibittoa. 
TiV  the  inlicilobtionof'theiaclansss^  which  he  had  now  to 

Kdaoe^he  af(reed>therBill  was  open  ta  at^jtctiaii,  as  it  aU 
ed  the^distiUer  of  keland.to  export  spiriti  wiihont  pay^ 
ineatofanyefcisedniy^orsybjetl  toanydrawbach  except 
what  liiiffht  •  be  aapposed  to.' be  prodnced  by  the  doty  ou 
ihalt  4^|iijL  tpOi  It  w^  la  b4  obiervedf  was  only  an  espari* 
meliti  and  it  it  shoiiU  noa  h^  found  to  answer,  it  would  not 
be  ceivied  farther,  the  onduftuaoe  of  the  pseseot  Bill  being 
onVp  fpD  looh  a  period  after  the  OMMneooeaiMt  of  the  next 
isiiton  of  Farliaaieni,  as  would  allow  dtaie  for  raeoosidev? 
ing  tbeaaassare.  ^ Ta  pfoilentjaavmierfoire^te  between  the 
KngUshf  finoidi,  and  Irish  diktilieia«  which  niight  lead  to 
IhiMs  or  to  unjust  aflvaiitages  op  ekber  side,  hie  shoaklpro- 

Cie  tfiat  no  f^iriti  be  exported  from  either  of  the  coantrics 
t  through  warehouses  to  be  established  in  eacb*  This 
was  no.  new  machipeiy  which  (le  wished  to  create.  He 
fhand  it  hi  existence,  and  wished  to  apply  k  lo  the  parti« 
qihur  ^ase  ^n^tf  p<n(sidaraUoiK    He  agreed  that  it  waa 


wrahg  ib4i  tliie  trade  in  ledand  skmild  go  on  for  home  eon- 
H^iftplispi^aadTorwarehoQStDg  fiir  exportatioQ  attbesftine 
time.  Tfa»j.'  he  was  aware,  .cotild  tun  long  be  suffered. 
Tlie  pefpiU.ba  should  propose  «boiiU  specify  not  only  the 
4ttantity9  but.. the  stteogeh  of  the-apirk,  and  if  any  fraud 
flUould  be  ctora^itted  tn  .mixing  any auch  spirUs,  that  then  it 
dafmld  be  forfiriled.  He  then  qiored  three  several  ciaoaes,- 
ikdaring  first,  Uial  no  spirits  shooU  be  wwreboused  in  Ire^ 
}amd  for  expdctitlon,  untess  whatfe  the  stren^  was  sped- 
fiedi;  aec#nd^'1haa  so  spiiitsishonld  be  deKfesed  farezpor'* 
fiition,  unletS'wbesl^  the  sCieMh  was  spactfiedr'and  thindij, 
that  djntiUers  of  spirits :. in  : ISncland  for  exportatioii  to 
ketondi  do  diatil.  thek  spiiksitaderthesaitiiercmlationa 
U  «•  provided  by  th4  Act»  f  Om  Uib  i«d.45lh  of  ib« 

. . Tbc'two- fitst elanses waaa hrolq^ up andagretd to.   On 
the  third  claiisi.  beisisp put,       .:' 

Mti'  W.  Stniih.cMd  not  coaeelv^on  what  prindples 'the 
House  ^e<^  to  ntgree  to  such  a  clause  as  the>present«  He 
eboki  flim-  uttribttte  (t  to  any  wish  on  thopart -of  the 
right  honourable  gattlenan  toi  encourage  tinjttstioe>  but 
inust  lay  it  to  the  account  meiTly  of  inadvettency;  /  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  he  had  no  doubt  had  idopted 
It  as  a  shadaw(of  reciprocity  of  riffbts  between  tbia  qountry 
and  Ireland^  founded  on  the  Act  of  the  45th  *of  the  King, 
chap.  10(X'  \HiB  wished  the  House  only,  to  attend  to  this 
one  faet.  The  Bill  in  question  was  to  expimhreejnomhs 
after  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  Pariiamerit^  and  by 
the  wav  in  whicm  the  clause  in  question  was  framed;,  the 
English  distiller  could  not  avail  himself  of  the  privilege 
allowed  him  till  October  in  the  next  year  after  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  and  by  which  tioie,  of  course^  the  Act  must 
have  expired^  By  wbatjiame  must  he  call  thib?  Was  it 
a  nuUiiy?  Was  it  an  insult?  Or  was  it  merely  an  ioad*- 
Tsrtency  on*  the  part  of  the  right  honourable  genUeman  ?  If 
he  did  not  agree  that  it  was  an  inadvertency,  then  could  it 
be  nothing  bti:  an  insult.  The  clear  import  of  the  dause 
was  this ;  either  that  the  party  intending  to  av^il  himself  of 
the  benefit  of  the  clause  must  erect  new  warehouses  for  the 
leception  of  the  spreits  to  be  exported,  or  that  h^  could  hot 
eommeiKfe  wvirebousiog  in  bis  present  premises-  for  twelve 
moQlhs.  A  clause  bad  been  {>roposed  to  the  right  honour* 
abla  cendemaM  which  would  have  removed  great  part*  of 
ftl^e^wjectiooi  luimely,  to  prevent  the  distilleis  of  Iielaud 
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from  working  for  the  hone  'trade  of  Irela&dit  imile  thejr 
worked  for  the.  foreign  markcil,  whieh-  it  wait.tiispoiitble- 
they  could  do  fairlj  at  die  tame  tine.  In  this  way  it  wooid* 
haye  been  incmnbent  onthe  Irish  I)iaiiUer,  if  he  mrne  on  a 
Tuesday  working  for  home'consuoiptton,  thon  to  stop,  and 
to  give  notice,  mat  on  the  aeeottd  day.  after  heahoold  have 
commenoed  workiuff  foe  exportation.'  This  was  at  present 
the  law  in  Scotland^  and  why  not  so  in  Icelandi  where 
frauds  were  more  likely  to  hecommittedf  That  the  greatest 
frauds  were  at  present  cboMskted  iq  the  distHleriea  of  Ira» 
land,  appeared  from  the  stateoient  of  the  irirfi  Ghaooelbr  of 
the  Exchequer  himiett  The  right  honoufabbe  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fereetral)  had  beenfteaeta  to  talk  highly  of  the  cai^ 
dour  and  liberality  of  sbedilMlish  dtstiller&i  They  would 
rather,  he  could  assure  his  right  honourable  friend*  hare  a 
Kttie  padding  than  so  aiboh^prahr»  The  cbnise  proposed 
was  an  absolute  nullityi  as  far  as  concerned  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Ptfncrru' said,  ifthenManine  of  the  dause  was  as 
it  bad.  appeared  to  his  faotHwridde  rrieod  (Mr.  WvSmith)^' 
tlie  clause  wais  defectively  worded.  He  surely  meant  that 
the  s^mcf  pwmises  used  by  a  dikilter  at  the  time  of  passing 
the  Act,'  might  be  used  for  tlie  purposes  of  this  clause.  He 
faelievM  the  mensure  would  be  rouiKi  more  advantageous 
£>r  ail  parties  than  when,  there  was  no  interooofse.  Conld.it 
be  expected,  then,  that.  Ireland  would  give  op;  her  home 
market  for  the  chance  of  exporting  ?  And  if  the  Houso 
Imd  no  ainolate  right  to  prevent  this,  would  not  (he  intro* 
duction  of  such  a  clause  ne  an  indirect  mode  of  preventing 
that  which  openly  and  direclty  they  had  no  right  to  pre« 
vent? 

ilfr.  P.  Moore  alluded  to  the  boons  which  had  lately 
been  conferred  on  Scotland,  in  grants  for  her  roads, 
bridges,  and  canals;  and  to  the  grants  to  our  colonies  on 
the  coast  of  Alrica,  &c. ;  and  argued,  that  as  the  distillery 
was  the  only  branch  iji  which  it  was  alleged  that  Ireland 
had  at  all  been  iavooied  at  the  Union,  it  would  be  unjust 
and  ongeneroos  totally  to  deprive  her  of  that»  the  only^ 
boon  she  had  received. 

ATr.  Marryatt  contended  that  the  Union  was  founded  on 
I^rinciples  of  reciprcK:iiy,  and  that  whatever  was  unnrovided 
for  in  this  respect,  ought  to  he  done  away  with.  What  was 
this  measure,  but  that  the  Irish  distillers  should  pay  no 
duties  and  no  drawbacks  ?  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  said»  that  hu  ^rould  not  recommend  this  as  a  per* 


manem  beasore.  Hewailld  ask,  bonpever,  why  it'oogiirt 
JBOttq  be  kept  as  perfeci  as  if  it  were  ai  peraiauent  measure? 
•Two  years  aeo  the  right  honourable  the  Chaocellbr  of  the 
Exchequer  for  Ireland  had  trusted  to  a  gve^t  inbrease  ia 
the  reveoue  from  the  coosumption  of  spirits ;  bqt  in  this  he 
bad  failed «  Then  the  duty  was  agaio 'lowered^  that  the 
consumption  might  be  increased.  Whdtithe  couatry  had 
gained,  however^  in.  revenne».she  had  lost  in  morals^.aa 
the  hospitals  of  Dublin  could  teiJ.  Morals  and  industry 
were  the  stren/rih  and  riches  of  the  country  ;  and,  as  going 
to  undermine  both,  the  presont  seemed  to  him  one  <m  .the 
worst  measures  that  could  be  adopted*  Rather tbaa  asrec 
to  such  a  Bill»  he  wo,tild  have  the  kntercooiseliuspeodea  till 
next  session. 

The  Clause  wns  then  put  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
fiUnd  part  of  the  Bill. 

On  the  question  that  the  Bill  be  engroa^— ^ 
Mr.  W.  Smith  again  protested  against  tbe  principle  of  the 
Bill^  and  also  against  its  details.  .He  did  not  wish  to  reqaire 
that  tbe  Irish  distiller  should  have  two  ulaces^for  earrvinff 
po  his  business,  but  only: that  he  should  give  two  day» 
notice  before  proceeding  tp  convert  his  operations  from  did- 
tillinefor  home  consumption  ta distillation  for, exportation, 
and  that  in  the  mean  time. his  work  should  be  suspended. 
What  he  complained  of  was,  that  every  thing  in  taose  re« 
gulatipna  was  given  to  Irelarid.  Gentlemen  said  ihat  su8« 
pending  the  intercourse  was  infringing  the  Union.  Would 
ihey  say/  bowever,  that  the  imposing  of  drawbacks  did 
pot  infringe  tlie  Union  ?  If  this  was  not  so,  then  waa  his 
CM-gument  gone.  If  it  was»  then  .was  there  a  .ttillacy  in 
laying  that  be  was  guilty  of  a  breach  pf.  the  Union  who  re- 
commended th{tt  out  pf  which  a  solid  and  substanttal  benefit 
arose,  and  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  such  breach  who  was 
ibr  giving.an  unfair  and  undue  advantage.  The^  right  boo. 
gentleman  aaid  that  the  distillers  in  Scotland  would  be  able 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  wareboui^rng  which 
bd  proposed*  There  were  only  two  persons  in  Scotland,.  ' 
however,,  who  would  be  able  to  do  so;  and  for  that  reci* 
procity  all  Ireland  was  to  be  enabled  to  send  sprits  into 
'England.  He  had  heard  of  Irish  reciprocity  ;  ii  this  was  . 
not  it,  he  could  not  conceive  in  what  it  consisted.  The 
English  distillers  had  gone  on^tnistint;;  to  the  assurances  of 
tbe  right'boneurable  gehtleman^that  things  sjhould  cqntjnu!; 
as.foimerIy,.and  ou.e  of  those  uti^derstuod  .agreements  ^ijras^  . 
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iIm  the  aoMottroome  wnb  Ivehod  thoold  OMttoue  for 
time  nontbt  after  the  conctasioo  of  the  sesiioti  of  Pirli»- 
vent    The  question  yn^,  if  perties  who  comptained  were 
not  the  bait  jodm  of  the  gritTHoces  they  mffered  t    They 
Mid  to  the ngbt  booooraUe  gevtlemaai  '^  H  we  oMmol  have 
thinst  ai  we  with  them  ihen  to  be,  let  them  ataad  as  they 
mne.      The  riabt  honauraUe  senilenian  said,  ^*  No ;  yea 
must  have  wbaiwe  are  wilhng  to  giTeyoa.''    Tbis  wae 
vol  what  the  English  distillers  bad  a  right  to  expect  frooa 
^  htm.    The  rights  of  the  eoontrr  wae  thus;  sacrificed ;  anti 
if  the  com  distillery  of  finglaod  was  to  be  stripped  for  the 
coBTettience  of  Ireland,  mn  had  the  landed  ioteresi  of 
Bofliaod  9ioie  reason  to  eomplaiD  dian  they  would  hav^ 
bad  in  the  case  of  the  distillation  from  sugar.    In  the  one 
only  a  fair  advantage  was  given  to  the  importers  of  segar  ; 
in  the  other,  an  unfair  advautage  was  given  to  the  eora 
grower  of  Ireland.    All  that  the  English  distillete  asled  • 
iras,  that  in  the  article  of  notice  pnevious  to  jmceedins  to 
the  disiilling  for  exportation,  the  three  countries  slionld  b4 
put  on  a  footing.    The  right  honourable jgentleman,  on  the 
other  hand,  did  not  make  this  reciproeaC  but  imposes  on 
Iretand  only  as  much  of  the  btirden  as  he  thinks  proper. 
What  the  Engrish  distillers  here  demanded  was  only  sos^ 
pension  of  intercourse,  or  justice;  no  more.    They  did  not 
absolutely  demand  a  suspension  of  intercourse;  but  only,  if 
yon  do  away  the  suspension  of  intercourse,  that,  then,  you 
willctve  them  justice. 

Mr.  Hntehitmm  argued  at  considerable  lengtb  in  support 
of  the  Bill.  The  countervailing  daties  imposed  by  the  Act 
of  Union,  were  equal  to  the  intem<il!  duties  on  ihie  impocis 
of  spirits  from  Great  Britain  into  Ireland,  and  frooi  IieiatiA 
into  Great  Britain — imposing,  however,  a  drawback  on  the 
export  equal  ta  the  countenrailing  du^.  Atahe  Unioa^ 
the  countervailing  duty  in  Ireland  was  nxed  at  Ss*  Id.  pet 
quarter-^the  drawback  was,  of  course,  the  same.  By  tbw 
48th  of  the  King,  the  duty  wfis  raised  to  df.  8^  and  the 
countervailing  duty  was  declared  to  be  abo  5t.  8rf.  The 
60ih  of  the  King  repealed  the  48ih,  and  lowered  the  dunr  to 
Sr.  4</.  witlK)ut  imposing  any  countervailing diity.  The 
inrcrcour^  being  now  open,  the  drawback  is  Si.  7d.  and  of 
course«e?fcessive,  the  duty  being  only  d<.  4tf.  A  counter^ 
Vailing''  duty  of  3».  id.  was  then  introduced.*^ttt  this  dnw* 
back,  thus  reduced  to  St.  Ad.  the  British  distiHer  contended 
to  be  stilt  c\*cessive,  and  demanded  a  suspensiou  of  the 
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•pirit  trade  betveen  thetwocQuntriea,  which  would  deprive 
Uie  Irish  disliller  of  his  vndoubtefl  right  of  coming  imo  the 
Britiflh  market,  opon  his  paying ^he countervailing  duty  as 
existiDg  in  Gi-eat  Britain ;  and  this  too,  while  the  British  af- 
fects to  eoinplain  of  his  being  shut  out  of  a  inarket,  not  ont/ 
open  to  him  on  fair  tennSyiHit  which  he  has  nerer  been  dis« 
posed  to  Tesoft  to.  The  Irish  distiller  hid,  indeed,  a  strong 
0roand  of  complaint  against  the  Scotch  distiller^  who  «reQt 
into  the  Irish  marketj  receiving  as  a  drawback  the.firitisb 
aad  not  the  Scotch' duty,  two  shillings  more  thall  be  paid, 
wfatie  the  Irish  spirits  came  into  tlie  Scotch  market  paying 
the  British  instead  of  the  Scotch  duty.  When  in  1804  the 
British  iHsliller  comptainod  of  x^ertain  internal  advantages 
itnder  which  the  Irish  distiller  came  ittH>  the  British  msir- 
Ifiet,  the  Irish,  distiller  was  quickly  dispossessed  of  what  it 
was  scarce  worth  the  troable  to  deprive  him^  by  the  Ware**, 
housing  Bill.  This  alarm  attenspied  to  be  eKOited  against 
the  Irish  distiller  was  qaite  in  conformity  with  the  old  spirit 
ofoioiiopd^y  which  had  so  strongly  characterised  Great  Bri- 
tain in  her  commercial  dealings  with  all  the  worlds  to  which' 
Ireiaadbnd  been  fbr^  centuries  exposed,  and  under  which 
she  had  stiffered  tlie  most  ovuel  persecotion.  The  smallest! 
ext^MJioii^df  trade  wasataji  periods  with  th^  iitriKMit  diffi- 
cahy,  and  after  the  severest  struggles,  obtained  for  Ireland^ 
Her  internal  manufactufes  were  studiously  discouraged ;  a 
dh'ect  trade  to  any  of  the  colonies  or  the  rest  of  the  world 
kktenlicted  under  the  faeaTiest  penalties.  It  is  about  iI3 
y^i^^siooe  King  William  declared  to  the  English  House. 
oCComiAons,  ^'  I  shall  do  all  that  lies  in  me  to  discourage 
ibe  woollen  manafactures  of  Ireland •'*  Nay^  so  late  as- 
1778.  the  table  of  the  House  of  Common^  vvas  covered  with 
pietttions  against  a  miserable  indulgence  to  Ireland  of  a  diy 
leci  itade  in  glass  and-hard-ware  with  the  coast  of  Africa ; 
and  at  this  period,  the  cities  of  Glasgoiy,  Liverpool,  and 
Manchester,  carried  their  magnanimity  al)d  patriotism  to 
such  a  length,  as  even  to  threaten  rebellion  should  these  in* 
dulgences  be  allowed  to  Ireland.  Even  now  Ore^t  Britain 
will  thankfuUy  feeetx^e  in.  her  necessity  the  raw  material, 
the  coro  from  Ireland-«*«whiie  she  would  iliiberally  attempt 
to  exclude  spirit^  the  manufacture  from  that  raw  material ! 
A  free  trade  upon  no  duties,  or  equal  duties,  was  the  prin* 
e]fie  of  the  Union.  This  principie  has  been  effected  aith 
a  vengeance  as  against  Ireland;  but  when  she  required  the 
Vol.  lit— 1811*.  SZ          V 
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nme  principle  to  be  acted  upon  at  against  Scotland,  her 
trade  was  interdicted,  and  the  Uoioii  violated.  Admitting, 
however,  that  the  Irish  distiller  did  reap  some  advaAtagea 
from  ihe  spirit  trade  of  Ireland  with  this  country,  was  he 
therefore  to  be  deprived  of  the  trade  itself?  if  so,  woold 
they  restore  to  his  country  all  that  she  bad  lost  by  the  de* 
grading  and  abominable  measure  of  Union  ?  ( Here  the  Ao- 
ncurabie  ttcntlemnn  wa%  interrupted  by  crie$  qf-^Order  I 
order  .'—Chair !  chair  I) 

The  Speaker.^-TUe  honourable  Member  will  do  well  to 
recollect,  that  such  is  n  )t  the  language  which  it  becomes 
this  House  to  hear,  or  him  to  use,  in  speaking  of  a  grave 
and  M>lemn  Act  of  Parliament.    (Hear!  hear!  hear^ 

Mr^  Uutchimon.-^xx^  1  trust  i  am  incapable  of  using 
language  unaorthy  this  place  or  myself.  In  saying  what 
I  have  said,  I  have  obeyed  the  dictate  of  feelings,  of  which 
I  am  not  ashamed ;  and  while  I  know  them  lo  be  just,  t 
know  not  why  1  am  to  suffer  the  expression  of  them  to  be 
dictated  to  me.  (Here  the  cries  of-^Order  I  order ! — Chair  I* 
chair  I  chair  \  became  louder  and  more  general.) 

The  .SpmJtfr.— The  honourable  Member  will  be  pleased 
to  see  the  necessity  of  conforming  to  the  usages  of  this 
House,  in  the  expression  of  hb  opinions.  (Chairl  chairl) 

Mr.  HutchinMon. — To  conform  to  the  usages  of  this 
Housa  I  am  in  every  way  disposed — (HearX  hearl)  but  my 
first  right  as  a  Member  of  it.is^  what  I  shall  never  willingly 
resign,  (drder  \  order !)  If  privilege  of  speech  be  not  the 
ri^ht  of  every  Member  of  this  House,  I  know  not  what  is— » 
I  have  always  thought  it  to  be'the  right  of  every  Member 
of  this  House,  what  he  feels  honestly,  to  declare  boldly-^ 
my  feelings  with  respect  to  that  measure  of  Union,  have 
bf  en  strong  and  uniform^  When  it  was  first  proposed,  I 
foresaw  in  it  danger  to  this  country-— in  the  danger,  the  de- 
gradation and  the  ruin  of  my  own*— and,  as  a  common  friend 
to  both,  I  resisted  it  by  every  means  within  mv  po\irer*--and 
am  I  now  fo  be  denied  the  melancholy  privilege  of  deplo- 
ring the  humiliating  state  to  which  that  measure  has  rediiced 
my  couutr^,  by  making  her  a  party  in  effecting  her  natio- 
nal extinction?— -Am  1  lo  be  denied  the  right  of  complaining 
that  she  has  be  ii  tricked  out  of  her  independence  by  pro- 
mises which  have  been  all  violated,  and  hopes  which  have 
been  all  blasted  ?  If,  however,  after  all  ttiis  it  be  the  secret 
determination  to  rob  her  gradually  of  the  very  few  advan* 
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tages,  and  those  too  of  partial  operation,  to  which  under 
even  such  an  Act  she  may  be  entitied,  why  then  let  hot 
gentlemen  avow  tbis>  aud  let  the  Ujoiod  be  dissolved* 
{Hear !  hear !)      ' 

After  a  feiv  words  in  explanation  from  Mr«  J .  Taylor,  and 
>Ir«  W.  Smith,  the  House  divided:— 

Ayes 66 

Noes ,       19      ' 

Mttjority        •        .        47 

Mr.  Ro%e  re&d  from  papers  in  his  hand,  a  return  of  the 
French  Prisoners  now  in  England »  amounting  to  45,^39, - 
»of  which  there  were  now  on  the  sick  list  but  361.  Thj^, 
be  said,  was  a  proof  of  the  healthy  state  of  the  French  Pri* 
soners  in  this  country^  that  he  was  convinced,  could  not  be 
paralleled  by  any  comp^ativct  statement  iu  any  other 
country  in  the  world,    (liear  \  hear !) 

MR.    MAMSELL^  PHILLIPS. 

« 

• 

Jifr.  LockJ^art  stated,  that  Mr.  Phillips  had  called  on 
him  this  morning ;  that  he  had  procured  a  copy  of  the  in- 
dictment,  and  engaged  to  plead  to  it.  Under  these  circum« 
stances  he  proposed  to  move  that  the  former  Order  be  dis- 
char&;ed.    The  Order  was  accordingly  discharged. 

Aojourned. 


HOUSE  OF  CX)MMONS. 

SATURIIAT,  JUKB  15. 
LORD    WBLL1NOTON. 

The  Speaker  tbeh  informed  the  House^  that  he  had  re- 
ceivec!  a  letter  from  Lord  Wellington^  dated  May  5,  in  an- 
swer to  that  which  he  had  transmitted  to  him,  conveying 
the  Thanks  of  that  Hou^e.  -  He  then  read  the  letter,  the 
purport  of  which  was — '*  That  his  Lordship  attributed, 
under  Divine  Providence,  the  success  of  our  arms  in  the 
victory  lately  obtained  by  the  army  under  his  command  to 
the  great  skill,  gallantry,  and  talents  of  the  offtcerb,  and  the 
steady  unconquerable  valour  and  high  state  of  discipline  of 
the  soldiers  couiposmg  that  army^  and  be  had  no  doubt  that 
when  they  heard  those  Thanks  read-*that  highest  honour 
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they  €oiiM  receive  from  tbeir  coootry,  would  be  a  fresh  sih 
diulut  to  itHiae  them  to4iew  feats  of  beroitm.    That  forliitf 


own  part,  tbe  Thanks  of  this  House  of  Coidiiiobs  will  ever 
remain  indelibly  impressed  on  his  mind :  that  it  wvil  be  hia 
anxioas  study  and  pride  daring  life  to  merit  a  continnance 
of  his  Majesty's  |;ood  opinion*  and  the  high  trust  and  coo* 
&dehce  reposed  in  him ;  and  that^  next  to  tbose»  nothing 
could  be  so  gratefol  to  him  as  the  thanks  be  bad  just  re- 
ceived. He  then  returns  the  Speaker  his  warmest  acknow- 
ledgme  it  for  the  very  kind  and  flattering  manner  in  which 
he  had  again  conveyed  to  him  this  high  honour  conferred 
on  him  by  tbe  House.** 

Tbe  Baiik  Token  Bill,  the  Retired  Officers*  Bill,  and  tbe 
Tower  BuriaUGround  Bill>  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  patsed* 

Adjoorntd. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

HONDAT,  JUNK   17# 
INSOLVBITT  DBBTORS   BILL* 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

The  Lord  CkmmccUor  stated  the  circamstancea  vadev 
which  the  measure  had  come  before  them,  and  tbe  impiro- 
priety  of  extending  tbe  am.ount  of  debt  up  to  which  debtora 
might  be  relieved.  His  Lordship,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
jecting the  claosey  Biovod  that  the  words  8fiO(H.  sund  part 
of  the  Bill.  • 

This  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate^  in  which 

Lord  flollattdt  with  much  force,  argued  for  the-retentionF 
of  the  clause,  on  the  grounds  of  tbe  difference  in  the  value 
of  money,  and  the  peculiar  circunMtances  of  the  times,  as 
well  as  on  the  general  principles  of  such  laws*  He  had 
heard  of  some  disease  which  had  been  styled  the  cpprvbrium 
medicorum.  He  thought  the  |>raotice  of  our  laws  in  re- 
spect to  debtor  and  creditor,  with  the  constant  interference 
of  these  insolvency  reliefs,  was  our  tipprobrium  jurheonstit* 
iornm. 

ij»rd  FAlenbwmgh  re-stated  several  of  his  argumenta 
against  the  Bill,  and  hoped  the  good  sense  Qfrbe  House 
would  reject  the  proposed  increase.  The  general  BilU 
whid)  had  been  before  their  Lordabips>  be  considered  H^ 
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be  qoite  impraeticaMe.  and  its  provisions  entirely  inade- 
qoaie.  Had  it  passed,  it  must  have  been^  as  soon  as  possH 
ble,  replied* 

T/k  Ettrl  ofMoira  defended  the  principles  be  had  main« 
tained  on  this  sabject  for  twenty  years,  as  being  founded  in 
justice,  and  as  tending  equally  to  the  benefit  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  and  to  the  general  interests  of  the  comtnunity. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Chancellor's  question  :-— 

Not  Content 32 

Content  .        .        •        •        •  ,      17 

•  *     * 

Majority         •         •         .         15 

The -motion  was   therefore  negatived;  and  the  words 
two  thqusand  pounds"  inserted^  instead  of  ^  three  thou* 
sand." 


« 


MILITIA    INTEBCHANGE.    i 

The  Earl  of  TAverpool  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  this 
Subject,  and  the  House  went  into  the  Committee  on  this 
BiU»  and  agreed  to  several  clauses.  On  that  clause  which 
proridesfor  the  privileges  enjoyed  under  the  respective  Acts' 
by  the  different  Militia  forces, 

Earl  Stanhopt  moved  the  insertion  of  the  words  he  had 
moved  to  insert  into  the  Mutiny  Bjli,  and  which  provided 
that  no  officer  should  have  the  power  of  compelling  any  ' 
toWier  not  of  the  Church  of  England  to  atteiid  its  service, 
and  gave  him  the  right  of  attending  those  places  of  wor-^ 
ship  to  which  he  was  attached,  according^ to  the  dictates  of 
l)is  own  conscience^  such  attendance  not  interfering  with 
his  civil  or  military  duties.  He  wished  not  xa  leave  thi9  y 
matter  Ho  the  discretion  of  this  or  that  Commander-in- 
Chief,  but  to  make  it  clear  and  undoubted  by  a  Parliament 
laiT  enactment. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thought  the  amendment  unneces^ 
sary;  as  eare  would  be  taken,  on  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  to  have  a  general  order  i<;saed  here,  similar  to  that 
in  Ireland.  He  believed  the  Catholics^  whom  he  admitted 
lo  be  as  respectable  and  loyal  as  other  descriptions  of  hi9 
Majesty's  subjects,  were  quite  satisfied  on  this  point,  and 
that  the  regiments  from  counties  chiefly  Catholic  were 
amon^  those  who  wojid  be  first  in  volunteering  their  ser- 
vices in  England. 

7%e  Earl  of  Mwa  contended  for  the  claose  proposedr 
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He  Ui^utitbt  uoihiog  could  be  more  simDle  and  just,  ihaD  to 
aei  the  wT\ole  matter  in  a  clear  and  legal  point  of  view,  ao<t 
lo  do  away  all  grounds  uf  luisunderstanding.  He  believed 
that  notliing  unfair  was  oieani.  and  if  bis  feeble  voice  oould 
reach  the  ears  of  bis  countrymen,  he  would  tell  them  that 
tbey  might  rely  on  fair  treatment:  but  it  was  still  better  to 
settle  all  reosons  of  doubt. 

T/u  Duki-  of  Norfolk  alluded  to^ie  Test  AcL  He  was 
not  enough  of  a  lawyer  to  answer  the  question;  but  he  un* 
der^to(>d,\hai  by  that  Act,  a  person  might  be  sued  civilly  by 
the  infurmer,  for  non-compliance  with  its  enactments  about 
talcing  the  sacrament  in  the  Estflblished  Church. 

The  Earl  of  Livtrpoot  observed,  thta  the  Test  Act  had 
not  been  m  force  for  many  years  in  Ireland.  Its  repeal  by 
the  Irish  Parliament  was»  as  far  as  that  cotmtry  was  con* 
ceriied,  an  act  of  the  United  Parliatnent.  (Hear!  hear!) 

Lord  Holland  argued  with  much  force  and  autmatioii 
in  support  of  the  clause.  The  question  ought  not  to  stand 
on  the  disposition  of  a  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  Comman* 
der>in-Ctiief|  whoever  they  might  be :  it  was  one  which  it 
became  Parliament  to  fix  beyond  misapprehension.  A 
proofthat  the  original  clause  was  not  sufficient,  was  showa 
in  the  necessity  of  promising  a  general  order  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief here. 

Tlt€  Earl  of  BuckiNg/ianuhircwhhed  to  have  the  doubts 
removed.  He  had  no  objection  to  ofler  to.the  amendment, 
excepchis  decided  conviction,  that  Government  would  act 
with  perfect  faii^ness.  He  also  thought,  that  some  difficult 
ties  might  arise  from  adopting  the  umeudineot  now,  aftec 
/cfusing  it  in  passing  the  Mutiny  Bill. 

/.V/rif  Stanhope,  in  reply,  strenuously  defended  the  princi« 
pie  of  his  amendment,  as  founded  on  the  sacred»  iaherent, 
and  inalienable  right  of  every  man  to  worship  his  Creator 
in  his  own  way,  when  it  did  not  infringe  on  the  civil  and 
military  duties  he  owed  the  Stale.  Why  should  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  reiuse  his  amendment,  which  went  to  do  that 
in  a  straight  forward  way  which  he  wanted  to  do  circuitous* 
ly— which  went  to  put  th»t  on  a  ground  of  right  which 
others  seemed  to  put  on  a  ground  of  favour  ?  He  appealed 
to  the  resolutions  passed  in  May,  in  Dublip,  to  prove  that 
the  Catholics  were  not  satibfied  on  this  subject.  Indeed, 
they  could  not  be  satisfied.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  h 
vast  deal  of  faith,  and  the  proof  of  his  excessive  faith  waa 
to  be  found  in  his  belief  in  iuipossibilities.    (Hcarl)    If 
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the  Catholics  \¥Cte  dissatisfied,  they  ivould  not  come.  Then 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State  nvonld  be  another  Mahomet. 
The  mountain  would  not  come  to  him,  and  Mahomet  must 
go  to  the  mountain.  (A  laugh.)  He  liad  pro|x>sed  his 
amendment,  in  order  to  state  his  clear  and  conscientious 
opinion,  and  wondered  how  any  man  of  principle  could  dis* 
pute  it.    But  he  should  not  then  divide  the  House. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  proposed  a  clause,  which  went  to 
limit  the  interchange  to  the  cases  of  invasion  or  rebellion. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  objected  ta  the  clause  as  hostile  to 
the  principle  of  the  6ill,  the  professed  object  of  which  was 
to  promote  the  intercourse,  not  only  on  extraordinary  but  on 
ordinary  occasions^  and  thus  more  closely  cement  all  the 
connexions  between  the  two  countries. 

Lord  Holland  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Bill  as  it  stood 
really  went  to  consolidate  the  efforts  of  the  empire;  and 
th.^refore,  though  it  considerably  trenched  upon  the  old 
principles  of  the  Militia  Acts,  yet  the  former  advantage  so 
much  outweighed  any  inconvenience  from  tite  latter,  ibat 
the  Bill  should  have  his  support. 

The  clause  was  negatived  ;  and  after  some  farther  discos- 
fiion,  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  fixed  for  Friday. 
-  Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE. 18. 

T7ie  Earl  of  Radnor  rose  to  bring  forward  a  motion  con- 
nected with  iheir  Lordships'  Privileges;  and  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale  having  ol)served,  that  this  was  almost  the  only 
case  upon  which  he  wished  the  House  to  be  cleared,  stningen 
were  for  a  short  time  excluded. 

CATHOLICS  OF   IRJBLAND* 

The  Earl  pf  Donoughmore  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
Catholics  of  Cork,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  tire  day  having  been  read,  for  taking  info 
consideration  the  Petitions  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  the 
Petitions  were  by  desire  of  the  Earl  of  Donougbmore  feud 
by  the  CI(Tk  at  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Donovghmore  said,  that  the  subject  on 
ivhich  he  was  about  to  address  himself  to  their  Lordshi[is 
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wn  not.  to  be  oontidered  as  the  coniraen<?enieDt  of  a  treat j- 
4)etwcen  two  independent  communities,  at  the  outset  of 
which  it  might  be  necessary,  as  it  had  been  the  usage,  to 
lajr  down  certain  principles,  respecting  which  both  parties 
were  agreed,  as  a  ground  ami  basLs  of  negotiation,  on  wjiich 
ihej  wefe  to  proceed  to  the  disscussion  of  their  respective 
interests.  It  was  a  firm  but  legitimate  appeal  for  the  iKdresa 
of  grievances  to  that  branch  of  theAuprame  power  of  the 
state,  on  the  part  of  a  large  portion  of  its  constituent  bodj* 
There  could  exist,  onde r  such  circumstances,  no  reUtions 
of  equality ;  and  therefore  no  previous  stipulations  could 
be  admitted  as  preliminaries  either  on  the  one  aide  or  on  the 
other.  It  was  eotvilly  competent  |o  the.  Supreme  Power  to 
^tve  or  to  withhold ;  so  did  it  dopend  escluAvely  oa  its 
discretion  in  what  manner,  and  accompanied  by  what  other 
neasures,  if  any  may  have  benn  ilcem^  necessary,  it  shall 
think  fit  to  restore  to  the  Petitioners  those  constitutional 
privileges,  of  which  they  complalrud  that  they  had  beeu 
deprived.  Itte  object  of  the  motion  with  i^Uicb  he  shouU 
conclude,  was  not  to  press  that  lIouRe  at  once  for  any  fresh 
r4>ncessiofis  to  those  whose  cause  he  had  undertaken  to  plead 
— and  therefore  he  should  exclude  from  the. consideration  of 
the  present  question,  because  tiiey  would  be  premature,  all 
those  learned  disquisitions  of  which  they  had  heard  so  much, 
respecting  the  FetOy  propnsrd  to  be  given  to  the  Crown  in 
the  appointment  of  tltcir  Bishops,  or  the  domestic  arrange^ 
merit  which  has  teen  suofgested  in  its  stead.  He  would  not 
turn  aside,  to  compare  Uh*  llenolutions  of  the  Catholic 
Prelates  in  1799,  (fruined  ns  an  answer  to  a  direct  proposal 
irom  &  friendly  Government,  and  in  the  ex  pressed,  con- 
iidence  of  approval  by  the  Sovereign  Pontiff))  with  tbe 
Hrsoltttions  and  Address  of  iht  samtt  persons  in  September 
1806  and  February  18 10^  when  the  violence  of  the  commom 
enemy  had  deprived  ihem  of  .every  means  of  oommunicatioa 
with  the  spiritual  Head  of  their  Church — whose  sanction 
they  had  declared  at  aii  times  to  be  an  indispensable  r(t}utsitc 
to  any  arrangement  on  their  jKirt,  and  when  they  could  have 
bad  no  possible  inducement,  to  suggest  facilities  to  a  de^ 
cidcdiy  hostile  administration.  He  did  not  fm^l  it  to  be  any 
pnrt  of  his  present  duty  t(»  examine,  for  tlie  purpose  o^ 
endeavouring  to  rcxonciio  tluMn,  those  misapprehensions, 
which  had  unhappily  prevailed  between  their  avowed  agent, 
of  whom  he  could  never  s|)i*ak  but  with  much  res|>ect,  anil 
some  of  their  n^ost  conspicuous  Parliaioeotury  friends.-^ 


JtJNBtS.]  CATUOLtCS  Ol^  IRELAND.  545 

Those  diflferences  of  opinion,  however  greatly  to  be  lamented, 
had  not  deprived  (tie  Catholic  cause  of  any  one  of  its  former 
supporters  in  either  Houses  of  Parliament — and,  whatever 
their  ultimate  amount  and  value  should  be  found  to  be, 
tkey  could  not,  on  any  just  principle  of  reasoning,  be 
erected  into  an  ittsurmoimtable  obstacle,  in  limine^  to  any 
consideratioh  of  the  Petitioners'  case.  Many  and  weighty 
objects  would,  of  course,  press  themselves  upon  their  Lortl- 
vhips^  attention,  when  they  should  liave  once  engaged  iu 
the  good  work  of  national  conciliation  to  which  they  were  then 
invited.  Whenever  that  moment,  so  devoutly  to  be  wished 
for,  sBould  arrive,  tne  advocates  for  Catholic  privilege,  the 
enemies  of  the  still  existing  system  of  proscription,  would 
be  prepared  to  enter-  into  all  the  necessary  details— -they 
Would  be  prepared  to  sh^,  that  they  sought  nothing  for  the 
petitioners  wnich  Was  not  consistent  with  the  perfect  security 
of  the  Protestant  state; — that  the  tests  by  which  the  peti- 
tioners were  already  bound,  afford  assurances  the  most  com- 
plete for  the  protection  of  all  our  establishments,  civil  and 
leliffio'tts ; — that  with  respect  to  those  alleged  dangers  which 
bad  been  so  much  relied  upon,  from  the  possibility  of 
foreign  appoiitraents  to  the  Prelacy  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
tl^  entertained  the  best  founded  confidence  in  the  declared 

^  and  cordial  disposition  of  that  community,  lay  as  well  as 
eocteiiastical,  effectually  to  remove  all  just  grounds  of  ap- 
piebension-^if  indeed   their    own  experience  of  the  past 

.  Miould  not  be  considered  as  in  itself  sufficient  security  for 
the  contiimanoe  of  the  same  course  of  chaste  *and  unin- 
floenoed  selection  for  the  time  to  come.  On  behalf  of  the 
petitioners,  be  only  claimedthejustice  of  being  permitted  to 
]>rove  the  merits  of  their  case ;  the  opportunity  of  rebut- 
ting those  false  and  cruel  aspersions,  by  which  their  holy 
leligion  and  they^  as  the  professors  of  it,  had  been  unceas- 
ingly assailed ;  the  opportunity  of  challenging  their  calum- 
Aiaton  to  come  forth  and  shew  in  what  manner  they  had 
•inoed  against  their  common  country,  by  what  transgres- 
iions  of  theirs  they  had  deserved  that  condition  of  restraint 
and  degradation,  under  which  they  still  continued  to  suffer. 
Consistently  with  the  unity  of  the  Catholic  Church  under 
one  and  the  same  Spiritual  Hiead — its  great  land-mark  and 
distingubhing  characteristic,  and  which  they  could  never 
cease  to^uphold  until  they  should  have  renounced  the  reli- 
gion of  their  forefiithers — there  was  no  Sacrifice  which  they 
were  not  prepared  to  make,  to  conciliate  the  esteem  and  the 
Vox..  111.— 1811.  4  A 
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aflK^ciiont  of  their  Protestant  fellow-tubjects.    The  som  aiid 
substance  of  bn  humble  bat  earnest  solicitation  (o  their 
Lordships,    on  behalf  of  his  petitioning  and  sig^eved 
countrymen,  vas  only  this;  that  they  would  not  prononoce 
afcainst  them  the  harcf  sentence  of  perpetual  exclusion,  from 
a  just  and  equal  participation  in  all  the  ri/(hts  and  privileges 
of  the  Constitution,  as  disaffected  members  of  the  state, 
without  the  decent  formality  of  some  previous  investi^^atioa 
— that  they  would  not  dismiss  them  from  their  bar«  discre- 
dited— and  condemned  unheard.    There  was  one  prominent 
feature  by  which  that  question  stood  distinguished  from 
any  other,  which  perhaps  had  ever  engaged  the.attention  of 
any  Lei^islative  Assembly — a  peculiar  anomaly,  which  has 
not  Imi  its  parallel  in  tne  situation  of  any  country  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  either  of  ancient  or  of  modem  times.    The 
lelii^ion  of  a  very  small  minority  of  the  people  is  the  religioa 
of  the  state,  as  established  by  law  ;  nine*tenths  of  tiie  popu- 
lation professing  religious  opinions  essentially  differing  from 
those  ot  the  estabibliment ;  to  the  support  and  splendour  of 
which  all  were,  however,  alike  bound  to  contribute  in  equal 
proportions.     What  was  the  case  with  respect  to  the  other 
members  of  the  United  Kingdom  ?     Directly  the  reverse. 
Prcbbytery.establibhed  in  Scotland — and,here,  the  Reformed 
Episcopal  Church.    In  both  cases  the  establishment  of  the 
State  religion,   controlled  and  governed  hv  the  religious 
opiniuiib  oi  the  majority  of  thc^people.     When  an  attempt 
was  mode  to  force  upon  Scotland  the  establishment  of  Epis- 
copacy,  what  a  determined  and  disgraceful  spirit  of  viqlenoe 
pn<l  outrage  marked  the  resistance  of  the  furious  nalots  of 
that  day  ! '  That  resistance,  however,  was  not  unsuccessful ; 
and  in  conformity  to  the  fcclin<i;s  of  the  maiority  of  the 
nation,    Episcopacy  was  accordingly  abolished,    afler  a 
severe    struggle,    and    Presbytery   established,    by    King 
WUliaiu  himself,  in  1689.     Very  different  indeed  were  tte 
ciil'cts  of  the  revolution  with  respect  to  his  unhappy  country 
—the  weak  and  wicked  policy  of  the  law ;  the  whole  weight 
of  the  Government,  applied  to  extinguish  the  religion  of 
the  people,  and  which  would  have  been  on  that  account^ 
ynder  any  other  political  dispensations  but  their  own,  the 
religion  of  the  state,  and  to  crush  its  professors  to  the  earth 
by  a  sybt^ni  of  tyranny  and  persecution,  unequalled  in  the 
history  of  civilized  communities ;  and  this  in  the  vjsry  teeth, 
of  a  sulimn  treaty  which  guaranteed  to  the  Catholics,  in 
iertp^  Ihc  mpst  explicit,  the  free  ei^ercisc  of  their  religion^ 
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Fortified  as  it  was  by  the  exclusive  possession  of  ecclesias- 
tical power,  dignities,  and  emoluments  for  more  than  a  - 
ccntuiy ;  was  it  possible  for  them  to  consider  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  penal  code  could  still  be  necessary  to  uphold 
the  strong  and  consolidated  fabric  of  the  National  Church  i 
And  could  they  forget,  that  by  the  remedial  statute  of  179^9 
its  perpetual  maintenance  was  made  an  inseparable  conoo* 
roitant  of  every  risrht  and  privilege  which  had  been  restored 
to  the  petitioners  by  that  Act,  and  that  to  the  support  of 
the  Protestant  establishments,  the  Catholic  was  himself 
bound  under  the  solemn  obligation  of  an  oath  ?  He  trusted 
that  the  period  bad  at  length  arrived  for  making  just  resti- 
tution to  his  oppressed  countrymen.  Assuredly  no  man  who 
did  not  wish  to  conjure  up  as  arguments  in  debate,  appre- 
hensions which  he  could  not  feel,  could  entertain  a  doubt 
that  those  establishments  were  already  placed  beyond  the 
leach  of  any  possible  danger,  unless  their  Lordships  should 
unhappily  succeed  in  4X>nvincing  the  Catholic,  by  the  force 
of  theit  own  fatal  arguments,  that  his  interests  are  in  direct 
hostility  to  those  of  the  National  Church,  the  subversion  of 
which  would  be,  in  such  a  view  of  the  subject,  the  only  road 
by  w  hich  he  cou  Id  hope  to  arrive  at  the  possession  of  pol  itical 
confidence  and  political  power,  the  avowed  and  legitimate 
object  of  his  most  strenuous  pursuit  In  what  he  had  said ,  he 
desired  that  he  might  not  be  misunderstood,  in  that  House  he 
was  not  afraid  of  being  misrepresented.  On  the  part  of  the 
Catholics,  he  did  not  urge  it  as  a  grievance  from  which  they 
were  weak  Of  wicked  enough  to  seek  to  be  relieved,  that  the 
Protestant  Church  was  the  established  religion  of  the  state. 
He  claimed  not  on  their  part,  and  as  their  advocate,  what 
they  had  themselves  solemnly  renounced  upon  oath,  a  share 
in  the  honours  or  advantages  of  the  Established  Church. 
He  did  not  mean  to  recommend  to  the  imitation  of  the  peti- 
tioners,  that  sjrstem  of  violence  in  the  pursuit  of  their  object, 
which,  however  successful  in  the  case  of  Scotland,  he  had 
unequivocally  condemned,  and  from  the  excesses  of  which 
humanity  itself  recoils  with  disgust.  In  making  that  state- 
ment, and  in  the  parallel  which  he  had  drawn,  his  intention 
had  been  only  this-^to  endeavour  to  awake  the  slumbering 
feelings  of  their  Lordships  to  a  more  kind  and  favourable 
consUeration  of  the  petitioners'  case,  from  a  just  recollection 
ofthe  peculiar  grievances  by  which  they  had  been  oppressed; 
and  of  those  circumstances  of  unexampled  severity  under 
which  it  bad  been  their  misfortune  to  have  suffered  so  long. 
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And  bore  he  m«si  be  permitted  to  ezprev  the  particiilBf 
tatift&ctioQ  with  which  he  had  leceiTed  the  printed  reports 
of  their  JLiordsbips'  late  prooeedinj^s  oa  the  petaltoD  of  the 
Ptotestanl  DitKnten;  having  beeo  Decfiiavily  detained,  ia' 
.  the  coDntrj  for  the  recovery  m  his  health,  he  was  rduciaatly 
prevented  from  being  personally  present*    Mo  man,  how- 
ever, mora  cofdially  approved  the  decision  of  the  Hoose  on 
that  very  iroporiant  discu»ion,  and  the  respectful  deference 
to  the  conscientious  scruples  of  other  men,  however  enen- 
tially  differing  from  Uie  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the 
Satabllshed  Cbiirch^  which  marked  the  whole  coime  of  that 
interesting  debate.    No  voice  was  raised  against  these  peti- 
tioners, as  avoived  and  formidable  opponents  to  the  prin- 
cipks  and  practice  of  our  ecclcsiastiou  establishaMnts— 410 
attempt  was  made  to  misrepreseDt  their  motives  or  theitf* 
selves;  wbtn  500  petitions  upon  the  mme  sabject  were 
heaped  nipon  their  Ix)rdships'    table  almost  at  the  same 
moment,  noble  Lords  abstained  from  Ihat  line  of  argnmenl 
which  he  had  known  resorted  to  on  other  similar  occasions^ 
when  the  numbers  of  the  Catholic  petitioners  had  been 
represented  by  their  Parliamentary  advocates  as  furnishing 
additional  ground,  at  least,  for  due  and  respectful  inquiry 
ipto  tlie  claims  of  so  iroportunt  a  class  of  their  fellow  sufaN 
jects.    He  might  tben  venture  to  remind  that  House,  with* 
out  the  fear  of  being  charged  with  an  attempt  at  intimidation^ 
ihat  hcBtood  before  their  Lordships  the  unequal  advocate  of 
four  millions  of  his  countrymen,  and  their  fellow  subjects-^ 
armed  in  support  of  the  same  establish menlB*-nin  derence  of 
the  same  gracious  King — the  joinf  inheritors  with  tiiemselvea 
of  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  British  Constitu* 
tion.    A  salutary  caution  had  suggested  itself  to  him  from 
this  part  of  the  argument.    He  addressed  it  to  thore,  if  any 
such  were  still  to  be  found  in  that  House,  whose  persevering 
hostility  to  the  petition  had  not  been  satisfied  bv  the  per* 
j>etoal  rejection  of  every  measure  of  kbidncssand  concilia* 
tion  which  had  been  offered  on  their  behalf;  who  appeared 
-  to   have  considered  themselves   bound,  as  it  were,   by  a 
due  regard  to  their  own  consistency,  to  a  state  of  eternal 
war&re  with  his.  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects,  and  who  had 
been  unable,  in  their  mode  of  considering  this  question,  to 
distinguish  and  separate  its  intrinsic  nature  and  constitu- 
tional bearings  from  their  own  rooted  prejudices,  and  those 
'   justly  reprobated  doctrines,    which,   however  discbumed 
•  again  ana  again,  under  the  most  solemn  sanction^  they  me 
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determined  still  to  imfNite»  with  injustice  the  most  relentless 
and  persevering,  to  the  religion  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
Christian  World'.  If  there  should  ha|f|pen  to  be  in  that 
Bouse  an^  noble  Lords  Whose  rare  good  fortune  it  has  been, 
in  administering  the  Irish  Gofemraent,  to  have  wanted  the 
firmness  of  political  constancy  in  what  they  have  refused  Ito 
the  Catholics,  and,  in  what  they  have  conceded  to  them',  the 
dignity  and  the  grace  of  voluntary  conciliation — if  there 
should  happen  to  be  found  amongst  them  any  noble  Loida 
who  had  ever  descended  from  the^  high  stations  in  which  they 
may  have  been  placed,  to  voluntei»' an  unfounded  testimony 
against  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  that  country,  to  every 
individual  of  which,  from  former  official  habits  and  situft- 
^  tion,  such  noble  Lords  were  called  upon  in  an  especial 

manner  to  render  impart!^  jnstice,  and  to  afford  equal  pro» 
tectioo'^-if,  he  said,  there  were  any  noble  Lpvds  to  be  foaud 
in  that  House,  anch  as  he  had  described,  he  would  only 
wish  to  recall  to  their  recollection  that  decent  forbearance 
and  respect  for  the  religious  opinions  of  others,  which  dia* 
lingnished  their. proceedings  on  the  late  occasion,   as  the 
rule  by  which  to  n^ulate  their  present  conduct,  in  con- 
sidering the  alleged  grievances  of  that  great  coamuoity  of 
Dissenters  from  the  State  Religion,  whose  petitions  were 
then  upon  their  Lordships*  table.    Having  alluded  already 
to  that  memombl<^  treaty  concluded  at  Limerick  with  tite 
Irish  Army  in  October  16&1,  and  ratified  under  the  great 
seal  in  April  16^2,  which  gave  to  the  British  Sovereign 
peace,  ana  a  second  kingdom,  and  to  the  other  contracting 
party  the  fruitful  source  of  bitter  disappointment  and  nn^ 
needed  complaint  for  violated  faith,  be  presented  himself 
before  their  liordships,  armed  with  this  important  instrument| 
to  claim  for  the  petitionen  at  their  hands,  a  just  though  tardy 
reparation.  In  proceeding  to  prove  their  case,  be  should  then 
call  the  attention  of  that  House  to  another  document,  not  of 
equal  antiquity » nor  sanctioned  by  the  same  official  <«ymbol  of 
authority— but  if  the  most  explicit  declarations  of  the  Minis- 
ters in  TOth  countries^  during  the  progress  of  the  important 
discussions  on  the  measure  of  Legislative  Union,  were  t» 
avail  aogbt,  as  jMroofs  of  theii  own  views,  respecting  tiie 
nature  of  those  pubUc  objects,  to  which  the  accomplish- 
ment  of  that  measure  was  expec^ted  to  lead,  was  not  the  Irish 
Catholic  taught  to  look  forward,  with  the  greatest  confi« 
dence,  to  a  prompt  and  just  consideration  of  his  own  qu 
Uon,  as  the  certain  and  immediate  cposequcnc&ofaa 
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Pkrliamcnt  ?  And  when  he  had  been  thus  prevailed  u|x>n, 
from  such  prospects  as  these,  to  become  a  party  to  the  siir- 
irnder  of  hit  own  Legislature,  which  ciNifcsseclly  could 
never  have  been  accomplished  without  his  aid,  is  it  not  too 
hte  to  tell  him,  that  with  that  Legii^lature  were  extinguished 
all  those  flattering  prospects,  and  timt  he  had  closed  the 
door  airainst  himself  for  ever  ?  Sanctioned  thus,  as  much 
by  the  acknowledged  and  avowed  spirit  of  one  important 
treaty,  as  by  the  expn^ss  letter  of  another,  he  had  still  to 
produce  to  their  Lordships,  on, the  part  of  tlie  petitioners, 
further  titles-— on  each  of  which,  taken  by  itself,  he  could 
almost  venture  to  rest  their  cause.  First,  the  solemn  dis* 
daimer  bv  the  six  Catholic  Universities,  in  1789,  of  all 
those  uncnristian  and  abominal  doctrines,  the  existence  of 
which,  as  principles  of  his  religion,  could  alone  justify  the 
exclusion  of  the  Catholic  from  any  one  civil  or  political  pri- 
vilege. Secondly,  the  formal  protest,  by  command  of  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff  himself,  in  179l>  against  those  imputed 
doctrines,  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, the  exceptionable  words  were  omitted  in  the  con- 
secration-oath or  the  Irish  Catholic  Bbhopa.  Tbirdly>  the 
testimony  borne  by  our  own  Statute-book,  in  the  preamble 
of  the  Act  of  1798,  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  his 
Catholic  countrvmen.  Fourthlv,  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  the  King  and  fidelitv  to  the  (Constitution,  prescribed  by 
the  Statutes  of  1774  and  1793,  and  tiniversally  taken  by  all 
the  Irish  Catholics.  And  lastly,  the  strong  and  incon« 
trovertible  evidence,  which  every  ^successive  rehixation  of 
the  penal  code  has  continued  to- furnish,  of  the  conviction 
of  the  Legislature,  increasing  and  confirmed,  respecting  the 
assured  loyalty  and  perft^i  trustworthiness  of  the  King's 
Irish  Catholic  subjects,  as  members  of  the  Protestant  St^te. 
To  the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  founded  on  such  titles  as 
these,  to  a  full  participation  with  themselves  in  every  con- 
stitutional privilege  and  capacity,  what  were  the  objections 
which  he  was  to  anticipate  I  If  ar^mcnts  were  to  be 
counted,  and  not  weighed,  the  cause  ot  the  Catholics  would 
indeed  be  hopeless ;  nothing  had  been  left  unsaid  against 
them,  which  human  ingenuity  could  suggest,  or  credulity 
itself  affect  to  believe — imputations  the  most  unfounded — 
charges  the  most  contradictory — idle  doubts,  and  causeless 
apprehensions,  have  continued  to  mark  the  lingering  retreat 
of  prejudice  and  bigotry,  and  the  slow  and  impeded  march 
of  truth,  wisdom,  and  philosophy.    Was  it  fitting  that  h« 


JUNE   18.]  CATHOLICS  OF  IEELANO.  '  55 1 

should  exhaust  their  Lordships*  patience  by  a  repeiition 
of  all  those  calumnies  ivhich   have  issued  forth,  at  the 
appointed  seasons,  in  the  shape  of  arguiVi^nts,  in  strong 
array,  ai^ainst  the  petitionei's  ?  and  iivhich,  thongh  beaten 
down  by  evidence  the  most  Convincing  and  conclusive,  they 
had  seen   return  to  the  charge  again  and  again.     Must  he 
be  prepared  to  demonstrate,  by  a  regular  chain  of  proofs, 
that  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  patholic  Church  do  not 
enjoin  or  justify,  in  anjr  possible  case,  the  breach  of  that 
sacred  obligation  which  binds  man  to  man,  and  is  the 
strongest  cement  of  human  society— ^that  Catholics  are  not, 
of  necessity,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  the  religious  opinions 
which  they  profess,  faithless  members  in  every  Protestant 
community — that  they  are  not  bound  to  the  subversion  of 
that  property,  the  present  arrangement  of  which  they  feel 
to  be  their  own  best  title  and  security  ;  nor  to  the  overthrow 
of  those  establishments  which  they  bad  so  solemnly  sworn 
that  they  would  never  assail?    Could  it  be  necessary  that 
lie  should  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  by  pressing 
again  upon  their  attention,  those  arguments  by  which  he 
endeavoured  to  shew,  and  he  trusted  not  without  some  efltet, 
"When  he  had  before  the  honour  of  addressing  their  Lord« 
ships  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  tliat  the  so  much  relied 
npon  Corporation  and  Test  Acts  which  they,  had  already 
repealed  and  modified,  from  time  to  time,  in  favour  of  the 
Dissenters  from  the  State  Religion  of  every  description,  are 
not  to  be  set  up,  at  this  day,  as  insurmountable  obstacles 
against  a  continuance  in  the  same  course  of  legitimate  eon- 
cession  ?      And  lastly,  Was  he  to  expect  to  hear  it  still 
resoundeil  in  his  ears,  in  the  same  solemn  tones,  that,  be- 
cause the  settlement  of  1688  established  the  principle  of  a 
Protestant  King,  the  principle  of  an  exclusively  Protestant 
Parliament  must,  of  necessity,  be  inferred  as  an  inseparable 
consequence,  when  they  had  already  recalled  the  Irish 
Catholic  to  his  just  share  in   the  choice  of  that  •  repre* 
sentative  body,  by  giving  him  back  the  elective  franclMse ; 
and  whilst  his  constitutional  capacity  to  hold  every  civil 
and  military  situation  had  been  restored  and  recognised  by 
the  general  repeal  of  all  existing  disabilities  in  1793,  what 
species  of  reasoning  was  it,  which  would  give  to  the  excep- 
tions created  by  that  Act,  the  ciiaracter  of  fundamental  ex* 
elusions,  unchangeable  and  eternal  ?     But  what,  he  would 
ask,  were  those  apprehended  dangers  against  which  the 
penal  code  wa^  to  liavc  aSbrded  u$  its  protection?    If  they 
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wen  to  be  Marched  for  in  the  feftis  of  a  disputed  racoession^ 
Diid  the  claims  of  an  exiled  family,  had  they  not  long  since 
entirely  ceased  to  exist?    The  claimants  and  their  tittea 
sleqi  together  in  the  peaceful  |^Te*-«xtingui8hed  and 
forgotten.     How  lon^  was  that  injurious  system  of  restrict 
lion  to  survive  those  very  dangen  which  it  was  devined  to 
meet  and  obviate?    He  was  now  arrived  at  the  last  and 
only  remaining  objection— 4he  doctrine  of  the  Pope's  Sapie* 
macy  as  head  of  the  Catholic  Church  :    and  if  on  any  jusi  • 
ooostitiUional  principles  the  diiect  and  unqualified  deiiial 
of  that  position  was  of  necessity  to  be  an  indispensable  pre* 
Uminary  to  the  full  admissioa  of  the  petitioners  into  aH 
the  powers  and  privileges  of  the  State,  he  must  be  content  to 
leave  them  for  ever  as  they  are,  excluded  and  shut  out ;  fel 
ceasing  to  maintain  the  unity  of  their  Church  under  the 
same  bpiritual  head,  they  would  desert  an  essential  doctrine 
and  distini^uiiihing  cliaracteristic  of  the  Catholic  faith.  Let, 
however,  this  formidable  ground  of  objection  he  examined, 
and  let  it  be  seen  in  what  it  consisted.    To  give  it  weight, 
it  must  consist  either  in  the  refusal  to  the  Supreme  Magistrate 
of  our  own  state,  of  something  that  is  necessary  to  his  own 
power,  or  that  it  is  requisite  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
that  he  should  possen,  or  it  mast  consist  in  giving  to  tha 
bead  of  a  foreign  state  some  quality,  power  or  pce-eminence, 
the  exercise  oi  which  may  be  danfi;erous  to  our  own.    It 
had  .been  urged  by  some  persons,  that  be  who  denied  the 
supremacy  of  the  King  as  head  of  the  Church,  was  a 
traitor ;  but  he  could  not  discover  where  it  was  to  be  found 
that  this  supremacy  was  conferred ;   neither  was  this  supre* 
macy  acknowledged  by  the  Protestants  themselves.     Im 
refusing,  therefore,  to  affirm  tbb  supremacy  in  a  Protestant 
Kiog>  the  Catholic  did  no  more  than  the  Protestant,  and 
refused  nothing  which  the  Protestant  aflkmed.    By  what 
Act  was  the  Protestant  called  upon  to  acknowledge  in  the 
King  any  ecclesiastical  supremacy,  or  what  single  act  was 
the  King  capable  of  doing  in  affirmance  of  such  supremacy? 
What  i^ders  could  he  give  in  Ecclesiastical  matters  ?  Could 
be  alter  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church,  or  the  Form  of  Prayer 
as  established  by  law  i    The  King  might,  it  was  true,  oider 
a  fast,  or  a  form  of  prayer  on  such  an  occasion ;  but  could 
be  add  to^  or  exclude  a  single  letter  in  the  Canons  or 
Articles  of  the  Church?    In  Ecclesiastical  appointments, 
undoubtedly,  the  King  enjoyed  a  povMsr,  but  only  in  com* 
moQ  with  other  lay   patrons,   by  whom  Ecclesiastical 
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pcnons  yrere  proeoted  to  benefices;  and  even  Ibe  hid& 
rank  of  Bishop  wais»  it  was  well  known,  disposable  by  tbiq 
authority  of  a  layman.  What  theti  of  Vfilae,  either  to  the 
splendour  of  the  Crown^  or  the  good  government  of  his 
people^  did  those  take  from  the  King  who  refused  to  assist 
1^  spiritual  supremacy  ?  The  difference  between  appoint* 
ment  and  ec^desiasticai  investitures,  was  weU  known  to 
every  one*  It  was  well  known  that  the  appointment  or 
presentation  to  a  benefice  Inr  a  lay  patron,  was  not  complete 
without  the  institution  of  the  Ordinary  or  Bbhop  of  the 
diocese,  and  no  lay  patron  considered  bis. rights  infringed 
npon,  or  rendered  less  valuable  from  the  necessity  of  having 
such  a  confirmation- from  th<f  spiritual  power.  In  refusings, 
therefore,  to  affirm  spiritual  supremacy  in  the  King  of  the 
Protestant  state,  the  Catholic  took  from  him  nothing  pif 
yalue.  In  the  Catholic  Church,  the  power  of  Ecclesiastica) 
institution  or  investiture  undoubtedly  rested  with  the  Pope, 
or  the  person  representing  the  Unity,  which  was  essential 
to  that  Church :  but  in  acknowledging  this,  what  of  value 
was  given  to  a  foreign  power  ?  The  institution  or  invest 
titure,  it  was  well  known,  could  not  be  refused  ejccept  for 
good  canonical  reasons.  The  power  of  appointment  was 
undoubtedly  not  given,  nor  was  this  power  ever  acknow* 
ledged  to  belong  to  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  as  an  avowed  part 
of  bis  spiritual  power.  It  was  indeed  scarcely  now  claimed. 
It  had>  he  acknowledged^  being  formerly  repeatedly  claimed 
fvith  great  warmth  and  vehemence ;  but  the  claim  hiid  beep 
issisted  with  equal  pertinacity,  and  with  success.  To  prove 
this,  they  need  only  look  at  the  well-known  liberties  of  tb^ 
Galilean  Church  and  the  deci^op  of  the  Counqil  of  ^Tr^nt^ 
v^hich  completely  set  the  question  at  rest*  Jn  that  CouqqU 
it  was  remarkable,  that  while  tlie  Italian  ^ishops,  tbos^ 
whose  sees  were  <  adjacent  to  the  territori^  of  tne  See  of 
Rome,  supported  this  claim  of  the.  Sovereign  Pontiff,  the 
ppanish  aiid  Portuguese  Bishops, .  who  y^exe  considered 
as  the.  most  bigoted  of  the,C8^th6Uc  Ch\irqh,  effectually 
Resisted,  and  by  the'  decision  .  of  the  majority  of  th^ 
Council  the  question  was  finally'  settled..  The  acknow- 
ledgment, therefore,  ^  the  si^premacy  of  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff,  or  the  person  who  represented  the  Unity  c^£,.fl^ 
Catholic  Church/  did  not  give  him  the  power  of  ap« 
pointitient.  With  respect  to  the ,  Catholic,  rrelatcsof  Ire- 
land, they  had  hitherto  b<.>en  appointed»upoa  a  principle 
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•f  election^  or  latber  of  ae1ection»  and  thete  appoiotmenti 
had  for  a  long  seriet  of  years  being  strictly  doitnestic.  No 
body  of  men  had  ever  acted  ifitb  more  propriety  th^ii  the 
Catnolic  Prelates  of  Ireland ;  and  be  could  confidently 
appeal  on  this  head  to  those  noble  Lords  who  had  adminis- 
tered the  Government  of  Ireland,  and  who  had  alwnys 
ibuod  the  assistance  and  influence  of  those  Prelates  a  roost 
valuable  resource*  He  had  no  doubt,  and  upon  this  point 
he  could  not  hesitate  to  ^ve  a  solemn  pledge  to  the  House, 
that  if  the  Irish  Catholic  Bishops  were  called  upon  by  a 
proper  authority  for  that  purpo^,  they  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  proposing  an  arrangement  to  obviate  any  ob- 
jection  to  the  interposition  of  a  foreign  power  They  had 
notion  a  late  occasion,  thought  it  right  to  volun(<*erany 
proposal  for  an  arrangement  of  this  naturei  but  if  now,  or 
at  a  future  period,  their  Lordships  should  happily  agree  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  Catholic  Petition,  when* 
ever  the  happy  moment  should  arrive,  (hat  the  prejudices 
aii^ainst  the  Catholica  should  give  way  to  the  justice  of  their 
cmims,  then  the  Prelates,  when  called  upon  from  autborityi 
would  be  ready  to  propose  sn  arrangement  under  which  the 
appointments  of  the  Catholic  Bishops  should  be  effectually 
domestic,  remaintng  of  course  for  the  spiritual  investiture 
of  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Such  an 
arrangement  would  obviate  all  objections  ;  and  lie  was  con^ 
vinccq  that  if  the  IjegiKiatore  were  disposed  to  concede  the 
claimE^of  the  Catholic,  there  would  be  found  in  retijirn,  on 
the  part  of  the  Catholic  Bishop,  every  disposition  in  con- 
ciliation. His  Lord9hip  then  alluded  to  the  Militia  Inters 
^hkngp  Bill,  in  progress  in  the  House,  and  observed  with 
tegret  that  the  CHtliqlic  soldiers  of  the  Irish  Militia  had 
been  refused  dn  enactment  for  the  free  exercise  of  their  reli* 
gion.  He  was  aware  that  an  order  was  to  be  issued  by  tbf 
Commander  in  Chief  for  that  purpose;  but  a  sijnilar  onl^ 
had  long  existed  in  Ireland,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  thai 
iarder,  a  Catholic  soldier,  in  the  Artillery,  had  been  confined 
ibr  refusing  to  attend  the  sprvice  of  the  Protestant  Church. 
Another  order  was  then  issued^  but  \i  was  of  little  use  issuing 
orders  if  they  were  not  obeyed.  A  legislative  enactment 
would  have  prevented  the  recurrence  of  any  act  of  a  similar 
juitnre.  He  did  not  nican  to  bbiect  to  tqe  Bifl ;  it  was  a 
measure  of  strength,  and  he  Was  dfisposcd  to  support  those 
measures  which' gave  strength  to  thti  Government ;  but  the 
lefusal  to  make  any  {egv^iivc  pr#vi:^iQn  in  it  ibr  the  hee 
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exercise  of  Iheir  re^^ovs  wonKip  by  the  Catholic  soldieis 
,of  the  Irish  Mrtitia^  rormed  in  his  mind  a  strong  objection  to 
it*  It  was  stated,  that  thej  w^r0  to  enjoy  the  same  privile^ 
that  they  now  did :  b.ut  what  provision  was  there  made  Tor 
that  enjoyment  ?  The  means  were  easy,  if  the  Government 
would  use  them ;  let  them  appoint  Catholic  chaplains,  in 
order  that  the  soldiers  of  that  persuasion  mi^ht  have  in 
truth,  the  means  of  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.  Hig 
JLordship,  after  apologixing  for  taking  up  so  much  of  their 
Lordships  time,  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  the  petitions 
to  a  Committ<^  of  th^  whole  House* 
.  The  Earl  of  Longford  was  of  opinion  that.it  would  be 
better  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  subject  to  another 
ppoortonity,  when  it  would  be.  less  likely  tp  create  agitation 
andalarrn  amongst  thcn^ajority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom  than  at  present. .  He  was  ready  to  acknowledge 
the  respectability  of  many  of  the  Irish  Catholic  Bi&hopst 
but  he  could  not  considertue  arrangement  mentioned  by  the 
noble  Earl  as  at  all  adequate  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  proposed,  as>  if  the  Catholic  Bishops  were  to  be  placed 
within  the  patronage  of  Government,  their  situations  would 
become  the  object  of  ambitious  contest,  which  would  by 
no  means  tend  to  that  harmony  to  which  it  was  supposed  the 
arrangement  would  lead.  His  Lordship  strongly  objected 
to  the  proceeding  at  a  Catholic  Meeting,  of  addressing  the 
Prince  Hegcnt  to  remove  the  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
who  was  not  the  Lord- Lieutenant  of  the  Catholics,  but  6t 
the  CouHtry<—>and  a  country  in  which,  though  the  minority 
of  the  population  were  Catholics,  the  greater  part  of  the 
property  and  influence  was  in  the  hands  of  I^rotestants. 
An  objection  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  now  sought  to  be 
adopted,  which  in  his  mind  had  considerable  weight,  was,, 
that  tlie  powers. of  the  Constitution  were  not  complete* 
Uudoiibtedly|they  were  nearly  so;  but  still  a  measure  of 
such  great  importance  ought  not  to  be  proceeded  in,  until 
the  po\Kers  of  the  Constitution  were  complete  and  in  full 
activity. — We  could  not  distinctly  hear  many  of  the  ohser- 
Tat  LOUS  made  by  hi*^  Lordship,  who  concluded  by  declaring^ 
bis  dissent  to  the  motion,  ,  » 

The  Marquis  of  Dozmshire  supported  the  motion,  and 
spoke  to  the  following  effect. — Agreeing,  as  I  do  most 
decidedly,  with  every  part  of  my  noble  .friend's  most 
luminous  and  able  speech,  there  remains  little  for  me  to  say 
thai  can  add  to  the  great  body  of  information  your  Lord* 
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Bbip«  hvTt  gained  on  (his  tabject  (bis  nif  bt.  My  anzietjr^ 
hcmerttj  for  the  raeciw  of  tbe  cause,  sind  tbe  strong  desire 
I  lerl  to  appear,  as  I  hope  I  really  am,  an  earnest  snpportcr 
of  the  rights  of  my  coanfrymen,  willy  I  hope,  pfesd  ray 
excuse  for  bq^ging  your  Lordships*  indalgence  for  a  short 
time.'  There  cannot,  I  thtnk»  be  adduced  a  stronger  reason 
in  favour  of  mr  noble  friend's  Inotion  than  the  present 
contest  on  the  Peninsula;  and  as  that  contest  is  not  likely 
soon  to  terminate,  is  it  not  an  additional  reason  for  ooq> 
ciTiating  and  satisfying  tbe  minds  of  the  people  of  a  country, 
out  of  whose  very  vitals,  I  may  say,  are  derived  the  means 
of  carrying  on  the  war.  For,  my  Lortf  s,  a  my  large  pro- 
portion  of  the  Army  is  composed  of  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
soldiers.  These  are  the  men  whose  bravery  and  nc»bleooo* 
duct  your  Lordships  have  already  not  long  since  extolled^ 
and  yet  they  are  to  be  refused  a  participation  in  (be  rights 
and  privileges  of  their  country.  Our  gnltitnde  demands 
of  us  to  grant  their  request;  and  I  am  oonvtnt^ed,  from 
my  residence  in  Ireland,  and  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the 
Irish  as  a  people,  that  they  are  more  susceptible  of  any 
kindness  ftnd  attention  than  any  other  nation ;  and  if  they 
are  so,  as  I  csn  most  truly  say  I  have  always  found  them  in 
private  transactions,  what  most  they  not  feel  toward^  this 
Country,  in  return  for  their  reqncsts  being  granted,  and 
fheir  just  rights  being  acknowledged  i  For  these  reasons, 
and  for  many  others  which  I  will  not  at  present  trouble 
vour  Lordships  with,  I  ffeel  it  my  duty,  as  a  Peer  of  these 
kingdoms,  to  give  my  vote  for  my  noble  friend's  motion. 

fke  Marquis  of  Lamdoxvfw  observed,  that  after  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord  ( Longford)  on  the  other  side,  he 
could  not  give  a  siletit  vote  on  the  present  occasion, 
especially  as  he  had  said  nothing  when  this  question  was 
last  before  them.  He  diflfere<l  widely  from  that  noble 
Lord  when  he  stated  the  jealousy  that  existed  with  respect 
to  these  claims,  as  a  reason  why  they  should  not  be  dis- 
cussed. On  the  contrary,  it  was  because  there  did  exist 
siuch  a  Jealousy-^because  the  qQestion  bad  been  made  re-, 
peated  foundation  of  alarm,  for  which  there  was  no  real 
round,  that  he  was  most  anxious  it  sliould  be  discussed ; 
or  he  was  convinced  that  the  more  it  was  canvassed,  and 
the  better  it  was  understood — the  sooner  would  that  alarm 
.be  extinguished,  which  on  some  occasions,  from  the  best 
motives,  on  others  from  the  wont,  bad  frequently  beco 
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excited.-*— >The  noble  Lord  had  said,  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  sappresB  the  Catholic  religion/bdt  to  support  the  Coo* 
atitntion.    Catholic  disabilities,  however,  formed  no  part  o( 
•the  Constitution — {Hear !  hear  !)— the  ConstittitiQn  (lid  not 
fest  updn  a  system  of  exclusion — (Hearl  Aeflr!)— It  wad 
true  that  on  grounds  of  expediency,  the  propriety  of  which 
-he  would  not  then  discuss,  the  benefit  of  the  CJonstitution 
had  been  suspended  as  fer  as  respected   particular  classes. 
But  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  required  an  equal  eiijoy- 
itieiit  of  all  rights  and  privileges,  provided  the  State  was 
fiof  endangered.      He  considered  it  as  imntaterial  whether 
Ihese  claims  were  put  upon  the  foundation  of  right  or 
expediency— for  there  codld  be   no  rfght,  if  the  State 
should  be  endangered  by  acceding  to  them ;   if  not,  the 
right  manifestly  existed;    but  their  Lordships  and  the 
other  branches  of  the  Legislature  were  the  judges  whether 
Ihere  really  was  any  ground  of  apprehension.    Tliey  were' 
to  consider  where  the  danger  was  now  to  be  found.     H9 
could  not  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  (Longford)  in  con- 
ri<}ering  the  powers  of  the  Constitution  as  incomplete,  wheii 
€hey  had  been  established  by  an  Act  of  Parliament;  but 
0i  any  rate  there  was  nothing  in  the  present  circumstances 
that  Tendered  it  improper  to  discuss  this  subject.    Their 
Lordships  had  iiow  io  consider  whether,  when  the  reason* 
%hich  liad  givtn  rise  to  these  disabilities  no  longer  existed, 
Chey  were  in  these  times  not  only  to  sluit  out  the  Catholicf 
from  their  feir  share  of  the  privileges  of  the   Constitu* 
tion>  but    to   deprive  themselves  of  the  services  of  th^ 
most  numerous  class  in  a  part  of  their  dominions  which 
produced  as  much  genius  and  talents  as  ever  distinguished 
any.'p^ion   of  the  globe.      (Htar:,    hear  I)      VVirh  re- 
gard to  the  danger  of  granting  these  claims  of  the  Citho- 
tics,   he  khew  no   way  of  judging,    except  by  a  refer- 
toce'to  their  opinions  and  conduct.     As  to  the  principles 
and  opinions  of  ihe  Catholics,  he  conjurcxl  his  nobfe  friend 
not  to  take  them  from  any  other  mouths  than  tiieir  own  ; 
for  be  was  aware  that  a  meaning  bad   been  ascrib(*d  to 
certain  Catholic  tenets,  which  thoy  themselves  denied,  and 
iednsequences  were  drawn  from  tiiom  which  they  abhorred. 
Thejr  had  a  right  to  b*j  judged  by  the  principles  which  they 
professed  ;  and  professed  uot  n^erely  with  a  view  to  the 
mesent  question— not  for  the  purpose  of  conciliating  their 
Lordships — but  profes^  on    all    occasions^    and    in   all 
countries  for  the  last  hundred  years.    The  alarm  arikiu^ 
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from  the  aense  which  mkht  haTe  been  affixed  to  aome  Biilb 
of  Popes,  and  Decrees  otCouQcilsy  had  not  been  ooofined  to 
l^rotebtant  countries  only.  Even  in  Catholic  coQntries  aa 
explanation  and  disavowal  had  been  called  for.  In  France, 
about  ISO  years  ago,  a  disavowal  had  been  made  of  thnae 
obnoxious  doctrines  which  were  now  imputed  to  the  C»- 
tholics.  JNo  Pope,  for  the  last  130  years,  had  upheld  them, 
ami  they  had  been  disavowed  by  others  in  every  instance  in 
which  they  came  under  consideration.  Where  then  was  the 
justice  of  f^oing  back  to  CJouncils  and  remote  times  to  imputa 
to  the  Catholia  the  holding  of  tenets  which  they  no  Ioniser 
entertained,  ebpecinlly  when  their  actions  were  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  such  as  would  naturally  result  from  such 
tenets?    Vfhy  should  such  means  be  resorted  to  for  the 

Eurpose  of  exciting  a  suspicion  that  the  conduct  of  the 
atholics  would  be  different  from  what  was  their  actual 
practice  i  Adverting  to  the  alleged  influence  of  the  Pope, 
Ills  Lordbhip  observed,  that  the  Catholics  considered  thai 
ts  confined  solely  to  spiritual  matters.  This  they  professed ; 
and  if  tlicir  conduct  had  been  of  late  in  opposition  to  such 

Srofessions,  then  the  truth  of  them  might  be  doubted. 
ut,  in  the  hibtory  of  modern  times,  notwithstanding  the 
pains  that  had  been  takeu,  the  research  that  had  been  em« 
ployed  for  the  purposes  of  this  question^  hmi  there  been 
found  a  single  instance  of  the  production  of  a  grnit  political 
f  fleet  that  could  be  ascribed  entirely  to  this  inflnerfce?  In 
the  great  political  changes,  in  the  radical  revolutions  which 
had  occurred  in  the  last  centurv,  where  was  the  mighty 
('fleet  of  the  power  of  Popes  and  Councils  ?  Had  it  pre- 
Tented  the  dissolution  of  the  Germanic  bod^?  Itad^it  pre* 
Tented  the  French  Hevolution,  where  the  mterests  of  the 
Pope  were  so  much  concerned  ?  Or  had  this  dreaded  power 
been  inactive  and  cleaci  through  all  the  storms  which  agi* 
tated  the  Continent,  to  be  revived  and  called  into  exertion  in 
a  remote  corner  of  the  world  to  afiect  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land ?  The  inefficacy  of  that  power  as  to  political  matters 
did  not  then  rest  merely  on  the  profisssions  otthe  Catholics-— 
it  was  proved  by  their  own  conduct,  by  iifdisputable  facts. 
With  every  desire  for  the  permanent  security  of  the  State 
and  the  Church,  connected  as  they  were,  he  felt  no  dread 
oC  A  power  the  effects  of  which  were  no  where  to  be  found. 
But  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  Irish  Catholics  to  say,  that 
their  conduct  had  been  of  a  negative  description.  He 
begged  their  Iiordships  to  consider  what  it  had  bcea  during 
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thipse  last  ten  yefars,  white  this  question  had  been  in  aia^itation* 
Aod  here  he  must  observe*  that  thou'^h  it  had  been  said 
that  this  was  the  same  question  brought  under  discussion 
from  year  to  year;  it  had  b^n,  in  reality,  a  new  question 
every  year,  for  it  always  had  come  supported  by  fresh 
proofs  of  loyalty,  always  by  fresh  services  of  a  kind  not 
only  useful  to  the  country,  but  almost  essential  to  its  exist-  ' 
ence.     Ten  years  aie;o  a  distinguished  political    character 
bad  retired  from  office  because  unable  to  do  justice  to  the 
Catholics.    Then  followed  the  war,  attended  with  the  dread 
of  invasion  ;  and  that  war  was  still  raging.     By  whom  was 
it  to  be  carried  on  ?    Upon  what  foundation  did  the  con-' 
test  rest  but  on  a  large  proportion  of  Catholics  ?    And  if  it 
"was  important' to  defend  the  State  and  the  Church  of  Eng* 
land,  it  would  be  well  to  recollect  by  what  arms  thev  were 
defended.    Their  Lordships  would  look  at  the  Penmsula', 
Xrhere,  it  was  said,  the  contest  was  carried  on  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  countrv,  and  mark  how  much  was  owing  to  the 
exertions  of  the  Irish  Catholics.     Was  it  just  or  fair  to  be  so 
suspicious  of  the  loyalty  and  allegiance  oi  the  Catholics,  or 
to  doubt  of  their  attachment  to  that  coimtryin  defiance  of 
which  they  shed  their  best  blood  ?    Those  who  had  perished 
in  the  cause  .had  at  least  done  this  good,  even  if  their  merits 
bad  not  been  so  conspicuous  on  other  grounds,  that  they 
had  increased  the  feeling  of  confidence  with  which  their  sur- 
"viving  brethren  should  be  regarded;    They  had  full  securitjr 
that  the  oaths  of  the  Catholics  were  bekl  by  themselves  to 
be  binding.     In  1191   ttie  Catholics  had  been  admitted  to 
'Various  privileges  upon  the  securitv  of  their  oaths.     Where 
wri^  the  mischief  here  firom  the  influence  of  the  Pope  ?    To 
deny  that  the  Catholics  were  to  be  credited  on  oath,  was  to 
imitate  the  example  of  the  metapbysktHns  who  required  as 
the  ground  of  their  reasoning,  that  their  antagonists  .should 
disbelieve  the  evidence  of  their  own  senses.— ^Tlusy  had  only 
to  judgie  of  the  professions  of  the  Catholics  by  their  conduct. 
Tlie  noble  Lord  had  alluded  to  tlie^dilficuUies  that  occurred 
with  regard  to  the  securities  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
•the  Established  Church.     For  sufficient  securities  on  that 
^bead^  he  should  be. as  moch  disposed  to  contend  as  any; 
!but  it  was  not  surprising  that  them  should  be  some  jealousy 
as  to  the  partijDular  plan:     The  Catholics  had,  perhaps, 
seen  Lord  Lieutenants,  and  other  officers  of  Goverument  in 
Ireland,  rendering  even  the  Protestant  Church  the  vehide.of 
political  influence ;  and  it  was  natural  for  (hem  to  imagine 


tbtit  tbe  Catholic  Cbarch  woold  not  be  used  foe,  any  bettcf 
purpose.      But  their  apprehenaioos^  be  was  conviooedi 
were  condned  to  the  undue  exerdte  of  political  influence  iu 
their  owu  Cburch*    The  mat  body  of  the  Catholics  qt 
property— -he  did  not  allude  to  any  particular  meeting  of 
CatnoUcs — but  the  g^reai  body,    he  ^was  convinced,    fel^ 
as  strongly  inclined  to  oppose  forei/irn  influence  in   ih^ 
somioations  to  their  Churches  as  their  Lordships*    But  the 
plan  would  be  the  subject  of  discussion  i;i  the  Committees 
There  they  might  consider  wiiat  securities  were  necessary ; 
and  without  such  securities,  their  Lordships  would  certainly 
pot  grant  this  great  boon.    But  that  something  should  be 
done  to  restore  to  the  Catholics  the  privileges  of  the  Con- 
stitution, there  could  be  no  doubt.    Their  honourable  aov 
bition  to  serve  their  country  in  the  highest  situations  ought 
unqursllooabW  to  be  gratified*    This  was  essential  to  the 
completion  of  the  measure  of  the  Union.     He  had  the  aa* 
thority  of  a  distinguished  statesman  concerned  in  bringing 
about  that  Union,  that  its  good  effects  depended  upon  the 
admission  of  the  Catholics  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  Constitur 
ilon  ;  and  he  had  illustrated  that  sentiment  by  the  emphatic 
quotation  bom  Virgil ; 

Non  e^,  nee  Tcucrii  Italot  ptrere  jab^bo, 
Nee  roihi  regna  peto :  paribus  se  legibus  aasba 
InvictiB  geniet  steras  in  fcedera  roittant. 

It  was  essential  to  the  peace  and  security  of  all,  that  the 
Union  should  be  thus  completed.  It  was  essential  ev<^  6k 
the  security  of  the  Establisned  Church  as  well  as  the  States 
which  depended  in  a  great  measure  on  the  eiertions  of  those 
who  were  the  objects  of  this  petition.  When  all  their -jost 
claims  were  accraed  to,  they  would  be  bound  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Country  by  gratitude  for  the  past  and 
confidence  ai  to  the  future. 

Lord  Redcsdtdc  adverted  to  an  accusation  against  him,  of 
partiality  in  his  administration  of  justice  whik  in  office  in 
Jreland-^an  accusation  which  he  said  was  most  unfounded 
arid  unjust.  He  maintained  no  man  had  ever  administered 
justice  more  impartially,  iirhetber  the  parties  were  CatkoUcs 
pr  Protestants,  than  himself.  With  regard  to  the  geneml 
question,  it  bad  been  brought  forward  merely  for  political 
purpoacfl  ■  and  be  was  persuaded  that  the  great  body  of  the 
Catholics  were  not  disposed  to  agitate  a  question  where  they 
ppukl  not  hope  to  succeed.    The  noble  X^ird  who  opened 
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"the  debate  Tiad adverted  to  the  treaty  of  Limefick.  That 
treaty  t^as  made  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  Parliament;, 
'■whfcn  ha^  confirmed  ft  rrierely  as  far  as  it  thought  proper. 
But  it  had  been  infringeil  by  the  olhei:  side — for  on^  great 
object  was  to  keep  the  army  in  the  cdlin^ry,  and  yet  it 
Trent  abroad  and  ^rved  the  enemy.  He  denied  ihat  the 
Minister  could  have  given  any  pledfge  to  the  Catholics  that 
.these  claims  should  be  granted. — No  Minister  could  pledge 
himself  to  procure  tl^  sanption  of  Parliament.  ,  Indeed,  be 
heard  that  the  very  reverse  had  been  stated — that  a  reverend 
genlTeit^an  put  the  question  while  the  measure  of  the  Union 
wras  iti  agitation,  whether  it  was  intended^  to  remove  the 
di^bilifies  of  the  Catholics,  and  that  the  answer,  was,  that 
therei  Wi^  no  such  intention  ;  that  Lord  Parnham  .had  made 
a  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  Ireland  against  the  Union, 
arguing  that  if  it  was  agreed  to,  the  disabilities  never  would 
be  removed,  as  the  English  would  never  accede  to  such  a 
measure — and  that  the  noble  Lord  himself  published  this 
speech  and  circulated  it  all  over  Iretrmd.  The  great 
Statesman  who  retired  in  1801,  did  not  assign  to  bim 
(Redesdale)  as  the  reason  for  that  proceeding  the  impossi« 
'  bility  of  fulfilling  a  pledge  to  the  Catholics— «nd  as  to  the 
plan  of  security,  he  had  only  to  state  that  the  person  to 
whom  he  alluded  had  declared  to  him,  a  few  months  before 
his  death,  that  he  could  conceive  no  plan  whatever,  by 
^hich  a^  sufficient  security  could  be  provided  for  the  Esta- 
blished Church,  in  the  event  of  the  Catholic  claims  being 
granted.  The  Constitution  was  essentially  Protestant~it 
could  not  l>ear  a  Catholic  Sovereign,  and  how  much  less  a 
Catholic  Minister  ?  He  would  not  say  that  the  obnoxious 
'•  doctrines  were  now  held  by  the  Catholics;  but  that  they 
were  once  the.tenets  of  the  Catholic  Church,  was  proved  by 

*  the  evidence  of  all  history.  Let  them  give  up  the  doctrine 
that  no  one  could  be  saved  out  of  the  pale  of  their  own 
Church,  and  then,  perhaps,  tbey  might  have  a  chance  of 
success ;  but  till  they  did  this,  tbey  could  not  safely  be 
(rusted  witb  political  ppwer^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor  bore  testimony  io  the  merits  of  a 
noble  Lord  (we  believe  Lord  Redesdale) ;  but  he  thought 

*  it  but  just  to  say,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  misunderstood 

*  what  bad  been  said  by  the  noble  Earl  to  whom  be  alluded. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  explained. 
The  Bishop  of  Norwich  thought  the  nation  was  called  o\\ 
to  take  every  opportimity  of  conciliating  the  dispositions 
Vol.  III.— 1811.  4  C 
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Bnd  KnUfying  tlLe  expectations  of  the  Catholics  of  the 

empire.     He  was  fully  seosibk  of  the  superior  qualifications ' 

of  many  of  the  noble  Lords  who  now  hcArd  hioy  to  do 

justice  lo  the  cause  which  he  was  supporting ;  bat  as  it  had 

been  the  fashion  of  late  to  represent  Uiose  who  adrocated  the 

claims  of  the  Catholics  as  men  who  either  misanderstood  or 

were  enemies  tothe  interests  of  the  Established  Church ;  i^  as 

it  had  been  said,  tliat  the  Ministers  of  the  Established  Church 

had  set  up  the  loudest  cry  a^itist  those  claims,  he,  for  one,  SAt 

himself  called  on  to  deny  that  he  had  any  participation  ia 

the  opposition  to  them.   ,So  numerous  a  body  of  men  would 

not,  in  other  nations,  he  believed,  be  refused  the  pririlq^es 

of  citizens*    He  did  not  wish,  in  ah  assembly  like  this^  to 

make  stHtcmrnts  which  should  rest  on  yague  or  insuflScient 

authority.— Tbey  might  look  tothe  Continent  of  Europe, 

where  tnry  could  find  that  in  Catholic  countries,  tiie  highest 

offices  of  the  state  had  been  filled  by  Protestants.— Here  be 

enumerated »  among  others}  Meckar  and  Marshal  Saxe,  in 

France,  and  Wurmser  in  Germany.    He  referred  particularly 

to  an  Edict  of  a  late  Emperor  of  Germany,  in  which  there 

was  a  maxim  expressly  laid  down,  that  the  only  qualification 

for  filling  civil  hgf  military  appointments  was  the  ability  to 

discharge  the  necessary  duties  of  these  appointments,  with* 

out  the  least  reference  to  religion.    Such  was  the  conduct  of 

the  Catholics  to  the  Protestants.    But  what  was  our  conduct 

io  the  Catholics  f    They  had  been  excluded  from  every 

oflice  of  consideration  in  their  country  :  year  after  year  a 

deaf  ear  had  been  lent  to  their  petitions.    ,It  had  been  said^ 

that  he  had  not  only  rashly  difiered  in  opinion  with  those  of 

his  brethren  who  sat* on  the  same  bench  with  him,  but  that 

he  had  also  been  unfortunate  enough  to  diflfer  from  the  sen* 

timcnfs  of  the  two  Untversitics,  and  the  almost  universal 

opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Established  Church.    This 

was  a  difference  of  opinion  sincerely  to  be  regretted  by  him. 

-^No  love  of  contradiction  could  induce  him  wiHingly  to 

differ  in  opinion  with  wise  and  good  men.     When  such  a 

difference  of  opinion  took  place,  it  was  at  all  times  to  be 

looked  on  in  the  light  of  a  misfortune.     It  was,  however, ' 

some  consolation  to  him,  that  if  he  had  the  misfortune  to 

difler  in  opinion  with  many  of  his  brethren  on  this  question, 

he  happened  to  coincide  in  opinion  with  some  great  cha« 

,  lacters  whom  he  should  always  look  up  to  with  sentiments 

of  respect  and  almost  of  veneration.    He  could  indeed  lay 

claim  to  no  originality  of  thinking  on  this  subject ;  for  there 
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Vfss  not  an  argument,  hardly  even  an  expression,  ii?hich  he 
had  used,  or  which  it  was  possible  for  him  to  use,  that  had 
not  already  been  made  use  of  by  others  who  had  preceded 
him.     Here  he  stated  tbe^  opinions  of  several  divines  (we 
believe  Taylor,  Hoadley,   and  Archbishop  Wake)  who 
had  delivered  sentiments  widely  diflerent  from  tlie  acri* 
monious  invectives  which  had  been  so  often  uttered  a^inst 
the  Catholics,  full  of  inutual  love  and  mutual  forbearance. 
With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  of  the  hostility  of  the 
two  Universities  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  he  knew 
Kbere  were  many  exceptions  to  this  universal  hostility ;  but 
be  the  opinion  of  the  Universities  what  it  may,  he  thought 
ft  could  never,  with  any  propriety^  be  brought  for  ward,  in 
answer  to  the  Catholics  demands.    The  members  of  these 
Dntversities  were,  for  the  rapstf  part,  men  of  retired  and 
•tudious  lives,  not  the  most  conversant  in  political  affairs, 
certainly  by  no  means  so  familiar  with  them  as  many  of  their 
Lordships  on  both  sides  of  the  House.    That  he  might  not, 
however,  appear  to  flatter  the  living,  he  would  appeal  to 
the  dead ;  and  on  such  a  subject  as  this  he  could  not  help . 
ihinking,  that  the  opinions  of  such  men  ^as  Mr.  Burke,  Mr* 
Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Windham,  ought  to  carry  more 
weight  than  all  the  opinions  of  all  the  Universities  and  all 
the  Divines  in  the  kingdom.    For  his  own  part,  he  had  spent 
the  greatest  part  of  his  life  amoiig  those  learned  men  ;  and 
he  was  ready  to  give  the  highest  testimony  to  the  noble  sen« 
tfanents  with  which  he  had  always  found  them  imbued.    He 
was  ready  to  bear  ever^  testimony  to  their  disinterestedness^ 
to  their  freedom  from  every  thing  like  avarice  or  ambition ; 
Imt  it  never  was  his  conviction  while  ambngst  them,  that 
either  they  or  he  himself  had  any  pretensions  to  the  cha- 
racter of  Statesmen,  and  he  could  not  help  being  persuaded 
that  the  wisest  of  them  looked  upon  their  qualifications  in 
the  same  light  that  he  did.     It  had  been  customary  to 
accuse  those  who  favoured  this  measure  of  a  want  of  cordial 
attachment  to  the  Established  Church.     If  by  attachment 
to  the  Established  Church  was  understood  a  deep-rooted 
conviction  that  its  form  Of  worship,  that  its  doctrines  and 
discipline  were  more  pure  than  those  of  any  other  establish- 
ment, no  man  could  be  more  attached  to  the  Established 
Church  than  he  was :  but  if  those  who  made  this  accusafjon 
were  not 'satisfied  with  this,  and  called  upon  him  to  say 
that  those  who  maintained  a  religions  opinion  differing  from 
this,  wtve  grossly  ignoiaiit,  were  unfit  to  be  trusted  ;  that 
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iyito  thirds  of  the, population  of  Europe,  and  one-third  of  tbe 
population  of  this  empire,  were  labouring  under  the  grossest 
idoiatrj ;    that  a  religbn  which    many  good  men    noir 
living  professed  their  belief  iuj  and  which  ^ad  been  pro- 
fessed by  many  men'  now  no  more,  as  pious  and  learned , 
Dud  as  good  :;ubjects  as  any  of  tlu^e  who  now  heajd  him  ; 
by  men  who  not  only  adhered  to  it  themselves,  but»  from  a 
c'onvictroa  of  its  truth,  endeavouied  to  diffuse  it  amoog 
their  nearest  and  dearest  relations,  aiid  seemed  to  ieel  it  93 
their  chief  consolation   in  the  hour  of  death;  if  he  ^ere. 
callrd  on  to  express  his  attachment  in  this  manner,  he 
frankly  declared  thut  he  could  express  no  such  auachcpent, 
for  he  could  not  feel  it,  (//tar  /) 
Ijord  Buckinghamshire  said  be  did  not  rise  for'  ih^  pur* 

Eose  of  an:>weriDg  the  speech  of  ihe  riuht  reverent^  Preiate^i 
ut  to  state  the  ground  upon  which  ne  should  resist  the 
motion  for  going  into  tbe  Cpmmitief.  He  must  aV^y^b^^ 
of  opinion  that  so  )on^  as  the  Catholics  acknowledged  ^ 
foieigu  supremacy  in  spiritual,  maiteis,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
.sible  to  allow  them  to  make  laws  for  the  people,  or  to  o,ave, 
a  share  in  administering  the  government  ot  this  coyntry ;  nor 
could|he  agree  with  the  noble  iMarquisCLansdowne),  who  had 
spoken  with  his  usual  ability,  that  by  the  quiet  sul^misston  of 
the  Catholics  for  the  last  ten  yearsunder  the  rejection  of  ili^ir 
claims,  they  had  8ub>tanually  removed  any  of  the*  objec- 
tions,  or  established  additional  argument  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  of  tbeir  petition.  It  mjghjt  as  well 
be  urged,  that  the  advocates  for.  th^  wildest  notipns  of  par- 
liamentary  reform,  universal  representation  for  iosMmcej- 
sliuuld  uliimateiy  prevail,  provided  the  occusioual  failt^re  of, 
their  efforis  to  carry  it  in  Parliament  should  not  be  followed 
by  the  disturbance  of  tlie  public  tranquillity.  His  Lordship 
then  proceeded  to  draw  the  attention  of  tiie  House  to,  tbe 
((octrincs  and  principles  which  had  recently  been  promul* 
^ated  upon  the  subject  of  rclig;ious  liberty}  and  Catholic 
rights,  which  he  described  as  ot  ao^alarming-and  dangerous 
tendency.  Without  entering  further  into  that  subject,  hia 
lordship  said  he  would  observe,  that,  if  th^  rights  asserted, 
existed  now,  they  must  always  ha^eexisied^  and  every  man 
who  had  forfeited  his  property  on,accqaut  pf  his  religious 
tenets  had.  in  that  case  been  vojui^y  ^dispossessed ;  ^that 
even  the  right  of  the  House  of  Brunswicl^  to  ibe  throne 
would  be  shakcp  to  its  foundation  by  such  a  doctjrinq ;  for, 
th;(l  right  rested  upon  a  principle;  ia  coatradictioa  to  this 
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assumed   Feli^ious  rights  and  was  incompatible  with  it. 
Lord  Buckinghamshire  could  not,  wjtb  the  right  reverend 
Prelate>  look  at  ^be  conduct  of  foreign  goverooients  as  af« 
fording -Hn  example  for  this  country  to  foliowi     He  could 
see  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  any  of  them  which  called 
for   our  limitation.     Whilst  they  bad  successively  falleii 
under  the  power  of  France,  we  bad  maintained  our  honour 
and  our  independence :  the  storms  that  bad  ruined  other 
nations,  we  had  weathered.  Whilst  they  were  sinking  over^ 
whelmed  by   the  torrent  which  bad   poured  down   upon 
them,  we  had  arrested  its  force,  and  were  enjoying  a  degree 
of  happiness  and  prosperity  almost  unexampled..     Such 
wius  our  situation  ;  and  to  Do  circumstance  was  it  more  de* 
cidedly  to  he  attributed,  tb^iP  to  our  having' steadily  xJeter- 
mined  to  preserve  the  Constitution  from  the  daring  hand 
of  innovation,  and  especially  to  oppose  every  attempt  to 
violate  those  principles  that  were  wisely  established  at  the 
Revolution.     He  trusted  their  Lordships  would  not  relax 
from,  the'firmness  tbey  had  manifested,  and  from  whicb 
they  had  derived  advantages  that  were  inestimable.— Lord 
Buckinghamshire  said  be  could  not  sit  down  without  ad* 
verting  to  a  topic  which  had   been   introduced  into  the 
speech  of  a  lioble  lord  (Lord  Longford)  who  spoke  second 
in  the  debate  ;  he  alluded  to  the  Address  oC  the  Catholics, 
to  the  Prince  Regent  for  the  removal  of  the  King^s  Repre* 
sentative,  on  account  of  an  alleged  interference  with  tba 
right  of  petitioning  their  Lordships'  House,  although  it  was 
perfectly  well  known  at  the  time,  that  no  such  interference 
was  intended.— 'Lord  Buckinghamshire  did  not  mean  to 
question  the  right  of  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  to. 
address  the  E&ecjutive  Government  upon  proper  occafiioos  : 
but  there  was  something  in  this  proceeding  extremely  qaes* 
tiionable  ;  and  when  he  ob^rved  the  Catliolics,  just  ftt  the 
dawn,  as  they  supposed^  of  arriving  at  the  attainment  of . 
their  professed  objects,  pursue  a  course  so  calculated  to  ex- 
cite alarm,  he  must  say,  that  all  the  apprehensions  he  had 
ever  entertained,  of  wnat  Uieir  conduct  would  be  if  efhcient 
power  was  placed  in  their  Ivandsr,  had  been  confirmed  and 
strengthened.  ,    . 

The  Earl  of  jlherdeen  would  confidenfly  i^peaJ  to  the 
House,  if  the  present  situation  of  the  country  was  such  as 
to  render  it -proper  to  accede  to  the  present  application. 
From  this  part  of  the  noble  Marquis's  (Lansdowne)  speech, 
he  could  not  but  differ,  agreeing  as  be  tlid  most  cordially  ia 
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nKMt  of  the  tentitfients  this  night  delivered  bj  him.  AU 
thoQgh  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to  vote  against  the 
motion  on  the  present  occasion,  he  was  convinced  that  a 
lime  would  come  when  the  Catholics  would  ultimately  suc- 
ceed. He  could  not  but  lament,  however,  that  the  Irish 
Catholics  had  not  imitated  the  example  of  their  English 
brethren  in  their  exemplary  and  meritorious  conduct,  who 
possessing  many  of  them  rank  and  wealth,  and  with  every 
claim  to  tne  favour  of  the  House,  had  yet  abstained  from 

Kissing  any  petition  similar  to  that  at  present  on  their 
tdships'  table.  If  this  question  were  of  material  impor- 
tance to  the  present  safety  ot  Ireland,  they  would  not  be 
justified  in  any  delay  ;  but  it  would  not  be  believed,  he 
maintained,  by  the  most  san^ine  advocates  for  the  Ca- 
tholics, that  the  immediate  eircct  of  the  present  measure*  if 
acceded  to,  would  be  important  to  that  country.  The  noble 
£arl  who  opened  the  debate  had  detailed  the  services  of  the 
Catholics,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  would  willingly 
make  every  requisite  sacrifice  that  might  be  demanded  from 
them.  He  had  no  intention  to  depreciate  the  services  of 
the  Catholic  Body  ;  but  he  hiust  observe,  that  there  was 
moch  to  reprehend  in  their  conduct ;  that  they  had  shewn 
•  want  of  unity  and  a  spirit  of  dissention  among  them- 
selves ;  and  thSt  by  their  obstinacy,  and  their  desertion 
of  former  pledges,  their  conduct  was  but  little  calculated  to 
conciliate  those  who  might  be  disposed  to  look  with  a  jea* 
loas  eye  towards  them. 

Earl  Spencer  expressed  his  satisfaction,  that  the  noble 
£arlwho  nad  just  sat  down  had  shewn  himself  a  warm  and 
anxious  friend  of  the  sentiments  in  the  petition  on  their 
table,  though  he  might  differ  as  to  the  proprietv  of  the 
present  application.  .  He  was  happy  to  find  that  his  view 
differed  entirely  from  (hat  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
(Redesdale)  who  delivered  his  senMments  early  in  the  de« 
bate. '  That  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  stated  a  circum- 
stance which  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  House 
at  present.     He  had  stated  that  a  great  Statesman,  now  no 
more,  had  not  quitted  his  situation  on  the  grounds  for  which 
jthe  publie  generally  believed  he  had  quitted  it,  and  which, 
he  must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  were  not  only  believed  by 
the  public,  but  by  those  with  whom  that  great  man  had 
been  several  years  in  office,  of  whom  he  unworthily  was 
one.     He  had  been  six  years  counected  with  that  person  ; 
aad  whatever  share  of  his  confidence  might  be  enjoyed  bj 
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the  noble  and  learned  Lord^  be  ibought  it  yould  not  be  pre- 
sumption in  himself  to  state,  that  he  was  in  a  situation  to 
have  so  much  of  his  confidence  as  to, be  able  distinctly  lor 
declare,  that  this  was  not  only  the  opinion  of  the  publip^ 
but  the  opiiiion  of  his  colleagues.  He  had  also  the  strongest 
reason  to  believe  that  the  grounds  assigned  for  his  leaving 
^office  were  the  only  grounds  for  his  doing  so  ;  and  it  was  oa 
these  grounds  that  he  bad  thought  proper  to  join  with  hioi 
at  that  time.     It  was  of  little  consequence,  indeed,  what 
were  the  motives  and  what  was  the  conduct  of  himself  at 
that  period ;  but  he  could  not  help  feeling  a  regard  for  the 
memory  of  that  illustrious  Statesman,  with  whom  though 
be  haU  at  some  times  differed  on  some  material  points,  it 
was  the  greatest  honour  of  his  life  to  have  been  connected 
with.    Inis  was  the  true  ground  of  the  resignation  of  thai 
Statesman;  an4  he  could  not  help  thinking  that,  except 
for  a  cause  of  such  importance,  he  would  not  have  beea 
justified  in  leaving  his  Majesty's  service  at  that  critical 
moment.    He  thought  he  should  not  have  done  his  duty  if 
he  had  not  noticed  the  statement  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  which  differed  entirely  from  wHat  was  his  own  under- 
standing of  the  matter.     He  Would*  appeal  to  a  noble  Lord 
who  had  come  in  since  the  declaration  alluded  to  (Lord 
Grenville,  we  believe),  whether  the  ground/ which  he  had 
stated  as  those  by  which  Mr.  Pitt  was  aerated,  at  bis  re* 
signation  were  not  the  real  grounds  of  that  resignation.  He 
did  not  wish  to.enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  Catholic 
<|uestion,  to  which  he  felt  himself  unable  to  do  justice;  but 
as  a  reference  had  been  frequently,  in  the  course  of  this . 
and  former  debates,  made  to  the  measure  of  the  Uajon^ 
and  to  the  pledges  then  supposed  to  be  made  to  (he  Ca« 
tholics,  he  would  say  that  undoubtedly  those  who  were  con* 
.  cerned  in  that  measure^  and  in  saying  this,  he  believed  he 
would  not  be  contradicted,  did  contemplate  a  greater  facilitj 
in  the  Union  of  the  two  countries  for  the  admission  of  the 
Catholic  Claims,  than  while  they  remained  separate.    He 
did  not  say  that  any  distinct  pledge  had  been  given  to  the 
Catholics ;  but  this  was  the  conviction  which  he,  for  one, 
''entertained  at  the  time,  and,  entertaining  such  a  conviction^ 
he  was  bound  to  profess  it.    On  this  subject  differenced 
did  indeed  exist  in  his  Majesty's  Councils  ;  but  all  along  it 
had  been  his  opinion,  that  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
Catholics  would   be  greater  when   not  united  with  this 
country  ;  and  that  the  great  measure  in  their  favour  would 
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be  nmch  easier  canted  through  in  a  united  than  in  separate 
peritamenti. 

L^d  Rcdesdnje  expressed  his  meaning  to  have  been, 
that  he  had  been  told  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  there  were  so  many 
individuals  in  the  way  of  any  measure  in  favour  of  the  Ca« 
tholios,  that  he  conid  not  see  any  possibility  of  carrying  it 
through. 

Earl  Camden  stated  the  reason  of  Mr.  Pitt's  retiring 
from  office  in  1801,  to  be  his  inability  to  carry  through  the 
measure  in  favour  of  the  Catholics. 

Ijord  GrenvUle  was  astonished  that  any  person  could  be 
haray  enough  to  call  in  question  the  circumstance  of  Mr. 
Piti*s  having  retired  from  office  in  1801  in  consequence  of 
his  inability  to  carry  through  his  proposed  measure  in 
favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  He  never  would,  there- 
fore, hear  these  insinuations  thrown  out  against  the  memory 
of  his  departed'  and  revered  friend,  without  rising  to  repel 
them,' and  to  contradict  as[>ersions  so  injurious  to  his 
fame.  ^ 

Tke  Tjord  Chancellor  began  by  adverting  to  the  slate* 
ment  of  Lord  Doooughmore,  who,  be  was  convinced,  had 
been  misunderstood  by  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Redesdale), 
and  said  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  ever  had,  or  ever 
would  consider  this  merely  as  a.  question  of  time  ;  his  ob- 
jections were  of  a  different  nature,  and  whether  he  should 
be  accused  of  bigotry  or  not,  he  would  never  shrink  from 
^avpwin^  tfaem.  Many  unfortunate  controversies  on  this 
mibiect  nad  taken  place  out  of  doors,  and  many  expressions 
bad  been  nsed  that  night,  which  he  deeply  regretted.  The 
noUe  Lord  (Grenvillef  had  lamented  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  had  not  been  adopted  in  1801,  and  had  asserted 
that  Mr.  Pitt  was  decidedly  favourable,  ^t  that  period,  to 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  and  that  affection  for  his  me- 
mory, alone,  prompted  him  to  state  this  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. He  believed  he  himself  entertained  as  warm  an  at- 
tachment to  the  memory  of  that  great  Man,  and  had  shewn 
it  as  fully  as  the  noble  Lord.  He  did  not  know  whether  he 
was  sufficiently  in  the  confidence  of  the  Cabinet  in  180l» 
but  neither  then,  nor  at  any  subsequent  time,  in  all  his  va- 
rious conversations  with  the  distin&uished  Person,  now  no 
more,  had  he  been  able  to  learn  ^om  him  what  were  ihc 
securities  in  his  mind  against  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  removal  of  the  Catholic  exclusions.  (J  laugh 
from  the  OpposiHo%bench.)    Noble  lords  might  laugh ;  he 
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was  glad,  however,  that  be  possessed  the  qaallty  of  not 
being  easily  put  out  of  humour.  The  House  was  told  la^t 
year,  by  the  advocates,  themselves,  of  the  Catholics,  that 
in  yielding  to  their  .chiim^,  fnnny  safej^uards  must^be  pre- 
viously provided.  He  denied  the  possibility  of  discovering 
and  estsmlishing  these  safeguards  ;  the  veto  itself  had  beea 
refused  to  be  conceded.  (H.ear!  hearl)  God  forbid  'that  . 
he  should  ever  be  disposed  to  withhold  privileges  which 
might  be  safely  communicated.  But  the  point  to  be  now 
decided  was  how  far  it  was  safe  to  grant  them,  or  o)>en  the 
way  to  consequences,  the  end  6f  which  it  was  impossible  to 
predict.  The  effect  of  going  into  a  Committee  might  be 
/either  to  awaken  hopes  which  never  could  be  realized,  or 
to  excite  fears  and  jealousies  which  tiever  could  be  allaye^. 
He  would  ask  wh^t  securities  were  in  the  contemplation  q( 
those  ivho  supported  the  motfon  for  a  Committee,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Established  Church  ?  He  felt  a  great  respect 
for  the  noble  Lord  who  opened  the  debate  ;  but  whea 
looking  as  a  lawyer  into  the  Statute  3ook,  or  when  perusing  • 
}iis  prayer  book,  he  could  no(  accept  his  doctrine  of  the 
British  Constitution  upon  the  consideration  merely  that  it 
was  the  doctrine  either  of  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.*  Fox.  Did  noble 
Lords  recollect  the  causes  of  the  Revolution  in  1688? 
That  Revolution  was  brought  about  in  consequence  of  those 
very  tenets  atid  doctrines,  the  existence  of  which  was  now 
denied.  (Hear!  hear!)  For  the  firsC  time  he  had  al$o 
heard  this  night  the  King's  supremacy  controverted.  This 
was  a  new  opinion,  and  the  most  surprising  of  all  that  hafi 
been  urged  on  this  or  on  former  occasions.  He  differed 
widely  from  the  reverend  Prelate  in  bis  conclusipns  from 
the  quotations  he  had  cited,  and  would  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  he  would  give  that  reverend  Prelate,  if  he  desired  if, 
page  for  page  in  support  of  his  opinions.  When  he  re- 
minded the  House,  then,  that  the  oqly  safeguard  ever  prQ- 
posed  or  divined  was  the  veto,  aqd  that  this  vetq  had  been 
>vithheld,  was  he  nqt  warranted  when  h^  affirmed,  that  he 
Stood  oil  the  strong  ground  of  the  principle  of  the  Revoh;- 
tion-r-of  that  Revolution  whiph  was  made  fpr  the  preserva- 
lion  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  that  it  migh^  be  handed 
down  to  posterity — when,  he  opposed  a  measure  Yf\}'\ch  ajW 
fe,cted  to  ^Im  at  every  thing,' but  in  fact  looked  lo  r/qthing 
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Thne  were  the  groaods  on  which  he  should  oppose  the 
moiiooy  and  he  was  satisfied  with  having  fairlj  stated 
them. 

Lor^  HotUnd  fMy  concurred  in  the  definitioD  of  (he 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  nature  of  civil  and  religioua 
rights.  They  belonged  naturally  to  all  classes,  and  when 
withbeldp  the  onus  probandi  lay  not  on  those  to  whom  tber 
were  denied,  but  on  those  by  whom  they  were  refused* 
Upon  this  principle,  then, all  parties  were  agreed;  and  be 
Was  glad  of  it,  because  it  was  one  on  which  he  had  often 
been  misunderstood.  And,  indeed,  altliough  he  certainly 
thought  that  the  discussion  of  abstract  rights  was  generally  U> 
be  avoided,  yet  there  were  occasions,  and  this  was  one, 
when  an  understanding  and  concurrence  in  fundamental 

!>rinciples  were  indispensablv  oecetoary.  The  noble  and 
earned  Lord  had  founded  himself  upon  the  Revolution ; 
he  believed  that  if  his  education  had  not  been  of  that  m^ 
ture  as  to  enable  him  to  cope  with  that  noble  Lord  in  all  the 
depths  of  legal  knowledge  and  research,  it  had  at  least  dis- 
posed him  to  regard  with  an  admiration  surpassed  by  none, 
that  ^reat  and  glorious  event.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had,  in  bis  obftervations,  libelled  the  character  of  the  Revo* 
lution,  and  entirely  misrepresented  the  causes  that  produced 
It.  {Heart  hear  I)  What!  was  it  to  be  said  that  itori^- 
nated  in  a  dispute  between  contending  sects  ?  Was  it  in- 
deed to  be  traced  even  to  the  question  of  a  Catholic  or  a 
Protestant  King  ?  No,  very  far  from  it.  It  was  a  great 
struggle  between  tyranny  on  the  one  hand  and  freedom  on 
the  other — it  was  a  contest  between  king  and  people. 
\Hcar !)  Let  the  issue  be  searched  for  in  the  Bill  of  niglUs, 
nrhich  gave  the  death-blow  to  that  famous  doctrine,  that 
the  interests  of  the  governed  were  secondary  and  subordi- 
nate to  the  interests  of  the  governors.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  (Redesdale),  however,  whose  legal  habits 
might  have  rendered  his  conclusions  more  correct,  had 
ventured  to  assert,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Test  Act  would 
overturn  the  Bill  of  Rights.  He  challeoeed  him  to  shew 
it.  Did  he  remember,  that  at  the  time  of  ^he  passing  that 
Act,  a  motion  was  made  to  prohibit  any  future  alterations 
in  its  provisions,  and  that  this  motion  was  lost  by  a  large 
majority  ?  or  had  be  forgotteUi  that  when  the  Union  itself 
was  under  discussion,  a  proposal  to  make  the  Test  Act  a 
(art  of  the  Union,  was  likewise  rejected  f  The  noble  Lord 
said  that  alt  the  essential  parts  of  our  Coastitutioa 
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w«f0  Protestant,  and  that  it  had  been  aecured  by  the  Teat 
Act.— Diiriag  this  long  struggle,  therefore,  which  had  taken 
place  in  this  ooontry  between  Catholic  and  Protestant,  it 
was  not  till  the  passing  the  Test  Act  that  the  country  had  a 
Constitution.  (Hear!  hear  I)  The  reasons  of  the  noble' 
lord  against  the  motion  for  a  Committee,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the  best  arguments  for  it ;  and  nothing  could  be  more 
unreasonable  than  to  require  all  the  details  which  might  be 
there  entered  into,  to  be  laid  before  them  as  a  preliminary 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee.  The  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  second  in  the  debate,  objected  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding  by  petition.  Was  not  this  proceeding  then  the 
unalienable  right  of  the  subjects  of  the  empire  ?  The  noble 
Lord  said  also;  that  the  present  was  an  improper  time^  and 
that  at  another  period  his  objections  might  be  removed. 
He  (Lord  Holland)  was  apprehensive,  however,  that  in  thua 
wishing  for  more  time,  he  was  anticipating  an  opportunity 
of  finding  out  some  better  .arguments  on  the  same  side^ 
than  those  which  he  had  urged  that  night.  (A  laugh) 
The  nojbie  and  learned  lord  (RedesdaleX  although  he  had 
carried  his  warmth  to  an  excess,  had  evidently  misuoder* 
stood  his  noble-  friend  (Lord  Donoughmorc),  who  had 
never  iutendedto  aecnse  him  of  partiality  in  his  judicial 
duties.  In  that  noble  Lord's  remarks  on  ^be  Treaty  of  Li« 
merick,  he  must  say,  that  however  warm  a  foe  he  might  be 
to  his  Holiness  the  Pope,  he  doubled  if  that  Pontiff  had 
ever  proved  himself  a  greater  enemy  to  oaths  and  treaties 
than  the  noble  Lord  himself.  What  did  the  historj'  and 
result  of  that  treaty  prove,  but  that  the  Irish  Catholics,  after 
surrendering  their  last  hope,  had  been  wronged  of  the  con- 
ditions in  their  favonry^  upon  the  flimsy  pretence,  that  the 
sanction  of  Parliament  was  wanting  to  them  ?  Without  re* 
ferring  to  the  supposed  declarations  of  individuals,  or  to  any 
implied  pledge,  be  felt  himself  justified  bv  an  appeal  to  the 
letter  of  the  Statute  of  the  Union.  He  bad  been  the  first 
to  press  the  claim  of  the  Cai holies  on  the  attention  of  the 
House  after  that  event,  and  was  then  told  by  several  noble 
Lords,  that  be  had  produced  no  petitions  to  shew  that  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  people  at  lar^.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  said,  that  be  never  could  extract  from  Mr.  Pitt 
his  opinions  as  to  the  securities  required.  But  the  noble 
Lord  would  surely  not  consider  the  silence  of  Mr.  Pitt  to 
his  inquiries,  as  evidence  against  his  declarations  and 
avowed  opinions  lit  different  periods.  (Hear,  hear!)   As  to 
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safeguarfls,  it  woqM  be  mmt  abtaid  lo  go  ia  searcb  of 

SoeftioDS  for  controveray  even  before  the  House  bad  aigDt-* 
ed  or  exprcned  any  deposition  to  poncestioo.    The  noMcr 
and  learned  Lord  would  have  done  better  in  proving  this  %f^ 
be  a  question  of  theology,  than  in  sneering  at  the  reverenci 
Prelate  for  stating  that  he  considered  it  merely  a  political 
one.  (Hratfkear!)  The  noble  LfOrd  was  aatoniabed  that 
the  King*s  supremacy  should  have  been  said  to  be  not  uni- 
versally acknowledged  in  this  country.     Did  he  forf;et  or 
overlook  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  in  which  it  was  a  fundaf 
mental  doctrine  to  di-ny  that  supremacy?  {Heaty  ke^r, 
hear  I)    He  was  happy  to  find  that  noble  and  learned  Lord 
fio  well  versed  in  the  Prayer- booki  and  as  he  said  be  looked 
for  Catholic  tenets  in  the  decrcea  of  Catholic  Councils,  he 
begged  to  ask  him  whether  he  bad  never  discovered  any 
thing  in  the  Prayer* book  hostile  to  the  Bill  of  Rights  i    He 
believed  that  it  %Vould  be  impotsiblt  to  discover  any  thing 
more  destructive  of  political  liberty  than  the  hoa»ilietlii  the 
Bishops*  book|  in  which,  nmon^  many  other  similar  senti- 
nentSy  it  is  declared  that  the  Kingia  the  vice-^reotof  God 
on  earth.     A  decree  of  the  University  of  Oxfoid  might  be 
oiiotedt  in  which  it  is  promulgated,  that  whoever  should* 
deny  this,  should  be  guilty  of  blasphemy.     Why  then 
search  musty  records  for  the  decrees  olantient  councils,  and 
apply  them  to  modern  circumstances?  (Hear*  hear  I) — It 
was  curious'  to  note  the  different  expedients  emplored  al* 
different. periods  to  put  down  Popery.     In  Henry  Vlll.ls 
time  it  was  by  bnriMng,  a  practice  wKicb  prevailed  some 
time  and  a^  length  in  Charles  It/s  reiffn,  exclusion  was 
resorted  to.    A  protest  signed  by  Lord  Shaftesbury  and 
many  odicrs^  was  entered  against   the  Test  Act,  which 
protest  stated,  that  a  seat  in  that  Bouse  was  so  **  sacrosanct 
a  right,"  that  no  Government  could  interfere  to  take  it 
away.    The  debates  iu  the  Lords  on  this  subject  were  con- 
ducted with  disgraceful  heat  and  acrimony*  and  the  Com- 
mons'even  proceeded  to  blows.    TIte  {grossest  absurdities 
were  there  uttered »  and  cheered  as  the  ground-woik  of  a  su- 
perstructure worthv  of  it.     But  it  was  now  said  the  object 
of  continuing  thi$  law  is  to  guard  us  from  a  foreign  poivier. 
Even  liL-re,  however,  there  were  more  eats  than  coula  catch 
mice,  fur  the  lest  imposed  required  a  disavowal  of  any  belief 
in  transubstantiatlou.  (Hear!)  Hesliould  beglad  to  know 
if  any  of  the  noble  Lords,  the  champions  of  the  Church, 
would  bave  ventured  to  propose  this  test  to  Heury  VUL 
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The  whole  history  of  the  test  laws  retuinded  him  of  a- farce 
io  which  a  physician  is  applied  tb«  to  prescribe  for  an  ostler^ 
and^  inquirlog  what  had  been  done  yeisterday,  is  told  that 
the  horses  on  the  left  had  been  bled,  and  those  oxi  the  right 
had  been  purged.     ^^  Ohl  theD>  said  he^  ^' bleed  those oti 
ihe  right,  and  purge  those  on  the  left.'*  {J  laugh.)    He 
must  DOW  beg  leave  to  soy  a  few  words  with  respect  to  the 
time,  and  in  support  of  bis  own  opinion  that  the  present 
was  most  proper,  was  most  advisable.    For  twelve  yeart 
aiany  who  had  professed  theniMelves  frienda  to  the  GathoJic 
claimSt  bad  as  uniformly  opposed  them  on  the  ground  of 
the  unfitness  of  the  time  whenever  they  were  advanced. 
He  knew  this  w^3  a  subject  of  delicacy^  but  the  period 
might  come  when  it  would  be  roughly  handled  if  too  long 
de^rred«     Greatly  did  he  rejoice  at  our  victoriea  in  Por- 
tugal ;  but  if»  instead  of  his  brHiiant  achievemenls,  Lord 
Wellington  had  been  jiinder  the  necessity  of  i'e«embarking 
his  army,  what  might  have  been  now  our  situation »   the 
French  having  possession  of  Cadiz,  of  Lisbon,  of  Ferrol ; ' 
and  ii^ith  how  much  less  grace  and  dignity  might  :we  have 
foaud  >t  necessiiry  to  concede  the  claims  of  the  Catbolictj 
tjian  at  the  present  mpmeut,  when  no  misconatructioo  could 
be  pot  upon  the  boon  f'^Hear,  hear  I)    If  there  was  one 
criterioil  more. certain  than  another  of  the  truth  of  hnmaa 
jndgQienta^.it  was  to  be  found  by  pkicing  ourselves  in  other 
c^rQUQistances  and  in  other  times.    What,  he  would  ask, 
were  the  sentiments  of  Ministers  on  learning  that,  by  a  large 
majority^  the  Cortes  had  refused  to  appoint  a  British  officer 
)yhh  a  command  over  Estremadura,  and  adjoining  pro* 
vinces  ?     Did  tfaey  not  exclaim,  what  strange  and  extra* 
vagant  notions  P    Did  they  not  vent  their  surprise,  thai  any 
set  of  men,  at  a  crisis  so  big  with  their  fate,  should  be  so 
stupidly  bigoted  as  to  apprehend  any  danger  to  their  religion 
from  the  appointment ot  Lord  Wellington?  (Heart) 


Mutato  nomine^ 


De  te  fabula  narratur. 

Doubtless  the  Ministers  had  condemned  the  anfoinided  and 
ridiculous  alarms  of  the  Spaniards  in  South  America,  and 
had  said  in  their  hearts,  that  alt  this  might  Jiave  been  well  in 
the  reign  of  Philip  IL,  but  was  most  extravagant  and  ab« 
surd  in  the  circumstances  of  the  present  period.  Let  the 
.  House  then  take  this  vital  question  into  calm  and  dispas* 
saonate  consideration ;  let  them  remember  the  recorded  sen* 
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tsnent  of  Mr.  Burke,  that  ^'  no  free  CootdtiitiOD  coold  erer 
be  Mipported  by  exelunont;  tooner  or  later  the  Gorem* 
iBeDl  most  deftroy  thepS)  or  ibey  will  destroy  the  Govern* 
nent.**  For  hi*  own  part  he  would  not  hesitate  to  avow, 
that  if  be  did  not  enioy  in  as  large  a  degree  aa  bis  felbw* 
sabjects  all  the  privileges  of  the  Constitution,  akhoogh  he 
should  eertainly  feel  it  his  doty  to  ^ve  it  his  support,  it 
would  be  with  less  attachment,  and  with  very  different  f<Kl- 
logs  from  those  which  now  actuated  him. 

Lord  WiUmorelamd  said,  that  until  a  distinct  plan  was  * 

E'  revioosly  laid  beft>re  their  Lordships,  stating  the  secnritiea 
y  which  the  integrity  of  the  £stabiisbed  Church  was  to  be 
naintained,  he  thought  it  prematore  to  ask  their  Lordships 
to  go  mto  a  Committee. 

Lord  Moira^  in  a  short  speech,  supported  the  motion; 
be  said  that  in  all  that  had  been  urged  that  night  by  the 
noble  Lords  who  opposed  it,  he  bad  not  beard  one  new  ob- 
jection.started,  and  in  the  old  ones  that  had  been  repeatedj 
not  one  argument.  It  bad  been  said  by  one  noble  Lord, 
that  the  lrt%  Catholics  were  not  generaliv  anxious  for  the 
object,  now  claimed  in  their  beh^f.  He  knew  not  why 
tbeir  own  petitions  should  not  be  admitted  as  evidence  of 
their  sincere  and  constant  wish  upon  that  subject ;  but  in* 
dependent  of  that  evidence,  was  it  to  be  pretended  that  it 
was  in  human  nature  to  be  indifferent  to  persecution,  uo« 
less,  indeed,  noble  Lords  would  argue  as  did  a  fox«honter, 
in  whose  company  he  once  heard  an  argument  against  the 
cruelty  of  hunting.  The  fox*huoter  admitted  that  the 
bnotiog  of  hare  or  deer  was  cruel,  but  that  of  foxes  was  not 
so,  because,  in  his  judgment,  the  fox  liked  to  be.  bunted. 
(A  iMtgh.)  He  denied  the  necessity  of  that  previous  stipu* 
lation  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  which  had  been  con* 
fended  for :  the  Catholics  came  before  their  Lordships^  not 
as  Catholics  but  as  British  subjects,  to  claim  their  share  in 
British  rights,  and  the  bufden  of  proving  them  unfit  for 
such  share  lay  on  those  who  opposed  tbeir  claim  to  it* 
(Hearl  heart)  The  Act  of  Toleration  had  been  relied 
upon ;  bnt  what  was  that  Act  but  a  rec^uition  of  right  ?— » 
Another  objection  had  been  to  the  time.  He  thought  that 
the  work  of  conciliation  could  not  be  entered  upon  too 
early*  It  was  too  of  all  things  desirable,  if  the  claims 
of  tile  Catholics  were  to  be  acceded  to,  that  they  should  be  • 

{^ranted  as  the  gift  of  our  justice  rather  than  as  extorted 
roffi  our  necessities.    As  to  any  danger  to  be  apprehended 
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aB  resulting  from  those  concessions  to  the  Establishkl 
Churchy  he  thought  that  such  an  apprehension  was,  of  all 
others,  the  most  idle.  He  looked  opon  the  Established 
Church  as  holding  forth  the  best  standard  of  religious  free- 
dom ;  and  he,  as  a  sincere  admirer  of  that  establishment, 
vrould  be  the  last  man  to  support  what  he  conceived  to  he 
likelji  in  its  remotest  consequences,  to  injure,  much  less 
endanger  it«  '  The  modon  of  his  noble  friend  should  have 
his  most  cordial  support. 

Earl  Grey  said  that  he  was  confident  their  Lordships 
would  acquit  him  of  any  intention  at*that  late,  hour,  and 
after  such  a  debate  as  they  had  heard>  of  rising  to  add  any 
thing  to  reasoning  or  observations  wbich  had  been  urged  in 
support  of  the  present  motion.     He  rose  for  no  such  pur* 
pose.    All  that  he  might  have  originally  intended  to  have 
uiged  that  ni^ht  had  been  so  completely  forestalled  by  the 
most  convincing  and  eloquent  speech  of  his  noble  friend 
who  had  opened  the  debate,  and  by  those  noble  Lords  who 
followed  on  the  same  side,  that  there  was  nothiilg  now  1^ 
to  him  (Lord  Grey),  but  to  re-assert  bis  entire  concurrence 
in  their  sentiments.— He  differed  from  the  observations  of 
the  noble  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  respectitig  the  Revolu« 
tion.    He  denied  that  the  principle  of  that  glorious  Revolu* 
tion  was  one  of  mere  exclusion^  on  the  ground  of  religious 
jealousies,  or  establishine  upon  any  such  narrow  ground 
the  connexion  between  Church  aqd  State ;  the  grand  prin<* 
ciple  was  equal  rights  and  privileges  to  all  their  fellow  sub« 
jects    (Htarl)    Mr.  Pitt's  name  and  authority  had  been 
resorted  to  frequently  throughout  the  debate;  he. thought  th<tt 
some  of  the  noble  Lords  who  had  appeared  most  anxious 
to  support  the  memory  of  their  deceased  friend,  had  not 
.  been  very  happy  in  their  manner  of  doing  so.    One  nobl^ 
Lord  h^  stated,  that  the  public  motive  generally  assit^ned 
for  Mr*  Pitt's  retirement  from  office  in  1801,  was  not  the 
private  motive  wbich  had  really  actuated  him,  wbiie  an« 
other  noble  Lord  had  declared  that  he  never  could  learn 
from  Mr.  Pitt  what  were  the  grounds  and  securities  which 
he  had  proposed  to  him^^^elf  lu  the  best  means  for  preserv- 
ing the  established  Church  from  all  danger.     What  in(e« 
rence  did  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  draw  from  .this? 
With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  question  respecting  tho 
Vito^he  should  only  say  that  that  question  might  be  in 
itself  a  sufficient  warning  to  others,  not  to  be  too  ready  to 
submit  plans  upon  the  subject  before  they  had  gone  into 
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the  CoiDinictee.  At  to  what  had  been  said  with  re^rd  to  the 
daiiDsofthe  English  Caiholics  not  having  been  repeated 
thia  year,  he  had  to  acquaint  the  Houte,  that  it  han  been 
left  by  tiiat  respected  bodj  to  his  discretion,  to  deiermiae 
whether  or  not  to  present  their  |)etition  that  Session ;  but 
af  thi^  he  could  assure  their  Lordships,  that  the  English 
Catholics  felt  common  cause  with  the  Irish  Catholics,  and 
were  most  cordial  weiUwishers  to  the  success  of  the  present 
petition.  But  he  now  came  to  that  which  he  confessed  was 
the  chief,  if  not  the  sole  cause  oF  his  having  (ben  risen  to 
trespass  upon  their  Lortiships.  He  had  listened  to  certain 
oHservations  in  the  speech  of  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  (Re- 
dcsilale)  with  the  greatest  pain.  {Hearl  keari)  He  assured 
the  noble  Lord  he  had  acted  under  a  great  misconception. 
He  had  listened  %vtth  every  possible  attention  to  the  speech 
of  his  noble  friend  (Donoughmore) ;  it  was  indeed  a  speech 
that  commanded  attention;  and  he  would  venture  to  det 
clarei  that,  throughout  it»  there  whs  not  a  word  to  vrarrant 
the  misapprehension  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  (Hear !) 
He  trusted  that  the  noble  aiid  learned  Lord  would  gladly 
seixe  an  opportunity  to  explain  expressions,  that  could  have 
dropped  from  him  onlv  under  the  false  apprehension  of  a 
▼ery  nea vy  charge.  ( lifar  !  hear  /> 
.  Lord  AetUida/c  thanked  the  noble  Earl  for  the  handsome 
manner  of  his  interposition.  He  had  certainlv  imagined 
that  the  iMible  Lord  (Donoughmore)  had  made  a  strong 
allusion  to  the  clischarffc  of  his  judicial  duties,  when  in  a 
/  judicial  station  in  Irefand;  but  when,  in  answering  that 
aupposed  charge,  he  had  said  that  many  of  the  Irish  Cathor 
lies  themselves  could  prove  it  to  be  fal^e  and  unjust,  nothing 
was  more  distnnt*from  his  intention  than  to  impute  to  the 
'  nobie  Earl  (Donoughmore)  atiy  design  of  knowingly  pye- 
fenring  against  him  (Lord  R.)  a  charge  which  he  at  the 
san^  time  suspected  to  be  i^roundless.  {Hearl  hearl)  This 
he  h.id  never  intended  to  sny  ;  and  if  the  words  he  had  used 
had  *ziven  rise  to  such  noonstructioOibe  apologised  forha?^ 
inf'  liHrtd  them.     (Hearl) 

Lord  (I'rei/  coogratulaled  himself  and  the  House  upon 
the  proivpt  and  mgenuous  explanation  of  the  noble  and 
Ifarned  Lord.  (Hearl  hearl)  He  had  no  doubt  chat  his 
noble  friend  in  his  reply-would  meet  it  with  corresponding 
goo<l  **ill.     {Hearl  hturl) 

Tim  <*ry  f^r  rjiiestion  then  becoming  general—' 
ThtEarl  of  Donoughmore  said,  that  as  every  argument 
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ivhich  lie  had  already  offered  remained  unanswered,  and  as 
they  had  been  so  well  and  ably  confirmed  by  the  reasoning 
of  his  noble  friends  who  followed,  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to 
trouble  their  Lordships  with  any  reply.  With  respect  to  a 
matter  that  had  occurred  in  the  debate,  and  which  perso* 
Daily  alluded  to  him,  he  hoped  he  knew  too  well  what  he 
owed  to  those  who  had  honoured  him  with  the  high  trust 
reposed  in  him,  to  have  suffered  any  feelings  of  a  private 
nature  to  have  mixed  with  and  disturbed  the  discharge  of  a 

treat  public  duty.  {Hcarl  hear  I)  Nor  should  he  now 
aveat  all  alluded  to  the  circumstance  itself  in  that  place^ 
had  it  not  been  for  the  full  and  candid  explanation  just 
made  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  (Hear I  hearl)  lu* 
deed  when  the  noble  Lord  was  in  his  speech  adverting  tp 
what  had  fallen  from  him,  he  (Lord  Donoughmore)  per- 
ceiving be  was  rising  to  set  him  right,  was  on  the  point 
of  correcting  the  misconception,  when  a  term  fell  from  the 
jioble  and  learned.  Lord  which  he  (Lord  Donoughmore) 
thought  necessarily  closed  his  mouth.  He  had  certainly 
alluded  to  the  judicial  capacity  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  charging  him  with  a  cor- 
rupt administration  of  it,  but  merely  to  designate  him  when 
that  noble  and  learned  Lord  was  in  Ireland.  He  (Lord 
Donoughmore)  had  materially  differed  from  him  in  many 
of  his  political  principlesi  but  he  never  questioned  the 
purity  of  his  administration  of  justice.  (Hearl)  He  ex- 
pressed himself  satisfied  with  what  had  just  fallen  from  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  and  returned  his  acknowlede-> 
menu  td  their  Lordships  for  the  patient  attention  witn 
which  they  had  honoured  him.    (Hear !  hear !) 

The  House  then  divided  :— 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

I 

TVBBDAY,  JVVE   IB. 

Lvrd  Folkestone  presented  a  Petition  from  Mr.  W.  Dra- 
kard,  proprietor  of  the  coantr^  newspaper  called  the  Sloni- 
ford  Sewst  staling  tlie  hardship  of  his  case  in  having  beea 
prosecuted  for  a  libel,  for  the  insertion  of  an  ajticle  for 
Irhlch  the  proprietor  of  another  puper,  who  copied  the  same 
article  from  the  Stamford  New$y  had  previous  to  the  peti- 
tioner's trial  been  tried  for  a  libel,  and  nad  been  found  not 
guilty ;  and  also  stating  many  other  circumstances  of  hard- 
ship attending  his  case,  which  he  conceived  to  be  contrarr 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law,  and  praying  such- 
relief  as  the  House  might  tbmk  fit. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

¥11 IV ATE   BILLS. 

■ 

Mr.  Sham  Lefevre  moved  the  reading  of  the  standing 
orders  relative  to  Private  Bills.  The  several  Resolutions 
were  accordingly  read,  and  agreed  tOy  one  by  oae.  After 
which, 

Mr.  S,  Ijtfexrt  rose  and  said,  that  in  conseauence  of  the 
notice  he  had  ^iven  on  Saturday,  be  wovld  pr<>ceed  to 
move^-^'*  That  all  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  should  be  pre- 
sented  within  fourteen  days  after  the  first  Friday  fo  evety 
Session  of  Parliament,  in  the  next>  and  every  intuie 
,  Session.** 

Mr.  Rose  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  auch  ao 
order  madb  in  the  beglnnine  of  the  next  Session*    . 

The  Speaker  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He  ihougbt 
that  whatever  was  to  be  settled  as  a  rule  for  tpinsaciing  pri« 
vate  business  in  any  future  period*  should  be  done  by  a 
standing  order  of  a  former  Sesuoo*  If  a  day  for  a  liinita- 
.tion  of  lime  in  presenting  petitions  was  only  to  be  meptioned 
in  the  beginning  of  a  Session,  it  would  hardly  be  known  to 
the  people  before  the  end  of  it.  It  was  a  matter  of  die 
greatest  in»portance,  for  it  was  not  only  the  petitioners  wbo 
were  coneefned  in  it,  but  also  every  person  who  is  in  any 
wav  a^cted  by  the  Bill;  and  where  so  many  valuable 
rights  were  implicated,  it  was  itn possible,  to  be  too  strict  or 
too  particular  in  the  fixing  of  the  day. 

Mr.  S.  Lefevre  then  moved ^  that  all  the  standing  orders, 
letpecting  private  Bills  be  referred  to  a  CoBHaittee  lo  iik- 
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corporate  them  together;  and  revise  the  same.  Ordered, 
ond  a  Committee  was  immediatelv  named. 

DARTMOOR    PRISON. 

Mr.  Christie,  from  the  Transport  Board,  presented  at 
thenar  several  papers  relative  to  the  prisoners  in  Dartmoor 
prison. 

Mr.  'Hose  said  these  papers  were  presented  in  consequence 
•  of  a  noble  Lord  (Cochrane),  who  he.  was  sorry  not  to*  see 
then  in  his  place,  having  asserted,  that  the  prisoners  con- 
fined in  that  prison  had  died  thirty  and  forty  in  a  week. 
The  fact  was  quite  otherwise ;  for  at  no  time  but  one,  which 
was  about  two  years  ago,  had  there  been  any  extraordinary 
mortality  at#r^n^  the  prisoners.  'That  one  time  was  in  con- 
sequence of  bome  French  prisoners  being  sent  there,  who 
bad  been  landed  from  the  West  Indies,  and  who  brought 
over  with  them  an  infectious  disorder,  whieh  was  Iiowever 
by  skilful  medical  practice  subdued  in  about  a  fDrtnigbt^ 
and  the  prisoners  had  ever  since  been  remarkably  healthy. 
It  had  been  also  asserted  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  filth 
and  dirt  in  the  prison;  but  the  reverse  was  the  case,  and 
« there  was  a  stream  ran  through  the  prison  of  as  pure  water 
as  any  in  England. 

.  Mr.  Tt/rwhiti  spoke  to  the  same  effect,  and  assured  the 
House  there  was  not  in  the  country  a  healthier  place  than 
that  prison « 

Sir  C.  Pole  was  convihced  that  was  tlie  case,  for  out  of 
50,CXX>  prisoners  confined,  there  were  only  about  300 
sick. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  be  thought  the  nobje  Lord  who  had 
been  alluded  to,  would  not  have  made  such  an  assertiot^ 
without  having  some  grounds  for  it. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said  he  held  ia  his  hand  several  testimo- 
nials of  the  truth  of  what  bad  been  said  by  Mr.  Rose  and 
Mr.  Tyrwhitt.    The  papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

]3AST«INDIA  COMPANT. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  presented  a  Petition  from  Major  James 
Oliver,  late  of  Fort  St.  George,  stating  that  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  East-India  Company  in  1769,  and  continued 
in  it  thirty-six  years;  that  he  nad  been  in  fourteen  general 
actions— rat  the  reduction  of  twenty-four  forts,  many  of 
which  were  taken  by  assault — that  on  his  return  home  a  few 
years  ago,  from  ill  health,  complaints  had  been  preferred 
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mgainst  liim,  not  in  a  military,  but  a  civil  capacity,  and  be 
had  been  dismissed  the  service  without  any  trial — that  he 
could  not  obtain  a  hearing — and  he  thought  the  Court  of 
Daiectors  bad  assumed  inordinate  power.  He,  therefore, 
orayed  such  relief-  of  the  House  as  to  them  should  seem 
mting.  Mr.  Moore  moved  tha.t  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the 
table.    . 

Mr.  Wallace  said  the  Court  of  Directors  had  certainly  a 
right  to  dismiss  their  servants :  this  gentleman  was  charged 
with  having  been  engaged  in  commercial  transactions  while 
be  was  Governor  of  the  Molucca  Islands,  contrary  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Company.  He  had  also  before 
been  dismissed  for  lending  money  to  the  native  Princes  at 
the  usurious  interest  of  36  peV  cent.  >^ 

Mr.  IL  Montgomery  and  Mr,  Adam  each  said  a  few 

wordst 

Mr.  A$UU  said  the  petitioner  bad  been  repeatedly  ac- 
cused and  convicted  of  offences  against  the  rules  and  regu* 
lations  of  the  Company. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said  be  understood  that  during  the  four- 
teen months  the  petitioner  was  Governor  of  the  Moluccas, 
'  be  bad  reduced  tne  Company's  expenoes  1,140^000  dollars, 
and  he  was  now  in  a  starving  state. 

Jhe  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  op  the  table. 

COBPOEAL  PUNISHMENTS  IN  THE  AEMr. 

Sir  F.  Burdttt  rose  to  make  the  motion  of  which  be  had 

fiven  notice,  respecting  corporal  punishments  in  the  army, 
le  said,  the  subject  had  for  several  years  weighed  and 
pressed  upon  his  mind,  and  he  at  length  determined  to 
bring  it  forward  to  the  Hodse;  but  having,  from  time  to 
time,  heard  from  several  gentlemen,  high  in  the  army,  that 
dovernment  had  an  intention  to  abolish  it,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  withhold  from  making  any  motion,  wishing  rather 
that  the  measure  should  voluntarily  flow  ffom  them,  thni| 
that  it  should  be  adopted  from  the  interference  of  that 
House.  It  had  been  said,  at  the  time  of  passing  the  Mu- 
tiny Act,  that  a  clause  would  be  introduced,  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  abolishing  this  scandalous  punishment  by 
degrees;  but  having  found  from  the  clause  in  the  Local 
Militia  Act,  that  was  not  the  case,  he  thought  it  was  his 
duty  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  coining  down  to  the  House, 
%o  give  a  notice  on  the  subject;  and  he  had  only  brought 
fppvard  the  case  of  Taylor  as  an  it)stance  of  what  was  qet 
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cessary  to  be  done.  Finding,  however,  that  the  case  of  a 
Local. Militiannan  did  not  perhaps  sufBciently  apply  to  the 
case  of  the  general  adoption  of  this  punidbment  in  the  main 
body  of  the  army,  h^  had  given  up  that  case,  and  thought 
it  best  to  proceed  on  the  motion  which  he  should  have  the 
honour,  before  he  sat  down,  to  subn^it  to^  the  House.  There 
were  other  reasons  which  urged  him  much  to  come  forward 
with  it.  The  press  had  been  treated  with  uncommon  seve- 
rity on  account  of  mentioning  the  disgraceful  punishment 
of  flogging  our  soldiere. '  Very  severie  sentences  had  been 
passed  on  two  public  writers  for  having  said  that  these  de- 
grading punishments  in  our  army  bad- 
Sir  Af.   Wood  spoke  to  order,  and  was  proceeding  to 

comment  on  the  speech  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett 

-  Mr,  Brougham  spoke  to  6rder,  and  said,  if  the  honour- 
able Baronet  who  spoke  last  was  allowed  to  proceed  in  that 
way,  he  should  move  that  the  debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Speaker  said,  Sir  M.  Wood  had  not  shown  any 
thing  to  prove  the  honourable  Baronet,  whom  he  had  inter- 
rupted,,was  out  of  order:  he  must  do  that,  and  not  com- 
Qient  on  the  honourable  Baronet's  speech. 

Sir  M.  Wood  then  moved  that  the  gallery  be  cleared. 
[The  GaUery  was  then  ordered  to  be  cleared  ;  but  when 
most  of  the  strangers  had  withdrawn,  in  consequence  of  the 
motion  not  being  persisted  in;  they  were  re*admitted.] 

Sir  Francis.  Burdfttt  (on  our  re-admission  into  the  Gal- 
lery) was  speaking  on  the  motion  of  which  he  hnd  given 
liotice.  In  the  view  that  he  took  of  this  subject,  he  was 
sanctioned  ,by  the  opinions  of  m^ny  general  officers,  and 
persons  who  had  eminently  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
service  of  their  country.  Many  of  those  officers  not  only 
agreed  with  him  in  theory,  but  had  proved  in  practice,  and 
in  the  discipline  of  their  corps,  that  the  system  of  flogging 
is  not  essential  to  the  discipline  of  the  £nglish  army,  muV 
that  it  was  as  unnecessary  as  it  was  cruel  and  dis6:raceful. 
Among  the  many  bright  examples  of  officers  that  knew 
how  to  maintain  proper  discipline  in  their  regiments  with- 
out flogging,  he  thought  it  would  be  injustice  not  to  men- 
tion the  illustrious  name  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester,  who  for  the  hist  three  years  lind  kept  hi'? 
regiment  in  a  high  stale  of  discipline  without  having  re- 
course to  flogging  ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  his  conduct 
in  this  respect  did  eqnal  credit  to  his  abilities  as  an  officer, 
ms  it  did  to  tire  amiahle  qualities  of  his  heart,    lie  was  sorry 
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to  be  obliged  to  state  another  most  remarkable  instance  of 
the  ineiBcacy  of  porsaing  an  opposite  line  of  conduct.  He 
must  say  that  the^  15th  regiment  oFclragoons  was  a  regi- 
ment long  distinguished  lor  its  efficiency  in  the  field,  and 
for  its' penceuble,  mcxlest,  and  |>roper  denieanour  in  every 
respect,  before  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  Cumber' 
land  got  the  command  of  it.  Until  that  time,  punishments 
of  this  nature  had  seldom  been  known  in  it;  and  it  was  a 
melancholy  thing  to  state,  that  more  cruel  punishments  took 

{>lace  within  a  verv  few  months  after  th^-  Duke  of  Cumber- 
nnd  wasfippointeJio  the  command,  than  had  taken*p1aee 
in  thnt  regiment  ever  since  ilie  period  of  the  seven  years* 
war,  down  to  the  time  in  which  he  had  got  the  commftod 
of  it.  The  excellent  pamphlet  of  Sir  Kobeit  Wilson  upon 
this  subject,  wus,  as  ne  8upp»)sed,  in  the  hands  of  everv 
Member;  and  therefore  he  should  content  himself  with 
stating,  generally,  that  that  giillant  and  distingbisbed  ofii* 
cer  most  decidedly  reprobated  the  system  of  f)<>:{ging«  lie 
understood,  also,  that  the  present  Commander-in-Chief 
wished,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  to  get  rid  of  this  ignomi- 
nioDs  and  cruel  mode  of  punishment ;  an<l  he  must  do  him 
the  justice  to  say,  that  he  uiiderstaod  that  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  own  regiment  a  very  mild  system  of  disciphne 
had  always  been  pursued.  He  thoiit;ht  it  would  be  also  do- 
ing injustice  to  the  known  humanity  and  benevolent  nature 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  not  to  suppose 
that  heaUo  felt  alive  to  the  8ufterin2;s  oi^uur  brave  soldiers, 
and  that  heaUo  would  be  very  anxious  lo  free  them  from 
the  degrading  and  cruel  punishments,  to  which  they  are 
now  expobed.  He  therefore  by  no  means  thought  the  im- 
probability of  succeeding  in  tliis  object  was  as  great  as  it 
appenred-to  many  men.  He  would  mention,  also,  a  militia 
regiment  i^liich  had  been  commanded  hy  Lord  Euston^ 
now  Duke  of  Grafton.  This  regiment  had  long  been  con- 
sidered as  a  pattern  regiment,  and  many  other  officers  en- 
dcavoiirerl  in  vain,  by  the  severity  of  pimishments,  to  make 
tli'.ir  rr;:XHnents  equal  to  it;  and  yet  Lord*  Euston  brought 
Ins  rri^'unent  to  this  perfection  without  having  recourse  to 
iiogf^inii^.  The  instrument  called  a  cat-o'-nine-tails  was  not 
kiHAvn  by  the  drummers  of  that  rciyment.  When  persons 
of  s'lch  rank  and  acknowlcdL»e(l  merit  as  he  had  mentioned, 
had  proved  hy  practice  thnt  the  i>est  discipline  can  be  kept 
lip  in  iJK*  Jinny  without  floi^g*nir,  he  conceived  himself  en- 
titled to  statCj  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  British  army,  in 
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every  point  of  view^  if  the  example  and  authority  of  sach 
men  were  generally  followed.  In  the  cases  that  .he  should 
think  it  necessary  to  state  to  the  House,  he  derived  his  infor- 
mation fit>m  persons  who  were  in  situations  that  gi^ve  then)  ' 
the  means  of  knowing,  and  of  whose  veracity  be  bad  Ao 
doubt.  He  did  not  ibiuk  it  .proper  to  name  bis  authorities 
in  the  first  instance,  although  many  of  them  had  given  him 
permission  so  to  do.  He  considered  that  namipg/thetn 
now,  might  possibly  do  injury  to  those  individuals  without 
being  of  any  public  advantage;  but  if  the  House  had  granted 
an  inquiry^  he  would  certainly  have  brought  them  iocward 
as  witnesses  to,  prove  the  statements  he  should  now  make* 
He  had  been  informed  by  a  surgeon  of  a  regiment,  that  a 
man  under  his  care  who  nad  a  defect  in  his  sight,  had  lite- 
rally  been  flogged  for  being  blind*  {Murmurs  from  the 
Ministerial  benches.)  The  case  was  this:  the  surgeon  who 
gave  him  the  information  was  a  young  man  at  the  time,  but 
this  soldier  had  been  under  his  care,  and  had  even  under- 
gone many  painful  operations  for  the  defect  of  sight,  which 
he  was  convinced  was  natural.  This  case,with  many  othert?^ 
was  referred  to  a  senior  surgeon,  who  was  a  hasty  and  care- 
less man.  His  report  was,  that  there  was  nothing  the  mat-  ' 
ter  with  his  sight,  th^t  it  was  all  a  pretence  to  avoid  duty, 
and  that  he  was  (to  use  a  term  be  did  not  understand)  a 
malingerer  (maligner)«  Theyoutig  surgeon  finding  his  pro- 
fessional judgment  thus  impeached,  appealed  to  ibe  judg-' 
ment  of  another  surgeon  of  still  greater  practice,  who  co- 
incided with  him  that  the  defect  of  sight  was  real.  Never- 
theless the  man  was  brought  to  a  trial  by  court-martial  for 
being  a  ma///?gf r^r,  and  the  man  was  actually  condemned, 
and  did  receive  a  hundred  lashes.  When  the  surgeon  of 
superior  standing  afterwards  told  the  officers  that  tne  man 
really  had  a  natural  defect  .in  bis  sight,  the  answer  of 
one  of  them  was— *^  Weill  what  signifies  a  hundred  lashes 
to  a  man  of  his  description  ?*'  This  case  be  would  be  reqdy 
to  prove  if  an  inquiry  should  take  place.  Another  instance 
he  had  to  state  of  severity  of  punishment  was,  that  at  Gi- 
braltar, two  men  had  been  so  harassed  and  disgusted  with 
the  service^  that  to  get  rid  of  it  they  chopped  oflT,  each  of 
ih^m,  one  of  their  hands.  Instead  of  seining  their  object, 
anci  getting  rid  of  the  service,  they  first  received  a  severe 
punishment  for  this  oiTencej  and  after, they  had  so  received 
'their  punishments^  they  were  condemned  to  ek^  out  the  re- 
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mainder  of  their  lives  in  servile  employments^  and  no  soldier 
was  allowed  to  speak  to  them.  He  most,  however,  ask^ 
upon  this  cas^,  what  must  have  been  the  disgasts  wriich 
those  men  had  received,  to  induce  them  even  to  cut  their 
own  hands  off,  and  how  harassing  must  that  secvice  have 
been,  which  they  would  take  such  methods  of  endeavour- 
ing to  free  themselves  from  f  I'here  was  another  case  of  a 
soldier  of  70  years  of  age,  and  who  had  served  for  upwards 
of  50  years  with  great  credit  and  an  excellent  character. 
He  unfortunately  gut  a  little  in  liquor,  and  was  sentenced  to 
be  flogged.  In  vain  he  stated  his  length  of  service,  his 
never  having  been  before  sentenced  to  any  ignominious  pu- 
ni&bment,  his  wounds,  and  his  age.  The  answer  to  him 
was,  that  his  age  and  his  length  of  service  should  have 
made  him  know  better;  and  he  was  flogged.  The  very 
same  day,  another  soldier,  a  young  lad  of  l6,  was  con- 
demned for  some  impropriety  of  conciuct.  He  pleaded  his 
youth  and  inexperience:  but  he  was  answered,  that  on  that 
very  account  he  must  be  made  to  learn  his  duty;  so  that 
youth  or  age,  inexperience  or  long  and  faithful  services, 
were  urged  equally  to  no  purpose,  as  a  /mitigation  of  the 
severity  of  punishment.  Wheii  he  was  confined  in  the 
Tower,  he  was  unfortunately  an  eye-witness  of  the  severity 
of  the  punishments  that  were  inflicted  on  very  old  men  for 
trivial  offences.  One  of  those  whom  he  saw  flogged,  had 
been  thirty  years  in  the  army,  and  had  received  no  fewer 
than  seventeen  wounds  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Ic 
was,  indeed,  a  most  painful  sight  to  see  an  old  man,  whose 
breast  was  scarred  with  honourable  wounds,  having  his  back 
lacerated  with  ignominious  stripes  for  some  petty  offence. 
He  saw  another  old  soldier  flogged,  who  had  been  twenty- 
seven  years  in  the  service.  As  to  the  severity  and  cmeltj 
of  the  punishments,  he  could  not  have  bad  an  idea  of  it  if 
he  *had  not  been  an  eye-witness.  Great  as  the  corporeal 
suflTcring  must  be  in  such  cases,  he  thought  the  shame  and 
disgrace  of  it  was  still  worse.  There  were  but  few  persons 
who  knew  what  a  severe  instrument  of,  torture  the  eaf-o*- 
ninc'taiU  was.  *  Every  lash  inflicted  by  it  was»  more  pro- 
perly speaking,  nine  lashes.  These  were  pieces  of  whip- 
cord, not  such  as  gentlemen  used  to  their  horse^whips,  but 
each  of  them  as  thick  as  a  quill,  and  knotted.  This  dread- 
ful engine  of  torture  was  frequently  applied  by  the  strength 
of  fresh  men  relieving  each  other  until  human  nature  could 
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bear  no  more  sufTering ;  and  then,  if  pains  were  taken  to 
recover  the  unhappy  sufferer,  it  was  only  to  enable  him  to 
undergo  fresh  agony  and  farther  pain.  What  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  most  disgusting  thing  in  the  whole  transac- 
tion, was  (he  attendance  of  the  surgeon,  whose  business  ap- 
peared chiefly  to  be  to  detect  any  hngering  principle  of  llfo 
which  could  enable  the  man  to  undergo  more  torture;  and 
his  art  and  knowledge,  with  an  almost  impious  profanation 
of  the  healing  art,  was  exercised  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  renewing  the  faculty  to  bear  fresh  tortures.  He  really 
did  not  believe  that  in  the  description  the  poets  gave  of  Hell, 
there  were  any  tortures  equal  to  what  is  called  a  military 
punishmetit.  He  believed  the  principal  part  of  the  com- 
plaints of  the  Soldiers,  and  of  the  reasons  for  which  they 
were  flogged,  was,  that  they  were  often  dissatisfied  with  the 
manner  in  which  their  pay  and  what  was  called  •'•necessa- 
ries," were  furnished.  (The  honourable  Baronet  here  read 
an  extract  from  a  work  of  Major  James,  in  support  of  his 
opinion,  that  such  was  the  general  cause  of  discontents  in 
the  army,  and  miUtary  punishments.)  He  had  often 
thought,  that  if  instead  of  nothing  but  punishment  for 
oflences  however  slight,  soldiers  could  stand  before  a  court- 
martial  to  determine  what  rewards,  what  honours,  or  what 
increase  of  pay  they  were  entitled  to  for  gallant  services,  the 
army  would  get  on  much  better.  At  present,  the  system 
pursued  was  degrading  to  the  whole  army,  to  thai  officers 
who  ordered  and  witnessed  the  punishment,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  were  condemned  to  endure  it.  The  gentlemen 
in  this  country  are  thus  exposed  to  witness  what  no  other 
gentlemen  in  Europe  are  obliged  to  see.  These  severe  pu- 
nishments were  not  inflicted  for  serious  offences  only,  but 
on  the  most  trifling  matters  of  regulation  in  the  regiment. 
There  was  nothing  so  trivial  either  in  dress  or  equipment  for 
which  a  soldier  might  not  be  flogged.  Wtien  the  number 
of  desertions  which  took  place  every  year  was  considered, 
and  the  punishments  which  might  be  inflicted  for  such  de 
sertions,  he  calculated  that  five  millions  of  lashes  might  be 
annually  inflicted  on  this  account,  for  he  must  always  cal- 
culate every  lash  given  with  acat-o'-nine-tailsna  nine  lashes. 
We  often  neard  of  how  many  strokes  a  minute  was  given 
by  ft  steam-engine,  but  the  flogging  system  would  far  ex- 
ceed, in  this  respect,  any  powers  of  the  steam-engine.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  almost  every  experienced  officer,  that 
no  regiment,  or  no  soldier,  waSfever  corrected  by  those  ra i- 
Vol.ni.— 1811.  4F 
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,    .    i  luiits.    The  rcten  who  suffered   the  punUh- 
I     '  t ,  in  H  nitinncr,  driven  from  iheir  rank  in  exist- 

<  !•  ' ,  aial  atici  wards  appeared  heart-brokena  and  ashamed 
to  louk  (heir  comrades  in  the  face.     The  House  had  lately 
e.v]iici»sed  its  sympathy  for  Uie  sufTerincs  of  West-Indi^ 
sluvts,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  West  Indies  which 
could  1k'  at  all  compared*  for  cruelty,  .with  the  naanner  in 
which  the  English  soldiers  were  flogged.     How  painful  il 
must  be  to  their  feelings  when  they  marched  against  an 
enemy  whom  they  knew  was  never  flogged,  to  think  of 
their  own  discoloured  shoulders,  and  dishonoured  carcases? 
It  wiis  mllancholy  for  them  to  recollect,  that  if  their  bodies 
should  be  found  upon  the  field  of  honour,  ahhough'  ibeir 
breabts  might  be  pierced  with  glorious  wounds,  their  backs 
would  exhibit  the  cruel  tnnrks  of  disgrace.     It  was  no  ho- 
nour for  any  man  to  command  persons  liable  to  be  flogt;ed, 
as  it  was  no  honour  to  commaiid  galley  slaves.    The  ho* 
xiourable  Baronet  here  read  a  long  letter  from  Sir  Robert 
Wilson,  wherein  he  stated,  *'  that  he  had  the  mortification 
to  hear  a  Russian  Minister  tell  the  Emperor^  that#othing 
wras  finer  than  to  see  an  English  regiment  on  parade,  but 
that  nothing  was  more  disgusting  than  to  see  their  camp  in 
the  morniugf  and  witness  the  cruel  and  inhumait  punish- 
ments that  were  constantly  inflicted  there."    Drakard  bad, 
in  fact,  very  much  libelled  the  Russian  nation,  when  he 
stated  thai  tliev  had  copied  the  barbarity  ofourmilitarj  pu- 
nishments,    mitish  ofBcem,  however,    found   that    they 
could  discipline  the  people  of  lother  countries  without  resort* 
ing  to  the  cat*o'-nine-tails.     The  Portuguese  were  allowed 
to  have  arrived  at  great  proficiency  in  discipline,  but  they 
were  never  floggeJ  as  our  soldiers  are.    The  great  Frede* 
rick  of  Prussia  once  goveri^d  his  arm}%  in  a  great  measure, 
by  the  stick  of  the  corporal :  he,  however,  soon  found  the 
error  of  bis  system  from  the  number  of  desenions,  and  lat- 
terly adopted  a  very  mild  system.     In  this  country  the  sys- 
tem of  cruelty  and  torture  Imd  been  introduced,  principally 
wiih  the  view  oi germanmug  our  soldiers;  but  the  German 
soldiers  in  our  pay  were  quite  astonished  at  this  mode  of  dis- 
cipliue,  as  nothing  like  it  bus  been  practised  in  Germaoy 
during  their  recollection.  If  British  officers  can  make  good 
soldiers  of  Germans,  Portuguese,  and  every  other  nation 
without  flogging,*  what  a  scandal^it  is  to  this  country  to  say 
that  it  is  necessary  with  the  English  alone  ?     In  the  army  of 
our  enemy,  it  must  «lvvays  be  recollected,  that  tbere  were 
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rewards  as  well  as  puntshments,  and  Parliamenlary  inflaenee 
Wasr  noi  necessary  to  obtain  promotion.  As  to  the  crueltpr 
with  which  £ngfisb  soldiers  were  treated,  he  insisted  that  iC 
was  greater  than  the  common  feelings  of  mankind  could 
bear  to  witness^  if  exercised  on  a  beast.  IF  any  man  was  to 
use  a  borse^or  any  other  animdl,  with  such  cruelty  in  a 
public  place^  his  brains  would  probably  be  knocked  out  by 
the  people.  After  a  variety  of  other  observations  on  the 
cruelly  and  inefficacy  of  the  system  of  flogging,  be  con- 
cluded by  stating,  that,  considering  the  advanced  period  of 
the  Se$sioa>  and  the  impossibility  of  now  going  into  the  in- 
quiry, he  thought  it  the  best  way  to  move  for  an  Addr^s  to 
the  Prince  Regent,  which  he  did  to  the  following  effect:^—* 
"  That  ah  humble  Address  be  presented  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, prayfng,  that  he  would  graciously  be  pleased  to  take 
into  his  consid(?ration  the  practice  of  flogging  soldiers,  and 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  give  such  orders  i6  the  oflicers 
commanding  regiments,  as  might  restrain,  and  in  time  re- 
move the  cftiel  and  unnecessary  system  now  in  force  with 
respect  to  punishments  in  the  Army." 

Mr.  Manners  SuUon  admitted  the  importance  of  the  siib- 
jcct«  but  must  think  the  statements  much  exaggerated.  The 
very  object  proposed  was  already  attended  to,  so  far  as  was 
Consistent  with  the  military  policy  of  the  country,  and 
could  be  made  useful  or  manageable.  It  was  unfair  to 
speak  of  the  effect  of  the  law,  until  it  had  been  tried  :  from 
the  lateness  of  its  enactment,  it  had  not  been  fairly  tried. 
£ven  now,  frequent  applications  had  been  made  to  him  lb 
know  how  far  the  usual  punishment  might  not  be  commuted 
for  imprisonment.  Instances  of  cruelty  had  been  spoken  of. 
If  those  were  brought  forward  distinctly,  they  would  meet 
inveMigation,  and  receive  punishment.  It  was  to  he  ob- 
sei'ved,  that  the  object  of  the  whole  motion,  the  Local 
Miliiia-man,  v?as  omitted.  From  the  mode  in  which  the 
statement  of  that  case  was  originally  made,  some  inquiry 
bad  been  necessary,  and  the  result  was  the  following  state- 
ment. The  recruits  had4>een  assembled  some  days  before 
tlie  main  body  of  4,hc  regiment,  and  there  was  a  natural 
tendency  to  disorder.  There  were  some  reports  that  the 
men's  bread  was  bad,  and  the  Colonel  sent  for  the  Con- 
tractor to  direct  him  tb  give  better.  The  Contractor  asserted 
that  the  bread  was  good,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  mess-table 
to  be  tried.  The  officers  were  alt  of  opinion  that  it  was  of 
the  proper  quality ;    but  the  Colonel  not  leaving  it  even  to 
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this,  sent  some  to  the  Inspectiog  General,  who  proooanced 
it  good.  The  regiment  arrived  in  small  parties,  and  some 
of  those  at  night  rather  intoxioa^ed.  The  clamour  against 
the  bread  was  kept  up  by  these  people;  and  loaves  were 
found  kicked  ab<Mit  the  strc^,  a  proof  that  there  was  no 
attempt  to  try  the  bread,  After  this,  the  words  **  sour 
bread/'  and  other  insulting  exprci»sions,  were  dialked  upon 
the  walls — placards  were  bung  up— the  oiBcers  were  hissrd 
down  the  parade — ^and  still  the  ringleader  could  not  be 
found*  Tlie  officers,  however,  were  anxious  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  ;  the  spirit  was  too  dangerous  to  be 
passed  over,  and  it  was  important  to  find  out  who  was  the 
exciter  of  the  spirit.  Taylor  wrote  the  song  of  wliich  so 
much  had  been  said,  and  cxliibitcxl  himself  as  a  prominent 
person*  He  was  punished  ;  not  for  the  song»  as  vras  ab* 
surdly  said,  but  for  the  part  which  he  had  taken*  His 
punibhment  was  partially  inflicted,  and  he  acknowledged 
its  leniency  in  tiie  presence  of  the  surgeon.  SomeofTaylor  s 
comrades  had  come  into  the  room,  and  were  reproacliing 
him  with  faint-heartedness.  Taylor  told  them>  and  repeated 
it  to  the  surg^n,  that  he  now  was  satisfied  that  without 
discipline,  subordination  could  not  exist;  that  the  sentence 
was  merciful,  and  his  punishment  lenient.  That  was 
enough  as  to  tlie  cruelty.  As  to  the  other  statements  of 
the  honourable  Baronet,  he  hoped  they  were  exaggerated.  • 
Some  of  those  cases  arose  from  regimental  couns-martial, 
which  of  coui^ye  could  not  come  within  his  (Mr.  W.  S/s) 
cognizance :  but  they  might  be  examined  into.  A  few 
days  ago,  the  Duke  of  York  directed,  that  a  regular  return 
should  be  made  of  the  sentences  of  regimental  courts-martial. 
The  statement  of  the  desertions  was  exaggerated.  The 
honourable  Baronet  had  apparently  concluded,  that  the 
Svhole  number  of  STH  desertions  implied  .so  many  indivi- 
duals. This  was  a  mistake,  for  the  same  individual  some- 
times  deserted  five  or  six  times  before  he  could  be  finally 
prcveiited.  There  were  some  parts  of  his  statement  which 
be  had  heard  with  great  regret.  Such  were  those  exprcs- 
sions,  that  the  state  of  the  British  soldier  was  looked  uiK>n 
with  horror  by  other  troops*  It  was  the  first  time  such  an 
idea  had  been  started.  1  he  practice  which  had  been  lately 
adopted,  of  bringi/ig  military  subjects  before  the  House  in 
all  cases  was  niiscbievous.  IVfuch  mischief  must  be  done  by 
its  growing  into  u  custom.  If  Parliament  made  itself  & 
court  of  military  appeal,  it  would  soon  find  that  it  had 
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taken  upon  it  an  excessive  burthen.  .  It  was  unrounded  to 
attribute  the  perfection  of  our  discipline  to  (\ny  thin^  but 
tlie  mutual  respect  of  officer  and  soldier.  Thb  wais  not 
meant  tp  cut  off  the  appeal  to  the  authority  of  the  House  in 
matters  of  extensive  militHrjr  policy;  but  to  make  that  ap- 

Slication  customary,  woi|Id  unhinge  the  whole  frame  of 
Lscipline*^ ,  The  source  of  the  late  glorious  successes  of  our 
^Uiiers  was  not  numbers,  they  wei^e  always  itiferior;  nor 
exclusive  courage,  for  it  would  be  a  calumny  to  suppose  all 
other  nations  cowards.     The  system  would  be  broken  down 
by  this  habit  of.  appeals  to  Parliament.     If  the  army  were 
aocustomed  to  make  those  appeals,  some  trifling  abuses 
ipjj^kt  be  corrected,  but  the  army  would  be  gone.     Where 
wa$  tlie  substitute  lor  the  present  system  I    Imprisonment  , 
>\as  now  part  of  ii.    Ca  pi  tit  I  punishment  might  be  used  ; 
but  was  it  to\bc.  said  that  there  wasto  beno  punishment^ 
except  capital,  for  the  higher  offences  ?  j 
]    Mr*  Brougham  regretted  that  the  actual  statement  of 
that  motion  seemed  to  h9ve  totally  escaped  the  honourable 
member,  whose  speech  was  mudi  more  like  a .  prepared 
ajiticipatiou  of  a  speech  expected,  than  an  answeftoonc 
made.    The.cases  which  his  honourable  friend  had  adduced 
liad  been  objected  to,  but  he  would  not  trouble  himself 
about  those  CJ4ses.     He  was  satisfie^d  with  shewing,  from  the 
principle  of  reason  and  law,  that  the  system  of  flogging  was 
unwise.    This  was  the  object  of  the  motion,  andnothing 
relaliiig   to  auy  particular  case:  he  was  only  anxious  to 
bring  the  House  to  a  pkxige  that  it  would  proceed^n  the 
subject  next  Session.     The  Judge  Advocate  had  spoken  of 
bis  amendiiients,^  and  the  effcctl>  he  expected  from  them. 
But  what  was  the  change  ?    The  Mutiny  Act  had,  since  ther 
Revolution,  allowe^l  of  a  latitude  of  punishinont  for  higher 
pfTcnces,  and  a  court-martial  migl^t  sentence  to  imprison- 
kneut  or  flogging.     By  the  £2d  section  of  the  Act,  acourl<> 
martial  cuulu  go  to  any  extent  of  punishment  that  did  not 
.injure  liie  or  limb*     There  was  of  course  no  change  in  the 
law ;    or  if  the  honourable  Member  said  there  was'  any 
change,  he  said  h  hat  was  not  law.  The  law  allowed  latitude  of 
corpoml  punishment,  and  imprisonment  was  such.      If  it' 
was  still  to  be  insisted  that  there  was  a  change,  it  must 
reduce  itself  to  a  hint  to  courts-martial,  that  they  might  look 
rather  more  to  imprisonment  than  thisy  liad  done.      ButaU 
this  was  feeble^     Flogging  for  mutiny,  &c.  would  continue 
.to  the  amount   of  eight  or  ten  hundred  la^hc.'-,  and  ihe 
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chnn«j^c  produced  by  the  mii«ndroent  woald  be  nothing. 
Why  was  not  the  amendment  bitrodoced  into  the  first 
Section,  and  made  adequate  to  supcrnde  capital  pooisb* 
ment,  as  thi  only  thing  that  could  be  superseded  by  the 
amendment  f  The  courts-mart ial  having  already  had 
power  of  imprisonment  for  inli^rior  offences.  wouM  find  their 

?nlvers  neither  increased  nor  diminished  by  this  alteration* 
aylor's  case  was  of  small  iuteresl  compared  with  the  general 
question.  He  had  lately  expressed  himself  strongly  in 
abhorrence  of  the  flogging  of  negroes,  a  race  less  connected 
with  us  than  the  objects  of  the  motion,  and  the  Houae  were 
load  in  their  detestation  of  the  cruelty.  Why  not,  when 
it  came  nearer  home,  and  among  a  gallant  and  manly  race 
of  beings  ?  The  spectacle  of  a  military  flogging  was  one  of 
the  most  horrid  ;  and  that,  not  on  the  testimony  of  persons 
of  peaceful  habits,  but  on  the  authority  of  officers  educated 
in  the  view  of  them.  But  those  were  the  very  men  who 
talked  of  them  in  the  most  powerful  language.  The  re- 
presentations of  those  officers  would  have  been  answered,  if 
ihey  were  capable  of  being  answered,  but  they  were  not. 
Tliey  had  given  their  names  in  the  face  of  the  wnole  army. 
If  any  thing  could  have  been  said,  there  were  venal  pens 
enough  to  vindicate  the  cruelty.  That  the  punishment  was 
ignominious,  and  was  on  the  testimony  of  oflicers  of  no 
common  distinction — Gencml  Stewart,  Sir  Robert  Wibdn, 
and  GetiemI  Cockburne.  Flogging  turned  the indignatioa 
at  the  crime,  against  the  puni«her.  Why  was  not  torture 
a  regular  punishment?  Except  a  dictum^  and  a  solitary 
passage  in  the  Bill  of  Ki<;lits,  there  was  nothing  about  the 
abolition  of  torture,  l)eeau:se  it  never  was  the  law  of  England. 
On  the  trial  of  Fniton  for  the  murder  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  tliere  was  :in  nUcnipt  at  examining  by  torture, 
but  the  Judges  declareii  tluil  it  could  not  be  administered 
by  the  law  of  Englund.  That  law  prohibited  any  unusual 
and  cruel  punishinrnf.  The  punishment  was  not  merely 
obnoxious  as  not  reclnirning  the  culprit,  but  as  an  offence 
to  public  decency.  ITh  lionoiinible  friend  had  been  called 
on  to  ])oint  out  a  6u1)slif  utc  ior  flogi^ing.  The  law  had  dond 
it  already,  by  poiiilifrg  out  imprisonment.  There  were 
other  modes  of  mnkini^  discipline  secun*,  such  as  deprivation 
of  pay  and  restraint  of  food.  But  now  we  took  the  wretched 
victim  down  from  the  triangles^  an  object  for  the  dissecting 
room  or  for  the  hospital,  to  be  hun^  up  again,  and  receive 
another    such    punishment.      The    Duke   of   Gloucester 
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thanked  his  Lieutenant-Colonel  for  not  having  had  a  single 
flogging  in  his  regiment  for  two  years  and  a  half.  {Hear !) 
Was  there  any  decay  of  discipline  on  that  account?    The 

J)ractice  was  ruinous  to  the  soldier.      He  lost  his  spirit^ 
eeling,  and  character.    The  motion  should  have  his  sup* 
port.  ^ 

Lord  Paltnerston  spoke  at  length  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  reprobated  the  system  of  punishment 
which  had  been  adopted  in  our  army,  and  highly  pane- 
gyrised the  Dukes  of  Gloucester  and  Grafion  for  their 
discountenancing  it  in  their  respective  regimenis.  Save  this 
one  black  spot,  he  knew  of  no  taint  upon  the  honour  of  our 
army. 

Mr.  Forie^  opposed  the  motion,  and  was  inclined  to 
think,  that  during  the  honourable  Bnronei^s  stay  in  the 
Tower,  he  had  been  picking  up  stories  from  the  old  soldiers, 
and  they  really  had  played  the  ofd soldier  on  him. 

Mr.  TV.  Smith  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequgr  thought  the  House 
ought  not  to  put  ^wy  faith  in  the  statement  of  the  honour- 
able Baronet,  who  had  gone  about  collecting  old  stories, 
•  which',  the  moment  they  were  stated,  were  falsi/ied.  Tlie 
honoumble  Baronet  then  with  a  new  delicacy  came  forward 
with  an  abstract  catalogue  of  complaints,  which  were  uncon- 
tradicted and  uncotitradictable,  bepause  anonymous.  He 
reprobated  in  strong  tern^s  the  degrading  light  in  which 
the  honourable  B<'\ronet  had  attempted  to  place  the  British 
soldier.  God  knows  where  he  had  got  the  notions  which 
be  had  promulgated  that  night ;  but,  whether  he  had  derived 
them  from  some  periodical  work  which  he  wa«>  in  the  habit 
of  reading,  or  from  the  company  which  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  keeping,  he  trusted  that  be  would  not  find  in  that  House 
a  teller  to  support  him. 

Mr.  Adams  and  Sir  H.  Montgomery  spoke  against  the 
motion. 

Mir.  C.  fli/(c/itW50fi  supported  the  motion,  and  vindicated 
tbediscipline  of  the  French  and  Russian  armies. 

Sir  JF.  Burdttt^  in  reply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, said  that  for  lack  of  argument  he  had  recourse  to  the 
vulgar  expedient  of  imputing  motives.  If  it  was  ilrccnt,  he 
might  with  equal  propriety 'ret ort  such  insinuation^;.  In 
the  present  state  of  military  disciplineevery  man  in  England 
was  born  tp  be  flogged. 

The  House  then  divided, 

Ayes,  lO.  Nuct ,  94.* 
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The  Westminster  Hustings  Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  Lnvcden*s  Divorce 
Bill,  on  which  a  very  protracted  discussion  took  place,  and 
it  way  finally  agreed  tliat  the  woman  should  have  un  annuity 
of  400/.  for  her  life.  The  Report  was  brought  up,  and  the 
Bill  Ttad  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Adjourned  ut  three  o^cIock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,    JUNB  21. 
ARMY    PRtZE-MOMBY    KBOULATION    BILL. 

Tfte  Earl  of  Stfff'olk  spoke  a  long  time  on  this  Bill  and 
other  collateral  subjects.  He  mentioned  that  250^000/.  had 
been  retained  by  ai^ents,  for  thirty  years  past  on  an  average. 
The  prize-n)oney  due  to  officers  in  the  Navy,  in  the  present 
Yar,  amounted  to  5,0(X),0J0/.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
various  iibnses  which  prevented  officers  of  both  services  from 
fretting  iheh  money,  and  the  great  inconveniences  and 
riifks  thut  followed  to  them,  and  to  their  relatives  if  they 
died.  A  great  cause  of  this  was  the  existence  of  a  single 
Proctor,  who  received  30,000/.  a  je*»r  from  Naval  causes, 
to  whom  both  parties  mu^t  upp!y.  His  Lordship  made  a 
number  uf  other  observations  on  the  general  subject. 

'J7ie  Earl  of  Livtrpool  said,  that  the  naval  business  bad 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  mentioned  a  cnse  in  which  the  cap- 
ture amounted  to  8,000/.  and  the  char^es  to  6,800/. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Redtsdalc  defended  the 
couduct  of  the  Courts,  and  objected  vciy  strongly  to  attacks 
thus  made,  when  unexpected  and  irregular  as  to  the  Bi!! 
before  their  Lordships.  Modes  liad  been  recommended  by 
resolutions  of  the  House  to  provide  for  the  greater  facility 
of  dispatch  of  busine^is,  but  hud  ncJt  yd  been  acted  on  by 
tlie  other  House. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Suffolk  pledged  himseU'to  renew  the  subject 
early  next  session. 

The  Militia  lutcrciiangc  Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Adjourned. 


« 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  SI. 
'  WEAVERS*  PETITION;- 

Thefarther  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Oommittee 
on  the  WeaTcrs'  Petition  being,  in  consequence  of  having 
BO  HoQse  yesterday,  one  of  the  dropped  orders — 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  farther 
consideration  of  it  should  take  place  on  Monday— as  msiny 
gentlemen  who  had  signified  an  intention  of  delivering 
their  sentiments  on  it,  not  being  then  present,  from  the 
idea,  as  he  supposed,  of  its  being  a  dropped  order,  and 
-  therefore  that  it.  would  not  be  proceeded  on  this  evening. 
No  objection  being  made^  the  question  was  just  put, 
when 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  entered  the  House;  * 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  repeated  to  him 
what  he  had  said  above. 

Mr,  Whitbread  said,  he  came  prepared  to  deliver  hit 
sentiments  on  it  then,  understanding  wherr  it  was  postponed 
to  Thursday,  tliat  if  it  did  not  come  on  then,  it  would  on 
Friday;  that  it  would  not  be  convenient  for  him  to  attend 
on  Monday>  and  therefore  he  should  say  what  he  thought 
on  the  subtect^his  evening,  though  the  House  might  think 
proper  to  defer  the  order  till  Monday. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  said  order  was  then 
postponed  to  Monday. 

Mr.yVhitbread^TocieGiti  to  speak  on  the  subject;  but 
after  a  few  words,  being  told  from  the  Chair  that  there  was 
no  question  before  the  House,  he  said  he  should  conclude 
with  a  motion  for  papers. — The  honourable  gentleman  then 
said  he  was  convinced  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
was  the  only  proceeding  that  could  be  relied  on— that  no* 
thing  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  effectual  relief'— and 
that  any  attempt  to  give  a  partial  or  moderate  >sl)are  of  it^ 
would  be  only  like  throwing  small  quantities  of  water  on  the 
blaze  of  a  furnace,  which,  the  moment  the  slight  effect  - 
ceased,  blazed  out  again  with  redogbled  fury^  It  was  at 
OBc6  idle  and  vain  to  attempt  any  thing  iq  that  way.  Mi- 
nisters knew  very  well  that  the  Weavers  were  oply  the  fore- 
runners of  the  merchants-f-they  had  received  the  fullest  jn* 
for/nation  on  the  melancholy  and  deplorable  sitaation  of  the 

Voi-.in.^l81i.  4.Q 
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commercial  work)  froip  tbe^  loud  complaint*  of  Liferpool 

and  oiber   great  commercial  towos-^-cooscioos  that  die 

money  already  raited  fortbeir  relief  was  of  no  lue ;  and  yet 

(bey  bad  not  ibe  coimge  to  look  tbe  ctU  ii>  tbe  face,  and 

Airly  own  what  tbe  Report  unaniwerably  staled  to  be  th^ 

case.    As  be  could  tMt  attend  in  bis  place  on  Monday^  be 

tbpQgbt  it  necessary  tq  say  tbas  mucb  on  tbat  sabject  noir. 

|le  t hen  proceeded  to  tbe  snbject  of  tbe  Papers  be  meant  to 

note  for  respecting  America,    Tbe  aajuaicalion  against 

t))e  Fox  (American  vessel)  wbich  bad  wiibin  a  few  days 

taken  place f  bad,  be  feaoed,  tbrown  away  the  scabbard  tor 

tween  us  and  thai  country.    He  bad  in  bis  bands  ^he  re* 

mainder  of  tbe  documents  vbicb  be  had  moTed  for  on  # 

fcrmer  nighty  and  which  h^  been  refused  by  the  Chancel* 

lor  of  tbe  Exchequer ;  but  wbicb  tbe  American  Govern* 

ment,  in  spile  of  tbst  right  })oo.  gentleman^s  monition^  ba4 

thought  proper  to  publish  to  the  world.    From  these  docQ« 

menu,  he  thought  we  bad  treated  America  (a  countr/ 

which,  from  its  extent  and  populatiou,  be  thought  deferring 

tbe  highest  consideration  from  j^very  government  ill  0^ 

yorld)  more  as  a  dependant  on  an  iluberal  protector,  than 

as  a  great,  free,  and  commercial  people.    He  adverted  to 

tbe  engagement  of  which  we  bad  lately  beard,  as  having 

taken  place  between  the  PrerideHt  frig«te  and  the  LiiiU 

Stli,  end  feared  that  >  one  thing  after  another  cqminm  i^ 

such  quick  succession  would  shortly  operate  so  powerf^ljf , 

as,  by  causing  a  rupture,  would  go  near  to  overwhelm  oiir 

^fiances.   The  ^y cavers  knew  they  could  not  be  relieved  at 

the  time  they  petitioned  \  but  bearing  tbe  right  honourable 

gcntlemai)i  op  bringin|;  it  forward»  vaunting  an^  boasting 

so  highly  of  the  flounsliing  st|tte  of  t^  country  and  it| 

finances,  when  they  saw  tbat  be  still  brpught  on  his  tax  on 

the  raw  material  by  which  alone  they  could  qbtain  bread, 

they  Wfere  compelled  to  state  tbe  injuries  they  would  siistain 

b^  the  measure ;  and  af^er  be  was  absolutely  compelled  t^ 

give  up  his  darling  measu^  he  still  boasted  that  he  did  not 

want  a  new  tax  to  replace  that  ^bicb  be  bad  withdrawn. 

)Vbat  will  the  manufacturers  say  to  this  ?    It  is  impossible 

to  persuade  them  they  are  in  prosperity.  T|ie  Ho\;ise  cannot 

deny  they  are  in  distress,  and  yet  it  is  not  in  tbeir  power  to 

relieve  tbem;  and  all  these  various  evils  bad  been  piroduced 

by  the  finwise  and  impolitic  commercial  system  adopted  bj 

his  ^Jajesty*s  Ministers,  and  persisted  and  penevered  in 

iritb  i^p  obstinacy  that  must  in  i\kt  end  ruin  tbe  counuy. 


iVith  respect  to  the  documents  he  held  in  his  hand,  and 
tirfaich  had  been  published  by  the  American  6overniiiem» 
there  were  some  of  them  of  which  he  had  not  been  pos* 
iessed  more  than  forty-eight  hours;  and  from  the  wnole 
.  he  begged  leave  to  read  sonte  extracts,  in  order  to  8he# 
the  manner  in  which  his  Majesty's  Ministecs  hdd  treated 
them,  and  that  it  was  impossible  that  Mr.  Pinkney  coulct 
act  otherwise  than  take  hid  departure  as  he  did/   The  first 
to  which  he  alluded,  was  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkndy  to  Lord 
Welleslejr,  dated  the  2d  of  January,  and  not  answered  the 
14th  of  March;  and  in  another  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney 
to  the  American  Minister  at  hom^,  he  says,  he  was  not  sur* 
Jgrised  at  delay,  but  he  did  dot  expect  such  a  delay 'as  thid. 
There  was  another  letter,  dated  the  15th  of  February,  on 
the  subject  of  the  blockades,  not  answered  the  5th  of  March^ 
nearly  three  weeks;  another  on  the  SOth  of  April,  and  a 
Subsequent  one  on  the  3d  of  June,  to  which  no  answers 
were  returned.    Another  cm  the  1st  of  July^  referring  to 
his  notes  of  Aptil  90  and  June  S,  to  none  of  which  wasi 
any  answer  ever  returned.    On  the  25th  of  August,  Mr. 
Pinkney  wrote  again,  complaining  of  these  nes^lects ;  and 
teceived  iio  answer  till  the  3lst,  six  day^.  All  whrch  shewed 
a  most  gross  and  pointed  neglect  of  America ;  wounded 
her  just  pride,  by  shewing  that  Ministers  did  not  look  on 
her  as  a  free  and  independiint  Power ;  in  short  they  were 
insults  of  such  a  nature,  as  could  not  be  borne  or  put  up  with 
in  private  life.    On  the  8ch  of  December  Mr.  Pinkne]^ 
Wrote  to  Lord  Wellesley  on  the  subject  of  the  Fox,  to 
which  there  was  no  answer.     It  was  delayed  till  after  Mr. 
Pinkney  and  j^r.  Foster  had  sailed ;  and  then,  to  complete 
the  whole,  comes  on  (he  adjudication.     He  hoped   the 
House,  having  heard  these  papers,  would  not  refuse  the 
papers  he  should  move  for,  though  he  allowed  no  use  could 
be  made  of  th^sm  till  next  session.     He  concluded  by 
moving  ••  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Hegent  for  Copies  of 
all  the  Correspondence  between' the  American    IViiuister 
and  l^  Majesty's  Government  during  the  year  1810.*' 

The  Question  being  read  front  the  Chair, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he  thought  tbe 
hon.  gentleman  could  not  seriously  suppose  the  House 
would  as;ree  to  such  a  motion  without  any  previous  notice, 
especially  as  he  had  allowed  that  nothing  could  be  done 
farther  than  that  the  papers  should  lie  on  the  table  till 
Aext    session.     He  (Mr*  Perceval)  was  convinced  the 
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Hoofe  ieh  teostblv,  by  what  was  then  pawtog,  the  oecessity 
of  oolAcet;  and  t^at  they  would  be  of  opiuioD,  they  coald 
not  receive  the  motion.  It  waf  evident  the  hon.  gentleinan 
had  bat  two  objects  in  view  in  making  it.  One  was  tbe 
opportunity  of  making  a  speech,  and  the  other  to  have  the 
papers  on  the  table  early  in  the  next  session.  The  hon* 
gentleman  had 'made  his  speech,  and  thereby  obtained  ooe 
object:  and  as  to  the  papers,  he  might  have  them,  by 
moving  for  them  at  the  commencement  of  next  sessioa* 
He  (Mr.  Perceval)  still  thought  it  would  be  wrooj^  to  pub- 
lish them  before  they  knew  what  passed  ^between  Hr.  Foster 
and  the  American  OovernmeDt.  The  hon.  gentleman  had^ 
however^  come  forward  thus  suddenly  with  bis  tirade 
aninstthe  £ng1ish  Government;  and  he  found  it  impos*^ 
aibfe  to  answer  such  a  statement,  as  he  had  not  the  smallest 
idea  this  conversation  would  take  place.  With  respect  to 
what  the  honourable  genttemaa  had  said  on  tbe  petition^ 
the  House  might  thafik  him  for  his  observations.  If  he 
really  chose  to  believe,  and  entertain  the  opinion,  thai  all 
the  evik  he  liad  enumerated  srew  out  of  a  wrong  commer- 
cial system^  he  might  as  well  have  sfmred  his  comments^ 
for  he  (Mr.  Perceval)  bei'eved  there  were  few  would  joia 
him  in  it.  The  riu;ht  hon.  gentleman  then  entered  into  a 
long  defence  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  insisted  that  tbe 

Jiesaure  on  the  Contmeut  is  infinitely  greater  than  it  is* 
icre ;  and  he  verily  believed  it  wus  so  heavy,  as  not  to  be 
long  borne.  Tiie  sole  object  of  tacking  this  motion  to  the 
subject  of  tbe  petiiion,  seemed  to  be  to  impress  the  peti- 
tioners with  HO  idea  that  the  Government  of  this  country 
was  the  object  of  their  hatred,  and  the  enemy  with  all  his 
mcts  of  hostiltty  none.  With  respect  to  what  be  had  said 
on  the  prosperous  state  of  the  finances,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  wha>  the  hon.  gentleman  would  have  him  do.  Was 
he  to  say  their  situation  was  unfavourable,  when  it  was  di- 
rectly the  reverse,  because  the  manufacturers  were  in  dis» 
tress  ?  As* to  the  tax  on  cotton-wool,'  he  verily  believed,  if 
it  had  taken  place,  there  would  not  have  been  a  pound  of 
cotton  less  made  use  of.  On  tbe  contrary,  it  wool^^ave 
increased  and  bettered  tbe  shipping  interest,  and  in  fact  it 
Was  meant  to  be  more  a  matter  of  commercial  rM;uIauon 
than  of  benefit  to  the  revenue.    The  motion   might  be 

{»roper  at  the  commencement  of  next  session,  but  at  present 
le  must  resist  it. 
Mr.  Whitbread  begged  to  say  a  few  word^  in  reply. 
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The  reason  he  did  not  move  Jbr  the  papers  sooner  was^ 
that  part  of  the  docutnents  he  held  in  his  hand,  as  he  beforei 
stated,   had  not  been  in  his  possessioa  forty-eight  hours^ 
and  in  that  time  Tie  had  no  opportunity.     With  respect  to 
what  the  right  bon.  gentleman  had  said  of  the  improprietjf 
of  publishing  these  papers  tUI  it  wad  knowii  what  Mr. 
Foster  would  do>  it  was  futile  in  the  extreme^     Did  be  sup* 
pose  the  House  such  children,  ot  the  Americans  such  fool?/ 
that  what  be  said  at  that  time  could  have  any  influence  on 
their  negociations  ?     It  was  utterly  impossible*     His  c(iie£ 
reai^on  for  wishing  to  Have  these  papers  on  the  table»  was 
to  prevent  their  putting  into  the  Prince  Regent^s  mouth,  ia 
his  speech  on  the  opening  of  the  session »  i^ny  mis-state- 
ments  or  misrepresentations  respecting  America.     If  tbey 
should  do  this,  and  he  should  notice  it,  they  would  say  to 
him,  "  Oh  !  you  can  say  nothing  respecting  America,  for 
you  have  no  papers  as  evidence  to  go  upon ;"  and  th«; 
Address  Would  be  carried  before  these  papers  could  be  tfaea 
obtained.     He  insisted  that  the  Orders  in  .Council  had 
been  attended  with  the  most  mischievous  consequences. 
Blionapart6  had  issued  his  decrees  for  the  purpose  of  pro« 
voking  them.     He  did  so  in  the  time  of  Mr.  ritt— but  did 
that  Minister  fibet  the  Government  by  Orders  in  Councils 
No:  be  saw  the  trap,   and  avoided  it.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  pretends  to  tread  in  Mr.  Pitt's  steps,  had 
seen  it,  and  fell  mio  it.     It  was  in  vain  to  endeavour  to 
mince  the  matter;  he  was  determined  he  would  not  be  one 
of  those  who  hold  out  delusions  to  the  people,,  and  there* 
fore  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  what  the  right  hoaourabltt 
gentleinen  opposite,  and  their  adherents,  all  knew  very  well. 
We  are  absolutely  undone  as  ar  commercial  people,  unless 
thev  will  retrace  their  steps.     The  right  bon.. gentleman 
had  told  the  manufacturers,  that  although  there  was  no 
market  for  our  goods,  yet  things  would  have  been  worse,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  Orders  of  Council.     It  was  his 
opinion,  however,  that  they  could  not  possibly  have  been 
worse  than  they  were.    If  the  papers  were  now  refused,  no 
other  reason  could  be  assigned  for  such  refusal,  but  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wtis  not  prepared  to  meet  the 
discussion. 

Mr.  Rose  said  J  that  his  answer  to  the  application  of  the 
American  merchants,  was,  that  Government  had  received 
no  information  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  an()  Milan 
Decrees*    As  to  our  retracing  our  steps  with  respect  to 
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America,  it  must  be  recollected^  on  what  cooditlons  cbe 
French  Oorernmcnt  talked  of  rescinding  thoie  decrees. 
This  oovntrj  was  first  required  to  rescind  all  the  Orders  in 
Council,  including  those  made  on  the  soundest  priociplesy 
{as  be  tbooght)  under  the  former  Administration ;  and  not 
mlj  was  Great  Britain  called  apon  to  do  this,  bat  to  abandon/ 
$n  the  rights  of  blockadei  which  had  been  i^reed  to  by  all 
£orope  at  all  times.  It  would  not,  then^  be  fair  to  tell  the 
itaammctarersthnt  it  is  onlyoor  Orders  in  Council  which 

KTCnt  the  markets  being  open  to  this  country  as  ososi ; 
they  should  also  be  told  that  France  requires  this 
country  to  resign  her  maritime  rights,  which  it  ne?er  will 
consent  to  do. 

Sir  Ckarla  Price  said,  that  he  bad  the  satis/actioa 
to  state,  that  all  the  merchants  with  whom  be  had  the^ 
honour  of  being  connected,  were  perfectly  content  with  ther 
Orders  in  Council  and  the  conduct  of  Uoyernment  in  ihtf 
fespect. 

Mr.  Whithreai  said,  he  was  sure  that  such  was  the 
feeling  of  those  meYchants  who  shouted  for  war  on  the 
Koyat  Exchange  • 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  negatited  without  a  &« 
Tision. 

MR.  TINIIBRTT. 

Mr.  WhUhreai  stated,  that  he  held  in  his  hantf  m  pefi- 
tkMi  from  this  gentleman,  who  was  imprisoned  m  Lincoln 
Castle,  in  consequence  of  the  sentence  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench.  The  complaint  was  not  against  the  sentence, 
but  tne  mode  of  confinement.     It  statra  circumstances  of 

Sreat  harshness  and  capricioas  severity.  Certificates  of  me-' 
ical  men  were  annexed  to  it,  which  stated ,  his  health  to 
have  suffered  considerably  for  want  of  sufficient  air  and 
exercise  ;  and  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  only  for  such 
an  indulgence  in  air  and  exercise  as  bis  health  required, 
and  the  prison  afforded.  When  Mr.  Finnerty  first  applied 
to  him  upon  the  subject,  he  advised  him  to  have  a  petition 
presented  to  the  Prince  Regent^  and  such  a  petition  was 
presented ;  but  the  right  honourable  genlletnan  (Mr.  Se« 
cretary  Jlyder)  having  thought  it  necessary  to  write  to  the 
Sheriff  upon  the  subject,  in  order  to  inqun'e  into  the  truth 
of  liie  aHegations,  a  great  deal  of  time  bad  elapsed,  and  no 
answer  was  yet  given.    He  trusted  that  when  the  House 
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^hould  hear  the  petition  read,  they  would  think  ifaat  tbft 
petitioner  had  a  claiaa  to  relief. 

The  petition  was  then  read,  urbich  was  of  considerai^I^ 
length.  It  stated,  among  other  things,  ^  ^bat  the  prisoner^ 
on  nis  arrival  at  Lincpjnj  was  committed  to  a  felon's  apartr 
inent,  where  he  now  rei^iains ;  that  his  c^W  is  on  a  ground* 
jfloor,  and  yery  cold^  communicating  only  with  a  court* 
yard  about  25  feet  square,  and  with  waifs  SO  feet  high, 
ivhich  utterly  exclude  a,  free  circulation  of  air ;  that  in  the 
ipiddleof  this  court  was  a  grate,  from  which  proceeded  4 
Qiost  noisome  smell  from  the  sewer  of  the  debtors'  side  of 
jthe  prison  \  that  this  smell  was  so  bad,  as  not  only  to  pre* 
vent  b%  taking  exercise  in  this  small  courts  but  greatly  ta 
annoy  him  in  his  cell ;  thptt  as  be  was  confined  to  this  cell 
and  court-yard,  and  not  allowed  to  walk  in  the  common 
area  of  the  prison,  his  health  had  been  much  affected ;  and 
as  he  could  get  no  redress  from  the  jailer»  he  presented  « 
remoostrance  to  the  magistrates*  praying  to  be  allowed  aa 
airy  room,  and  exercise  in  the  common  yard  of  tbe  prifOD. 
Some  of  the  magistrates  afterwards  visited  the  prisoner* 
and  upon  bis  stating  to  them  that  the  jailer  bad  thirteea 
air?  rooms  in  the  front  of  the  prison,  and  that  his  own  fa^ 
milv  consisted  of  three  persons  only,  one  of  the  magistrates 
tblo  him,  that  another  person  (then  named )^  under  impri** 
Sj;^nment  for  a  libel,  paid  three  guineas  a  week  for  his  a<S 
cpmmodation  ;  to  which  the  prisoner  replied,  that  thatwaa 
^ore^han  he  could  afford.  Another  magistrate  then  told 
bim,  that  his  subscriptions  would  probably  amount  to  '% 
considerable  sum.  After  this  visit,  although  he  was  still 
icppfined  in  the  same  rooip*  yet  be  was  allowed  to  exercise 
for  three  hours  »  day  in  the  common  area  of  the  prison, 
iwhich  is  extensive.  This  privilege  was,  however,  afterwarda 
taken  from  him,  and  for  five  weeks  together  he  was  not  al^ 
lowed  to  exercise  there  at  all,  in  consequence  of  which  hit 
health  suffered  very  materially*  Application  was  then 
made  on  bis  part  to  the  6heritf,  and  in  consequence,  per* 
laission  ^^  given  him  to  take  exercise  for  one  hour  a  day, 
namely^  from  one  to  two ;  but  if  it  should  rain  at  that  time, 
ihe  was  not  allowed  fo  go  out  at  any  other  time  of  the  day* 
A  person  he  had  brought  ffom  London  to  attend  him,  was 
positively  refused  admittance,  and  be  was  obliged  to  employ 
for  this  purpose  a  prisoner,  in  whom  be  could  have  no  re* 
liinee.    Tac  vc^  person  who  dressed  his  victuals  was  not 
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i^'owH  lo  be  adm;t:ed  if.to  bU  cr!:.  Tbe  petitjotr  sab- 
jrniir-d  rv^Jhr-a*^  of  mfdical  men,  that  bis  b^lto  mas  io  so 
b«iri  a  t'nt^  a«  to  rT>ak^  air  and  ex^rr:^  iad&pen«aUj  Dcce»» 
isrir.  .frfl  oriiy  praved  that  be  rr<'ghi  bave  scch  aocofnino- 
dtfiiori  ^or  s*r  A  d  rx*-rci*e  at  ;hf  pimon  afforded.  An  airy 
rcK-n.  and  irare  to  take  exercue  in  the  priAOO*yard,  was  all 
tfatti  fi€'  ftf]ti«^ied.** 

Mr.  Hfntbrtad  mored  that  the  petition  should  lie  oo  the 
UMe. 

Mr.  Srrretarv  P^dfT  did  not  rbe  to  object  to  the  petition 
IjinK  OD  'be  f .  b> ;  nor  should  be  in  any  manner  oppose  the 
petitioner*!  demand  of  sucb  air  and  exercise  as  the  prisoo* 
nod  the  rrgubtionf  bj  which  the  diacipiioe  of  th^  prison 
wss  prrarrvfd,  would  sflbrd  to  faun.    It  was  ncctasiy  Ibr 
hioB  lo  ex  plain  to  the  Honse  the  steps  that  he  bad  teken 
wpon  thb  bfi«inrM.     When  thepcfifion  was  pot  into  his 
bsnd  fo  be  delivered  to  tlie  Prince  Regent,  he  tboai^t  it 
lis  duly,  before  he  could  give  advice  upon  the  sntgcct,  to 
have  iiic)uiries  made  as  to  the  truth  of  the  albgatioos  in  it. 
He  wrote  in  coriMqiience  to  the  Sheriff,  inclobin^  a  copy  of 
die  prtiiion.     As  the  Sheriff  was  not  then  in  the  coontiyi 
the  answer  did  not  arrive  till  yester-ni/;ht.    The  infonnatioi^ 
which,  he  had  thus  received  differed  in  some  points  from  the 
allegations  of  the  petition.     Although  some  medical  men 
were  oi  opinion  that  his  health  had  suffered  by  the  confine- 
ment, th€*re  were  other  medical  opinions,  on  the  oootrary, 
that  hi*i  health  was  better  now  than  when  he  was  first  im- 
prisoned.   As  to  the  iiHlulgcnce  which  the  Magistrates  had 
obtained  for  liim,  of  exercising  for  three  bouts  in  the  com- 
jnon  area,  this  was  withdrawn  from  him  in  consequence  of 
irrej|C<dnr  and  indecorous  conduct  on  his  part.     The  conduct 
io  which  he  alluded  was  quite  inconsistent  with  decorum  or 
propriety,  and  the  necessary  discipline  of  the  prison  re- 
quired tnat  he  should  be  somewhat  more  restrained.     Not- 
withstandinr  this  conduct  on  his  part,  he  should  neverthe- 
less certainly  riicororoend  that  the  petitioner  should  be 
allowed  what  air  and  exercise  was  necessary,  under  such 
restrictions  as  would  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  circum- 
stances be  alluded  to.    His  noble  friend  (Lord  Castlereagh), 
88  soon  r.8  he  heard  the  petition,  gave  his  strongest  recom- 
mendation thtft  no  severity  might  be  used  in  the  imprison- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  that  there  was  one  point  in  which 
)ic  did  not  perfectly  understand  the  right  honourable  Sccre- 
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iary.  The  petitioner  prayed  to  be  allowed  afn  airy  apart- 
ment ;  and  prope^  time  for  exercise.  The  right  honoarabie 
Secretary  had  clearly  expressed  bis  intention  to  recommend^' 
that  he  mipfht  l>e  allowed  proper  time  for  txenaae ;  but  he 
did  not  miderttand  whether  he  meant  to  recommend  that  ah* 
Airy  room  should  be  given  to  him  or  not.  As  for  keeping - 
him  apart  from  the  other  prisoners,  if  tiiat  was  thought 
proper  to  be  done,  it  might  as  well  be  done  in  an  airy  room 
as  in  one  that  was  not  so.  As  to  medical  opinions  contrarr 
to  those  which  were  annexed  io  this  petition,,  he  thought  it 
evident  that  the  health  of  any  n^an  accustomed  to  air  and 
exercise  mu^t  sufier  in  stidh  a  confinement  as  had  been 
described,  fie  could  not  avoid  observing  upon  one  Magis- 
trate telling  him  that  he  might  have  a  room  at  three  guineas 
a  week,  and  another  telling  him  that* his  subscriptions  were 
likely  to  be  large,  and  he  could  afibrd  it.  These  were  ez« 
pressions  which  appeared  to  him  extremely  improper  and 
unbecoming  from  Magistrates.  When,  however,  the  Ma- 
gistrates had  allowed  him  to  take  three  hours'  exercise  in 
the  day,  and  an  arraogement  had  been  made  that  this 
should  be  taken  at  different  times  in  the  day ;  he  thought 
it  was  most  capricious  and  vexatious  to  alter  that  arrange* 
ment,  so  as  to  oblige  him  to  take  those  three  hours  in  siic- 
eession.  Many  healthy  men  would  find  it  a  great  hardship  to 
be  walked  for  three  hours  together,  about  a  prison-yard ; 
and  to  a  man  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  it  was  unreasonable 
to  require  him  to  take  his  exercise  in  that  manner.  He 
would  recommend  to  the  right  honourable  Secretary  a 
careful  perusal  of  the  medical  certificates,  and  that  he 
should  make  every  inquiry  he  thought  proper  thereupon. 

Srr  Fronds  Burdeti  thought  that  there  were  many  rtry 
extraordinary  circumstances  in  this  case.  *  He  thought  that 
it  was  extremely  wrong,  that  Mr.  Finnerty,  or  any  other 
individual  imprisoned  only  for  a  misdemeanour,  should  be 
treated  with  as  much  or  greater  harshness  than  common 
felons.  This  case  shewea  strongly  the  evils  of  sending 
persons  to  distant  gaols>  and  inflicting  on  them  the  dreadful 
punishment  of  solitary  imprisonment.  He  thought  that 
the  petitioner  was  entitled  to  every  indulgence  which  was 
consistent  with  the  sentence  that  the  Court  had  pronounced. 
The  Court  of  King's  Bench  had  sentenced  him  to  imprison* 
ment ;  but  thev  nad  not  mentioned  solitary  imprisooroent^ 
or  that  he  should  be  deprived  of  air  and  exercise.  Indeed, 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  it  was  tfte  duty  of  the  Sheriff  to 
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100  lb>t  so  f«oyi«Mt  w  udlidcd  bcjotd  (hs 
Md  thai  the  Secrvftry  of  Slate  WW  oM  of  the  hil 
who  sliookl  oMddle  mi  the  buriiwi.  He  tbooghl  thai  ths 
witbcliawiaf  l#oai  him  that  esercife  which  had  beta  allpapod 
^  the  Ma^rate«y  was  in  the  highest  dtgtm  waatiowa 
and  oppfa*ire«  At  ta  what  waa  OMatiooed  of  imgiilas 
oandud  oa  his  parti  be  wooM  oalv  ny»  that  be  never 
kncMP  of  a  coaspiaiDt  beiiig  made,  that  tbeia  waa  not  iae* 
aMTiliateij  a  charge  afcaiost  tbe  pettoo  compbioiog  of 
having  acted  tmproperljr.  No  gaotcr^  bowefer,  or  aoj 
otb«rr  pe rtoot  ooald  nave  a  right  to  panish  a  prisoner  wkh-i 
out  sny  trial  for  sach  oftnces;  and  it  could  notbedeaiedy 
that  df  priviag  the  prisoner  of  ak  and  eaeecise  fiur  five  weeka 
was  a  vrry  tieverc  punidiinent.  Tbissystem  of  close  co^Lody 
and  Miliary  impruMNimeot  bad  been  so  omch  misapptied  ia 
this  country,  that  be  would  feel  it  bis  d«ty  to  call  tnc  atte»* 
tioo  of  tbt;  Bouse  to  it  early  next  snsioo. 

Afr.  UiUtkmtoH  tbouglit,  that  if  three  boan  a  day  weio 
judged  neceibary  to  be  allowed  for  eJiercise,  it  was  down* 
right  oppremive  and  excessive  oroelty  to  order  it  to  be  taken 
at  one  time.  It  appeared  to  hioi,  that  it  was  the  daty 
eilber  of  the  Secretary  of  Suites  or  of  tbe  House,  to  see  that 
the  petilioncr  bad  tbe  relief  to  which  be  was  entitled, 
Whca  it  was  stated,  and  not  contradicted,  that  admission 
was  ileiiied  to  bira«  and  that  he  was  kept  in  a  sort  of  solitary 
confiuenient^  be  thought  that  the  right  bouoursble  Secie* 
tary  should  give  a  more  explicit  promise,  to  vecommeod 
that  such  relief  should  be  ajSfordea  him.  He  should  now 
say  a  few  wonis  about  Mr.  Fiooerty,  the  pet^oner.  Ho 
wus  a  perwn  who  had  received  a  good  education,  and  had» 
from  bis  early  years,  when  he  was  scarcely  moie  than  a  boy, 
taken  much  to  his  heart  the  intopests  of  his  own  country. 
A\'hen  a  system  was  pursued  in  Ireland  which  all  honest 
and  honourable  men  deeply  lamented,  and  which  every 
thinking  man  was  then,  as  well  as  now,  couvioced  waa 
wrong,  at  that  time  it  was  his  misfortune  to  be  hurried 
away  by  an  imprudent  zeal ;  Jbut  he  was  right  in  tbe  main» 
and  advocated  an  honest  cause— the  cause  of  his  countryf 
Hurried  away  by  his  feelings,  he  transgressed  tbe  law,  ara 
iras  punished  for  that  traasgressioa*  Afterwards  we  found 
'  bim  ill  this  country,  a  person  di!»tiognisbed  for  labour  and 
for  talents,  by  the  exertion  of  which  he  supported  himseU^ 
and,,  as  be  understood,  otbem  abo.  It  had,  however,  agaia 
happened  to  bim  to  be  canied  away  by  his  feelings  and  to 
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publish  that  yrtiicfl  the  law  calls  a  libel,  but  wlf  tch  he  con* 
tended  was  truth.  If  he  had  spoken  truth  in  a  manner 
somewhat  Unjustifiable,  althougn  he  mmi  be  punished  fot 
the  libel,  yet  he  ought  not  to  be  punished  with  that  severity 
i^ith  which  the  most  atrocious  culprits  were  treated.  Whea 
be  was  sent  to  a  distant  gaol  away  from  his  connexions^ 
his  means  of  supporting  himself  were  rendered  doubtful ;  but 
if  health  was  also  ruined  by  the  severity  of  bis  imprison^ 
inent,  he  itould  not  be  able  to  earn  a  subsistence  oy  i\i6 
exertions  of  his  talents,  even  wh^  the  term  of  his  imprison- 
ment should  have  expired. 

JLord  Casttereagh  said,  ,that  as  soon  he  heard  it  stated 
that  undue  severity  had  been  used  to  the  petitioner,  he  had 
interposed  his  best  requests  that  the  imprisonment  should  be 
marked  with  as  much  indulgence  as  was  possible.  In  the 
prosecution  of  the  petitioner^  he  bad  discharged  what  he 
considered  as  a  most  painful  public  duty.  He  believed  th^ 
llouse  knew  pretty  well  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  be  very 
Querulous  about  animadversions  cast  upon  the  Government 
oif  which  be  had  formed  a  part ;  but  the  libel  of  which  he 
had  thought  it  his  duty  to  complain,  was  so  gross  an  attack 
upon  him  in  his  public  station,  that  he  would  have  con* 
ceived  it  a  breach  of  publie  duty  to  have  passed  it  by.  If 
he  had  not  considered  it  in  this  light,  it  would  have  beeii 
Inuch  more  agreeable  to  his  private  feelings  to  have  passed 
it  by,  or  not  to  have  called  tor  the  judgment  of  the  Court* 
As  to  what  the  petitioner  now  solicited,  he  considered  that 
it  was  due  to  him  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  he  hoped  that  it 
would  be  liberally  granted.  He  conceived  that  he  was 
strictly  iustifiable  in  appealing  to  thb  House,  or  to  the 
Prince  Kegent ;  and  he  hopecT  that  his  reasonable  request 
would  be  granted.  In  other  respects,  neither  the  paneffyric 
which  the  nonourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hutchinson)  haa  pro- 
nounced on  the  petitioner,  nor  the  insinuations  which  he 
had  thrown  out  against  himself,  should  provoke  him  at  the 
present  time  to  go  into  the  policy  of  the  former  Government 
of  Ireland.  He  should,  however,  say  geaerally,  that  he 
was  ready  and  anxious  to  meet  such  a  discussion  if  any 
honourable  gentleman  thought  it  for  the  public  good  to 
bring  it  on  in  a  regular  shape.  He  was  prepared  to  defend^ 
not  the  acts  of  individuals,  many  of  which  he  knew  were 
lAlerly  indefensible  ;  but  he  should  be  at  all  times  prepared 
to  defend  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Government. 
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Sir  S.  RomiUjf  Ibought  (be  petition  inportaiit  on  njin j 
gfoundf.  It  was  t  severe  hardship  for  a  ftentleman,  in  Uie 
jsituatioii  of  the  prisoner,  to  be  conBned  to  a  solitarj  cell 
iuch  ai  was  appropriated  to  felons.  When  the  additional 
snfferinj;  of  solitary  imprisonment  was  considered,  he  tboajifht 
the  House  would  not  be  of  opinion  that  it  should  be 
entirely  left  to  the  discretion  or  caprice  of  the  jailor,  whether 
this  great  aitgravation  of  the  sentence  of  imprifionnieot 
diould  or  should  not  be  added.  The  Court,  who  pro- 
nounced the  sentence,  often  considered  for  a  long  time  about 
a  month  or  two,  more  or  less,  in  the  duration  of  imprisoa- 
nent ;  but  what  was  a  month,  more  or  less^-  in  the  duratioo, 
when  compared  with  the  power  which  the  jailor  usurped,  (^ 
making  an  imprisonmeiit  of  eighteen  months  a  punishmeaC 
severer  than  drath  itself?  The  power  of  the  Judges  them- 
selves was  nothing  like  the  power  of  the  jailor,  fie  thought, 
however*  that  it  was  much  worse  when  Ma^^tstrates  wer^ 
found  endeavouring  to  get  money  from  the  prtMmer  for  the 

ttilor.  He  never  read  the  libel  against  the  noble  Lord ; 
ut  be  did  not  suppose  that  it  could  be  worse  than  this 
charge,  which  was  not  contradicted,  against  two  Magi- 
strates. If  the  petition  had  been  presented  earlier  in  the 
Seviw,  there  weie  many  points  in  it  which  ifeserved  the 
ierious  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr*  W»  Smith  conceived  the  most  important  point  was, 
that  access  was  granted  to  him  or  denied  at  the  will  of  the 
jailor.  If  this  was  endured,  how  were  the  grievances  of  any 
prisoner  to  be  made  known  ?  Letters  might  be  given  to 
turnkeys,  and  immediately  put  into  the  fire.  There  was  no 
knowiug  what  illeg.il*  punishments  might  be  applied  in 
prison.  The  prisoner  might  even  die  under  the  hands  of 
the)  jailor,  and  be  said  to  go  off  in  a  fit.  Some  turnkeys 
might  be  brought  forward  to  sweur  it.  He  thought  there  was 
HO  maimer  of  security  for  a  prisoner,  if  access  at  reasonable 
houn  was  not  allowed  to  his  friends. »  This  was  a  subject  of 
such  iroporiance,  that  he  hoped  it  would  engage  the  atten* 
tien  of  Parliament. 

Jiff.  Domes  Giddy  rose  merely  to  state,  that  it  never  was 
asserted  that  any  Magistrate  said,  that  whether  the  impri* 
sonment  should  be  solitary  or  not  depended  upon  paying  a 
sum  of  money :  they  had  only  spoke  of  accommodation 
in  apartments,  learing  the  nature  oi  the  imprisonineot  as  it 
was. 
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Mr.  Secrdary  Ryder  again  nid|  that  it  vas  owin^  to  an 
irregularity  on  his  part,  th^it  the  prisoner  had  been  re* 
stricted  in  bis  exercise ;  bnt  that  he  should  certainly  re* 
commend  that  he  mi^ht  be  allowed  sufficient  exercise^  sub* 
ject  to  the  restrictions  he  had  before  stated.  As  to  thp 
room  beinf^  cokl^  a  baize  door  was  put  up  w^en  that  com* 
plaint  was  first  made ;  and  although  some  people  had  been 
refused  admittance  to  him*  many  had  seen  him ;  and 
amongst  them  one  gentleman,  from  whom  he  believed  the 
honoumble  gentlonan  (Mr.  Whiij)read)  derived  his  pria* 
cipal  information. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  that  in  this  as  well  as  in  other 
points,  he  wished  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary 
would  recommend  the  proper  relief,  and  that  which  justice 
required ;  and  that  be  would  not  leave  it  to  the  discretion 
of  the,  jailor,  whether  the  sentence  should  be  aggravated 
to  solitary  imprisonment  or  not.  He  also  wished,  that  the 
point  of  getting  him  an  airy  room  should  be  settled  in  the 
same  manner. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  he  knew  that  access  was  denied 
to  the  petitioner.  A  friend  of  his,  a  practising  barrister, 
and  personally  acquainted  with  some  of  the  Magistrates, 
called  to  see  Mr*  Finnerty,  and  was  told  that  he  could  not 
see  him.  On  preying  the  Magistrate,  with  whom  be  was 
acquainted,  he  was  first  answer^  that  he  could  not  see  him, 
and  afterwards  that  Mr.  Finnerty  did  not  wish  ia  see  any 
body.  He  replied,  that  he  wanted  a  ditipct  answer,  aye  or 
no,  whether  he  could  see  Mr.  Finnerty  ;  and  at  length  the 
Magistrate,  seeing  him  so  peremptory,  permitted  him  to 
see  him.  Such  conduct  would  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
a  hundred  amount  to  a  complete  exclusion,  as  there  would^ 
be  few  visitors  in  the  situation  of  practising  barristers,  known 
to  the  magistrates,  and  having  at  the  same  time  the  spirit 
to  require  a  positive  answer  to  the  question  whether  they 
m^ht  see  him  or  not*  He  thought  that  it  was  not  to  be 
endured  that  Gktolers  or  Magistrates  should  assume  a  power 
of  altering  and  aggravating  a  sentence  at  their  discretion. 

He  thought  the  petition  to  the  Prince  Re^t  in  this 
instance  was  not  for  indulgence,  but  barely  for  justice. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeit  knew  a  gentleman  who  had  ob« 
tained  admission  to  Mr.  Finnerty,  and  he  saw  him  standing 
lip  near  the  grate,  endeavouring  to  read,  although  it  was 
t^en  the  middle  of  the  day. 

.  Mr*  Secretary  Ryder  again  said  that  he  would  xecom-* 


If  Ibe  roooi  b  which  the  priioncr  ivas  sow  Ciaiiiid  was 
mily  •«  had  at  was  rfprewnted,  and  had  nch  as  oftiMii^ 
aa^M  doae  to  it,  it  wouM  eettainly  not  be  a  pn»(Kr 
aithrr  ibr  him  or  aaj  other  penon  to  be  coafwwd  to. 

After  a  few  mvtoal  explanationa,  the  petitica  naa 
aeircftf  and  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table* 

Adjoaiaed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

UOKBAYj  JVIfS  84* 
MSATOWAL  or  TBB   HOCTtlNB  Or  AMASSTHATfOXr^ 

for/  Grey  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordsbipa^ 
and  of  bit  Mnje»tv*B  Mini«ter9,  to  an  article  which  bad  ap* 
pfared  in  a  French  new9(Kiper,  published  in  London,  and. 
which  ba<l  been  pat  into  bis  hands ;  in  which  the  horrible 
doctrine  of  a«iias<iination  was  preached  up  and  rrcoramended 
in  the  mobt  direct  fcmis.  The  article  he  alluded  to  pur* 
pnfieil  to  be  an  extract  from  f^me  En^ish  publication; 
and  sorry  wns  he  to  suppow  that  there  was  any  En^lbbmao 
who  had  a  heart  to  cfinceire,  or  a  hand  to  wnte,  smch  a 
sentence  as  that  ivhich  be  referred  to.  As  this  paper  might 
have  somectrculat  ion  upon  the  Continent,  and  might perhapa 
excite  tb^  idea  that  such  infamous  doctrines  mle:ht  receive 
countenance  in  this  country,  he  did  feel  it  necessary  that 
his  Majesty's  Govfrnment  should  hare  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  abhorrence  of  such  sentiments ;  for  were 
they  to  circulate  in  such  a  shape  on  the  Continent,  witboaf 
being  expressly  disclaimed  by  their  Lordships  and  by  the 
Government,  they  might  produce  effects  most  injurious  to 
the  character,  and  dibantrous  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 
The  article  in  question  purported  to  he  an  extract  from  a 
work  which  recommended  an  Anti-Corsican  Association. 
Here  the  noble  Karl  read  an  extract  from  it,  the  substance 
of  which  was,  ^' that  however  reprehensible  might  l>ethe 
general  princi{>le  of  cutting  off  your  enemy  by  private 
means,  yet  it  was  possible  to  prove  by  solid  reasons,  and 
from  weighty  example,  that  in  certain  cases  assassioatioa 
was  justifiable.  VVIieri  a  man  had  been  guilty  of  the  most 
atro<tioUs  acts  both  of  individual  and  national  injostioe^* 


ivhf n  he  had,  in  fact,  declaied  htmaelf  bound  by  no  law» 
and  utterly  beyond  its  rc%cb-*-and  such  was  tbe  sitnatioii 
of  Buonaparte*— l)efore  what  tribunal  could  he  be  broujschti 
and  bow  was  vengeance  to  be  inflicted  upon  him  ?"  The 
paper  then  went  on,  said  the  noble  Lord,  to  enumeratt 
various  acts  of  atrocity  ascribed  to  the  ruler  of  France ; 
$uch  as  the  murder  of  the  Due  D*Enghient  of  Pich^rn,  of 
Captain  Wright,  of  Palm,  and  others,  treating  (he  subject 
in  sucb  a  way  that  no  one  could  understand  it  but  as  a 
direct  incitement  to  assassination.  In  this  view  be  waf 
most  anicious  thst  their  Lordships  and  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment should  solemnly  and  publicly  enter  their  protest 
against  any  such  doctrines,  that  it  might  go  abroad  to  the 
wo(ld,  apd  counteract  any  false  impressions  that  sucU 
doctrines  might  produce.  He  was  sorry  if  it  should  ba 
^und  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  law  did  not 
admit.of  the  publisher  of  sucb  doctrines  being  punished  in 
the  most.exemplary  manner. 

The  Marquis  WeUesletf  observed,  that  he  could  truly 
4^JF»  ,in  point  of  f^ct,  that  the  paper  in  question  was  neves 
seen  by  him  till  it  was  communicated  to  him  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite*  He  fully  coincided  i^ith  that  noble  Lord 
in  ti) inking  that^such  doctrines  <;ould  not  be  too  strongly 
reprobated,  and  that  the  atrocity  of  the  sentiments  could 
only  be  equalled  by  their  absurdity.  A  doctrine  mora 
horrid  in  all  respects  he  could  not  conceive;  and  he  dis* 
avqwed  it,  not  only  as  a  Minister  of  th^  Crown,  but  as  a 
mdn  of  common  sense.  This  writer  had  said,  that  the 
ruler  of  France  had  placed  himself  above  allUw;  but  he 
(Lord  W.)  trusted  that  there  still  remained  a  tribunal 
before  which  be  might  be  compelled  to  answer  even  in  this 
world.  The  nations  of  Europe  might  still  call  him  to 
account^  not  by  the  poniard  or  the  stiletto,  but  by  calling 
forth  all  their  energies,  and  punishing  him  in  the  field  for 
all  those  acts  of  perfidious  aggression,  by  which  his  name 
would  ever  be  rendered  odious.  In  that  point,  he  doubted 
not,  the  noble  Earl  would  concur  with  his  Majesty*s  Go« 
yernment.  1 1  was  lamentable  that  anoh  a  production  should 
have  issued  from  a  British  press ;  and  he  was  sorry  it  had 
escaped  his  attention,  though  for  only  a  few  days.  He 
would  only  add,  that  there  was  no  way  in  which  Govern* 
ment  could  take  an  opportunity  of  reprobating  such  doctrine 
that  they  would  not  adopt,  and  if  possible  bring  the  author 
of  it  to  condign  punishment* 
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Sir  Sgwmel  Romihy  rote«  tod  taid,  tbat  he  dhottld  be 

tremely  torry  that  a  queslioii  of  such  greai  public  iinpov* 

tancetbould  past  orcr  like  a  matter  of  coarse  without  any 

obaervatioos.    A  IthougL  the  patsitii;  of  loaol^^eot  Biila  from 

thne  to  time  became  necenaarj  from  the  defect  of  uor  laws, 

the  ftry  oMeaftilj  of  them  wu  a  reproach  to  oor  law.     He 

theoght  chat  it  would  bt  infinitely  better,  that  some  general 

Act  tnoold  be  p.tHied  ou  some  fixed  priocipie:  for  example^ 

if  after  an  imprisoument  of  tweWe  or  six  months,  or  any 

other  fixed  time,  any  debtor  should  be  entitled  to  hi^  libe- 

ration  upon  ^iyinic  on  his  property.    By  tlie  existing  kw 

the  creditor  itentitled  to  imyrl^bn  hi^  debtor  for  lifts  \<^X  the 

Legislatare  found  that  this  was  a  system  on  which  it  was 

impOH«ibie  to  act.    It  appeared  to  htin  that  it  wonld  be 

k  much  better  to  amend  the  defects  ol  the  sy«iem  by  a  general 

law;  and  be  highly  apptovedof  the  pnoctple«  of  a    Bill 

brought  in  in  another  pUce  (Lord  RecWdale's  Bill).«l« 

though  he  thought  it  was  capable  of  improvement  in  some 

of  iu  clauses* 

Sir  T*  TurOm  boped>  that  by  the  next  session,  fs^\\e* 
men  would  be  disposed  to  adinowledge  the  prci|iriety  of 
passiDg  ftome  general  Act  upon  this  subject;  as  the  fisol- 
▼ent  Acts  now  operated,  they  did  almost  as  moch  evil  as 

5ood,  as  they  certainly  let  out  a  great  number  of  fraocluleDt 
ebtors. 

The  House  then  weut  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill,  and 
several  clauses  were  broui^ht  up  by  Mr.  Honier,  whick 
principally  went  to  obliging  the  g;aoler  to  make  a  return, 
and  be  examined  with  respect  to  his  knowlcdi^e  of  the  pro<- 
perty  of  the/persons  imprisoned.  Tiiese  clauses  were  una- 
nimously ftgi^  ^^*  ^^  Report  was  recnived,  and  the  Bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

ADJOURNMENT* 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chmcelhr  of  the  Exckequerj  H 
vas  ordered  that  the  (louse,  at  its  rising,  should  adjourn  to 
Wednesday. 

.  WBAVEXS   PETITION. 

Cokmel  Stanley  said,  that  he  iras  extremely  sorrr  that  it 
was  nol  in  bis  power  to  propose  any  measure  foe  the  relief 
of  the  petitioners.  He  was  glad,  however,  that  the  petition 
had  "been  referred  to  a  Cpmmittee,  as  the  petitioners  thena* 
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selves  would  be  better  satisfied,  when  tbey  foand  tbat  al« 
iboagb  the  House  couM  give  no  relief,  they  bad  bestowed 
their  serious  attention  to  the  case  which  bad  been  laid  be- 
fore them.  It  was  certainly  a  most  afflicting  consideration^ 
that  in  the  town  of  Manchesier  alone  there  were  no  less 
than  95,400  persons,  who  had,  in  some  shape  or  another* 
received  parish  relief  in  the  present  year. 

The  ChaflctH<ir  of  the^  Exchequer  oh^rvedf  that  it  being 
now  before  the  House,  it  must  be  disposed  of  in  sonae  t^gn* 
lar  manner.         ' 

The  Speaker  suggested » that  it  wa^  the  usual  course  ia 
such  cases  for  soine  gentleman  to  move  the  farther  conside- 
ration of  the  Report  at  some  day  beyond  the  probable  dura- 
tion of  ihe  session. 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  rose  to  move,  that  the  report  be  taken 
into  farther  consideration  this  day  month.  He  said  that 
the  conduct  of  the  petitioners  throughout  was  highly  prais^ 
worthy,  and  such  as  must  excite  the  greatest  sympathy  for 
their  misfortanes.  He  however  deprecated  the  idea  of  re* 
viewing  the  general  policy  of  tt^e  government  of  the  conn- 
try  in  an  investigation  of  this  natnre* '  If  any  gentleman 
saw  any  thing  wrong  in  the  general  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment,  it  should  be  brought  forward  as  a  substantive  mea- 
sure, and  not  blended  up  with  the  sufferings  of  any  particu- 
lar class  of  {jeople.  This  might  excite  all  the  bad  passions* 
and  those.most  dangerous  t%  the  State,  withcxit  doing  the 
least  service.  If  any  particular  manufacture  fell  into  disuse* 
the  only  remedy  the  persons  emplojed  in  it  could  have^  was 
either  to  work  at  lower  prices,  or  to  employ  their  labour  In 
some  other  manner.  He  thought  that  many  of  our  manu- 
facturers would  be  obliged  to  turn  their  attention  to  «gricul-  ' 
ture*  which. wouM  make  this  country  independent  of  the 
rest  of  the  world.  He  thought  it  was  necessary  to  extin- 
guish any  hope  of  their  meeting  relief  in  any  other 
manner. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  after  expressing  great  compassion  for  the 
sufferings  of  the  manufacturers,  said,  that  the  relief  which 
they  wished  for  was  such  as  the  House  could  not  possibly 
arfford.  What  the^y  seemed  most  anxious  for,  was,  that  the 
master  manufacturers  should  be  obliged  to  fr\ye  them,  ihe 
same  wages  when  there  is  no  market  for  the  goods  as  if  there 
vms  one.  This  was  a  remedy  which  could  not  be  thought 
of  on  any  principles  of  justice. 


6It  TUB  PAELIAUBHTAtT  mBOlSTBl.  [COX^ 

Tbe  farther  oooftideratioo  of  the  peTitioa  was  thea  pool- 
poDed  for  a  month* 

MONUMEVTS   TO  TWO  OBVBBAL9., 

%he  Chancellor  of  the  Excluauer  rose  to  move  for  pub* 
lie  monuments  to  ttie  memory  or  Major-Geoienil  Mackenzie 
and  Brigadier-General  Langwortb,  who  fell  at  the  battle  or 
Talavera.  He  was  extremely  conoerned»  that  he  was  so 
misconceived  on  Friday  as  to  he  understood  to  mean  Sir  W. 
Meyers  in  his  notice.  Although  he  was  as  sensible  as  anj 
man  of  the  gallantry  of  Sir  W.  Meyers,  who  fell  at  the  glo- 
rious battle  of  Albuert,  yet  the  House  would  see  that  it  wa& 
necessary  to  draw  a  line  somewhere,  and  that  a  person  must 
have  arrived  at  a  certain  military  rank  before  such  an  ho- 
nour was  paid  to  his  memory.  Major-General  Mackenzie, 
and  Brigadier-General  Langworth,  were  of  that  rank;  and 
he  took  bonie  shame  to  himself  for  not  having  oroposed  it 
before.  The  fact  was.  that  when  he  movea  tne  vote  of 
thanks  on  the  former  occasior^,  it  was  the  first  time  he  had 
ever  made  a  similar  motion,  and  he  did  not  then  know  that 
even  (he  rank  of  Major-General  was  sufficient  to  have  such  a 
public  honour  bestowed;  but,  upon  inquiry,  he  found  tliat 
it  was  us>iaL  Atler  touching  shortly  on  the  merits  of  Ge- 
neral Mackenzie,  wtrich  were  eminently  displayed  in  tbe 
command  of  the  advanced  guard  at  Talavera ;  and  abo  after 
bcstowini:  commendations  on  Brigadier-General  Lai^worth, 
an  otiicer  in  tiie  German  Legion ;  he  concluded  by  moving 
*'  nn  humble  Address  to  tlie  Prince  Regent,  praying  him  to 
order  public  monuments  to  be  erected  in  the  church  of  St. 
Paul,  to  those  two  Generals,  and  assuring  him  that  the 
House  would  make  good  tbe  same.'* 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  C.  Smithy  the  Address 
was  voted,  fiem.  con. 

THB   msSIOMARlES. 

Mr.  Prendergast  would  wish  to  put  a  question  to  soms 
honourable  Members,  whom  he  then  saw  in  their  places. 
He  re.idy  from  a  newspaper,  proceedinprs  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  at  a  public  dinner.  To  ttic-se  resolutions  were 
signcit  the  names  of  Mr.  Will^erforce,  Mr.  Babington,  Mr. 
Grant,  and  Mr.  H.  Thornton.  Tbe  part  to  which  hisat- 
tention  wa&  particularly  directed,  was  that  resolution  by 
which  **  250/.  was  to  be  given,  to  pay  persons  for  reading 
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p  '  the  Scripture  in  the  market-places  of  the  populous  dties  'vat 
Asia."  He  wished  to  know^  did  those  gentlemeQ  aTowsuch 
aresolutioo? 

The  ChmctUor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke  to  order. 

The  Spealier  said,  that  it  was  certainly  quite  new  id  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament,  for  Member^  to  be  questioned  ia 
that  House  about  what  passed  at  tayern  dinners. 

Mr.  Prendergasi  said,  that  this  paper  would  ^o  to  India, 
and  might  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief  there.  It  appeared 
to  him  a  matter  of  such  public  importance,  that  he  must,  ia 
-  some  way  or  other^  bring  it  before  Parliament. 

FROPIKTY-TAX. 

Sir  T.  Ti/trtoH  said,  that  he  had  been  in  possession  of  tho 
House  before  that  conversation  began,  and  bad  only  sat 
down  on  supposing  that  the  honourable  Member  was  bring* 
ing  forward  somethmg  respecting  the  privileges  of  the 
House.  He  was  sure  tie  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wil« 
berforce)  would  give  bim  any  information  he  wished  upoa 
that  subject  in  piivate.  He  should  now,  with  the  perrata»ioa 
of  the  House,  proceed  to  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice.  He  thought  it  was  most  evident,  that  the  Property* 
tax,  as  it  was  calTtd,  was  very  unequal  in  its  operation,  and 
very  oppressive  on  many  classes  of  sopiety.  %  -A  penon  who 
bad  200/.*per  annum  by  an  annuity,  which  would  expire 
with  his  life,  was  called  upon  to  contribute  his  iOL  as  well 
as  the  man  who  had  his  200/.  per  annum  from  land  that 
Vould  sell  at  thirty  years'  purchase,  although  the  one  maa 
would  have  property  to  the  value  of  0,000/.  to  leave  to  his 
family,  and  the  otbi?r  would  have  nothing.  This  was  in 
the  highest  degree  unequal  and  unfair.  It  was  very  hard 
upon  poor  excisemen,  whose  salaries  were  but  70/.  or  80/.  a- 
year^  that  they  should  be  obliged  to  pay  income-tax.  It 
was  extremely  hard  on  those  whose  incomes  were  not  60/« , 
per  annum*  It  was  also  extremely  oppressive  on  the  small 
stock-holder  whose  dividend  amounted  to  fprty  shillinga 
a-year.  If  it  could  be  proved  that  the  tax  was  unequal  and 
Qnju$t>  it  ought  to  be  equalised  and  set  right,  even  although 
the  revenue  must  lose  by  such  alteration.  After  some  far* 
ther  observations,  he  concluded  by  moving  ^^  that  the  House  . 
do,  at  an  early  period  in  the  next  Session,  take  the  inequa«i 
lit  ies  of  the  Property-tax  into  their  consideration ." 

The  Chancellor  y  the  Exchequer  said,  that  he  was  always 


Iia< 


I 

•14  TBS  PASLIAttBVTAET  fteOtSTBK*  fcoi 

.^  t.  the  Hooie  ^^in^  .acli  pM^  ..te.  ibm 
KHBdhtng  fery  particahf  b  the  OBture  aad  aigoicy  oflhe 
mcMurc  propoiiea,  as  wtth6at  sach  a  pledge  it  hm  coomDM 
lent  to  any  Member  of  Piirliaiaciit  to  htinff  Ule  mbject  for- 
wattiasearlT  as  he  pleased  in  tbe  next  Sessioa ;  and  the  giv- 
mg  tl»e  pledge,  while  it  did  «iiot  leallv  bind  the  Hooae  to 
adopt  any  particiilar  aMaHiie,  yet  voald  appear  to  the  p«b« 
lie  like  pronomiciog  aa  opinion  apoii  tbe  iaD|ect,  and  hold- 
\         ing  out  some  sort  of  promise,  that  an  alteration  was  to  he 
made.    Now,  when  a  former  Administralioii  thooght  pro* 
T  to  raise  the  income^ajr  to  ten  per  cent*  be  thought  thejr 
lad  acted  wisely  and  manAiUy  ;  and  although  he  did  not 
agr^  with  them  in  tbeai^ment*  that  it  would  be  plpasanfer 
to  pay  ten  per  cent,  at  oooe,  yet  lie  approved  of  the  mcrease 
of  the  tax.    If  be  thought  it  necessary  at  that  time,  (he  pub* 
lie  exfMsnditure  was  certainly  notdiminisbed  since  that  time, 
and  therefore  he  must  oppose  a  material  diminotiou  of  tbe 
revenue.    The  honourable  Baronet  had  huoriself  been  aware, 
that  the  alteratives  he  intended  to  jiropoae  would  produce  a 
material  diminution  in  the  revenue ;  and  diere  would  be^no 
way  of  supplying  it  but  by  laying  tas^js  on  some  of  the  ne> 
cessaries  of  life,  which  would  press  as  strongly  upon  tbe 
poorer  classes,  as  the  tax  from  which  it  vms  proposed  to  re- 
lieve them.    As  for  laying  a  higher  ineoroe»tax  npoir  the 
richer  classes,  that  would  l^a  complete  subversion  of  all  the 
principles  of  justice,  by  which  the  property  of  all  men 
shoula  be  equally  protected  by  the  law.     As  to  wb;ftt  the 
honourable  mronet  had  said  of- the  war  bring  carried 
on  from  a  sanguinary  motive,  he  could  not  agree  with 
bim;  he  did  not  think  the  people  of  this  country  were 
actuated  by  any  such  principle,  and  he  was  certun  the 
war  had  never  been  continued  by  Ministers  on  any  other 
{ground  than  from  a  thorough  conviction  of  its  absointe 
necessity. 

Mr.  IV.  SrnUh  said,  though  lie  agreed  with  the  right  ho- 
nourable  gentleman  that  the  difficulty  of  modifying  tnis  tax 
was  extreme,  yet  he  did  not  sec  any  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  attended  \o.  He  had  therefore  seconded  the  motion,and 
thought  the  House  ought  to  show  the  -people,  that  where 
irrejnfularitics  do  exist,  it  will  do  its  utmost  to  correct  tliem. 
If  they.  Avere  to  tuke  off  from  the  lower  classes,  and  put  it  on 
the  higher,  it  >vould  unquestionably  give  ease  and  quiet  to. 
the  public;  nod  he  was  therefore  of  opinion,  the' House 
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wooid  do  wdl  Id  pledging  itself  to  taketbe  subject  into  coa« 
•ideration  early  in4be  next  searion. 

Sir  T.  Tufiom  shortly  replied.    He  never  had  an  idea  of 
taking  the  whole  tax  off  the  lower  classes,  and  placing  it  on 
the  higher;  but  be  thongbt  a  medium  of  approxiraatioa 
might  be  hit  npon ;  and  it  was  on  the  principle  of  contri« 
butiDg  according  to  ability,  that  Ke  wished  to  advocate  the 
measure.    If  ever  there  was  a  period  in  .which  there  was  a 
necessity  for  Ministen  to  consider  how  far  the  people  could  ' 
not  coniribnte  from  inability,  the  present  was  unquestionably 
that  period.     Every  thing  that  could  be  done  by  oooragn 
and  noble  exerti^n^^he  was  confident  would  beeffiicted ;  but 
the  struggle  he  was  convinced  would  be  long,  and  it  would 
be  highly  necessary  to  husband  our  means  of  carr}'ing.ori 
the  war.     It  was  impossible  we.  could  hold  out  otherwise 
against  the  superior  population  of  France,  because  for  eVtry 
5,000  men  we  lose,  they  can  afford  to  lose  20,000.     This* 
motion   had  engaged  his  attention  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  and  he  thought  it  soiiftportant,that  though  he  should « 
now  fail  in  it,  he  would  certainly  bring  it  forward  in  the  . 
next  Session. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived  wi(hout  a  divisbn* 

The  Lords'  ameadaients  to  the  Militia  Intevchange  Bin 
were}  on  the  motion  of  Mx,  Secretary  Ryder,  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pren/iergmii  gave  notice,  that  h€  would  on  Wediies*^ 
day  move  for .  aU  the  papers  sent  to  India  relative  to  the 
English  Missionaries* 

Sir  T.  Turtotiy  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  post- 
poned the  ooBsidemtion  of  Mr.  Mason's  ])etition  to  Wed« 
nesday. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


\ 


^  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WBDNHSDAT,  4VhB26. 

A  little  before  four  o'clock  the  Committee  of  Privileges 
adjonrnedy'in  ordgr  that  the  Roj^al  Assent  mi^hth^  given 
by  Commission  to  several  Bills ;  and  the  House  naving  met, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  A ylesford  and  Lord  Wal- 
singham,  took  their  scats  as  bis  Majesty's  Commissioners. 
The  Commons  having  come  to  the  bar,  the  Royal  Assent 
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^vas  declned  fad  notified  in  the  uraal  form  to  the  Appro^ 

firiatioQ  Bill,  the  Lottery  BUI,  the  Vote  of  Credit  Bill,  the 
rtsh  Duties  and  Drawbacks*  Bill,  the  Irbh  Vote  of  Credit 
Bill,  the  Timber  Daties*  Bill,  the  Irish  Staj?e  Coaches  Bill, 
the  Militia  Bills,  the  Temple-Bar  Improvement  Bill,  the 
the  Army  Priae-Money  Bill,  the  Soldiers*  FamUies  Bitl, 
the  Cornish  Miners*  Bill,  Lord  Cloncarry*s  Divorce  Bill, 
the  Bank  Silver  Token  Bill,  several  local  and  private  BtUs — 
in  all  67. 

Earl  Stanhope  gave  notice  that  he  should  to-morrow 
introduce  a  Bill  respecting  the  buyiqg  of  Guineas  and  the 
depreciation  of  Bank-notes^  and  moved  that  the  Loids  be 
summoned.—- Ordered* 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

W£aNBSDAY,  JUKE  <6* 
PETITION    OF   Mn.    MASO^. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  the  case  of  Mr.  St.  John  Mason, 
vrhich  he  ^as  now  bringing  before  the  House,  was  one  of 
the  most  unexampled  grievances  which  had  ever  oocorred  in 
the  annals  of  oppression  in  this  country.  From  his  former 
experience  it  was  his  wish  that  the  Irish  Gorerament  should 
agree  to  take  Mr.  Mason's  case  into  their  own  hands ;  but 
from  the  absence  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  lately 
principal  Secretary*  and  now  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
for  Ireland,  he  was  obliged  to  rdioqnish  any  hopes  he 
might  have  formed  on  that  subject.  It  was  some  time 
since  Mr.  Mason. had  suffered  the  oppression  and  injustice 
of  which  he  complained  ;  but  it  was  proper  to  observe  that 
Mr.  Biason  brought  no  charge  against  Lord  Hardwicke, 
under  whose  Administration  that  oppression  took  place. 
What  Mr.  Mason  complained  of  was,  that  on  false  informa- 
tion he  had  been  arrested  and  kept  in  imprisonment  for  two 
years  in  one  of  the  roost  loathsome  and  unclean  prisons 
which  the  imagination  of  man  could  conceive.  The  honors 
of  the  Irish  prisons  could  not  even  be  imagined  by  those 
who  had  not  attended  (o  the  Keix>rt  which  had  been  made 
on  the  subject.  Two-thirds  of  the  gaols,  especially  of  those 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  which  were  the  principal 
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gaols  oF  this  country,  were  declared  to  be  a  cdmpletai 
nuisiance.  If  was  astonishing  that  these  abases  should  have 
subsisted  so  lon^  under  tlie  cqgnizanceoFso  many  Members 
df  Parliament  of  that  country  in  this  House.  The  power 
of  (he  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine  into  the  prisooi 
dbuses  in  Irelnnd,  was  limKed  to  that  ob^t  alone.  Some 
of  those  prison^r8  who  like  Mr.  Mason  were  arrested*  and 
put' into  confinement  without  any  sufficient  caiise,  during 
the  suspension  of  the  Halieas  Corpus  Act,  thought  them* 
selves  entitled  to  compen!$ation  for  the  imury  which  they 
bad  sustain^!  from  it;  but  Mr.  Mason  haa  uniformly  pet* 
severed,  with  an  anxiety  which  did  him  the  highest  honour^ 

,  not  to  seek  for  compensation  for  the  losses  which  he  haa 
iiustained  in  being  dra^^sred  from  an  honourable  profession 
to  the  destruction  of  all  his  future  prospects  in  life,  but  ta 
have  his  character,  which  had  suffered  in  the  eyes  ofihe 
wbfld  by  a  groundless  imprisonment,  a^in  restored  to  him. 
He  h^'  uniformly-  persisted  in  challenging  all  inquiry  into 
His  conduct,  and  in 'calling  upon  Grovemment  to  shew  any 
tfaibg  to  the  contrary  of  his  statement.  There  was  one 
paragraph  of  his  petition  particularly  deserving  of  notice^ 
m  which  he  stated  that  he  had  applied  tathe  Irish  Govern* 
ihent,  again  and  again  soliciting  an  examination  into  bis 
Conduct,  but  that  all  applications  which  be  had  hitherto 
itiade  had  been  unavailing;  and  be  therefore  concluded  that 
the  Irish  Government  were  under  an  absolute  inabilitv  to 
state  any  just  cause  for  his  imprisonment.  *  Mr.  Masoa 

^clarged  the  Government  of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke  with 
injustice  and  oppression  towards  bim»  and  with  an  abuse  of 
the  power  which  had  been  granted  to  them  for  thepro*.. 
tection  of  the  people;  and  no  answer  had  been  made  to.  oim 
from  which  it  might  be  possible  to  say  whether  the  infor* 
mation  received  by  the  Government  was  such  as  to  justify^ 
them.  If  the  information  upon  which  a  man  was  deprived 
of  his  liberty  was  not  producible,  then  there  was  an  ei^  to 

*every  thin^  like  redress.  If  they  were  to  keep  a  man  ia 
ctistody  for  twoyearsy  and  then  to  be  allowed  to  say,  it  is 
true  wehave  thought  proper  to  impri^n  you  for  two  years, 
we  have  been  the  ruin  of  you  and  your  family^  but  we  did 
if  upon  very  sufficient  information,  vhich  we  will  not  pro* 
duce^that  was  no  answer  to  the  petitioner.  What  possible 
reason  could  Government  have  to  oppose  his  claim  f  He* 
wished  Goverhment  themselves  to  take  up  this  examination^ 
ttfat  they  might  see  that  they  had  proceeded  on  false  inform 
Vol.  111.^1811.  4  K 
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matioo.  Wat  it  not  tbc  wish  of  Lord  HudwidEe  bimadf 
that  thii  examioatHNi  tbootd  be  eattwei  opoo  ?  Bcie  he 
stood  cliarf^  with  oppmsion  by  a  penoo  who  defied  hiat 
to  produce  any  ibio^  againti  him.  Sorply»  then,  il  ntnst 
be  bb  wish  to  examine  into  the  charges  oo  which  Mr. 
Ifason  was  imprisoned,  that  if  they  shoohl  torn  out  un- 
founded, be  might  liKve  tbc  sattsfiictioQ  of  restoring  Mr. 
Mason  to  bis  former  character  in  society.  Under  such  aa 
impre^ion,  he  bad  no  idea  of  the  GoTemment^s  contrafrert- 
ing  this  petition.  There  were  two  ways  alone  by  which  the 
petitioner  could  obtain  redieis.  One  of  these  was  by  the 
ippointment  of  a  Committee  op  stairs;  but  at  this  late- 
period  of  tbe  Session,  as  it  would  be  neoessaiy,  in  older 
to  gire  the  ncresuir^  information  to  that  Commitleei  to 
move  for  tbe  production  of  a  number  of  papers  in  Ifefauidy 
it  was  imfi^ibie  to  aniictpate  any  benefit  from  a  Cocn* 
mittee.  What  he  bad  to  jiroposc  was,  to  leave  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Irish  Government  tbemftdves,  in  tbe 
fame  way  as  the  examination  of  the  prison  abuses  bad  been 
entrusted  to  tbero^  i^hich  lie  would  ibUow  as  a  precedent; 
ahd  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  consequence  of  such  exami- 
nation would  I)e  tbc  restoratjon  of  character  to  Mr.  BCason. 
He  should  therefore  move  that  an  Address  be  presented  to 
the  Prince  Recent,  tliat  an  inquiry  should  be  instituted  into 
the  grounds  on  which  «h>Iin  Su  John  Mason,  esq.  was 
imprisoned,  who5ie  politibn  was  laid  before  the  House  oo 
the  17th  day  of  May  last,  Sec. 

Mr,  Yorke  seconded  the  motion.  This  subnet  bad  more 
than  once  hct*n  before  the  House,  but  tbc  righ^honourable 
gentleman  had  always  fallen  upon  some  day  towards  the 
eud  of  the  i^ssion.  In  t  he  presient  Session  notice  was  given 
two  or  three  times,  but  the  motion  hud  been  removed  from 
time  to  time  to  the  prcsc^nt  time.  If  this  was  a  case  of 
uncxaniplofl  oppression,  he  should  have  imagined  that  it 
would  have  been  biouglit  foniard  among  the  earliest  things 
of  the  Session.  The  imprisonment  took  placc,in  1803,  and 
Mr.  Mason  Mas  released  so  long  ago  as  in  1805— -why  was 
the  affair  not  earlier  canvass^  ?  The  ri^bt  honourable 
gentlcQian  had  stated  what  the  petitioner  did  not  state,  the 
place  in  which  lie  was  imprisoned  was  loathsome  and  abomi-^ 
nftble;  but  he  apprehended  the  right  honourable  genUe- 
man  could  hardly  have  read  the  I&port  on  the  subject  of 
the  Irish  Prisons^  Inrcause  that  Report  completely  refuted  any 
such  assertion.     Speaking  of  Mason  and  Loogi  it  stated^ 
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that  the  Commissioners  took  it  for  granted  thatGrovern*. 
ment  had  some  cause  for  the  distinction  with  which  thejr 
were  treated  ;  for  although  thejr  made  the  heaviest  imputa-  * 
tions  on  (he  manner  of  their  treatment,  the  Commissioner^ 
could  onljr  impute  it  to  exasperation*    He  apprehended 
therefore,  tliat  there  was  no  foundation  for  this  charge,  and 
that  Mr.  Mason  had  had  every  indulgence  compatible  with 
Bis  situation.     A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  the  pro*' 
ducibility  pf  the  cvidenc^,  and  that  tf  it  was  not  to  be  pro- 
duced, tbera  could  be  no  redress ;  but  this  reasoning  would: 
not  only  apply  to  this,  but  ail  cases  under  the  suspension  o€ 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  would  go  the  length  of  pre* 
irenting  any  such  suspension  from  ever  taking  place.    From 
the  Revolution  downwards,  it  had  been  found  necessary 
to  ^ve  powers  to  the  Cr6wn  at  certam  times  to  arrest ' 
Qn  such  information  as,  if  developed,  wouM  prevent  any 
benefit«ccruing  from  those  mea^res  which  the  times  might 
vender  necessary.      It  was  no  doubt  very  laudable  in  the 
lietitioner^  to  wish  to  clear  his  character.     He  believed  the 
information  on  which  Grovernment  acted  would  be  found 
dontrary  to  the  CKpectation  of  that  gentleman,  but  lH  should 
be  happy,  were  it  otherwise.     I^rd  Hardwicke  could  have 
no  wish  to  oppress  Mr.  Mason,  £>r  he  was  personally  un^ 
known  to  hioi. 

Mr.   Wm.  Smith  wished  to  do  away  ey|ery  unfavoarable 
impression  which  the  distance  of  time  might  make  in  the 
House.      He  had  met  the  petitioner  occasionally  at  the* 
House  of  a  common  friend ;  and  if  any  delay  had  taken 
place  in  bringing  hi|i  ca^se  forward,  he  could  take  it  on  hingt^ 
to  say,  that  it  wus  not  attributable  to  him,  though  other 
gentlemen  might  innocently  enough  be  the  cause  of  it^ 
becaose  be  would  take  it  upon  him  to  say  Mr.  Mason  was- 
incessantly  endeavouring  to  forward  his  petitioiv    If  Mr. 
Mason  had  not  good  and  sufficient  grounds,  he  could  not 
imagine  he  would  be  so  anxious  io  procure  an  examination 
in  public  or  in  private,  or  in  any  other  way.     He  acted     ' 
like  a  man  conscious  of  his  own  ionocence.     it  might  very 
well  happen  that  in  a  country  like  Ireland,  where  parties 
were  in  such  a  state  of  exasperation,  if  anonymous  informal 
tion  were  listened  to  without  any  confrontation,  an*  innocent 
nian  might  become  the  victim  of  a  partv  spleen  and  malice. 
The  right  honourable  |entleman  (Mr.  Yorke)  had  said,  the 
argument  extended  to  all  HabAs  Corpus  Suspension  cases« 
He  confessed  be  was  more  anxious  for  the  general  th^n  t^e  i^* 


Act ;  ImH  «hal  va»  tktf 
mfm$i  Ami  the  vmbkic  wabty  s^bt  i«|«iic  wm  mji^rj  ia 
WtvidMl^  boUnf  Mfli  ap  to  all  Ik  memhta  of  todtij 

■I  bit  dmaimin^  bw 
r  'Wbcie  wm  the  reaeiljfor  this  opfivnaios  ? 
Tbifto«i^t*Mi(  toliemUowctlfoUke  plarr  ia  a  6er  coantij. 
TWte  OQgbc  to  be  aonw  tribunal  appmoKil,  «  bne  aa  iajund 
iBJirirtnal  miirfit  fOfk  ndrc»;  aorJ  if  Guwemm^mi  cuoli 
ibov  so  gitpacfa  far  ibe  deprivatioo  of  a  msm\  kbntj,  thoa 
W  o^gbt  to  be  daciaffed  ioooceot  of  thoie  criinci  for  the  iw 
picuNi  of  urbicb  be  va*  ancslflL  la  th»  wiy  U  would  be 
peHibk  to  foooacUe  tbe  jaOioedortothecmmCfj  at  buee 
«itb  tbe  jortice  doe  to  aoj  Lmiiridail  who  m-^-U  Mifier 
|br  tbe  take  of  the  ooonlrj  at  laree.  He  vKhrd  tbat  o 
GoamHtce  op  atairi  bad  brai  apfioialed,  as  the  GoferooMSt 
flight  Terr  oatorally  wiib  to  jatttfj  tlienHelr(3. 

'Jhs  CnmmeOar  cf  ike  Eackcqaer  aaid^  then  imtc  caaea 
10  whicit  it  roigfct  be  nccewttrj  to  anot  pifBom  oa  ioSm^ 
flMtiofi  which  cooM  not  onlj  not  be  disclosed  at  tbe  tiioe^ 
bat  which  be  woald  say  oo?ht  nerer  to  be  disdoscd,  aa  bj  a 
bivaeb  of  faith  they  woold  oerer  after wanls  receive  siaidar 
faifernMitioo*  He  beliered  no  Jor j  would  awaid  <laaiagea 
in  a  case  like  the  present,  if  no  unieasonable  or  anprindpled 
baidabip  could  be  brought  forwani  The  waj  which  the 
petitbmer  had  chosen  seemeJ  to  him  the  best  way  which  he 
oeold  take ;  for  it  was  in  tbe  power  of  the  Gofemment  to 
take  tucb  meuom  as  would  ensure  secf«sf«— and  if  Ibo 
House  was  not  saii«6eil  with  the  Report,  it  was  coiapcient 
to  Older  a  fortlier  esamination* 

Sir  Francis  Burdeii  said  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  th^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to  him  of  such  a  oatui^ 
tbat  if  they  were  true,  we  seemed  to  bare  no  security  for 
peffKmal  liberty  in  this  oouotry,  more  than  what  was  pos* 
~  by  'men  in  other  countries.  If  a  man  was  to  be  kept  in 
confinement  for  two  years,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which'  Gorernroent  acted  were  not  to  be  maile  known  to 
bimi  it  was  impossible  to  define  arbitrary  power  move  cam* 
plelely.  'Phis  was  just  such  a  doctrine  as  one  would  expert 
to  hear  from  Buoiiapart£*s  Minister  of  Police,  or  wboefer 
else  should  fill  a  situation  corresponding  to.  that  of  the  right 
bonoureble  gentleman  over  the  way.  The  Suspension  of 
tbe  Habeas  Corpus  Act  gavl  Ministers  np  right  to  imprisoa. 
penooa  whom  Ibey  were  not  authorised  otberwiae  to  ioK 


/ 


priMKi :  it  only  took  awajr  from  tbe  u^fortjiiMte  jndivHlwit 
the  right  of  forcing  ofi  Kis  ti^jal  vithin  a  fra$onabIe  timef. 
With  Tfspect  to  the  treatment  which  the  petitioner  ha4 
leceived  firom  Dr.  Trevor,  he  would  aak,  what  epWtir  Dr^ 
Trevor  had  to  alter  the  treatment  of  the  pri^oiiei?.  .Them 
seemed  to  be  lately  a  new  mode  of  [Mxiceedtng  adopfed  wit|^ 
respect  to  gaols,  persons  interfering  in  the  maoagomeiit  of 
them  who  had  no  right  to  interfere.  '  They  Weie  told  of  thif 
character  of  Dr.  Trevor,  and  they  were  also  «ure  to  be  laid 
of  the  character  of  the  unfortunate  complainen.  This  put 
him  mind  ofihejcaseof a  gentleman^ Steward.  Whenever 
any  compl^nt  was  made  against  bis  conduct,  tbe  person  whei 
complained  always  stole  his  master's  faggots.  He  heard  tht 
other  day  of  the  improper  conduct  of  a  person -under  coA-i 
fioement  in  this  country.  What  that  impropriety  was  bo 
could  not  conceive.-— If  the  prisoner  had  eoileavoured  ta  . 
fflfect  his  escape,  then  the  gaoler  was  bound  in  duty  ;(p  tako 
pleasures  for  securing  him ;  but  he  was  not  at  liberty  t6 
punish  thifi^  individual  at  his  own  discretion.  HesbouIA 
wish  to  see  an  action  brought  against,  Oovernmeiit  by  tbd 

fetitioner,.  and  he  thought  that  any  Jury  would  give  it  ia 
is  favour.  It  was  always  the  case  with  governments  ta 
possete  an  unwarrantable  jealousy  with  regard  to  the  sab* 
jects;  they  wbhed  always  to  make  assurance  double  aur^ 
lather  than  allow  some  persons  to  escape  from  whom  the/, 
apprehended  danger.  '  '^ 

Mt.  C.  Hutchinson  said  he  should  be  sorry,  in  voting  for. 
the  present  motion,  if  any  onie  should  suppose  that  be  was 
anywise  reflecting  on  the  character  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  of, 
'whose.  Administration  the  leading  features  were  lenity  and 
conciliation.  At  the  time  when  Mr.  RIason  was  arrested, 
there  was  no  rebellion  in  Irehind,  bu  merely  an  alarm  and 
suspicion ;  and  there  was  every  appearance,  from  the  anxiety 
which  ^that  gentleman  disi>layed  to  Imve  his  case  examined 
into,  t&at  he  was  innocent.  But  in  sending  this  investigation 
to  the  Jrish  G0ycrnment)  there  was  no  imputation  thrown, 
on  the  Irish  Government^  because  it  was  perfectly  possibk 
tajf  the  Chief  Governor,  however  amiable,  to  have  been  mis* 
Ifd,  and  for  acts  of  the  greatest  outrage  to  have  been  com-, 
mitted  under  his  auspices  under  the  pretext  of  keeping 
down  rebellion;  and  though  he  was  not  for  charging  |ho 
sobk  Earl  with  countenancing  these  oppressive  measnresi 
yet  be  would  say,  that  the  greatest  outrages  which  were 
committed  in  1796;  \rere  not  committed  by  the  vebelsy  but 


fit  THS  VAmtimtVTAtT  mBOiTrsR.        [cov. 

by  tiKne  irho  acted  onder  the  GoTeramoit.  To  bis  knoim 
Ifflffe  tf venil  iimoeeiit  indirtdaab  bad  been  niioed  bj  (he 
measom  adopted  towards  them,  and  then  let  loose  on  the* 
wontfy  witboot  letribution  or  compensation. 

Mr*  l4mg  said,  thct  snch  wss  tlie  lenitj  of  Loid  Hard« 
wicke,  that  he  had  been  desired  by  him  to  examine  into  the 
cases  of  the  several  prisoners,  and  to  report  them  to  him, 
wHh  the  anxious  desire  to  flod  out  any  thine  in. their 
fivoor.  He  •then  mentioned  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Blason, 
whirh,  be  said,  was  perfectly  proper. 

Mr*  Sherikim  denied  that  any  char^  was  meant  to  be 
%roQ|rht  against  Lord  liartlwicke.      All  that  wasallegeily 
was  that  Lord  Hardwicke  had  been  deceived.      But  the 
chief  point  to  which  he  was  anxious  to  advv^rt,  was,  the 
view  which  bad  been  taken  of  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Cnrpns  Act.— 'Most  erroneous  notions  were  enlntainod  evm 
by  lawiyers  on  this  subject.      Many  gentlemen  appeared  to 
Ihink,  that  by  the  suspension  of'  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
Government  might  on  the  slijjrhtest  suspicion  seize  any  one, 
^  and  confine  him  without  a  trial  as  lon^  as  it  pleased.    The 
'  suspension  ii^ve  no  such  power.      He  maintained  that  iC 
•ever  had  bn*n  so  acted  upon  since  the  Revolution  till  Mr. 
Pitt's  Administration.     The  extent  of  the  power  was  thi»— 
that  Government  having  committed  a  person  upon  such  in? 
formation  as  wouM  at  any  time  have  justified  that  com- 
mitment, might,  by  virtue  of  thd"  suspension,  pat  off  the 
trial ;   and  this  in  critical  times  roi^ht  be  necessary,  as  a 
pmnature  disclosure  of  the  evidence  might  ia  certain  cir* 
cnmsfances  beextremelv  prejudicial.     But  under  Mr.  ntt*c 
Administration  they  dia  not  wait  for  this  information,  nor 
was  it  specified  in  their  warrants  that  any  sdch  infe^-matioii 
bad  been  obtained.    They  thought,  that  from  the  most 
trifling  suspicion  in  their  own  breast  they  might  imprison 
and  keep  the  object  of  their  suspicion  as  long  as  they  pleased. 
They  were  in  reality  guilty  of  a  serious  crime,  and  the 
gaolers  too,were  criminal  who  consented  too  receive  prisoners 
under  sach  warranto.      And  what  was  the  remedy  for  these 
proceedings?    An  Act  of  Indemnity.     He  knew  it  most 
come  to  tliati  for  they  themselves  found  that  their  conduct 
was  illegal.  .  if  Ministers  w^re  permitted  to  act  thus,  and  to 
be  ifidemnitied  for, such  conduct,,  there  was  no  security  for 
the  lib(*rty  of  the  subject.     Sham  plots,  or  real  plots,  or 
plots  of  any  description,  would  afi<>rd  the  Minister  a  pretetlce 
tor  confining  persons  obnoxious  to  him*    The  indemnity  to^ 
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^hich  be  aPuded  passed  under  the  Adminbif^iM  of  -Lofd 
Sidmouth,  and  it  imsthe  only  Act  of  that  AdniinistratioQ 
which  he  bad  decidedly  reprobated*  As  to  Mr*  MiAon*^ 
having  recourse  to  a  Jurj,  that  was  utterly  impracticaUok 
Mr.  Mason  had  applied  in  all  quarters  for  trial  and  redress^^ 
to  every  new  Lord- Lieutenant — to  every  new  Chief  Secre- 
tary— and,  being  himself  a  lawyer^  it  would  hare  been  Strang 
if  he  bad  overlooked  a  trial  by  Jury  if  that  had  been  open 
to  him.  Mr»  Mason»  he  had  no  doubt,  would  have  beea 
happy  to  have  appeah'd.  to  a  Jury  of  hi&  countrymen  ;  but, 
as  he  stated  in  hb  petition,  he  could  not  get  redress  by  the 
ordinary  forms  of  law ;  and  he  was  persuaderU  that,  6a 
inquiry,,  it  would  be  found  that  he  could  not  have  reooane 
to  a  Jury.  As  to  the  condi/ict  of  Dr.  Trevor*  he  contended^ 
that  after  the  documents  which  had  been  produced  by  hinn 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  the  affi(lavits  of  the  most  honour* 
able  persons,  it  was  hardly  possible  to  doubt  but  Dr.  Trevor 
had^beefi  'j^uilty  of  gross  oppression.  An  tmnitry^was  bad 
in  consequence  of  the  statement  which  he  had  made  to  thd 
House,  and  he  would  now  read  some  passages  finom  the 
fieport  of  the  Commissioners.  (He  accordingly  reiEid  some 
extracts)  from  which  it  appeared,  that  thirteen  persons  hiul 
been  confined  in  one  cell,  ISUfeet  by  12;  and  the  reasoa 
alleged  for  this  was,  that  the  prisoners  would  by  this  means  ^ 
be  more  under  the  eye  of  the  keeper.  It  had  been  stated 
that  Kilmainham  gaol  was  a  very  clean  place;  but  the 
report  was,  that  though  it  Imd  been  once  a  very  clean  place^ 
yet  for  five  years  past  it  had  been  filthy  beyond  description. 
He  was  sure  the  chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  must  now  feel 
'Very  happv  that  he  had  agreed  to  the  examination  into  the 
state  of  the  prisons,  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  formerly  pro* 
posed.  As  Mr.  Mason's  case  was  at  last  to  be  investigated 
by  the  Irish  Government,  he  had  cfbly  to  express  his  hope 
that  he  would  be  fully  heard  in  his  own  defence.  (Jertain  it 
was,  that  the  language  of  Mr.  Mason  was  not  that  of  one  con*  ^ 
scions  of  guilt,  or  afraid  of  trial. — ^The  motion  was  theit . 
agreed  to.         . 

'in  compliance  with  a  message  fi^om  the  Lords,  the 
Reports  relative  to  the  draining  of  Irish  bogs  were  sent 
them, 

COMMITTEE  QF   PUBLIC   EXPEKDITORE* 

Mr.  Bankes  presented  ihb  Tenth  Report  of  the  Com* 
.mittee  of  Public  Expenditure,  which  was  laid  on  the  table* 
In  n^oviog  that  the  Report  be  printed,  he  begged  leave  t» 


m  vAtCf  AMnTAcr 

aftWHowtoit^  wit 
!•  he  mMm  «f  tkr  rvai^vt 

tbaa  Miy  (kiiift  Hie  lo  cfcecfc  m 
Hw^MbfaiMiiij*    HeUdlofirw»krifo 
of  fw  UwHy  enailMtHNi  of  miKlarf  omI  frpi 
ooMM  hrfere  tho  Homt^  ImI  h«l  or^vr  beta  ofiie  to  tio  mt 
Ml  ihw  Amob«     Tbcv  ocroont«  wrtr 
4ilioo  thM  the  dvil  8G0iMts.    Rrfrohdi 
10  iMMdj  the  cnl-  oiid  thooi^  modi  jct  wiiioid  fo  he 
domtf  ho  froilod  fhot  o  ttott  oi^foi  fooodttioo  ww  laiiL 
Tb«  osorfltioo  of  thedrtoilt  ke  left  to  hb  rieht  hamamfwUe 
timd  the  Choocselhir  of  the  Exchrqorr,  «ho  he  hdieved 


fMH  diimied  to  Am^s  impiof  eBciitt.«*The  Repmt 
oniemllo  be  printed. 

viMion  TO  T«0  SAor. 

Ifr.  PrmitrgeMy  after statiiif  thai  no  ooecoaUbeaMffe 
iedmm  thaa  be  W8«  to  czteod  the  light  of  Cbrirtianirf 
Hfheiefer  tt  eooM  he  dooe  wkh  eflSect  aod  admntige^ 
ehiie mil  that  he  frh  hioMeir  called  apoo  to  bring  theiab* 
Jeel  of  Mkrione  to  the  Ettt  before  the  Ilotne,  in  ooaie- 
^aeneeof  a  Mragrapb  nhich  he  had  irm,  pnrportln^  lo  bo 
a  part'of  the  ptocerdingt  of  a  toeirtj  in  thir  cttj  6r 
propagatbilr  Chriitiafiity*  The  paragniph  fai  qnertioa  bo 
Ihoogbi  highlr  eeoeptfonable ;  for  if  the  procecdiM  which 
H  feoomntemfrd  were  adopted,  the  eifect  woaUT  be  to 
Matter  diiaflectioR  among  fofiy  or  fifty  millions  of  the  most 
peacesble  people  in  the  world,  and  theK  stromrlr  attached 
lo  the  British.  He  was  rare  the  Member  for  Yoik,  hran 
self*  if  he  had  sufficient  loeal  knowledge,  would  see  the 
impolicy  of  any  eompnhory  nieans«ofwhatefer  description, 
lo  spread  Chrislianlly  in  India.  He  hoped  that  some  ex- 
toianatiim  of  the  pam^ph  in  question  would  be  given,  and 
If  thai  should  be  mtisfactory,  he  would  not  press  bis  motion 
for  all  the  documents  sent  to  India  since  1807,  relative  lo  ^ 
Ibe  Missions  in  that  quarter;  otherwise  he  would. 

Jfr.  Ckartet  Gratit  said,  that  neither  he,  nor  bis  friend 
(Mr.  WilbeHorcr)|  had  ever  heard  of  the  measure  alluded 
to  till  it  was  reocl  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  propaga^ 
ling  tiie  know  lodge  pf  Chrislianity  in  Africa  chiefly,  and 
also  in  the  East*  But  he  had  felt  no  alarm  at  the  passMO 
hi  qncbtfon.  It  referred  merely  to  a  recommendation  of  tbo 
tunittee  of  that  Society  in  the  East,  that  the  Bcripturea 


• 
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should  be  read  in  puUic  to  the  people  in  their  native  lan- 
guage. The  Hindoo  and  Mahometan  Scriptures  were  read 
publicly  already ;  and  the  reading  of  the  Christian  Scriptures 
in  the  same  manner,  would  give  no  oflnnce  whatever. 
But  even  this  could  not  be  attempted  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Government,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Government 
on  this  subject,  if  at  all  erring,  erred  rather  on  the  side  of 
extreme  prudence  and  caution.  He  trusted  he  need  nsake 
no  apology  for  the  Committee  in  this  country.  There  wa^ 
no  intention  to  enforce  this  measure  by  any  authority  of 
Government,  or  any  compulsory  means  whatever.  It  was 
onl  v  proposed  to  leave  the  matter  to  make  its  own  way. 

Mr.  Prendergast  was  satisfied  with  the  explanation,  and 
did  not  press  his  motion. 


Sir  Francis  Burdett  called  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to 
the  case  of  a  soldier  who  had  b^en  lately  condemned  to  be 
flogged  in  the  Isle  of  Wight*  for  being  absent  at  nic^ht.  It 
appeared  from  this,  that  the  discretionary  power  given  in 
the  Mutiny  Act  was  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  rnucli 
effect  in  preventing  the  infliction  of  this  disgraceful  punish- 
ment. Rather  than  submit  to  it,  the  man  actually  cut  his 
throat ;  but  it  \-.as  sewed  up>  and  it  was  said  that  the  man 
only  deserved  additional  punishment  for  the  atfempt.  He 
belonged  to  the  Koyals,  and  his  name  was  John  Evans. 
He  concluded  by  giving  notice,  that  be  would  next  session 
again  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  subjt^ct. 

Mr.  Parnellj  adverting  to  the  fact  that  the  oflTices  of 
Chief  Secretary  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland 
were  united  in  the  same  person,  begged  leave  to  ask* 
iivhether  the  collection  of  the  revenue  was  still  io  be  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Treasury  Board,  and  not  to  that  ot  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  ?  It  would,  in  every  view,  be  most  bene- 
ficial that  it  should  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Trea# 
sury. 

Mr.  Perceval  could  only'  answer,  that  in  each  capacity 
the  .officer  would  be  subject  to  the  usual  control ;  that  as 
Chief  Secretary,  he  would  be  subject  fo  the  usual  contr(4 
over  that  office ;  and  as  ChaiuTJlor  of  tlie  Exchequer,  sul>- 
ject  to  such  control  ns  had  before  prevailed  with  respect  to 
peisons'in  that  situation. 

Mr.  Jimncr  having  niovetl  the  third  reading  of  the 
Insolvent  Debtors  Bill  for  England,  which  \a as  agreed  to. 
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brougbt  np  Clames  for  extending  the  proTbiont  of  t]|e 
Bill  to  the  Ide  of  Mu.    He  staled  tbe  uofortuoate  sitoatioK 
in  ivbich  strangen  were  placed  who  had  taken  up  their 
midenoe  in  the  Isle  of  Man.    Natives  of  tbe  Idaad  bad  a 
law  applieabie  to  them,  which  was  in  a  great  measure  similar 
to  the  Cf$th  tenomm  in  Scotland.    Stnmgen,  howerer* 
were  excluded  from  this  benefit,  and  the  only  allowance 
tber  had  was  6dL  per  day,  without  baring  any  parochial 
or  county  allowanoe*    He  accordingly  introduoea  clauaes, 
extending  tlie  provisions  of  the  Act  to  all  persons  who  bad 
been  in  gaol  in  tbe  Isle  of  Blan  since  tbe  1st  of  May,  fix 
debts  not  exceeding  8000/. ;  to  persons  who  had  been  in 
prtsoB  for  five  yean,  fi>r  debts  not  exceeding  9000/. ;  and  to 
persons  who  had  been  in  prison  for  ien  years^  lior  debts  oi 
any  amount. 

A  con  venation  took  place  on  this  subject,  between  Bfr. 
Abercrombv,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Stephen,  when  Mr.  Homer  agreed  to  restrict  his  clauses  ta 
persons  who  were  strangere  nsident  in  tbe  Isle  of  Man. 

The  clauses  thus  limited  were  agreed  to,  and  added  to  * 
the  Bill,  which  was  read  a  third  time  aqd  passed. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

TUBSDAT,    JUNE  ST. 
OUINUAS  AND   UANK   NOTBS. 

Eatl  SUmhope^  on  introducing  the  Bill  of  which'  he  had 
given  notice,  regretted  that  the  subject  bad  not  been  taken 
up  by  Government,  as  be  conceived  it  to  be  of  the  greatest 
importance.  An  individual  possessed  of  largb  landed  pro* 
perty  had  given  notice  to  his  tenants  that  they  must  at  Uiis 
Midsummer  pay  their  rents  in  gold,  which  was  accom- 
panied by  an  intimation  that  if  they  tendered  Bank  notes, 
such  notes  would  only  be  taken  in  payment  at  the  rate  of 
J6^.  in  tbe  pound. — For  the  dreadful  oppression  upon  the 
tenantry  of  the  country  to  which  the  adoption  of  such  a 
system  would  lead,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  provide 
some  legislative  remedy.  Supposing  a  tenant  to  owe  400iL 
for  rent,  he  wonld  thus  be  called  upon  to  pay  500/.  instead 
of  four,  and  the  consequences  might  spread  still  further ; 
sypposingf  a  banker  to  owe  400/X)0/.  to  (hose- who  had| 
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deposited  money  vith  him,  how  was  be  to  stand  if  he  was 

to  be  called  upon  to  pay  500,000/.  f    He  had  consalted  both  . 

bankers  afid  professional  jnen^of  the  law,  as  to  the  reniedy 

which  he  proposed ;  and  they' were  all  ef  opinion  that  it  was 

the  ri^ht  remedy.    The  remedy  was  simple,  it  was  merely 

to  render  it  illegal  to  receive  gold  coin  for  more  than  their 

mint  value,  or  io  receive  bank-notes  for  less  than  the 

amount  expressed  in  them.    This  wonld  prevent  the  evil 

which  must  otherwise  arise  from  the  act  of  injustice  to 

which  he  had  alluded,  and  which  must  be  aggravated  in  a 

still  greater  degree  if  the  example  of  injustice  thus  set  should 

be  follqwed  by  otbcni.    Therefore,  however  late  the  period 

of  tlie  session,  he  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some 

step  to  remedy  the  evil  should  be  taken  now,  as  when  Par* 

liament  met  again  it  might  be  too  late.    It  was  also. a 

leriotts  consideration  how  rar  the  Bank  of  Englfmd  might  be 

affected  by  the  adoption  of  a  system  similar  to  the  conduct 

of  the  individual  alluded  to;  and  it  was  incumbent  on  the 

Government  to  look  anxiously  to  this  point.    He  considered 

the  Bank  of  England  as  the  bottom  plank  of  the  ship  of 

£nglaod,  which  if  once  bored  through,  the  ship  itself  was 

placed  in  a  situation  of  the  greatest  danger.— -His* Lordship 

then  faUudedtosome  reports  respecting  him,  v^hich  had 

{rotabroad,  and  which  were  utterly  false ;  and^  after  stating 
hat  he  was  solely  actuated  in  the  measure  he  now  proposed 
by  public  motives,  concluded  by  presenting  a  Bill  for  pre* 
Tenting  guineas,  half-guineas,  ana  seven«shilling  pieces, 
from  being  taken  for  more  than  21f.— ^iOf.  6d.— and  7f* 
respectively,  and  for  preventing  bank-notes  from  being 
taken  for  less  than  the  sums  exproaed  in  them,  of  which  he 
moved  the  firet  reading. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
noble  Earl  was  actuated  by  the  best  motives  in  bringing 
forward  this  Bill ;  and  so  far  as  he  had  time  to  consider  the 
measure,  he  thought  it  t!ie  best  remedy  for  the  grievance 
complained  of,  if  any  remedy  were  now,  or  should'  be 
necessary.  He  thought,  however,  that  it  was  unnecessary 
it  the  present  moment  to  make  any  legislative  provision 
upon  this  subject,  particularly  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  when  so  many  persons  were  absent,  not  expecting 
any  thing  of  imponanoe  to  come  on.  He  admitted,  that  if 
it  was  absolutely  necessai^  to  make  a  legislative  provision 
with  reference  to  this  object,  they  must  proceed  in  it, 
howeyer  date  the  pericxl  of  the  session,  and  whatever  might 
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he  tlie  inconTentence.    He  vas  aware  of  the  cue  to  whicia 
the  noble  Earl  alluded,  and  knew  that  the  noCioe  had  been 
given  by  I  be  indiTidaal  reTerred  to,  to  hit  tenants,  to  paj  iva 
gold,  and  that  it  was  aooompanied,  not  meidj  bj  an  inti* 
mntion,  but  by  a  notice,  that  if  bank«no(ei  were  tendered, 
thry  would  only  be  taken  in  payment  at  a  depredated  rate. 
He  wait  of  opinion,  however,  that  this  example  wonld  not 
be  followed  ;  nor  did  he  think  that  (he  individoal  alluded  to 
would  persist  in  the  demands  he  had  made.    It  was  nnder 
lliis  impression,  thai  he  thought  a  sufficient  case  had  not 
been  made  oat  for  lej^islative  interference.    They  might  be 
reduced  to  adopt  the  remedy  now  {woposed ;  bnt  he  thoo^t, 
as  there  was  otdv  the  instance  of  the  conduct  of  one  indi- 
vidual, which,  be  was  of  opinion,  woidd  not  be  peisisted 
in,  that  there  was  not  sufficient  ground  ibr  Parliaraetit  to 
make  a  kKislati?e  enactment.    It  was  in  this  riew  of  the 
subiccf,  that  he  intendetl,  on  the  motion  for  the  second 
rcodinirof  the  Bill,  to  move  to  postpone  it  for  three  months. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  thought  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
Government  to  shew  that  thesul)jects  of  the  <:ountry  were 
proU'ctkl  from  injustice  by  the  laws,  and  that  they  were  not 
left  ib/ protect  ion  to  the  discretion  and  caprice  of  indivi- 
chillis,     lie  bad  stated  some  lime  since  a  similar  instance  in  i 

Ireland,  where  a  landloni  had  demanded  his  rents  in  gold-*— 
and  as  soon  aflerwards  as  the  post  could  bring  them,  he  re- 
ceived several  anonymous  letters,  stating  several  other  in- 
stances in  wh'tch  a  similar  demand  hiid  been  made* 

'J  he  Earl  of  Clatfcarty  was  anxious  to  know  what  part 
of  the  North  of  Ireland,  as  in  the  province  of  Ulster  bank* 
notes  wf*re  refused  to  be.  taken  as  early  as  the  passing  of  (lie 
Uiink  Restriction  Bill ;  and  a^  tliey  came  gradually  into 
circolation  they  were  taken  ui  payment  in  many  instances- 
at  a  disronnt,  but  that  practice  was  rapidly  det^.lijiing. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdate  was  aware  of  the  practice  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  alluded,  but.  he  aUo  knew  an  io- 
stti.'^.ce,  which  he  hud  formerly  stnted,  where  a  landlord 
ctdted  upon  his  tenants  to  pay  in  ^ohf,  and  the  latter  having 
represented  to  the  steward  the  impassibility  of  procuring 
•gold,  they  were  each  told  that  there  were  one  hundred  guineas 
at  a  chnndier's  shop  in  the  neighbourhood  which  might  Iki 
purclm^^ed  ;  and  it  was  a  fuct,  tliat  with  these  hundred 
guint*ns,  passing  irom  one  to  another,  a  rent  of  7^000/v  was 
jbBtually  paid. 

The  Earl  of  Clancartj/  was  very  desirous  of  knpwin^ 
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who  the  party  was  to  whom  this  circumstance  referred* 
,  His  Lordship  then  obseryed  upon  the  black  malignitjr 
which  must  have  actuated  the  individual  who  had  beoi  re- 
ferred to  in  the  early  pai^t  of  the  debate,  as  having  demanded 
payment  of  his  rents  in  gold^  or  that  he  would  only  take 
bank-notes  at  a  depr^iat^  rate. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  objected  strongly  to  the  terma 
black  malignity,  contending  that  the  noble  Lord  alluded 
to  might  have  been  actuated. by  the  purest  patriotism,  in 
determining  to  force  upon  the  Government  the'  considera- 
tion of  the  situation  of  the  country,  to  which  bis  Majesty's 
Ministers  seem  determined  to  shut  their  eyes. 

Tlu  Lord  Chancellor  was  of  opinion,  that  from  all  they 
had  heard,  there  was  little  danger  of  the  example  alluded 
to  being  followed  by  others.  He  was,  however,  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  what  pure  patriotism  there  copid  be  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  individual  who  bad  been  alluded  to*  Supposing 
he  owed  100/.  to  his  coach-maker,  who  was  also  his  tenant^ 
^  from  whom  he  was  to  receive  100/.  for  rent,  and  he  was 
to  pay  the  debt  of  100/.  on  the  Monday,  and  tell  the  coach- 
maker  that  he  wquld  only  receive  in  payment  of  the  rent 
on  the  Tuesdav,  bank-notes  at  a  depreciated  rate,  and 
that  therefore  he  mnst  have  \90L  in  bank-notes  for  his 
100/.  rent,  wbei^  would  be  the  pure  patriotism  of  all  this? 

The  Earl  ef  Lauderdale  said,  he  bad  been  misunder- 
stood by  the  noble  and  leafned  Lord ;  he  only  meant  to  say 
that  there  might  he  pure  patriotism  in  an  individual  forcing 
this  subject  upon  tne  attention  of  the  Governtnent,  who 
seemed  determined  to  be  blind  to  the  real  situation  of  the 
country.  As  to  the  supposition  of  the  coach-maker,  he 
would  of  course  take  care  to  charge  so  as  make  tip  for  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  in  which  he  was  to  be  paid  ; 
but  in  the  case  of  rei^it,  which  was  a  fixed  annual  sum, 
how  was  loss  by  the  depreciation  to  be  made  up  ? 

The  Lord  Chancellor  put  the  case  of  a  coach-maker 
having  contracted  some  years  since  to  furnish  carriages  at 
a  fixed  sum,  as  a  similar  case  to  that  of  rent*  He  was 
however  fully  convinced,  that  any  individual  of  landed 
property  who  chose  to  insist  upon  his  rents  in  gold,  or  only 
to  take  bank-notes  at  a  depreciated  rate,  would  in  the 
balance  ef  account,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  find  himself  a 
.   .loser  by  his  conduct. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  in  explanation,  alluded  to  the 
terms  black  malignity— upon  which  the  Lord  Clianceilor 
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Mfefcctt  ot  u:e  ^aAd  o«gbc  boC  to  Mve  the  iCLMJtf  of  tbdr 
wnQiptxty  mwxfv4  ccpcBorai  vpoo  the  cspvioe  or  vsnn  o« 
iod4fid«4:%  •r.'^  :''«at  a  lezieftljtive  frfv  uoghl  »>  be  fw»* 
vMkd.     It  v«  >e  vhis^of  K«r  pcnoas  aad  lie  ciMid 
frfrrj  cml.  it  a  vfiim,  to  have  ^old  n  pfefcteaee  lo  aay 
Cf(b€r  o/o.'«t  nz  mrciom.     Tbi»  dtweto  hove  gold  was 
Umndttt  m  i^fvora'ice,   at  tbere  n^.bt  be  &  arcnlaiiM 
tmeHmm  «i-r<.ot  f^/A  perfiectJT  ad^oate  to  aH  the  ext* 
ftmcie^  of  me  ccunrrr,  aad  which  nrght  be  citULd  bj 
i^.e  bonclies  ot  tbe  R«Dk  of  ERc'^nd,  and  the  estries  in 
the  Bank  book*  to  «iixh  be  bad  atladed  ott  a  fervcr  nigbf. 
GfAd  vat  on*5  tbe  meanre  of  other  tbiaga,  and  was  not 
pfrf  laff  fo  circaJa*:r>n. 

Ti»e  bii!  was  read  a  first  tioie,  and  ordered  to  be  prioied, 

Arijooroed. 


HOUSE  OF 

BeRKBLET    PEBtAGB    DECISIOTT. 

The  Hoo^  met  in  the  Coaraiittee  of  Pririlms  at  tww 
oVIocfc  on  tbe  Berkeley  Caate,  when  tbe  Lord  Ubaocellor 
entered  at  considerable  length  on  tbe  evkksoe  adduced 
lespeccin^  tlie  claioif,  and  concluded  by  mofiag  a  RcKilo* 
tion,  ttdiint;,  that  the  claiiDant»  William  Fitzhardioj; 
Berkeley,  had  not  made  good  hit  claims  to  the  titles, 
honours,  and  dignities,  of  Earl  of  Berkeley,  Viscount 
DurftleVf  See.  This  Resolution  being  pat,  was  agreed  to 
mm  di$Jt» 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  thought^  that  the  Report  of  the 
Coinmitiee  of  Privileges  was  on  too  important  a  sobject  to 
lie  made  to  tbe  House  on  the  same  day  it  was  ogiecd  to, 
and  that  some  interval  should  be  allowed. 

The  HouAe  then  resumed,  prayers  were  read,  aad  after- 
wards Lord  \7alsin^ham  presented  the  Report,  which  wu 
orJned  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Tueiday  next, 

1  he  House  then  adjourned' till  Monday, 


JVLt  1.]  INSOLVENT  OSBTOBS.  (^1 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY.  JULY  1. 
INSOLVENT   OCBTOB8. 

The  Amendments  in  the  Irish  Insolvent  Debtors  Bill 
were  agreed  to. 

On  the  English  Insolvent  Debtors  Bill,  Jjotd  Redesdah 
objected  to  the  clause  added  by  the  Commons,  for  extend- 
ing the  relief  to  pCrTsons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  Isle  of 
Adan,  considering  it  as  an  unnecessary  interference  with 
the  local  Legislature  of  the  Island,  which  was  now  silting, 
and  as  attempting  to  legislate  without  the  requisite  inf'or« 
mation  as  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Isle  of  Man 
having  reference  to  this  subject. 

Lord  Holland  defended  the  clause,  contending  that 
Parliament  had  a  paramount  jurisdiction  in  the  Isle  of 
Mauy  and  that  there  were  numerous  instances  of  Bills 
passed  aiSecting  that  island.  ^  There  were  besides  many  cir« 
cumstances  in  the  imprisonment  of  persons  for  debt,  which 
had  a  -claim  on  the  compassion  of  the  Legislature  ;  anu  the 
clause  only  extended  to  persons  who  were  not  natives  pf  the 
island,  and  to  whom  therefore  the  laws  of  the  island  did 
not  apply.  *  * 

Lord  Redcsdah  contended,  that  this  was  the  first  in« 
stance  of  attemptiug  to  interfere  with  the  internal  concerns 
pf  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  done  with* 
out  competent  information,  which,  at  this  advanced  period 
pf  the  session,  it  Was  impossible  to  obtain. 

After  some  fusther  conversation  the  clause  was  negatived, 
and  a  message  was  sent  to  the  Coitimons,  desiring  a  pre* 
•ent  conference  in  the  Painted  Chamber.     , 

The  two  Masters  in  Chancery  (Messrs.  Tbori>son  and 
Alexander)  sent  with  the  Message  having  returned^  and 
stated  that  the  Commons  agreed  to  a  conference,  and  Mr. 
Quarme,'  the  Deputy  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  having 
announced  at  the  Bar,  that  the  Commons  were  waiting 
for  the  conference  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  the  Lords 
who  were  appointed  managers  of  the  conference,  namely, 
Earl  Graham  (^Duke  of  Montrose),  Karl  Batbuist,  Eurl 
Grosvenor,  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  Lords  Walsingham, 
Arden,  and  Kedesdale,  went  forth.  On  their  return,  Enil 
Gfttham  reported  that  the  conference  had  been  managed 
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on  the  part  of  ihe  Commons  by  Mr.  Rydtr,  and  that  the 
Commons  did  not  persist  in  their  amendif  ent* 

OVINCAS   AND   BAKK   MOTBS. 

Edrl  Stanhope  was  desirous  of  postponing  the  second 
reading  of  his  Bill  till  to-morrow^  in  consequence  of  hating 
leoeiYcd  a  letter  from  the  noble  Member  of  that  Hoose. 
who  was  alluded  to  in  the  debate  on  Thursdaj,  expressing 
•  wish  that  the  second  reading  of  the  Bid  mighr  be  deferred 
till  to*  morrow. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
lime  to*morpaw. 

Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MOBPAT^    JUIiY   1. 

Mr.  Banka  presented  another  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Expenditure,  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POOB   OF   MANCHBSTBB., 

Colonel  Sianlcffj  ^tdverting  to  a  misrepresentation  of 
what  he  had  said  ri'lative  to  tlie  Poor  of  Mancbesteri — 
▼iz.  that  he  had  stated  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  Man- 
chester above  at  S0,400,  observed,  that  what  be  had  really 
said  was  this^ — that  the  above  number  of  Poor  existed  in  the 
parish  of  Manchester,  including  twenty-nine  townships. 
(He^  I  hear  I)  He  had  the  authority  of  the  Church* 
w.ardens  of  Manchester  for  saying,  that  the  Poor  of  every 
descriprion  receiving  parish  relief  in  the  town  of  Man- 
chester did  not  exceed  9fiOO,  and  that  the  numbers  were 
not  greater  than  in  last  year's  report. 

STBA.W   HAT  ^ANUFACTCRERS.    . 

Mr.  Giles  stated,  that  he  had  a  Petition  in  hi»  hand 
from  the  Straw  Hat  Manufacturers,  complaiuiug  of  the 
injury  they,  sustained  froiii  the  French  Prisoners  being 
permitted  lo  make  these  articles.  An  informality  iatbe 
petition  prevented  him  from  presenting  it;  hut  be  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  apply  to  the  Government,  and  he 
found  that  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  aitd 
the    Trauiiport  Board,  were  doing  aU  in  their  power  to 
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remedy  this  evil.    If  they  did  not  succeed,  a  Parltamemary 
regulation  might  be  necessary. 

VEXATIOUS    ARBE8T8.  .; 

Mr*  Perceval  stated,  that  the  Vexatious  Arrests  Bill  had 
been  dropped,  and  by  accident  not  taken  up  again  till 
now.  But^  be  supposed,  there  was  no  objection  to  it»  and 
he  therelbre  proposed  that  ii  should  be  forwarded.  It  ac- 
cordingly went  through  its  several  stages  and  passed. 

NOTICES   OV   MOTIONS. 

Colonel  Palmer  gave  notice,  that  next  session  he  would 
bring  forward  the  claims  of  Mr.  Palmer  in  the.  shape  of  a 
Bill,  that  the  question  may  be  finally  decided. 

Lord  Cochrane  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  further  papers 
relative  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Malta  Prize  Court ;  and 
also  for  the  recall  of  the  Judge  and  another  Officer. 

MR.   FINMBRTT. 

Mr.  Chaplin  presented  a  Petition  from  Mr.  Merry-» 
weather,  the  Lincoln  gaoler,  complaining  of  scandalous, 
misrepresentations  in  Mr«  Finnerty's  Petition,  and  praying 
^  for  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct.  It  concluded  by  stating, 
that  Mr.  Finnerty  had  been  abridged  of  certam  iadul« 
sences,  on  account  of  an  attempt  to  seduce  one  of  the 
turnkeys  from  his  duty,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  ad* 
mission  by  a  window  to  a  female  oonvict-^fBut  the  Speaker 
said»  that  as  there  was  no  deposition,  this  latter  part  of  the 
Petition  must  go  for  nothing]. 

Mr.  Wkitbread  was  ^lad  that  this  PetitioQ  of  the  gaoler 
bad  come  forward,  as  it  contained  a  specification  of  the 
charge  aeainst  Mr.  Finnerty.  But,  supposing  it  true,  it 
was  not  therefore  proper  that  Mr.  Finnerty  should  be  kepi 
five  or  six  weeks  from  air  and  exercise,  at  the  discretion  of 
the'gaoler.    He  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Finnerty,  however, 

Eurporting  that  tlie  turnkey  had  made  the  oflfcr  to  him  for  a 
ribe,  and  on  his  refusal  bad  told  this  story  in  order  to 
be  beforehand  with  him.  Then  there  was  no  answer 
given  as  to  the  stench  in  Mr.  Finnerty's  cell.  The  honour* 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Chaplin)  had  said,  there  was  no 
stench  when  be  was  there.  That  might  well  be,  for  it 
often  happened  that  the  prevalence  of  stench  in  any  par* 
ticular  place  depended  on  the  direction  of  the  wind.  He 
Jioped  toe  prayer  of  the  ^Petition  would  be  complied  with ; 
T0L.III.--I8II.  4M 
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but  it  VM  cfemr  a  gaoler  ought  not  to  have  the  power  of 
increasing  or  miligaiing  a  leoteDce  of  a  Court  or  Justice 
at  his  diMcrt*ti«>ii, 

Mr,  Vhupli^i  defi^od^d  thecoodactof  thegaoler^  wbo 
had  given  Mr.   Finoerty  the  liberty  of  walkiog  in  his 

Sardeo,  and  sh«*wed  a  di$po«tioo  to  grant  him  etory  in<* 
ulgf  nee  consistent  with  hu  sitnationt  till  his  own  impro* 
pei  coiidact  rendered  a  closer  cotifinement  neoesvarr*  As 
a  proof  I  hat  no  poUticnl  motive  influenced  the  gaoler,  he 
bad  ou)y  to  advert  to  the  satisfaction  expressed  by  Mr. 
Drakard  at  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  treateo« 

Mr.  Brotfglum  nid  tlrnt  no  answer  hid  been  given  tq 
the  charge  of  solitary  confinement.  He  knew  that  Mr. 
Drakaid  nad  been  well  treated  ;  but  this  only  placed  in  a 
itiooger  light  the ,  injustice  done  |o  Mr.  Finnerty.  The 
teatences  were  the  samCt  and  whv  should  the  punishment 
be  difiVrent )  If  the  gaoler  had  thirteen  rooms  in  his 
bouse,  Mr.  Finnerty  ought  not  to  be  confined  in  a  felon^s 
pell. 

Mr.  ChtpUm  sai4»  it  was  not  a  felon's  cell— but  designed 
for  those  confined  for  misdemeanours. 

ilf r.  Rfder  utterly  dented  the  char^  of  tolitafy  coafiner 
tneot,  which  was  not  even  alledgcd  id  Mr.  F/s  peUtion. 
As  to  the  gaoler  having  thirteen  rooms  in  his  house^  thqf 
took  that* from  Mr.  Finnerty's  petition.  But  fupposing  it 
tp  be  so,  the  gaoler's  house  was  bis  fipeehold,  and  he  waf 
not  bound  to  ^ive  up  any  part  of  it  to  the  prisoners.  It 
ought  to  be  recollected  that  he  gave  a  large  ancurity  to  tiie 
Sheriff  for  the  $afe  custody  of  his  prisoners.  He  had  been 
making  all  the  inquiry  be  coold^  and  the  rmuk  was  a  con- 
viction that  for  some  parts  of  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Fin- 
nerty  there  was  not  the  slightest  gronnd.  and  that  the 
mt  hEd  been  excessively  ezB{mraied.  The  apartmenl 
assigned  to  him  was  twenty«two  leet  by  eleven*  and  sixteen 

SI  nigh,  and  raised  above  a  yard  of  some  extent^  of  wbich 
r«  F.  bad  almost  the  exclusive  use.  Bat  if  there  was 
stench,  or  any  other  real  grievanoe  in  the  eaaei  iteps  bad 
been  taken  to  remove  it. 

Mr.  ^roaglam  said,  that  facts  bad  been  stated  wbicb 
anodnted  lo  solitary  confinement^  though  theee  ivonb  were 
not  used. 
The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 


JtJhY  1«3  DObTRINB  OF  ASSASSIN ATlOX*  6S& 

MILITARY   FLOGGING. 

»  .  •  fc 

Mr*  Manners  Sutton^  adrertin^  to  a  stateilieitt  oC  Sir*  F» 
Burdett  relative  to  a  soldier  that  had  cut  his  throat  in  the 
Isle  of  Wiffhty  mentioned  that  .the  mao^s  name  was  Aveiyy 
that  be  bad  entered,  received  the  bounty,  and  imioedjiatalir 
after  endeavonred  to  desert  and  when  taken^  badattempuxi 
to  cut  his  thfoat  before  be  knew  any  thing  of  tbesentenoe 
of  the  CoQft  Martial.  The  man  made  no  de^»ice)  hot 
threw  himself  cm  the  mercy  of  the  Court  If  flogginar  was 
to  be  allowed  at  ally  it  was  in  such  instances  as  tIA.  These 
hfiiBf  indeed)  did  not  alter  the  honourable  BaronetV  priadi* 
pie,  but  it  was  fit  they  sbonkl  be  known* 

idr.  Whitbrsad  said)  that  no  flo^giii^  ooMkl  hamdone 
th.is  man  good ;  he  mentioned  haf  ing  received  a  letter  from 
an  Officer  in  a  situation  where  flogging  must  be  necessaiy^ 
if  any  whefe»  and  this  letter  stated,  that  with  theni^  the  eat^r 
o^«nine-!tai1s  mis  rotten,  and  if  there  was  a  triangle,  it  was  in 
the  garret,  and  never  seen. 

Mr.  Brougham  contended,  that  flogging  vfm  oot  neoeih 
ftary  in  the  army. 

Sir  Charles  Burrell  said,  that*  the  punishment  most  bt 
flogging  or  death*  It  oonld  notb^solitary  confinemeiit,  for 
after  receiving  their  pay,  he  knew  that  in  some  militia  rsgi^ 
ments,  at  leaat,  theie  was  a  good  deal  of  drinking,  and  it 
would  be.neeeflsary  to  have  every  bouse  in  a  village  <»n* 
verted  in  to.  a  h\0ck  hole  for  the  deKaquen  Is. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interrupted  the  honourable  Baronet,  ^ 
there  was  no  qoisstion  before  the  House.] 

DOCTRINE   OP  ASSASSINATION. 

« 

Mr.  Whitbread  rose  to  say  a  few  words  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  riffht  honourable  gentleman  oppobite  (Perce  vai)> 
or  any  other  Member  of  the  (xoveroment,  to  make  the  dis* 
avowal  which  had  been  made  in  another  place  by  the  ]\far<» 
quis  Weilesley,  he  believed,  with  regard  to  a  subject  in 
which  our  own  Royal  Ji^amily,  as  well  as  ^11  other  riilers^ 
and,  indeed,  all  mapkiad,  werp  intimately  concerned— I^e 
alluded  to  the.  horrible  doctrine  of  assassination  which  bad 
been  pieacheil  up  by  a  part  of  the  press ;  a  doctrine  whicn 
no  conceivable  circumstances  could  justify,  and' of  which  the 
consequences. m^ght  be  dreadful;  a  doctrine  leading  to  the 
destruction  of  the.innoceiit  and  meritorious,  as  well  as  to  the 
ruin  of  him  who  was  not  innocent  or  meritorious,  but  of 
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^boro  we  oaght  not  to  be  the  judges.  U  could  not  be  ex- 
pected that  he  should  argne  with  those  who  held  such  doc« 
trines ;  but  when  they  cited  the  example  of  antiquity  in  their 
fiiTour,  it  would  perhaps  be  in  vain  to  point  out  to  them 
that  a  certain  event  took  plnce  since,  which  oui^bt  to  have 
|»roduoecl  diflerent  notions  on  that  subject— that  the  Christian 
Bra  bnd  commenrec!— f  hat  thtj  had  subsequently  been  told 
that  the  time  was  came  when  it  was  no  kmger  **  eye  for  eye, 
nnd  tooth  for  tooth/*  He  might  call  upon  them  to  show 
mny  instance  in  which  good  bad  been  done  by  assassination 
.  A-4o  point  out  the  bei^ficial  result  when  the  crime  or  the 
deed,  as  they  would  call  it,  had  lieen  perpetrated.  After 
the  asaaatfination  of  Cosar,  had  the  Iil)er(i4;s  of  Rome  bean 
restored  ?— Had  the  assassin^  knife  always  {)ern  directed 
against  the  e^ltyf-*ln  the  long  catalogue  of  such  horrid 
deeds  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  mankind*  had  not  the 
innocent  and  mtritorious  fallen  oflener  than  the  criminal? 
Hettry  the  iTth  of  France  had  heert  assassinated  :  there  had 
been  an  attempt  to  assassinate  l.ewis  the  XVth  of  France; 
an  attempt  had  been  made  to  assassinate  the  great  Prince  of 
Orange ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  reign  of  the  existing  Mo- 
narch of  this  country  two  attempts  had  been  made  to  assas* 
sinate  him.  Only  a  few  years  ago  the  King  of  Sweden  and 
the  Emperor  Paul  of  Russia  had  been  assaasinated.  Lei 
them  look  at  these  things,  and  then  see  whether  it  was  pru* 
dent  to  preach  up  this  doctrine,  to  say  that  every  man  was 
to  he  the  judge  of  who  ou£^ht  to  be  assassinated.     When 

Ersons  in  this  country  advised  tlie  Spaniards  to  assassinate 
ionapart6»  and  it  was  a  disgrace  to  the  cotintfy  that  any 
one  should  even  imagine  it  to  be  for  his  interest  to  throw 
out  such  an  idea  to  the  public,  let  tliem  recollect  the  expe- 
dition to  Cupenhageo,  which  some  defended  on  the  ground 
of  good  policy,  and  others  on  that  of  absolute  necessity » 
and  consider  what  might  be  the  opinion  of  a  21ealan(U;r 
respecting  the  deserts  of  the  ativisers  of  that  measure  which 
he  consiuered  as  one  of  the  most  atrocious  in  history.- 
Buonaparte  had,  indeed,  attacked  Spain  while  at  peace  with 
bim,  and  unprepared  for  resistance— and  had  n'ot  we  acted 
in  the  same  nlanner  with  regard  to  Zealand?  Let  them 
think  of  oor  deeds  in  India  while  the  Marquis  Wellesleyv 
now  Secretary  of  State,  was  Governor  GeneniL  However 
despotic  (he  Indian  princes,  they  might  have  some  personal 
friends ;  and  if  they  were  to  be  the  judges  of  who  ae^rved  I 

to  be  assassinated ;  if  the  friends  ot  the  Nabob  of  Oude— *  ( 
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of  the  Carnatio— K)f  TippooSultauPt  ^ere  to  decide  would, 
they  not  say  that  the  dagger  ought  to  be  aiiDed  at  th« 
breasts  of  those  who  had  enected  ^be  suhjugatioa  of  their 
Sovereigns?-  Papers  were  prioted  here  in  U¥^  French  laa* 
ll^uage*  with  the  connivance)  if  oof,  approbation)  of  the  Go* 
veromeat,  forthe  purpose  of  i^eing  circulated  on  the  God« 
tioent;  and  what  would  ibose  think  by  whom  these  papers 
were  read 2^    Buonaparte  bad.,  held,  out  that  the  English 
Government  encouraged  ^tempts  against  his  life;  that  il 
had  landed  men  on  the  coast  of  France  with  this  view,  and 
that  it  was  at  the  bottom,  of  the  pfpjected  assassination  by 
the    inferoa}   n^achine ;  .and^  hpwever    unfounded  these 
charges  were;,  yet  ^hat  ^  qon^ripation  would  his  assertion 
receive  from  the  reading  of. tl^e^i papers?     i)uppose  him  to 
be  as  blapk  as  the  blackest  pprtrajt  which  they  drew  of  him, 
let^'em  look  at  the  conseque^icea  of  such  a  principle  if 
acted   lipon.     Was  Buopapuri^  a  man  likely  to  sit  quiet 
and  endure  all  thie  without  jam  attempt,  at  reiafiaiionii*    The 
very  prints  which  now.  preacljif dt  up  thi$  doctcinQ  had  de- 
clared tbat.a  person  hfid*  beiep  sent^.to  this  ponntry  by  Buona* 
parte  to  q^assiaate  ^hq .  Ki^ng^ .  find  even  mentioned  the 
person,  oneBeiuvais. ,  \V^fb^t|;i^, belief  that  Buonapart^ 
was  capable  of  such  cpi^qt^  when ,  He  iSu^peQted  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  pf  .eq^ouj^aging  ^(tempts  at  his  life 
by  assassination,  were.X^ey  justified  in  giyingpolpur  to  such 
5)Uspicions,  and- exposing  the  Royal.  ^^Hmily.  to  -re^liatioii? 
Tbey  t)eUevedy.t^ey  saijj,  ,tha( ;«9uqnap^ri6  had  a  band 
ready  even  for ^qh  purpfsesTran4,  wha^  then  was.  to  be 
thought  of  their  coAf|uct?...1rhqse. pap^s* which  might  be 
called  independeRi,  aufi  ^>;f|nj(^bose  that,  w^re  under  the 
control  of  \jtie  Treaf,ury,.,,hivi4  PP^^ly  A^ifecated  this  doo- 
uine«    JVtarquif  Wellesky  )ia^  disavow^.  it-T^nd.  be  was 
unwilling  ihiat,  the  Hous<i|;i|houl4  adJQUF-n  without  a  siinVlac 
disavo\y|l  in  timt  House*    \Vhat  a  disbelief,  in  a  auperin-^ 
tending  Providence  did;  the,  pfomulg^tioq^of  such  doctrines 
imply  T    If  Proy tdenCfi  had,  for  wise,  purpq^e^,  of  its  own  no 
doubt)  createdr tills  man,  such  as  he  was— *if  it  had  given 
him  so  many  hair-breadth  escapes,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
field  of  battle.,,  did  they  think  that  by  their  jjhort-sighted 
plans  they  could  alter  its  decrees?     Did  tbey  imagine  that 
their  puny  efforts  were  to  6x  the, destiny  of  empires?     If 
•^  he  who  could  oppose  all  shields  to  all  attacks  had  some  ob« 
ject  to  accomplisn  through  xhe  instrumentality  of  this  roan, 
he  would  still  be  preserved-r^d  it  was  vaia  to  i^xpect  that 
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good  should  result  froin  any  ille^sitimate  attempts  at  his  de* 
ttraction.  Bat  the  doctrine  itself  aras so  borrihle—lYe  mi^hc 
iay  ao  damnable— and  its  conseqoences  so  dresdfal,  tliac 
lie  found  it  inpossible  not  to  caAI  for  a  distinct  disavow^al. 
If  it  bad  been  acted  upon  f>r  these  last  twenty  jrears,  every 
Sovereign  in  Earope  woold  hare  been  assassinated.  The 
doctrine  wonM  hare  justified  the  assassination  of  Lonis 
XIV.  of  France^  and  indeed  of  ereiy  man  thai  erer  wieMed 
a  scepjtre.  To  clear  the  Government  from  all  suspicion  of 
participation  in  such  abominable  principles,  he  trusted  be 
should  hear  a  full  and  frank  disavowal. 

Mr.  Perceval  sud,  that  if  the  bonoorabte  ^^tleman 
thought  it  necessary  for  the  Gorernment  to  disavow  such 
principles  as  those,  he  thanked  Um  for  affording  the  oppor- 
tunity of  disclaiming  them.  But  he  should  rather  think 
that  it  never  could  hare  beeti  imagined  for  a  motnent^ikt 
the  British  Government  ^ve  the  slightest  countenance  to 
the  doctrrne  of  assassination.  He  had  not  the  smallest  he- 
sitation in  declaring,  that  he  could  conceive  no  circum* 
stances  in  which  assantnation  could  be  justified,  and  they 
who  resorted  to  it  would  find  that  they  were  notadraocing' 
their  objects  or  interests  one  step  by  such  means.  Whoever 
estabKshcd  so  infernal  a  system  would  involve  the  world  in 
a  calamity  ftr  worse  than  any  fr6m  which  it  could  in  this 
way  be  relieved.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man,  that  wh^n  events  were  decreed  by  Providence,  no 
attempts  of  shortsighted  mortals  could  alter  their  destined 
eourse'-^but  when  a  sentiment  of  that  kind  was  introduced, 
care  ought  to  be  taken  that  it  should  not  be  misunderstood. 
They  were  not  to  look  at  the  actions  of  this  Buonaparte  as 
if  he  had  been  raised  by  Providence  to  effect  whatever  he 
himself  chose,  and  that  it  was  therefore  useless  to  resist 
him.  I1)is  would  ^  a  most  mischievous  imt>ress]on.  Nay, 
even  if  we  knew  that  it  was  the  design  of  Provideaee«  that 
this  man  should  be  successful  in  all  bis  views  of  subjuga- 
tiont  still  it  would  be  our  duty  to  defend  ourselves,  and  to 
fall  in  resistance.  (Hear!  hear  J)  That  <ill  was  directed 
by  the  finger  of  Providence,  was  a  doctrine  true  in  itself, 
but  most  dangerous  when  misapplied.  There  were  events 
that  called  forth  faurrian  virtues,  and  hutnan  actions,  and  it 
WHS  possible  thajt  the  virtuous  mi^ht  receive  tlieir  reward, 
even  in  fuilure.  If  we  saw  any  thmg  in  the  once  irresisti^ 
bie  t»reer  of  this  man  which  appeared  to  mark  the  finger 
q£  Providence  beyond  the  ordinary  occnnrences  of  Itfis^  we 
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might  reasonably  coDcInde  that  ibis  $tate  of  things  miial 
sooQ  come  to  an  enflv  and  that  it  was  not  a  condition  in, 
whi.'h  a  sruperintendiu^  Providence  intended  the  world  to 
labour  for  any  long  time;  and  we,  perhaps,  might  be 
the  chosen  instruoients  to  bripg  j(ood  out  of  this  eviC  But 
before  he  was  considered  as  irresistible,  see  what  we  had 
done  to  resist  him.  If  his  success  had  been  extraordinary^ 
our  resistance  had  been  no  less  so;  and  if  Biionapart^ 
ahouid  succeed  in  conquering  on  land,  we,  in  alt  prohabii-r 
lity,  would  retain  the  empire  of  the  sea,  and  show  that  even 
with  bis  vast  extent  of  dominion,  he  would  still  be  confined. 
He  did  not,  however,  imagine  that  the  honourable  gentle** 
inan  intended  to  adopt  a  system  of  fata)ism»  or  lo  say  that 
designs  were  not  to  be  resisted  because  entertained,  waA 
carried  into  execution,  not  by  Providence,  but  by  the  Ruler 
of  France.  He  was  satisfied  the  honourable  gentlemaa* 
meant,  that  where  resistance  appeared  proixsr  it  ought  to 
be  made,  for  Providence  wrought  by  means*  As  to  the 
doctrine  pf  assassination,  be  again  declared  his  disavowal, 
aiod  utter  abhorrence  of  such  abominable  principlea. 

Afr^  Whitbrtad  wa^  glad  that  the  rigl^t  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  i^iven  so  full  and  frank  a  disavowal,  and  thanked 
him  for  the  justice  he  had  done  him  in  not  affixing  a  aenie 
tp  his  words  which  be  thought  oo  human  being  could  have, 
supposed  they  intended  to  convey.,  He  was  no  fatalist, 
nor  did  he  say  that  Buonaparti  was  irresistible ;  nnd  be 
must  have  been  a  Ibol  if  he  had  said  so,  since  he  was  noir 
more  resisted  than  lie  bad  been  at  any  time  since  checom^ 
mencement  of  tbe  war.  He  knew  that  Providence  wrought 
by  means— that  these  events  called  forth  human  virtues 
and  actions-*and  that,  whatever  ipigbt  be  tbe  result  it.  was 
pnr  duty  to  God  and  mai^  to  resist  tbe  oppressors  of  nun- 
kind<— *and  yet  all  was  in  the  hands  of  Providence :  no  one 
(Bould  gain  a  step  by  illegitimate  ipeans.  He  remembered 
the  great  rejoicing  at  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Pkul,  be* 
cause  his  succeasor,  it  was  supposed}  would  turn  his  powef 
against  France ;  but  what  was  the  result?  In  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  after  a  coalition  the  most  foolish  thi^t  ever 
had  been  formed>  his  successor  became  tbe  ally  of  Bnona* 

}»art£,  who  now  held  him  out  to  be  oqe  of  bis  firmest 
iriends.  Providence  certainly  wrought  by  human  exertions 
— *-as  well  by  the  crimes  and  ability  of  Buonaparti,  as  by 
(be  blunders  and  folly,  of  this  country.    But  he  was  happy 
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that  the  abominable  doctrines  wliich  had  called  him  up  on 
this  occasioDy  bad  been  so  openly  disavowed. 

IMSOLVBIfT   DKBTOat    BILL, 

A  Rieaaage  was  receired  f#oni  ibe  Lords,  de^ring  a. 
oonference  with  the  Commont,  on   the  subject  of  this 

Bill. 

A  Cammiitee  was  accordingly  appointed  to  manage  the 
coofrrence  cm  the  part  of  the  Commons,  who  haYiog  re* 
tirfd,  on  tht'fr  reium—  * 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  read  the  resolution  of  the  Lords,  in 
which  ih«  y  express  thfir  re^F^-t,  thai,  with  all  their  wisfr  to 
preserve  the  tcuod  understanding  so  necessary  between  tb« 
two  Houses,  they  <*aniiot  at^ree  to  the  clause  introduced  by 
the  Commons,  extending  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to  the 
Isle  of  Man. 

Mr.  Horntr  then  moved,  that  the  House  do  dispense 
with  this  clau.'^e.  He  stated,  that  at  the  oonference,  the 
chief  reason  urged  by  the  Lords,  for  refusing  to  comply 
With  this  clause,  extending  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to  the 
Isle  of  Man,  was  the  ignorance  of  the  House  as  to  tbe  law 
which  existed  in  that  island.  He  was  by  no  means  satis* 
£ed  with  this  reason ;  but^  at  the  same  time,  when  he  could 
not  get  all  he  wished^  he  was  satisfied  with  taking  all  he 
could  get.  He  was  unwilling  to  deprive  the  numberless 
persons  in  this  eountryi  who  were  looking  forward  with  soIU 
cttude  to  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  of  all  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  it,  merely  because  those  advantages  could  not 
be  extended  to  others.  He  should,  therefore,  move  that 
Ike  House  do  dispense  with  this  clause  in  tbe  Bill. 

JIfr.  Perceval  concurred  in  this  opinion.  It  mi^ht  be 
too  much  to  hold,  because  the  sums  as  to  which  this  Bill 

Sve  relief  were  not  too  large  in  England,  that,  therefore, 
ey  were  equally  applicable  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  It  would 
be  competent  to  his  honoumble  and  learned  friend  oppo- 
site, if  so  inclined,  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  applicable  to  tbe 
Isle  of  Man,  in  the  course  of  the  next  Session,  if  the  inqui- 
ries which  he  mi^ht  be  Enabled  to  make  in  the  mean  time 
should  satisfy  him^  that  such  a  measure  was  proper  and 
necessary. 

The  clause  was  then  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill,  with 
the  omission  of  this  clause,  was  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the 
Lords  by  Mr.  Horner.-r— Adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

TUESDAY^  JOLY  9. 
J^BRKBLBY   PBBBA6B.' 

The  Resolution  of  tbe  Committee  of  Privileges  relative  to 
Ibe  Berkeley  Peerage,  tbat  the  Clatmaot  bad  not  made  good 
hisclairo,  was  taken  into  considerationy  and,  on  the  motioo 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  agreed  to  nemuu  iittentie9He. 

TTtg  Lord  ChmceUor  then  moved  tbatthb  Resolution  bt 
communicated  to  the  Prince  Ri^^t,  and  stated  his  anxietj 
that  the  House  should  not  declare  anjr  opinion  which  could 
tend  to  prejudice  any  person  in  this  case.  It  would,  how- 
ever, he  conceived,  be  thought,  by  the  House,  tbat  sooie 
step  should  be  taken,  and,  with  thk  view,  he  had  drawn 
up  with  great  caution  a  Motion  for  an  Address  to  t|^e 
Prince  Rc^;ent,  laying  before  him  a  copy  of  tbe  evidence, 
and  requesting  his  Royal  Highness  to  take  such  measures, 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  hb  Majesty,  as  he  might 
deem  fit. 

Earl  Grey  was  not  disposed  to  object  to  the  motion,  if 
any  motbo  were  considered  necessary,  and  if  the.  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  coukl  not  be  referred  to  upon  the 
sulqect  without  it. ---He,  however^  thought  that  ^re- 
questing" his  Royal  Highness  to  take  measures,  was  express* 
ing  an  opinion  that  some  measures  were  necessary,  and 
akbotfgh  from  the  character  of  the  case  tbat  opinion  might 
be  entertained,  still  he  thouj^bt  it  would  be  better  t4>  avoid 
its  expression,  and  to'  substitute  tbe  words,  ^*  in  order  that 
his  Royal  Hi^ness  may  be  enabled  to  take  such  measufcS)'* 
^«  or  some  similar  expression. 

The  £arl  of  Uverpool  concurred  with  Earl  Grey  in  the 
seatiment  that  it  would  be  advisadile  for  tbe  House  to  avoid 
expressing  an  opinion  as  to  whether  any  measure  was  neoes* 
sary. 

The  Lord  Oumcdlor'^ho  concurred,  and  substituted  the 
words,  *^  in  order  that  his  Royal  Highness  may  be  enabled 
to  take  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  fit.'* 

The  Motion,  thus  altered,  was  agieed  to,  as  well  as  the 
communication  to  his  Royal  Highness,  of  the  Resolution  of 
the  House,  tbat  the  Claimant  hu  not  made  good  bb  claim, 
and  the  Address  was  ordered  to  be  presented  to  hb  Royal 
Highness,  by  tbe  Lords  with  White  Staves. 

Vol,  ni.--1811.  4  N 


\ 
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DBLATft  IN  APPBAL  CAUBBt. 

The  Earl  of  Siiffotk  rose  to  make  two  motions  on  this 
subject;   preTious  to  %hicb  be  adverted  to  what  he  had 
said  before  oo  the  subject,  and  defended  most  of  the  ob-> 
serrations  he  then  ma<ie  respecfinir  Greenwich  HospitaL 
He  would  never  submit  to  be  chisrged  with  mockery  and 
mummerj,  for  shewing  the  enormity  of  a  Proctor's  bilt.     He 
had  been  tokl  that  it  was  not  the  clerk's  business  to  assist 
htm  in  unrolling  that  long  bilt ;  bui  he  considered  the  derk 
as  the  servant  c?  dieir  Ixmkhips  generally,  and  not  solely  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  woolsack.     The  noble 
Earl  went  through  a  variety  at  particulars  respecting  the 
general  subject,  and  appealed  to  a  memorial  sent  eleven  years 
*ft^>  by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  ooiaplaining  of  the  prao* 
tioe  of  employing  one  sole  Proctor  in  causes,  and  frequently^ 
in  appeals*     The  appeals  in  that  House,  in  1810,  were  two 
hundred  and  nine,  ami  only  four  judgments  were  given* 
This  was  contrary  to  those  true  pfmciplesof  theConslitu* 
tion  he  had  leamcd»  and  hoped  to  hand  down,    it  was  con* 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  Magna  Chartn.     He  then  moved 
for  sundry  accounts  of  Priae-Mooey,  paid  and  due ;  and 
another  motion  for  the  number  of  Appeals  at  the  beginning 
of  tbe  prcatnt  Session,  with  the  number  of  iodgmenttt  thereon, 
and  the  number  of  those  withdrawn,  disimguisbing  to  such 
as  came  irom  £nglaild,  Scotkind,  or  Ireland,    Heexpiessed 
bis  intention  of  following  up  those  motions,  if  agreed  to,  in 
the  nest  Session. 

Tbe  motions  were  then  put^  aad  carri^  sent,  dtst* 

GUlNBi^S  AHD  BAMR  NOTCS« 

On  the  order  for  the  second  resding  of  the  BilU 
Earl  Siankopt  rose.  He  was  happy  to  see  several  Lords 
present  who  were  not  there  on  the  two  former  occasions,  as 
It  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  explaining  his  objects  and 
views  to  them.  He  would  first  state  what  his  Bill  was  not, 
though  it  had  been  supposed  to  be  so,  namelv>  to  makif 
bank*notcs  a  general  legal  tend^.  To  such  a  Bill  as  that, 
the  fairest  objectHMi  was,  that  people  could  not  havesuf* 
ficient  evidence  that  a  bank-note  was  not  a  forged  one.  This 
Bill  was  not  liable  to  such  an  objection.  Now,  then,  for 
what  this  Bill  actually  was.  First,  it  was,  simply,  tbat 
nobody  shoukl  give  more  than  twenty-one  shillings  for  a 
guinea ;  nor  receive  less  for  a  Bank  of  England  note  than 


JULY  $.3  GUINEAS  ANB  BAUK   HOTBS.  6tS 

tbe  value  wKicfa  it  |>arported  to  bear.  This  motion  owed  if^ 
origin  to  a  Bill  coming  up  to  (hat  House,  called  the  Bank 
Token  Scarcity  Bill,  which  contained  penalties  on  the 
coanterfeiting  such  tokens.  It  was  a  Bill  to  facilitate  the 
iptroduction  of  a  new  circulating  medium.  He  had 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  making  a 
l^al  tender  by  law  which  all  might  obtain.  If  a  man 
bought  an  estate  for  100,000/.  and  the  day  for  settling  every 
thing  was  fixed,  and  then  the  vender  told  him  that  he 
expected  his  rhoney  in  guinea*;,  would  not  the  buyer  think 
bimself  unjustly  dealt  by — not  oil  the  matter  of  calculation^ 
but  on  tbt  physical  impossibility  of  getting  the  guineas  FAR 
be  had  tosay  was,  that  if,  without  great  iuconvenience,  and 
with  considerable  benefit,  another  secies  of  circulating  me* 
dium  coald  be  introdoce<),  it  Wiis  desirable  (o  do  so.  It  must 
be  a  strangely  composed  mind  that  could  think  otherwise* 
He  wished  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  the  subj(x;t  fairly. 
He  would  Mdeavour  to  instify  the  foundation  of  his  prin- 
ciples before  he  attempted  to  recommend  the  superstructure 
he  should  build  upon  them.  Here  he  should  repeat  what 
be  had  said  before.  In  that  good  fortune  he  hadj  of  know- 
ing many  great  |nen,  there^  was  none  of  better  heart  and 
tietter  sense'  than  Sir  George  Saville ;  and  be  thought  his 
definition  of  a  circulating  medium  the  most  philosophical 
and  sensible  tbat  he  had  heard .  Any  circulating  medium;  said 
be,  is  only  a  measure  of  different  things  ;  and  he  put  the 
iUustretion  quahitly  and  jqstly.  Ten  pounds  in  gold  were 
worth  so  many  loaves,  so  many  opera  tiekats,  or  so  many 
miles  riding  in-  a  hackney-coach.  The  metal  was  only  a 
a  scale  of  measures  of  those  valued*  His  Lokdihip  IHostrated 
opinions  by  a  reference  to  various  received  staildards  of 
measurement.  'It  did  not  follow,  that  because  gold  was 
unchangeable,  nothing  else  could  answer  the  purpose.  The 
Hamburgh  Mark  Banco  payment  had  t;hat  useful  quati^ 
withotit  money*  •  There  was,  he  would  Contend,  a  grebt 
superiority  in  <KX)k-entries  over  any  thing  <th«it  bad  ir»lriiiste 
value,  if  they  were  under  proper  regubtions.  Suppose  a 
State  established  the  system  of  i)ook-entry ,  and. that  no  man 
l»ald  make  an  entry  without  possessing  a  corresponding 
value*  A  clothier,  for  instance,  at  Leeds,  provides  a  certain 
quantity  of  doifa ;  it  would  entitle  him  U}  the  entry  of  a 
certain  sum  in  the  bodk  of  tfte  State.  If  heicotild  readily 
transfer  that  to  any  other  pbce,  it  would  bey.&rhim,  a 
better  circulating  medium  tbaa  money*     If  paid  ia  money 
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•I  Lralf,  ha  might  be  tnfemipledy  or  might  UMe  it  io  bis 
wa  j  to  iiewcft  :   hot  (hat  vottki  be  impoMible  oo  the  ajsiena 
he  raccHumended.     The  npiditrof  sochlransfenwasalso 
obnout,  and  they  would  be  much  1cm  expeosiv)p»  and  would 
not  8U0er  by  wear  and  tcar»  like  gold.     Look*  also,  at  the 
eomideffationofthe  annmil  inteml.     Ifthe  Stale  opened  m 
Banco-entry  systemt  it  oonld  provide  twenty  miliions  with 
caw  of  circolatio|;  modiom ;  hot  by  coming,  it  woold  lose 
one  ftiiliton.    If  it  werea  principle  that  the  medium  should 
be  invariable,  there  was  an  immense  soperioritr  over  gold 
and  silver,  which  wene  constantly  changing  tnctr  value; 
and  which*  when  the  coorw  of  exchange  was  against 
us,  lefi  us  in  a  great  degree,  and  rose  iu   price.     Book- 
entries  were  not  liable  to  the  effects  of  taste,  caprice,  and 
course  <if  exchange.    Must  not  such  a  standard  oe  prefer*^ 
able  2    Such  were  the  principles  of  his  proposition  $  and 
whether  their  Lordships  Wked  them  or  not,  he  ihooght  they 
must  6nd  iheir  logic  hard  pushed  to  refute  theoi.      He  felt 
himself  under  many  difficulties,  because  matters  of  this  sort 
belonged  more  particularly  to  the  Government ;  JInd  when 
an  individual  like  himself  (unconnected  with  those  in  power, 
or  those  likely  to  be  in  power,  except  so  far  as  he  oftener 
agreed  with  one  than  the  other»)  proposed  any'  strong 
change,  he  could  not  hope  to  be  very  vehemently  sup- 
ported.    It  was  therefore  better  to  take  as  much  as  be  could 
of  what  existed,  and  adapt  it  to  his  views  of  improvement. 
There  was  at  present  so  litde  of  principle  or  of  consistency 
in  the  system,  ihltt  it  was  the  greatest  difficulty  to  attempCv 
any  tbtog  bordering  on  periectton.    The  hw  was  quite 
eontradictory ;  it  authorised  payments  in  gold,  and  yet  it 
stopped  the  Bank  from  making  them.     He  did  not  want  to 
be  ludicrolts ;   but  the  system  reminded  him  of  the  checks 
given  at  the  public  places,  to  receive  other  checks  in  re- 
tarn.    You  might  get  notes  for  notes,  but  could  never  get 
your  money.    He  could  not  he  blamed  for  not  proposing 
something  perfect.  No  such  thing :  it  was  like  the  case  of  the 
tailor  making  a  coat  foraAMiifp)r!(tf  2at^A.)Hecoold  not  make 
the  coat  of  a  handsome  shape,  according  to  his  own  liking : 
no,  be  was  obliged  to  accommodate,  the  shape  of  the  man, 
who  was  disfigured  with  the  hump!      He  muu  fit  the 
auimal!    (laugking).     He  would   next  state  his  super* 
structure.     In  his  letter  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
the  Woolsack,  be  had  said  that  the  want  of  gold  prevented 
Vankers  fcosa.  paying  it,  so  that  there  were  no  means  of 
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making  t  legal  tender  in  coin :  and  that  his  grand  object 
was  to  devise  a  mode  of  mal&ing  payments  which  might 
eaable  Parliament  to  establish  a  new  species  of  legal  tender. 
When  he  spoke  of  the  Bank  of  £ngland,  hepre-supposed 
always  that  it  was  solvent.     A  great  mathematician  had 
vrritten  to  him  on  this  subject^  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  it  '*n^  insolvent.     lie  thought,  however^  that  the  B«nk 
ought  fully  to  escplaio  its  actual  sitnation  to  Government  an^ 
Parliament.    In  his  argument,  he  presumed  the  solvency* 
and  the  Kmitation  of  their*  issue  of  notes  within  a  certain 
extent     Firsts  he  would   propose,  that  (as  in  the  case  of 
Scotland,)  the  Bank  of  England  should  have  many  branches 
in  England  established  in  proper  places.     He  availed  hini« 
self  of  the  Bank  of  England,  because  he  Pound  it  ready  be* 
fore  him*      Secondly,  that  booky  of  entry  should  be  pre* 
pared,  and  kept  at  each  of  those  placiesi     Thirdly,  that 
persons  holding  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  should  be 
entitled  to  an  equal  credit  on  those  books.     F<)urthly,  ttiat 
every  such  person  should  be  entitled  to  tranter  soch  sums 
to  any  other  place  where  such  books  were  kept,  eill)eron  hii 
own  account,  or  on  that  of  (Hher  persons*    Fifthly',  that  as 
such  entries  were  not  liable  to  forgery,  they  shouM  be  made 
a  legal  tender.     When   he  heard  that  a  noble  person  of 
landed  property  had  given  notice  to  his  tenants,  that  he 
wouM  receive  his  rents  onty  in  gold  <or  Portugal  gold),  or 
Bank-notes  to  he  taken  *iit  a  certain  calculation,  he  knew 
nothing  particular  of  the  reason  df  the  proceeding  ;  but  he 
knew  tnat  if  that  aseasore  was  fallowed  by  others,  it  would 
be  productive  of  infinite  misohieP:  and,  therefore,  he  did 
not  lose  an  hour  in  bringing  the  subject  bef<»re  the  House. 
This  Bill  he  had  brought  in  to  prevt^nt  that  mischief.     His 
reasons  were  various.      First,  *  be  wished,  on  general  prin- 
ciples, for  a  new  medium.      Secondly,  that  it  Should  be 
established  by  the  mode  of  Bank^ntries   and  transfers. 
Thirdly,  not  to  disturb  too  much  wbat  had  already  existed* 
therefore  making  uwe  of  the^Bank  of  England.    The  foun* 
dation  wasthisr:  that  Bafik-notes  of  twenty  shillings  and 
pounds  sterling  should  be  on  a  par«     He  would  maintain 
that  they  arc  so  now.     If  he  S|)oke  of  a  piece  of  gold  (buU 
lion),  then  he  admitted  it  could  not  be  at  par  with  Bank* 
notes :    but  if-  he  thought  the  notion  of  gold  being  the 
standard  necessarily,  was  fallacious  and  ridiculous,  then  he 
vrouid  lay  that  the  pound  sterling  and  twenty' shilling  Bairk- 
note  were  on  a  leveU  If  be  went  to  a  banker's  with  twiinty- 
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one  in  Qotctj  and  twcniy  guineas,  and  desired  to  noake  two 
book-entriety  two  accounts  would  be  opened,  each  for  an 
e<)ual  sum.    The  pound  sierlinff,  ilierefore,  was  on  a  lewd 
with  the  Bank«noie.    Those  who  denied  this,  most  auarrel 
wiih  his  definition.      What  he  particularly  desirea   wws^ 
for  five  or  six  months,  to  maintain  that  equalitj.     He  pro* 
pos^d  no  new  or  violent  schemes,  but  Ic^t  the  subject  to 
the  |(ood  sense  which  felti  especially  about  the  metropolis, 
the  importance  of  considering  the  note  and  the  pound 
sterling  at  par.      It  wi^  their  Lordships*  duty  out  to  intro- 
duce any  tning  which  might  create  uneasiness  and  a  senae 
of  injustice  and  oppression  among  those  from  whom  they 
received  their  rents,  and  from  whose  Ulx>ur  they  derived  all 
their  comforts:  he  meant  that  valuable  .class  of  men,  the 
farmers.    It  was  on  that  feeling  he  acted  on  severHi  cases  ; 
such  as  that,  for  iostani^,  of  the  dissenters  Isteiv,  or  mmy 
class  who  felt  or  apprcl^nded  abuse.      His  Bill  removed 
dangerous  temptatiuod,  »nd  made  the  pound  and  note  so 
bis  sense,  or  left  them»  on  a  par.    This  Uill  had  been  com* 
mended. ffreatly  by  those  who  seldom  approved  of  any 
nioiion  at  his.      He.  was  happy  at  this ;  but  they  went  even 
farther,  and  said  it  was  the  very  best  remedy  they  had 
beard>  but  not  yet  necessary,  as  nobody  would  be  found  to 
follow  the  example  of  his  noble  friend  (Lord  King).      He 

tEarl  S.)  liked  rather  lo  give  to  people  ibe  protectkm  of  the 
iw,  than  any  understandins  -or  caprioe  of  other  men, 
which  was  not  a  6rm  fouodstion.  iVs.  the  Secretary  of 
State  shewed  no  disinclination,  if  any  necessity  appeared, 
the  question  turned  merely  on  the  prohabiliiy  of  the  ez« 
ample  set  being  followed*  He  had  a  bundle  of  instances 
of  this  sort,  and  he  only'  wished  that  a  great  many  more 
would  say  so  at  once,  and  then  iliey  would  proceed  to 
prevent  the  evil.  (Here  the  noble  Earl  produced  a  number 
of  letters,  from  several  of  which  be  read  extracts. )  One 
person  wrote  that  his  landlord  said,  ^'  What  one  landlord 
can  do,  all  <an  do.  If  Lord  King  succeeds,  I  will  do  the 
lame  :*'  and  then  proceeded,  without  a  fee,  to  ask  his  (Earl 
S's.)  opinion.  Another  letter  stated  a  recent  transactioo  in 
Hampshire,  where  a  man  booght  an  estate  for  4€0L  and 
paid  down  iOO/.  of  the  money,  and  afterwards  fitted  up  a 
jiouse  and  other  buildings  at  the  expence  of  several  hundred 
pounds  more.  Some  time  afterwards  came  the  time  of 
payment,  jvhen  the  vender  denred  to  have  his  money  in 
specie.    The  buyer  could  not  get  guineas,  and  notes  were 
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''dnaed  bj  the  vender,  who  would  have  his  payment  in 
guineas^  or  his  land  back  again.    The  buyer,  was  actually 
trying  to  raise  money  by  mortgage  on  his  improvements. 
The  only  consolation  left  to  the  bayer  was  an  intimation 
ffom  a  friend  of  the   \euder^s  that  he  could  inform  him 
where  he  might  obtain  th^  gpineas  he  wanted,  by  paying 
twenty-seven  shiliings  a-*piece  for.  them  !    {Hear  \  hear  \ 
from  both  fides.)     Some  might  smile,  and  some  shake  their 
heads  at  this;    the  whole  country  might  well  shake  their 
heads  at  it*     His  Lordship  read  another  letter  which  stated 
the  conduct/  not  of  a  landlord,  but  of  a  lady.      He  did  not 
know  whether  the  noble  Lord  near  him  (King)  had  followed 
the  Lady,  or  the  Lady  had  followed  the  Lord  {A  laughy: 
but  the  Lady  had  refused  to  take  any  thing  but  gold  ;  and 
had  asked  a  person  interested^  whether  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  difference  between  taking  Bank-notes  and  taking 
gold.     This  person,  in  writing  to  him,  stated  an  appre-* 
nensioo  of  the  seizure  of  goods,  and  a  readiness  to  come  and 
prove  the  statemeat  made  in  the  letter.     A  nother  person, 
a  professional  man,  had  written  to  him,  saying  that  he  had 
witnessed  much  of  the  traffic,   and   apprehended  from  it 
most  serious  consequences.     He  stated,  that  he  b$Ld  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  paying  and  receiving  many  small' 
sums.    A  few  days  ago  a  gentleman  had  come  to  hitn  from 
another  part  of  the  country,  and  paid  him  800/.  observing 
that  he  had  brought  with  hitn  300  guineas,  with  which,  or 
part  of  it,  the  other  wished  him  to  oblige  him  in  payment; 
but  he  would   not  part  with  any  of  them,  saying  that  he 
knew  a  friend,  who  will  give  him  six  or  seven  and  twenty* 
shilling  each  for  his  guineas.  This  increasing  traffic,  added 
the  writer,  occasioned  the  great  stagnation  of  gold  circula- 
tion.    Besides  other  accounts/ the  noble  Earl  adverted  tq 
what  he .  had  heard  respecting  practices  in  Ireland,  vrhich 
had  already  been  alluded   to  by  a  noble  Lord  (Barl  of 
Lauderdale).     Hementioned  the  profitable  trick  of  a  land- 
holder's steward,  in  contriving,  by  the  use  of  merely  one 
hundred  guineas,  to  procure  the  payment  of  a  large  rent,  by 
compelling  the  tenants  to  purchase*  them,  while  they  were 
nioving  in  constant  rotation  from  theshop  were  they  where 
sold,  to  the  agenl*s  office  where  they  were  received,     lu 
addition  to  this,  he  could  mention,  that  no  less  a  sum  than 
thirty-eight  thousand  guineas    were    landed  in    Dunkirk 
lately,  from  this  country,  out  of  one  cutter.     (Hear !)     He 
had  even  heard  that  a  clergyman,  a   friend  of  a  noble 
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Lord  behind  him  (be  did  not  know  whether  the  noble  Lord 
intended  to  cite  him  a  living  or  not),  had  said  that  every 
landlord  in  England  ought  to  do  the  saoie  as  those  whoaia 
he  had  been  speaking  of*     Fron  these  statemenu  of  facts, 
communicated  to  him  by  respectable  Gorrespondenta»  aiKl 
read  from  a  mass  of  cooimunications,  he  thought  that  tbe 
ohjeciion  taken  to  his  Bill  hv  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
on  (he  p'ound  of  there  being  no  ezbttng  neoessitj  for  it, 
could  not  be  t^upported*     Those  who  objectod^  merely  fron 
the  neceMity  not  being  apparent,  must  see  from  fthese^onft* 
muninUiims,  that  the  necessity  might  very  speedily  arise, 
and  that  too,  when  Parliament  would  not  be  sitting.      All 
those  who  agreed  with  him  in  the  general  principles  of  his 
n'ahoning,  and  the  ground-work  of  bis  propositions,. ought 
to  assent  to  the  enactment  of  the  measure  he  proposed.  « lie 
was  confident,  that,  under  all  our  circumstances,  the  ^stem 
of  boi>k-en(ri€S  was  the  most  practicable  mode;  and  it  had 
also  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  S^atehimarif, 
as  tl:e  best  remedy  that  bad  been  offered.    He  was  sorry  for 
having  troubled  their  Lordships  at  such  length,  bottbe 
iroporlance  of  the  subject  madehim  feel  it  bis  duty  to  do  so; 
and  the  more  so,  because  many  noble  friends  were  pment, 
who  took  different  views  of  the  subject.    The  matter  was  for 
Ministers  to  consider  iu  good  time.    It  was  their  particfiiar, 
business  to  attend  to  it.    He  should  only  say  one  word  mora 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.    Let  him  take  care  not  to  imitate 
the  lusy  fireman,  who  suffered  all  the' bouses  in  the  street  to 
be  burnt  down  through  bis  dilatoriness;  and  when  the  mis* 
chief  was  done,  appeared  in  the  street  with  his  endine.    The 
Noble  Earl  coucliidcd  by  moving  tlie  second  lerang  of  ibe 
Bill. 

Lord  King  said,  he  naturally  felt  very  anxious  to  avail 
himself  of  the  first  opportunity  which  presented  itself,  16 
explain  the  motives  upon  which  be  had  acted,  on  Uie  traas- 
action  which  had  bei*o  alluded  to  by  the  noUe  Lord.  It 
would  be  nccissiiry  for  him  to  speak  more  fully  of  bis 
private  motives  than  it  would  be  becoming  aa  indindoal 
under  other  circumstances,  as  there  had  been  an  endeavour 
to  stir  up  a  sort  of  a  public  clamour  against  him,  for  the 
conduct  he  had  pursued.  After  stating  his  private  rootivest 
he  should  then  state  his  opinion  oa  public  grounds,  of  the 
alarming  prospect  which  is  held  out  to  this  country,  by  the 
intenlion  that  is  now  avowed,  of  altering  and  changuig  the 
standard  of  our  money  and  the  fandamcntal  principfes  oT 


^VVt  e«3  «triN6At   ARO  BANK   NOTSS.  649 

owr  eorraicj.  He  would  maintain  that  big  oondtict  li^d 
beai  sittctlj  conformable  to  all  the  principles  of  justice 
aad  equity,  as  well  as  to  the  law  of  the  land.  He  had 
thofi|rht  ita  dnty  he  owed  to  himself  to  make  a  stand  now  in 
defence  of  his  property  fr^m  that  constantly  progressive 
depreciatton  of  the  currency  which  proceeded  from  the 
eooduct  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  their  being  pro- 
tected by  the  Legislature  from  the  necessity  of  pnyinn^ 
tbeir  notes  in  sp^ie*  After  the  fSII  discussion  which  this 
subject  received  in  another  place»  and  when  it  .was  known 
that  Government  did  not  m^n  to  make  any  ch^n^e  in  the 
Bank  Resiriotion  Act,  but  that  th^y  meant  to  continue  it  as 
UxE^  as  the  present  war  shoqld  continue,  it  became  neceraary 
for  individuals  to  consider,  whether  they  would  continue  to 
take,  aAifeitisiaction  of  old  contracts,  whatever  sort  of  cur- 
raiey  the  Governor  and  Coiqpany  of  the  Bank  of  England 
might,  in  .their  discretion,  think  proper  to  circulate.  It . 
bad  tieen  asked,  in  a  manner  that  was  rather  insulting,  had 
ally  hodf  ventured  to  refuse  bank-notes  in  payment  ?     He 

-  now  was  ^tbe  person  who  did  think  it  advisable,  in  certain 
CBitt,  to- refuse  bank*notes.  The  cases  in  which  he  refused 
to  taJse  bank-notes  at  tbeir  nominal  value,  were  old  con* 
tracts,  and  no  other;  and  in  having  so  done,  be  would 
oontead  ibiit  be  had  not  only  acted  legally  (for  about  the 
layr  there  couM  be  no  qaestion))  but  that  he  had  acted 
agreeably  to  every  principle  irf'equity  and  substanti*!  justice. 
Gould  there  be  an V  rule  more  equitable  than,  that  which  he 
had  laid  down,  that  the  payment  should  be  made  in  cur-* 
nncy  of  the  same  value  as  that  in  which  the  bargain  was 

'  .  made  ?  He  did  not  think  that  any  principle  could-  be  niore 
just  or  equitable.  He  had  endeavoured  to  ascertain  what 
that  value  waa,  from  comparing  the  price  of  gold  at  the 
tiMS  that  the  contract  was  ma&,  and  its  present  price; 
and  what  he  ibad  adted  was,  either  to  be  paid  in  lawful 
money  of  the  realm,  according  to  the  contract,  or  else  in 
Poitogal  fold  coin  at  the  weight ;  6r,  if  notes  were  oflered, 
«ucb  ft  sum  m  notes  as  wouk)  iHiy  a  quantity  of  gold  equal  to 
the  weight  of  that  legal  money  which  the  tenant  had  cove- 
naatad  to  pay  him.  (His  Lordship  then  read  the  notice 
^hicb  he  bad  given  to  bis  tenants,  and  which  has  been 
alnady  pttblished^)  He  could  not  see  where  was  the  hard* 
ahip  or  oppsessionin  this,  or  any  grievance  of  which  the 
•enants  ooold  justly  complain.  It  was  well  known,  that 
Mm*  cattle*  aiid  all-  thf  production*  of  the  land» .  moss  t^ 
Vaik.ni.~1811.  4  0 
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^ulnrtjr  in  price  acconling'to  the  depreciation  of  tbectir- 
rencjy  and  therefore  the  tenants  under  old  coniracta  coald 
not  complain  of  sufferin£f  any  loss  from  it.  Th^  conlraet 
irhirh  the  tenant  entereu  into,  was,  that  be  would  pa j  so 
much  in  ^ood  and  lawfid  lAoney  of  the  realm.  Now  if, 
for  the  s^keofthe  arjf^ument,  wp  were  to  suppose  that  the 
depreciation  should  iro  so  far  as  that  the  bank-note  should 
'  only  be  worth  one  shilling,  were  the  landlords  to  be  obliged 
to  take  that  note  so  depreciated  as  a  pound  sterling  In  the 
payment  of  their  rents,  when  it  was  notorious  that  on  ac- 
count of  this  depreciation  the  tenants  would  charee  cow- 
•idcrably  more  lor  every  thing  the  land  produced  ?  To 
prevent  misrepresentation,  he  declared,  that  so  far. from 
making:  a  bargtiin^n  the  bai»is  of  a  depreciated  curmicy,  and 
.then  turning  short  on  those' 'with  whom  he  had  bargained 
and  demancfing  lawfbl  money,  he  had  abstained  fiom  imain^ 
the  notice  upon  any  cont^isci  that  had  not  been  made  at 
least  two  or  three'  years  ago.  The  rule  that  he  wtohed  to 
lay  down  was,  that  he  should  be  paid  in  currency  of  the 
tame  value,  neither  more  nor  less,  that  he  had  the  contract 
in.  In  order  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  subject,  he  would 
suppose  that  what  was  usually  reserved  for  rent  was  about 
a  fourth  of  the  gross  produce  of  the  land  ;  it  was,  however^ 
found  to  hp  roost  convenient  for  all  parties,  that  this  fourth, 
or  whatever  the  proportion  was,  should  be  estimated  at  a 
money  price.  Now,  if  this  was  the  real  state  of  the  case,  be 
would  ask  whether  it  was  fair  and  equitable  that  the  tenant 
should  take  ndvanage  of  all  the  rises  of  price,  in  coii«^ 
sequence  of  the  depreciation  upon^the  shares  that  be  has; 
but  that  the  landlord  should  upon  his  share  neith^  have 
rise  of  price  nor  the  legal  money  for  which  he  bargained ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  be  paid  year  after  year  in  a  currency 
j)er|)etnally  depreciating?  He  therefore  thought  it  most 
equitable  ;)nd  just,  that  all  persons  possessed  of  old  contracts 
should  claim  satisfaction  of  those  contracts  not  in  a  veiy 
depreciated  currency,  but  in  a  currency  equal  to  that 
which  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  parties  at  the  time 
that  the  contract  was  made.'  It  had  been  said  by  iflany) 
that  bank-notes  were  not  depreciated,  butthatgold  badriaea 
in  vtilue.  This  lie  denied  :  gold,  so  for  from  gMtiOgdisam', 
is  getting  cheaper  than  at  any  former  lime,  ifit  be  conn  pared 
-with  any  thing  but  bad  bank^-notes.  At  prusent,  if  a  man 
bas  corn,  cattiei  iron,  timber,  or  any  article  of  real  value  to 
axcbangii  against  gold,  or  if  be  exchanges  labour  against  il^ 
the  same  quantity  of  tbdie  things  will  pd^ase  a- greater 
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quantity  of  ^old  than  at  any  former  period «  He  then  stated^ 
that  from  1786  to  17&7,  the  average  price  of  wheat  was 
^^^^•.per.quarter ;  \frbereas  it  \\n%  of  late  years  been  from  70s. 
to  80^,  per  quarter.  Ijn  fact,  twelve  or  fourteen  quarters  of 
wheat  would  now  buy  a^miich  gold  as'  eighteen  would  do 
in  the  tormer  period.  So  that  it  was  evident  that  the 
former,  instead,  of  losing,  gained  considerably  by  the  change 
of  times.  He  had  uo(i|erstood  that  it  had  been  stated  in 
debate^  that  there  was  no  instance  of  this  demand  of  pay- 
ment in  guineas^  except  in  some  parts  of  the  Nortli  of  Ire- 
land. He  knew,  however,  of  a  contract  made  not  long  ago 
ia  this  City,  where  a  person,  to  secure  ^e  payment' of  the 
sum  of  5000/.  in  real  money,  contracted  that  he  was  to  be 
paid  an  equal  weight  of  gold  to  the  bullion  lie  had  ad- 
vanced. He.  understood  tnat  a  practice  had  lately  beer^ 
prevalent  in  granting  leases,  if  a  longer  term  was  wanted,  * 
the  conditions  often  were,  that  for  the  next  five  years,  the 
rent  j^hould  be  according  to  the  average  price  of  oorn  for 
the  last  five  years.  This  was  also  a  fair  principle,  and  in- 
tended to  guard  against  the  ruinous  consequences  of  depre- 
ciation. .  if  this  conduct  was  unobjectionable  in  other  men^ 
hf  coyld  not  understand  \he  meaning  of  the  clamour  which 
Tvas  endeavoured  to  be  excited  against  him  ;  and,  reg;ardless 
of  that  clamour,  he  was  determined  to  persevere  in  what 
be  conceived  to  be  not  only  legal,  but  just  and  equitable^ 
.  If  the  Legislature  thought  thcit  they  could  force  a  depre- 
ciated currency  to  maintain  its  nominal  value,^they  might 
look  at  the  example  of  France,  and  tremble  at  the  experts 
ment.  In  the  bad  times  of  France,  those  who  preferred 
good  mechanic  money  to  the  worthless  assignats  then  cir- 
culated by  Government,  were  denounced  as  disaffected 
persons.  He  was  very  sorry,  however,  to  hear  it  stated, 
that  a  Secretary  of  Statt  in  this  country,  and  in  that  House 
(Lord  Liverpool),  had  expressed  similar  opinions  of  those  who 
lefused  to  take  banlc-noXes  at  their  nominal  value.  That 
Doble  Secretary  had  appeared  to  conceive  that  the  ac- 
ceptance of  such  paper  as  the  Bank  of  England  might 
choose  to  circulate,  was  a  moral  as  well  as  political  duty. 
If  bank-notes',  however,  were  really  of  the  value  they  pur^ 
ported  to  be,  their  credit  could  not  be  affected  by  any 
opinion  which  he  individually  might  entertain,  or  by  any 
conduct  which  be  might  think  it  proper  to  pursue  in  his 
private  capacity.  He  conceived  that,  as  far  as  any  private 
OKptive^  wef£  concerned,  he  had  made  out  a  case  which 
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Wat  not  only  unquestionable  at  law^  bat  which  would  be 
unanswerable  in  any  court  of  eqaity.    He  therefore  ex* 
pected,  that  he  would  have  thf  support  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  who,  from  his  office, 
luusi  be  peculiarly  apxious  for  the  fair  performance  of  con* 
tract;  and  as  to  other  noble  Lords»  he  lioped  that  ther 
would  not  give  way  to  empty  declamations  about  blad: 
malignity  of  motive.     He  would  now  ask,  by  what  rule,  or 
upon  wHat  principle  was  it  that  a  man*  was  called  upon  to 
answer  in  that  House  for  his  private  conduct  in  the  ma* 
nagement  of  his  estate  ?     If  he  had  done  nothing  but  what 
the  law  allowed  him  to  do,  why  was  his  conduct  to  be 
publicly  discussed  ?  and  if  he  had  done  any  thing  contrary 
to  the  lawst  those  laws  would  protect  the  meanest  subject 
in  this  country  from  illep^al  oppression.    Those  observations 
be  made  rather  on  behalf  of  tne  Members  who  might  think 
and  act  like  him,  but  who  had  a  seat  in  Parliament^  thaa 
for  himself,  who  had  always  the  opportunity  of  vindica- 
ting his  conduct  from  any  attack  that  could  be  made  in  that 
place.     He  should  now  state  the  views  he  bad  of  this  sub- 
ject on  public  grounds.     In  the  year  ITQYi  the  Legislature^ 
considering  j^ll  the  circumstances  of  the  case  attending  the 
Bank  restriction »  passed   a  law  to  protect  persons  from 
arrest*  who  should  tender  bank-notes  in  satisfaction  of  a 
debt.    At  the  time,  however,  when  this  Act  was  passed, 
there  really  was  no  depreciation,  and  therefore  the  law 
imposed  no  hardship  upon  any  body.     If  a  creditor  in- 
sisted upon  gold,  the  debtor  could  buy  it  with  bank-notes, 
without  any  loss ;  or  he  could  buy  bullion,  and  get  it 
coined.    Tne  Legislature  never  at  thai  time  contemplated 
a  depreciation  in  the  currency ,  which  was  the  present 
sittiation.      When  bank-notes  and  gold  were  really  of 
eqiial  value,  as  they  were  at   the  time  of  passing   that 
Act,  nobody  wonid  refuse  bank«notes  at  the  value  thev 
imported  to  be  ;  but  the  case  was  now  widely  different.    A 
depreciation  had  actually  taken  nlace,  and  he  believed 
that  legislative  interference  woula  not  stop  it.     When 
gold  was  from  SL  IBs.  to  4/.  ^s.  per  oz.  no  depreciation 
was  felt,  and  bank-notes  could  be  readily  exchanged  for 
guineas;  but  when  the  price  of  gold  came  to  4/.  I  fit.  per 
oz.  the  value  of  the  bank-note  was  but  I6f.   llcf. ;  and 
when  it  increased  to  4A  145.  its  present  price,  the  value  of 
the  1/.  note  was  really  no  more  than  I6s*  Id.     It  was  then 
to  be  considered,  that  gentlemen  now  paid  upl>n  their 
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incohies,  not  only  the  income-tax,  of  St.  in  tbe,poancl» 
(which  was  the  heaviest  tax  that  had  been  ever-  imposed^ 
but  still  which  he  acknowledged  to  be  necesaary)^  bnt  in 
addition  to  this  there  was  more  than  a  double  income  tax 
taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people,  not  for  the  ad* 
vantage  of' the  slate,  but  for  the  private  advantage  of  the. 
Company  of  the  Dank  of  Englano.     If  this  Company  was 
not  satisfied  with  their  former  profits,  he  would   much 
rather  vote  them  an  additional  sum  of  six  or  seven  hundred 
thousand  annually,  if  they  would  but  leave!  the  currency 
of  the  country  at  its  old  level.    The  atnount  of  the  ex* 
pences  of  the  country  for  the  present  year  would  be  near 
ninety  millions  in  notes,  or  about  seventy-four  millions  in 
money«    It  therefore  appeared  that,  in  this  instance,  the 
country  lost  sixteen  millions  a  year  on  acco;int  of  the  de« 
preciation  of  the  currency  which  had  been  produced  by 
the  operations  of  the  Bank.     He  doubted  much  whether 
the  cf^untry  could  long  support  such  a  loss — the  only  thing 
it  gained  *by  the  depreciation,  was  the  power  of  paying  the 
public  creditor  his  interest  money  in  a  depreciated  cur* , 
rency.    As  to  tbe  contending  that  bank-notes  were  not 
;  depreciated,  he  thought  it  was  idle  to  endeavour  to  support 
such  a  proposition,  wlien  it  was  notorious  that  all  ^manner 
of  commodities  were  growing  dearer.     Gold,  therefore, 
was  growing  cheaper  instead  of  dearer,  a|  the  rise  of  price 
•hewed  that  a  certain  quantity  of  commodities  would  bring 
more  gold  than  formerly.     This  rise  of  prices  in  com- 
tnodities,  or  the  fall  of  prices  in  the  value  of  the  precious 
metals,  had  taken  place  almost  all  over  the  world.     In 
France,  since  the  Revolution,  the  rise  of  prices  was  about 
one-fiftj).    This  was  nearly  the  same  case  all  ovei;  the 
world.    The  quantities  of  silver  now  returning  from  dhina, 
shewed  that'  even  there  silver  has  latterly  grown  compa* 
ratively  cheap.     A  good  deal  had  been  said  about  the  corn 
which  we  imported  from  France,  and  which  we  must  pay 
for  either  in  gold  or  silver.    Formerly  the  bullion  went 
from  Spain  to  France,  either  dfrectly  by  way  of  tribute  or 
in  commerce.    At  present  none  goes  from  Spnin  in  the 
shape  of  tribute,  and  it  has  found  its  way  there  in  easier 
channels,  as  the  purchase  of  corn  for  the  use  of  this 
country.     But  the  very  circumstimce  of  the  gold  finding 
its  way  throtigh  so  many  obstacles  from  this  country  to 
France,  proved  that  gold  must  be  dearer  in  Fi:ance  than  it 
is  in  this  country.    It  was  therefore  in  vain  to  tf^lk  of  gold 
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bbving  greatly  increased  io  price  io  this  country.  He  con* 
oeived,  that  nothing  could  be  more  alariuiu|r,  than  the 
project  of  makiog  bank-notes  h  legal  tencler.  This  would, 
ID  their  present  state  of  deprecialion,  be  a  subversion  of  the 
spirit  and  ooeaningof  iill  contrucis.  li  would  be  forcing  a 
curreocjy  which  aliould  circulate  not  from  its  intrinsic 
valu9,  but  /rom  force  and  compulsion.  The  bank-notes 
would  then,  in  p^nciplc,  be  nothing  better  than  the  French 
assigoats^  and  perhaps  they  might  fall  with  almost  equal 
rapidity.  A  practice  was  now  prevalent  of  lending  baokr 
notes  upon  exchequer-bxlU,  or  purchasing  those  exchequer- 
bills  to  a  large  amount  by  bank-notes.  This  was,  as  he 
believed,  directly  contrary  to  the  law.  If  the  bank-notes 
were  to  be  made  a  leeal  tender,  the  effect  of  it  would  be 
to  extend  to  every  individual  in  the.  community  that  fraud 
which  wus  now  reserved  exclusively  for  the  public  creditor, 
as  no  other  creditor  could  be  compell^  to  take  bank-notes 
in  payment  if  he  did  not  choose  it«  He  would  now  appeal 
to  the  humane  protection  of  the  House  in  behalf  of  t^e 
numerous  distressed  and  helpless  aonuitaots,  'those  wno 
l)ad  old  contracts,  those  who  lived  upon  the  small  means 
which  were  acquired  by  their  former  industry,  and  which 
they  had  calculated  to  be  sufficient  for  their  old  age,  and 
also  for  the  numerous  class  of  infirm  labourers.  He  knevtr 
that  labourers  in  perfect  health  could  at  any  time  bring 
their  labour  to  the  market,  and  receive  a  fair  price  for  it; 
but  then  theiv  were  a  number  of  others  employed  more 
through  charity  than  from  the  real  value  of  their  labour.  The 
dearuess  produced  bj  the  progressive  depreciation  of  the 
currenrj  was  most  severely  ielt  by  all  those .  classes  of 
people  whom  he  had  mentioned.  We  have  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Pitt  for  saying  that  it  never  was  intended  at  the 
time  of  passing  the  Restriction  Act  to  make  the  bank-note 
a  legal  tender.  In  a  case  which  was  reported  in  PulUn 
and  Bo$anquety  Mr.  Justice  Heath  said  "  that  the  courts 
of  law  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  convenience  or  incon- 
venience arising  out  of  the  law,  but  that  he  thought  that 
the  Legislature  had  acted  wisely  in  not  following  the  ex* 
ample  of  Trance  in  making  the  bank*uote  a  legaltender." 
In  fact,  neither  the  severity  nor  the  unceasing  vigilance  of 
the  French  .Government,  or  their  agents^  could  prevent  the 
fall  of  the  assignats.  In  Austria  the  whole  authority  of  the 
Government  was  put  forward  to  support  the  paper  monev  ; 
and  yet  the  depreciation  is  now  such,  that  another  order 
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faas  been  issued,  declaring  thYitfi^e*  florins  iivpaj[)er  may 
be  paid  bj  one  florin  in  monfey.*'  Thfc  depreeiati(>il  of  the 
assignat  wassuch,  that  although  the  loois  d'or^d  pix>perly 
twenty-four  livres,  it  represented  1200  in  n^sigdats.  The 
French  Legislature  was,  however,  aware  of  the  injuskfoe  of 
requiring  contracts  in  Wvres  to1)e  ke'pi  durihgihofse  fldcioa* 
tions  in  gofd ;  at  they  passed  a  la\?  for  regulatiiSg'what 
•  was  to  be  paid  upon  'contracts,  bj  the  comparative  value  of 
gold  and  ussignats  at  (he  tin^e  that  the  contract  was  Inade. 
This  principle  wnis  a  just  one,  and  absolutely'  necessary  to 
be  laid  down  in  those  times.  He  hoped,  however/ that 
with  the  example  of  France  and  Austria  belbref  their  eyes, 
the  Legislature  of  this  conntry  would  not  ende'avour  to 
maintain  by  ftirce  a  paper  currency  ni  a  higher  rate  than  itH 
real  value.  Hie  had  always  resisted  the  continuance  ofthe 
Restriction  Act,  and  therefore  be  was  not  now  inconsistent' 
with  his  fonner  conduct.  As  to  the  Bill  of  thQ  rioble  Lord> 
he  appeared  to  wish  to  assimilate  his  bank  of  credit  to  it 
bank  of  deposit.  If  bullion  \Hs  to  be  deposited  iti  the 
Bank  to  re^/resent  the  notes  thW  id$ued,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion  to  the  plan  ;  but  then  the  Batik  wonld  have  no  profit. 
There  was  a  plan  formerly  which  scfmewhat  resehibled  if; 
of  establishing  what  was  to  be  called  a  landed  Jebt^  whicli 
would  convert  the  whole  landed  property  of  Engl^tjtd  Into  a* 
.  circulating  medium*  After  a  variety  of  observatir;ns  on  the 
danger  of  overturning  the  foundations  of  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  he  concluded  by  moving  that  the  Bill 
be  rejected.  • 

Earl  Bathitrst  rose,  to  express  his  conviction  that  the 
.  intentions  of  the  noble  Ldrd  (KingX  if  carried  into  effect, 
.would,  prove  not  only  injurious  to  his  own  tenants^  but 
pernicious  to  the  country  at  large.  But  while  this  was  his 
ppinion^  he  did  not  m<ean,  by  so  expressing  it^  to  bring  any 
persoucd^  charge  against  that  noble  Lprd,  as  to  arraign  the 
motives  by  which  he  was  influenced,  (t  now  turned  out 
from  what  had.  fallen  from  his  Lordship,  that  the  leases 
alluded  torwere  granted,  some  of  them  in.  1801,  and  others 
80  late  as  1807*  At  those  two  periods,  the  restriction  on 
payments  in  cash  at  the  Bank  was  in  full  force*  the  system 
to  which  the  noble  iLord  ascribed  the  state  of  our  circulation 
was  then  in  full  force  ;*  and  surely  his  tenants  had  a  right, 
under  allthe  circumstances,  to  suppose  that  their  rents  were 
to  be  paid  in  paper,  unless  it  had  been  expressly  specified 
in  the  leasesi  that  the  noble  Lord  would  expect  nothing  biit 
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gold.    If  Ihere  wm  no  sucli  condition •  he  mast  ny.  ihckt  it 
was  oppvtBf tve  and  uoreatoiiable  to  bring  forward  a  defnarul 
which  the  timantt  nefer  bad  in  contemplation.    Bcsidecs,  it 
ahould  be  contideradi  that  by  the  riae  of  bis  rents  at   the 
period  of  tbe  last  leases,  the  noble  Lord  was  indemnified  for 
the  existing  depreciation  of  the  value  of  monejr  at  that  timcu 
It  might  be  said«  perhaps,  that  what  the  noble  Lord  now 
wantedi    was  an  indemnification  for  the  depreciation    oF 
money  that  had  taken  pbce  since  he  had  let  his  land.     BqC 
then  it  was  to  be  supposed  that  every  laadlord  took  into 
account  tbe  gradual  deps'eciation  of  money  when  he  leased 
his  fiftrms*    He  would,  of  course,  expect  a  larger  rent  upon 
a  twenty  years*  lease,  than  upon  one  of  four  or  five  yeara  ^ 
and  this  upon  the  ground  of  a  probable  increase  of  prices, 
or  in  other  words  a  depieciation  of  the  Talue  of  money,  to  a 
groater  extent  in  the  longer  than  in  the  shorter  periods 
Besides,  tbe  noble  Lord^s  principle  would  introduce  a  con- 
stant fluctuation  of  rent*    For  where,  in  1801,  he  lethtn 
hnd,  looking  probably  to  the  price  of  golcl  at  that  period, 
he  ought  in  1904  to  hare  allowed  hb  tenants  areauction 
of  tbe  rent,  because  gold  was  cheaper  in  1804  than  in  180l« 
If  he  did  not,  then,  his  tenants  suffered  precisely  the  same 
injustice  of  which  be  himself  now  complained,  and  which 
.had  induced  him  to  adopt  so  novel  a  measure.    Tbe  tenants 
could  not  be  aware  of  the  prinipiple  on  which  tbe  noble  Lord 
was  now  determined  to  act  \  and  it  was  extremely  bard 
upon  them,  that  when  tlie  price  of  gold  rose,  there  was  to 
be  an  increase  of  rent,  while,  when  it  fell,  there  was  no 
reduction.    It  was  to  be  r^retted  that  tbe  noble  Lord 
(King)  had  reserved  the  disclosure  of  his  purpose  till  almost 
the  very  last .  hour  of  the  session  of  Parliament,  and  had 
not  ratlier  announced  it  in  spme  way  or  other  at  the  com- 
menceroent,  when  the  Bouse  would  have  had  time  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject  fully,  and  devise  some  remedy  to  meet  the 
fviU    He  would  not  at  present  enter  at  large  upon  the  ex- 
tensive subject  of  tbe  circulating  medium.      The  noble 
Lord  had  asserted,  that  tbe  depreciation  of  our  currency 
was  manifest,  because  there  bad  been  an  advance  of  prices 
on  all  commodities.    But  there  might  be  other  causes  for 
(bis  advance — for  instance,  the  increased  wealth  of  the 
country.    But  it  was  b^  no  means  true  that  this  increase 
was  oniverbal.    Let  their  Lordships  look  at  the  list  of  prices 
current,  and  they  would  see  that  many  articles  of  the  first 
importance  were  now  actually  lower  than  they  were  in 
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1798«    There  bad  been  a  great  fall,  for  instance,  in  the 

pvice  of  tallowt  hides,  sQffar,  cotton,  and  all  West'^India 

prcxlnce.    The  noble  Lortra  proposition,  therefore,  was  by 

no  means  correct.    There  \^as  only  one  more  obficrratioa  * 

which  he  wished  to  make  ;  it  was  this,  that  the  lestrictioa 

on  Bank  payments  in  specie  was  not  a  measare  of  tlie  pre* 

sent  Government.    Even  the  last  Administration,  to  which 

the  noble  Lord  was  warmly  attached^  neter  thought  of 

ioterfering  to  do  away  that  restriction.    There  was  not  a 

scrap  of  paper  left  behind  them  in  any  pobUe  aflce,  to 

shew  that  (her  even  entertained  sach  an  intention  ;  doobt^ 

Iflss  becatise  they  thought  it  un^rise  to  meddle  ^ilb  sach  h 

delicate  matter  in  the  present  circnrastancet  of  tbe  countrr* 

Tlie  Adminiftration  with  which  be  had  tbe  honour  to  be 

connected,  bad  acted  upon  the  same  principle^  and  ought 

not,  Iberetore,  to  be  exclosivety  attacked.    For  bis  part,  at 

the  present  moment,  he  did  not  wish  for  the  aheration  of 

the  law,  which  waiT  involved  in  the  piesent  measure ;  and 

he  trusted  there  was  too  much  good  senae  in  the  oonntry 

Ibr  the  cMducC  of  the  noble  Lord  to  be  generally  imitated  i 

which  appealed  tehim  to  tend  only  to  oppiession  and  in- 

jiBtice;    He  hoped  that  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 

'wonld  be  poetponed  to  some  disunt  day. 

*     L&rd'  noUmd  was  perfisctl^  ready  to  profess  that  he 

waa  not  much  acqdainted  with  the  doctrines  res|tecting 

tbe  civcttbting  mediam — ^much  less  ao  (ban  many  others  of 

theit  Lordships ;  but  as  far  as  he  understood  the  subject  at 

alL  he  assented  io  the  doctrines  of  his  noble  friend  (Lord 

King) ;  and  this,  together  with'  the  manner  in  which  his 

noble  friend  had  been  attacked,  both  in  and  out  of  doors^ 

made  bim  anxious  to  deliver  his  opinion,  and  to  share  with 

his  noble  friend  the  obloquy  and  clamour  that  had  been  so 

loudly  raised  against  him.    He  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying, 

that  if  this  measure  passed,  it  must  be  only  the  first  of  a 

sdries  of  bills  more  daring  than  any  this  country  ever  saw, 

in  order  to  attain  an  object  which,  no  government  had  a 

right  to  accomplish!  and  which,  in  reality,  no  government 

could  efieci.    The  noble  Earl,  who  spOke  last  had  gone  so 

ftr  as  to  aisisert,  that  the  demand  made  by  his  noble  friend 

was  unjust  towards  bis  tenants,  and  mischievous  to  the 

country.    On  the  contrary,    he  (Lord   Holland)  would 

maintain,  that  should  it  appear,  as  he  had  no  doiibt  it 

would,  that  his  noUe  friend  was  only  dealing  iairly  for  tbe 

interests  of  his  own  fiimily,  acting  according  to  the  hiws  of 

VquIII— 18U.  *P  ' 
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the  land,  and  in  consonance  to  Lb  own  rights,  even  thou^lft 
his  conduct  should  be  hostile  to  the  sjstem  parsoed   by 
GoTernmeniy— all  that  would  only  prore  that  their  system 
was  a  bad  doe,  and  the  sooner  it  was  done  away  with  il^e 
better.    Instead  of  exciting  a  clamour  against  the  conduct 
of  his  iioble  friend*  should  it  not  rather  be  received  as  a 
«  warning,  that  it  was  high  time  for  Government  to  retrace 
itb  steps,  and  if  possible  correct  the  evil  before  it  was  beyond 
the  reach  of  remedy .?    The  whole  matter  might  be  resolved 
into  this  short  argument.    Bank- notes  were  either  depie* 
ciatedf  or  they  were  not ;  if  there  "be  no  depreciation,  then 
liis'  nobfe  friend's  demand  could  do  no  harm,  and  gold 
could,  ofoourse,  be  obtained;  if  there  was  a  depreciation, 
then  be  must  contend,  that  his  noble  friend  was  giving  the 
country  a  warning  in  time*  by  which  they  might  pmfit. 
*^  Lay  not  this  flattering  uliction  to  your  souls,**  as  if  the 
present  system  could  go  on  much  longer.     Were,  this  Bill 
carried,  recourse  must  he  had  to  the  marimirms,  and  all 
the  other  measures  which  originated  in  France  from  the 
law  that  forbade  the  circulation  of  assipiais  but  at  their 
nominal  value*    The  law  of  the  viaxhnum  proceeded  not 
from  wickedness  or  folly,  but  frons  the  previous,  steps  that 
were  taken.    People  would  not  bring  t)>eir  commodities  la 
market,  when  they  could  not  get  what  they  wanted  in  ex- 
change, and  hence  aU  the  measures  of  force  adopted  to  ure- 
vent  the  people  from  famishing.    This  Bill  once  made  m 
law,  he  defied  Parliament  to  stop  iu  the  trom^endous  career  i 
and  to  the  very  feme  complexion  as  in  France  would  the 
matter  come  at  last  in  this  coiuiti^y.    T^iere  was  no  other 
remedy  bat  making  the  Bank  resume  its  pnymenis  in  specie. 
There  was  no  choice,  no  other  medium  ieii.    The  Bank 
mast  either  pay  in  gold,  or  lUifigs  would  goon  till  Parliament 
be  actually  forced  to  itdopt  the  most  abominable  measures 
of  maximums,  forcto  and  terror.     The  noble  Kurl  had  stated, 
what  in  his  mind  wiis  the  ground  of  advancing  rents  on 
granting  leases.    lie  said  that^it-was  founded  on  a  calcular 
tion  of  tile  advance  in  the  depreciation  of  ropoi^y .     But  how 
much  dkl  these  fatal  wonk,.  '^  goqd  and  lawful  money  of 
the  land/'  stand  in  the  |vay  of  s»udU  an  idea  I    I)id  not 
these  woitis  expre!»sly  mean,  tiiat  the  Icindlo^d  was  not  to  be 
paid  in  a  depreciated  currency  ;  and  was  noi  tlie  bank-note 
depreciated,  when  a  popnd-note  and  seven  shillings  were 
currently  given  for  a  guinea  i    But  the  true  reason  why  the 
landlord  granted  a  long  leasCi  was^  that  his  tenant  might  have 
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an^pportanity  of  iniprovinor  the  land  ta  his  own  advantage^ 
and  thus  kra^iiifir  it  ultimately  in  the  hands  of  hiii  Itindlord 
0^  mf>re  value  than   he  found  it.     He  must  a^^atn  repeats 
Inat  his  nobk  friend  had,  in  his  mind,  acted  agreeably  to  the 
interests  of  bis  family,  the  law  of  the  land,  and  his  own  rights^ . 
The  noble  Eari  had  said,  that  ihe  last  Administration  was 
equally  accountable  with  the  present  for  the  continuance  of 
the  Bank  restriction.     But  that  Ad  ministration ,  it  was  to  . 
be  recollected,  lasted  only  about  a  year,  three  mouths  of  , 
which  wei*e  employed  in  a  negocialiou  for  peace ;  and  had 
it  been  attained,  the  Bank  restriction  would  have  ceased  of 
itself.     He  would  now  shortly  advert  te  the  speech  of.  his 
noble  friend  who  sat  near  him  (Lor4,Stanhop£).     He  never 
listened  to  the  speechei  of  his  noble  friend  without  infor* 
niation  and  instruction';  and,  however  much  he  admired 
the  ingenuity  which  he  had  displayed  on  the  present  occa* 
8ion»  and  gave  credit  to  his  honourable  intentions,  yet  he 
felt  convinced  that  his  noble  friend  was  recommending  a 
line  of  -measures  which  would  involve  the  country  in  the 
greatest  calamities.     A  noble  Lord  high  in  office  (Lord 
Liverpool)  seemed  on  a  former  night  to  approve  of  thia 
Bill  as  a  remedy;'  adding,  however^  that:the  evil  was  not 
so  great  as  to  require  it  at  present,  though  it  might  do  so 
in  time*     He  (Lord   Holland),  on  the  contrary,  would 
maintain  the  very  converse  of  these  two  propositions,  name- 
ly, that  the  evil  did  exist  to  a  very  great  degree,  hut  that 
'  this  measure  should  neither  now  nor  at  any  future' peciod  be 
the  remedy.     M,r.  Burke,  when  speaking  of  the  assighhta, 
bad  justly  observed,  that  it  was  the  very  essence  of  bank- 
notes to  be  founded  on  credit,  and  that  the  great  distinctioa 
of  the  Bank  of  England  notes  was^  *^  that  they  were  power* 
ful  upon  'Change,  though  incompetent  in  Westminster- 
ball.       The  instant  the  bank-note  was  supported  by  the 
hand  of  power,  and  not  by  credit,  then  us  value  would 
rapidly  sink  away.     Where  was  the  justice  of  coming  with 
the  arm  of  authority,  and  saying,  ^*  take  this  note  tor  a  gui- 
nea/' when  it  w;is  known  that  the  guinea  was  worth  97s.  f 
But  bis  noble  friend  bad  said,  there  was  no  remedy  left*-r>it 
was  Hobson's  choice — you  must  take  it  because  uothing^ 
else  was  to  be  got ;  though  he  would  not  have  it  made  a^ 
legal  tender.    This  reminded  bim  of  the  story  of  a  gentle^ 
man  who  was  fond  of  seeing  deep  potations  at  bis  table^  and 
who  used  to  say  to  faisguest8»  *^  i  press  oo  man  to.d/iuk 
more  than  he  chooses^  but  still  I  maiee  it  a  rule^  that  every 
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ooe  who  ttayt  is  esptdcd  to  driok.**    Of  ooane*  tboie  not 
iociincd  to  driokdetp  tooo  rose  to  take  their  deptitBr^  ^ 
tfm  which  he  med  to  ask  his  servantt  in  their  nearin^, 
whether  he  had  let  loose  the  gi^At  dog  to  valk  abovt  time 
faisages;  so  that  either  way  be  had  them*    Aod  thas» 
bill  <nd  not  make  bank»notes  a  legal  teoderi  hot  it 
so  operate  that  yoa  would  soon  not  he  able  to  get  any  ihiog 
el§e.    It  W88  a  legal  tehder  in  disguise,  and  would  baoiaa 
all  money  from  circulatiooy  white  it  necessarily  increased 
the  issues  of  paper*    His  noble  friend  had  again  quoted  the 
lively  saying  of  Sir  6.  Saville^  of  its  being  possible  to  make 
Hny  ihin^  the  measure  of  value*     He  agreed  to  it  so  far  ; 
but  then  it  must  be  that  which  the  people  at  large  agreed  to 
take  as  a  measure,  and  not  what  the  Government  chose  to 
fiirco  upon  tliem.    Value  must  consist  either  in  opinion,  or 
iti  intrinsic  use.  ^   And  here  he  would  call  to  the  recoilectioa 
of  the  House,  what  Mr*  Burke,  in  his  letter  to  a  Member* 
of  the  National  Assembly,  had  said  on  the  subject  of  the 
assignsts*    He  could  not  now  quote  the  expressive  lan- 
guage of  that  great  man,  but  the  substance  of  it  was,  **  that 
the  Assembly  might  place  the  government  in  what  hands 
they  chose ;  but  if  oncethey declared  psper  to  be  coin,  the 
real  governors  of  the  country  were  the  coiners  x>f  that 
paper."    Should  this  Bill  pass,  the  Oovernmeiit  6(  the 
country  would  be  no  longer  in  the  hands  of  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  but  in  (hose  of  the  Bank;  aod  all  the  multi-> 
furious  transactions  of  men,  in  all  the  walks  of  Ufe,  would 
be  left  to  their  control.    Their  Lordships  were  interested 
with  the  Government  itself,  not  to  place  the  happiness  of 
the  country  at  the  discretion  of  the  Bank  Directors.    H« 
must,  therefore,  enter  his  solemn  protest  agiiinst  this  mea* 
sure*    If  once  adopted,  yoa  ooala  not  stop  y  the  bank-notes 
would  run  the  same  course  with  the  assi^ats,  and,  after 
passing  through  Tarious  stsges  of  depreciation,  would  at  kst 
end  in  being  absolutelv  valueless*    He  knew  that  a  great 
,  deal  might  be  said  of  the  inconvenience  of  paying  in  specie^ 
hut  if  that  was  not  done  without  delay,  or  at  least  a  period 
fixed  for  the  resumption,  the  neglect  would  not  W  to  draw 
<on  the  flteatest  evils* 

The  Earl<kf  Ro9$  observed,  that  all  Ae  arguments  of  the 
noble  Lord  wno  had  just  sat  down  rested  on  this  foundauon 
alone,  that  the  psper  currency  was  depreciated.  Now,  that 
was  the  very  question  to  be  decided ;  and  there  was  ooe  art 
jgument  which  lo  his  mind  was  decisive,  that  no  deprecia- 
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tton  had  takea  place.   The  value  of  an;  useful  article  coaid 
only  be  depreciated  by  too  great  abundance*    There  wa« 
e%*ery  reason  to  believe  that  the  amoikni  of.  notes,  of  the 
Bank  of  England  now  in  circulation  did  not  exceed  the 
mass  of  circulating  medium  compounded  of  notes  and  gold 
in  1798.     Was  a  less  qaantity  of  currency  required  now 
.  than  in  1798  to  conduct  the  mercandie  transactions  of  the 
oountry?'  Surely  not;  our  domestic  transactions  had,  oq 
the  contrary,  greativ  increased,  and  therefore  tbece  could 
not  be  a  saperabundance  of  the  circulating  medium,  which 
could  be  the  only  cause  of  its  depreciation,  particularly  as 
nobody  doubted  the  credit  of  the  Bank.    The  question  was> 
whether  a  remedy  should  be  applied  to  prevent  the  evils 
which  a  noble  Loitl's  determination  was  likely  to  produce. 
He  thought  there  should,  and  that  the  pi-esent  Bill  presented 
that  remedy.    Of  all  the  measures  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was 
certainly  one  of  the  greatest  financiers  that  ever  lived>  the 
Bank  restriction  was  that  which  was  attended  with  the 
greatest  advantages.    Had  it  not  been  for  that  ereat  ope» 
ration,  -the  country  would  long  ago  have  succumbed  before 
the  enemy.    It  was  asserted  dv  some,  that  if  the  quantity 
<if  circulating  medium  waa  reduced,  it  would  increase  its 
value.     But,  then,  look  at  the  other  consequences.     It 
would  cramp  and  confine  the  industry  of  the  country ;  it 
would  put  a  stop  to  the  operations  of .  agriculture  and  com- 
Ijaerce:  the  country  would  suffer  the  most  tremendous  evils. 
This  would  be  the  effect  of  making  the  Bank  pay  in  jgold*, 
as  its  issues  would  necessaril  v  be  contracted  in  proportion. 
He  wished  this  measure  to  be  extended  to  Jreland  also; 
The  situation  of  the  people  in  the  north  of  Ireland  wa»  at 
present    most    calamitous;  they  were  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  their  landlords.    Many  of  them  would  only  take 
,   Hie  notes  at  a  discount ;  and  if  there  were  any  noble  Lords 
froifi'that  part  of  the  empire  now  present,  he  would  ask 
tbem«  if  there  was  not  a  class  of  persons  there  who  would 
only  receive  notes  at  one  value  and  issue  them  at  another? 
XH^ar !)    Could  there,  he  would  ask,  he  a  more  monstrous 
injustice  than  this?     Many  persons  flattered  thensselvea, 
.that  few  would  follow  the  example  which  a  noble  Lord  had 
that  night  declared  his  intention  to  set.    He  thought  raosi 
hi^ly  of  (he  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of 
England :  yet,  when  men  thus  saw  an  opportunity  of  get« 
ting  nn  addfition  of  SO  per  ce»t.  on  their  rents,  was  it  to  be 
/upposed,  ihul  only  a  few  would  avail  themselves  of  it?  He 
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coujored  ibeir  Lordships  to  adopt  the  measttre,  and  that 
witfioot  delay. 

7%e  £art  vf  I^uderdate  regarded  the  present  subject  to 
be  paramoant  to  all  others  in  point  of  impoKaace ;  and  the 
aragnitude  of  the  qootstiun  was  such  as  would  render  it  cri- 
BMnal  in  Ministers  to  dismiss  Parhament  at  present,  without 
oooaing  to  some  determination  upon  it-  The  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  last  had  asserted  broadtv,  that  the  paper  was  not 
depm-tated,  because  the  issues  (if  tne  Bank  were  not  greater 
than  the  compound  mastof  gold  and  paper  in  cireulation  in 
17{tf .  But  were  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ens[land  alone 
to  be  coubidered?  Why,  the  private  B^nks  bad  doubted 
aince  1.7MH,  ami  now  there  existed  the  extruordiuarj  nutn* 
ber  of  7S0  private  Banks,  ali  isituing  as  much  paper  as  they 
could  possibly  circulate.  Whenever  the  notes  of  any 
ecHintry  were  withdrawn  irom  circulation  in  any  number, 
then  the  effecl  was,  that  the  value  of  those  which  were  left 
iocreafied.  l*his  was  the  case  in  the  Nonh  American  coio- 
oies,  and  it  was  the  same  in  thi^  reign  of  King  William,  as 
he  should  afterwards  show.  He  was  anxious  to  know  wfae* 
ther  Ministers  really  approved  of  this  Bill.  Could  they 
figure  to  ihcmfelvcsanv  advantage  from  it?  Who  was  it 
that  ihey  wished  to  relieve:  Was  it  the  tenants?  W^hy, 
the  noitle  Lord  was  perfectly  willing  to  receive  bank-notes 
«t  their  present  value,  compared  with  the  coin  of  thecoun* 
try.  So  far,  then,  they  would  circulate  as  before.  But  were 
this  law  topas»,  he  had  not  a  doubt  that  itwouldnot  only 
diminish  the  number  of  bank-notes,  but  also  depredate 
them.  He  ready  thought  that  the  only  object  of  his  noble 
friend,  in  proposing  this  measure,  was  to  feel  the  pulse  of 
the  House,  and  of  the  country,  on  the  subject.  The  noble 
Lord  asiced  if  this  was  a  new  state  of  things f  No:  at  thb 
latter  end  of  the  last  century*  circumstances  almost  exactly 
similar  occurred.  In  the  year  I69S1  men  were  going  abooi 
purchasing  notes  for  the  purpose  of  paying  their  debts;  and 
after  they  bad  collected  a  great  number  at  a  depreciated 
value,  they  brought  them  forward,  snd  paid  them  to  their 
creditors,  Who  were  obliged  to  receive  them  at  their  full 
aaiocrnt,  or  to  go  without  any  part  of  their  demand.  In 
proof  of  this  his  Lordship  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  Drake's 
account,  in  1609,  of  the  attempts  made  at  tlie  above  period 
to  diminish  the  value- of  bank-notes.'  He  contendea  that 
two  species  of  circulating  medium  can  never  exiat  at  the 
same  time  in  equal  credit;  for  if  one  rises. in  value,  the 


JULY  2.j  GUINEAS  AND  BANKNOTES.  &i5 

Other  must  bn  depreciated ;  and  it  gold  rose,  paper,  which 
was  to  represent  it,  if  it  once  lost  the  confidence  of  those 
who  were  to  receive  it,  rnii.st  sink  in  the  same  proportion  as 
the  other  rose  in  vnUie.    This  was  the  case  in  France,  when 
the  louis  in  gold  was  worth  ISOO  assignats  in  paper.    No* 
thing  could  be  more,  wretched  and  miserable  than  the  sita* 
utioD  of  the  people  bnder  these^circumstances ;    uotwitb* 
standing  which^  no  sooner  was  the  Whole  of  the  paper 
swept  away  from  the  face  of  the  country,  which  it  was  io 
the  space  of  one  day,  than  from  that  moment,  the  very  snoif^ 
country,  from  being  greatly  distressed,  became  highly  floiK 
rishing,  by  setting  rid  of  a  set  of  wicked  and  mercenary  in* 
dividuals;  who  denghted'to  make  their  own  fortunes  on  ibc 
ruin  and  misery  of  the  public  at  i^arge.    Many  argtimeots 
bad  been  urged  to  sbow  that  the  credits  of  the  Bonk  of 
Scotland  wer^  similar  to  those  proposed  to  be  iatroduced  hj 
the  present  Bill ;  but  be  deiiied^  tjiat  any  proof  had  beea 
adducbd  in  support  of  these  assertions;  and  he  was  sorry  to 
observe,  thai  for  want  of  more  substaniiad  argiimecits^  Mi- 
nisters had  been  driven  to  resort  to  that;  miserable  on&-«Hbat 
jibe  laat  Ministers,,  who  were  only  in  office  one  year,  had 
not  taken  s^ny.  step  to.  remedy  the  grievance  that  was  now  so 
Joudly  complained" of.     It  was  extremely  unfair  to  urge  such 
HP  argument  inabeirowji  defence;  becau.se  they  well  kqew 
that  the  lute  M  misters  were,  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  they  were-  in  office,  engaged  in  a   uegociation  for 
peace,  which  bad  they  succeeded  in  effectit^g,  woutd  have 
j)ut  an  end  to  the  BanK  restriction.     Had  they  continued  in 
office  longer  than  they  did,  he  was  convinced  (hey  would 
have  shown  their  zeal  for  the  interests  of  the  country,  bjr 
attending  in  the  most  serious  and  effi^ctive  manner  to  this 
most  important  and  desirable  measure. of  causing  the  Bank 
to  resume  xhelr  payme^s  in  specie.    Before  he  sat  down  be 
would  conjure  Ministers  maturely  to'consider'  the  nature  of 
the  incisure  they  were  now  about  to  adopt.     He  knew  very 
well  that  the  noble  Earl  who  brought,  forward  this  Bill  was 
j>ossessed  of  great  ingenuity;  bi^t  ne  did  not  seem  to  have 
studied  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  provisions.    Could  they 
bring  forward  an  effectual  remi?dy  r*     No;  the  only  way 
tbey  could  do  it  would  be  to  make  hunk-notcs  a  legal  tender 
— a  measure  which  be  believed  no  man  would  vctnure  to 
bring  forward,  either  in  that  House  or  the  other,  without  a 
great. risk  of  being  called  to  the  severest  accoimt.     Tbc 
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noble  Barl  in  his  letter  to  the  Lord  Chancellori  had  assimi* 
lated  the  pledges  of  the  Bank  to  be  given  by  this  Bili»  to 
those  which  were  in  force  relati/e  to  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Scotland:  bnt  nothing  could  be  more  diflerent;  for  in  Scot- 
land there  was  not  a  bank-note  in  circulation  which  the 
Bank  was  not  obliged  to  pay  in  cash  whenever  it  should'  be 
rfett>Hnded.    To  this  had  been  owing  the  very  great  hn- 
prorements  in  that  conntry,  and  the  reaaoa  why  vbe  r«iita 
there  had  in  the  same  space  of  time  risen  to  a  mocb  higher 
#(ate  than  they  had  done  in  England.    Speaking  of  the  ar- 
l^tTinent  of  the  noble  Earl  (Batburst)a8  to  the  injustice  with 
which  he  had  charged  bis  noble  friend  (Lord  King)  of  act- 
ing towards  his  tenantry,  his  Lordship  declared,  be  nerer 
beard  such  notisense.     He  felt  himself  ashamed  of  tbe 

Eou8e^?hen  he  reflected  on  the  mode  in  which  the  questfon 
id  been  urged.  Ministers  bad  adopted  a  measure,  for 
which  they  bad  not  been  able  to  advance  a  single  argu- 
*tnent,  except  that  of  condemning  an  individual  for  pursu- 
ing a  course  with  respect  to  his  own  property,  which  the 
law  most  fully  and  directly  sanctioned. 

Lord  'Rcdr$dale  said,  it  every  landlord  in  the  country 
were  to  insist  on  his  tenants  paying  their  rent  in  gold,  they 
*inight  verv  soon  come  to  the  point  of  asking  two  hundred 
for  one,  oecsuse  for  the  tenants  to  obtain  gold  would  be 
itxf possible. 

Lord  Gramlh  sakl,  that  since  be  had  sat  in  Parliament, 
*fae  had  neter  seen  Government  in  such  a  dreadful  state  as 
that  in  which  they  were  at  present.  One  of  the  most  inn- 
portant  interests  of  the  subject  had  been  brought  into  dia* 
cussioo  by  this  Bill,  and  it  was  deserving  of  tbeir  Lord- 
ships* most  attentive  consideration.  When  the  question 
was  brought  forward  in  tlic  Commons*  the  mode  they  took 
to  fry  it,  was  by  shutting  their  eyes  against  all  the  difficult 
ties  they  had  to^  encounter  and  wished  to  be  done  away; 
and  by  entering  into  a  string  of  resoltftions  wbich»  in  his 
opinion,  did  not  go  to  the  point  in  question,  they  fondly 
bat  vainly  flattered  themselves  that  the  mutter  would  sub- 
side^ and  hereafter  remain  at  rest.  He  expressed  his  sur« 
prise  that  Ministers  should  have  sO  conducted  themselves; 
and  that  the  onlv  one  of  them  who  bad  this  night  spoken 
*oii  the  subject,  should  have  ahogether  deserted  the  argu-. 
ment,  and  resorted  to  that  of  arr^i^ning  the'conduct  of  an 
individual  Peer,  who  had  acted  as  he  thought  it  was  his  duty 


^I11.¥  S.j  OVINBAS /AlCD   BAlf&  NOTES*  '     ^66& 

to  do  fcur  the  protection  of  his  property  and  the  interests  of 
his  Fainiiy.  it  would  have' been  .natural  for  therevolutioii- 
]«tsoF  France! — for  the  coiieagbes  and  ^adYocates  ofRbbes^ 
pierre^!«*to  advert  to  sudi' an 'argument;  hiii  to  bear  ft 
brought  forward  in  that  Hbufte^  was  more  than' be  conUI 
have  expected.  li;  there'  aue  roles  enjoined  by  the  law'cf 
this  coinitry  by  whicH  men  are  caUed  on  to  reflate  tbeir 
eondact  respecting  liieir  in^^rbits  as  opposed  to  each  other, 
«aielj  every  individual  had  aright  to  regulate  his  condutl 
according  to  those  rules ;  apd  whilst  he  dkl  so^  lie  was  d6- 
sdnring  the  praise  of  all  gobd  mKi.  He  could  not  there* 
€ore  but  feel  highly  indignant. at  the  manner  in  which  hlav 
noble  relative  (Lord  King)  had  been  treated  by>he  attack 
which  had  been  so  unjust]^  and  unfonndedly  made  on  hinii 
He  w«s  proud  to  say,  that  bd  loved  bis  noble  relation^  fot 
the  ncuneroos  amiable  qoalities  which  he  so  abundantly 
possessed.  He  loved  bias  for  the  benevolence  of  his  heait 
«— >the«leamess  and  liberality  of  bis  mind;  and  knowinj^ 
these  as  he  did,  he  wovid  venture  to  say^  if  there  was  one 
in  this  country  less  likely  lo  act  with  a  degree  of  harshnesi 
or  Oppression  towards  his  tennntB,  it  would  be  his  nobld 
Relative  to  whom  such  conduct  had  been  so  mistakenly  im«> 
pa  ted.'  -Were  their  Lordships  ready  to  carry  the  argument 
ir6m  his  noble  relation  to  every .  inaivtdoal  in' the  country  ? 
Were  they  ready  to  say  io  the  merchant,  that  he  should  not 
«ond«cthia'Owo  concerns  in  tiie  way  he  Kked  best^  but  that 
he  shoald  go  to  the  partioalar  markets  they  would  point 
out, '  there  confine  himself-  to  such  speculations  &9  tbey 
«bool(d  be  witting  to  allow,  and  in  those  be  sbuold  make  no 
Aoiie  tbad  such  or  such  ii  profit?  if  they  ftere  to  do  so,  be 
beliievedb'they*  would  soon  find  their  own  blindness  and 
^rror.  The  only  safe  mode  to  bp  adopted  was  that  so  pro* 
«peroi]jsly  pursued  by  our  anoestoi%^  but  which  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  been  so  lamentably  contracting  for  the  lastthnae 
years,  viz.— 4hat  of  siifieriiig«very  man  to  conduct  his  own 
affairs  as  to  him  shall  appeM*  most  likely  to  render  him  pro* 
sperons  and  happy.  Were^we  in  a  state  ti>  be  toU,  that  m 
man  shall  haye  any  odier  rule  %if'  cooduet  tkan  the  laws  of 
bis  country  ?  His  noble  relali0r  b4d  done  no  more  tbatt 
exercise  that  rule  of  condueit^  and  «to  olaim  those  fights 
which  he^eajoys  under  the  provisiooe  of  the  law ;  and  if  it 
be  denied  to  him  tO'  do  tbis^  or  if  reproach  be  thrown  oa 
Jiiih  for  sodainfi^,  it  was  the  lan^riiage  of  clamour  and  uot . 
Vol.  111.-1811.  4Q 
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of  remmi,  imd  therefoie  ought  not  to  be  atteaded  to.     If 
there  had  been  ao  atom  of  juatice  in  Minbten,  instead  of 
laiaing  a  clanoor  afaiost  bis  noble  relative,  they  viroald 
bave  ud milled  he  was  not  the  first  vho  broached  this  doc- 
trine, bat  that  a  noUe  Earl  in  Ireland  had  long  before  done 
k;  but  instead  of  this,  thev  resorted  to  clamour  against  his 
noble  felati?e,  to  prevent  him  from  doing  what  the  laws  of 
the  country  gave  htm  full  right  to  do.     With  respect  to  the 
point  in  question*  he  (Lord  Grenville)  conoeivea  the  mo* 
ment  was  now  come  (too  late  perhaps  to  remedy  all  the 
evils  attached  to  the  measure),  but  he  believed  the  mooieot 
was  arrived,  in  which  they  might  do  away  great  part  of  the 
mischief;  and  if  they  did  not  seize  it,  he  was  afiraid  the 
ooontry  woald  long  have  cause  to  lament  their  bltndneaa 
and  ofaisiioacy.    The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
aack  had  that  ni^bt  told  them,  that  Mr.  Pitt  bad,  in  1797, 
laid  on  this  restnction  as  a  measure  which  wai  intended  to 
be  continued.    He  (Lord  Grenyille)  did  not  know  where 
Ihe  noble  and  learned   Lord  had  obuuned  his  information 
on  this  subject;  but  he  (Lord  Grenville)  could  safi^y  de« 
dare,  that  as  one  of  the  then  Administration,  he  and  Mr* 
Pitt  bad  looked  on  it  as  the  most  afflicting  day  tbey  had 
ever  felt  at  being  obliged  to  enter  upon  that  evea'as  a  teoi^ 

torarv  measove ;  and  for  his  own  part,  for  the  share  he 
ad  had  in  that  decision,  he  had  ever  since  felt  regret  s 
and  when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  consequence  of  the  renewal  of  hoati* 
litit's,  found  it  necessary  to  continue  the  suspension  to  the 
end  of  the  present  war^  ha  (Lord  Grenvilk)  strennoosly  opr 
posed  the  Bill,  and  recommended  an  immediate  resumption 
of  cash  payments.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  aaid 
i^ktive  to  the  year  he  was  in  office,  he  thought  it  had 
already  received  a  very  proper  answer  from  his  noble  friend 
near  him  (Lord  Holland).  He  would,  however,  b^  their 
Lordships'  attention  to  a  few  words  on  that  subject.  His 
Majesty  had  done  him  the  honour  to  call  him  to  his  Couo« 
Gils  in  the  month  of  February,  1806;  and  till  the  month  of 
November  he  and  his  colleagues  in  office  were  actively  and 
continually  engaged  in  endeavouring  to  bring  about  what 
was  certainly  in  the  estimation  of  every  man  a  most  desi- 
tjMe  object,  viz.  an  bonoarable  peace.  A Aer  thist  be  would 
teiefly  tell  the  House^  bow  he  had  been  employed  during 
4)6  foar  remaining  months  which  he  oootinned  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's service*.   From  the  momaat  be  saw  an  hoDourable 
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peace  (and  oo  oiher  would  he  have* agreed  to)  cotild  not  be 
procured,  it  was  hin  opiDion,  and  that  of  his  coUeagUea^ 
that  our  best  and  safest  way  of  proceeding  would  be  to  bus- 
band  our  means  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  us  to  carry  on 
tbe  war  to  the  latest  possible  period  to.  which  the  enemy 
might  have  the  poigrer  to  protract  it;  and  he  proposed^ 
therefore,  a  system  of  economy,  which,  by  being  persisted 
in,  would  have  enabled  os  to  do  so.  He  considered  at  that 
time  the  Bank  restriction  to  be  a  great  evil ;  but  thought, 
at  the  same  time,  before  be  required  them  to  resume  their 
payments,  he  would  by  bis  system  put  them  in  a  condition 
to  do  so— ;by  which,  if  carried  into  effect,  the  people  would 
Imve  been  saved  from  the  payment  of  three  income  taxes. 
One  to  the  Government,  and  two  to  the  Bank  restrictions. 
It  pleased  his  Majesty,  however,  to  call  to  bis  Councils  the 
present  Ministers,  who  by  a  system  of  prodigality  and  ex- 
penditure which  was  dreadful  to  think  of,  he  was  afraid,  if 
not  speedily  put  an  end  to,  would  inevitably  ruin  the  coun- 
try. He  had  been  informed,  and  he  believed  it  to  be  true, 
thatnhe  estimates  fot  tbe  present  year  amounted  to 
90,000,000/.  sterling,  which  clearly  showed  that  we  were 
engaged  in  and  running  a  course  of  extriavagance  far  be- 
yond the  means  of  the  country  to  support,  and  which,  if 
persisted  in,  must  entail  on  us  inevitable  ruin.  It  was,  how* 
ever,  one  of  the  causes  pf  tbe  immense  issues  of  paper ;  and 
those  were  the  root  of  its  depreciation.  It  was  ridiculous  to 
luppose  an  evil  of  such  magnitude  could  arise  from  the  act 
or  acts  of  any  individual.  The  Bill  now^  brought  forward, 
showed  the  paper  was  depreciated,  and  that  was  the  ground 
of  the  shameinl  argument  used  against  his  noble  relative 
near  him.  Gold  is  not  scarce,  but  paper  is  depreciated;- 
If  you  will  pay  the  quantity  of  paper  equal  to  the  present 
price  of  gold,  it  would  be  found  that  ^old  was  never  so  plen* 
tifol  as  it  is  at  present.  His  Lordship  commented  at  some 
length  on  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  Bill,  which, 
though  declared  by  the  noble  Earl  who  brought  it  forward, 
not  to  be  intended  to  make  bank-notes  a  legal  tender,  yet 
went  so  near  it  as  to  create  great  risk  of  committing  gross 
and  flagrant  injustice.  The  noble  Lord  then  proceeded  to 
animadvert  with  great  strength  of  argument  and  observa- 
tion upon  the  danger  of  making  paper  a  legal  tender.  ^^  If 
there  be  law  in  Venice,  you  must  pay  in  money»  or  else  yoo 
will  shake  the  foundation  of  the  Senate."  His  Majesty'^s 
Ministers  appeared  now  to  be  adopting  measures  which  had 
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been  stigmatiied  b^  all  eminent  autborities  upon  sn^b  9ub« 
jects  as  most  injurious  to  a  State.    They  bad  detemained 
to  issue  tokens  tor  three  sterliog  shillings^tokrns  whicb^ 
according  to  the  standard  yalue  of  the  sterling  shillinc^By 
would  not  be  worth  more  than  9s.  4{/«     In  this  iusUnce  ci^ 
must  contend,  that  they  were  not  satisfied  with  a  depre- 
ciated papf  r»  unlets  they  accompanied  it  with  a  debased 
coin.     It  this  measure  were  fit  to  be  adopted,  be  should  be 
gind  to  know,  ^by  the  tokens  were  not  to  be  issued  by  Gro** 
teromenitbr  the  profit  of  the  public?     He  could  see  no 
good  reason  wh  \  the  profit  should  go  to  the  Bank  of  £q^« 
uuid,  rather  than  to  the  Treasury.    Tlhe  lojcens  were  ^  be 
prepared  in  theKing*s  mint,  and  und'er  his  immediate fianc* 
tion  ;  and  if  the  nation  was  to  take  tbe.mischief  of  th^  issue^ 
the  public  was  entitled  to  the  profit.     He  bad  thus  lon^ 
detained  their  Lurdshipsj  because  he  felt  it  necessarj  to 
state  explicitly  his  opinions  upon 'the  subject.     But  he  bad 
by  no  means  exhaitstid  the  subject;  he  bad  not  even  ex- 
pressed all  the  conM(ieiatioii8  which  >u|rgest  themselves  evei^ 
Co  his  mind  upon  the  quesMon.     If  the  measure  were  to  be 
persisted  inj  tie  slioi)Id  often  have  to  address  their  Lord- 
ships upon  it;  not  that  he  was  not  perfectly  aware  how  little 
useful  it  was  lo  address  their  Lordships  upon  such  occa^ 
•lonn;  but  bf^caui^ei  feeling  as, he  did  respectmg  ibis  mea- 
sure^ he  should  not  think  that  he  had  performed  his  duty  if 
be  failed  to  state  his  setuiments.     Whatever  might  be  the 
future  misfortunes  of  the  country  in  conseqtieuce  of  these 
measures,  be  w«<s  j>ure  that  he  could  bear  his  pro(M>rtioD  of 
them  with  the  fortitude  of  a  man  conscious  of  having  di»« 
charged  his  duty  in  endeavours  to  avert  them:  but  when  he 
considered  how  particularly  it  had  fallen  under  his  obser* 
vation  on   a  fontier  occasion   to  watch  the  progress  and 
effects  of  similar  measures  tn  that  unhappy  country,  France, 
he  should  be  crimiUHl  not  to  u<ie  all  tbe  means  in  his  power 
to  prevent  their  introduction  into  this  country. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  tbe  question  before 
their  Lordships  bad  l>etn  argued  wi^h  a  view  to  fbe  uherioi 
measures  which  tbe  noble  Earl  who  brought  tbe  present 
measure  forward  hnd  in  bi^  contemplation.  For  his  own 
part,  he  wished,  in  any  thing  he  should  feel  it  necessary  to 
say  upon  this  Blll»  not  to  be  understood  to  give  any  opiiBoa 
or  appri»bation  of  those  ulterior  measures.  The  pnnciple, 
of  the  Bill  under  considerrion  he  had  certainly  approved 
of;  and  when  first  the  measure  was  opened  to  their  Lord* 
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ahips,  he  hkd  declared  it  to  be  tbe  b^  remedy  tor  the  evil 
in  tbe  contcmplaticm  df  the  noble  mover.-    And  (hii  decik^ 
ration  be  had  qnade,  founding  his  o^lbioa  upon  the  priifrci^ 
pie  of  the  measure  of  17f^7,  that  it  x^as  not  desirable  tb  lefic* 
tend  the  principle  of  legisiatiofi  beyoiri  the  necessfty^of  the 
iase.     He  had»  however,  on  that  occasion  eooceived  thai  9l 
mi^t  he  better  to*  lot.the^uestidm  restirpon  thfe  law  at  It 
sloud,  because  he  was: then  of  opinion  that  tbe  exaiDp4^ 
mentioned  hf  the  noble  Earl  would  not  be  generally  ro^ 
lowed.    This  opinion* of  bis  was  n6t  founded  upon  any  im^ 
fNtecision  that  he  had  any  right  to  inquire  into  the  precise 
degree  of  public  spirit  and^prkiciples  which  fndtviduals'may 
be  ioiluenced  by  in  the  regulation  of  their  private  concefns; 
but  because  he.  thought  it  would  Botbefor  the  interest  of 
aniy. individuals,  to  follow  that  example.    The  rntei^e^t  bf 
kndlords  and  tenants  oould  not  be  separated ;  and  cdnse^ 
^oenily  any  act  that- would  bear  hhrd  opoti  the  tenant  most 
W  tnj urious  to  the  landlord  himself.     I  f  tbe  example  of  the 
noble  .  Lord  were  to  be  followed  generally^  the  tenants 
ivoiild  generally  indemnify  themselves  by  raising  the  prices 
of  the  articles  they  brought  to  market;  bat- if  it  were  not 
followed  generally*  tbe  particnlar  tx^nant  would  not  have  tb^ 
weans  of  indemnifying  himself  by  a  rite  of  prices,  find  the 
consequent  injury  be  would  suffer  would  also  be  felt  by  th^ 
landlord.    Though  he  had  at  first  thought,  that  upon  th^ 
vrhole  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  law  as  it  stood,  yet 
when  he  attended  to  the  principle  of  the  measure^tinder 
consideration,  and  particularly  to  the  principles  of  thosef 
.  who  had  opposed  it,  he  began  to  feel  that  the  remedy  shouM 
be  upheld ;  that  if  Parliament  sbonld  separate  before  the 
adoption  of  such  a  measare,  much  public  inconvenience 
wduld  be  the.  result;  and  the  remedy^  whicbwas  now  efisy. 
would  perhaps  then  be  ineffectual.    If  ever  a  question  had 
been  exhausted  in  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of  Parlia- 
ment^ it  was  tbe  present.     It  hsd  not  only  been  discussed 
,  day  after  day  for  many  successive  dctys,  but  a  Tery  consi- 
,  derabie  number  of  publications  had  been  written  by  able» 
acute,  and  ingenious  men  upon  both  sides  of  the  question. 
Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there  might  have  been  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  evil,  npon  the  propriety  of  binding  the 
Bank  to  resume  cash  payment's  at  any  definite  time,  there' 
appeared  to  be  very  little  differenccv     IJpon  a  division  m 
that  question,  in  another  place,  the  minority  did  not  exceed' 
47*    The  noble  Baron,  who  wished,  and  properly,  to  take 
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the  sobied  into  oooBderatioa  when  taken  op  in  anotfaer 

Ilaoe,  IMI  lettion,  well  knew  that  ile  wiis  mdj  to  aflbnl 
iin  every  fiicitity.    The  noble  Baron  who  spoke  second  in 
ihe  debttle,  bad  alaled  that  bank-notes  were  depreciated, 
becaase  they  did  not  now  purchase  as  macb  food  and 
other  necessaries  as  formerly,  and  bad  insunced  wheat  and 
corn.     Bttt  papers  on  thetr  Lordships*  table  showed  tfaal 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  corn  was  attributable  toother  causes* 
The  consumption  bad  increased  considerably  beyond  the 
produce.    Toe  40Q|000  quarters  farmerly  imported  were 
now  consequently  increased  to  6  or  70i),000.    This  was 
not  owing  to  depreciation,  as  by  reference  to  the  price  of 
iron,  timber,  wool,  cotton,  feathers,  tallow,  and  hidesy 
whidi  were  known  to  have  fallen  in  price  as  gold  bollioii 
Yoseio  the  market.    The  measure  of  restriction  had  beea 
lesorted  to  in  the  first  intitance  to  prevent  the  Bank  fiom 

{aying  in  cash,  and  to  keep  the  bullion  in  the  country ;  and 
e  knew  it  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  th^  great  man  who 
originated  the  Bank  restriction,  that  the  public  creditor 
shq^ld  never  be  placed  in  a  worse  situation  than  any  indi- 
vidual having  equivalents  in  any  other  species  of  security* 
But  the  public  creditor,  if  compelled  to  take  notes  at  par  for 
bis  dividend,  whilst  the  tenantry  nonld  be  allowed  to  take 
them  at  a  depreciated  rate,  would  be  greatly  injured.  The 
noble  Baron  had  said,  that  goM  enough  could  be  had,  if 
we  were  willing  to  pay  the  price  for  it.  He  knew  not  upoa 
what  authority  this  had  been  asserted ;  but  he  knew  that 
one  of  the  most  extensive  and  respectable  merchants  per* 
haps  in  the  world,  who  was  not  much  in  the  pracuce  of 
giving  his  support  to  his  Majesty^s  ministers,  had  decidedly  ' 
stated  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  if  be  wanted  ten 
thousand  pounds,  he  should  not  know  how  to  get  it«  If  the 
Baok  could  procure  gold,  it  would  find  its  way  oot  of  the 
country.  Thii»  was  owing  to  the  unexampled  state  of  the 
world,  and  the  convulsed  state  of  commerce.  He  agreed 
Vith  the  noble  Baron,  that  our  exertions  in  the  proaecutioa 
of  the  war  had  the  effect  of  js  drain  upon  the  coin  of  the 
country;  though  he  differed  from  him  in  thinking  that  the 
exert ion<  we  were  making  were  well  worth  the  price  we 
paid  for  them.  We  could  not  expect  to  have  a  navy  tri-> 
umphant  all  over  the  world-^to  strip  the  enemy  of  all  bis. 
colpnies«*or  to  maintain  a  great  army  in  the  Peninsula, and 
another  in  the  Mediterranean-— without  feeling  some  drain 
of  our  coin.    When  he  considered  the  consequences  tbai 
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might  follovr  fraiu  tlvs  example  pointed  oat  by -the  noble 
movers  he  ihought  it  would.be  UDwise  to  reject  the  Bill:  as 
^uch  rejection  would  lead  to  consequences  nimbly  injurioos 
to  tenants,  bntstill  more  injurious  to  the  puUic  creditor. 

I%e  Earl  of  Laudtrdalf  briefly  explained,  and  referred  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Merle  and  another,  to  show  that  gold 
might  be  had  as  heretofore. 

slarl  Stanhope  rose  to  reply.    Before  he  should  say  any 

-  thing  upon  the  subject  of  the  Bill,  he  must  observci  that 

ft  noble  Carl  had  stated,  '^  that  he  had  views  of  his  own  ia 

bringing  forward  this  measure/'  and  he  wUhed  for  an  cx« 

planation. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  disclaimed  distinctly  haTing 
evar  intended  to  say,  or  having  ever  conceived,  that  hia 
noble  friend  could  have  bad  any  views  of  interest  in  the 
measure. 

Eari  Stanhope  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  explanation 
given  by  his  noble  friend,  and  added,  that  he  bad  notion* 
ceived  it  possible  for  his  noble  friend  to  suppose  that  he 
jcould  have  had  any  views  of  interest  in  bringing  forward  su(:h 
a  measure.  But  wbeo  such  words  strike  the  ears,  tbey  ought 
to  be  explained ;  and  he  should  be  extremely  sMry  that 
any  person  who  had  heard  the  words  should  think  theaa 
^ipplxcable  to  him.  He  had  always  been  a  speculative  m<in^ 
and  very  little  given  to  views  of  self-interest.  He  had 
always  thought^  that  the  man  who  was  in  posj»ession  of  a 
large  property  not  gained  by  hia  own  talents  and  industry, 
but  derived  from  the  mere  accident  of  birth,  was  in  fact  but 
a  trustee  for 'the  public;  and  owed  it  to  that  public,  to 
return  some  part  of  tliat  estate  for  its  benefit.  To  shuw  that 
be  could  not  only  preach,  but  practise,  he  would  say  that 
lie  bad  never  received  a  shilling  from  the  public,  and  ih  it 
thousands  and  thousands  he  had  expendea  for  the  advan* 
sage  of  the  public.  He  should  never  have  said  this,  but 
that  the  words  so  satisfactorily  explained  had  been  used^ 
and  this  led  him  to  the  answer  to  the  question  of  his  nwle 
relative  (Lord  Grenville)  '^  what  he  meant  to  do  with  th€ 
small  transaetioos  ?*'  In  reply  to  this  Question,  he  had  to 
atafe  a  fact  which  he  was  persuaded  would  give  their  Lord* 
ahips  satis&ction.  He  had,  after  many  years  of  applica^ 
tion't  at  much  expence,  and  with  the  iissistance  of  the  ablest 
artists*  discovered  an  effectual  mode  of  preventing  the  for* 
gcry  6f  bank-notes.  It  was  a  thing  hitherto  thought  im« 
possible,  but  b^e  bad  discovered  the  means  of  suikiog  off  9 
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fliillion  of  plmes,  all  of  ihein  proofs;  {h/arl)  and  when  -he 
liHd  ii  cofiipi«*ie»  he  should  gtve  ihe  inv'  ntion  gravtd^ro  the 
Bank  fur  ihe  public  good.     A  n'»ble  Lord  hud  said  that  iho 
divkiends  must  soon  he  pnid  in  gcild ;  bat  the  guM  was  «tll 
gODe-^no  >ody  ihooght  of  it ;  the  thing  was  impossible.    H  is 
sobie  reiutive  h<«d  made  mn  <)bservattcm  which  showed  that 
lie  was  right;  for  he  s^i  t,  th  it  as  long  as  there  was  ^old  to 
Venice,  void  should  be  p  tid.     Rut  there  was  no  ?old  iu 
YeDice,  and  it  could  not  tifciefore  he  p^dd:  which  proved 
kirn  right.     When  he  came  down  to  the  House,  be  itna* 
fined  that  Minister^  would  throw  out  the  Bill;  but  the  ajv 
guments  of  his  noble  friends  atramst  it  bad  made  conirerts 
of  thetn,  a  taMk  which  he  could  not  accomplish ;  so  he  had 
to  return  them  th  tnks  riv^iit  and  left*    (Mmh  hitgUf^.) 

A  (fivision  then  took  place :— 

for  tha  second  readiog  •        •        •        S6 

jkgainatit       ••••••        1ft 

Majority        .        .        f4 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  timCy  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  on  Thursday. 

"  Ad)6uioed* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUB8DAT9  JULY  2. 

* 

The  Speaker^  agreeably  to  requisition,  attended  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  on  his  retura  inforined  the  Uotiae 
f)iat  be  had  heard  the  Uoyal  Assent  given  by  CommisaioiiL 
to  a  number  of  public  and  private  Bills.— -(For  which  see 
the  Lofds.) 

STATE  OF  POPULATIOK  IN  THB  WEST  INDIES. 

ilfr.  Stephen  moved  that  an  Address  be  presented  to  bit 
loyal  higbuets  the  Pciace  Regent,  praying  that  he  wooM 
be  plea^^ed  to  order  that  there  be  made  out  by  the  perspnir 
acting  under  the  Governors  of  our  didPerent  West-India 
islaoos,  for  the  purpose  of-  being  transmitted  to  this  eonii*> 
try,  in  order  that  theaarae  may  be  laid  before' the  Hoate, 
an  account  of  the  total  numba:  of  Siavea  ia  each  Island 
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down  to  the  latest  period;  an  accouut  of  the  number  of 
white  inhabitams in  each  Island;  an  iiccuunt  oftbe  number 
of  free  persor^sof'colour  in  eacli  l^iiind;  an  account  of  the 
somber  of  parochial  cures,  in  eacl)»  cllsiin.4uis>bihg  those 
pastors  who  w^re  resideoti  the  nuuibei'  of  ufliciatiiig  curates, 
theeztent  of  ea^b,  parish;  the  number  of  souls  in  each,  the 
number  of -dissenting  clergymen..  &c«  Also  an  account  of 
the  birtha,  deaths,  &c.  of  slaves  in  each  I:>land  ;  an  account 
t>f  the  numbex  of  cbovictious  and  forfeitures  for  default  of 
returns  regarding  slaves,  di^inguishing  whciher.thc  defaults 
were  made  by  whites  or  by  people  of  colour ;  also  of  every 
act  and  thing  done  relative.lo  the  proteciioo^  regulation,  or 
restrictioo  of  slaves;  and  of  all  seizures  of  vessels  made  for 
carrying  of  slaves  under  the  Abolition  Act. 

The  motipQ  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Address  ordered  to  be 
presented  by  auch  Metnbers  of  the  House  as  were  of  the 
Privy  GouQcil.  • 

Aajourjied#    • 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

THURSDAY,   JULY   4. 
GUINEAS    AND   BANK-NOTES. 

Go  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  the  Committee  on 
Earl  StaohepeV  Bill, 

The  Marquis  ofLansdowne  rose  to  state  to  the  House  the 
necessity  of  considering  more  fully  the  principles  on  which 
»the  Bill  proceeded,  as  it  went  to  enact  measures  which  had 
in  other  places  always  produced  the  most  calamitous  effects. 
This  subject,  it  appeared,  had  arisen'  from  the  resolution  of 
a  noble  landlord,  to  receive  only  that  which  was  his  legal 
right.  The  effect  of  the  Bill  must  be,  in  the  end,  to  make 
bank-notes  a  legal  tender.  The  disposition,  hitherto,  to 
take  those  notes  was  in  the  knowledge  every  one  had,  that 
he  had  his  remedy  by  law,  which  would  protect  his  pro- 
perty  and  rights;  but  they  should  reflect  how  that  matter 
might  stand  after  this  Bill  was  passed.  If  the  Undlord  did 
not  take  care  to  protect  himself  against  the  conseqiiences  of 
depreciation,  he  might  be  left  by  law  without  any  sort  of 
protection  whatsoever.  Where  waa  his  securit^r  to  1)^  found i 
Various  things  might  be  made  the  circulating  medium. 
Horses  or  wool  mig^t;  b^t  it  was  only  to  a  certain  extent 

Vol:  111.— ISII.  4R 
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that  honei  of  wool  could  be  prodoced.    That  Was  noA  tlNT 
case  with  the  manufactory  of  paper.     Would  (hey  kick  fbr 
aecuiity  to  the  discretion  of  the  Bank  Direeton?    Thef 
had  seen  their  practice,  and  the  differences  of  pinion  the^ 
held.     Would  the?  look  to  their  sense  of  daty  f    That  doCjl 
was  not  to  (he  public,  but  to  the  Bank  proprtetoM.    WonUL 
tbcy  consent  (o  commit  all  at  once  to  such  a  bady,  irre« 
sponsible  to  Parliament,   powers  trbieh  J^arlkiiiefit  iiad 
nrvrr  granted  even  f  o  Ministers,  who  oouhl  easily  be  rendered 
responsible ;  with  the  evidence,  too,  thai  they  had  tistid  thcif 
power  already  so  as  to  produce  such  effi^efs  titi  thtfcowma  of 
exchange  during  the  last  five  yeats  f    He  naderafiood  that 
Minibfers  intended  to  propose  acldose,  which  would  hvm 
a  still  more  serious  effect  than  tlie  BRI  as  it  itodd*    If^  kow^ 
ever,  the  Bill  roust  pass»  he  hoped  that,  M  leHst,  hho  addi- 
tion  would  be  made  to  it,  to  afford  sotM  aecoHty  ngmM 
fiirther  means  of  increasing  the  depreciation.    In  the  pfe* 
aent  radically  unnatural  and  fundamenutlly  diatorladsUils  of 
things,  it  was  not  possible  to  adopt  any  remedy  commen* 
aurate  with  the  evil ;  but  a  clause  might  be  inserted,  to  pre- 
vent the  iKsue  of  more  bank-notes  than  the  number  in  circa* 

.  lation  at  the  time  of  passing  the  present  Bill.  That  would 
be  some  security  against  the  abuse  of  so  great  a  power.  The 
g.^neral  principles  of  the  Bill  went  to  sanction  measura 
radically  wrong,  always  mischievous,  and  founded  on  a 
Tiew  of  things  totally  contrary  and  foreign  to  all  the 
opinions  of  our  ancestors—directly  contrary  to  the  light  ia 
which  the  Bank  of  England  had  been  reerarded  evtr  ainoa 
i(s  existence.  In  the  reign  of  William  III.  in  an  Ad  far 
raising  duties  on  Kock-salt,  it  was  enacted  that  bank*notai 
ahould  be  taken  at  the  Exchequer,  provided  they  were  not 
at  a  discount ;  the  possibili(y  of  which  was  admitted,  aadi 
in  that  case  they  were  to  be  refused  at  their  nominal  valQe« 
This  was  one  of  many  instances  of  the  careful  view  taken 
of  paper  circulation.  Something  ought  to  be  done  befort 
Parliament  adjourned.  There  onght  to  be  a  publtc  pxog* 
nition  of  the  principles  on  which  paper  currency  should  bt 
Iregulated,  and  the  mode  of  the  Bank's  issuing  ita  paper^ 
which  would  show  to  the  public  the  care  Parliament  took 
that  the  currency  should  not  be  depreciated,  and  whickL 
would  have  a  better  cfftct  on  the  public  mind  than  this 
Bill.  The  Qill  would  have  but  a  temporary  effect ;  it  waa 
a  palliative  which  would  only  auement  the  strength  of  the 

*  disease  which  c^tised  the  erils.    He  was  not  laadjr  to  gw  all 
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the  teneth  nt  once  of  lemofing  tbeirattrictMiM,  tlou^  he 
Ihoiighi  that  gold  wcNjkl  come  tootif  hand  again  with  the 
demand  Tor  it.  But  great  inconvenience  would  arise  from 
any  Tiolent  Mep,  by  the  sodden  fell  of  pricrt  which  would 
be  the  consequerilce  of  the  change*  Could  he  believe  tbcve 
was  no  deprceiation  of  currency,  then  the  Bank  might;  be 
permilted  to  pay  at  once.  If  not  to,  then  the  tapse  co»» 
teqtiencfs  .would  ultimately  rrstiU  here  as  in  France*  If 
was  not  the  roiKtary  power  of  Buonaparte  at  present,  but 
the  comm<Ycial  regulations,  that  feRoered  it  necessary  to 
pay  on  the  Continent  in  gold  and  silver.  We  had  the 
mffins  of  getting  every  thing  that  our  vast  comnierce  and 
fnaritime  dominion  could  command,  except  (as  it  appeared) 
^old.  The  moment  we  returned  to  eound  principles,  and 
placed  things  on  a  pioper  footing,  we  should  restore  the 
IBourse  of  exchange  to  its  proper  level ;  but  there  would  be  a 
considerable  reduction  of  prices.  The  most  gradual  manner 
of  proceeding  was,  therefore,  desirable.  He  repeated  his 
opinion  of  the  propriety  of  a  Parliamentary  recognition ; 
ills  objectioiis  to  the  Bill,  as  adopting  the  principle  of 
vaaking  bank-notes  a  legal  tender;  and  his  intention,  if 
they  went  into  the  Committee,  'to  propose  the  restrictive 
clauses  he  had  mentioned. 

Earl  Stanhope  nsiidf  his  noble  friend  misconceived  his 
Sill,  in  which  there  was  not  a  word  of  making  compulsory 
'paymenta.  There  was  a  difference  between  .the  two  cases 
of  a  man  offering  a  bank-note  in  payment  to  another,  who 
'declined  it,  and  telling  him,  *^  you  shall  take  it,"  and 
the  case  of  one  cboofiing  to  take  it,  when  offered,  but  want* 
ing  to  put  his  own  price  upon  it.  He  reprobated  in  the 
.extieme,  the  idea  of  a-  landlord  having  to  ask  only  40(V. 
and  saying  to  his  tenant^  that  he  would  have  dOO/.  Con- 
sider that  the  public  creditor  was  to  be  paid  in  bank-notes, 
and  that  to  him  they  were  legal  tenders.  Was  there  justice  in 
making  such  a  ditference  ?  If  a  landlord  and  a  public  cre- 
ditor wereeach  entitled  to  receive  one  hundred  ponnds,  why 
sbottid  one  of  them  receive  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  ? 
Was  not  this  gross  injustice  to  the  stockholder,  to  whom 
the  landed  property  of  tlie  country  was  pledged  forpay- 
ment  of  his  dividends  f  He  believed,  when  his'noble  friend 
was  Chaocellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  could  not  have  con- 
sented to  such  a  sponge  to  wipe  off  a  great  part  of  a  just 
debt  ?  If  the  landholder  borrowed  money,  bad  not  the 
fender  «  right  to  receive  hi5  principal  and  interest  in  eqtial 
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mediniDS  of  value  with  thoM  in  which  the  borrower  reoeiwied 
bis  rents  i  If  the  land  be  pledged  by  John  Miles  to  Tom 
Stilfs,  had  not  Tom  Stiles  as  ^ood  a  right  to  be  paid  in 
gold  as  John  Miles  i  All  he  asked  was,  to  pat  them  on  a 
par.     If  any  body  ooald  shew  him  that  all  could  b^paid  in 

Sid,  he  would  sayi  *^  pay  in  gold ;''  but  if  that  was  oot 
t  case,  why  should  one  man  say  to  another,  ^^  you  shall 
pay  me  a  large  sum  in  gold,*'  when  gold  conld  not  be 
K>und  ?    Such  practices,  if  persevered  in,  would  create  aii 
explosion  in  the  country  like  the  shock  of  an  earthquake* 
(Mear !)    Was  a  man  to  be  turned  out  by  ejectm.ent,  and 
sent  off  starving,  because  he  could  not  get  what  it  was  ioi- 
possible,  (o  procure  ?    Would  it  be  said,,  that  that  was 
right  i    He  wanted  to  remove  the  temptation  to  this,  wbicis 
must  exbt  while  i^  landlord  could  demand  500  for  4€0l* 
As  to  bb  definition,  he  wonld  repeat  that  a  pound  sterling 
was  that  which  a  banker  would  write  in  his  book  aa  a 
credit  for  a  pound  sterling.    Here  be  repealed  his  formor 
statement  respecting  two  entries  at  a  bunker's;  in  each 
cf  which,  though  toe  one  be  for  notes,  and  the  otli^  for 
cash,  a  similar  entry  wonld  be  made  as  to  the  amount  in 
pounds  sterling!  and  a  similar  claim  and  credit  given  to  the 
pa^er.    That  was  his  definition,  and  to  him  it  appeared 
satisfactory.     His  Lordship  proceeded — '*  So  help  me  God» 
1  would  sooner  be ja  scavenger,  and  sweep  the  streets,  than  I 
v^ld  oppress  my  teni|nts.     What  is  the  object,  in  such 
circumstances,  to  a  landholder  of  great  property  of  a  few 
dirty  pounds  more?    What  ought  to  behU  first  interest 
and    object  ?    Why,  his  country   ought  to  be  bis  first 
object?     (Hear!    hiarl)      Yes,  noble  Lords,  and  taj 
noble  friends,  may  well  call  out  heart  hear!      I  don't 
mind   those  hears  i    All  the  public  ought  to  hear  ne! 
>iobody,  I   will  venture  to  suy,  can  blarae  my  motives,* 
though  they  may  ihink  roe  wrong  ;  and  it  is  quite  possible 
1  may  be  wrong,  though  .1  niu&V  be  convinceld  of  that!*' 
iUear  1)    The  noble  £arl  then  proceeded  taread  part  of  a 
letter  from  the  no   inconsiderable  town  of   Manchester, 
atatin^  facts  which  proved  the  necessity  of  doing  something  . 

rdiiy.^ix  weeks  ago,  an  attorney's  clerk  there  wrote 
payment  of  the  great  sum  of  one  pound  two  shillings 
and  sixpence*.    A  note  was  tendered  of  twenty  shillings 
'  value,  aiid  two  sinllings   and  sixpence.    l't|is  attorney's 
clerk  demanded  three  shillings  a)ul  sixperrce  for  his  notice, 
which  the  writer  said  he  refused  to  pay.    The  young  attor- 
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m  ney  then  refoaed  to  take  the  pound-ootei  (and  let  tUeir 

i .  Lordsbipft  attend  to  this,  and  see  to  what  it  might  lead,  from 

unworthy  and  raflcally  motires),  saying  that  it  was  no  law 
^  ful  fender.    The  other  person  went  for  a  guinea,  and  got 

I  it ;  but  the  attorney  in  the  mean  time  had  gone  and  entered 

the  debt  in  Salford  Court*    Then  came  a  charge  of  9; •  2d» 
expences ;  making  altogether  a  sum  of  I/.  1  Is.Bd.  because 
the  man  had  not  a  guinea  with  him*    The  master  of  the 
•    .      attorney  was  complained  to  on  the  occasion,  and  he  ordered 
his  clerk  to  jretum  7s.    The  same  writer  told  him  that  he 
had  seen  many  manu&cturers  of  linen  from  Ireland,  who 
were  offering  90  per.cent  for  gold  :  being  asked  why  they 
did  so,  they  answered,  that  their  Midsummer  rents  were 
nearly  due,  and  gold  only  would  be  taken*    The  letter 
went  on  to  state,  that  the  writer  believed  that  twenty  per 
cent,  was  dail^  offered  for  gold*    (Hear  I)    All  this  arose 
'    from  compellmg  payment    in  gold,   when  gold  edough 
could  not  be  got.    His'  ultimate  object  was  not  this  Bill, 
^  but  to  enable  them  to  make,  in  an  advantageous  manner,  a 

new  l^gal  tender,  which  might  answer  the  purpose,  if  there 
•  were  not  a  single  guinea  left.  The  noble  BAarquis  called 
that  depreciation  of  currency,  which  others  called,  advance 
in  the  price  of  bullion.  He  was  sorry  to  differ  with  him  so 
much  on  this  subject,  for  he  had  a  great  personal  respect  ^ 
for  him*  He  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  ability  and  of  his 
integrity*  He  remembered,  also,  that  he  was  pecu^arly 
acquainted  with  his  noble  Father,  whom  he  most  highly 
^  esteemed,  and  he  respected  the  noble  Marquis  near  him  for 

his  dutiful  and  a&ctionate  conduct  to  that  father*  He 
might,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  had  a  sort  of 
hereditary  affection  for  him.  For  his  own  part,  he  could 
conceive,  without  difficulty,  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
times  might  occasion  a  very  great  advance  in  gold.  The 
yery  circumstances  of  our  commerce  and  manufactures, 
which  was  mentioned,  was  one  cause  of  the  scarcity*  If 
the  balance  of  trade  was  against  us,  so,  of  course,  was  the 
course  of  exchange*  That  affected  the  mode  of  payments. 
Every. thing  must  go  through  that  triple  barrier,  with 
which  Buonaparte  has  surrounded  the  Continent ;  and  if 
we  continued  to  pay  our  debts  honourably,  we  must  send 
gold  .there*  He  bad  never  said,  nor  would  he  say,  that  an 
)  «  extreme  issue  of  bank*paper  would  not  occasion  a  deprecia- 

tion.     He  should  suppose  the  circulation  at  fifteen  millions, 
"which  was  now  at  five  millions  in  circulation^    There  was 
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oii«defcrip4imi  gf  iwofCMe  of  fMipsr  kt  v/kkM  llr  was  «gc- 
tmarlj  norrj— »the  couotiy  notes.  He  was  astofiishcd  hair 
k  oouid  ever  have  been  perattled  that  a  set  ef  arfvetilorefis, 
in  manj  placfs  a  porrel  of  rascals,  shn«M  Im^  issaed  tliefr 
fhoosaacts  o|Nm  thootands  of  nnfes^  withovt«  perhaps, 
haviag  €we  hundred  poonrls  of  prnperty  for  serarify, 
£verjcoHn<ry  bnnfcor,  to  be  save,  was  not  4h  tiKit  dpscrtp- 
tion.  He  baew  of  one  Chat  had  as  much  profMf ly  prohaMy 
aa  the  (wo  noble  I'^iris  who  sat  behind  him,  end  rtiat  was 
not  a  little  matter.  He  had  near  forty  thoosnnd  a  year, 
which  was  pretty  ffoad  socaeity.  (A  imuph.)  Tliere  wera 
aoase  oCbeti,  l^o^  thnt  wsie  perfectly  secular.  BmI  how 
asany  weie  there  thai  had  no  security  at  alt  ?  All  (h<*aey 
voder  a  depreriation,  must  fail ;  afid  it  made  one's  heart 
aohe  to  think  of  llie  horrible  consec|uencfs  that  mast  be  th« 
■esait  of  «uch  failuirs  to  numemas  faniiiim !  Doa't  akiae 
the  Bank  too  anucii  Ux  extendkif^  their  issues,  when  tVie 
coin  bad  dimiiMslied  tai  millions*  Thouirh  he  iiieivd  so 
much  from  his  fri^^s  on  this  subject,  he  yet  thoneht,  that 
if  thfv  talked  a  little  more  togetlier  npon  it,  their  diA 
fiBrences  would  die  away  ;  as  Pope  said  welt  enouffh,  that 
if  the  people  of  dificrent  lelUnons,  who  were  abaiun^  one 
smothery  would  onty  a/^aee  to  talk  together  one  hour  a  day, 
there  wouM  soon  be  an  end  to  all  their  rrliffioiis  diii»rroeer* 
i^A  hvgh.)  He  Tf<fuest«d  MioibteDi  to  do  something  before 
the  recess.  The  alarm  was  obvious.  Don*t  let  them  defaiy 
i»ria|^inj(  up  their  engine  ;  and  not  be  quite  so  snaHieh  on  so 
important  a  subject.  The  noble  Marquis,  he  obseryed^ 
had  not  said  distinctly,  that  he  would  not  do  this  if  be  were 
a  Minister.  With  respect  to  Ireland,  he  thoa«fht  it  right 
to  extend  the  proyi^ions  of  the  Bill  to  that  coftnCry :  but  lie 
had  conbiiiered  it  better  io  discuss  its  principles  in  the  first 
instance  nilh  refjiectto  England,  Ic5t  son«ethin«r  local  and 
peculiar  tfiioiild  have  been  startcnl  concerning  Ireland, 
which  w<Nikl  only  have  impeded  the  Imsinrss*  He  had 
Jieard  tlie  Bill  was  to  be  new  worded.  I'hst  new  wording 
might  be  understood  by  the  law\er8,  and  eyeii  by  himself; 
but  it  might  be  too  tcciiniral  to  Im^  easily  understood  by  the 
common  people,  for  m,\msc  betM  tit  it  was  intomled.  rote* 
seeing  that  he  might  not  be  sii|)p(»rted  in  mnny  qtiarters, 
he  would  berespiHisihle  for  nothing  but  his  own  Bill.  He 
would  take  no  tarthercliar^  of  it,  but  sit  in  the  Committee 
from  curiosity.  "  1  arn,"  said  he,  **  the  father  of  tills 
Bftll|  but  1  woa*t  undertake  to  be  its  nurse.     1  baye  brought 
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k  here  totlie-  nnrserj,  and  lettbe  nurses  take  case  of  it.'- 

iLaugUngO    H«  would  agr4)e  to  Die  clau«e  for  lifmi(iR4| 

ibe  iB^ue  of  baok-notei  tci-fheic  pveseiit  amount,  diiring  the 

oper^^ien'O^theBiU^  a«lesS)  indeiod,  be  beard  satis&ctorjr 

temoa*  to*  ttia  contrary*    Still  tbit  wqb  but  h  measure  pre- 

p9if^iwf  Id  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  boDk*entry  aysiwa.    The 

questioB  was  this :  if  ^Id  could  not  be  got,  uiust  you  not 

bave  something  to  make  a  legal  tender  ?    Tbe  €ntry  system 

was  mueh  better  thaa  locking  ap  a  quantity  of  money  in  a 

ckesti  particularly  ia  casea*  of  inaurrectiou,  or  invasiottb 

^[k^  ihiftg  mi§k^,be'  dona  witjhiiut  a  bank  of  g<>ld  depoeil. 

A  milliyfi.^^  jear  might  ber^av^din  expenses^  wiiich  mi^hl 

go  to  ^ei  general  imiNrovieaieat  of  the  couatryi,    The  Bank 

prpyingt  \i^  so^veqcyt  he  would  contend  that  the  plan  of 

antri«8  atugbt  bo  advantageously  resorted  to,  and  migbi 

fufpiah-  tbe  means  of  a  kgal  tender,  for  whixih  purpose 

bfuik*9Qte8  were  objectionable.     Payments  in  gold  were  now 

obylop^y  wade  the  pretexts  for  injustice.     It  Was  ptain 

that  tl^Mt -ought,  not  to  continue^  and  tbe  system  of  a  land 

ban)Loi.,depfEiisit  entries  might  prevent  i(.    That  was  the 

grand  adya«tage  of  the  plao,  and  it  was  necessary,  in  ordar 

to  arriva  at. it,  (o  pass  this  Bill.    In  tbe  recess,  if  they  did 

AOt  do  so^  there  was  no  saying  what  might  happen.     He 

kad  thus  explained  his  ideas,  and  should  leave  the  subject 

to  the  House.  .  ' 

Ear4  Qr^,  sakl,  tbe.que^ion  bad  been  so  well  discussed 
already  by  persons  of  the  best  information,  that  be  should 
|iot  trespass  long  on  thdr  patience*  luto  the  subject  of 
land  banks,  deposits,'  entries,  and  transfers,  ha  sliould  not 
thear  eMt:r;..it  would  be  time  enough  when  any  such 
aieasure  was  proposed  :  yet  without  such  a  measure,  it  was 
admitted,  that  the  present  Bill  would  not  be  complete.  He 
wotikl  disclaim-  for  others,  and  particularly  for  a  nobfe 
Lord,  who  h^d  in  tliese  discussions  been  alluded  to  with  so 
Jnnch  warmth,  the  remotest  idea  of  his  beiu^an  oppressiiw 
landlord.  Far  different  were  the  feelings  and  character  of 
that  noble  Lord.  He  also  believed  tiiat  tlie  noble  Earl 
spoke  most  truly,  when,  in  aliuHiou  to  tbe  ^reat  estate  with 
which  providence  had  Messed  hirai  he  had  ev<er  been  a 
liberal  uikI  humane  landlord.  But  he  could  not  say,  that 
proprietors  of  land  ought  not  to  protect  themcselves  against 
this  mode  of  interfering  with  their  management  of  their 
property  and  domestic  affairs ;  or  that  they  mi^ht  not  justly 
iittd  it  to  be  their  duty  to  protect  themselves  against  this 
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species  of  clarooar  irhicli  ^ras  raised.    The  noUe  Lord 
(Kihk)  stood  eminently  distingnbhed  for  his  qimUties>  and 
be  had  openly  and  fisirly  explained  and  arotred  bis  motives 
and  objects  in  the  proceedinji^  irhich  had  led  to  the  intro« 
doction  of  this  Bill.     He  had  defended  himself  on  enry 
ground  of  equity  and  justice,  according  to  the  known  and 
eslAblished  laws  of  England.     He  (EarlGrey)  wonld  not 
approve  of  taking  500?.  for  400/. ;  bat  the  noUe  Eail  ad- 
mitted that  bank-notes  might  be  depreciated.    If  that  were 
the  case,  (he  depreciation  might  run  on  to  serent^  or  eigbtjr 
per  cent. ;  and  he  wished  to  know  if  bis  noble  fnend  would 
say,  that,  in  that  case,  he  would  continue  to  ceoeiTe  papef 
at  its  nominal  value  i    He  wonld  hardly  agree  to  that,  and 
yet)  by  liis  proposition,  he  ought  to  do  so.    Thus,  then,  tha 
question  was  only  a  question  -of  degrees.    Bd^t  not  a 
landlofd.  therefore,  on  principles  of  equity  and  ^ticei  and 
with  a  due  regard  to  his  own  interests,  hare  a  right  to  pro- 
tect himself  against  the  consemienoes  of  a  depreciation  of 
fiReen  or  twenty  per  cent  ?    His  noble  friend  said  there  was 
no  depreciation.    If  so,  he  must  presame  that  the  tenant 
receired  no  itijurr.     Was  it  really  to  be  maintaided  that 
thert  was  no  difrerenoe  of  -ralue  between  paper  and  gold, 
after  all  they  bad, heard  on  the  subject,  nor  in  the  relative 
value  of  every  necessary  article  of  life,  except  a  few,^  such 
as  sugar  and  hides,  which  had  not  ilpreased  in  price becanae 
thev  could  get  the  exportation  markets  opened  for  them^ 
and  have,  therefore,  fallen  in  price  f    Look  at  almost  ewrj 
article,  and  the  proofs  of  the  diminution  of  the  value  of 
currency '  were  visible.      He  thought  his  noble   fneiid% 
definition^    founded  on  the  two   accounts  opened  by  a 
banker,  a  most  extraordinary  one.     He  shoola  rather  have 
said  of  a  pound  sterling,  that  it  was  what  the  law  defined  it 
to  be — a  certain  quantity  of  go|d,  of  a  given  fineness ;  and 
that  was  what  the  law  entitled  him  to  receive.    It  was  under 
this  security,  which  was  given  by  the  Ia>r,  that  Brittdi 
manufactures,  agriculture,  and  commerce,  had  fioorisbed 
to  their  present  beiglit :  but  it  was  to  be  taken  away  bv 
this  Bill.    The  protest  signed  by  certain  Lords  merely  said, 
that  the  measure  leads  manifintly  to  promote  compalsory 
payments.     His  noble  friend  owned  that  they  could  not 
stop  without  a  legal  tender,  not  of  gold.    His  Bill  would 
not  give  that  relief  to  the  valhable  class  of  persons  of  whom 
he  professed  to  be  the  champion,  which  he  promised.    He 
bad  said  the  public  creditor' was  paid  in  baakMioles;  aad 
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^b^ald  we  leave  the  tenants,  certainly  a  class  most  bi;^hljr 
deserving  their  attention,  to  tbe  diflScaUies  of  findinfr^rokl 
to  pay  their  rents  ?     Had  they  not,  said  he,  equal  claims 
>vith  others  ?    He  (Earl  Grey)  ii'ould  do  eyery  tiling  in  his 
power  to  keep  perfect  faith  with  the  public  creditor ;  an^l 
to  ensure  him,  not  a  nominal  but  a  real  value,  was  in  his 
mind  a  debt  due  to  him  tiom  the  justice  of  the  country. 
Don*t  let  the  noble  Earl  fancy  himself  actuated  by  stronn:er 
feelings  oh  this  subject  than  other  noble  Lords.     He  had 
said  he  would  put  them  all  on  a  par ;  but  could  he  protect 
the  creditor  from  the  effects  of  depreciation  ?    Co\ild   he 
provide  against  any  depreciation  ?     He  could  not  relieve 
the  stockhalder  from  a  depreciation  ;  but  yet  he  expased 
the  landholder  to  its  dangerous  consequences !     The  noble 
Earl  here  noticed  the  extraordinary  rise  on  thc^rticles  of 
absolute  necessity  which  had  occurred  under  the  deprecia- 
tion of  paper  systems.     As  the  creditor  of  the  public  must 
still  be  paid,  in  paper,  the  only  difference  this  Bill  would 
make)  was,  that  the  landlord  who  took  it,  should  take  it  at 
its  nominal  value.     But  suppose  the  ciise  of  a  landlord 
disposed  to  act  vindictively  ;  if  he  would  not  take  paper, 
ana  could  not  get  gold,  the  man  might  he  confined  in 
prison  till  be  gave  gold,  though  paper  might  help  it  on 
mesne  process.     It  was  admitted,  that  if  this  Bill  was  car- 
ried, they  might  resort  to  a  new  legal  tender*     Then  they 
would  have  to  go  round  the  whole  circle  of  dangerous  ex* 
pedients*  and  into  all  the  miseries  with  which  the  system 
was  fraught.    Some  years  ago,  we  were  told,  that  by  onr 
system  we  were  to  avcad  all  those  miseries  which  he  tnwy  in 
other  countries ;  and  now,  it  appeared,  we  were,  at  last,  to 
come  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  ourselves.     We 
must  come  to  a  forced  circulation,  with  all  its  train  of 
calamities.      He  could  see  little  difference  between   the 
scheme  of  his  noble  friend,  and  the  making  of  bank-notes  a 
legal  tender^i     But  what  said  the  nurses,  a$  his  noble  friend 
called  them  ?    The  Secretary  of  State  had  said,  that  in  1707 
the  legal  tender  was  not  resorted  to,  because  it  was  not  then 
deemed  necessary..   As  he  (Earl  Grey),  then  took*  part  in 
most  of  the  debates  on  that  subject,  he  must  say,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  always  discountenanced  tne  idea  of  making  notes  ^ 
legal  temler.     What  a  picture  of  vacillation  did  the  present 
Ministers  present,  only  within  three  or  four  days  !     At  first 
they  were  tp  throw  out  the  Bill ;  afterwards  they  faltered  ; 
ihey  seemed  to  have  sat  in  Cabinet  Council  on  it,  day  after 
VoL.lil.v-lSll.  4S 
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dnj ;  tnd  at  last  they  come  forwaid  and  so'pport  H  boldly. 
They  seemed  incapable  of  makin|c  a  determination  on  so 
im|»orf  ani  and  vital  a  subject  cf  puUic  interest ,  and  shewed 
an  unfitness  for  their  situations.  Attended  as  our  affatri 
necessarily  were,  by  great  calamities,  which,  God  knew ! 
we  must  all  be  compelled  to  sufler,  they  sought  for  relief 
only  in  temporary  palliations,  which,  while  they  appeared 
to  abate  the  symptoms,  were,  in  fact,  only  strengthening 
and  confirming  the  sure  progress  of  the  disease.  If  they 
▼alued  then*  property,  their  Lordships  would  not  involve  it 
in  difficulties  of  which  they  could  not  foresee  the  termina« 
tion.  He  should  oppose  going  into  the  Committee,  con* 
▼inood  that,  if  the  Bill  passed,  there  would  be  no  end  to  th4 
calamities,  and  no  chance  for  the  security  of  the  ptopartf 
of  I  he  country. 

Lord  Westmoreland  defended  the  conduct  of  his  Majes* 
tj'^s  Ministers,  with  respect  to  thb  Bill.  It  was  not  they 
who  first  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  manner  in 
which  ah  individual  managed  his  private  concerns;  and 
when  the  notice  given  by  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  King)  to  his 
tenants  was  first  stated  to  the  House,  thev  conceived  that  it 
was  an  example  not  likely  to  be  generally  followed.  The 
noble  Lords  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  seemed  to  think 
it  nebessary  to  bestow  great  pmises  on  the  merit  Und  pa« 
triotism  of  such  conduct.  After  that,  and  when  it  was 
recollected  that  private  interests  were  often  btended  with 
patriotism,  they  thought  it  then  likely  that  other  patriots 
would  follow  such  an  example,  and  go  to  the  length  of 
paying  their  own  debts  in  a  currency  which  they  said  was 
acpreciated,  but  of  requiring  all  those  who  owed  them  any 
tiling  to  pay  them  in  a  different  manner.  If  such  oondact 
wns  to  be  called  patriotism,  there  was  no  seeing  to  what  an 
extent  it  migiit  run,  and  therefore  it  was  necessary  to  guard 
the  State  against  the  ill  consequences  which  might  restdt 
from  an  excess  of  patriotism  of  this  description*  All  ihast 
who  argued  in  this  way,  set  out  with  taking  it  for  granted, 
that  tlx're  was  a  depreciation  in  the  value  of  baAk-notes. 
He  would,  however,  contend  that  there  was  not,  but  that 
bank-paper  was  as  good  as  coin  for  any  purpose  to  which 
the  coin  of  the  realm  could  lawfully  be  applied.  They 
next  asserted,  that  this  depreciation  was  most  evident  by 
the  rise  of  prices.  The  fact  was,  however,  that  there  were 
many  articles  of  f^reat  consumption,  in  which  the  pricos 
had  of  late  faHen  msiaid  of  risen ;  and  those  that  hmi  risen 
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.owed  this  rise  not  to  any  depreciation  in  bank-notes,  boC 
to  an  increase  of  demand,  or  adiflScuKj  in  the  supply. 
When  it  was  aeknoivledged,  that  the  circulation  before  the 
Sank  Restriction  Bill  was  thirty  millions,  and  that  half  of 
th{|f  had  been  withdrawn  since,  he  did  not  see  how  tho 
total  amount  of  the  bank  notes,  which  was  but  twenty** 
three  millions,  could  be  cohceived  an  excessive  i^ue. 

Lord  Lauderdale  was  anxious  to  see  how  the  Bill  could 
be  amended  in  the  Committee,  but  he  could  conceive  no 
amendment  that  would  make  it  a  proper  measure*  That 
of  his  noble  friend  (Lansdown)  was  plausible,  but  he  was 
satisfied  it  would  have .  no  extensively  good  effect.  The 
restriction  of  the  Bank  pf  England  issues  itaight  not  prevent 
the  excessive  issues  of  paper  by  private  banks,  and  the  evil 
might  still  go  on  increasmg.  There  was»  he  believed »  no 
remedy  but  p^ments  in  cash.  As  to  the  assertion,  that 
those  who  thought  with  him  were  theorists,  ^nd'  that  the 
opinions  of  practical  men  were  against  them,  be  had  to 
observe,  that  their  opinions  were  to  be  estin:ated  by  the 
circumstances  under  which  tliey  were  given.  Before  the 
restriction,  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Giles,  the  late  Bank  Di- 
rector, and  other  eminent  practical  men,  were  clearly  con-  ' 
vinced  of  the  necessity  of  cash   payments— >bnt  wl>en  it 

*  ;became  the  interest  of  practical  men  to  hold  a  contrary 
.opinion,  they  changed  accordingly.    His   Loi-dship  pro« 
ceeded  to  state,  that  when  the  measure  of  Bank  Restriction  ' 
was  first  agreed  to.,  all  men  joined  in  regretting  it.     He 

.  was  surprised,  however,  to  observe,  the  Ministers  of  the 
present  day  did  not  concur  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  regarding  this 
as  calamitoos  in  an  extreme  degree,  but  as  a  circumstaaoe 
which  bad  enabled  the  country  to  make  the  exertions  she 
had  m^dc  If  so,  would  it  not  be  considered  as  an  argu- 
ment equally  strong,  that  if  Itie  issues  of  bank-paper  wene 
conli^oed  in  an  mcreasqd  (legree,  the  country .  would 
thereby  be  enabled  to  make  still  c^reater  exertions;? — noble 
.Lords.on  ^e  other  aide  copsid^red  this  to  be  the  system  on 
which  the  salvation  of  the  country  mainly  dependixi.  There 
werei  persons  among  the  Administration,  whose  opinions  on 
this  subject  be  was  particplc^rty  anxious  to  hear.  Tt^ 
opinion  of  the  noble  Secretary  ( Wellesley),  for  instance, 
who  on  a  former  occfasion,  in  such  glowing  colours  coo^ 
trastedfthe  compulsory  state  of  the  paper  currency  of 
Fjfance  inrith  the  ^n^es/trained  curreucy  of  this  country,  hp 
was  f xlreipcly  desirous  of  bearing,  hoping  that  ihejuUseme 
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difference  Yx*t\vceii  the  two  measures  would  be  in9de   ap- 
parent.    He  had  also  been  giyen  to  understand,  that  the 
idea  that  bank-notes  should  be  convertible  into  money  w^is 
the  offsorinrTof  barbiirous  times.     He  was  anxious  to  know 
bow  this  could  be  made  out ;  and  lie  was  therefore  dciiroos 
that  Ministers  should  have  an  opportunity  of  brin^n^  out 
the  present  Bill  in  the  most  perfect  way  they  could  devise. 
He  conceived  this  to  be  a  most  important  measure.     When 
originally  proposed  by  his  noble  friend  (Earl  Stanbot)e}y 
Ministers  were  picaseil  to  represent  it  as  one  wholly  unne- 
cessary, and  it  was  only  from  whnt  had  followed,  coming 
trom  the  side  of  the  House  on  which  he  sat,  that  Ministers 
had  tbou^lH  the  measure  cither  necessary,  or  at  all  worthy 
of  tlieir  s(i|>port.     What  opinion  was  this  holdiu^  out  t€> 
the  country  themselves  ?   '  Was  it  not  to  say,  "  We  hare 
no  opinion  as  to  what  is  g(x>d  or  bad  for  the  country,  and 
can  form  it  only  from  what  you  say  on  the  subject.**    That 
the  country  should,  at  such  a  moment  as  the  present,  be 
reduced  to  such  a  state  from  the  want  of  all  mind  in  its 
Ministers,  he  could  not  consider  but  as  tndy  deplorable. 
1'bat  Ministers  should  now  support  a  measure  which  they 
deemed  wholly  unnecessary,  merely  because  it  met  with  tli^ 
disapprobation  of  those  who  were  in  general  opposed  to 
them,  he  confessed  himself  utterly  at  a  loss  to  reconci.'e  to 
'any  principle  either  of  utility  or  of  sound  policy.     He  was 
decidedly  of  opinion,  from  wlmt  he  could  collect  from  the 
experience  of  every  other  part  of  the  |;lobe,  that  Uie  only 
remedy  which  remained  was  the  restoring  of  payments  by  ^ 
cash.      He  hoped,  therefore,  that  Mitristers  wouhl  still 
ponder  before  ihey  nve  effect  to  a  measure  which,  as  bad 
already  been  found  in   France,  could  not  be  resorted  to 
without  the  dan^r  of  ruin.    If  they  persevered  in  the  pre- 
sent measure,  he  should  esteem  himself  called  on  to  resist  it 
more  than  any  other  which  could  be  devised|  conceiving  it 
to  be  most  pregnant  with  mischief. 

Lord  Ross,  alludirfg  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Earl  on  a  former  night,  said,  if  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  were  depreciated,  and  those  of  the  Bank  of  Scot- 
land were  not,  how  did  it  happen  that  the  rate  of  exchange 
was  not  turn^  against  England,  which  was  fiot  the  case  f 
It  was  agreed,  tnat  if  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  EnAnd 
alone  were  taken  into  consideration,  there  was  no  mpre- 
clation ;  and  that  the  depreciation  only  arose  from  the 
comiiry  bank-notes.— It  was,  therefore,  at  any  time  in  the 
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povcr  of  the  House  to  apply  a  remedy,  by  limiting  thte 
issae  oif  country  bank-notes.  Supposing,  therefore,  that 
the  Bank  Restriction  Act  had  never  taken  place,  the  country 
inic:1)t  still  havebeeii  in  the  same  situation  from  the  excess 
of  conntry  bank*notes. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose  to  j^nt  himself  right  with 
the  House.  He  contended  that  Ke  was  accurate  as  to  what 
he  had  said  relative  to  Scotland,  and  that  there  the  Banks 
were  liable  to  pay  in  specie,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  were 
previous  to  the  year  1796.  So  much  as  to  matter  of  fact, 
there  being  no  clause  in  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill,  which 
could  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland.  As 
to  the  question,  how  it  was  to  be  accounted  for»  that  no 
depreciation  of  the  rate  of  exchange  had  thus  been  pro- 
duced against  EnglcUid,  he  could  only  suppose  this  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  circumstasce,  that  no  landlord  had 
made  a  demand  of  payment  in  gold  till  this  year.  He 
himself  bad  long  seen  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  man, 
if  he  chose  it,  to  make  all  the  Banks  in  Scotland  stop  pay- 
ment. He  had  known  500. guineas  received  in  one  pay- 
ment, from  a  Bank  in  Scotland,  within  a  short  period. 

The  House  then  >rent  into    a  Committee,    when  the 
'original  clauses  in  the  Bill   were  agreed  to,  with  some 
techilical  amendments. 

27/e  Earl  ^of  Liverpool  said  he  was  satisfied  that   in 
framing  the  Act  of  the  year  1797,  an  omission  had  occur- 
red, purely  from  inadvertency,  in  the  clause  protecting 
persons  from  arrest  where  a  tender  of  the  debt  was  made  in 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  £ngland.     He  had  no  doubt  it  was 
fully  meant  that  this  should  extend  to  distresses  for  rent 
also.    As  the  law  now  stood,  though  no  arrest  could  take 
place' where  a  tender  of  the  debt  was  made  in  bank-notes, 
still  the  party  might  refuse  to  accept  of  it,  and  might  pro- 
ceed in  his  action.     This  he  meant  now  to  extend  to  cases 
of  distress  for  rent;  and  to  provide  that,  though  where^  in 
such  circumstances,  the  summary  process  must  stop  when 
'  a  tender  in  bank-notes  was  made,  still  the  landlord  might 
'  go  on  with  bis  legal  remedy,  if  he  chose  it,  till  he  should 
see  how  far  that  would  avail  him. 
Theclaqse  bein^  put,  was  agreed  to. 
The  Marquis  of  Cansdovm  thought  some  limit  shoiild  be 
put  to  the  jssues  of  paper  by  the  ltenl|^.     He  tb^efore  pro- 
posed a  clause,  limiting  the  future  issues  of  the  Bank  to  the 
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sttm  to  which  they  should  be  found  to  amouut^oft  the  fint 
of  July  181 K 

The  Enrl  of  Liverpool  aaw  no  evidence  of  any  exotm%e 
>,  and  thought  that  to  specify  a  limit  might  produce 
JDGonvcnieoce.  The  issues  of  the  Bank  bad  been  iacieased 
last  year,  in  consequence  of  the  failures  of  a  number  of 
country  banks ;  when  the  evils  (hereby  felt,  however,  were 
done  away,  the  issues  of  the  Bank  were  reduced,  and  in 
February  of  the  present  year  were  under  their  necessary 
amount*  To  make  the  extent  of  the  present  issue,  there* 
fore,  a  criterion  from  which  to  judge  or  what,  might  be  the 
proper  amount,  would  be  bjr  no  means  expedient.  For  the 
purpose  of  guarding  the  public,  however,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, he  shoukl  propose  a  clause,  limiting  the  enduiance  of 
the  present  Bill  to  the  26th  of  March,  1812,  so  tkat,  if  it 
be  renewed^  it  cnigbt  at  an  early  period  become  the  subject 
€t  Parliamentary  inquiry, 

•  Earl  SUiuhopc  submitted  that  some  limit  should  be  put, 
even  though  it  should  extend  to  one,  two.  or  three  millions 
beyond  the  present  amount. 

Lord  Holland  conceived  that  the  clause  should  at  least 
be  introduced  into  the  Bill,  to  allow  tlie  House  to  judge  of 
it  as  wdl  as  of  the  other  .provisions  of  the  Bill,  when  it 
should  be  printed  in  its  amended  state*. 

2'he  Earl  of  lAverpool  said,  he  should  move  that  the 
Bill  be  recommitted,  that  it  be  printed  as  amended,  and 
that  a  day  be  then  appointed  lor  taking  it  into  constdei|t« 
tion. 

Lord  Holland  still  submitted  that  this  clause  was  as  well 
entitled  to  full  consideration  as  any  other  clause  that  might 
be  introduced  into  the  Bill  cotUd  be. 

The  question  on  tbis  clause  waslhen  put  and  negatived. 

Lord  Liverpool  moved  a  clause,  limiting  the  endurance  of 
the  Bill  to  the  2dtb  of  March  1812,  which  wasagpeed  to, 
after  a  lew  words  froni 

7 Ae  Lord  Chancellor ^  who  thought  that  if  the  Act  of  the 
year  1797  was  to  l)e  continued,  it  would  bean  oppression 
on  the  subject  of  this  country  not  to  give  J^im  the  relief  pro* 
posed  by  the  present  Bill. 

A  conversation  took  place  between  Lords  Stanhope^ 
Redcsdale  and  Liverpool,  as  to  (he  wording  of  the  preamble 
of  the  Bill,  when  it  was  at  length  agreed  to,  an^  the  Report 
.wasorderai  to  be  leceived  to-^moirovr* 

Adjourned. 
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IffOKDAT,  JULY  8. 
HAR8HAL8BA   PRISON. 

Li^d  Holland  adTerted  to  whBt  he  bad  before  me&tioMd 
to  their  Lordships  respecting  the  state  and  management  of 
this  prison.  He  objected  to  its  situation  as  unhealthy,  and 
trusted,  that  in  the  new  building  care  Mrould  be  taken  ia 
this  respect.  He  censured  the  mode  in  which  supplies  were 
given  for  the  sustenance  of  the  prisoners^  w}iich  was  so 
allotted  as  not  to  afford  sufficient  means  of  exi^^tence  to  the 
destitute.  He  also  condemned  the  practice  which  prevailed 
there,  by  which  those  who  are  confined  for  punishment,  and 
those  who  came  there  through  misfortune,  were  exposed  to 
a  similar  treatment.  He  stated  farther,  that  if  nothing 
efiectnal  was  done  on  these  subjects,  he  should  feel  it  bit 
duty  to  bring  the  matter  again  before  their  Lordships  earlj 
next  Session. 

His   MAJBSTV^S  HEALTH* 

Earl  Gro9oau>r  rose,  and,  after  a  few  prefatory  obsenrieH 
tions,  moved  an  Address  to  the  Prinoe  Regent,  praying 
Ihat  the  Report  of  the  Queen's  Council  on  the  state  of  h» 
Majesty's  health  be  laid  before  the  House. 

The  Earl  of  Livcrpooi  acquiesced  in  \i\e  motion,  stating 
that  it  was  bis  intention  to  have  moved  a  similar  address* 

The  motion  was  then  put>  and  carried  ftent.  dtVs. 

GUINBAS   AND   BANK   NOTES. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill 
being  read. 

Earl  Growenor  rose  and  said,  that  bad  he  Hot  been  cod« 
fined  by  indisposition,  he  should  have  signed  the  protest 
eiltered  by  several  other  hoble  Lords  against  this  Bill.  He 
expressed  bis  surprise  at  the  conduct  of  Ministers  on  this 
occasion,  having  understood,  when  he  was  last  in  the  House,, 
from  what  fell  from  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  that» 
though  he  approved  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  it  was  not  the 
intentioa  of  Government  to  support  ii;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  propose  the  secoud  readinisr  at  a  distant  period^ 
ivhicb  would  be  to  throw  out  the  Bill.  He  wasiperfecdy 
convinced  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  nMasure^  wbicb. 
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ir  followed  up,  miisi  render  it  necessary  to  make  bank-notes 
a  legal  tender.     He  was-  particularly  astonished  at  the  vaci  1« 
laling  conduct  of  Ministers  in  first  opposing  and  then  sop- 
porting  the  Bill.    He  believed  the  measure  of  restriction  on 
the  Bank  might  have  been,  in  the  first  insiance,  a  measure 
of  necessity,  justified  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times; 
but  the  principle  of  it  was  so  bad,  as  a  permanent  messarc* 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  taken  oflFat  the  first  opportunity. 
i>uch  an  opportunity,  he  should  conceive,  occurred  after  the 
peace.     lie  meant  to  imply  no  censure  on  the  conduct  of  s 
noble  Viscount,  then  at  the  Treasury,  and  now  unforco* 
nately   prevented   from  attending  by  a  severe  domestic 
affliction,  who,  be  did  not  doubt,  would  be  ready  to  justify 
bis  own  conduct.     He  wished  to  hear  from  Ministers  whe- 
ther their  support  of  the  Bill  now  did  not  originate  in  rbe 
wishes  and  representations  of  the  Bank  of  England,  who 
thotight  so  differently  some  years  ago,  and  came,  as  he  im* 
derstood,  to  the  then  Ministers,  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
requesting  the  restriction  to  be  taken  off.     Whether  their 
tears  were  sincere  or  hypocritical,  he  could  not  tell ;  but 
now,  after  a  lapse  of  years, 'during  which  tbey  had  made 
great  profits,  they  altered  their  tone,  and  the  taking  off  of 
tne  restriction  would  bring  from  them  tears  of  sorrow.  The 
interest  of  the  landed  property  and  agriculture,  indeed  <be 
general  interests  of  the  country,  demanded  that  we  should 
not  follow  thiMe  fatal  precedents  of  which  they  bad  all  seen 
the  miserable  consequences.     If  thai  House  should  pass  the 
Bill,  there  was  yet  another  House  to  carry  it  through,  and 
there  be  hoped  it  would  be  rejected.     \Vith  the  sense  he 
entertained  of  its  mischiefs,  he  should  give  his  vote  against 
it  on  the  division.     He  commented  on  a  figure  that  bad 
been  used  concerning  the  Bank,  (by  Earl  Stanhope),   in 
which  it  was  called  one  of  ihe  boltoni- planks  of  the  ship  of 
England.     So  it  might  have  been  before  the  restrictions ; 
but  as  there  wa^  some. difference  between  gold  and  paper, 
so  there  was  between  the  plank  of  sound  British  oak  and  this 
sort  of  papier  machi  with  which  they  attempted  to  keep 
out  the  water.     Restore  the  Bank  to  its  original  state,  and 
it  would  be  again  a  sound  bottom-plank  of  the  good  ship 
Eni^land. 

After  a  pause  of  some  minutes, 
.     Ixfrd  King  rose,  and  said,  that  he  had  waited  in  expecta^ 
tton  of  hearing  from  Ministeiv  some  explanation  of  the 
principles  and* the  expected  consequences  of  this  Bill.     He 
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w'oui^c^  eodtavodr  to  explain  shortly  what^  l).e  thought  of  itt 
cbaracter  and  tendencj.  Nf  inidie rs  bad  fouad  out,  that  but 
for.  tills  Bill,  they  woold  soou  have,  not  merely  what  thej 
were  pleased  to  cati  theoretical  arguinents^  but  plain  praotit 
cal  argtHnentt,  to  show,  in  too  glaring  a  light  to  be  resisted^ 
the  depreciatioQ  of  paper,  atvd  the  refusal  of  bank -.notes. 
If  this  Bill  did  trot  pass,  what  would  be  the  consequence? 
That  eontracis  of  all  sorts  would  he  easily  and  properly  sett 
tied:  but  this  Bill  rendered  two  operatiorvs  necessary  for 
ibis  purpose,  instead  of  one.  Under  this  Bill,  a  man  Imy^ 
iftg  money  to  pay  under  a  contract,  and  paper  refused, 
wotikl  be  obliged  to  sell  his  produce  for  a  smaller  quantity 
of  gold.  In  tne  other  case,  the  contract  would  be  easily 
settled,  by  settling  the  difference  b^tw^^u  gold  aitd  paper. 
All  that  was  proposed  to  be  done  would  be  merely  throwing 
additional  diflSculties  in  the  way  of  adjusting  questions  of 
property.  The  difference  of  currency  now,  and  in  1808> 
was  as  ninety-three  guineas  to  "a  hundred.  Here  his  Lord* 
ship  stated  various  calculations  tending  to  show  the  depre- 
ciation. He  had  never  witnessed  any  thing  more  lamenta* 
ble  than  tile  total  deficiency  of  argument  manifested  the 
other  night  on  the  subject,  in'  the  speeches  of  Ministers. 
He  heard  nothing  hut  that  the  Bank  said,  and  they  (the 
Ti'easiipy)6aid,thata  pound  was  a  pound^^^tliat  the  twenty* 
shilling  note  was  equal  to  a  pound;  and  that  it  was  impos* 
aible  thatthe  note  could  be  depreciated,  since  in  the  year 
i797  theaflairsof  the  Bank  were  thoroughly  investtgatef), 
and  th^ir  solvency  proved;  and  that  since  that  period  there 
could  exist  no  doubt  of  that  solvency,  as  they  h'ad  greatly 
increased  their  profits:  that  was  to  say,  they  had  made 
^eai  gains  by  thepobttc  calamitv.  I'hence  it  was  argued, 
that  the  Batik  mtist  he  much  more  secure  now  than  it  was 
in  1797.  He  woitld  ask  Ministers  whether  they  did  not 
think  that  h  person  might  be  solvent,  and  yet  that  bis  notes 
mightt  be  depFe<*iated ?  <Every  body  4c new,  that,  but  a  few 
years  ago,  £xchequer*bills,  which  niiftht  be  4bid  to  have  a 
greater  secitrity  tht^n  tl)e  Bank,  and  which  likewise  bear  in* 
tetest^  Mrhieh  bank  paper  did  tk)t,  ^were  at  a  discount  of,  he 
believed,  \6  per  cent.  So  fav  was  solvency  from  decidia|( 
the  questtod.  There  vvere  finsny  other  things  to  be  takea 
iiuo  eiHislderation,  which  rendered  the  a«*gai»ent  from  sol^ 
veooy-qoite  iiycoticlusive.  The'depreciatioa  he  considered 
as  a  ppsitiv^  and  undeuiaUe  fiict.  Whatever  steps*  tbef 
Vol.111.— 1811.  4  T 
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took  on  this  Buhject,  od  the  principles  adopted,  they  would 
legislate  in   vaio;  they  would  be  only  losing  iHlie,   and 
would  never  efiect  their  object.     The  difference  between 
guineas  and  notes  was  so  greai»  that  the  consequences  ^ooM 
Bot  htt  averted.   A  circumstance  bad  been  stated  elsewhere, 
which  prov«;d  the  great  difference  between  paper  and  goid» 
in  the  case  of  a  man  applying  for  three  per  cent,  stocky 
which  he  was  told  was  at  64  and  65 ;   but  the  man  saying 
he  had  brought  lOOO  guineas  in  his  pocket,  he  was  told  that 
that  would  make  a  great  difference.    What  the  difrreoca 
was,  he  ( Lord  King)  did  not  exactly  cemember,  but  it  was 
irery  considerable.     What  was  now  proposed*  he  ooiitend- 
cd,  was  utterly  useless,  unless  the^  were  prepared  to  go  the 
whole  Iengih|  and  adopt  the  pnnciple  of  the  maximum. 
They  must  soon  make  bank*ootes  a  legal  tender,  if  t bey 
adopted  the  principle  of  those  acts  in  France,  so  atrocious 
and  justly  stigmatized.    But,  perhaps,  they  would  feel   it 
impossible  to  go  so  far,  tnd  to  subvert  the  established  foun- 
dations of  property.    One  reason  had  been  assigned  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  respecting  the  necesrity  of  protecting  and 
securing  the  interests  of  the  tenant,  which  greatly  surpritsed 
him,  from  the  utter, ignorance  of  the  subject  which  it  showed* 
Could  the  Secretary  of  State  be  so  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
the  general  agricultural  interest  of  the  country,  as  to  make 
such  distinctions?    The  Bill  materially  affected  the  general 
security,  and  would  do  great  harm  to  agriculture,  by  taking 
up  certain  supposed  interests  of  a  particular  class.     Who 
would  grant  (eases,  if  Pariiament  interfered  with  private 
contracts?    If  they  altered  contracts,  no  man  would  euter 
into  them,  except  for  a  very  limited  time*    If  they  pro* 
Ceeded  to  make  the  note  a  legal  tender,  and  thereby  torp 
out  the  stipulations  of  a  legal  contract,  by  which  a  man  bad 
absolutely  delivered  over  his  pro|>erty,  for  a  certain  time,  to 
smother,  under  certHin  expressed  conditions,  they  wouki  put 
M  speedy  end  to  all  reliance  and  confidence  iu  public  or  pri* 
vaie  fhitb.'   (Hear !)    He  agreed  that  things  were  come  to 
•n  iniportanl  cri^-is,  'an^  the  coa^tequence  was,  that  tbey 
tnust  either  biing  buck  the  le^ral  currency »  or  resort  to  these 
lDisc*hieirotts  expedients.'    E^ither  currency  must  be  at  its 
true  and  proper  value,  or  there  must  be  a  difference  of 

5 rices.     It  waS'  vain  and' idle  to  legislate  on  this  sabject* 
'here  was  no  rational  coorse  to  pursue  but  by  ^e  resiora* 
lion  of  the  owreocy  to  its  vftlae.  •' 
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The  Laid  Chancelior  said,  that  after  what  had.  passed,  be 
felt  ithj^daty  to  state  hia  view  of  this  sabieci)  acoordine  to 
the  best  of  bis  tinderstanditig.  He  felt  fufiy  the  sacred  duty* 
of  not  interfering  with  the  contracts  of  individuals.  Ho 
had  been  a  faithfat  law-servant  of  that  Government,  which 
in  1797  took  the  bold  step,  and  he  knew  that  it  was  then 
looked  upon  as  a  step  of  great  importance,  and  re(|uiring 
much  consideration*  In  1811  he  thoui^ht  that  circam- 
stances  were  very  different.  How  had  this  business  eome 
before  the  House?  It  arose  from  a  notice  sent  by  a  noble 
Lord  to  his  tenants.  He  should  not  quarrel  with  the  opi« 
^ions  pf  others,  whatever  different  views  he  entertained> 
and  although  he  would  not  have  done  the  same  thing.  There 
were  Ibar  modes  of  proceeding  open ;  by  distress,  by  actioii 
for > deb t^  on  covenant,  or  by  ejectment.  The  right  of  tak- 
iog  a  man  by  the  collar  remained,  unless  he  tendered  bank^ 
notes.  He  that  would  have  the  pound  of  flesh  might  pro- 
ceed^ but  the  Legislature  of  1797  did  not  interfere  vrith  the 
case  of  a  distress*  As  to  lawful  money,  every  body  who 
had  to  pay  the  money  was  held  to  pay  it  in  lawful  money. 
The  noble  Lord  (Grenville)  might  remember,*  if  he  would 
oondescend.to  do  it,  his  strong  doubts  in  1797,  on  the  sub* 
jeer,  of  legal  tender.  The  measure  then  wentbniy  to  stop 
the  arrest.  The  question  of  contract  applied  not  merely  to 
landlord  and  tenant,  but  to  every  bddy  who  entered  into  a 
contract ;  and  they  who  said  that  Parkament  should  not  in* 
tenposer  ought  to  be  prepared  t6  put  an  end  to  the  proceed* 
ingsof  1797,  before  Parliament  separated.  He  had  .a  re- 
spectfor  the  opinion  of  those  who  differed  from  him,  but  he 
had  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  public.  Whatever  might 
be  the  question  respecting  the  original  introduction  of  the 
system,  he  believed  that  no  man  would  say  it  was  possible 
at  once  to  undo  all  that  had  been  done.  If  it  must  be  en- 
dured, was  it  possible  to  prevent  that,  the  prevention  of 
whid)  would  utterly  prevent  any  thing  right  on  the  subject 
from  being  done  at  a  future  period?  As  to  the  interposttioa 
of  Parliament,  he  would  say,  that  there  was  no  debtor  and 
creditor  in  the  kingdom  who  was  not  affected  by  the  trans* 
actions  of  1797 ;  whether  obligee  or  obligor,  landlord  or 
tenant,  holder  of  a  bill  of  exchange  or  acceptor  of  it,  whole* 
sale  or  retail  trader— the  contracts  of  all  were  broken  in 
upon  by  that  Act.  A  man  might  say  he  would  not  take 
bank-notes*— might  ask  ^^  Whose  imase  and  superscription 
is  this  ?     Not  Csesar's  ceittainly,  but  that  of  the  Company 


cMeA  the  Baitk  of  Eaglimd  !'*    Tlras  the  tet^idy  of  the 
law  wM  iinrvtmnilly  afTectrd.    Such   being  the  ci^e».  let 
x\ktJtt  Ire  fairl?  what  ihts  Bill  did.     If  the  oppoaera^  of   it 
W(*re  reedy  to'do  away  aU  that  had  been  done  hi  1797*    let 
them  come  forward  and  any  so.   Then  thete  woold  be  a  tmir 
fi<*id  fcnr  rtidcuision  and  argdment:  bat  th€;y  were  now,    ia 
fact,  ool^  called  upon  to  act,  at  between  that  noooieoc  and 
IMarcb  the5tli  1819.     The  hoble'and  learned  Lord  here 
aihided  to  the  genersiT  tccnrity  (>f  {iroperty,  and  adverted  to 
the  oa^e  of  the  ances'or  of  the  oobie  Lord  (ix>rd  Kia^'a 
ancestor,  wtio  was  Lord  Chaocelloi),  aad  hoped  his  owu 
chtMwn's  children  might  be  as  lecure,  after  hiaown  profea* 
sional  lile,  which  had  been  as  laborious  as  that  of  the 
Lord's  ancestor.     By  the  Act  of  1797  tbtce  of  the 
were  afiected,  but  not  that  of  diBtress.    The  stock  of  ifae 
tennnt  might  be  ttkcn,  but  that  was  a  oaode  which  aland* 
lord  could  hnrdi)  tesort  toi,  without  prejudice  to  bis  own  in* 
trrfsts,  and  he  ni'rghl  be  very  glad  to  take  bank-nates  at 
last,     if  his  hoQse  in  Bedford  square  was  at  a  rent  of  three 
bandn'd  a-*year,  and  the  rent  Wds  d\ort  tha^  be  aaa  woitb 
trhen  he  coainipnced  his  professional  life,  the  law  said  be 
should  not  be  taken  by  the  ciollary  if  he  tendered  notes, 
iHeaf^l)    The  noble  Lord  who  saaf ,  <'  bear,"  <Lord  Gren- 
rille)  woqM  not,  he  hoped,  say  tiiai  he  liad  remedies,  bat 
that  he  would  not  tell  him  what  his  remedies  were.  (Hemrl) 
He  n^eant  to  sillude  to  what  had  been  said  on  the  Catholic 
Qoestk>n  by  thru  noble  Lord,  respecting  his obaervations 
em  the  conversations  he  had  had  with  Mr.  Pitt  oa.fhat  anb* 
jeer,  when  he  was  told  by  thai  n«ble  Lord  ihalMr,  Pitt 
Would  not  explain  the  nutiire  of  his  remedies,  because  be 
(Mr.  Pitt)  did  not  like  his  opinions.    He  hoped  that  a  simi- 
lar reason  would  not  prevent  Lord  Grenville  from  stating 
his  remedies  on  the  present  important  and  complicated  sab- 
ject.     Now,  n^i  to  the  meaning  and  intent  of  this  Bill,  ao 
man  wa^  by  tt  compelled  to  take  bank-notes  in  any  other 
apnse  than  he  could  be  said  to  be  compelled  to  do  so  before. 
It  went  only  to  prevent  their  depreciation,  for  he  coaM  doi 
believe  that  such  depreciation  existed.     (Hear  I)     What* 
ever  others;  believed,  he  hoped  they  would  give  hira  leave 
to  believe  in  his  owu  opinions.     He  had  met  with  do  man 
wiio  n?fui^ed  to  take  bank-notes;  but  in  the  present  state  of 
thino[<^,  he  would  say,  that  they  should  take  care^  dther  that 
i\  num  should  say  he  would  not  take  bank-notes,  or  thai  if 
be  docs  take  them,  he  should  take  them  at  their  m>]|3inal 
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>filve.'  The:ooUe  Lord  (King),  bad  timde  bis  calcolatioM^ 
and  aaid  he  wouM  take  bank-notesiet  ao  inbcb ;  that  he  bad 
b^n  looking  «t  oUt  eontracts  of  17<i^  *I80),  and  1609«  aiMl 
ao  foFth^and  that  he  would  deal  with  bis  tenants  acoordiog 
lo  bis  calculated  rel»tive  value  of  tbeoi.  Another  man 
^ght8a^9  If  mj  Lord  Kin^dbe^  ao,  I  ttiU  have  gold  fet 
rebt  on  every  lease,!  have  executed,  old  or  JieW:  the  lair 
making  no  dtst^il6tions  betiveen  bank-notes  and  gnineaa* 
3^18  it^an  bad  as  gfood  a  ri>;ht  to  do  so,  as  the  noble^Lioid  bad 
to  act  on  what  faexulled  his  fair  rule  of  calculation  on  bis 
notion  of  depreoiHtioA.  Another  might  say,  he  would  givia 
but  ten  ahjIlioga.TcN:  a  poiind  note,  aodtliere  was  us  uiuqh 
'  ]aw  for  that.  Another  might  say,  he  would  give  only  50^» 
fbra  SO/J-nete.'  '  Tbis'BiM  did  not  go  tbe  length  of  making 
A  bapk»miie^i^le^- lender.     If  it  was  urged  thatsoch  wag 


lis  tendenlry^  fae  should  merely  sav/that  its  tendency  dect 
dfsdiy  admitted  of  an  increase,  of  the  prorisionsof  the  Act  of 
17^.  It.was  only  within  three  or  four  days  that  the  Judge( 
had  faeeD  persuaded  to  give  an  opinion,  that  nioney  m  any 
fbras,  except  stetaUic  dianges^  did  not  come  within  the 
Act  of  Ed.  VL  iHtar  t  and  the  word  ^  persuaded'^  zMm  re* 
pmiedbffsonie  Lardi.)  <  He  wouldcepniithat  word.     He 
boukl  Inot'have  expected  that  a  word  used  under  such  cin-  - 
cumsUnoea  w<mi1m]  have  been  laid  bold  of  so  suddenly.  No* 
Wlycooki  imagine  that  he,  of  all  men,  could  mean  to 
throw  any  kind  of  reflection  upon  the  learned  Judges,  wbo^ 
hiiwBs  confident,  would  always  discharge  their  duiies  with 
wisdom  and  firmness;  but  it  should  be  recollected  that  this 
(was  a  question  of  much  discussion,   (iff  ear!)   Sou  tid  policy 
deemed  to  require  chat  there  siiould  be  some  extensions  of 
4haC  Act.     The  great  diffiqolties  that  must  be  created  by 
demanding  gold,  or  notes  at  adepreciation,  must  be  obvious, 
-first,  because  gold  enough  could  not  be  found ;  secondly,- 
Jbecause  the  calling  fot  payment  in  a  new  way  must  embar- 
rass tbe  tenant,  who  would  meet  his  landlord  at  arm's 
length.    All  the  Bilt  said  was  this,  if  you  call  for  rent  in 
(gold  you  may  take  it;  but  that  while  the  Legislature  makes 
bank»notes  a  security  against  arrest,  it  extends  that  princi- 
ple to  the  protection  agaii^st  seizing  the  goods  which  are  the 
m^ns  of  bis  living.     He  would  contend  that  we  ought  all 
to  be  put  on   a  fair  and  equal  footing.     He  would  oo  his 
doty  on  this  question  as  lar  as  he  had  a  right  conception  of 
it.  Suppose  he  had  to  pay  ninety  pounds  a-year  for  a  bouse, 
«nd  be  had  -about  three  thousand  pound^  in  the  funds,  a 
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CMe  that  thif^i  hiivr  been  his  own,  or  th«t  of  any  yooog 
SMiD  begioDio^  his  Isboufs  in  s  pcofesston ;  wai  he  to  be 
loM  of  the  justice  of  his  being  oblifl^ed  to  receive  in  hank* 
aotes  while  hb  laodiorid  was  to  be  paid  in  goid^  or  those  yf^ry 
notes  which  were  the  dividends  of  bis  little  all,  at  a  rate  of 
deprociation?  It  wsssaiJ  that  the  sysieai  was  defective  and 
vicious.  It  might  be  so;  but  in  the  present  state  of  the 
oooBtrj^  how  were  thej  to  prevent  it  f  How  were  tbrv  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  the  country  f  He  was  too  litile 
informed  in  this  extensive  and  complicated  question,  but 
be  should  not  have  done  his  duly  if  be  had  not  given  his 
opinion  upon  this  Biii»  which  he  did  in  its  favour,  as  a  tern* 
porary  law. 

Lord  Grctmlk  would  not  follow  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  in  bis  observations  on  the  Catholic  QoesUon,  but 
come  immediately  to  the  subject  before  their  Lordships. 
The  noble  and  iearDed  Lord  had  most  grievously  disap* 
pointed  him  in  the  hope  which  he  cherished<--»moBt  confi- 
dently cberkhedt  from  some  observatbns  in  the  outset  of 
his  speech,  that  lie  would  have  distinctly  stated  what  would 
be  the  eflhct  of  this  Bill.  But  after  listening  with  the  utmost 
atteuLion^  he  still  reaiained  on  that  point  in  the  most  com* 
plete  and  total  ignorance.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
told  what  every  one  knew,  that  landlords  had  various  reme- 
dies  against  tenants  for  the  recovery  of  their  rents ;  that  they 
mi^hi  proceed  by  the  different  modes  of  distress,  ejectment, 
action  of  covenant,  or  debt.  Froni  the  language  of  this 
Billthe  presumed  it  look  away  the  remedy  of  distress.  Now 
what  be  wanted  to  know  distinctly  from  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  was  in  what  situation  the  landlord  would 
stand  with  regard  to  his  tenant,  when  this  Bill  should  have 
obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature?  Would  they  still 
retain  ihe  remedy  by  ejectment,  and  action  of  debt  and  co- 
venant ?  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  not  told  us, . 
Lord  Grenville  continued,  how  they  will  stand  in  this  re- 
spect, though,  as  I  undersund  it,  they  are  still  to  retain  these 
remedies-— but  a  mSre  alarming  view  of  the  subject  thaa 
that  taken  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  [  never  before 
heard  in  any  discussion  upon  any  question.  Recollect,  m^ 
Lords,  the  effect  will  not  stop  with  landlord  and  tenant;  it 
will  pervade  every  contract,  every  transaction  of  exchange 
in  this  commercial  country;  and,  astonishing  and  painful 
as  it  was  to  tne  to  hear  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  am 
glad  that  he  has  relieved  the  question  from  ihe  invidious 
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aspersions  with  which  it  had  been  conQected-— that  he  has 
admitted  it  to  be  one  affecting  not  anj  particular  class,  but 
ev€fy  description  of  persons  in  this  great  trading  country. 
But  the.  argument  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  is  this-— 
that  the  system  was  established  long  ago,  and  that  this  Bill 
js  necessary  to  support  it.  What  then,  according  to  his 
pwn  description,  will  be  its  efGectf  He  has  adverted  to  all 
the  enormities,  to  all  the  horrors  which  such  a  system  is 
calculated  to  produce— i^d  whatsis  the  conclusion  ?  What 
foust  every  one  have  .expected  to  follow  i  Surely  that  the 
system  ought  xo  be  abandoned.  That,  however,  is  not  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord's  conclusion.  No;  but  because  it 
is  destructive  of  every  fair  reciprocity  in  transactions  her 
tween  ni^p  and  man— because  its  continuance  is  inconsis- 
tent  with  any  thing  like  justice,  in  matters  of  contract,  comr 
paercial  or  agricultural — because  it  is  ruinous  to  the  public 
creditor — b^ause  it  completely  overturns  the  radical  and 
fundamental  principles  of  exchange,  and  agreements  of 
^very  description— you  are  to  aggravate  and  extend  the 
/existing  evil  by  making  it  impossible  for  one  man — nay, 
for  one  transaction,  to  pass,  without  feeling  its  effects-— 
(Hear\  hear  I).  1  beg  your  Lordships  to  attend  to  the  pic* 
Jture  which  has  been  presented  to  ^ou,  of  the  consequences 
with  regard  lo  men  m  indigent  circumstances;  the  iv>ble 
and  learned  Lord  has  indeed,  rather  drawn  his  illustration 
from  men  in  middling  circumstances;  and  be  asks  whether, 
when  li^  brings  his  commodities  to  market  and  can  only 
get  bank-notes,  he  is  to  be  driven,  from  his  house  because 
the  landlord  chooses  to  be  paid  in  gold ;  but,  my  Lords,  if  we 
are  to  argue  upon  the  admission  that  the  evil  exists,  I  desire 
ito  ask,  where  16  this  to  stop?  If  the  man  of  middling  cir- 
fcumstances  is  to  be  driven  from  his  house  becau^  he  can* 
pot  get  gold,  bow  will  it  be  when  a  further  depreciation  takes 
place,  and  when  the  same  destruction  overwhelms  the 
poorest  masses  of  the  community?-— When  they  will  not 
only  want  a  house,  but  the  bread  necessary  to  sustain  exist-  ^ 
jcnc^e  ? — Is  '>he  noble  Lord  ignorant  that  tfie  labourer  is  in 
^any  cases  by  law  confined  to  a  particular  spot?— Here,  he 
•may  say,  I  am  compelled  by  your  laws  to  remain,  and  yec, 
by  these  laws  the  depreciation  of  bank-notes,  in  which  alone 

sary 

l^ng,  no  spectth 
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what  todk  phce  io  Fraocef^Does  be  not  kaow^  that  the 
fatal  ia«  ot  maximum  was  produced  there  bj  the  \eryargo* 
neot  which  he  now  uses — t4iat  it  wa»  acted  upon  for  the 
very  reasons  which  be  now  urges  in  support  of  this  Bill?-* 
And  yety  he  who  lived  at  the  tune  this  transaction  was  pass* 
ing«**he  who  saw  the  dreadful  consequences  exemphfied 
before  his  eyeS'^he  advises  a  similar  proceeding,  and  sup* 
ports  his  advice  npon  similar  arguuneots  and  principles!  I 
therefore)  my  Lords,  take  up  the  argument  in  a  view  directly 
opposite  to  his ;  and  if  he  has  the  charge  of  €d  'millions  of 
toe  property  of  his  Majesty's  subiects»  and  if  the  country 
is  brought  into  such  a  situation  that  lie  is  unable  to  ^uard 
agHJnst  a  loss  of  five  millions  U(>on  that  sum,  a  loss  of  full 
€0  per  cent.,  I  conjure  your  Lordships  to  pause  now  at 
length,  since  you  have  not  done  it  before,  when  he  lays  be- 
fore you  not  only  what  will  be  theeflPect  of  a  continuation 
of  the  system,  but  what  has  been  the  consequence  of  your 
persevermg  in  it  up  to  this  time.  But  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  tells  us,  that  the  system  must  ^o  on  because  it  was 
establrslied  in  I797*  Now  I  ihould  like  to  know  what  was 
enacted  in  1797*  \  always  thought  I  knew  till  this  night-^ 
till  1  heard  his  speech  this  night,  I  never  thought  there  had 
been  any  doubt  then  whether  or  not  bank-notes  should  be 
tnaife  h  legnl  tender.  He  says  that  he  was  adverse  to  the 
inalcing  bank-notes  a  Irgal  tender,  and  that  be  would  not 
inquire  what  had  been  the  opinions  of  others  on  that  point. 
I  understand  the  insinuation,  my  Lords;  and  I  will  teil  bim 
what  was  my  ^pinion«-l  was  decidedly  against  making 
bank-notes  a  legal  tender.  I  and  others  were  anxious  that 
they  should  not  be  made  a  legal  tender  by  any  shift,  meaoa, 
tx)r.trivan^e,  or  upon  any  pretence  whatever.  J  wish  be 
bad  spoken  out,  and  told  us  what  he  conceives  the  law  to 
iiave  done.  I  conceived,  and  I  thought  till  this  nigfattbal 
every  tnan  in  the  country  could  have  no  doubt  about  it» 
that  in  1797  the  law  took  away  the  powerof  arresting  the 
person  previons  to  the  suit,  and  that  only;  but  that  every 
other  legal  remedy  remained  in  the  same  fiuH  force  and 
effect  as  before.  There  is  not  the  least  pretence  that  tbe 
hm  then  made  a  distinction  between  landlords  and  other 
persons,  T'hey  all,  with  the  exception  above  stated,  had 
their  full  remedy  as  before  the  Act.  Such  was  the  law,  as 
I  understood  it— if  it  is  otherwise,  it  is  high  time  that  we 
abould  uDutrstand  what  it  is.    Your  Lordships  cannol  be 
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igoorant  what  a  shock  has  been  already  given  to  public  con- 
fideoce  and  credit^  by  this  Bill  and  by  the  speeches  of  the 
Ministers ;  but  that  was  little  compared  with  the  effects  that 
must  be  produced  by  the  speech  of  the. noble  and  learned 
Lord  this  nighty  unless  1  misunderstood  him*  No  triumph 
ii^  debate,  nor  any  other  triumph  over  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  would  give  me  half  the  pleasure,  as  to  hear  him  dis- 
tinctly static,  thatth^  law  with  respect  to  the  legal  tender 
stands  now  as  it  did  in  ihe  year  1706,  except  as  to  the  ar- 
rest previous  to  the  action.  Instead  of  that^  you  heard  him 
say  something  aboUt  giving  relief  in  equity.  1  should  be 
sorry  to  ask  him  to  go  any  great  length  in  giving  his  opinion 
here  extra-judicially;  and  ijidec;.d  1  think  he  has  gone  far 
enough  already ;  but  1  hope  that  nothing  has  as  yet  beea 
done  to  make  the  law  different  from  what  it  was  intended 
in  1797  it  should  b^.  Now^  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  the 
proceeding  of  l797i  it  was  considered  as  a  temporary  and 
nectzsarg  act^  and  therefore  an  act  of  wisdom  ;  and  I  think 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  there  laid  down  the  distinction 
accurately,  that  there  Ought  to  be  no  interference  with  pri- 
vate contracts,  except  in  cases  of  necessity.  Necessity  then 
required  tl^e  sMspeo^ion*  as  I  believed  ;  and  painful  as  it  was 
to  have  recourse  jto  that  measure^  still  it  was  justified  by  tlie 
necessity,  but  by  that  only.—*-!  am  satisfied  therefore  that 
the  original  suspension  was  wise,  but  1  do  not  entertain  the 
same  satisfaction  at  the  recoUectbn  that  the  Act  was  conti- 
sued,  i  have  often  said,  that,  on  reflection,  I  was  long 
since  satisned  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  continuing 
the  suspension  till  the  end  of  the  then  existing  war,  and,  of 
course^  that  the  continuation  was  iq^proper.  i  deeply  re- 
gret, my  Lords,  that  it  took  place,  and  therefore  1  pro- 
test against  any  inference  being  drawn  from  that  circum- 
stance. Noble  liords  argue  upon  a  complete  fallacy,  upon* 
a  total  misrepresentation,  when  they,  describe  the  situation 
9f  the  countfy  as  resting  upon  the  Act  of  1797-8.  That 
measure  extended  the  suspension  no  further  than  the  con- 
clusion of  the  then  existing  war.  But  it  was  cpntinued  when 
the  necessity  had  ceased-^wheo  I,  standing  almost  alone, 
most  earnestly  opposed  ttie  measures  that  were  then  pur- 
sued; and  in  no  part  of  my  public  conduct  dol  exult  more 
than  in  that  opposition.  Every  shadow  of  necessity  had 
vanished  :  th^  country  was  in  a  situation  in  point  of  public 
credit,  of  finance,  of  currency,  of  the  rate  of  exchange,  that 
Vol.  III.— 1811.  M' 
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no  longer  required  any  regulation  of  this  kind  :  the  price 
of  bullion,  and,  in  short,  every  thing  that  any  nuin  bad  ever 
conceived  as  affecting  this  question,  became  so  favourableyr 
that  it  was  not  only  advantageous,  but  perfectly  easy  to  have 
put  no  end  to  the  restriction.     (Hear  I  hcarl)    The  Atrt 
iv»s  continued  first  for  a  short  time,  and  at  last  till  tb^  end 
of  the  war.     When  the  present  War  broke  otit,  it  was  like- 
wise continued  till  the  end  of  this  war;  but  upon  no  arga« 
ment  that  would  not  equally  apply  in  the  case  of  any   war 
whatever;  and  thus,  in  addition  to  the  hardships  and   bur-^ 
thcns  to  which  war  necessarily  subjects  the  country,  it  is  to 
be  always  exposed  to  the  additional  misfortune  of  being 
enfeebled  in  the  means  by  which  the  war  must  be  carried 
on.     There  was  not  a  shadow  or  pretence  for  contiotiing 
the  restriction  at  that  period.     His  noble  friend  §aid,  that 
the  Bouk  Directors  came  to  the  Ministers,  beseeching  them 
to  remove  the  suspension.     I  give  them  credit  for  their  con- 
duct— I  give  them  credit  for  foreseeing,  not  only  the  injury, 
to  themselves,  but  the  mischief  which  the  restriction  must 
orcai^ion  to  the  country,  if  continued  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  war.     There  is  another  small  observation  not 
to  be  passed  over;  when  the  system    is  defended  on  the 
ground  of  the  Act  of  1797,  consider  the  diflference  in   the 
eituHiion  of  the  country.     When  the  restriction  was  ini* 
posed  in  l797i  it  was  done  in  the  firm  belief  that  there  was 
in  reality  no  difference  between  paper  and  gold — and  on 
that  ground  it  was  argued.     On  the  same  ground  the  conti- 
nuance of  it  was  proposed.    The  value  of  paper  was  equal 
to  that  of  gold  during  no  incorisidernble  part  of  the  present 
war,  and  so  it  might  liave  continued  even  to  this  hour^  not- 
withstanding the  suspension,  had  it  not  been  for  the  system 
of  devouring  waste,  which  it  was  the  glory  of  Ministers  to 
have  produced.     {Hear  I  hear  I)    To  all   the  other  hard- 
ships of  the  war,  this  was  added,  that  we  had  Ministers  who 
made  a  boast  of  their  devouring  waste  and  boundless  profu- 
sion.    This  was  the  foundation  of  the  present  system ;  and 
when  they  ask,  Where  is  the-rctnedy  ?  I  reply,  one  is  to  de- 
part from  the  system — to  revert  to  a  cotirse  of  measures  to 
which  your  means  are  adequate— to  revert  to  the  real  policy 
of  the  country.     After  the  picture  given  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  of  the  misery  to  which  the  subjects  of  the  em- 
pire will  be  exposed  from  this  system,  do  not  w^aste  the 
resources  of  the  country  in  a  manner  unparalleled  in  the 
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annals  of  the  uation ;  do  not  continue  to  squander  its  meatis 
at  H  rate  which  you  have  not  the  smallest  hope  of  keeping 
up.  Without  this,  any  plan  of  relief  would  only  vary  the 
form  of,  the  disti'ess.  Great  as  were  the  resources  of  the 
country,  a  perpetual  expenditure  of  ninety  millions  could 
not  be  supported.  The  remedy  proposed  in  this  Bill  is  one 
vhich  f  denounce  as  calculated  to,  aggravate  the  mischief 
one  hundred  fold.  The  obvious  means  of  relief  ^s  this; 
consider  what  measures  brought  you  into  this  situation,  and 
retrace  them  step  by  step.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
asks,  is  there  a  man  who  would  dare  to  propose  that  the. 
restriction  should,  in  the  presents  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, be  removed?  Is  he  to  learn,  that  when  Government 
pursues  an  erroneous  course  to  a  great  length,  though  the 
pernicious  consequences  may  be  clearly  seen,  yet  the  sub- 
ject will  not  always  admit  of  a  sudden  and  tot^l  remedy  ? 
Xhe  wi^e  plan  is  to  go  back»  step  by  step,  as  you  advanced; 
but  the  proposal  of  our  present  Ministers  is,  since  they  are 
wrong,  to  go  on  from  error  to  error  till  tbe  mischief  is  irre- 
trievable. If  the  Ministers,  disavow  the  principle  of  the 
restriction,  much  may  yet  be  done,  the  first  thing  is  in  their 
speeches  here  to  declare,  that  they  do  not  mean  to  perse- 
vere in  this  ruinous  course  of  proceeding;  next,  that  it  is 
their  iutention-to  retrace  their  steps;  and,  3d  I  v,  that  they 
intend  to  examine  into  the  means  by  which  this  country 
JDay  be  placed  in  its  former  situation.  My  own  opinion  is, 
that  if  you  set  seriously  about  the  proper  remedy,  your  pto- 
gress  will  be  more  rapid  than  is  generally  imagined.  So  far 
am  I  from  being  liable  to  the  imputation  of  having  con- 
cealed my  opinion  as  to  the  remedy,  that  I  almost  stood 
alone  in  advising  you  to  retrace  your  steps,  when  it  might 
have  been  done  much  more  easily  than  can  now  be  ex- 
pected. This,  then,  is  my  view  of  the  system^  and  ilie 
remedy*  Tbe  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  given  a  picture 
of  the  distress  to  which  a  perseverance  in  this  system  must 
occasion,  which  I  am  so  far  from  combating,  that  I  am 
anxious  to  impress  uppn  your  minds  that  the  evil  will  not 
pe  con^ned  to  one  particular  class,  but  extend  to  every  spe« 
cies  of  transaction.  The  question  as  to  ihe  power  of  dis- 
tress, the  nobte  and  learned  Lord  puts  in  ^  most  invidious 
light,  and  says  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  relieve  the 
tenant.  Now  the  question  of  arrest  for  debt  vvas  lately 
under  discussion  in  this  House,  and  it  was  alleged  then, 
^lattbe  powex  of  arrest  was  no  less  useful  to  the  debtor  than 
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Ibe  creditor,  becaasc  it  facilitated  transactions  between  macR 
and  man  ;  fi>r  where  the  remedy  was  expeditious,  and  the 
remedy  ea^y,  the  creditor  would  be  less  scnipulous  about, 
the  security.     Apply  this  reasoning  to  the  case  of  distress 
for  rent,  and  I  ask  whether  this  remedy  is  calculated  solely 
for  the  bciMfit  of*  the  landlord  ? — whether,  in  principle,  it  is 
not  advuntiii^eou.s  to  the  tenant  also,  as  the  landlords  are  by 
this   means  induced  to  give  leases  upon  conditions  more 
favourable  than  they  otherwise  could  or  would  do?    Thus 
I  put  the  case  to  him— but  to  your  Iy>rdships  I  put  it  on 
much  broader  grounds.    Jf  the  remedy  by  distress  is  advnn* 
tagrous  only  to  a  few  at  theexpenceof  many,  repeal  it 
wholl}-.     I  am  sure  your  Lordships  have  suflScient  patriot* 
ism  to  put  an  end  to  this  n'mecly,  if  contrary  to  the  ^jeneral 
interests  of  the  country.     If  it  is  retained,  it  can  only  be  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  beneficial  on  both  sides;  and  why^ 
then,  should  this  gross  and  injurious  distinction  be  intro- 
duced ?     if  this  Bill  passes,  it  will  goout  to  the  country  that 
the  m(*aning  of  the  Legislature  is,  that  the  bank-notes  shall 
be  u  ieg:d  tender.    I  think,  however,  this  Bill  does  not  make 
it  a  legal  tender,  {hear!  hear!)  and  always  thought  so,  till 
the  s|K*ech  which  1  heard  from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
this  niirht,  raised  some  doubts  in  my  mind.     I  hope  he  will 
state  distinctly  what  it  is  intended  to  do.     I  hope  he  wilt 
not  be  contented  with  talking  about  deUys  in  law — fighting 
in  the  Courts->and  keeping  at  arm^s  length ;  but  tell  us  ac- 
curately in  what  situation  he  means  to  leave  the  law  as  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant.     If  a  landlord  thinks  that  the 
bank  paper  IS  dcprcciateil,  no  matter  however  erroneously, 
but  if  he  thinks  so^  has  he  or  has  he  not  a  right  to  saV  to  the 
tenant,  I  will  not  take  paper;  I  will  be  paid  in  gold,  in  the 
lawful  money  of  this  country,  for  which  i  stipulated?     It  is 
of  great  importance  to  your  Lordships  that  this  should  be 
ck*arly  understood,     it  is  important,  because  the  principle 
applies  equally  to  all  transactions.    If  there  is  a  doubt  whe« 
ther  real  money  can  be  demanded,  the  matter  ought  to  be 
defermiiHKl  one  way  or  other;  but  I  own  I  have  this  night, 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  heard  it  doubted  whether  bank- 
notes  were  or  were  not  a  legal  tender.     When  an  involon- 
lary  exclamation  I'scaped  rar,  my  Lords,  at  one  part  of  the 
noble  and  le?imed  fiord's  s|)eech,  it  was  not  because  I  attri- 
buted to  him  any  disrc^spect  to  the  Courts;  but  I  was  asto- 
nislu d  how  a  person  in  his  situation  could  have  described 
tlic  law  as  he  did.     If  the  Judges  could  have  been  pert 
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siiaded  to  baye  declared  that  to  be  law  which  was  tibt,  th6 
consequence  woald  *  have  been  that  bank-notes  would  \Vd  % 
le^al  tender.  The  Goyemtnent  attempted  to  secure  their 
object,  by  having  recourse  to  obsolete  Statutes— Statutes 
upon  which  a  proceeding  had  been  declined  forty  years  ago, 
because  they  were  obsolete-^ahd  thfey  did  ^  this  because  they 
were  afraid  to  come  openly  with  the  proposition  to  yoilr 
Lordships.  If  there  was  atiy  hesitation  on  the  subject,  it 
was  more  fVom  the  m^ttner  in  which  it  was  talten  up,  .-ind 
the  quarter  from  which  thb  ptosectttion  came,  than  from 
any  real  difficulty  in  the  (]uestion.  But  though  the 
Judges  were  persuaded  to  adopt  this  decision^  tiie  per* 
suasion  was  60  powerful,  that  tiniest  I  am  misinformed 
they  wete  tinanimbus.  I  have  therefore  the  sanction  of 
the  nnanimotis  opinion  of  the  Judges,  th^t  bartk-notes 
are  not  a  l^^l'  tender;  that  they  are  not  Government 
money  ;  and  that  their  tokens  likewite  are  debased 
eoin,  not  circulated  tinder  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  need  not  be  taken  in  payment  of  any  debt.  He 
tholight  the  Bank  of  itifinite  advantage  to  the  country,  ds  a 
itiafn  pillar  of  our  commerce  and  credit ;  but  its  utility 
depenatd  upon  its  being  kept  dbtinct  from  the  Goverur 
inent*  His  lordship  then  referred  to  the  writers  and  the 
debates  on  th<;  subject,  to  prove  that  this  was  the  view  taken 
of  it  by  inert  of  the  greatest  abilities,  anci  in  the  best  times  of ' 
the  cOutitl'y. — England  had  been  distinguished  in  this 
respect  from  other  nations ;  from  France,  Austria,  &c. 
^hose  Banks,  from  their  connexion  with  their  Governments, 
Had  fallen,  while  that  of  England,  from  its  l)eing  always 
distinct  frorti  the  Government,  had  flourished.  At  last, 
however,  this  country  had  the  misfortune  to  seean  endeavour 
to  identify  the  Bank  ifiOi  the  Government.  The  inevitable 
con^uence  would  be  the  loss  of  confidence  and  credit. 
This  state  of  things  was  not  owing  to  the  Bank,  but  to  (he 
devouring  wa6te  of  Ministers,  who  found  the  system  neces- 
sary to  support  their  profusion,  and  therefore  made  the 
Bank  an  engine  to  support  the  system.  His  Lordship  pro- 
ceeded to  argue  that  no  Body  Corporate  could  support  the 
value  of  tokens  estimated  by  a  limited  or  debased  standard. 
Manufacturetrs  might,  for  the  carrying  on  of  their  own 
individual  trade,  issue  money  of  a  smaller  value,  which 
should  be  again  received  in  payment,  but  no  private  com- 
pany could  maintain  a  general  debrised  currency.  It  was 
|ioW#  however,  sought  to  give  to  this  system  introduced  by 
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Ministers,  not  ontj  the  authority  of  Government,   but  the 
sanctifm  of  Parimment  also.    His  Lordship  saw,   by  an 
advertisenitnit  which   had  appeared  in  the  papers  of  this 
da  J,  that  the  Bank  of  £ngland  was  now  in  the  course  of 
issuino^  debased  Tokens  by  authority  of  Parliament.    He 
was  grieved  to  think  that  such  a  measure  bad  been  resorted 
to.     He  defied  any  noble  Lord  to  shew  him  the  smallest 
shadow  on  which  Parliament  could  hold  such  an  assumption 
of  pouer.     He  dented  that  Parliament  had  atty  such  right ; 
and  he  regretted  to  see  that  it  had  assnmed  it;   because,  in 
so  doint^,  lie  conceived  that  it  was  no  longer  governed  by 
the  old  cbtabli^shed  rules  by  which  it  had  hitherto  been 
regulated,  but  that  its  proceedings  had  degenerated  into  a 
solemn   mockery.      He   desireil   noble  Lords  to  try  this^ 
question  by  the  test  of  their  own  judgm^^t.     It  was  an 
established  law  of  this  country,  that  nothing  oould^take 
place  of  the  known  standard  and  given  quality  of  the  coin 
of  this  country  ;    and  now  they  were  to  be  told  that  Par\ia« 
uient  had  sanctioned  that  that  should  betaken  as  the  current 
coin  of'  the  country,  which  was  one*fifth  less  than  this 
stuiulanl  value.     If  this  were  a  new  question,  the  solution  of 
it  mi£);tit  seem  to  be  difficult,  and  the  mode  of  adjustment 
miglit  Ik?  doubtful.      It  was,  however,  a  question  of  no 
doubt,  and,  ifiidccd,  was  a  settled  point,  that  the  issuing  of 
debased   coin,  at  i(s  nominal  value,  was  nothing  short  of  a 
gross  .fraud  and  robbery  on  those  to  whom  it  was  issued* 
Then,  were  the  House  prepared  to  say  that  they  ought  to 
embrace  such  a  system  ?      Were  they  prepared,  with  all 
tliuse  evils,  and  with  all  the  certain  workings  to  be  produced 
from  the  measure  itself,  completely  kept  in  view,  to  say 
that  this  must  be  wrong,  but,  as  it  exists,  1  it  must  go  oa 
until  it.s  evils  multiply  on  th<  country  ?     He  believed,  as  his 
noble  friend  had  said,  that  this  was  not  a  measure  which 
had  occupied  much  of  his  attention ;  but  that  he  had  baUt 
his  praposiiion   principally  on  the  individual  informatioa 
afTonled  him.  '  It  would  have  behoved  the  noble  Lord, 
however,  to  have  said  from  whom  he  did  receive  this  in- 
dividudl  intormation.      He  desired   it  to  be  recollected^ 
tliat  it  was  not  the  case  of  one  or  two  individuals,  which 
could   produce  the  evils  against  which  his  noble  friend 
Avishod  to  provide  by  this  Bill.      The  present  Bill  went 
to  hold,    not  that  bank-notes  are  to  be  held  in   equal 
estimation,   but  that  ihey  arc  in  equal  estimation  with 
guineas,      if  such  should  be  the  effect  of  the  act,  theii 
would  tlic  case  of  every  man  be  equal ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
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handy  one  man  chose  to  pay  and  to  receive  in  payment 
bank-notes  as  equal  to  specie,  and  another  not  to  esteem  them 
in  that  light,  then  it  followed  that  bank-notes  and  guineas 
"were  of  different  values.  His  noble  friend'seemed  to  think 
that  ihings  might  differ  in  their  value,  from  there  being  a 
greater  or  smaller  demand, for  them.  He  conceivtxl  the 
value  to  be  made  up  both  of  demand  and  of  price.  It  was 
by  both  that  the  value  of  articles  was  created.  He  should 
be  ashamed  also  to  argue  the  question  if  it  were  not  with  a 
person  of  his  noble  friend's  discerning  faculties.  What  did 
the  value  of  any  thing  consist  in  but  in  the  estimation  of 
mankind  and  in  the  difficulty  of  supply  ?  There  attaches 
all  the  difficulty— namely,  in  the  difference  between  the 
value  of  gold  and  paper.  An  Emperor  was  not  possessed  of 
power  enough  io  introduce  a  single  word  into  a  language — 
much  less  could  the  House  of  Commons  expect  to  introduce 
paper  into  the  market  as  bearihg  a  mercantile  price.  If  this 
•was  not  so,  how  could  a  Court  of  Equity  effect  that  which 
no  artifice  could  change— make  a  man  take  less  than  the 
value  for  money  i  This  was  an  idea  which  did  not  exist  in 
the  year  1797.  Then  there  was  no  difference  in  value  be- 
tween gold«and  paper  currency,  and  the  circumstances  did 
not  then  truly  apply*  He  warned  noble  Lords  against  the 
consequences  likely  to  result  froiti  the  forcing  of  such  a 
measute  as  the  present.  The  consequences  resulting  from 
such  a,  measure,  always  did  revert  with  the  greater  force  on 
the  projectors  of  it,  in  proportion  to  the  strength  with  which 
they  wished  to  protect  it.  So  their  Lordships  would  find 
that  tiie  moment  they  gave  this  artificial  eminence  to  bank 
paper,  the  more  they  debased  it  below  the  level  it  would 
otherwise  naturally  hold.  That  was  the  natural  consequence 
to  be  expected — ^and  the  next  step  of  his  noble  friend,  if  the 
present  Bill  should  pass  into  a  law,  must  be  to  prepare 
some  measure  which  should  have  theeffcct  of  steeling  t fie 
public  mind  against  a  still  greater  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency  of  the  country.  For,  in  proportion  as  measures 
like  the  present  reduced  the  minds  of  men,  they  became  so 
astute  as  to  endure  measures  more  and  more  distressing,  till 
at  length  the  effect  lately  produced  in  France  was  efieclod, 
and  the  whole  system  of  terrors  was  exhausted  to  force  on 
thfe  people  a  debased  currency  at  its  established  value.  The 
natural  effect  of  this  Avould  l>e,  that  when  commodities  were 
brought  to  the  market,  tliey  would  be  sold,  if  gold  was  io 
bej^ivcn  in  payment  for  them,  and  would  be  withheld  if  any 
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Other  f  pedes  of  paymeDt  waf  oflfered.  Would  not  persoos 
holding  out  their  commodities  for  sale  propose  them  to  bp 
lold  at  a  smaller  price,  if  to  be  paid  for  m  guineas ;  and  ax 
a  larger  price,  if  to  be  paid  for  m  bank-notes  ?  His  Lord- 
ship  was  not  prepared  to  pass  a  law,  declaring  that  there 
should  be  a  money  prioe  and  a  paper  price  in  tiiis  counlrjr 
as  between  man  and  man.— This,  he  was  satisfied,  must  be 
effect  of  passing  the  present  Bill  into  a  law.  If  noble 
liords  wished  to  avoid  tnis,  they  had  only  to  pass  a  law  of  a 
fnartffitrm. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  explained. 

Earl  Stanhope  said  he  had  been  misunderstood  by  bia 
noble  friend  (Lord  Grenyilk)  as  to  his  idea  of  yalue  arising 
from  demand.  He  should  take,  for  explanation  of  liiy 
statement,  the  instance  of  two  editions  of  the  same  book,  one 
of  them  scarce  and  the  othei  ilot ;  there  would  then  be  a 
great  difleience  in  the  price,  because  those  anxious  fox  the 
*  rare  edition  would  be  ready  to  secure  it  at  any  price,  there 
being  a  great  difficulty  in  securintf  it,  while  m  the  more 
common  edition,  but  equally  valuable  to  any  common 
purchaser,  the  price  would  be  comparatirely  small.  So 
were  bank  notes,  at  this  moment,  to  those  who  were  not 
borne  away  with  the  idea  of  the  scarcity  of  guineas,  and  of 
course  with  their  greater  lalue.  But  when  he  beard  his  noUe 
friend  utter  so  mischievous,  abominable,  and  impolitic  a 
sentiment  as  this,  that  that  which  the  public  creditor  was 
bound  to  take  was  not  a  legal  tender  to  any  other  man  wfaat"^ 
ever — If  his  noble  friend  contended,  that  so  was  the  case, 
let  him  (Earl  Stanhope) debate  it  with  him;  lethim'recatt 
to  his  noble  friend  the  high  situation  which  he  lately  heLd— > 
let  himremind  him  that  to  a  situation  equally  high  ha 
might  a^n  sjpeedily  be  raised,  and  then,  let  nim  ask  hia 
noble  friend,  it  from  a  person  holding  a  situation  of  that 
importance  in  the  country  such  language  as  tliis  was  or 
ought  to  be  expected  ?  That  the  requiring  men  to  receive  . 
payment  in  such  a  mode  as  that  to  which  he  had  referred^ 
was  a  gross  fraud  and  robbery  on  the  country ! — He  (Lord 
Stanhope)  contended  that  this  was  mqst  mischievous  to  be 
entertained  ;  the  more  so,  as  coming  from  a  person  who  had 
been  one  of  the  Ministers  of  the  country  at  the  very  time  the 
Act  which  produced  the  supposed  fraud  and  robbery  was 
passed.  In  such  a  case  he  asked  to  be  the  advocate  of  his 
noble  friend  against  himself,  and,  as  such,  he  contended  that 
the  whole  dilemma  arose  fiom  the  mi^hievous  idea  that 
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lyin^  in  tlier  weight  of  gidirefts  was  paying  in  guineas, 
ledid  not  conteiid  that  it  was  hot  absard  to  say,  that,  when 
guineas  rose  above  thieir  jnominai  value,  it  was  improper 
that  (hey  shotild  b6  melted,  or  that  K  was  improper  that 
they  should  ^e  exported.  '  He  had  no  share  in  the  making 
of  any  such  laws.  He  had  always  contended  that  it  was  not 
the  weight  in  gold  which  ^re  the  standard  to  g^AJncas,  but 

^  the  stAmp  Willi  which  they  were  impressed.   -  He  Had  spent* 
Bfioe'  years  of  hfe  life  in  the  Kttle  respectaMe  Republic  of  * 
Geneva.     There  the  goH  corn  -was  pistoles^  and  the  silver^ 
coin  was  that  of  Spam.    The  wat'cb-makers  were  then  ih  the 
use  of  turning  every  pistole  wlficlii  .came  into* their  hands 
into  the  crucible,  for- the  purpose  of  convertihg'tftem  into 
cases  of  witches'.     It  was  di'scoveiT^,  however,  thiit  inr  these 
pistoles  there  was  an  ingredient  wliith  did  not  suit  the  par« 
pose  to  which   they  were  so  converted.    Therb  was,  asa 
component  parr  of  these  pistoles,  a  powder  called  emery ; 
hot  no*  sooner  was  thb  discovered,  than  the  pistole  ceaseil  to 
be  put  iiifo  the  crucible ;  the  watch-m^kcr  would  no  longet 
purchase  it.     A  chemist,  honfever,  soon  found  out  the  means  ' 
of  ei: trading  from  the  pisrolethb  powder,  when  the  pistole 
a-gain  grew  into  repute,  atid  was  as  much  sought  scfrer  sts' 
ever,  for  the  purpose  of  be}h|^  turned  into  tht  crucible. 
Was  there  a  doubt  then  j  if  thfe.  Continent  wiis  opened  to  this 
country,   but  that  golcf  should  r^urn  into  the  country  f 
Tbis  was  uioi  to  be  expected  while  the  balance  of  trade  and 
the  balance  of  pciyments  was  against  this  counti'y.      An  * 
increase 'of  our  manufactures  would  naturally  produce  an 
increase  of  our  bullion.      Noble'  Lords  talked  of  the  depue* 
oiallon^the  papet  currency.     He  did  not  admit  that  there 
wds  any  such.      He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  tM$  migbt 
nfot  be  the  case;   but  he  denfl^d  that  it  Was  so  at  pi^esentl 
He  agreed  that  a  depreciation*  6t  paplsr  currency  might . 
verjr  well  arise,  as,  fbr  instance  in  the  adsigi^ats  of  Prance,  atf 
be  had  mentioncKl  in  his  letter  to  t1»e;LiOrd  Chanoellor. 
These  representatives  of  a  circulating  medium  were  said* 
even  to  have  bc^n  Ibi^ged  in  ih\^  cbuntry,'  and  th^i^  wa# 
little  doubt,'  that,  from  whatever  Catts^  tbe^  aiiosoi  France 
was  deluged  with  them.      He'  ^id  not,  however,  accuse 
Minister^  of  having  encouraged- the*  forging  of  them.    The 
cause  of  this  depreciation  was,  thaft  tbett  were  there  ho  bo6k«» 

'entries  p»  he  proposed.    The  relutioA  betwe«|»  the  twe 
things  would  not  then  becbang#d.^  The  bank-notes  woaldr 
sftud  as  against  corn  or  sheep  t   ev,  sofipfMltlg' tbiEOidieMf 
Vol.  111.-1811.  4  X 
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waa  no  voney*  there  wookl  then  be  •  barter  of  one  agninss 
tbe  other,    llie  positiooi  of  the  noble  Lords,  thereibne, 
on  this  so^ject  were  all  fonnded  on  error,  or  mistake.    He 
had  pricked  up  bis  ears  with  great  expectadoo,  in  hopes  of 
hearuiff  the  promised  remedy  of  his  noble  friend  (Lonl 
GrenvflleX  hot  he  had  thought  it  all  ended  in  a  long  pareo- 
thesis.    At  length  came  oot  a  recommendaiiou  to  ^  oae 
step  by  step,  and  this,  too,  from  measores,  of  which  bin 
noble  friend  himself  was  one  of  the  advisers ;   and  bj  so 
doing,  his  noble  friend  thought  the  House  would  make  a 
most  rapid  progress*     His  noble  friend  claimed  great  credit  I 

for  bis  patriotism.  He  (Lord  Sunhope)  was  inclined  to 
allow  him  for  it  to  its  full  extent ;  and  for  this  reason,  be* 
eiuse  his  noble  friend,  and  those  who  went  with  bim,  com* 
mooiy  agreed  with  him  (Lord  Stanhope).  Here,  bowerer, 
be  thottgbt  they  resembled  a  set  of  merchants,  who  wished 
to  sell  their  €U.  for  91$.  and  yet  to  sa^  that  they  did  so  aa 
patriots,  and  purely  for  the  good  of  their  country.  He  had 
oeen  a  good  aeal  astonished  at  what  bad  fallen  on  a  fbmer 
erening  from  a  noble  Earif  Grey),  when  he  supposed  a  time 
when  the  country  would  be  under  an  impossiUlity  to  per- 
form its  engagements.  It  was,  no  doubt,  very  alarming  to 
be  told  that  a  time  might  come  when  public  credit  anight  be 
affected,  and  still  more  to  be  told  this  by  persons  tikehr  at 
some  future  dsy  to  become  Ministers  of  tne  country.  This 
was  an  event  which  ought  never  to  be  supppsed^  as  it  ought 
never  to  occur.  { 

Earl  Grey  wished  to  put  the  noble  Earl  in  mind  that  the  i 

expressions  tie  had  made  use  of  on  a  fonber  evening;  were 
made  under  certain  qualifications^  which  were  essential  to  a 
proper  understanding  of  them.  No  person  could  state 
n^ore  highly  than  he  had  done  tbe  oUigatioo  of  faith  and 
justice  towards  the  public  creditors.  He  bad  merely  stated, 
that  if  ever  tbe  time  should  come,  and  it  was  imposMble 
not  lo  deprecate  that  calamity«-if  ever  there  should  exist 
any  danger  that  this  countij  would  not  adhere  to  good 
faith  of  every  description,  it  would  be  in  consequence  of 
the  measures  of  the  noble  Lord.  It  was  proper  to  gnre  his 
statement  as  he  biiqself  had  made  it. 

Earl  Stanhope  said  there  was  no  need  for  tbe  noble  Esri 
to  add  any  thin^  on  the  subject.  According  to  any  defioi- 
tioo,  tbe  impossibility  which  tbe  noble  Earl  had  supposed,  ^ 

was  a  thing  which  was  impossible.  There  was  no  case 
in  which  the  engagements  to  thi^  public  creditor  ought  not 
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to  be  performed*  He  would  even  go  to  the  depreciatioQ 
which  the  noble  Eftrl  had  supposed,  of  00  per  cent. ;  and' 
here  he  wished  their  Lorpsnips  to  observe,  that  what  was 
due  to  the  public  creditor  was  only  a  proportion  of  the 
national  wealth ;  but  whatever  it  was,  still  he  was  entitled 
to  that  proportion.  He  himself  had  no  money  in  the  funds, 
his  whole  property  was  in  land ;  but  they  had  to  remember 
that  their  estates  was  a  part  of  the  national  wealth.  Tlie 
public  creditor  was  the  mortgagee  on  these  lands,  and  they 
were  the  mortgagers;  and  they  had  not  a  right  to  otie 
farthing  of  the  revenue  of  their  estates  so  long  as  the  public 
creditor  should  remain  unpaid.  He  would  suppose  an 
industrious  carpenter  who  by  fifty  years  of  his  life  spent  in 
ingenuity  and  hard  efforts,  had  Seen  able  at  last  to  ac- 
cumulate one  hundred  pounds  a  year  in  the  funds.  Could 
any  man  endure  the  idea,  that  this  poor  man  should  be 
reduced  to  receive  only  ten  pounds,  while  a  landed  pro* 
prietor  should  continue  to  receive  his  SO,(XX)/.  a  year  aoim- 

E aired  ? ,  He  had  been  called  the  advocate  for  farmers,  and 
e  woald  now  be  called  the  advocate  for  stockhblders. 
Tes,  he  would  own  he  was  the  advocate  for  both  farmers 
and  stockholders.  He  was  their  advocate  in  the  same  way 
as  he  had  been  the  advoca^  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  the  advocate  for  the  Catholics,  and  lately  of  the 
Protestant  Dissenters,  because  of  justice;  and  he  might 
add,  that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  landlords  themselves.  A 
i)oble  friend  had  called  him  the  saviour  of  the  landedpro- 
prietors ;  and  it  appeared' that  he  was  speaking  this  opinioa 
of  the  landed  proprietors  themselves  when  he  said  t^is,  ^s 
was  evident  from  the  former  division  on  this  Bill, 

Lord  Grcnville  expressed  himself  glad  that  his  noble 
relation  bad  then,  for  the  first  time,  brought  forwaid  a 
charge  in  that  House,  which  had,. for  some  time  before, 
been  in  general  circulation,  a  charge  which  not  only  in- 
volved the  characters  of  many  individuals  both  living  and 
dead,  but  what  was  more,  which  involved  the  character  of 
this  nation.  His  noble  friend  had  told  them,  that  the 
aasignats  of  France  had  been  counterfeited  ;  and  he  had 
toMthem  farther,  that  they  were  counterfeited  by  orders  of 
the  Government  of  this  country.  He  thought  that  hi^ 
character  had  been  better  known  to  his  noble  friend,  than 
that  he  should  have  supposed  him  concerned  in  any  action 
of  such  a  nature.  On  thb  subject  lie  was  able  to  speak, 
and  he  would  venture  to  say  that  this  charge  was  most^ 
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grottlj  calmnnious :  that  it  wat  one  of  the  most  vnfounded 
aspersiotis  which   were  ever  advanced ;    and  thai  he  had 
never  once  harboured  a  thought,  or  participated  in  any  oqo 
act,  which  would  implicate  him  io  the  smallest  degree  io 
tuch  an  uccusaiion.     He  would  not  take  upon  him  to 
tpeak  of  what  was  done  by  men  who  acttd  only  for  theiD-- 
ielvet>,  and  aoine  of  whon^  were  not  now  living  to  answer 
for  themselves;  but  he  would  say,  that  nothing  of  such  i^ 
nature  could  have  been  done  by  the  King*s  Ministers  with<- 
6ut  his  being  privy  to  it  v   and   he  then  solemnly  protested 
in  the  name  of  Almighty  God  that  he  was  innocent  hioiselF 
of  the  charge  which  bad  been  so  brought  forward.      And, 
in  the  same  manoefi  that  he  was  firmly  persuaded*  that 
esery  man  who  senred  the  King  during  the  whole  course  oF 
these  two  calamitous   vrars,  were  equally  innocent  with 
himself. 

Lord  Holland  thought  that  as  the  noble  Earl  (Stanhope) 
had  alluded  to  debates  on  a  former  evening,  the  same  for* 
benrancc  would  be  shewn  to  oiher  individuals.  The  whole 
^as,  indeed »  but  one  protracted  debate  on  the  same  subiecu 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  misunderstandings 
which  had  arisen  in  consequetice  of  this  Bill,  had  prodoced^ 
a  sort  of  mental  earthquake  in  the  House.  He  baa  sufiered 
by  this  as  well  as  others,  and  his  opinions  had  been  much 
Ikiisunderstood ;  and  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  hioi^ 
in  some  stage  or  other  of  the  business,  to  attempt  to  set  the 
matter  right,  had  not  his  noble  friend  called  on  him  at  this 
time  to  do  so  by  his  reference.  The  whole  proceeding  was 
indeed  so  anomalous,  that  it  was  no  wonder  that  miscon- 
ceptions and  misunderstandings  bhould  take  place,  and 
therefore  this  mutual  leave  became  the  more  necessary—^ 
Damns  pelioiusque  vicissim.  It  was  proper  to  consider 
the  nature  of  the  proceedings;  and  here  he  would  say,  that 
Hhen  the  noble  Enrl  had  stated  that  he  had  advocated  the 
cause  of  the  abolishment  of  the  Slave  Trade,  of  the  Catho- 
lics, and  of  the  Protestant  Dissenters,  on  the  ground  of 
justice,  he  could  not  but  believe  the  noble  Earl.  He  had 
iieard  the  power^  of  reasoning  which  he  had  displayed  iu 
ihat  House  ;  and  he  thought  he  was  sure  they  could  only 
be  the  result  of  sincerity  and  conviction.  But  how  did  it 
hapf)en  that  the  noble  Lords  opposite  who  heard  his  reason* 
ii'gs  on  tho^e  questions,  which  iney  were  uuable  to  answer, 
iisaJ  uniformly  to  saVi  that  these  reasonings  were  no  doubt 
wry  ingenious,  but  they  were  entirely  speculative ;  and  now 


\ 


t 


JfVt^rBJ]  GUINEAS  AMD  BANK  irOTBf«  709 

wbeo  the  noble  Eari  bad  introduced  a  Billi.wbich^by  bis 
owD  confession,  was  only  the  forerunner  of  a  series  of  Bills 
whicb  would  go  to  operate  a  great  change  in  the  laws  of 
this  country,  those  noble  Lords^  whose  maxim  constontly 
was  prittdpiis  obsla^  who  had  uniformly  professed  their 
determination  to  oppose  every  thing  like  innovation,  and 
who  would  listen  to  nothing  but  what  they  Called  practical 
arguments — h^w  did  it  happen,  he  repeated,  that  they 
.bad  now  no  apprehension  of  this  speculation,  but  thought 
proper  to  adopt  it ;  that  they  now  tbooght  proper  to  court 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  innovations  ?    The  noble  Lords 
bad,  it  is  true,  had  the  nutsiqg  of  tbis  ,Bill }  and  by  the 
introduction  of  clauses  in  the  Committee,  they  had  pro- 
dttoed  a  very  great  alteration  in  it.-^At  first  there  was  no 
principle  in  tbe  preamble  of  the  Bill,  becaase  the  Bill  had 
no  preamble;  but  now  since  tbe  claasea  which  had  bean 
moved  in  the  Committee,  tlie  only  words  of  the  original 
Bill  which  had  been  retained  Were,  '*  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Coin- 
moos  in  this  present  Parliaiaent  assembled,  and   by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  ibat  from  and  after  the  passsing  of* 
this  Act,  no  person  shall  receive'*-^This  was  the  whole  of 
\tbe  original  Bill  which  they  had  adopted;    and  all  the  rest 
of  the  Dill  waa  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  an  excres- 
cence) as  a  superstructure  on  the  orisrinaU     He  contended 
that  this  would  go  to  efiect  a  material  alteration  in  the  law ; 
because  it  was  contrary  to  what  had  been  laid  down  a  few 
day^  ago  by  the  Judges  of  the  Land.    And  here  be  could 
not  help  alluding  to  what  had  fallen  from  a  noble  and 
learned  Lord  ( Lord  Redesdale,  we  soppose)  on  a  former 
evening,  who,  though  be  did  not  now  hold,  had  formerly 
held  a  judicial  situation  in  the  country,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  making  a  Declaratory  Law  on  this  subject.     He  had 
rfrequently  been  told,  that  a  systematic  attempt  had  been 
made  to  bring  the  justice  of  the  country  into  contempt— 
nay  he  had  frequently  heard  thisasseKed  within  these  walls ; 
.but-  if  aay  Lords  should  come  forward  and  say,  that  tbis 
ought  to  be  a  delaraiory  law,  for  this  reason,  that  the 
Judges  had  unanimously  said  that  it  was  not  the  law,  what 
was  tbis  but  giving  a  slap  in  the  face  to  the  whole  Judges  ? 
What  covild  be  a  more  effectual  measure  than  this  to  bring 
tbe  Administrators  of  Justice  of  the  country  into  contempt? 
"-^statiogi  that  what  they  bad  a  few  days  before  unanimously 
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declared  to  be  law  wat  ool  law  ?  However,  if  this  was 
Bol  a  declaratory  Act»  he  had  a  right  to  aasiifiie  that  it 
wat  an  alteration  of  the  law.  The  n<3>le  Loids  maintained 
there  was  no  depreciation,  and  at  the  rery  time  they  were 
for  gmn|i^  a  iiame  to  the  diseaae.  The  noble  Earl  (Stanhope) 
bad  profrsiied  his  love  for  definitiont :  let  oi  go  to  demii- 
iions  then.  Let  us  attempt  to  aT|j;ue  th^  matter  closely. 
What  was  the  meanmg  of  aepreciatioii  ?  It  meant  a  (all  of 
price.  And  what  was  the  meaning  of  price  ?  The  liga- 
tion to  something  else.  And  when  they  say  that  there  Is  no 
depreciation,  they  say  iiotn  are  at  par ;  or,  in  other  words, 
tht*j  say  they  are  eqnal*  To  what  ?  To  gob)  and  to 
silver  f  No,  no.  Or  to  the  proTisions  that  gold  or 
silver  of  the  same  nominal  value  will  buy  f  No.  Hene 
be  observed  a  ncble  tioid  opposite  (Lord  BathoM,  we 
believe)  shake  his  head,  as  if  he  meant  to  ai]^ediis  point. 
He  had  on  a  former  evening  stated,  that  the  mcreased  price 
of  provisions  was  occasioned  by  the  increase  of  consomption 
being  greater  than  the  increnae  in  production,  and  he  said 
he  could  convince  them  of  this,  because  the  price  of  coHoii 
and  su^r  had  fallen,  iie  would  ai>k  the  noble  Secretanr  of 
State^  if  com  was  not  the  commoditv  of  all  others  the  feast 
fluctuating,  and  which  it  was  theienire  the  most  proper  to 
adopt  on  anj  estimate  of  this  nature?  Instead  of  com, 
however,  the  noUe  Lord  bad  chosen  sugar,  which  those 
who  had  any  experience  in  that  commc^ity  but  too  well 
knew  was  one  of  the  most  fluctuating.  But  the  bank-note 
was  ifot  equal  to  these  things.  It  was  equal  then  to  tbe 
legal  ooiu  i  It  was  called  so ;  but  he  would  ask  if  it  was 
equal  to  the  guinea  ?  And  here  he  could  not  help  taking 
notice  of  a  very  curious  mode  of  proving  this  equality 
adopted  by  a  noble  EnrI  (Stanhope). — He  should  go,  he 
bad  said»  with  twenty  gnineas  and  with  twenty-one  pounds 
to  a  banker  with  whom  he  bad  two  accounts,  and  he  should 
be  able  to  procure  entries  in  bis  boohs  for  2\L  par  for  both 
sums.  He  had  no  doubt  that  if  the  noUe  Eari  should  f(o 
with  such  an  intention  to  any  banker,  that  theeflects  of  tbe- 
claroour  would  be  to  occasion  these  two  entries  in  the  man* 
nrr  described  by  him  ;  bnt  his  answer  to  this  was,  that  no 
man  would  ever  think  of  going  to  a  banker  with  guineas, 
.  when  be  knew  thai  by  so  doing  he  would  be  robbed  of  one> 
fifth  of  their  value.  For  that  very  reason,  guilds  would 
never  iippear  at  all,  but  would  uniformly  be  lodged  in  the 
bands  ot  Jews  or  Foreigners*    The  noble  Earl  had  toM 
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them  that  the  bank-note  wai  equal  io  one  pound ;  but  here 
a^in  he  bad  to  ask  him  what  was  one  pound  ?    We  are 
told  that  we  are  of  such  matfriah,  that  we  cannot  com«^ 
prebend  what  is  meant  bj  an  abstraict  pound-— as  Martinns 
&Tiblenis  could  ferm  no  conception  of  an  unimeisal  Lord 
Major.     He  owned  he  had  grtet  difficulty  to  abstract  a 
Lord  Mayor  from  his  fur  gown  and  gold  chaln^'—naj,  that 
the  horse  he  saw  the  Lord  Mayor  ride  upon*  not  a  little 
disturbed  bis  iniaginalion*    In  the  matter  of  abstract  pounds 
we  were  equally  gross.    On  the  other  hand,  Ciarobo,  to 
shew  himself  of  a  more  penetrating  genius,  swore  that  he 
could  frame  a  conception  of  a  Lo^  Mayor  not  only  with- 
out  his  hearse,  gown,  and  gold  chain,  but  even  without 
ftatnre/  feature,  colour,  haods,  head,  feet,  or  any  bodr, 
which  he,  the  said  Crambo,  supposed  was  the  abstract  of  a 
Lord  Mayor.    The.  noble  Lora  had  said,  that  it  was  not 
^hi|t  could  be  touched  and  seen ;  but  that  it  was  still  a 
sound.    When  the  bank-note  contained  these  words^  ^  [' 
promise  to  pay  the  sum  of ,''  did  tliat  mean  the  bank- 
note itself?    Was  that  the  abstract  Lord  Mayor  i    Did  it 
not  rather  mean  a  certain  quantity  of  gold  and  silrer,  which 
couU  not  be  cbangol  ?    His  noble  friend  bad  said,  that 
this  was  all  sporting  abont  nothing ;  and  indeed  he  could 
hardly  conceive  such  yariance  between  them  without  also 
nipposing  some  accidental  diflference  of  terms ;  but  that  the 
noble  Lora  on  the  woolsack,  whose  acute  mind  had  foreseen 
aH  the  consrquences  of  this  measure,  should,  believing  as  he 
did,  say  that  no  evil  ezisfed,  wSs,  he  owned,  what  he  could- 
not  well  comprehend.     Whether  they  were  to  call  this  evil 
by  the  name  of  depreciation,  or  hr  that  of  a  rise  in  the  price 
of  commodities,  it  did  not  signify.    The  true  way  of  pro- 
ceeding was  first  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  evil.     He  was 
ready  indeed  to  admit,  that  the  phenomena  might  be  pro- 
duced by  a  variety  of  causes ;  but  still  he  was  |)eviuaded, 
from  what  he  had  learned  ftom  experience  and  study,  that 
the  chief  and  primary  catise  was  the  non-pa  vment  of  cash* 
'  at  the  Bank.    As  far  as  he  had  been  informed,  wherever  the 
circulation  of  paper  was  not  ccmvertible  into  cash^  the  same 
phenomena  had  uniformly  taken  place ;  the  gold  had  dis- 
appeared,  and  every  article  had  incieaaed  in  value.     And, 
on  the  other  side,  it  was  as  evident,  that  previous  to  a  sus- 
A  >             pension  of  cash  payments,  such  phenomena  never  appearetl 
before,  except  in  the  case  of  a  debased  metal,  or  fbreed 
paper  currency.    He  knew  that  the.  noble  Loitis  opposite 
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Hit  noUe  friend  (EmtI  8luihop»>  Ind  stotad  ibis  io  be  an 
aboflrinaUe'ifactrine  {  but  tbii  irai  a  quffticMi  of  fiict ;  and 
before  tfee  nobk  fiarl  had  m  viofently  atlarkcd  the  doctrine 
at  ab#miaablB9  be  unould  bare  doue  well  to  have  expUined 
what  he  meant  b^  debaisd  coin ;  because  in  bis  opinkn 
tbia  epubet  applied  ia  a  particular  manner  to  (he  Bairik 
tokens.     With  rcs(wct  to  (he  cash  payment  of  I  he  Bank,  he 
tho«p(ht  indsKi,  that  (be  only  effectnal  way  of  efiecttng  this, 
W9oUi  be  by  an  immediate  payment*    1  his  was  hb  bias  ; 
but  those  Id  whose  superior  abilities  aad  information  ho 
paid  (be  highest  defeience  bad  aMuatainedt  tliat  the  imme-» 
diale  resumption  of  payaKnis  wonld  be  attended  with  ^i^reat 
dtttcuitica.    Mow^  hoivever,  be  thought  that  the  omission 
of  every  thiftig  which  might  have  a  tendency  to' being  back 
the  cash  payments  was  culpable.    But  what  was  it,  if,  not 
onntSBt  wkb  not  taking  any  step  to  bring  about  the  reiump- 
tiun  of  psymsuii,  any  thing  should  be  done  which  should 
have  k  tfentmry  leiideoo^'T    His  noble  Friend  had  said, 
thai  there  was  notmsuflicieut  quantity  of  cash  in  the  whole 
countiry }  hut  he  wonld  ask  him  if  there  was  a  sufficient 
quant  ij^  of  cash  in  1796  ?    tie  nleaAt  to  say,  was  there  then 
sufficient*  gold  in  th^  country  •  for  the  conveiskm  of  the 
haak*paper  into  cash?    Bbt  whm  there  was  confidence  ia  - 
the  countryt  gold  was  seldoroipr  neuer  demandfd,  and  that 
arguoifttt^  tliereforp,  fell  to  the  ground.  •  Afl  he  wanted  to 
esiaUith  was,  that  gold  should  be  p^id  when  demanded,  or, 
in  olher  words,  that  paper  should  be  convertible  into  cash. . 
Ami  hne  he  couki  not  help  noticing  w  very  strange  view 
"which  bis  noble  friend,  (tarl  Stanhope)  had  taken  of  the 
public  cQfiditas,  and  thcargnmefrlarm  ad  hammem  be  had 
made  q&e  of*    He  had  sufposed,  and  here  his  Lordship 
described  most  patlieticallyv  Ib^  h^^  situatidb  of  a  man 
whose  whole  deprndaoce  was  on  the  preservation  of  the 
public  CxtAxU    But  let  us  look  a  little  t loser  to  the  com- 
passion and  hnmaiiityof  bis  Lordship.     He  said  that  it 
vras  bard-lhat.this  man  should  have  only  ten  pounds  for  his 
hundred^i  while*  the  landlord  should  continue  to  have  the 
whole  handled  ;  or,  for  bia^ Lordship  is  very  liberal  wMh* 
the.  landloidr  while  be  should  continue  to  have  his  thirty 
thousaiid  pounds.     But .  what  it  hard  I    He  is  only  paid 
bis  ten  pounds.*-^But  if  hie  Lordship  so|>ported  bank-notes, 
which  might  come  down  to  a  shillings  he  migiit  have  the 
satisfactioQ  to  see  thirty  thousand  pounds  reduced  in  value 


to  f  birtj  thousand  shillings.  Here  this  man  would  hare, 
it  is  true,  a  small  annuity  of  ninety  pounds^  and  it  was  ^x* 
tremely  bard,  if  such  a  depreciation  should  take  phce,  that 
it  would  be  so  little  as  not  to  enable  him  to  buy  the  oeoes^ 
aary  provisions ;  bat  it  rould  be  but  a  small  satisfiu:tioQ 
to  him  to  see  another  person  involved  in  the  same  distress* 
What  was  the  remedy  for  all  these  inconveniencies  i  The 
convertibility  of  paper  into  gold*  With  regard  to  anothec 
point,  the  carrying  on  of  the  present  war^  it  had.beea 
triumphstntly  observed  by  a  noble  Secretary  of  State  (Earl 
Liverpool},  tiiat  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on  the  war  on  the 
Peninsula  without  a  continuance  of  the  present  system  ;  that 
^very  man  who  wished  to  overturn  tnat  svstem,  was  an 
enemy  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  the  Pentkisula ;  and 
that  every  man  who  supported  the  system  was  friendly  to 
the  war.  He,  for  one^  thought  the  contest  in  the  Peninsula 
one  which  ought  to  be  continued  as  long  as  it  was  possible ' 
to  continue  it  consistently  with  the  safety  aitd  honour  of 
the  tountry.  We  were  oMed  on  by  every  principle'  cf 
honour  to  prosecute  the  contest;  but  though  this  was  his 
opinion,  he  could  not  subscribe  to  the  other  opinion  j  which 
he  professed  he  did  not  understand,  that  the  suspension  of 
cash  payments  was  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
If  this  was  a  necessary  part  of  our  policy^  it  would  in  itself 
constitute  an  objection  to  that  war ;  but  he  did  not  under*  ^ 
stand  how  it  could  at  all  be  understood  as  such.  He  knew 
no  way  by» which  the  keeping  up  the  depreciation  of  the 
currency  of  the  coUntrv  could  support  the  war  but  by  the 
defrauding  of  the  public  creditor.  He  could  understand 
well  enough  the  policy  of  issuing  assignats.  He  recollected 
being  told  by  one  well  versed  in  that  matter,  long  before 
the  great  depreciation,  that  they  would  serve  their  turn— - 
that  they  would  pay  their  armies  in  the  mean  time.  But 
he  would  ask^  if  this  was  what  Ministers  understood  by 
supporting  the  war  ?  Here  was  first  a  declaration  of,  I  am 
a  roost  honest  man !  and  then  a  turning  round,  and  recom- 
mencing that  system  of  legislation  which  will  make  the 
Creditor  not  worth  one  farthing.  Was  that  the  assistance 
which  was  wanted  ?  He  bad  heard  of  facilities  in  the  raising 
of  money ;  but  they  had  never  been  estplained  suflBciently 
to  him ;  and  he  could  not  but  perceive,  that  what  they 
gained  on  the  one  hand^  they  more  than  lost  on  the  other, 
bv  the  addttipnal  expence  of  these,  expeditions  to  the 
Continent.  His  Lordship  then  w^nt  into  a  plan  of  his  own. 
Vol.  HI.— 1811.  4Y 


«i  a  femedy  to  tbe  evil,  which  he  tneiiit  io  propote  in'  thm 
tmy  of  a  rider  io  Ihe  BiU.    He  andeieload  the  gmi  mtiI 
would  oomiit  ki  Ihe  eerUhi  inoonreaiencies  attradinf^  itn- 
mediale  parment ;  bilt  he  was  oooriacad  the  Baak  pvo* 
fprieton  aM  sCockholden  had  a  deer  inteiest  in  majalainiiig 
the  prawnt  stale  of  things,  and  that,  thetefore,  if  ibey  weve* 
Io  njc  a  partieuhr  prriadf  two  years  or  Icn  years  for  the 
ictuiDplioo  of  cash  payments,  U  would  be  a  mere  irutmm 
Jidmemy  and  the  same  diflBcuUiss  woukl  fhcn  remain  to  be 
got  over,  which  subsisted  at  present.    He  knew  no  way^ 
therefore,  of  efiectin^  this  object,  but  by  making  it  ibb 
Interost  of  the  Bank  tbetuselves  to  agree  to  the  resumption. 
He  wished  Io  pievent  the  Bank  from  deriving  any  profit 
from  their  issua  of  tokens  and  dolkirs.     He  (hoogbl  it  wsia 
but  fair  that  they  should  derive  no  additional  profit  froai 
that  state  of  things.     He  did  not>  however,  wish  -to  take 
from  the  Bank  the  profits  which  they  should  make,  or  to 
interfere  with  privnie  baokers  in  their  concerns ;  but  if  they 
had  been  protected  so  long  by  you,  it  was  but  fair  that  they 
shoald  not  be  permitted  to  divide  the  additional  profits 
taken  under  that  protection.    The  :|Mro vision  which  be 
meant  to  propose  then,  was  to  prevent  the  Bank  from 

Eaying  any  divklends  greater  than  a  certain  sura,  which  he 
ad  Idft  blank,  because  soipe  might  be  of  opinion  that  il 
night  be  proper  to  revert  to  the  amount  of  the  divklrads  ia 
1797,  and  others  to  those  of  a  later  period^  &c. 

Lord  Harrowby  said,  that  maoy  observations  had  been 
made  oathe  impropriety  of  producing  this  measure  also 
late  a  period  of  the  session ;  out  as  Miiiisters  were  not  the 
original  authors  of  the  Bitl,  the  censure  could  not  be  Adriy 
applied  to  them.  When  the  noble  Lord  had  first  intro- 
duced the  Bill,  although  he  had  supported  it  with  aigo* 
ments,  and  had  urged  considerations  which  were  highly 
ilescrving  of  attention,  yet  he  must  confess  he  did  not  at 
first  feel  persuad^sd  of  the  policy  df  adopting  it.  Whoi 
ioT  the  last  fourteen  years,  the  instance  of  the  noble  Lesd 
(King)  wcs  the  only  one  in  which  bank-notes  were  refused 
to  be  taken  at  tlieir  nominal  value,  he  did  not  perceive  at 
first  the  necessity  of  taking  so  serious  a  step  Ibr  the  paqme 
of  preventing  that  example  from  being  followed.  That  noUe 
Xiord^s  motive  might  be-good,*lHit  he  conceived  that  Aut 
was  a  /ear  non  icr^Ua,  ud  mUa^  which  would  lead  men  in 
general  to  decline  imitating  such  a  conduct.  Hovrever 
that  conduct  had  been  extolled  by  the  firiands  and  s«p* 
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^porters  of  that  noUe  Lord^  they  themselves  bad  been  bitberfo 
content  vHh  praisine  it*  As  to  the  question  of  deprecia**' 
tion,  hiB  agreed  in  the"  definition  giveii  by  a  noble  Lord^^' 
that  it  vms  a  fell  of  price,,  the  worn  price  being  a  retatire 
term.  He  belieyed  that  two  prices  had  not  existed  in  this 
tfbantry  prior  i»  the  recent  aiscuasions ;  and  there  was  a*' 
f^rf^ct  equality  between  gold  and  paper,  eatcept  with  a  riew' 
of  melting  or  exportation.  (Heart  hear  I)  Although  the 
Banks  of  Scotlanfd  issued' paper,  which  was  conyertible  into 
gold,  had  that  paper  risen  to  a  premium  above  that  of  the 
Bank  of  England r  It  was  not  extremely  logical,  in  his' 
judgment,  to  admit,  in  the  first  instance,  the  operation  of  a. 
Variety  of  causes  in  producing  a  depreciation  of  the  paper 
below  the  gold,  and  immediately  to  argue  on  the  assump- 
tion that  such  a  depreciation  could  arise  on^  either  from' 
excels  or  discredit.  With  respect  to  the  geneml  rise  ot 
jirices,  ti^es,  he  conceived,  must  be  allowed  to  have  a  cou«. 
siderable  efiect.  There  were  some,  which  perhaps  had  not' 
tfkat'  sort  of  tendiency^  such,  for  instance,  as  the  Income 
^x,  which  hadj  probably,  a  contrary  eflect.  The  iu- 
Cfeasing  wealth  of  the  countrv  must  have  also  greatly  con- 
duced to  the  general  rise  of  prices.  He  bela  a  table  of 
|»rices  in  his  hand,  whicb^  he  bad  reason  to  believe,  was 
^correctly  drawn  up,  and  by  which  it  appeared,  that  on  thet 
8ca\e  of  the  several  last  years,  no  r^uiar  proportion  subr 
fistied  between  the  iterations  in  the  prices  of  gold  and  of 
other  commodities.  There  was  one  part  of  the  question^ 
which  was  generallj^  admitted  to  be  m  the  highest  degree 
problematical,  and  involved  a  point  that  could  riot  be  ac« 
eurately  ascertained,  and  that  was  the  dc^^ree  in  which  t^i| 
velocity  of  circniatioir  augmented  or  diminished  the  whole 
amount  requisite  for  circulation.  So  various  and  conflict^ 
jng  indeed  we^  the  opinions  entertained)  and  particularly 
with  respect  to  tbe^remeUy,  on  the  whole  subfject,  that  it 
/Suggested  to  him  tlie  case  of  a  patient  beset  by  physicians, 
giving  the  most  opposite  prescriptions.  In  IWI,  asser* 
tbns  were  made  thatbank-notes  bad  tlieii  diepreeiated ;  no 
proof  was,  however,  addfice^ ;  find  if  the  whole  amount  of 
currency  when  it  coiyiistsd.oFgpld,  and  paper  convertible 
into  gold,  wEUt.conjipafed  writh  the  quantity  now  in  circuta* 
tion,  no  pr^umptive,  much  less  positive  proof  woqld  be' 
ihrnished  of  any  depreciation  arising  from  excess ;  and  that 
.any^  had  taken  place  from  discredit  had  not  been  aoserted 
in  any  quarts*    Their  Lordships  had  been  told  repeatedly 


718  TBB  FARtlAHBllTAAT  MVOlSTBft. 

of  the  fate  of  the  cunencies  of  other  countin,  bat  be  ooald 
not  peroriTe  the  traces  of  any  raeinblanoe  between  our  own 

gBti*in  of  finance  and  that  of  any  other  European  State. 
B  was  still  more  astonished  to  hear  such  frequent  aUaaiona 
to  the  issue  of  assij^ats  in  France,  as  if  any  points  of  com* 
parison  could  possibly  be  discovered  between  the  great  Cor- 
poration of  this  country,  circulating  notes  on  their  private 
credit  as  a  Mercantile  Company,  and  the  arbitrary,  an- 
boonded,  and  compulsoiy  operatioos  of  a  Revolutionary 
Government.  (Heart  hear  I)  In  the  year  1793,  that 
Government  issued  240,000,000  in  assignats,  which  in  a 
•ubsequent  yrar  was  increased  to  800,000,000.  This  was 
indeed  excess ;  but  if  the  endeavours  that  were  made  to 
inculcate  on  the  minds  of  the  people  a  belief  that  bank- 
notes yrcte  nothing  better  than  assignats  in  disgni8e»  the 
prophecy  might  carry  with  it  the  means  of  its  oiftk  fulfill 
ipent.  He  recollected  well  the  numerous  prophecies  that 
had 'been  made  by  many,  whose  names  he  would  not  now 
mention,  but  which  happily  furnished  examples  of  the 
grneral  failure  of  such  predictions*  It  was  stated  by  a  great 
authority,  when  the  Restriction  Bill  was  first  proposed  in 
1797,  that  if  that  measure  should  be  adopted,  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  would  ip  six  months  be  worth  nothing.     At  that 

Iierilous  and  alarming  period,  when  rebellion  extended  fma 
rr land  to  the  Nore,  that  great  measure  was  adopted  by  a 
distinguished  character,  and  he  firmly  believed  had  accom- 
plished the  salvation  of  the  country. — When  they  now  goq- 
aiderrd  that  the  war  in  the  Peninsula,  which  had  already 
proved  so  glorious  and  consoling  to  every  EngUshman, 
must  be  checked  and  paralysed  t)y  any  alteration  in  the 
financial  system,  he  hoped  and  trusted  that  the  House 
^oukl  not  be  deterre^l  from  taking  any  proceeding  necessary 
to  its  security  and  preservation. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Lauderdale  declared,  that  before  he  foU 
lowed  the  pohte  Lprd  into  hi§  argument  on  the  question  of 
depreciation «  pr  into  the  justi{:e  of  the  eulogy  which  he 
bad  thought  proper  to  propounce  upon  Ministers,  he  felt 
H  impossible  for  him  not  to  make  #ome  remarks  on  the  sen- 
timents and  deplarations  qf  the  noble  lu^d  learned  Lord  on 
the  woolsack.  When  he  considered  that  extraordinary 
speech,  and  reflected  at  the  ^pne  time  on  the  situation  and 
office  of  that  noble  iord,  he  felt  the , highest  degree  of  aito^ 
nishroent  and  alarm.  (Hear !  hear !)  The  noble  an4 
learned  Lord  )iad  begon  by  enuiiierating  the  dififerent  ipt^ei 
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of  proceeding  by  which  the  landlord  could  sue  hu  tenant, 
Tiz.  by  action  of  debt*  by  action  on  the  covenant*  oy  eject* 
ment,  and  by  distrefs.     He  scarcely  knew  what  to  think  o^ 
the  observations  which  accompanied  this  statement,  or  to 
believe  that  the  noble  Lord  had  himself  wished  to  be  under* 
stood.    Did  be  mean  jto  say,  when  he  talked  of  the  duties 
of  the  Judges,  that  they  should  dare  to  refuse  to  any  maa 
the  legal  remedy  to  which  he  was  entitled  ?    (  Hear  !  hear  I 
hear !)    Did  he  intend  to  propose  that  an  officer  should  be 
appointed  to  decide  in  court  between  notes  that  were  good 
and  others  which  were  forged,  or  to  impose  this  as  a  new 
duty  on  the  Judges  themselves? — (Hear  I  hear  I  hear  I) 
•—Did  hemean,  he  begged  to  ask*  to  counsel  the  Judges  to 
refuse  any  landlord  bis  ejectment,  under  such    circum- 
stances ?    He  did  think*  after  what  bad  passed,  that  as 
they  ha(^  tl^e  power,  it  wa^  their  duty,  to  take  the  opinions 
of  ||ie  Judges  themselves  on  this  most  monientous  and  in- 
teresting point  ?    (Hear  I)    It  would  be  worth  inquiry 
whether,  previous  to  }7d7«  the  ejectment  would  have  been 
ataval  by  a  payment  of  bank-notes.  -  If  the  doctrine  of  the 
noble  and  .leaned  Lord  this  night  were  once  established, 
bank-notes  would,  to  every  practical  purpose,  immediately 
*becorae  a  1^1  tender.     WhejThe  addressed  himself  to  the 
Qoble  and  learned   Lord  on  an  important  subject  under 
debate  in  that  House,  lie  felt  that  he  nad  a  right  to  demand 
his  attention  XLord  Eldon  appeared  to  be  in  conversation  oa 
the  woolsack).     It  had  long  been  a  principle  in  legislatioa 
to  avoid  every  thing  approaching  to  the  nature  or  character 
of  an  fix^ppst'facto  Taw-  Now  tl£  Bill  before  the  House  wa^ 
utterly  and  entirely  retrospective  in  its  operation*  affecting 
all  past  contracts,  but  not  interfering  with*  future*    He 
^ould  remind  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  of  those  judicial- 
opinions  which  he  had  often  uttered*  and  more  particularly 
in  a  recent  case*  and  desire  him  to  reconcile  them. with  the 
doctrines  which  he  had  that  night  promulgated.    When  he 
was  so  scrupulous  of  permitting  the  smallest  abatement  in 
these  instances  of  the  spirit  of  old  contracts,  how  could  he 
iairly  or  equitably  conceive  that  it  was  the  duty  of  his  noble 
friend  quietly  to  put  up  with  an  annual  loss  of  seventeen 
per  cent,  or  express  his  horror  at  the  conduct  which  his 
noble  friend  h^il  thought  proper  to  pursue  ?    The  noble 
Secretary  of  State  had  moved  that  Ireland  be  exempted  fronii 
t^e  operation  of  the  Bill,  on  the  Strang  ground  that  twQ 
prices  hud  prevail^  there  from  time  imniemorial. — Sup^ 
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pomng  Hits  ti»  bft  what  ^  evideotlj  wah  not,  a  oomec^ 
statemont,  Ireland  had  coiMiniied  to  flourish  and  ifflprove 
with  uiiexampted  rapiditjuiidfrthoieciffcumstaDefs,  which, 
were  apprehended  to  be  certain  of  producin;^  calamity  to. 
this   country*     But  till  1797,   paper  was  cooTertible  in 
Ireland  9  and  therefore  till  that  period  two  prices  could  not 
hare  existed.    (Htari  kearl)    ItwastooafltmopceRaaoOy 
that  becaude  (he  practice  of  extortion  among'  landionk  had 
long  prevailed  in  Ireland,  that  therefore  it  shoald  be  saflfeted 
4o  continue,  and  a  roeasore  formed  on  the  principle  of 

Cerentinfr  it  in  this  part  of  the  empire  be  withlidd  ftmn 
r.  Renllj  this  looked  something  like  ignorance  on  Cbo 
part  of  Ministers.  [i#  cry  of  hear  I  hear  i  from  the  Mi^ 
mistmai  bench.']  He  was  not  surprised  that  nsea,  who  had 
openly  confessed  themselves  nninfomed  upon  one  of  tbo 
soost  important  and  interesting  parts  of  political  science^ 
should  be  desirous  of  running  clown  those  who  iiad  devoted 
a  great  part  of  their  Ktcs  to  its  cultiration.  The  noble 
Lord  who  spoke  last  had  said  that  many  articles  had  fidlea 
in  value,  and  that  sugar  was  to  be  purchased  for  kss  of 
in  nominal  value,  than  it  formerly  was  of  gold.  But 
he  not  believe,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  gold  was  now 
ofTemi  for  sugar,  the  difierence  would  not  be  yet  more  ap- 
parent? Fricf*,  which  was  relative  yalue,  was  certainly 
not  to  be  estimated  by  a  comparison  of  any  twr  oommo% 
dities ;  but  where  one  oommodity  was  altered  m  price  in  an 
tfqual  proportion  to  two  others,  the  presumption  was,  that  it 
was  depreciated ;  and  if  it  had  fallen  with  rsspect  to  tho 
general  sum  of  commodities,  the  proof  became  positive  that 
it  was  so  depreciated. 

Ijord  Mofion  stated,  that  in  the  grsat  northern  Toad 
Aom  Darlington  to  Edinburrii,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  extent,  there  was  no  difierence  made  between  Bank  oi 
England  notes  and  Scotch  notes  ;  if  therefore,  as  had  been 
stated,  Scotch  notes  were  at  par,  it  followed  that  >here  at 
least  Bank  of  England  paper  nad  not  depreciated. 

Lord  Liverpool^  supported  the  Bill.  The  aigumente 
whicii  bad  been  urged  against  tlie  present  Bill,  were  rathef 
directed  against  the  whole  system  of  the  finance  of  the 
country  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  than  against  the  roeasora 
4hen  immediately  before  them,  though  they  were  two  qnes^ 
tions  which,  he  contended,  were  independent  of  each  other^ 
as,  did  be  even  disapprove  of  that  system,  he  should  yet 


did  he 
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fisel  it  fais  dut^  to  support  that  Bill,    He  looked  upon  itii^ 

a  measQte  of  justice  to  a^ieat  portion  of  the  people  of  this 

countrj/    The  noble  Lordtfarai  went  into  the  question  of 

depreciation  of  our^paper  currency.     He  did  not  think  tliat 

depreciation  had  been  Ciilly  made  out,    rHe  thought,  on  the 

contrary)  that  if  they  compared  the  state  of  the  currencir 

ivitb  the  general  ayeraffe^of  the  prices  of  our  great  staple 

commodities,  that  such  comparison  would  afford  a  proof 

that  no  depreciation  had  taken  place  in  the  articles  of  home 

growth,  no  rise  had  taken  place  with  respect  to  some,  others 

Sad  falleO)  and  most  remained  stationary.     He  instanced 

the  wooU  iron,  4X)pper,  and  lead,  as  articles  the  prices  of 

which  had  fallen.    He  argued  further,  that  the  extensi^pe 

issue  of^Bank  paper  had  bSsn  quite  within'the  fair  propor* 

tion  of  the  revenue,  which  was  between  seventy  and  eighty 

IniUions,  while  the  issue  of  the  Bank  in  papet  had  not  exr 

ceeded  twenty«three.miUions-*if  their  present  system  was  to 

be  broken  up>  they  must  begin  as  the  very  first.step  to  recall ' 

their  armies  from  Spain  and  Sicily,  arid  retrench  all  the 

military  efforts  of  the  country  throughout  the  world. 

Earl  Grey  began  by  adverting  to  the  doubts  that  seemed 
to  prevail  respecting  the  nature  and  limits  of  the  legal 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  upon  the  woolsack  had  i^ot^  in  his  mind,  suc- 
ceeded at  all  in  removing  those  doubts.  If  the  landholder 
could  not  distress  his  tenant  after  this  Bill,  were  not  the 
other  ways  of  legal  euforcemerit  of  rent  open  to  the  land- 
lord to  resort  to  ?  Did  not  the  Bill  leave  the  landlord  all  the 
powers  unimpaired  he  before  had  of  enforcing  bis  rent,  save 
that  of  distress  f  If  a  tenant  be  (aken  in  execution  for  non- 
payment of  rent,  how  does  this  Bill  enable  him  to  stay  that 
execution  ?  If  this  measure  be  adopted,  they  could  not 
^possibly  stop  there.  (Hear  I)  ^1  hey  must  go  on  and  make 
bank-Botes  a  legal  tender,  and  enforce  them  as  such.  And 
bow  was  a  scheme  of  this  sort  different  from  that  of  the 
"French  assignats  i  Was  *  it  not  in  both  cases  forcing  a 
paper  circulation  ?  But  the  most  unaccountable  provision 
of  the  Bill  was  perhaps  that  which  excluded  its  operation 
from  Ireland — (Hear\) — a  country  where  payments  in 
specie  are  exacted  by  different  landlords,  particularly 
towards  the  Ngrth'of  Ireland,  every  day;  and  there, 
'where the  practice  which  the  Bill  was  intended  to  put  a  stop 
to  was  most  frequent,  to  that  country  it  was  proposed  (hat 
this  fiiU  should  not  extend.— -In  adverting  to  the  question 
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of  dqireciatioDy  he  confioBcd  that  ke  was  more  surprised  nt 
the  mode  in  which  the  noble  Ebrd  took  to  prote  that 
there  was  no  depreciation,  than  he  was  of  the  opinions  of 
the  noble  Lord  upon  that  subject.     The  yery  chcapiftn  of 
the  articles  specified  by  the  nolde  Lord  were  proois,  rather 
of  the  mischicTous  effects  of  the  orders  in  council,  which 
had  cut  up  our  trade  by  the  root,  than  of  the  paper  car- 
lency  not  naving  degenerated.    In  concluding,  he  begged 
leare  to  set  the  noble  Earl  right,  who  had  fiillen  into  a 
mistake  in  supposing  that  he  (Lord  Grey)  had  retracted 
his  opinions  respecting  the  policy  of  the  war  in  the  Penin- 
sula.    What  be  hM  said  was,  that  the  successes  had  beea 
greater  than  he  had  expected ;  but  even  at  the  time  that  he 
acknowledged  thb,  he  begged  to  be  dearly  onderstood  as 
not  retracting  or  qualifying  any  of  bis  opinions  respecting 
the  impolicy  of  successfully  coping  with  France  single^ 
handed,  i»the  means  of  a  great  military  establishment* 
The  House  then  dirided  on  the  original  qu^on. 

For  the  third  reading        -        *        -        43 
Against  it  •       •       .       •        16 

Majority  -        -  -       27 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  pased. 
Adjourned  at  half-pasi  two. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JCTLT  9* 
COMMISSION. 

The  Royal  Assent  was  giren  by  Commission  to  the 
"Westminster  Hustings  Bill,  the  English  Insolvent  Debtors 
Bill,  and  a  Road  Bill.  The  Commis<^ioners  were  the  Loid 
Chancellor,  Earl  Camden,  and  Lord  Walsingham. 

THE   king's   health. 

Earl  Camden  presented  the  Report  of  the  Queen's 
Council  on  the  state  of  his  Mujesty^s  health,  pursuant  to 
the  Address  of  the  Flouie  to  his  royal  highness  the  Frince 
Regent. 

Adjourned. 
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HOtJSE  OF  fCOMMONS* 

GUIl^EAft  AX¥JDTBAMK>NOTE   BILL, 

A  memge  from  the  L6rds  mfbroned  the  House,  tliat  (heir 
Lordships  hatl  passed'  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  gtvin^  inorp  fdr 
ffuineas  than  twenty-ope  shillings,  or  less' fot  bank-notes 
Iban  the  sums  expressed  in  them  ;  in  which  they  desired  the 
Wncwrrence  of  that  House.  .  • 

The-GhaiictUoT  of  the  Sidequer  then  rose,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Ynbving  that  the  Bfll  l>e  now  read  a  first  time ;  and 
trusted '^e  shbold  meet  the  induYgence  of  the  House,  in 
'istating  ibe  nature  of  the  measure,  and  the  circiimstancds 
whidi  rendered  it  necessary  to  pass  the  Bill,  even  at  this 
late  period  of  the  Session, -and  when  the. attendance  must 
oecessarHybe  much  less  numerous  than  could  be  desired 
tipon  the  discussion  oF  such  a  ciitiesttdn,  'He  hfld  to  regret 
that  it  sh'duld  have  so  happened  that  a  measure  of  this 
description  should  be  brought  before  Parliament  at  a  time 
whett  so  ifaany  of  those  gentlemep  who  t^ere  wojit  to  take  a 
fihare  in  the  discussidn  off  stich  questions  had  left  tpvfii. 
3ut  when  be  considered  the  circnmstaiices,  not  alone  which 
called  for  the  measure  in  the  first  instance,  but  which  at^ 
tended  its  progHess  through  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
be  felt  thnt  it  Would  not  be  to  perfi>rm  bis  duty  by  tliat 
House  and  by  the  public  if.be  did  not  press  this  measure 
forward,  for  the  purpose  of  averting  those  evils  whicU 
otherwise  might  accrue  to  the  public,  before  Parliament  . 
should  separate.  When  first  this  measure  was  introduced 
into  the  other  House,  from  a  persuasion  that'  ^t  was  im^ 
politic  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  without  the  existence 
of  a  permanent  necessity  for  so  doing,  he  would  ow;i  that 
be  bad  felt  extremely  averse,  however  he  might  have  ap« 
proved  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill»-  that  it  should  pass  into 
a  law.'  He' Was  besides  of  opinion,  that  the  circumstance 
^hlch^vierlseto  the  introduction  of  the  mieas^rp  Into  thd 
other  House— a  circurostahce  within  his  own  knowledge 
somodalys  before  it  had  Wii  faoticed  elsewher^i^ululdnot 
have  produced  the  mWnief  apprehended,  nor  cons^qtientf^ 
rendered  thp  present  meaoiikTe  actually  necessary.,  W  hen  h/d 
stated  that'fae  did  not  thinlt  the  Bill  at  first  necessarv,  her 
not  mean  to  say^  thai  it  was  becausb  be'  did  Ml  think' 
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that  the  noble  Lord  whoie  conduct  gave  rise  to  the  memaiatm 
wonM  noli  act  upon  (he  principlei  be  had  avowed ;  bttt 
because  be  did  not  think,  that,  whatever  difiinentapimofis 
nt^ht  he  entertained    upon  the  ballioa  qoeittoa,   tach 
countenance,  encoon^rementf  and  support  would  he  given 
to  the  conduct  of  that  noble  Lord  (Kinjr)  as  wofdd  reader 
it  likdy  to  be  extensively  imitated.     It  was  on  that  gnamd 
only  that  he  considered  ParUanientary  interfaenoe 
sary  ;  fedintf  at  the  same  time  a  conviction^  that  all 
UKlividuals  for  whom  that  noble  Lord  entertained  esli 
and  respect  would*  both   by  public  reoommfliidation  audi 
private  advice,  have  di^uadbd  him  from  perseYering  In  the 
course  which  he  had  coromeoced.    In  such  a  case^  he 
thonght  that  the  noUe  Lord,  however  be  m^bt  be  im^ 
iwessed  with  a  conviction  on  his  own  mind  that  be  had  an 
indisputable  right  to  act  upon  the  principle  hehadasKrted, 
would  have  c&sist^  from  urging  it,  more  particularlj 
when  he  should  find  that  his  conduct  had  no  preoedeot, 
except  in  the  practice  of  Jew  pedlan  and  smugglers. 
(Hear !  kear  \)    He  would  repeat  the  assertion,  that  the 
principle  upon  which  the  noble  Loed  proposed  to  act  had 
no  precedent  for  the  last  iburteen  vears,  during  which  the 
Bank  Restriction  Act  had  been  in  roroe,  but  in  the  pmciices 
of  the  description  of  perKms  to  whom  he  liad  alloded. 
"With  this  feeling,  therefore,  he  was  satisfied,  that  I  he  noble 
Lord,  on  referring  to  the  course  he  was  punuing,  would 
bave  abandoned  it ;  but  at  all  events,  that  though  the  mis» 
chief  resulting  from  that  course  being  followed,  might 
extend  to  the  cases  of  some  other  individuals,  it  would  not 
have  swelled  to  such  a  size  as  to  call  for  such  a  measave  as 
that^  before  the  House,  or  require  the  interferoice  of  the 
Legislature.     But  when  he  found,  on  the  contrary^  that 
the  noble  Lord  was  determined  to  persevere,  and  that  those 
who  themselves  neither  proposed  nor  intended  to  do  any 
such  thing,  not  only  defended  and  justified,  but  applauded 
and  panegyrised  tlie  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord— when  he 
ibund  that  so  many  individuals  of  gr^t  authority  and  ibU 
lowing  in  the  country—individuals  who  claimed  for  them- 
selves and  their  friends  a  monopoly  ofall  the  virtue,  .takal^ 
abilities,  and  statesfnan-lik^  qualifies  .in  the  nation— fra^. 
the  weight  of  their  sanction  to  such  conduct,  he  oooU  no 
longer  think  that  the  interference  of  Ps^rlbnient  was  not 
absolutely  necessary.    As  .at  first  he  supposed,  ffom  the 
opinion  that  the  example  would  not  be  tUlowed  to  aay 
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great  extait,  that  leglshtive  interposition  was  not  tieoes* 
0aiy ;  so,  when  he  discovered  that  the  principle  was  sane* 
Ikmed  and'tipheld  in  such  a  manner^  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  alter  his  previous  opinion,  which  was  founded  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  conduct  of  the  noUe  Lord  would  not  ^ 
ke  so  supported,  and  to  concur  in  The  passing  of  this 
Eiewnre*  He  thought  it  right  on  that  occasion  to  stsijfi 
distinctlv,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  qu^tion  the  motives 
upon  which  that  noble  Lord  acted.  It  was  undoubtt^lj; 
competent' to  any  individual  to  insist  upon  any  right  to' 
which  by  law  he  may  be  entitled  ;  but  if  from  the  assertion 
ef  such  a  risrht,  or  from  the  probability  of  the  example 
being  generally  followed,  much  and  serious  mischief  were 
likely  to  aq^^rue  to  the  public,  Parliament,  he  was  prepared 
to  contend,  Was  bound  to  interfere.  But  whilst  he  dis« 
claimed  any  intention  to  call  in  question  the  noble  LordV 
motives,  he  must  say,  that  he  could  not  conceive  any  ques* 
tipn  wfaich,  if  extended  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  concerns 
of  the  individual,  could  be  attended  with  more  peril  to  the 
country  at  large  than  this  question.  That,  then,  being  hia 
opinion,  it  became  his  duty  to  call  upon  the  Legislature  to 
interfere,  and  prevent  all  that  mischief  to  which  the  ex* 
ample  of  the  noble  Lord  was  likely  to  lead.  He  was  aware 
that  charges  had  been  made  against  Ministers  of  weakness, 
and  a  want  of  wise  counsels,  in  having,  in  the  fint  instance, 
determined  to  resist  this  measure,  and  atlerwards  coming 
forward  in  its  support*  He  had  already  put  the  House  in 
possession  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  and  his  colleagues 
had  resolved  to  oppose  the  measure,  as  also  the  reasons 
which  induced  them  to  change  that  determination,  and 
adopt  the  Bill.  For  himself,  he  was  ready  to  declare,  that 
if  the  same  circumstances  were  to  occur  over  W&in,  his 
oonduet  should  be  precisely  what  it  had  been.  He  could 
not  conceive  upon  what  grounds  those  who  had  supported 
Mr.  Pitt  in  the  Bank  Restriction  Act,  which  was  intended 
to  lemedy  the  same  inconvenience  that  this  measure  was 
intended  to  avert,  could  bring  themselves  to  oppose  this 
BUI.  Neither  could  he  have  expected,  that  those  who  had 
opposed  the  Bank  restriction,  and  upon  the  ground  that  it 
wowld  go  to  establish  two  prices,  could  possibly  have  ob- 
jected to  this  measure,  the  object  of  which  was  to. prevent 
the  establishment  of  those  two  prices ;  which  must  be  the 
consequence,  if  the  example  of  the  noble  Lord  were  to  be 
genemily.  followed.    When,  therefore,  he  became  sensiblo* 
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of  the  Beoenity  of  tome  measare  to  preveat  the  impendi 
mucbief,  he  felt  it  to  be  h'w  duty  to  submit  to  that  Hon 
a  propoeitioA  for  the  adoption  of  the  Bill  then  on  the  table. 
It  appeared  Hi  him  impossible  that  any  one  could  oppose  this 
aieasure,  nprcially  after  the  debates  which,  inn  preceding 

Eft  the  8et»ion,  bad  taken  place  upon  the  subject  of  the 
illion  Report.    It  wasscarcely  necessary  for  him  to  remiad 
the  Houie,  tliat  those  who  differed  most  strongly  from  him 
00  the  propoiiitionh  then  under  discussion,  had  declared  it  as 
their  opinion,  that,  instead  of  six  months  after  the  defi« 
nitive  treaty  of  peace,  cash*payments  should  be  resumed  at 
the  end  of  two  years.    (Noy  obscrud  Mr.  limtcy  acra$M 
the  table.)    I'he  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman^  he  was  awan^ 
had  voted  afrainst  that  Resolution  ;  but  he  must  still  inst^C^ 
that  those  who  ^ve  the  stronirest  opposition  to  the  views 
entertained  by  himself  and  his  friends  upon  the  subject,  and 
for  this  be  miicht  refer  to  the  honourable  and  learned  f^tle- 
man  who  took  so  large  a  share  in  the  whole  proceedings, 
and  had  also  been  Chairman  of  the  Committee  (Mr.  Homer), 
had  contended  for  the  renu>val  of  the  restrictbn  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  and  not  before.     Could  that  honourable  aod 
learned  ^ntleman,  then,  who  had  supported  such  a  propo* 
sition,  oppose  this  Bill  consistently  with  his  own  principle  I 
CouUl  he  suffer  the  tenants  of  the  country^  and  the  stock- 
holder»  to  remain  for  two  years  in  the  situation  in  which 
the  general  imitation  of  the  example  of  the  noble  Lotd 
would  pluoe  them,  without  the  adoption  of  some  measnie 
of  u  legislative  nature  for  their  protection  ?     Any  honourable 
Member  who  had  voted  for  the  resumption  of  cash-pay* 
roents  at  the  end  of  two  years  was  bound  in  consistency  to 
support  this  Bill.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Tierncy),  it  was  true,  had  voted  against  the  Resolution  for 
taking  otf  the  Bank  Restriction  only  at  the  end  of  two 
years;  but  he  had  not  understood  that  right  honourable 
gentleman,  or  any  other  honourable  gentleman,  to  contend 
that  the  Bank  Restriction  ought  to  be  taken  off  immediately. 
It  had,  indeed,  been  sai<l  in  other  places,  aod  upon  high 
and   respectable  authority^  tha4  there  was  abundance  of 
gold  in  the  country  ;  and  that  consequently  it  VfouM  be 
easy  at  an;^  time  for  the  Bank  to  resume  cash*payments« 
That  opinion,  he  was  aware,  hod  been  declarea  ;  but  ho 
was  at  a  lo^s  to  know' upon  what   grounds  it  had  been 
fvunJc'd.    lor  the  reverse  of  that  opinion,  as  the  real  state 
of  the  case^  he  might  refer  gentlemen  to  the  authoritjr  of  ail 
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those  who  had  the  best  opportunities  of  knowing  the  fact, 
and  wboae  opinions  ought  to  hare,  as  they  always  miist 
have,  the  fcnost  weight  upon  questions  o(  this  description. 
However,  then,  ihoie  individuals  who  claimed  for  thera* 
^Ives  all  the  abilities  and  talents  of  thc.nation-i^who  looked 
down  upon  thoas  who  were  not  t)repared  to  bend  the  knee 
to  their  superior  pretensions,  nor  to  do  homage  to  their 
talents,  and  idolise  their  transcendent  abilities—however 
such  individuals,  even  with  their  eminent  parts  an;!  qnali- 
•fications>  may  be  disposed  to  maintain  the  opinion,  he  must 
contend,  that  there  was  no  foundation  whatever  for  the 
assertion  that  gold  was  as  abundant  in  this  country  at  this 
moment  as  at  any  former  period.  But  though  this  opinion 
might  be  urged,  and  that  the  Sank  of  England  might  pay 
in  specie,  still  as  long  as  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  Legts* 
lature  to  continue  the  restriction  on  the  Bank,  they  were 
bound  injustice  to  afford  protection  to  the  public  creditor. 
Whilst,  tlierefore,  the  public  creditor  was  compelled  to 
receive  his  dividend  in  paper,  it  would  be  extreme  injustice 
to  suffer  any  other  clask  of  subjects  to  receive  payment  in 
another  shape.  To  illustrate  this  opinion,  he  would  sup- 
pose a  man  to  have  6,000^.  in  the  three  per  cents.  h\:i 
dividends  on  which  woul(J  be  300/.  a  year»  and  also  to  rent 
a  house  at  300/.  per  annum  ;  and  he  must  contend,  that  it 
would  be  a  most  gross  oppression  to  compel  such  a  man  to 
receive  his  dividends  in  notes,  and  to  pay  his  rent  in  another 
form  of  currency  at  Much  a  loss  «as  he  must  sustain  in  pre 
caring  it.  The  measare  then  under  consideration  might,  he 
was  ready  to  admits  not  sustain  itself.  (Hear !)  The  thing 
was  extremely  possible.  Upon  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
of  1797,  bank-paper  had  not  been  made  a  legal  tender,  only 
because  it  was  not  necessary.  Until  such  necessity  should, 
be  manifest,  he  thought  it  better  to  le^vc  the  present  mea- 
sure as  it  was :  but  he  would  not  deny,  that  it  was  very 
possible  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  make  paper  a  legal 
tender.  This  was  the  opinion  of  all  those  who  were  con- 
cerned in  the  measure  of  17.^7,  and  who  contemplated 
the  subject.  He  had  learned  from  the  facility  of  access  to 
,  those  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  Btr.  Pitt's  views 
upon  the  subject,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  doubts  wiiether  pap(*r 
ought,  not  to  have  been  made  a  legal  tender ;  and  it  wxs 
only  in  consequenoe  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  bankers  and 
merchants  to  take  paper  at  par,  that  he  had  declined  doinic 
69  as  unnecessary.     He  believed  it  would  be  rO(Deml)CQed  by 
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an  hononmble  Mc'mber  (hen  in  his  place  (Mr.  Aldermam 
Conilir),  that  hr  had  ptit  a  question,  wlielber)  when  making 
paprra  hca\  tender  between  the  Go  vernnKnl  and  the  pRblic 
creditor,  it  was  also  his  intention  to  make  il  a  iqral  tender 
ixivroen  individuals.     Mr.  Pitt  decline]  giving  anj  aoswer, 
and  requested  a  delay  until  the  Report  should  be  made  bjr 
the  Comniittee  on  the  credit  of  the  Bank*     Mr.  Fox  after- 
ward  pre.-i>rd  the  question  i  and  then,  whether  the  nieasBfe 
would  not  lead  to  it?    To  all  which  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  tbai 
he  had  no  opinion  on  the  subject     Now  certainly^  if  be 
had  a  dccideil  opinion  that  bank-paper  was  in  no  circuni* 
.stances  to  be  made  a  legal  tender,  he  could  not  have  said 
that  he  bad  no  opinion  on  the  subject.     Mr.  Pitt,  unwilling 
to  doirmutize,  or  unnecessarily  to  agitate  a  questtoo  so  ui« 
tricate  and  difficult,  took  the  proper  course  upon  iheocca* 
hion,  in  not  i;oin^  farther  than  the  necessity  of  the 
required.     iVnother  honourable  Member,  who  was  no 
authority  v|>f)n  such  a  question,  also  had  said,  that  it 
impossible  if  the  Bank  Restriction  should   pass,  to  slop 
2>Iiurt  of  making);'  paper  a  l^al  tender.     All  this  tended  to 
NJiew  that  the  measure  ot  makine  bank-notes  a  legal  tender 
])<id  been  in  contemplation  ever  smce  the  passing  the  Act  oC 
17i)7.    That  bt  inir  the  case,  he  could  not  see  the  grottods 
upon  which  those  who  supi>orted  this  measure  were  said  lo 
be  following  the  example  of  France,  or  why  bank-iiolei 
were  compared   to  assignats,   and  the  otter  mio  of  the 
country  predicted  as  the  consequence.     He  contemplated 
the  neccsbity  of  legislating  upon  this  subject  with  r^vet; 
and  he  hope<l  that  the  odium  attaching  to  the  conduct  which 
^nve  rise  to  this  Bill,  would  prevent  others  from  following 
the  example,  and  that  theielore  thb  measure  alone  would 
beMdhcient.    1  he  House,  however,  would  derive,  amidst 
these  <rloomy  predictions,  consolation  from  the  reflectioo^ 
tlijit  il  was  impossible  for  these  opinions  to  be  more  strongly 
urged  now  than  they  had  been  in  1797*     The  danger  of  the 
nicusnre  was  then  as  forcibly  put  as  it  could  be  at  present, 
iis  it  w;is  snid  that  an  invasion  of  the  country  with  such  a 
Uyicv  as  the  enemy  minrht  be  able  to  bring  over,  would  not 
be  M)  crent  a  calamity  as  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill.     We 
Mere  ^aid  to  be  then,  not  on  the  verfi:e,  but  on  the  gulpii 
of  ruin.     Still  the  country  had  survived  these  dangers,  and 
with  (I  much  ^eater  measure  of  internal  prosperity  and  et- 
terniil  btreniErih  than  it  possessed  at  any  former  period.     He 
uas  ^urpTibcd  that  bank-notes  should  be  compared  to  a&» 


signals,  uiifetf  it  were  inlended  to  cicftte  the  «¥il  that  was 
depreclrted.  Could  there  be  any  retemblance  betweeo  - 
bank-notea  and  osfignats?  Within  the  fourteen  years 
since  the  Bank .  Flestriction,  an.  increase  of  IS^OOOfiOM^ 
only-  had  taVer\  place  in  the  issueof  Bank  of  Rn^laad  notes^ 
to  supply  tjfie  specie  wit4i.1rawn  from  circulation.  The 
isstt^  of  assi^nats  in  the  first  year  in  Fraoce,  wa^  t^irelvo 
hundred  mitlion^^f  Uvres,  equal  to  fifty  mil lioi|« sterling; 
ie  tbe  second  year  it  ^?a  eis^hteen  hundred  million^,  equal 
to  6eventy*five  millions  sterling ;  and  at  the  end  of  'fiw 
yearsi  the  issue  was  equal  to  one  thousand  mUli9rt9  at^Hing. 
This  had  bew'tht  state  of  France ;  and  yet  it  wasr  ^id^'that 
our  situation^  when  the  issue  of  baok-notea  wns  opt.  Qieie 
than  one-thiixl  of  our  aupuai  taxes,  was  like  that  of  France, 
where  the  issue  of  assignats  was  equal  to  double  the  amount 
of  the  capital  0f  our  ntitional  debt*  There  waa  nolt^  he 
imist  contend,  the  least  similarity  between  tbetwocasea^ 
and  tlierefore  h*  i«Nis. persuaded,  thfvt  none  of  thoaa^  dangers 
which  had  been^  pathetically  described  by  thosd  who  took 
this,  view  of  the  question  were  to  be  apprebeudled^  He  had 
tbott|S;ht  it  bis  dMty  to  open  (hps  at  K&igtb  the  naKw^  of  the 
measare  whickhf^cl  come  dow^i  fro«9  the  other  Ho^lP.  It 
now  remained  for  him  tp  state  what  were  the  pr^^visions  it 
contained.  The  two  first  clauses  contained  a  st^t^ment  of 
the  law,  that  gold. coin  should  not  piUis  for  mor^* than  its 
denominated  value,  nor  banknotes  for  less  than,  the  sums 
expressed  in  tliern.,  The  tliird  clause  related  to  distnn^,  and 
was  intended  Co  give  to  the  property  of  the  tenant  the, same 
exemption  frota  seizure  .upon  tendering  bank*notesf  which 
^vas  enjoyed  in  freedom  from  arre^  by  the  debtor  a  penion^ 
This  clause  bad  been  proposed  in  the  Bank  Restriction 
Bill^  and  was  afterwarils  pressed  by  Mr.  WilberforpeBird, 
and  o*pposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  supported  by  Mr.  jRox,  but 
vejected  by  the  House  as  not  necessary*  What  had  siu^ 
happened  sliewed  that  it  was  necessary,  ami  i  hcrefore  it  was 
nUroduced  into  the  IMll  before  the  Hqusc.  It  was  not 
(bought  necessary  to  extend  the  Bill  to  Ireh^nd,^  because  the 
practice  that  calKnl  for  it,  though  ne>v  in  this  coujitry,  was 
uot  new  in  Irdand,  whi*re  it  had  existed  l>efore  the  Bi^k 
Restriction  Bill  had  p-d&sed  at  all.  At  this  period  of  tha 
Session,  it  was  better  lo  pass  the  Bill  in  its  pjro»*tit  formi 
and  if  necessary  extend  it  in  another  Session.  The  time 
to  which  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the  Bill  was  caktilati^l 
|o  bring  tbo  discussioa on  at  au  parly  period  of  ne^t  Seasion. 
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He  vtm  AWfire  (hat  an  objection  would  be  made  to  ibe  infefw 

frrfnceoflltc  Leirislatutry  in  contracto  Iietvreen  indiridoaJa  ; 
and  undoubtedly  that  was  object iofiable :  but  such  inters 
ferenee  had  taken  plare  in   1797,  when  Partiatnent  took 
awnjr'At^  the  creditor  Ihe  raoat  ftpfedy  way  of  recovering 
f  he  <lebttt  due  to  h  im  by  arrest.     He  hoped  the  House  wookl 
feel  ft  necessary  to  extend  its  protection  to  the  JiUpient 
ela^M^  who  would  lie  relieved  by  this  Bill,  and  tberefbre 
should' ifbiiclude  by  itiomg,  that  it  be  now  read  a  first 
time.  •'  •  '  ' 

On  tbe  qtieMlon  beine  pnt, 

Mr.  Jbetrromhf  sai<l,  that  aItbou|rh  it  wasnnusuftl  fa 
etit^  ifttich  at  large  into  any  discussion  upoa  the  first  read-' 
in^'^f  n'  Bill,  yet  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad 
pWn  M>  ample  a  statement,  am!  as  he  wa^  desirous  of  learw 
in^  the*  debate  on  the  usual  stnee,  the  secomi  readins^,  to  htf 
homntrtfMe  friends,  who  Woukf  enter  fully  into  the  question, 
ho  Iftisffd  4ie  might  be  ^rmitted  to  mbkea  few  observations 
in  the  ptriimt  instance.    The  right  hononrable  gentleman, 
in  support  of  a  BUI  which  he  could  only  consider  in  itself  as 
a  Bill  cMYiYig  on  that  House  to  be  a  p^rty  in  committing  a 
grosn  fHiml  upon  the  public;  as  a  Bill,  threatening  in  its 
ronM^quc^nccs  ruin  to  thfe  established  forms  and  institutions  of 
the  country;  set  out  wi(h  an  attack  on  the  conduct  of  a 
noble  f  jord  whom  he  was  pmnd  to  call  hia  noble  friend,  be- 
cnnse  he  knew  his  private  worth,  and  his  incapacity  to  dat 
any  thing  inconsistent  with  public  virtue.    He  begged kare 
to  ask  the  right  honourable  gentleman  whether,  More  lie 
heard  of  the  intention  of  the  noble  Lord,  he  was  ignorant 
that  bank-notes  were  depreciated  20  per  cent?  and,  if  ke 
was  not  thus  ignorant*  what  ought  the  House  to  think  of  a 
Minister,  who,  perfectly  sensibte  of  what  it  was  the  interest 
of  the  land'owner  to  do,  could  have  intended  Parliament  to 
to  separate  on  the  supposition  that  the  hnd-owner  wonld 
not  choose  to  prosecute  his  evident  interest,  and  his  le^ 
riglit  i    (Hear]  hearl)    Was  be  ignorant  of  the  law,  and 
did  he  presume  that  by  virtue  of  his  office,  he  coold  opprev 
and  intimidate  any  individual,  who,  during  the  reoesSi  raigU 
venture  to  act  upon  that  interest?    (Hearl  hearl)    Scui* 
ble  that  such  conduct  in  individuals  afforded  a  contiadidion 
to  all  their  arguments,  which  was  plain  and  palpable  to  the 
understandings  and  business  of  all  men,  they  seemed  to  have 
relied  on  their  own  discretionary  powers,  greater  than  the 
law  itjiclf,  to  put  down  and  extinguish  every  such  attempt 
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among^  individuab.  Now,  indeed,  when  this  design  could 
be  no  longer  entertained,  the  Minister  came  down  to  the 
House  with  a  proposition  for  violating  at  once  all  subsisting 
contracts  made  anteo^ent  to  the  depreciation,  and  tp  alter 
the  whole  system  of  our  law  for  the  preservation  of  4he 
Talue  of  property.  He  was  willing  to  do  justice  to  the  can- 
dour of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  certainly  had 
this  night,  wiUi  a  singular  franlcness,  professed  his  conrer- 
sion  to  the  code  of  Robespierre.  {Hear !)  It  was  now  no 
longer  a  secret,  that  in  the  opinion  of  his  Majesty's  Goyem- 
ment,  bank-notes  might  eventually  become  a  legal  tender, 
as  they  would  by  this  Bill  immediately  become  a  legal  equi- 
valent.. What  inducement  any  longer  existed  upon  the 
Bank  to  restrain  its  issues?  They  now  saw  that  Parliament 
,  was  pledged  to  support  them,  and  that  the  law  might  soon 
protect  them  in  any  extent  of  issue.  (Hear !  hear  !)  The 
right  hoDOumble  gentleman  seemed  to  think  it  strange  that 
men  should  defend  their  property ;  but  such  a  defence, 
when  aided  by  the  sanction  of  the  law,  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  be  mean,  or  unworthv  of  any  person,  more  especially 
if  that  person  was  one  who  nad  watcned  the  progress  of  the 
depreciation,  and  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  guard  himself  and 
bis  family  from  its  effects.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  the  paper-currencies  of  the 
Continent  had  been  all  issued  on  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  respective  States.  But.  what  interest^  he  would 
ask|  bad  the  people  of  this  country  in  the  profits  and  bo« 
nussesof  the  Bank?  (Hear!)  That  the  present  state  of  cir- 
culation was  necessary  to  support  the  system  of  governmeot, 
was  precisely  what  was  urged  by  the  Government  of  France 
in  justification  of  the  assignatSi  and  it  was  an  argument 
which  completely  overlooked  every  principle  of  public  ho- 
nour and  national  faith.  It  was  idle  and  fallacious  to  repre- 
sent the  stockholder's  interest  to  be  connected  with  a  fail  in 
the  value  of  paper,  and  that  he  could  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  increasing  prices  of  commodities  and  the  decreas- 
ing value  of  his  property,  because  landed  property  was  sub- 
ject to  the  same  sort  and  degree  of  loss.  {Hear  I  hear ! 
Aearl)  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  seemed  to 
describe  himself  as  the  only  legitimate  representative  of  Mr. 
Pin,  He  had  never  before  heard  that  distinguished  person, 
whose  great  qualities  all  admired,  however  destructive  they 
might  deem  his  measures  to  the  public  interest,  accused  of 
Vol.  111.^1811.  .         ^  ^  A 
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any  design  to  gel  rid  of  the  national  debt  in  the  maaner  hf 
which  be  oenaioiy  nighi  aacoeed  io  thai  objeoty  by  makioe 
bank-notes  a  legal  tender.    The  excepcioa  of  Ireland^  mod 
the  limiting  ibe  duration  of  the  'Bili»  were  ooty  frosh  pcoofi 
of  the  impropriety  and  danger  mf  the  'expedient.     Hoar 
could  foreigners  be  expected  any  loager  to  tmst  their  pro- 
perty in  onr  funds,  when  the  returns  laere  annoaMj  dioai* 
nished?    Pregnant  as  the  Bill  was  with  soch  extensive  Odo- 
aeqaenceS)  he  called  on  hU  who  faiued  not  merely  the  iote* 
jBesta,  but  the  obaracler,  the  credit,  and  the  faith  of  the 
counlry,  of  Oovernmont,  and  of  Parliament,  to  pause  lie- 
fore  they  agreed  to  a  measure  that  was  nothing  less  tbaa 
an  outrageouR  invasion  of  the  viost  saored  rights  of  pro- 
perty, and  a  plain  avowal  that  the  circulating  asediimi  of 
the  country  could  not  support  itself  without  the  aid  mad 
interference  of  l;he  law. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilt^on  announced  k  as  bk  €nal  de- 
termination to  oppose  the  Bill  in  every  sta^.  He  com- 
plained of  the  absurd  provisions  made  by  one  of  its  claoses, 
which  went  to  exclude  Ireland  from  the  pretended  beneiks 
of  the  Bill,  thoug^h  the  evil  it  professed  to  remedy  existed  to 
so  much  grrnter  an  extent  in  that  country  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  noble  Lord  made  seve- 
ral other  observations^  but  they  were  not  audible  in  ibe 
gallery. 

Mr.  Dmt  would  not  oppose  the  first  reading  of  the  BiN, 
as  he  did  not  object  to  its  introduction  to  the  House;  ihoug^li 
if  I  its  passat^e  through,  there  w«re  partsof  itwhidi  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  strongJy  to  object  to. 

JIfr.  tV/fitbrcad  expressed  his  surprise,  that  after  the  very 
able  speech  of  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Abercmnibv)  none 
of  the  ri^lit  honourHble  gentlemen  opposite  should  bave 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  something  in  answer  to  the  ob- 
jections which  bad  been  so  strongly  urged  against  their  own 
measure,  for  as  such  he  should  consider  it.  He  thought 
that  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequer 
■bad  indulged  in  observai ions  which  were  by  no  means  war- 
ranted by  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord  (King) upon  whom 
they  were  intended  to  bear  so  hard.  That  tiMe  Lord  hsd 
done  nothing  moie  than  he  was  justified  in  doin^;,  boib  in 
law  and  in  equity.  He  thought,  loo,  that  the  insinuations 
which  were  so  invidiously  thrown  out  by  tlie  right  honour- 
able gentleman  against  another  noble  Lord  (Gren vitie),  were 
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equally  inapplicablet  and,  conMcleriog  the  quarter  from 
whence  they  came,  peculiarly  untbrtunate.    The  right  ho* 
noorable  gentleman  oad  accused  that  noble  Lord  of  affect^' 
ina  the  monopoly  of  all  thetalenU  of  the  country.   He  (Mr. 
Wrutbread)' would  not  sto^  seriously  to  refute  so  ridiculous 
a  charge;  bat  when  be  accused  that  noble  Lord  of  exact-* 
ingthe  submission  due  from  inferior  to  abler  statesmen^  lie 
was  charging  him  with  a  crime  of  which  that  right  honour^ 
able  gentleman  had  not  long  ago  vainly  tempted  that  noble 
Lord  to  be  guilty.    The  right  honourable'  gentleman  had 
himself  acknowledged  Lord  Grenville  to  be  what  he  noir 
accused  him  of  falsely  aspiring  to  be.     Fie  bad  kiielt  to 
that  noble  Lord — he  had  bowed  to  his  acknowledged  stipe* 
riority,  and  avowed  himself  willing  to  go  below  him,  and 
act  under  that  noble  Lord,  as  First  Lord' of  the  IVeasur^u 
The  accusation,  therefore,  groundless  as  it  undoubtedly  was, 
was  still  more  unfortunate  in  coming  from  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  had  himself  given  his  personal  testis 
monyi  that  whether  Lord  Grenville  bad  any  such  preten- 
sions to  such  superiority  or  not,  still,  in  ihe  opinion  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  they  were  well  tbundcd. 
It  had  been  said,  or  rather  insinuated,  that  in  the  projection 
of  the  Restriction  Act,  Mr*  Pitt  had  some  such  men* 
sure  as  this,  or  one  still  stronger-i--going  even  so  far  as  to 
make  bank*notes  a  legal  tender — that  he  had  then  some 
such  measure  io  contemplation.-    He  could  not  receive  the 
doubtful  insinuations  of  the  right  honourable,  gentleman  as 
greater  authority  than  the  decided  testimony  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville, the  bosom-friend  and  counsellor  of  Mr.  Pitt.    That 
noble  Lord  had  declared  his  belief  that  Mi;.  Pitt  had  never 
adopted  the  measure  of  restriction  but  as  a  temporary  expe- 
dient; and  vrith  a  magnanimity  that,  in  his  opinion,  did  that 
noble  Lord  immortal  nonotur,  he  bad  expressed  his  regret 
for  having  supported  the  first  extension  of  the  Bill,  when  it 
was  about  to  expire;  and  subsequently  he  gave  the  proposal 
for  the  second  extension  of  the  Restriction  Arc,  an  energe- 
tic though  ineffectual  opposition »    The  noble  Lord   had 
never  approved  of  it  orijgimilly,  but  as  a  mere  temporary  ex- 
pedient, and  now  that  it  was  meant  to  be  made  permanent^ 
he  looked  upon  it  as  a  fatal  measure— and  what  were  they 
now  going  to  do  in  passing  the  present  Bill,  to  take  a  step 
which  must  inevitably  lead  to  another;  if  they  passed  this 
Bill,,  what  would  be  the  n^xt  step?  why,  to  make  bauki- 


732  THB  VABUAMBNTAIT  RBOIITBR.  f[^(X>V« 

notei  a  legal  tender;  and  when  bank-notes  were  oncf  a  legal 
tender,  they  most  then  impose  a  masimitm  on  prices. — 
iHearl  hearl)    And  what,  neasked,  was  all  this Iwt  tread* 
ing  in  the  footsteps  of  France,  tracing  step  by  step  those 
very  measures  so  strongly  condemned  by  Lord  MomiD^oa 
in  bis  speech  in  1794,  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Pitt  bad  de- 
clan^  France  to  be  on  the  verge,  if  not  already  in  the  golph 
of  national  bankruptcy:  and  was  it  to  be  expected  that  the 
same  steps  pursued  under  the  same  circumstances,  should 
not  lead  to  the  same  dreadful  results  in  both  countries?  He 
could  not  help  looking  at  the  mode  in  which  this  Bill  origi- 
nated as  somewhat  singular.    He  would  suppose  that  a 
Member  of  that  House  who  had  been  held  up  by  Ministers 
as  a  land-mark  to  be  avoided  with  respect  to  the  dangerous 
turn  of  his  political  views  and  sentiments,  after  having  been 
resisted  by  that  Government  in  every  political  measure  he 
bad  supported--that  after  such  long  and  uniform  habits  of 
difference  that  same  Government  should   find  their  eyes 
suddenly  opened  by  a  measure  coming  from  that  obnoxious 
quarter,  and  that,  after  opposing  it,  they  should  in  two  days 
after  come  down  and  join  in  the  support  of  it— whether  ail 
this  was  the  result  of  ignorance  or  rashness,  or  both  toge- 
ther, he  left  to  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  to  explain. 
He  again  adverted  to  the  observations  which  had  been 
thrown  out  against  Lord  King — the  word  extorted  bad 
been  used  not  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  yet  it 
bad  been  used  and  indirectly  applied  to  the  conduct  of  l#ord 
King;  that  noble  Lord  had  done  nothing  which  his  own 
motives  could  not  justify<-^from  his  general  knowledge  of 
that  noble  Lord,  a  knowledge  of  which  be  was  proud,  he 
believed  him  to  be  a  strict  honest  man,  and  utterly  incapa^ 
ble  of  the  motives  that  had  been  imputed  to  him.     Was 
this  Bill  directed  against  Lord  King?'  No,  say  gentlemen; 
but  its  object  is  to  support  bank-paper— support  bank-paper! 
They  might  as  well  screw  up  the  barometer,  and  call  it  fine 
weather.    (Hear !  hear !)    But  where  was  the  hardship  or 
injustice  of  Lord  King's  conduct^    Bank-paper  was  either 
depreciuted,  or  it,  was  not ;  if  it  was  not,  where  was  the  hard- 
ship, and  if  it  was,  where  was  the  injustice?  (Hearl  hearl) 
He  would  ask  those  gentlemen  who  were  so  loud  in  their 
censures  of  this  conduct^  if  they  had  any  lands  out  of  lease, 
and  if,  after  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  they  would  renew  su  h 
leases  on  the  old  terms?   (Hearl  hearl)   He  next  advert  d 
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to  that  provision  of  the  Bill,  confining  its  operation  to  Great 
Britain  solely »  and  asked  where  was  the  justice  of  the  Im- 
P^ial  Parliament  in  Ireland,  enacling^  that  a  man  should 
be  transported  for  an  act,  which,  if  he  had  done  in  England, 
irould  have  suhjected  bim  to  fine  and  imprisonment  only, 
and  which,  if  done  in  Ireland,  would  have  been  no  offence 
at  all  i     ( Hearl  hear !)    Or,  were  they  weak  enough  lo  sup- 
pose, that  Lord  King  would  desist  in  consequence  of  this 
act?     Something  like  an  insinuation  had  crept  abroad  that 
the  Courts  of  Law  might  in  their  construction  of  the  law  of 
the  land  open  a  door  of  relief  to  the  tenant  against  the  just 
and   legal  demands  of  the  land-holder.     Good  Goc! !  in 
what  tiroes  did  they  live?     What  must  be  the  awful  situ- 
ation of  the  country  when  such  shameful  subterfuges  could 
be  thought  of,  when,  in  order  to  force  a  depreciated  paper 
currency,  men  would  take  refuge  in  the  hope  that  ihe  tri- 
bunals of  justice  would  resort  to  chicane,  to  expound  the 
laws  against  themselves?    (Hearl  hearl)    The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  ought  to  have  known  that  agriculture 
was  the  basis  of  all  national  prosperity ;  let  hini  well  con- 
sider what  will   be  the  immediate  practical  efiecfs  of  this 
Bill  in  restri^ing  the  grant  of  leases.    (Hear !  hearl)    Sup- 
pose when  a  man  came  into  the  market  with  his  commo- 
dity, he  should  say,  I  choose  gold,  and  refuse  to  take  paper; 
would  not  this  establish  two  prices,  and  would  not  the  only 
remedy  then  be,  the  establishment  of  a   maximum?  and 
would  not  this  be  the  fulfilment  of  all   the  prophecies  of 
17979  though  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  asked 
with  such  ignorant  exultation,  if  any  of  these  predictions 
were  now  likely  to  be  verified?     (Hearl  hearl)    At  that 
late  period  of  the  sessions,  when  so  many  geiitleniea  had 
returned  to  their  summer  avocations,  after  what  had  already 
passed  in  that  House  upon  the  question,  he  had  little  hope 
of  effectual  resistance  to  the  present  Bill.     He  understood 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  fix  the  second  reading  for  Monday  next ;  but  as  that  was 
the  day  on  which  most  of  the  land- holders  in  that  House 
would  probably  be  occupied  with  the  business  of  the  Quar- 
ter Sessions  then  comiiiencing,  he  thought  it  might  be  more 
advisable  to  fix.  the  second  reading  either  for  some  day 
this  week  before  they  left  town,   or,  what  might  be  more 
convenient,  for  Monday  se'nnight.     Before  he  sat  down, 
he  should  propose,  that  the  third  Resolution  of  the  series,  so 
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warmly  sopportiKl  bj  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
finally  adopted  by  the  House  on  the  Report  of  the  Bai 
Commilteey  be  now  read ;  and  after  it  nad  been  read»    iao 
ihould  like  to  ask  those  gentlemen,  whether  they  were  oovr 
of  the  opinion  they  then  were,  that  bank-notes  were  not 
preciated  ?  (HearX  hearl)  as,  if  they  were  not,  where 
the  oeoessity  of  legislative  interference  to  support  a  credit 
that  was  able  to  support  itself^    (Hearl  hearlj    He  sbould 
wish  to  have  the  aia  of  the  Bank  Directors  before  it  was 
passed  into  a  law.     He  wished  to  know  their  opinioD  as  to 
its  practical  eifects  in  maintaining  the  credit  of  their  paper. 
He  concluded  by  adverting  again  to  the  speech  of  Lord 
Mornington  in  1794,  and  called  upon  the  House  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  they  were  going  to  pursue  the  very  same  mea- 
sures so  violently  reprobated   in  that  speech  by  a   nobJe 
Lord,  now  one  of  thai  Council  whichi  at  present,  so  strong- 
ly recommended  their  adoption.    It  was  to  beremembered^ 
too,  that,  in  that  very  speech,  in  contrasting  the  Freucli 
assignats  with  our  paper  currency,  it  was  strongly  contend- 
ed in  favour  of  ours,  that  the  French  system  w<is  compuK 
sory,  and  ours  was  not.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  come  forward  with  a   nostrum  of  his  own,  which  be 
professed  Ins  intention  ultimately  to  adopt,  and  this  was  no 
Jess  than  to  mnke  bank-notes  a  legal  tender.     He  would 
give  his  decided  negative  even  to  the  first  reading  of  ibia 
Jiill,  as  he  would  give  his  decided  negative  to  the  opening- 
of  Pandora's  box,  were  it  now  shut,  though  unfortunately 
for  the  world  it  had   l>een  too  long  open.     He  concluded 
with  movini;  that  tiie  Resolution  of  the  House,  declaratory 
of  the  public  estimation  of  bauk-notes,  should  be  read^ 
which  was  accord intfly  done. 

i1/r.  JUxander  Bariftir  said,  those  who  had  opposed  the 
present  Bill,  seemed  to  look  upon  it  merely  in  the  light  of 
an  abstract  question;  but  the  question  was  not  whether  or 
not  generally  speaking  this  was  a  desirable  Bill,  but  whe« 
thor  the  situation  of  the  country  was  such  as  to  render  such 
a  measure  necessary.  What  would  they  propose  as  a  reme^ 
dy  to  the  present  difficulties f  It  was  not  merely  enough  to 
state  that  the  country  would  be  in  aii  unfortunate  situation 
on  account  of  the  forced  paper  circulation;  because  ttU 
Parliament  should  find  an  adequate  remedy  to  the  evil,  this 
situation  was  absolutely  necessary.  The  situation  in  wliidi  " 
we  were  now  placed,  was  no  other  than  that  in  which  we 
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had  UQiformly  been  since  1797.  The  circolation  of  the  ' 
couotry  rested  ou  nu  other  security,  but  a  cpinbination  of 
weahby  individuals  in  the  couotry;  and  the  general  good 
faith  among  individuals  held  the  place  of  compulsion.  He 
would  not  say  whether  Lord  King  was  biameabie  or  not  in 
agitating  the  present  question ;  but  what  he  would  say  was, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  honourable  to  the  country  at 
large,  than  thnt  no  person  yet  under  any  temptation  had 
ventured  to  refuse  tl^e  notes  of  the  Bank  of  £ngland.  This 
indeed  showed  a  high  spirit  of  patriotism  in  the  country  at 
iarge.  But  if  the  country  was  aware  of  any  individual  of 
large  landed  property  refusing  to  take  these  notes  at  their 
eatablished  value,  the  situation  of  things  was  altered.  His 
/own  opinion  was^  that  the  bank-notes  ought  to  be  made  a 
legad  tender  at  once.  (flearX)  Me  thought  the  simple 
legal  tender  would  be  more  efficient  than  the  provisions  of 
the  present  Bill;  but  if  he  hesitated  as  to  this  measure  at 
;present,  it  was  because  he  thought  that  preparatory  to  u 
some  .security  should  be  taken  by  Parliament,  that  the  Bank 
ifisues  should  Dot  exceed  a  certain  quantity,  that  the  coun- 
try might  have  something  to  look  to.  He  did  not  believe 
that  there  was  a  disposition  in  the  Bank  to  over-issue;  he 
believed  that  their  disposition  lay  the  other  way ;  but  he 
thought  it  was  not  proper  to  leave  this  subject  to  their  dis- 
CH'etioa,  and  that  some  limitation  should  take  place  by  aa« 
thority  of  this  Honse^  that  the  public  might  not  be  exposed 
to  sutler  from  the  mere  will  o(  any  set  of  .men.  Another 
thing.which,  he  thought,  ought  to  take  place  preparatory 
to  the  legal  tender,  which,  if  not  introduced  in  this,  ought 
to  be  introdiiced  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  was, 
that  some  pledge  should  be  given  by  this  House  respecting 
the  expenditure  of  the  couutryi  because  a  limitation  of  the 
issue  of  paper,  would  have  a  tendency  to  embarrass  theGo- 
vernment,  if  they  continued  to  act  upon  their  present  syg* 
tern.  (Hear  I)  There  were  therefore  two  points,  which, 
he  thought,  ought  to  be  attended  to.  First,  that  proper 
security  should  be  taken  against  the  over-issues  of  the 
Bank;  and, secondlv*  that  some  measures  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  contruciiou  of  the  issues  fro>n  obstructing  the 
wheels  of  Government.  When  he  talked  of  the  limitation 
of  the  issues,  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  ought  to  be 
less  than  the  present  amount,  but  that  they  ought  to  be  li- 
nuted  not  to  e  iceed  a  certain  i^mouot.  The  paper  currency 
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of*  the  country  was  essentially  connected  with  ihe   pablic 
debt.     The  profuse  expenditure  of  the  country  wbicb  had 
been  going  on  both  before  and  biuee  the  restriction,  de- 
pended upon  the  restriction,  and  must  be  put  a  stop  to  if 
the  restriction  was  to  be  put  an  end  to.     When  he  said 
ihi«,   he  could   tiot  see  any  ground  for  the  despondency 
\ihich   had  gone  abroad  respecting  the   resources  of  tlie 
(x>uutry,  and  ihat  the  public  debt  was  a  clog  to  the  coantry. 
lie  was  of  a  totally  different  opinion,  and  he  thqogbt  that 
without  the  public  debt  the  country  could  not  maintain  any 
thing  like  tlie  forces  which  it  at  present  maintained.  .    The 
deficiency  of  our  finances  did  not  exceed  20  or  91  millionsy 
und  after  deducting  what  was  covered  by  the  Sinking-  Fund, 
we  had  no  occasion  to  borrow  more  than  ten  millions.  Now 
if  we  could  only  retrench  6ve  millions  from  our  preaenc  ex- 
penditure, and  raise  an  additional  five  millions  of  taxes,  the 
remainder  of  the  deficiency  would  be  covered  by  the  Sink- 
jug  Fundf  and  the  future    increase  of  the  SinKing  Fond 
might  be  applied  towards  a  reduction  of  the  national  debt. 
Were  this  system  adopted,  and  persevered   in  with*  con- 
stancy for  any  length  of  time,  it  would  give  the  country  a 
new  decree  of  confidence.     It  was  true  that  nothing  but  a 
sense  oi  tlu*  present  danger,  and  of  the  ruin  which  was  hang- 
ing ovtfr  the  country,  would  induce  the  people  to  agree  to 
such  un  increase  of  their  burdens;  but  when  he  considered 
that  in  one  year  Lord  Sidmoulh  laid  on  new  taxes  to.  the 
amount  of  twelve  millionsi  he  thought  that  this  sum  often 
millions  might  be  raised,  in  some  way  or  other,  by  retrench* 
ment  and  new  taxes.     This  Bltl,  he  thotight,  would  pre* 
serve  the  subject  i'lom  all  actions  and  ejc^ctments,  and  so 
forth;  but  biill,  however,  he  thought  that  something  of  a 
more  pennriiieni  nature  should  be  resorted  to. 

Mr,  'Jnrnti/  declau\l,  that  he  bad  never  heard  more 
monstrous  dociriues  in  the  course  of  his  life,  thun  those 
used  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  a  man  so  informed,  as 
lie  must  he  on  those  sut)jects.  He  pitied  those  who  bad 
leit  the  House,  HJier  liie  Bullion  Report,  when  the  Chan- 
cdlor  of  the  .Ex/i:iie(]uer  tohi  them  that  the  question  had 
K'en  sel'at  rest.  The  very  next  thina;  they  were  to  hear  was, 
that  indeed  the  bunk-noie  was  to  be  made  a  legal  tender. 
I'hey  had  heard  this,  too,  from  two  of  the  most  auspicious 
characters  in  the  woild,  (he  meant,  oHicially,)  namelyf  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and  a  Bank  Director.     The 
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only  security  now  for  the  country,  was'  foi^them-to  step 
forward  and  save  themselves,  their  families,  and  their 
fortunes  from  utter  ruin.  From  this  hour,  he  declared,  he 
$houlJ  view  thej>roceedings  of  the  Bank  Directors  with  the 
tttmost  jealousy ;  and  he  serioasly  believed  ihere  was  a 
connivance  between  them  and  the-Oovernmeht.  They 
had  originated  this  measure.  .  He  believed  in  his  soul,  if 
Lord  Stanhope  or  Lord  King  had  never  lived,  that  it  would 
bave  been  brought  forward.  From  the  moment  this.  Bill 
passed,  the  BanR  of  England  wpuld  change  entirely  its 
former  character;  and  the  House,  instead  (H  leavinsp  i|  to 
the  discretion  which  had  hitherto  i3«en  allowed,  would  not 
onlv  have  a  right,  but  would  be  bound  to  watch  the  Bank 
'With  a  jealous  eye;  and  to  demand,  from  month  to  month 
•**nay,  from  week  to  week,  if  it  should  be  deemed  neces* 
tary-^'an  account  of  its  issues  of  paper.  It  would  also  be 
leqoisite  for  the  House  to  attend  to  the  nature  of  the 
securities  on  which  the  Bank  might  think  proper  to  rely, 
fiir  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  in  what  its  property 
consists.  He  was  sorry  to  find  the  Bank  seemed  at  present 
inclined  to  deal  in  that  security  which  bethought  was  the 
worst  that  it  could  have  (o  do  with,  viz.  Government 
iecurity«->he  meant  the  extensive  traffic  of  the  Bank  in  Ex* 
ebequer-bills.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  had  in  the  candour  of  argument,  for 
which  he  gave  him  great  credit,  allowed  that  it  oiight  pep- 
baps  be  necessary  in  time  to  <5ome  to  make  Bank-notes  a 
le^l  tender.  That  was,  however,  an  event  which  be  (Mr. 
Tiemey)  never  wished  to  take  place,  especially  at  a  crisis 
like  tlie  present ;  for,  according  to  the  present  mode  of  pro- 
cedure of  the  Bank,  in  dealing  so  largely  as  it  had  latdy  , 
done  in  Exchequer-bills,  if  the%ank-note  became  a  k^l 
lender,  Jie  could  see  no  reason  why  a  doubt  should  be 
entertained  that  very  shortly  after  Exchequer-bills  must  not 
be  made  a  legal  tender.  Id  the  present  degraded  state  to 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  rerceval)  bad 
reduced  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  country,  it  was 
impossible  to  say  what  bills  were  good  and  what  were  bad. 
It  was  well  known,  that  some.time  ago  Exchequer-bilb  were 
actually  at  a  discount ;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that,  like  other  bills,  they  would  have  remained  so,  bad  it 
Jiot  been  for  the  fostering  interference  of  the  Bank  Directors, 
who  stepped  in  to  prop  their  impending  &I1.  l^he  Bank 
bad  hitherto  always  been  viewed  as  a  medium  of  gieat  relief 
Vol.  IiL'1811.  5  B 
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to  tlie  Moiilry  in  the  article  of  dJKeoonti  by  which  the  nus^ 
cheeft^  were  enabled  to  carry  on  their  commercttl  conceriM 
with  the  greatest  effect.  He  had  al^p  always  neden^f  ood  f  hat 
diaroont  was  aetlled  at  a  certain  r^;  but  ik>w  the  Benfc 
deaerl  that^  and  purchase  Excheqtier<4>ills  to  an  cnoiwmf 
amount.  There  was  no  saving  to  what  a  di^pee  ibe  diflisF- 
eiioe  amoitntfdf  or  what  miirbt  he  the  coDsrquenees  attend- 
ing  it.    hiocb  had  hem  said  aboot  the  depfeoiatioo  of  die 

Cprr  of  the  Bank^  and  it  had  been  strenuously  denied  hy 
iaistrrsf  nd  their  adhemto,  that  theise  was  any  deprecist* 
tioQ*  This  he,  tor  one,  insisted  was  wronis ; — then  was 
aseat  evidently  a  Tery  gfeai  depredation  in  the  paper  cor* 
jrniey  ;  and  if  great  dire  were  not  taken  U>  pretent  it,  he 
eence1?ed  it  would  not  be  an  exaggerated  statement  to  aay^ 
that  a  ena^poond  note  may  bocome  worth  no  more  than  5^. 
It  was  easy  to  talk  of  asaking  those  notes  a  kgal  tender  ftnt 
lent  or  for  mannr  doe ;  but  it  wonld  be  iiuponible  to  mnka 
the  bntcher  or  the  baker  take  them  for  the  eeocsmrj  axlidee 
of  life  they  had  to  dispose  of  r  end  if  once  a  monied  price 
came  in  competition  with  that  of  paper,  theie  was  nio  know- 
ing  wliat  might  be  the  consequence.  The  right  hon.  geof. 
might  take  that  down  if  he  pleased.  Sorrv  be  (tfr.  T.> 
was  temj  It  would  be  Cound  to  be  a  feet.  Hewaasorry  to 
«ay  there  esiated  at  preaeot  a  monsteous  kind  of  connexiois 
hetwttii  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  (the  Chanoellot 
cf  the  Exchequer)  and  the  Bank  of  England,  which  in  hie 
opinion  was  on^  grand  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  geid,  frota 
the  advances  wluch  the  Bank  had  b^n  and  were  continually 
making  to  Goferoment.  This  Bill  was  intended  to  keep  the 
gold  in  the  country  by  preventing  an3'  pcreon  from  tricing 
more  fior  a  guinea  than  9U. ;  but  the  means  df  sending 
guineas  abroml,  and  the  inducements  so  todo,  wereso  grea^ 
that  it  would  be  impossible  that  the  Bill  could  have  any 
suoh  eflfect.  We  had  duily  accounts  in  Uie  newspapers  of 
vesselsarriving  in  France,  laden,  as  it  wrne,  with  guieeasi 
A  gentksDan,  just  returned  from  France,  had  this  very  day 
inioimed  him  that  he  had»  the  day  before  he  left  France^ 
seen  1600/.  in  guineas  and  half-guineas,  landed  there,  whidi 
had  been  concealed  in  the  inside  of  a  quarter  of  an  ox  tkat 
was  hung  ov^  the  stern  of  the  ship  as  fresh  provbion,  aod 
this  ship  had  undergone  a  moat  severe  search  and  scrulinry 
by  oor  Coatom-'hooiw  Officers.  How  ridiculovs  was  kf 
then^  to  say  that  guineas  should  be  reoeived  only  at  21f.|( 
Td  the  other  pert  of  the  Bill  he  bad  no  objection.    When  it 


pai^  ihtit  troiild  te  no  Other  alteraii^n  thnu^  tiMt  the 
tenant  sbould  be  put  on  the  s>ime  footing  wiMi  res|iect  to 
rent  that  other  persons  were  iirilb  i^aK^rd  to  ilebts ;  and  tliat ; 
fiank-noles  should  so  far  be  a  t^Dder  as  to  preveai  a  distrust  r 
fcur  rent,  i  Nothing  could,  iM>WMNer,  more  clearly  shew  the. 
calamitous,  situation  of  tlie  country^  than  feeling  it  to  be«a  .» 
•sfnsitiv/e  that  jf  ooe  solitary  individual  entertain  an  opinion,  r 
that  be  will  itemand  the  fulfilment  of  a  partial  contrail  7 
MiniibtefS  $nd  it  neicessiiry  lo  call  on  Parliament  for  a  legi^  r 
lative  measure  of  this  nature.     Did  they  think  Mr«  Piii  » 
would  have  acted  in  tiiis  .manner?    Did  they suppo^ ho  ; 
would  havexheeied  JU>rd  Stanhope,  and  resorted  to  «ueh 
a.pitifut  expedient  to  propihe  credit  of  Bank  paper?    Ho  '< 
was  sure  thfy  could  not  niOtUi  so  great  a  libel  on  the  uaefaonr 
oif  the  n^Q  io  whofe  steps  they  preteiokdod  to  tread*    UO: 
understood  from  the  right  horu>arabl^  Chaocellor  of  the ' 
fixcheqpe^,  that  he  meant  to  j>ropQse  the  second  lefiding  of  - 
Ubis  BiU  on  Monday  nqi^t.     At  Mifs  particular  period  the ,-. 
.country  gentlemen^  howe^^  desirous  toattendt  wpuldbe 
pieveated  froox  doing  .so*      tn  his  opinion,  nothing  eoold  ' 
•satisfy  if^p  country  but  a  call  of  the  House.    He  bopefl 
.gentlemen,  when  they  read  the  Bill,  would  not  imaging 
4hey  read  (he  whob^^uch  more  was  meant  than  met  the 
€V€ ;  and  whatever  the  tnconveaiencf  of  an  attendance  at 
tais  period  of ibe  session  might  be,  he  waa  convinced  a  great 
Jiuyority  of  the-658  members  of  that  House  would  think  their 
time  well  bestowed  in  paying  attention  to  a  Bill  of  such  very  . 
gieat  and  extensive  importance  as  this  most  unquestionably 
was.     He  t))ougbtit  would  aku  be  necessary  to  move  for  a 
Select  Coinmittee  to  inquire  mto  the  suite  of  the  solvency  of 
the  Bank)  as  in  1797.    Ha  bad  no  doubt  but  the  Jiatioa 
would,  as  before*  be  satisfied  with  the  Report  of  a  Select 
Committee,  and  be, was  determined. to  move  for  one^as  well 
as  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

.  Mr.  Uaimi^  rose  to  protest  against  the  infi^rence  which 

-had  had.drawn. from  what Jie  said — and  in  apswer  to  the 

charge  against  the  Bank  of  a  wanton  and  extravagant. 

issue  of  nolesyjstated  that  instead  of  twenty^three  million^, 

aa  returned  to  )ht  Hoose^  the  .amount  of  notes  ootatmnding 

.on  Saturday,  last  did  npt  exceed  tyreaty*'two^  roiliioos.    Tbe 

.pubtv:  owed  to^  the  Bank^  \^  tfie  amount  of  its  capital  and 

lia  loans  subsei^uently  advattced^  about  ninteen  millions  and 

a.  half,  which Vas  Itttle  short  of  their  issu.es.     He .  b^ged 

ol*  gf^nilemeo  ipxpasidor  thia,  when  they  tal](ed  ^ouj^  the 
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aol veaej  of  Ihe  Btnk.     Mr.  Pilt  on  this  gntaiid  bad  been 
ifEdjr  to  Rive  ParliaoMfiUuy  tecarity  for  the  noiet.     The 
pobhc  had  a  right  to  know  the  amount  of  Che  Bank  naoegy 
aod  there  was  jio  wish  for  oonoedineni  on  thai  head.     No 
kit  than  thirMr*8ix  returns  had  been  made  toobe  Hooaeof 
tbe  amount  of  these  issues.    They  bad  a  right  to  know  that 
their  security  was  good,  and  be  assured  the  Houw  thai  the 
aorplos  assets  in  the  Bank,  independent  of  its  claima  oo  the 
public,  bad  not  diminished  sinoe  1797.     h  would  be  with 
extreme  regret  that  be  would  resort  to  the  meaaore  of 
making  bank-notes  a  legal  tender-^-^nd  he  regreued  chat 
there  should  be  any  necessity  for  this  Bill.    Tbe   noble 
Lord  who  bad  given  rise  to  it  bad  done  much  mischief,  and 
would  do  himself  and  bis  family  no  good  by  bis  conduct. 
It  was  in  reality  like  applying  a  razor  to  bis  own  throat* 
But  since  this  bad  happened,  the  Bill  was  oecesttry — for  if 
tli€  landlord  demanded  payment  in  gold  from  his  tenant, 
•what  was  to  hinder  tbe  clergyman  from  demandnig  his 
titliea  in  tbe  same  manner  f    Whyt  was   to  binder  the 
bolder  of  a  bill  of  exchange  also  from  insisting  upon 
payment  in  coin?      It    wouM  be  impossible   to   camr 
ow  tbe  roost  common  transactions  of  tbe  daj,  if  soch 
an  example  were  to  he  followed.    What  would   be  the 
situation  of  bankers  in  such  a  case  t    From  the  manner  m 
wtrich  tbe  noble  Lord*s  conduct  bad  been  approved  aiKf 
cheered  {Heoty  hear^  heur  I) — yes,  he  said,  aoprored  and 
cheered-^-somethiri^  must  be  done.    Legal  rignts  ought  not 
ahrays  to  be  exercised— and  if  the  noble  Lord  should  still 
perseTere  in  proceeding  with  tbe  utmost  rigour,  be  would 
perhaps  6nd  difficulties  in  tbe  Courts,  wbicb  would  prevent 
any  unpleasant  effects  to  the  ftnaot  who  tendered  bank^ 
notes  before  the  next  Session  of  Parliament.     He  gave  a 
reluctant  consent  to  this  Billi    but  denied  that  the  Bank ' 
Directors  wished  %o  make  their  notes  a  legal  tender ;  and 
be  i^so  denied  that  there  was  any  desire  in  toe  Bank  to  oon* 
nect  itself  with  Government,  or  with  any  particular  Miaiater 
fliora  than  another :  ,  and  as  a  proof  of  this  latter  circum* 
stance,  stated  that  the  Bank  had  made  larger  adtances 
while  Mr.  Fox  was  in  adminisiration,  in  1782,  we  think  be  - 
said,  th|in  at  any  former  period. 

'jifr.  Banket  said,  that  for  tbe  last  foarteen  yaaratbey 
had  always  been  liable  to  such  a  proceeding  as  that  ad(^ted 
1^  the  noble  Lord,  at  the  caprice  of  any  incKvidnal,  and 
the '  wonder  wA«,  «perhapa»  mat  tbey  ha^  gone  ao  long 


^itboQt  mne  f ucb  inconveoienoe,  iocoofring ;  asd  jrctdicj 
might  hove  gmie  on  longor,  had  it' not  beeo  for.  a  waat  of 
itedemtion  in  the  Bank  in  issoiii{i(.  their  ool^s.  For  thi^ 
preieot  unfoniifiiite'eiateof  tfaing»*^thefewas  in  hitoptnioci^ 
t»o  certain  cure,  exeept  in  regulating  tliuse  issues  so  b»  to 
CHaUe  the  Bank  to  resume  paymentB  m  ^di.  But  be  would 
not  restrict  tiiem  peremptorliy ;  to  the  period  of  two  jeam. 
JMoob  would.be  ilooe  if  it  were  .laid  down  that  it  was  the  dutr 
of  the  Bank  to  look  towfwds  sueb  a  remittpikMi,  and  to  «hi  m 
tbey  ooarenieiitly  oodd  to  limit  tbeir  paper  ao-as  to  Wiog^ 
It  to  an  equality  nvitb  coin,  when  payoseot  in.  cash  might  be 
sofely  jresumed*^'  This  was  tbemore  necessary^  because 
.some  alarming  circumstances  had  appeased  in  the  course 
of  these  discussions  relative  to  the  oonuctof  the  OireetoiVy 
who.bad  appliM  for  the  lestrietioii  ki  1797.  He  hopKl  at^^ 
the  second  leiiding  of  the  Bill,  that  it  should  be  distiuptly . 
stated,  what  the.taw  really  was  ou  tbia  eubjeet.  The  hoooorw 
able  genttletnan.  who  spoice' last  wasf^'perhapsy  not.sogood^ 
aa  authority  on*  a  point,  of  law  ais  bn  aany  other  points^** 
but'  he  said  that  the  Uwr  upoald  pitfient  any  naipleasant 
eftwts.to  tbeJenant  tendefints  baakfiiQtos,  till  the  meetiiig' 
pf  the  vnext  Session  of  Paniaosewt..  If  this  was  so»  thea 
there  really  was  no  oqcasion  for  tbe.present  Billy  but  it  waa 
ipost  important  that  ibis  poiai  riibuld  be  clearly  and  dts^ 
tlilctly'explaibed.  Another  point  which  would  require 
consideratioB  was,  the  situation  in  which  Ireland  would  be 
placed  with  regard  to  this  country  .-^This  measure  waa not 
tQ>  be  extended  to  Irelaad,  because  ^the  demand  for  payment 
in  coin  bad  long  prevailed  there*-*tbe  circumataoce  which - 
was  1iere  oonsioered  as*  the  extreme  grievance  to  be  pre« 
vented.  But  thei«  waa  no  law  to  prohibit  the  exportation ' 
of  guineas  to  Ireland';  and  if  they  might  be  legally  sold 
there  for  a  premium 9  thither  they  would  naturally  be  car« 
riedyiso  that  one  part  of  the  Bill  appeared  to  couhteract  the 
lemanider.     He  then  expressed  bis  astoniahident  that  a 

Etieman  of  sueb  authority  as  bis  honourable  friend  near 
I  (Baring)  should  have  oiamtained,  such  a  oaonstious 
aad  extravagant  doeuine,  as  that  the  national  debt  was  a 
.  benefit  to  the .  country  and  not  a  burthen  ;  and  that  the 
country  might  make  as  great  if  not  greater  esertions  with 
thiamiU^stonfrafaosit  its  neck  than  wiuout  it.  He  tboqjf^t 
the  writiuKS  of  Dr.  Smilh  had  pot  an  end  to  such  quibbling  ~ 
on  the  snbieot  of  finance ;  certainly  be  never  thought  to 
have  haafd  such  aaiertioQa  firom  one  of  his;  honoomUo 


fiC  turn  .wwMAiamanAmt  mm$^tum.        .  [j* 

ft'uriiBt  ki^avladge  wmA  apariepce*     The  dabt  «■»  «  tlaiiig 
vrhicli  we  oo^ht  to  flghl  agwoil ;  mod  indeed  bam  hooowr* 
akb  liritnd  bmndf  wu  ageiiiii  ito  lacraaK,  for  he  !»««§ 
MittttJ  oei  a  mcibod  te.piwcot  tW  inoreaaft»  vis.  that  ah« 
'QiaoctUer  ef  the  Brohaqetf  tbouid  coofine  himself  witJbBn 
%  ceitaia  lieiited  tapeoditere*     The  eety  obfeoiioD  htjms^ 
that  no  eoe  eoaM  well  expect  to  see  Mioh  e  rencdy  ap- 
fimdk     Effmj  Chaaoelbr  of  the  Exeheqoer,  'Bo  doafat, 
wished  4e.keep  down  iheezpewditaieasraiicfaafthecowld^ 
\m^  thco  heMd  ioipeslant  frqjeets  se  exeMie  whieh 


esptome ;  eed  .  these  alfre js  bed  beea  e  &cUiiv  io  thi^ 
ceeDCiy  in  benwwiig*iBeiiey'^  end  thesike  debt  bed  grova. 
f  roes  ell  the  eicea^eitu  he  bed  heetd  on  tUe  sebiecc,  be 


won  oeiteici  wbetbeT'eey  lemedy  «l  ell  wee  seeeirecl 
egebwi'lbe  effects  of  the  proeeediog  of  the  noble  Lord  wbo 
•hed^rrewtbe  eotice  leMteoaete;   aed  if  e  leoiedj  wese 
Meseserj-fiie  was  aotkaie  that  this  wes  the  |MDferone«  B«e 
eSttU  eeents  it  wet  ^  tbeieet  ieipoftaoce,  that  tbej  sbedd  be 
Mkf  aod  eleeely  selisfied  kam  the  law  leaM  v  etciod,  aad  bw 
tnisied  tj^l  at!  expbastipttiOWJtbetiieed  woefa  be  giiea>  Ow 
a  eakjeei  of  ibiB  4MiaeH|iieiMe»  he  tbeegbt  aeell  wf  the  Honse 
diesurable»  ead  we  imdetsioad  him  to  sey  be  wonM  Tole  for 
il^    He  did  wot,  bewever^  ibtnk  the  eoodnet  of  the  sohle 
Leidt  wfa^  4iad  been  the  eeese  of  this  pvopoeed  meesaiw* 
wortbf  of  eppfebetieo>    fie  premtted  very  laoob  tfaer  sueJb 
ayteceediiig  bed  beea*sesertea  to  ia  the  firatiastsiioe  by  m. 
gasat  Isnded  proprieierr     Tbejn  wave  eiienaisfarfs  ia 
^bioh  mmumtmjiU  wesjasaae  t a;iirsa.— He  woaUl  Rtertw 
what  be  bad  farbbcr  taeayHUl  the  seeaod  leadsag. 

Sif  S.  BmrAii  wouM  not  baee  tiespesied  on  ibe  tioee  ef 
the  HoBse  ia  the  present  elage  ef  the  f  leoeedtag,  were  ie 
wot  fer  the  unjust  atteeke  which  bad  beea  nade  on  a  wdUe 
Lotd  for  doing  ao  nofe  than  be*^as  eatilied:txv  aad  whicb 
josticw  to  his  own  faaiiiT'  setfutied.  How  caold  if  rba 
IMteoded  that  a  teadloscf  was  no^  entitled  so  densnd  hta 
oeat  to  be^paid  witboat  deprecifltiaw,  at  the  very  tiase  when 
•the  tewaat  was'  tdbiig  tbe  fvoduoe  of  bis  hum  with  leeSm^ 
-rence  so  this  very  depie^aatoa  ia  tbe  paper  eaneacy  xif  the 
-fcingdedi  ?  He  veooUecwd  the  hmgoaget  wbieh#  at  she 
■coeawisaceaneat  of  the  French  RefolatioBt  'Wes  iieU  br 
{(ewdeasen  on  the  other  side  of  the  H»iae  eb  tashe  Fianrii 
assignats*  Their  toae,  bowevcrt  wai .  new  eoaipleiekf 
4)banged»  aad  was  Io  beeonipared.taaediiag  bat  what  d^r 
'then  attribe4ed  to  Bobeipieiire  and  bis  Msocialav  fiBaaa 


^H^liich  the  dbwnfall  6f  the  Credit  eP  Frands  ^^s  piH9gno»» 
ticatedf.    He  t^ted,  however,  i\i^  the  present  tp^asute 
%buld  have  this  good  effect ;  it  %otild  make  getifelerato  at 
length  feel  in  ^lat  aituatioh  they  8to<Ml.    ^Sugar^j^lanters 
-and  West^^India  planters  associated  ^^rthei^owD  Mterestd 
on  every  occfaslort  when  (hey  supposed  them  tobefn.dlinger. 
Vhit  landed  interest  alone  seemed  insensible  to  the  danger^ 
^hich  threatened  them,  and  to  the  advantages  Which  were 
Ht  all  times  taken  of  their  remitettessr    He  trusted  they 
%olild*at length  be  awakened,  atid  WoMd  n6t  wait  for'the  pe^ 
riod  wheh  every  man  in  Englahd  sh6ald  ftridtfa^t^  with  bi^- 
fflicketafult  of  paper;  he  wto  wiVhonA  the  mearts  of  siipportl 
We  Were  In  the  sftnation  described  by  an  Italian  poel',  Who^ 
in  pointing  oat  the  gates  of  Belli  sanl,  thai'whoeverpassed 
Imm  left  hope  behind.     We  had  now  tjpproacbM  f o  this 
point  withooFt'being  able  to  find  out  a ''remedy  f(Of  the  enl 
mrMeh menaeed  ifa.    The  npMeLoH^  whohad  wftrhed  ns of 
oov  danger,  was,  in  hisopinion,  entrtTed  to  onr  beat  thanks, 
iu^  the  same  way  Us  he  most  be  eiteemed  our  friend  who 
{ive^rented  ns  from  leaping  ove^  while  wtf  had  only  a  step  t6 
take  befiM  we  fen  into  the  gulf  of  perdition.  '  Without  a 
speedy  remeily,  we  must  quickly  expect  to  see  a  paper  pric^ 
and  a  money  price,  and  the  evil  must  continue  to  increase 
till:  onr  bankHiotes  became  like  the  assignats  ih  France. 
How  was  the  bank  to  get  gold  ?    An-  honourable  Director 
had  told  ^  House  that  the  Bft^  was  solvent.    Could  it 
fMty  the  demands  upon  it  in  money  f    No;  he  admitted  it 
eouM  Mt ;  Mit  it  could  gay  you  in  other  pliper.    This  waa 
Hot  to  pay  its  creditors^  but  only  to  contract  with  them  it 
,debi  of  another  kind.    There  was  btit  otie possible  remedy, 
knd  thai  was  to  diminish  the  paper  eirc^fation.    This  the 
Immense  expenditure  of  the  country  rendered  next  to  im« 

f^ssible  I  and  no  remedy  seemed  at  all  to  present  itself, 
he  remedy  proposed-  did  not  appear  at  all  calculated  td 
make  things  better:  Suppose  the  labdlord  to  take  the 
4{iroottous  mode  of  proceeding  by  action  till  he  obtaitii 
judgment  and  ttie  Sheriff  selts— may  not  the  landlord 
still  say  that  he  will  not  take  less  than  the  actual  value, 
while^on  the  other  hand,  the  Sheriff  says  that  he  'Cannbt 
nrH  fcr  more  than  to  the  amount  of  the  Bank  paper  }  Iti 
this  way  most  it  not  still  go  to  tile  Courts  to  determine  th^ 
i|^e«tiott  Ofright^  fl^e  could  only  expect  to  go  on  iron| 
one  evil  to  an(»ther»  and  a  greater,  When  Mr.  Pitt  origin 
naliy  recommeoded  the  measureof  Bank  restiicttoity  that 
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ht  coqU  bE  m  diort-Mghted  m  mt  to  look  <ErwEfd  to 
Mriod  whtE  btttk-DolM  eiuU  be  made  a  kgaltEpder.  Was 
tt  for  iba  Uodbolder  of  fiogiaiHi,  however,  to  be  made  ihe 
ieape*goat  mid  the  victim  to  tbia  deatractive^qrMem*  wliick 
coold  odIjt  be  propped  ap  fer  a  aeasoo,  bat  coold  not  bo  e& 
fcctaaliy  aapported  i    Geoilemeo  oppoiKe  seemed  to  think 
that  aumcieut  unto,  the  dajr  vat  the  etil  thereof.    Hie  rigjbt 
booourable  gentleman  teemed  even  to  hold  oot  thicalE 
^aioft  the  landed  proprieton.    He  did  not  know  if  gentle- 
pen  were  diinoaid  to  pnt  op  with  this.    He  was  aatiaSed 
that  in  that  HoEse  the  right  bononrable  gentleman  wootd 
eanj  any  measnre  he  proposed ;  hot  did  not  this  fbroisb  e 
farther  proof  of  the  inadequate  representation    in    that 
House  f    Did  the  fUbt  bononrable  gentleman  suppose  that 
this  evil  woold  stopMort  of  the  fixiD|(  a  maximam  of  price? 
He  was  ^tisfied  it  would  not.    It  might  indeed  seem  to  be 
equally  danfferons  to  vetum  as  to  go  over;  bat  there  oooldi 
be  no  doubt  Oiat  the  path  in  which  we  now  were  must  Wad 
to  raia«     It  must  ena  in  destruction ;  be  did  not  say  in  ihk 
destruction  of  the  paople  of  the  conntryi  for  a  brave  *aod 
free  people  muu  be  immortal ;  but  it  must  end  in  the  rata 
of  the  estabtiUied  system. 

Mr.  Crtevtf/t  observing  that  there  were  about  forty  Mem* 
bers  of  the  GorpomtioE  of  the  Bank  of  England  who  bai^ 
seats  in  that  Hoosr,  and  being  of  opinion  that  they  were 
not  fit  penpos  to  kg isbte  on  the  subjftt  of  the  present  Biil^ 
and  that  too  in  the  absenoe  of  tbe  country  gentlemea,  wfaiio 
at  tbe  same  time  he  was  anxious  to  put  on  raooid  a  cxmuNt** 
rison  of  the  nature  of  the  interests  of  those  gsnUemen,  ana  o€ 
the  noble  Lord  (King)  who  had  been  sp  grossly  calumniaipd 
in  the  present  question,  gave  notice  that  he  should,  {MeTioaa 
to  the  second  mdiw  of  the  Bill,  submit  to  the  House  how 
hx  the  persons  alltt&d  to  were  fit  and  proper  penoos  to  be 
allowed  to  vote  on  such  an  occastoa. 

The  CkmHceltar  of  th$  Eschequery  in  eKplaaation,  sak!, 
tiiat  he  never  meant  to  say  that  the  Bill  would  probably 
expire  on  tbe  25th  of  March ;  and  ibajt  by  limiting  it  to 
that  day  the  serious  attention  qf  Parliament  roost  be  called 
to  tbe  question  early  in  tbe  oeztiseKion.  The  billt  originaling 
in  the  House  of  Liords,  bad  no  penal  clause^  as  a  peEuby 
could  not  be  there  proposed;  but  it  was  his iateBlioB Sa 

Efopose  a  clause  of  tb^t  sort.    As  to  the  charges  that  he 
ad  been  supposed  to  make  against  Loid  King,  it  most  be 
remembered  that  he  had  given  him  gredii  for  havi 
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from  pure  raotiyes,  aUhough  he  could  not  coincide  in  his 
views.  He  therefore  had  no  intention  that  the  terras  should 
be  at  all- applied  to  Lord  King's  conduct,  when  he  said*^ 
that  before  tfab  transaction  there  had  been  no  instance  of 
endeavouring  to  enforce  payment  in  gold,  except  from 
pedlars  or  smugglers,  who  wanted  to  make,  an  illegal  !!se  of 
it«  It  wa3  not  the  observations  of  Gentlemen  who  opposed 
the  Bill  that  made  him  change  hrs  original  opinion,  but  it 
was  the  fact  of  seeing  tbm  a  large  collection  of  persons,  act- 
ing as  a  party,  felt  it  their  duty  to  applaud  and  pnnegyrize 
Lord  KingV  conduct,  as  if  there  h|id  been  something  very 
patriotic  in  it.  At  the  same  time  none  of  this  party  evinced 
any  intention  of  following  the  example  which  tiiey  had 
praised  so  much,  i 

Mr*  Whilbrtad  saitl,  he  did  not  know  how  he  should 
have  acted,  if  placed  in  Lord  King's  circumstances.  In  his 
part  ofvthe  country,  they  did  not  usually  grant  such  leases. 

The  House  then  divided, 

For  reading  the  Biit  -        -        -        64 

Against  it       -----        J9 

Majority        -        -   45 

On  our  re-admission  into  the  gallery, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  l^xchequer  was  stating  his  reasons 
for  fixing  Monday  next  fbr  the  second  reading.  He  tlionght 
that  the  Bill  might  occupy  a  week ;  but  that  if  the  second 
reading  was  put  off  to  a  later  perioci,  the  attendance  would 
be  thinner. 

Mr.  Jterne?/  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Hons6 
should  be  called  over  on  Monday  sc^might  He  did  this 
for  the  purpose  of  shewing  the  country  the  importance 
which  Parliament  attached  to  the  Bill. 
.  This  Amendment  was  supported  by  Mr  Whitbread  and 
Mi^.  Abercrombie,  and  opposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  for  reading  the  Bill  a  second  time  on  Mon- 
day— ; 

Ayes,  62*     Noes,  20. — Majority,  43. 

When  strangers  were  re-admitted,  we  found  Mr.  Tierney 
moving  that  a  Secret  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
report  on  the  eflects  of  the  Bauk  Ilestriction^n  1797. 

Mr.  Whitbread  and  Lord  Folkstone  approved  of  the  mo« 
lion  :  Mr.  Baring  thought  it  was  not  at  present  necessarv. 

Vol.  111.— 1811.  5C 
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Mr.  FuHer  wondered  to  bear  any  donbt  of  the  solyeocj 
of  f  he  Bank,  as  it  was  to  be  sapported  by  the  solvencj-  of 
Cfovernment ;  and  Government  surely  h.tri  ships  and  stones, 
and  plenty  of  valuables  besides.    \iv  ( Mr.  Fuller)  did  not 
utiderstami  the  objects  of  the  persons  who  had  broattht  for« 
wani  rhe  question,  but  be* was  convinced  they  were  some- 
thing  8inikter  {a  laugh).     As  to  Bank-notes,  if  any  landlord 
wns  otfrrfd  ])Hyment  in  them,  and  he  wanted  gold,  he(Mr. 
Fuller)  did  not  know  what  might  be  done ;  bat  of  this  he 
was  sure,  that  the  whole  tenantry  of  the  country  woaki 
meet  and  toss  him  in  a  blanket,  {laughing.) 

The  House  then  divided,  and  the  motion  was  lost  by  69 
to  17. 

The  House  then  adjourn^  to  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   JULY    ll2. 
CIRCULATING    MBDIUBI. 

I^arl  Stanhope  observed,  that  the  measure  wtfich  the 
House  had  lately  adopted  respecting  the  Circulating  Me- 
dium of  the  country,  and  which  was  now  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  could  only  be  considered  as  preliminary  to  other 
measures  whieh  must  be  resorted  to,  if  not  in  this  session, 
at  any  rate  in  the  next  session.  A  deep  wound  bad  been 
jrivcn  to  the  currency  of  the  country,  to  which  the  Bill  re- 
cently adopted  was  by  no  means  a  plaister;  t>r  rather,  it  was  . 
merely  a  plaister  to  kr(*p  off  the  spies  and  wasps  from  the 
wound,  until  proper  means  could  be  adopted  to  cure  it. 
With  this  view  he  thought  it  right  to  lose  no  time  in  stating 
the  propositions  which  he  conceived  it  would  be  necessary 
to  nu:reo  to,  in  the  form  of  principles,  as  a  basis  for  the 
establishment  of  a  circulating?  medium,  which  might  be 
satl'ly  made  a  legal  tender.  His  only  object  now  was,  that 
his  Resolutions  should  lie  upon  the  table  for  consideration 
next  session.  His  Lordship  then  read  a  string  of  IS  Reso- 
lutions, tlic  objects  of  which  were  the  establishment  of 
branches  of  the  Bank  of  England,  the  entry  of  sums^  in  the 
Bank  l)ooks,  and  the  transfer  of  them  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
thus  the  creation  of  a  circulating  medium  to  which  neither 
iroUl  or  silver  would  be  necessary,  and  which  might,  under 
certain  rei^ulations,  be  safely  made  a  legal  tender,  bis  Lord- 
ship objcjiing  to*making  Bank-notes  themselves  a  l^al  ten- 
tier,  on  the  ground  tliat  the  most  paltry  engraver  might 
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counterfeit  them,  and  that  there  would  be  no  security  to  the 
person  receiving  them,  that  thej  were  not  forged.  Some 
words  were  also  introdaccd,  to  declare  the  solvency  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  an  alarm  which 
his  Lordship  stated  had  prevailed  on  this  bead,  in  conse* 
quence  of  some  observations  made  on  a  former  night.  His 
Lordship,  after  shortly  observing  upon  the  necessity  there 
was  for  resorting  to  some  secure  mode  of  making  a  legal 
tender  in  lieu  of  gold,  which  could  not  be  procured^  moved 
that  his  Resolutions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  of  opinion,  that  upon  a  sub« 
ject  of  such  vast  importauce,  it  would  be  by  no  means  ad* 
visable  for  their  Lordships,  upon  a  sudden^and  in  so  tliin  a 
House»  to  come  even  to  that  vote  of  approbation  of  these 
propositions,  which  would  be  implied  in  ordering  them  to 
be  printed.  From  the  little  consideration  he  had  been 
enabled  to  give  the  Resolutions  whilst  his  Noble  Friend  was 
reading  them,  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  agree  in 
many  parts  of  them.  i\s  to  the  solvency  of  the  Bank^  there 
was  no  ground  whatever  for  the  alarm  which  tlie  Noble 
Earl  had  alluded  to.  No  one  had  doubted  the  solvency  of 
the  Bank;  on  the  contrary,  those  Noble  Lords  who  had 
argued  against  the  Noble  Earfs  Bill  had  expressly  admitted^ 
that  from  the  great  additional  profits  the  Bank  had  made 
from  the  issue  of  their  paper,  there  coukl  be  no  doubt  of 
their  solvency.  As  to  the  argument  of  the  Noble  Earl, 
stated  in  his  Resolutions,  that  gold  was  not  necessary  to  a 
circulating  medium,  it  was  one  to  which  he  (Lord  Lauder- 
dale) was  by  no  means  prepared  to  agroe.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  debate  upon  the  Resolutions  ought  to  be 
adjourned,  in  order  to  give  time  for  a  fuller  consideration  of 
the  subject. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  be  had  not  yet  made  any  motion 
for  printing  the  Resolutions.  His  object  was,  that  they 
should  lie  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  noble  Lords. 
He  had,  however,  no  objection  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  As  to  the  solvency  of  the  Bank,  if  no  one  doubted 
it,  all  that  would  be  necessary  would  be  for  him  to  take  out 
of  the  Resolutions  the  words  he  ha<l  inserted  relative  to  that 
point.  His  Lordship  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  debate 
be  adjourned  till  Tuesday.— Ordered. — ^Adjourned  till 
Monday. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY,  JULY    15. 

In  the  Appeal  from  ihe  Court  of  Session  in    Scotland, 
•'  C'adell  ancl  Davies  v.  Kobertson,*'  respecting  the  Copv- 
rii^lu  to  Biirns*s  Poems,  which  stood  forjudgmeot,  the  LordL 
Chancellor  <If  livered  his  Qpinion     The  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  ScsMoo  hod  by  a  majority  decided  against  the  Copyright, 
on  the  .irround  that  the  works  were  not  entered  at  Stationers' 
Hall.     The  Lord   Chancellor  was,  however,  of  opinion, 
that  the  entry  of  a  work  at  SiaTioners'  Hall,  was  not  neces- 
sary to  give  (he  author  or  purchaser  of  the  copyric^ht  bis 
civil  remedies  by  action,  injunction,   or  interdict   against 
any  person  piratins;  thai  work,  in  support  of  the  rii^hc  given 
to  the  author  by  the  Si.'itnte  of  Ann.-    That  the  effect  of  not 
enterino;  the  work  at  Stationers'  Hall  was,  that  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  imposed  by  that  Act  upon  persons  pirating 
wm-ks,  could  not  be  enforced,  but  that  the  author  or  pur- 
chaser of  the  Copyricrht  had  notwithstanding  his  civil  reme- 
dies.    His    Lordiihip,  therefore,  proposed  to   declare  this 
principle,  and  to  send  the  cause  back  with  this  declarattoa 
to  the  Court  of  Session,  that  they  may  review  their  deci- 
sion.    l*his  motion  he  intended  to  make  to-morrow^,  and 
therefore  moved  to  proceed  further  in  this  case  to-morrow. 
— Ordered. 
Adjourned- 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    JULY  15. 
GOLD   COIN    BILL. 

Mr.  Perceval,  the  orders  of  the  day  having  been  read, 
moved  that  the  Gold  Coin  Bill  be  now  re«i  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Eden,  in  a  short  speech,  opposed  the  Bill.  Tbe 
principle  of  establishing  a  permanent  paper  currency^  not 
convertible  into  specie,  he  thought  a  very  mischievous  one. 
If  this  was  not  the  avowed  principle  of  the  Bill,  it  coald, 
however,  have  nUnnately  no  other  tendency.  They  coaU 
not  rest  satisfied  with  that  measure — they  must  then  pro- 
ceed to  make  hank-pnper  a  legal  tender.  He  thought  it 
extraordinary  that  while  honourable  gentlemen  were  pro- 
posing the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  that  before  the 
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HoQse,  tbey  could  at  the  same  time  have  the  confidence  to 
contend  that  bank-paper  was  not  depreciated,  when  there 
could  be  scarcely  a  stronger  proof  of  that  depreciation  than 
the  introduction  of  the  present  Bill.     It  was  pretended  that 
the  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  do  common  justice  to  tbe  pub- 
lt9  creditor.     He  did  not  think  that  tbe  Bill  could  have  that 
effect.     It  could,  in  fact,  do  very  little,  unless  followed  up 
by  that  of  making  bank-notes  a   legal  tender;  and  even 
that  measure  would  not  be  sufficient  if  Parliament  did  not 
agree  to  establish  a  maximum  of  prices,  and  thus  they  would 
have  to  run  the  whole  race  of  assignats.-    The  arguments 
which  might  have  justitied  the  passing  the  Restriction  Act 
in  1797«  or  even  ihbse  which  might  have  had  some  weii/^ht 
\  in  recommending  tbe  ei^tension  of  that  Act,  were  wholly 
inadmissible  when  attempted  to  be  applied  to  the  measure 
tb^irbefore  them;   of  that  restriction,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
say,  that  whatever  it  might  have  been  in  its  commencement, 
the  effects  of  its  prolonged  continuance  had  been  most  mis- 
chievous.    He  asked   why  the  Bill  was  not  to  extend  to 
Ireland  ?     Was  it  because  the  Jews  and  pedlars  in  that 
country  had  been  teo  long  in  possession  of  the  right  of 
claiming  what  was  but  their  legal  property,  to  make  it  pru- 
dent to  deprive  them  of  it;  as  the    Bill,   however,  now 
stood,  the  guineas  x)f  this  country  would  find  an  open  mar- 
ket in  Ireland .-^He  then  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  King,  wluch  had  been  very  much  misrepre- 
sented.    He  concluded  by  expressing  a  wish,  that  for  the 
sake  of  remedying  the  difficulties  under  which  the 'present 
state  of  the  currency  laboured,  that  for  tbe  future,  Govern- 
ment and  the  Bank  would  be  less  eager  to  look  f»r  oppor- 
tunities of  consulting  their  natural  accommodation,  and 
that  the  issue  of  bank-paper  would  be  placed  under  proper 
restrictions,  or  that  the  Bank  would  return  to  payments  in 
specie. 

Mr.  Herbert  commented  with  some  warmth  upon  the, 
extraordinary  auspices  under  which  the  present  Bill  bad 
been  introduced  to  the  House,  and  the  equally  extraor- 
dinary manner  in  which  it  had  been  at  first  resisted,  and 
finally  supported  by  his  Majestys  Ministers.  A  compulsory 
law  to  support  public  credit,  was  one  which  was  enough  in 
itself  to  excite  very  general  alarm ;  the  fickle  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  Government  in  first  opposmg,  and  then  sud- 
denly giving  all  their  aid  in  forwarding  this  measure,  was 
enough  almost  to  excuse  the  suspicions  which  had  by  some 
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persons  beeo  so  anwan  antablj  indulged  in  respecting  all 
pablic  roen.<— The  risrht  honourable  genlleman  bad  fold 
thein,  that  if  that  Bill  failed  in  doins;  that  which   he   ^x- 

Ccted  it  would  do,  it  would  then  be  necessary  to  mstke 
nk*no(e8  a  ki^al  tender.     Those,  therefore,  wfio  did  Dot 
expect  any  thin^  from  this  measure,  were  to  ar<;ue  it  with  a 
reference  lo  that  Bill,  which  they  were  told  would  follow 
after  it.     It  was  certainly  but  just,  that  if  you  compel   the 
pobiic  creditor  to  take  that  paper,  you  ought  to  protect  bim 
from  the  loss  arising  out  of  its  depreciation  ;  but  it  was  oe- 
oessary  to  show  that  this  Bill  could  so  protect  the  public 
creditor,  before  they  could  prove  that  it  was  necessary.      He 
did  not  think  that  it  would  have  any  such  effect;  but  of  this 
he  was  certain,  that  if  they  wcresincere  in  their  vrhh  to  pro-  • 
tect  the  public  creditor  from  the  injustice  complained  of^ 
they  mi^fat  remove  the  measure  that  created  that  injustiQe. 
In  alludiuG:  to  the  conduct  of  a  noble  Lord  (Kin*;),  the  riorht 
honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  had  said. that 
certain  gentlemen,  who  had  originally  opposed  the  Restric- 
tion Acty  had  done  so  because  they  apprehended   (hat   it 
would  create  a  double  price,  and  yet  these  same  persons  ap- 
proved of  the  conduct  of  Lord  Kin^,  thoui^h  so  much  more 
likely,  if  generally  imitated,  to  produce  that  effect     To 
this,  be  (Mr.  Herbert)  answered,  that  Lord  King's  conduct 
eookl  have  had  no  such  possible  tendency,  and  that  with 
respect  to  the  apprehensions  of  a  double  price  being-  the  ul- 
timate result  of  the  Restriction  Act,  they  had  been  proved 
by  the  event  to  have  been  but  too  well  foundal.    The  result 
of  that  Act  bad  verified  all  the  predictions  which  had  been 
made  by  those  who  opposed  it.    There  was  in  fact  a  double 
price,  though  it  could  not  \ie  proved  conclusively  from  the 
habits  of  the  small  retailers  who  buy  to  sell  again,  because 
their  views  and  immediate  object  oi  a  slight  profit  upon 
every  small  article,  making  it  of  little  import  to  them  com- 
paratively ivhat  that  currency  is  which  tliey  receive  this 
moment,  to  part  with  the  next,  at  the  same  value.     So  that 
it  was  Dot  trying  the  question  fairly  to  put  that  case,  they 
had  so  often  heard  of,  that  one  man  wilt  get  as  much  in  a 
shop  for  a  pound*note  and  a  sluUing,  as  another  vrill  for  his 
guinea.    He  who  was  immediately  affected  by  the  depie* 
ciation  of  paper,  was  the  man  who  lived  on  an  income  ari- 
.sing  out  or  a  fixed  capital— «nd  in  this  point  of  view,  consi* 
dering  how  necessary  it  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  pub« 
lie  to  the  true  state  of  the  quc&tion,  he  thought  the  conldocl . 
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of  Lord  Kiru^  highly  patriotic  and   laudable,  in  bringinjo^ 
home  the  question  in  such  a  vay  that  it  must  be  met,  that  it 
cannot  any  longer  be  evaded.     But  what  effects  coiild  be 
expected  from  even  the  bold  measure  of  making^  paper  a 
le^i  tender  ?     There  was,  he  contended,  no  injustice  in  the 
demand  of  Lonl  King,  if  made  on  his  tenantry.     But  what 
would  this  do,  but  transfer  the  injusiice  supposed  to  be  suf- 
fered by  the  tenant,  in  that  case,  roally  to  the  land  lord  ?  But 
how  could  such  a  law  be  madeefr(*ctual?    Suppose  such  a 
law  in  force;  could  it  prevent  a  landholder  from  saying*-^ 
there  is  my  land,  give  me  three  hundred  pounds  in  gold 
coin,  and  it  is  yours;  or  if  you  will  pay  me  in  paper,  Til 
not  t!ike  less  than  3601.    In  fact,  they  inight  as  well  expect, 
by  the  mere  sound  of  their  voice,  to  stop  the  descent  of  a 
stone  falling  to  the  ground  by  its  own  gravity.    If,  however, 
it  could  not  do  what  it  ^as  intended  to  do,  it  would  still, 
he  feared,  do  more  than  enough — it  would  have  the  effect  of 
defrauding  all  those  who  had  old  leases,  old  mortgages,  and 
annuitants,  of  a  great  portion  of  their  just  rights;  they 
might  defraud  them,  but  still  they  could  not  stop  deprecia* 
tion — they  could  not  prevent  a  tradesman  from  saying,  you 
may  have  this  article  for  a  guinea,  but  if  I  am  to  book  it,  I'll 
enter  it  at  a  higher  price.     There  had  been  a  great  displea- 
sure evinced  by  some,  of  instituting  any  comparison  between 
bank-paper  and  assignats;  but  for  his  part,  as  far  as  related 
to  the  principle  of  the  question  before  them,  he  saw  not  the 
slightest  difference, 

Mr,  Calcrafl  was  surprised  to  hear  his  honourable  friend 
express  himself  as  he  had  done  in  his  comparison  of  our 
present  currency  with  the  French  assignats.  It  would  ap- 
pear, and  could  be  proved,  from  documents  before  them» 
that  French  assigifats  to  the  amount  of  130  millions  ster« 
ling  had  been  assigned  on  property  not  sold,  and  that  in 
the  space  of  one  yesLV-^Hearl  hcarl) — and  this  loo  Jast 
after  a  revolution,  the  violence  of  which  had  not  yet  sub* 
sided-^whereas,  in  this  country,  where  the  utmost  faith  had 
been  kept  with  the  public,  and  in  times  of  perfect  security, 
the  issue  for  the  same  length  of  time  did  not  then  exceed 
twenty-three  ipillions  sterling.  ^  When,  therefore,  gentle- 
men could  see  no  difference  between  these  two  opposite 
kinds  of  securities,  he  could  only  say  that  it  showed  how  far 
the  heat  of  controversy  could  carry  even  the  most  intelli- 
gent men.  ( iJear !)  Every  gentleman  in  that  House  must 
J;€  interested  in  supporting  the  credit  of  the  country— it  was 
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nn  ol'jecl  dear  to  the  lie  arts  of  all  who  heanl  bim — therefo 
was  11  the  more  to   be  regretted  when  any  thing  in  tliic 
warmth  ol  discussion  escaped  them  that  might  ^  out  to  ill e 
country,  and  have  a  very  injuriouv  eflfect  upon  more  persor^^ 
Dot  competent  to  judge  the  question.     He  spoke  with  pakn. 
upon  this  subject,  because  it  was  one  on  which  he  differed 
liom  those  wiih  whom  he  had  been  in  the  haBit  of  acting-, 
and  for  i\  horn  be  had  a  high  regard.     When  he  first  beard 
of  the  conduct  of  a  noble  Lord,  he  did  not  think,  however 
liuforiunate  the  act  itself  appeared  to  him  to  be,  that  it  W33 
one  which  made  any  legislative  proceeding  necessary;  bat 
frqm  what  he  had  since  heard,  he  did  not  see  how  thev 
could  separate  without  adopting  some  legislative  measure. 
Of  the  Uill  now  before  tliem,  he  would  ask  what  it  was  to 
rli>  hut  that  upon  which  they  had  been  acting  for  ibe  Jast 
fourteen  years?    {Hear\)  'But  then  it  had  been  said  that 
if  M),  the  Bill  was  unnecessary.     What!  after  the  conduct 
of  Lord  Kin;j?     Well,  but  nobodv  will  follow  that  noble 
Lord's  example.     Then,  if  so,  wlieie  will  be  the  severity, 
or  allei^rd  injustice   of  its  operatitm,  in  compelling  us  to 
take  dc[)reriated*paper  ?     in  the  first,  it  did  not  so  compel 
IIS ;  ai.d  in  the  next  place,  was  the  Rank  paper  depreciated? 
He,  for  his  pnrt,  did  not  affect  to  be  profound  upon  the 
<|uestion;  but  he  wished  to  know  if  any  of  his  honourable 
friends  could  get  more  for. a  guinea,  than  be  could  for  a 
|KYuful  not(*  and  a  shilling,  in  their  ordinary  experience  of 
i)uying  niul  selling,  as  far  as  it  went      He  found  no  diffi* 
cuiiy,  whatever,  in  passing  a  bank-note,  and  should  be  at 
iill  itmes  happy  to  take  one  in  exchange  for  any  thing  be 
had  to  di^spose  of,  or  in  payment  of  any  debt  dueto  Qioi. 
lo(  t*ed,  out  of  a  certain  circle  of  his  friends  who  so  loved  to 
imprt've  their  understandings  by  talking  continually  on  po» 
liiical  economy,  {A  tai/gh)  lie  heard  nothing  of  that  alarm- 
1  nor  depreciation  of  which  they  had  heard  so  much  within 
tliat  flou'ie.  The  fact  of  depreciation  he  never  yet  had  been 
fortunate  enough  to  get  presented  to  him  in  any  tangible 
hhn|)e.     One  gentleman  stated    his  depreciation  to  be  £0 
per  cent.;  another  15  per  cent. ;  a  third  but  teo  per  cent* 
riiis  proved,  at  least,  That  these  gentlemen  wg-e  not  them- 
•  selves  ncrreed  about   what  they  liad  fancied  they  all  con- 
curred in.     But  the  p:reat  rise  in  the  price  of  provisions  had 
lH*en  insisted  on.     Was  the  annual  diffusion  of  eighty  mil- 
lions tlHonjIiout  this  country  to  be  attended  with  no  ef^ 
ficxs  upon  the  rise  of  provisions  ?    Was  no  allowance  to  be 
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made  for  the  great  increase  of  luxuries?  Th«  fact  of  the 
rise  in  prices  was  no  proof  of  depreqation,  bot  ooly  a  proof 
that  money  bought  less  now  than  it  did  formerly.  Qut  the  * 
Bank  had  been  charged  with  an  excessive  issue  of  papers- 
how, did  that  appear? — At  the  time  of  the  restriction^  the 
issue  in  both  pnper  and  gold  amounted  to  95  millions,  of' 
which  C3  was  gold,  and  the  remainine  10  millions  was  in 
paper— ^-whereas  the  paper  issue  of  the  Sank  at  present  did 
not  amount  to  S3  millions*  Besides,  whenever  the  Bank  had ' 
made  an .  over-issue,  it  alvi^ays  reverted  and  corrected  itself 
ID  the  course  of  three  months,  for  they  oilly  discounted  bills 
at  two  months;  an  instance  of  this  occurred  recentlv»  wheat 
for  the  general  beneBt  they  made  an  issue  of  85  millions  to  * 
relieve  tlie  pressure  arising  at  that  tinieottt  of  the  many  Al- 
lures which  then  occurrea ;  this  issue,  however,  soon  cor- 
rected itself  and  returned  to  the  former  one  of  1^3  millions— 
tile  notes  not  absohiteiy  in  circulation  must  necessarily 
return  to  the  Bank,  for  who  would  pay  five  per  cent,  for 
money  he  did  not  want?  He  admkted  that  this  was  sot 
ifhe  best  possible  state  of  the  circulating  medium,  but  it  was 
as  good  as  under  all  the  circumstances  they  could -expect  to 
have.  In  1797  the  Bank  Restriction  Act  paksed,  and  for 
twelve  years  after  it  passed,  our  foreign  exchanges  were  ill 
favour  of  this  country  ;  bnt  for  the  last  two  years,  from  the 
unfortunate  state  of  trade  arising  from  the  measure  adopted 
to  counteract  diose  of  tiie  enemy,  the  balance  of  payments 
beiog^against  us,  turned  the  exchanges  again.st  this  coon- 
try.  But  this,  none  of  liis  friends  wou^  argue,  was  a  reason 
wYiv  they  should  have  done  with  the  Bank  Restriction  Act* 
and  return  to  a  gulden  circulation— -but*  he  (Mr.  Calcraft) 
contended  that  it  was  impossible  then  to  return  to  it.  (ffforl) 
There  was  no  free'intercourse  of  trade  to  procure  gold.  He 
did  not  doubt  that  there  was  plenty  of  gold  in  Ehrope)  but 
bow  were  they  to  get  at  it?  they  could  not  buy  gold  with 
bank-notes.  (Heart  hear  I  from  the  Oppoiitian  benchet.) 
How  ungratefully  his  friends  seemed  to  catch  at  every  op* 
portunity  to  cry  down  that  paper  to  whose  bounty  they 
owed  so  much  of  their  mapy  enjoymcuits—- even  the  very 
clothes. they  wore.  (A  hugh.)  It  was,  after  all,  but  hu- 
man nature  {J  iaugk.)  But  he  still  asked  bow  were  they 
to  get  this  gold?  By  exchanging  not  gold  for  gold,  but 
their  commodities  for  gold.  Well  then,  we  deal  in  cloth, 
eoffee,  and  suear;  send  them— hut  to  whom  could  we  con- 
sign  them  ?  ilis  honourable  friend  near  htm,  (Mf  •  A.  Ba- 
VouUL^lSll.  5D 
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^mg)  lra»  suffici^t  tfoiboriiy  upan  tbit  poiat ;  who  bad  said 
tWt  if  ke  WAiilHI  10,000/.  in  gold»  be  would  oot  know  how 
t^tet  about  prooiKiag  it.     lo  adverting  to  Iiord  Kind's 
iMMice  tp  hit  leaaoU,  he  saidi  that  when  it  was  first  koowa 
•II  ihe  world  were  aurari^edi  and  justlv  ao,  for  who  could 
have  ihoushi  of  a  tudaeo  and.  violent  departure,,  in  a  aingJo 
ia^aaocs  ^o«a  a  mtide  of  pajrmeot  that  had  gone  on  aor 
ooeaticiKd  for  fourteen  veara  before  1     It  had  beea  said  in 
oeftrnee  of  Lord  King,  that  liia  demand  only  related  to  old 
leases ;  hat  tie  wo^id  #ak  if  there  was  one  of  thoae  leases  of 
Lord  King's  which  had  not  been  made  since  the  passing  of 
ibe  He^irkiion  \vt,    (Uear\  k^ar'l)    If  he  was  correctly 
iniunwedi  there  ^af  not  one  which  had  not  been  laade  since 
the  psamng  of  that  Act.    (Ileurl  hear !  hrarl)    He.  would 
pm  it  km  the  canchNir  of  eyery  man  who  beard,  if  there  Has 
a  leaac  inn  -e  by  one  of  th^m  for  the  ls$t  fourtero  years,  at 
the  t\aieof  the  «iiMl»iiiK  of  which  th<y    expected  to  haiFe 
their  rents,  tHmiiniz  due  upon  it,    paid  in   ^o\A.    (^Htmrl 
iecrl  htorl)     In  suvh  u  Matt-,  then,  ^hat  w^^sto  be  done 2 
W  by,  he  ^ould  tt*li  lUeiu  what  iiiiist  be  done— tlu-y  muat 

5-otect  the  lenunlry  of  the  country.  (Hearl  hear  I  ieuri) 
ut  8upp<»ae  ihe  iH»l>lf  Loidi  or  any  other,  aboiild  proceed 
to  distrain  ^br  his  rem  in  gold,  when  he  brought  hiateoam% 
property  to  the  hammer,  did  he  expect  tJiat  the  buyeis 
vould  pay  m  gold?  But  if  the  laudloitl  could  do  this,  if  be 
coold  legally  ruin  hia  tenant,  becauae  he  did  not  give  him 
what  it  waa  impossible  for  him  to  procure,  was  it  possible 
that  any  gentleman  could  wish  to  leave  the  tenant  and  his 

(ropecty  in  such  a  state  of  uncertainty  ?  (  Hewr  .'  htar  1) 
nl  when  the  landlord  gets  all  his  rent  in  gold,  admitting  it 
irere  possible,  what  can  he  do  with  the  gold  i  He  can  only 
either  melt  it,  or  send  it  to  the  Continent.  It  had  been  said 
Ihat  Ibe  Irish  market  would  be  o|ien  to  oar  gntneas.  Cer- 
Iftinly  be  thought  that  English  landlords  might  be  bettei 
employed  than  in  levying  of  their  tenants,  their  leotsin  gold 
4o  their  loss  of  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  in  order  to  sell  gqt* 
ness  in  the  Irish  market.  Lord  King  seemed,  to  him,  iit 
the  whole  of  this  transaction,  to  hare  prefecrod  his  repata« 
tionas/an  author  to  cposideratUMK  of  far  more  importance. 
The  noble  Lord  bad  written  upon  this  subject.  He  had  fine- 
told  what  did  not  seem  likely  to  be  reansed.  Well^  says 
|he  noble  Lord,  this  is  too  baa  (a  laugh),  I  can't  get  a  pcac* 
^icnl  illusttalioa  of  9ty  fa^urite  theory,  and  VU  risk  the 
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trial,  m jself,  of  making  one.  Ill  pro  veto  all  the  world  4b«t 
bank-notes  have  depreciated,  and  the  noble  Lord  aoted  ac^  * 
cordingly,  and  appeared  to  have  for^g^olten  the  noble  Lon} 
in  the  author.  (A  laugh;  and^Hearl  hear  I)  Mr.  Calk 
craft  tbotf  concluded  iwith  esprsising  bh  iatealion  to  votb 
for  the  Bill. 

Mr»  Brot^ham  could  not  see  how  the  aY]^iiiiientiof  the 
lionoiirabk  gentleman  who  had  precede  him,  ahMeoat  of 
*any  consideration  of  the  present  Bill,  thooj^h  tfaej  mi^^ 
'have  been  very  much  in  point  during  the  diaoassibn  on  thb 
Beport  of  the  Bullion  Committee.     He  had  told  them,  aoA 
this  was  the  whole  amount  of  his  aiwament  thatni{|ht,  that 
bank-notes  are  not  depreciated,  and  that  a  oiie-poaiid  bailk* 
note  and  one  shilling  are' precisely  of  the  same  valtte  with  a 
iguinea.    U  poa  this  showing  then  of  the  honourable  gentle^ 
man,  they  were  at  present  about  to  pass  a  BiU^  ihe  sote  pwN 
•poae  of  which  was  to  force  them  to  do  what  was  already  done  . 
to  their  hands.    And,  what  was  marvellous  to  teli>  and  iocie- 
dibleto  believe>  this  Bill  wastoeslabltsh  what  was  expressly 
declared  by  a  recent  Resolution  of  the  House  to  be  already 
estaUished,  by  the  Resolution  in  whteh  it  is  declared,  that 
bank-notes  and  gold  are  of  equal  value  in  the  pabKc  estima- 
tion. (Hear !  iSsar !)  This  was  the  true  shape  of  the quta* 
tion  which  they  were  nowdiscussing^c'-a&d  in  considering  it, 
it  was  his  intentioa  to  apply  himself  not  <so  much  to  itik 
general  question,  as  to  the  specific  measure  which  was  nnw 
.    brought  before  them.  This  measure  was  indeed  a. most iiioval 
and  portentous  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  public  function** 
riesof  this  country,  to  introduce  principlea'-^hougli,  thaft; 
God,  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  introduce  thcw.prinei- 
pies  into  the  country ;  but  the  ideas  of  these  principles  had 
oeen  fint  mooted  by  them  faeiie«-*principles  which  had  been 
adopted  and  acted  upon  by  the  visioDaries  of  the  French  Re- 
volution, who,  by  means  of  them,  had  tormented  £urope 
ajid.ruined  France.    (Hear !  hear!)    In  imitation  of  whose 
conduct  they  were  now  oal)il^:  on  Parliament  to  force  men 
'  in  their  private  transactions  with  one  another  to  accept  of  a 
paper  curiency  upon  certain  fixed  terms  prescribed  by  the 
Legislature,  and  to  over-reach  one  another  in.  all  bargains 
ahready  entered  into.    This  ym  t\\e  principle  about  to  te  ia- 
,  tiodttoed  in  the  present  Bill,  and  it  was  to  discuss  such  a 
Bill  that  he  now  humbly  subaaitted  his  sentiments  to  the 
Haase,  t^t  be  might,  at  the  y&y  4»t  tim&tbat  it  was.pqs* 
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•iUe^  protnt  against  this  most  dan/iperMs  ioaoTation,  and 
not  (May  his  opinion  till  a  period  when  be  conUfooljr  op« 
pose  minor  objeqtions  in  a  Committee.    His  objrctions  to 
tke  Bill  were  ao  radical,  that  it  appeared  to  him  impomible 
by  any  amendment,  addition,  or  omiission,  to  render  it  aup* 
portable,  unless  the  whole  clauses  of  the  Bill  were  omitted^ 
and  soowthin^  harmless  substituted  in  their  place.    He 
uronld  not  imitate  the  conduct  ol' those  on  the  opposite  aidci 
in  going  at  snch  length  into  the  orij^in  of  the  measure,  for 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  or^n  of  it.     He  did  not  be- 
lieve, however,  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the  conduct  of 
Lnrd  Kmg  to  hia  tenantry ;  and  if  he  wanted  a  proof  of 
ihift  be  bad  only  to  look  at  the  history  of  the  Bill,  in  which 
there  was  not  one  provision  originally  to  oieet  this  conduct, 
bnt  which  seemed  altogether  intended  to  supply  the  defect 
#f  the  Uw^-and  he  should  wish  that  this  deficiency  in  the 
law  should  long  continue  to  exist*  arising  from  the  recent 
deeision  in  the  case  of  De  Yonge  and  others.    So  that  be* 
IbfW  the  clause  of  distress  bad  been  iarroduoed,  the  Bill 
went  merely  to  free  the  currency  of  the  Bank  from  snar- 
ing by  transactiona  which  the  Judges  had  declared  not  to  be 
illegal;  but  afterwards,  when  a  handle  occurred,  when  the 
Alicame  vhroogh  the  ordinary  taciics  of  the  right  honour- 
able  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  it  was 
applied  by  him  to  serve  his  party  purposes,  ttud,  as  ufual, 
be  bad  endeavoured  to  throw  on  his  edvemaries  the  odiuai 
of  n  conduct  which  was  neoessarily  forced  upon  them  by  his  . 
own  meuurca.    (Hear !  h^ar  I)    At  this  a^r  period  of  the 
Bill,  a  clause  was  introduced  to  meet  the  case  alluded  to; 
but  whether  that  clause  would  be  effectual  or  not,  w«a  what 
they  were  now  deciding  on.    This  enactment,  providing  a 
lemedy  for  distress,  without  some  new  measure,  would  still 
be  found  ineftctuai.     It  oonki  do  no  good,  and  was  only 
strong  enoof^h  to  do  mischief.     It  would  interfere  with  pri« 
Vate  contracts ;  it  would  enable  debtors  to  defraud  their  ere* 
ditors ;  bet  as  to  afibrdin^  any  protection  to  those  whom  it 
was  its  intention  to  save,  it  would  be  found  as  inefficacious 
^as  before*    Any  person  in  the  situation  attempted  to  be 
'atmck  at  in  the  Bill  was  still  at  perfect  liberty,  luHwitfa* 
Stjsnding  this  enactment.    He  could  yet,  as  hsA  been  this 
night  stated  by  an  honourable  gentiemao  (Mr.  Herbert^, 
export  bis  guineas  to  Ireland ;  for  there  was  no  law  to  pro* 
bibit  him  from  doing  this ;  and  there  effecting  a  sak  of 
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dieiii  far  .bank*paper,  he  would  obtain  their  real  and  ook 
tbeir  ooiQinal  ralne.  By  ihen  purchasing  bills  of  exchange, 
be  could  easily  remit  their  produce  to  this  country;  and 
thui,  b^  one  single  link-of  a  circuit,  he  would  be  enabled 
to  obtain  their  value.  The  franiers  of  this  Bill  hud  altoge- 
tber  overlooked  this  circumstance^  whirh  would  render  it 
•till  more  completely  inefficacious.  What  could  the  Bill 
effect,  but  merely  take  away  from  Loid  King  one  of  the 
*  various  remedies  which  he  possessed  against  the  effects  of 
the  fraudulent  conduct  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Bog* 
land  ?  He  had  no  business  with  that  person,  but  as  he  hiui 
been  alluded  to  in  that  House,  be  could  not  help  expressing 
his  applause  of  his  conduct  (Hearl)  He  would,  in  the 
face  of  those  who  were  the  least  charitably  disposed  towards 
that  noble  Lord,  express  his  admiration  of  his  talents,  hia 
virtues,  and  his  accomplishments;  but  with  all  these  feel* 
iogs  towards  that  noble  Lord,  his  case  was  altogether  out  of 
the  question,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  Bill, 
not  more  than  the  private  affairs  of  his  honourable  friend 
below  him  (Mr.  Caicr^ft,  we  believej*  What  was  done,  he 
would  ask,  by  the  present  Bill,  but  to  deprive  the  landlord 
of  this  one  remedy?  He  could  still  proceed  to  eject  th# 
tenant.  He  bad  only  to  bring  his  eiectment  aocordipg  to 
the  common  form  of  proceeding  which  was  usual  on-  the 
non-payment  of  a  half-year's  rent,  hf  which  he  would  reco- 
ver hit  lease.  Was  not  that  a  sufficient  remedy,  when  be 
£>uld  force  tbe  tenant  either  to  pay  him  in  gold  or  to  gire 
im  possession  of  his  lease  F  And  would  he  not  make  tbe 
new  tenant  pay  as  much  as  was  paid  by  the  old  tenant  T 
All  other  creditors  were  in  exactly  the  same  situation ;  for 
this  Bill  did  not  pretend  to  relieve  them.  There  were  a 
number  of  persons  in  this  country  who,  having  borrowed 
tbe  funds  of  tbe  widow%  and  tbe  orphans,  and  others  in  si- 
milar situations,  were  as  much  entided  to  the  protection* 
of  the  laws  as  the  tenantry  ;  but  they  might  be  compelled 
to  pay  tbe  capital  and  the  periodical  interest  on  that  capi- 
tal in  the  very  same  manner  in  which  they  could  have  been 
obliged  to  pay  it  had  this  Act  never,  passed.  He  would  sup- 
pose payment  to  be  refused  by  a  debtor  of  the  interest  due 
to  the  creditor,  in  the  lawful  coin  of  the  realm,  and  the  cre- 
ditor to  obtain  a  judgment  on  that  refusal ;  on  that  jadg- 
inent  he  was  as  much  entitled  to  seize  the  person  of  tbe 
4ebtor,  to  take  his  goods  in  ejcecution,  or  to  quarter  him* 
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•elf  on  hiftknd,  us  if  thi«  Bill  bad  n^ver  p«Med.    It  wm» 
tnie  be  bad  beard  tbat  vague  tnatDoationa  bad  been  thit>wn 
oat  on  tbb  subject;  tbat  certain  persona  in  high  jedicial 
•toationa  had  not  scrupled  to  entertain  contrary  opiniona^ 
tbat  tbej  bad  avowed  an  intention  to  laok  td  ail  tbe  oiaV- 
practices  of  tbe  Courts  of  Lair  for  a  remedy ;  and  tbat  \€ 
all  the  chicanery  of  the  Common  Law  Courta  theaM  faili  it 
would  still  be  afforded  in  the  Courts  of  Equity.    (Hearl 
kearl)    Such  a  libel  on  the  justice  of  tbe  country  he  bad 
never  before  beard,  nor  did  he  believe  thai  any  thing  a^ 
iagrant  had  hitherto  come  before  the  public.  {Hear  I  hearl} 
Nothing  like  this  declaration  was  ever  before  made  to  En* 
fflishmen.    It  was  in  vain  to  aeek  tbe  rolls  of  Parliament 
lor  any  thing  similar— >for  neither  in  turbulent  or  corrupted 
times  would  any  thing  be  found  like  a  precedeat.    If  sock 
infractions  of  private  faith  were  to  be  perpetrated  ander  the 
aanction  of  the  law,  in  God's  name,  let  the  boainesa  be  done 
by  tbe  Legislature  at  once.    (Hear !  hear !)    Deeply  as  be 
should  deplore  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill*  be  would  stiU 
more  deeply  deplore  that  time  when  no  law  should  be  mack, 
but  when  tbe  Judges  of  tbe  land  should  thiDk  proper  to 
aiep  forward  between  parties,  and  become  a  third  party  ta  < 
tbe  portentous  firm  which  was  entered  into  in  1797  betweeo 
tbe  Government  and  tbe  Bank  Directors.    Tbat  tbta  fimt 
ahould  receive  an  addition  from  the  Judges  of  tbe  land  wa# 
aoch  an  idea,  that  be  shuddered  to  think  that  be  might  ever 
live  to  see  that  day.     {Hear !  hear  t)     He  hoped  tbat  those 
consolations  whicn  had  been  held  out  to  tboae  whom  tbia 
Bill  was  meant  to  protect  were  vague  indeed ;  and  be  trtrat* 
ed  to  see  better  things  from  those  Judges  who  bad  been  so 
traduced.     If  they  should  ever  come  to  truckle,  if  tl^y 
ahould  bend  to  this  base  associationi  they  would  not  long 
bave  to  boastof  those  just  judgments,  out  af  which  tbe  mea- 
sure now  before  tbe  House  has  distinctly  arisen.    (Hear !) 
The  framers  of  this  Bill  must  not  trust  to  the  Courts  of 
Westminster-ball  or  to  the  Courts  of  Equity.    The  former 
be  knew  too  would  not  support  their  doctrine,  and  tbe  latter 
"da^d  not  support  it.    (Hear  I  hear  I)    They  must  look  to 
ftome  other  remedy  than  this ;  and  what  other  remeidy  there 
Was  but  to  make  the  bank«note  at  once  a  legal  tender,  be 
really  could  not  conceive.     Indeed,   it  bad  been  admitted 
from  a  certain  quarter,  tbat  tbis  measure  would  be  toefiea* 
etous,  and  that  recourse  must  ultimately  be  had  to  tbe  en^ 
tension  of  the  l^al  tender.    If  they  were  at  once  to  eoad 
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tilis,  he  would  allow  that  all  those  objections  which  be  ha4 
now  ur2:ed  against  the  Bill  would  be  done  away.    He  would 
admit  that  this  would.be  a  measure  of  efficacy^  to  make  the 
bank-note  at  once  a  legal  tender.     But  what  efficacy?    Jt 
would  be  very  far  from  an  ei&cacy  in  the  sense  in  which  it 
is  understood  by  the  framers  of  tiiis  Bill«  and  might  indeed 
be  drtradfuL    It  would  be  efficacious  as  to  all  |>ast  contracts, 
all  existing  contracts.     It  would  allow  the  parties  to^et  off 
from  the  real  terms  of  the  contract;  it  would  enfibje  everjr 
debtor  so  far  to  get  relieved  of  what  he  owed  to  his  creditor; 
and  to  this  exteht  the  remedy  would  be  good.    The  credir 
tot-  would  be  defrauded  of  his  just  right,  and,  among  otheri^ 
ihe  public  creditor  would  be  deeply  Injured ;  because,  in  th^ 
iirst  instance,  the  Legislature  enacted,  by  the  d7th  of  the 
|[!ng»  that  the  public  creditor  should  be  paid  in  bank-paper 
only.   The  public  crediior^  therefore^  on  receiving  a  certain 
£um  from  the  Treasury  would,  it  is  true,  no  longer  be  liable 
to  be  applied  to  by  his  landlord  for  payment  in  any  other 
/than  Bank  currency ;  and  so  far  he  would  admit  that  this 
remedy  would  be  efficacious ;  but  it  could  only  be  effioa^ 
cious  with  respect  to  certain  creditors  of  bis,  to  whom  lie 
would  only  pay  the  same  currency  which  the  Government 
paid  to  him<     A  tenant  of  a  house,  for  example,  who  wjis 
at  the  same  time  a  public  creditor,  would  be  entitled  to  pajr 
lone  of  the  SOOl.  which  he  had  received  from  Government 
lis  the  dividend  on  his  stock,  to  his  landlord  far  his  stipu* 
lated  rent;  but  what  would   be  the  consequence  when  the 
lease  was  out  ? — A  very  pathetic  case  had  been  made  oat» 
jand  their  feelings  had  been  attempted  to  be  roused  in  h^ 
half  of  a  man.who  had  been  long  toiling  for  his  bread^  and 
who  in  his  declining  years  had  been  receiving  from  the  pub- 
lic only  three  hundred  pounds,  of  which  a  h^rd-hearted 
landlord  would  go  at  once  to  deprive  him — iand  so  forth.*^ 
^nt  he  would  wave  the  consideration  of  an  existiug  leasts 
^e  would  suppose  a  i>ew  lease,  or  he  would  suppose  hioa  en- 
gaged in  the  transacUpns  of  buying  or  selling««-Woald  be 
in  this  case  be  one  iota  the  better  for  this  efficacioas  reiae- 
djT  ?    Would  he  not  be  obliged  to  pay  an  increased  rent  Jbt 
Ins  new  lease,  and  an  increased  price  for  every  new  pur* 
chase?  Would  Qot  the  butcher  and  baker, on  the  sery  nor* 
row  after  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill,  at  oooe  raise  tfaeit 
jmces?     Nay^  would  the  landlord  look  to  Parliament}  Ail 
would  give  him  bnt  one  answer — No — No*    You  aie  aow 
.protected  by  ibis  Act  of  Parliament;  we  oust  now  deoMiid 
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more  from  yoo  than  when  it  was  in  our  power  to  haw  (h«r 
•um  demandfd  by  us  paid  in  gold ;  we  will  not  take  ao 
little  now  as  we  would  have  done  formerly ;  bj  that  Act  tb« 
case  is  ronipleteTy  chaiij^  ;  the  laws  have  been  altered  iia 
your  favour;  and  iu  coiisi^quence  of  thai  Act  of  Farliuneia% 
we  n  ufrt  receive  an  additional  sam  to  make  up  for  oar  lows. 
It  is  absolutely  nugatory  therefore  to  talk  of  benefiting  the 
public  creditor  by  any  such  legislative  enactment.      It 
would  be  menly  suflBcient  towatds  all  sums  already  cmmer^ 
to  all  existing  contracts— it  would  apply  only  to  the  case  af 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  those  persons  who  were 
incapable  of  protrcfinir  therosc^lvcS)  but  who  had  alwaVs 
Kitherto  been  protected  and  favourably  considered  by  the 
laws.    AH  of  them  musf  now  be  obliged  to  leceife  their 
annuities  in  a  depreciated  currency-— and  while  new  prioes 
would  be  asked  for  every  article  they  should  wand  they 
would  Ik*  entitled  to  ask  no  more  than  the  Bank  cumticy* 
Such  a  Bill  could  have  no  effect  in  preventing  the  eflect  of 
depreciation  in  future  engagements— ttie  butcher  and  baker 
would  not  be  satisfied  without  an  additional  portion  of  the 
depreciated  currency  ;  and  if  this  pretended  relief  should 
1>e  given,  the  Hou^e  might  lay  their  account  with  a  still 
farther  depreciation*     It  could  cNily  by  possibility  affect 
past  contracts.     It  was  possible,  however,  to  add  a  clause 
by  which  all  future  contracts  should  be  void  if  an  iacrrased 
•am  was  taken  in  notes,  compared  with  what  would  be 
taken  in  gold,  and  for  this  clause  they  had  some  precedents ; 
they  had  precedents  in  the  Usury  law  of  this  country ;  and 
they  had  another  precedent  in  one  of  the  Revolutionary 
laws  of  France,  which  perhaps  they  would  not  think  fit  to 
resort  to.    But  even  this  measure  would  be  found  as  ineffi- 
cacious in  the  end  as  the  others*    It  would,  indeed,  ienaUe 
them  to  get  rid  of  the  condition,  but  ihey  woukl  also  get 
rid  of  the  contract  itself.«*-It  would  prevent  the  landlord 
from  introducing  such  a  clause  in  his  lease,  but  then  the 
landlord  would  make  no  lease  whatever.     Here  they  would 
have  the  House  of  Commons  destroyiog.at  once  all  tenancy 
by  .lease.    So  that  they  must  go  a  step  still  farther,  smd 
tnat  would  be  the  last  step ;  but  it  was  so  like  the  (brmer, 
that  be  could  wish  to  see  it  manfully  avowed  at  once—ana 
that  was  the  establishment  of  a  maximum^  bv  which  they 
would  attain  their  object  at  once.    (Heari  hear  Ih^He 
woukl  ask  whether  there  was  any  Minister  of  thxa  ooaatry 
bold  enough  or  blind  enough  to  mttet  himself  that  be  ooald 
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do  more  than  what  othere  had  in  similar  circomvtaiieeB,  in 
other  countries ;  thovgh,  when  be  considered  who  weve  at 
tbe  head  of  the  afiairs  of  this  coontrj,  he  did  not  know 
what  was  too  bold  or  too  foolish  not  to  be  adopted  bj  them 
— bnt  would  any  Minister  be  bold  enough  or  blind  enough 
to  phinge  the  oonntiy  headlong  into  all  the  horrors  of 
Amine  and  internal  confusion  ?  {Hear !)  For  against  these 
all  their  scattered  armies  and  navies  would  b^  unable  to 
«  protect  them.  On  this  subject  he  should  be  able  to  speak 
with  some  certainty^  when  he  should  come  to  hear  some  of 
the  dtfimders  of  the  conduct  of  Ministers  in  the  future  dift* 
cussimi  of  this  Bill.  When  once  they  adopt  the  rest,  they 
must  legitimate  this  also,  to  the  eventual  rain  of  its  author^ 
and  the  ruin  of  the  land.  It  was  now  twenty-two  years 
since  the  oommencement  of  an  event  which  had  eventually 

Eov«d  so  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  mankind,  the  French 
^vvrfntion,  which,  beginning  as  in  this  case,  with  in<* 
sidiouB  pretences  of  protection  to  the  tenant,  and  to  the 
peasant,  ended  in  the  subveision  of  all  lav  and  order* 
{Hear !  hear !)  The  maxim  in  the  months  of  the  men  of 
thsft  day  was,  '^  war  to  tbe  palace  and  peace  to  the  cottage*'^ 
War  was,  indeed,  declared  to  the  palace,  and  it  Vras 
destroyed,  or  filled  with  alien'  inhabitants ;  but  instead  of 
peace  to  the  cottage  being  the  result,  it  had  ended  In  a  most' 
merciless  conscription.  {Hearl  hearl)  If  by  any  way, 
move  appropriately  than  another,  it  was  possible  to  keep 
the  anniversary  of  this  Revolution,  it  was  by  this  insidioua 
cry  which  they  were  raising  against  Jiord  King  in  the 
countiy;  it  was  impossible,  by  any  other  measures,  to 
itcall  those  recollections  in  a  more  forcible  manner  to  their 
minds ;  but  here  be  would  wish  the  House  to  call  to  mind 
if  there  was  any  thing  so  detestable,  so  revolting  to  English 
feelings,  in  the  whole  progress  of  that  Revolution,  as  tbe 
interfereaoe  with  private  property — as  the  interference  with 
private  contracts-«as  the  mroed  loans  which  were  imposed-* 
and^  what  was  worst  of  all,  the  forced  paper  currency,  and 
the  dconnciation  of  vengeance  on  the  heads  of  all  those  who 
were  not  disposed  to  receive  it.  {Hear !  Aear  I)  It  was 
this  conduct  which  principally,  and  first,  excited  the  horror 
against  the  French  Revolution  in  all  good  minds;  and  it 
was  tliis  which,  in  this  commercial  country,  we  were  called 
on  in  a  particular  manner  not  to  imitate,  that  we  may  avoid 
fitlling  into  similar  embarrassment.  When  be  said  com* 
tnercial*  comilry,  bedi<t  not  mean  to  say  that  if  the  country 
Vou  111.— 1811.  5E 
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were  not  oomnif  rciat,  rach  a  line  of  ccmdad  would  be  the 
1e»  dan^rous.     if  such  was  the  view  eatertained  of  suck 
meastim  in  a  country  like  France,  wheie  commerce  was 
comparative  J  of  so  little  moment,  what  must  be  their  effect 
in    this  frrrat   mercantile,    mannfacturin^.    and   trading 
country, — wl'ere  so  ^rfat  a  part  of  our  resources  cooaisfra 
in  onr  trade,  and  in  the  ^ood  (kith  between  roan  and  man, 
whi<*h  were  not  only  useful,  but  eiBenttal  ?     He  knew  well 
that  the  common  answer  to  ail  these  ar^umcints  was,  the 
question  of  what  remedy  would  yott  propose?    This  was 
not  a  sufficient  answer ;  for  if  a  measure  were  proposed  to 
him,  he  was  bound  as  a  Meml)er  of  Parliament  to  exerciss 
his  judgment  on  it ;  and  if  he  should  see  that  the  measure 
would  prove  fatal,  was  it  necessary  for  him  to  hold  bit- 
peace  till  he  could  substitute  some  other  measure  in  its 

Slace  ?  Must  he  not  prevent  a  measure  which  he  const* 
erod  deleterious,  because  he  had  no  measure  of  hia  own  to 
Jut  in  its  place  ?  (Hear !)  Had  he  only  slated,  tbereforey 
is  own  argiirifients  against  the  Bill,  he  would  have  done, 
)te  conceived,  all  which  it  was  neces^iry  for  him  to  do,  and 
be  vn\%  not  called  on  to  do  more ;  but  he  would  proceed  to 
state  what  he  cone  eived  would  be  a  proper  subst if ute  to  this 
Bill,  and  that  was,  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  hUow  that 
stale  of  thinirs  to  take  place  which  the  present  Bill  was  in- 
tended to  pn*Vf*nt,  the  rat-ihlishment  of  double  prices  in  the 
country.  When  these  double  prict*s  should  be  uoiversally 
known  toexisi,  lo^alizeil  as  they  had  been  by  I ^le  decisions 
in  the  cases  of  De  Von^  and  Wright,  an  establbhment  of 
prices  would  take  place,  not  one  fixed  by  law,  but  establish- 
]n|^  itM^lf,  Hud  suitable  lo  the  state  of  our  paper  curreney^ 
and  equally  applicable  to  the  past  or  future  state  of  that 
currency.  People  would  take  care  to  see  themselves  ^rlj 
|>aid,  and  they  woulJ  be  obliiped  to  pay  others  in  the  same 
ratio.  The  advantages  of  such  a  state  of  thin|rs  were  incal- 
culable. He  fchould  be  told  that  this  was  the  very  cons^ 
quence  which  was  so  mirch  dreaded  in  17^.  No  doubt 
this  was  a  state  of  things  to  be  dreaded  in  1797,  because  the 
evil  had  not  then  taken  place,  and  it  would  then  no  doubt 
be  looked  on  in  the  licrht  of  a  disease,  because,  bcrtbre  ths 
depreciation  of  paper,  compared  with   gold,    had  taJBen 

Slace,  the  agio  on  one  of  them  had  not  also  taken  place, 
lut  since  the  evil  had  taken  place,  and  since  the  Bcstrictioii 
Act  had  been  followed  by  depreciation,  this  was  the  only 
remedy  to  the  disease.    In  the  first  place  tboie  would  be  ne 
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difficalty  of  finding  gold,  as  had  been  argued  on  the  other 
side.    Ueie  he  did  not  wish  to  dbtorb  the  bullion  question, 
that  was  now  dompletdy  at  repose.    {Hoar  I)    Only  he  was 
bound  4o  advert  to  what  had  been  disii^d  that  night  by  an 
honourable  Member  (Mr.  Calcrafl)  as  to  the  impossibility 
of  finding'  go1d«    To  this  he  would  answer,  that  as  often  as 
fifnineas  were  wanted  they  .would  be  had,  when  those  who 
wanted  them  would  pay  the  value  in  notes  for  them.    It 
would  not  be. necessary  that  a  man  should  c^  about  with . 
one  pocket  filled  wilh  notes  and  the  other  filled' with  gold. 
There  were  a  number  of  occasions  when  paper  would  answer 
the  purpose  wanted  equally  with  gold ;  but  if  it  should  be 
necessary  to  haTe  gold  on  any  one  occasion^  it  would  easily 
be  had.    It  would  be  as  easy  for  others  to  have  it  as  it  was 
for  De  Yonge,  Wright,  and  all  thpse  who  trafficked  in, 
gold,  either  by  evading  or  by  acting  under  the  law,  ib  have 
it  by  selling  the  one  commodity  for  the  other.    How  did  it 
happen  that  we  were  able  to  procure  a  much  more  bulky 
oommodity  from-  abroad,  the  wines  of  France  ?     (Hear  ! 
kear  !)    <!xmld  sot  the  barrel  which  brought  claret  to  this 
country,  bring  as  easily  anequal  quantity  of  gold  ? — {Hear  I 
hear  !)~Here  be  was  sorry  to  interrupt  the  agreeable  feelings 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the' way  (the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer) ;  but  notwithstanding  the  smite 
which  he  saw  playing  upon  his  countenance,  as  if  he  had 
detected  some  abaurdity,  he  would  not  yet  give  up  his 
point.     He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  would  be  able  to 
get  gold  for  nothing*-^not  even  for  bank-notes.    (A  laugh,') 
Was  it  not  as  easy  as  to  send  to  Bourdeaux  money  or 
money's  worth  ?    And  could  thev  not  send  over  in  like  man- 
ner tot  gold  ?    This  he  saw  would  form  another  part  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  speech,    lie  would  be  told  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  gold  might  be  sent  over 
for  claret ;  but  bow  were  they  to  send  over  gold  for  gold  ? 
He  vras  sorry  to  spoil  what  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  fine  ept* 
grammatic  turn  in  bis  speech^  by  insinuating  to  him,  that 
(ot  this  claret  we  must  either  send  over  gold,  or  bills  of  ex- 
change, and  t|iat,  otherwise,  we  could  not  only  not  have 
gold,  but  also  not  any  claret ; — {J  AiiigA)— with  this  dif** 
ference,  that  the  one  wai  a  much. smaller  commoditv  than 
the  other,  and  might  be  much  more  ecisily  concealed  from 
the  Custom-'bouse  officers.     It  wouki  not  be  neoessary,  to 
send  to  Bouvdeaux  for  gold :  for  had  we  not  all  the  mines 
oi!6o  uth  America  open  to  us  ?,    This  way  of  reasoning  of  the 
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geatlemni  ^ippcMite  was  really  ttvatiog  ihote  oa  the  oiliec 
aidr  as  If  thry  had  neither  seoie  to  oMerstaad  the  genexml 
question,  nor  the  parlicular  qoeitioQ  before  them.    Tberm 
was  another  view  i%iiich  might  be  taken  of  ihia  rancdji  and 
that  was,  that  it  would  be  a  constant  test  of  the  deiprecia<- 
tkxi  of  the  paper  currency ;  thai  it  would  hold  op  to  tho 
country,  to  the  Bank  Directon,and  to  Fiarliaiiieoty  a  (eat 
to  disco vei  the  state  of  the  depicciatioo  ;  that  it  would  be 
a  pulse  by  which  the  state  of  the  drculation  of  the  body 
might  be  determined ;  that  it  would  exhibit  the  actaal 
price  of  paper  for  the  day,  and  the  rate  at  which  it  mm 
convertible  mto  gold  ;  that  this  paper  would  be  seen  by  it 
at  one  time  at  \5s.  lOd,  and  at  another  time  still  fiirtlMr 
down,  perhaps  to  14f.  and  so  forth*     When  the  deprecia- 
tion had  once  got  so  fiir,  he  would  take  it  upon  htm  to  say- 
that  there  whs  very  little  danger  of  the  dqweciation  goiog^ 
fanhi*r.    1  hr  Bank  would  soon  draw  in  their  iaraes.    la  a 
abort  iinirtbe  bank*note  would  gmdoailygct  up  to  \99* 
and  from  I  hence  to  par — and  when  it  had  oaoe  reached  IjM* 
not  only  the  Bank,  but  Parliament,  nay  evea  the  most  timid 
theorist  on  the  op|K»ite  benches  would  then  aee  the  neoessity 
for  the  Parliament  to  repeal  the  Act  of  the  37th  of  th6 
King.     He  had  no  doubt  that  the  very  first  atop  then  would 
be  (be  repral  of  the  Hestrictioo  Act,  and  that  the  Bank  would 
pay  in  specie  if  they  were  allowed— because  the  Bank  had 
atated  the  violence  which  was  done  to  their  gentle  aatum 
and  to  their  credit  and  dealings  by  this  measure.  (J  laugh.) 
>Vhen  Parliament  should  have  once  repealed  tbia  Act,  and 
the  Bank  should  not  have  refused  to  lasae  money  at  par^ 
the  coimtry  would  then  be  lestoied  to  the  state  of  thmga 
winch  existed  before  this  iU*4ulvi8ed  measure  of  Mr*  Pitt's 
Administration.    This  woakl  be  the  natural  reanedy  to  the 
present  state  of  tfair^^ ;  and  he  would  venture  to  aay,  that 
the  piTsent  Bill  would  not  prevent  the  necelsity  of  that 
rrmc*cly.     But  there  was  still  another  mode  of  prooeediw, 
thoaj^  he  should  not  wish  that  his  former  arguments  ahoiiU 
binge  on  this  proposition ;  for  whatever  should  be  decided 
with  respect  to  it,  the  former  part  of  his  aignmaau  oq  tUa 
question  would  not  in  one  iota  be  affected*    Thb  temedy 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  a  happy  circumstance  far  the 
Bank  themselves.    The  object  of  it  was  to  secure  ail  tAn 
cnrplua  of  their  profits  abovo  their  pnseat  dvideods,  and 
to  prevent  them  going  oa  in  their  preaantayateia  of  bonasBea^ 
by  which  thehr  stock  had  xisen  from  dSO  to  880,  and  evea 
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to  SdO.    ^ut  while  he  stated  this,  he  did  not  'wish  to  in- 
terfere in  any  way,  with  these  anfoir  gains  of  the  Bank,  for 
80  they  must  be  called— he  wished  rather  that  these  ^ins 
should  be  at  their  own  disposal,  or  at  the  disposal  of  a  Par* 
liamentary  Coroniittee.     All  that  he  wishea  for  was,  that 
these  gains  should  not  be  increased  in  the  raeiin  time  by 
boDusscs ;  but  so  soon  as  the  specie  should  have  returned  to 
the  country^  this  property  would  be  open,  as  well  as  the  rest 
of  their  property,  to  the  Bank.      None  of  these  profits 
would)  at  the  restoration  of  a  right  order  of  things,  be 
grudged  them*      The  theory  of  the  gentlemen  on   the 
opporite  side  was,  that  the  rise  of  prices  was  the  oonse- 
qaence  of  the  iSLses  and  the  loans,  and  the  national  debt. 
VVbether  this  was  a  correct  view  of  the  case,  he  would  not 
atop  to  iD^oire^  though  he  beUeved  it  had  no  earthly  foun* 
ctatioD,  but  waa  one  of  the  wildest  fancies  that  had  ever 
entered  human  imagination.    But  if  they  themselves  were 
really  persuaded  that  they  were  in  the  right,  he  would  point 
put  to  them  a  iqiieedy  and  easy  way  of  relief.    Take  two 
hundred  millions  from  the  national  debt  at  once,  reduce  the 
dividends  in  proportion,  and  take  off,  as  you  might  d6 
from  twelve  to .  thirteen  millions  of  taxes.    Suppose  the 
dividend  of  a  public  creditor  100/.  and  that,  by  the  pro* 
|iosed  epelution  it  was  reduced  to  50/.    If  there  was  any 
ilrnth  ie  the  theory  of  these  gentlemen,  prices  would  then 
iumble  down,  and  the  creditor  would  be  able  with  his  50/« 
to  command  nearly  as  ample  a  portion  of  commodities  at 
be  could  before  with  his  100/.  while  he,  at  thesame  timie, 
l^elained  his  taxes  in  his  pocket.     Here,  then,  was  a  planof 
lelief  worthy  of  this  sagacious  theory  !    If  ibeire  was  anj 
truth  in  it,  the  creditor  receiving  50/.  under  these  citcum- 
^ncesi  would  be  in  a  condition  as  good  as  if  he  continued 
to  reoeive  his  IQG/.  without  the  advantage  of  this  scheme— 
wliile  all  the  rest  of  the  community  would  be  benefited  by 
the  amount  of  their  share  of  the  taxes,  and  the  diminution 
n(  prices*    Could  there  be  a  better,  or  a  more  easy  way  of 
getting  rid  of  oi^r  embarrassments^  if  there  was  any  things 
in  the  alignments  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  ?  (Hear !  hear  I) 
But  thoti^b  they  pres^  the  argument  into  their  service, 
they  would  fiot  perhaps  accept  the  result ;  but  why  would 
tihey  not  ?    UniM  th^  aliewed  him  a  good  reason  why,  he 
had  a  right  to  demand  of  them,  tm  their  own  doctrine,  to 
have  reoourae  to  this  obvious  remedy.    If  they  Defused  to  do 
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Ibis,  tben  he  hnd  a  right  to  s»j,  that  themselvet  wf»re  coh- 
Tinced  that  their  throry  vras  uiisounct,  or  that  thej  were 
inf*re  speciilattsts— the  viildest  of  wild  methphjsicians, 
laying  down  vagne  and  idle  doctrines,  which  they  thenn- 
aelvrh  weie  afraid  to  Ciirry  to  any  practical  conclusion.  He 
did  not  think,  however,  that  any  such  measure  houM  be 
rpsoncd  to,  at  least  during  the  prrw^nt  session.  •With  all 
the  boltlne«tii  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr  Per- 
ccthI)  in  mecfiiij;  the  dangers  of  other  men — with  all  his 
boldness  in  resist  me  other  men*s  dlstressess,  yet  even  be 
*  would  hanily  have  the  hoidntss  and  the  blindness  to  do 
that  which  the  arrogant  mind  of  his  predecessor  never  coar 
templated.  (Heari  henrl  hear\  from  the  JUhriftmal 
benches.)  He  meant  Mr.  Pitt  But  this  Bill,  he  contended, 
was  n  ally  as  great  nn  encroachment  on  the  nt^hts  of  the 
creditor,  as  the  measure  which  he  had  laid  before  them.  It 
was  not  in  France  only  that  tlieexampleof  thus  defrauding 
creditors,  was  to  be  fouml.  The  history  of  the  ci>tnageof 
foreign  countries,  the  situation  of  Frederick  the  Second  of 
Prussia  was  the  most  similar  to  our  own.  Like  us  he 
found  hiniM^lf  assailed  by  a  host  of  enemi(*s,  and  after  the 

Binitifin  of  Poland — a  measure  hardly  ma^chetl  even  by  eur 
anifth  4XiK*ditioi»— he  thought  it  expedient  to  have  re- 
course  to  some  not  very  honourable  means' of  discharging 
his  obligations  to  the  public  creditor.  Having  no  bank  to 
apply  to,  he  adoptecl  the  Jewish  scheme  of  debasing  the 
standard  of  the  coin.  This  plan,  more  eflectoal  tor  its 
object  than  even  the  present  Bill,  answered  his  purpose. 
Hudi^^harged  his  obtigation  to  his  creditors,  ^nA  gave  all 
private  debtors  the  same  advantage.  '1  he  coin  assumed  a 
-variety  of  colours,  from  the  purest  gold,  till  the  base 
copper  at  length  b(*gan  to  app(*ar,  and  then  hie  made  hb 
<lebaiMYl  coin  a  legal  tender.  In  alt  future  contracts,  prices, 
of  course,  rose  to  an  extraordinary  height.  This  scheme 
of  the  King  of  Prussia,  he  bad  said,  was  more  efBcacioas 
than  this  bdl.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  the 
government  debts,  and  creditors,  public  and  private,  were 
effectually  defrauded. .  So  far  it  was  as  good  as  the  Bill, 
Dod  it  was  better,  for  its  purpose,  because  in  that  case  the 
trick  was  not  discovered  for  a  year  or  two.  There  was  all 
the  difference,  therefore,  that  existed  between  open  and 
secret  Iraud  or  violence.  In  this  manner  were  the  most 
proHignte  principles  and  practices  transplanted  into  this 
country,     lie  spoke  without  the  usual   exaggeration  of 
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debate,  Gocl  knew,  when  he  talked  of  the  shameless  pro- 
flij^acy  of  this  measure— wlien  he  declared  that  he  felt  for 
the  character  of  the  country — for  the  character  of  British 
law,  the  name  and  title  of  which  this  Bill  was  about  to 
assume.  He  trusted,  however,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  would  remve  a  warning  from  another  quarter,  not  to 
go  beyond  the  brink  of  destruction ;  but  if  he  should  be 
one  of  Jhose  blind  and  foolbh  ^tebple,  whom  experience 
alone  could  teach,  he  should  augur  ill  of  this  country,  and 
of  the  reicrn  under  which  such  proceedings  were  endured* 

Mr.  MUnes  observed,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  gone,  into  so  much  general  matter,  and  filled  his  speech 
with  so  many  reproaches  a&^ainst  Ministers,  with  so  many 
aliedged  charges  againsU  Judges,  together  with  a  plan  for 
winding  up  the  national  debt  at  one  stroke,  that  it  would 
be  wandering  from  the  question  to  pretend  to  follow  him. 
Before  the  decision  of  the  Judges  in  the  cases  of  De  Yonge 
and  Wright,  it  had  been  imagined  that  the  traffic  in  guineas 
was  illegal,  in  the  manner  it  had  been  carried  on  by  those 
persons.  But  as  the  Judges  had  decided  that  such  a  traffig 
was  not  illegal,  he  presumed  the  object  of  the  present  Bill 
was  to  supply  the  defect.  He  approved  of  it,  as  it  shewed 
that  the  Government  was  resolved  to  try  all  milder  measures, 
before  they  resorted  to  the  compulsory  one  of  making 
bank-notes  a  legal  tender.  While  they  received  these  notes 
in  payment  of  taxes,  they  were  resolved  not  to  allow  any 
individuals  to  take  tocm  at  a  depreciated  rate.  And  as  to 
the  high  price  of  bullion,  that  was  the  consequence  not  of 
depreciation,  but  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  country. 
If  they  did  not  at  once  resort  to  the  legal  tender,  it  was  only 
because  they  imagined  the  evil  would  stop  here.  If  the 
example  of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  demanded  his  rents  in 
gold  were  followed,  the  legal  tender  must  be  adopted. 
When  suspicion  was  abroad  ;  when  the  tenantry  and 
yeomanry  were  imprisoned — in  that  convulsed  state  of 
things,  this  measure  must  be  resorted  to.  The  Bill  he 
thought  highly  useful,  even  in  it& present  shape  ;  but  still 
rit  might,  in  some  respects,  be  altered  and  modified  with 
4idvantage.  There  were  two  cases  upon  which  it  was  in* 
tended  to  operate  ;  first,  upon  bargains  and  sales,  which  were 
completed  at  once;  and  next  upon  standing  contracts. 
He  understood  that  a  case  had  happened,  where  a  man 
bought  some  land  from  another  for  400/.  and  paid  down 
.100/.  of  the  price.    When  the  purchaser  had  built  upon 
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the  premitet,  and  otherwise  improved  tbem,  the  vendor 
demanded  the  other  900/.  in  cash.  This  was  most  unjust^ 
and  such  frauds  ought,  to  be  prevented.  He  should  pro- 
pose, therefore,  that  there  should  be  a  provision  in  the  Bill, 
requiring  that  those  who  intended  to  demand  guineas  in 

Eajmenty  in  an^  bar^in,  should  give  public  notice  before^ 
and  of  their  intention.     As  to  the  case  of  a  subaistia^ 
lease,  there  might  be  more  difficulty  in  ficidinff  a  remedy 
againsfundne  demands :  but  he  had  two  remarks  to  make 
on  that  part  of  the  subject — first,  that  whatever  rule  the 
noble   Lord  (King)  adopted  with  regard  to  others,    be 
ought  not  to  object  to  its  being  applied  to  himself;  and  2dp 
that  the  State  was  as  entire  and  perfect  as  the  persons  of 
whom  it  was  composed*     It  followed  that  the  payments  of 
the  noble  1jot6  to  the  State  ought  to  be  made  in  the  same 
way  as  he  himself  exacted  payments  from  others.     Upon 
the  noble  Lord's  own  scheme,  he,  in  nine  taxes  out  of  ten^ 
did  not  contribute  fairly  to  the  public.     He  was  aware 
that  the  bank-notes  had  been  made  a  lefftil,  tender  to  the 
tax-nratherer  ;  but  it  hnd  never  been  in  tne  contemplation 
of  Mr.  Pitty  or  of  the  Legislature,  that  the  revenue  should 
be  deteriorated.     As  the  Property  Tax  was  imposed  ad 
valorem,  the  contribution  there  would  be  fair  enough ;  but 
in  Assessed  Taxes,  in   £xcLse  and  Customs,   the   noble 
Lord  upon  his  own  plan  did  not  contribute  fairly.     How 
did  he  pay  for  his  servants,    his  horses  and  carriages^ 
How  did  he  pay  the  duties  upon  the  chief  articles  of  con- 
sumption»  his  salt,  his  coals,  and  candles  ?    How  did  be 
pay  his  wine  and  mnlt  duties  ?    In  a  depreciated  currency. 
And  upon  what  ground  could  he  claim  an  advantage  which 
he  refused  to  others  ?     None  of  these  taxes  werejpaid  ae* 
cording  to  a  fair  proportion  upon  the  noble  Lord's  own 
scheme.     Where  then  would  be  the  injustice  with  regard 
to  the  noble  Lord,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
were  to  calculate  the  depreciation  of  the  taxes,  and  compel 
Ills  Lordship  to  contribute  according  to  the  real  value  t 
He  should  like,  therefore,  to  see  an  enactment  compelling 
every  landlord  who  demanded  his  rent  in  guineas,  to  pay 
his  taxes  in  guineas.    Taxes  amounting  at  present  to  forty 
millions  might  by  this  means  be  raised   to  fifty  millions; 
and  he  would  ask  those  who  where  loudest  in  praise  of  the 
noble  Lord's  conduct,    whether,  if  this  expedient  were 
adopted,  there  would  not  fipeedily  be  an  end  to  the  cry  of 
depreciation  ?    He  shonki  be  glad,  then^  that  every  Iaod<» 
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lord  demanding  guineas  should  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the 
'8tate  in  guineas.     The  noble  Lord  biilnseircould  not  object 
lo  this  plan,  and  it  would  be  as  easy  in  practice  as  just  in 
principle.     U  would  be  safe  and  satisfactory,  however,  at 
fir2»t  to  try  it  upon  a'  small  scale.     Suppose  it  were  enacted 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  assessed  taxes  should  be  paid  in 
gold.     He  really  wished  to  have  some  enactment  of  this 
iiad,  for  every  thing  was  to  be  <ried  heifore  the  bank*notes 
ivere  made  a   legal   tender;    and  this  plan   was  highly 
•efiuitable,  and  easy  of  execution.     This,  he  apprehended^ 
would  prevent  persons  joining' in  any  great  numbers  in  this 
4ict  of  M2K*ide.     Why  was  it  that  the  weakb  of  the  noble 
^ord  gave  him  more  consideration  in  society,  than  equal 
wealth  would  do  in  Poland,  and  many  other  countries? 
The  greater  security  of  property  in  this  country.     (Heart 
hear  I)    The  landed   property  here  was  not  only  free  from 
spoliation,  to  which  it  was  subjected   in  other  countries, 
but  bad  been  peculiarly  favoured  in  comparison  with  other 
kinds  of  property,  even  in  this  country.     The  landholder 
liad  a  great  Hdvantageover  the  annuitant-— the  West-India 
f>roprietor — the  merchant  and  manufacturer,  upon  whose 
exertions  the  value  of  Jand  itself,  in  a  considerable  degree, 
depended.     He   was  grateful   for  the  advantage  he  had 
enjoyed,  and  thought  that  a  land-owner  ought  to  be  the  last 
to  sit  down  and  make  a  cold  calculati4>n  about  deprecia- 
tion.    He  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  noble  Lord 
kad  been  actuated  by  any  improper  motive;  he  understood 
that  his  heari  was  as  excellent  as  his  attainments  were  high ; 
but  he  had  been  the  means  of  stirring  up  a  most  mis- 
chievous question ;  ^nd  from-  his  high  character  it  was  to 
be  feared  that  bis  example  would  have  the  greater  effect. 
Did  the  noble  Lord  thmk  that  he  was  acting  for  his  own 
interest  ?    if  he  did,  be  was  mistaken :  for  the  interests  of 
every  description  of  persons  of  property  in  this  country 
were  sO  immediately  connected,  that  no  one  could  injure 
•one  species  of  property  to  any  great  extent  without  injunng . 
thereat.    The  noble  Lord  was  like  the  flying  pt)ilosopher 
in  Jobnson^s  Rasselas,  who,  after  spending  his  whole  life  in 
studying  the  lawi  of  motion,  and  the  wings  of  birds,  at 
length  made  wings  for  himself,  and,  attempting  to  fly,  was 
in  one  instant  precipitated  to  the  bottom.     The  observation 
of  an  older  philosopher,  one  of  the  wise  men  of  Greece,  that 
an  injury  to  one  of  the  lowest  members  of  the  community 
was  an  injury  to  the  state,  deserved  the  attention  of  ibe 
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noble  Loid  aad  ochert.  Injualioe  to  the  tenantry  of  the 
•country  would  be  ao  injury  to  the  public  interest ;  aad  these 
the  House  could  not  to  equity  and  sound  policy  lefuae  to 
tprotect^-^nd^tberefore,  the  BUI  had  his  complete  approbsr 
ttioo. 

Sir  T.  Turim  stated  that  he  had  objected  to  the  Resoki* 
tions  of  the  Bullion  Committee — 1st,  because  he  was  a?erte 
to  the  speciGcatioo  of  any  particular  time  for  the  lesunp* 
tion  of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank ;  and  next,  because  ae 
did  not  believe  that  bank«DOtes  were  depreciated.  Upos 
the  same  ground  he  opposed  this  Bill,  for  if  it  passed^  the 
public  would  immediately  think  that  there  was  no  doubt  > 
out  thai  the  note3  were  actually  depreciated.  He  was  coi^ 
irioced  the  motives  of  the  noble  Lord  who  bad  been  the 
fCAui^e  of  this  measures  were  good-— •but  the  eScct  of  his 
^eoample.  if  imitated,  would  be  dangerous*  The  notice 
was  the  most  extraordinary  he  had  ever  seen ;  it  assumed 
the  fact  that  a  dcpreeiation  bad  taken  place-  But  the 
noble  Lord  had  no  right  to  take  that  for  granted.  What 
was  depreciation  7— -Depreciation^  he  appreaendedj  existed 
wherever  ihe  real  value  of  the  circtriatii^;  medium  was  less 
in  common  estimation  than  its  nominal  value*  if  in  the 
couimon  transactions  of  life*  a  bank*note  was  reckoned 
less  vnlusble  than  Wt*  he  should  allow  that  there  was  a 
depreciation.  But  as  to  the  high  price  of  buJ/ion,  he 
thought  that  no  proof  whatever.  Goldi  like  other  oom* 
•auKiities*  would  be  high  or  low  in  prioe.aeQOtding  as  it  wax  * 
in  greater  or  less  abundaooe.  Suppose  wheat  vrese  at  BOt. 
a  quarter,  and  barley  at  40^.  two  quartess  of  barley  wouU 
at  this  rate  purchase  one  of  wheat.  But  aoppoae  that 
from  o  scarcity  of  wbe^t  the  article  cose  in  price,  two  quarteia 
of  hurley  would  no  longer  purchase  one  of  wheat;  ocx 
'^bei^ause  the  barley  had  depreciated,  hat  because  the  wheac 
had  risen  iu  price.  The  idea  of  Ministen  at  first  waa,  that 
this  project  of  the  noble  Lord  would  not, be  imitated  ;  b«t 
wl\en  they  found  his  conduct  was  defended  by  other  persoos 
of  the  highest  consideration,  they  thought  4t  aecessaiy  Is 
(pass  this  Bill.  But  had  any  of  thme  peraont  aotusl^ 
Yimitated  the  example  ?  In  his  opinion  the  Mioisieai 
.abould  have  done  nothing.  The  noble  Lord  would  dia- 
'traiQ ;  but  what  would  he  get  from  the  Sheriff  ?—- Why 
bank-notes,  fur  gold  was  not  to  be  had.  Someaaid  there 
^as  no  difficulty  in  prooorinribiiMion^  which  might  eaaUv 
be  converted  to  guineas.    This  would  bt  rather  a  USaeak 
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operation  for  Airmers  living  the  distance  of  a  hunelfed  and 
filtjr  miles  from  London  ;  but  then  it  was  s»id  tbey  miglH 
refase  to  sdl  their  commodities  for  any  thinff  else  tha^ 
gold*— then  they  could  not  sell  them  at  all.  When  they 
saw  fourteen  millions  in  specie  going  out  of  the  country  tot 
com  and  for  our  army  in  Portugal,  could  there  be  a  doubt 
of  tiie  scarcity  of  gold  ?  Gold,  it  was  said,  might  be  had 
from.  France  as  easily  as  claret ;  but  how  whs  theclaret  paid 
for?  With  guineas. — And  how  must  the  gold  be  paid 
for  ?  With  guineas. — ^^He  saw  no  great  advantaere  in  an 
operation  of  that  kind.  He  knew  too  well  the  liberality  c^ 
mind  which  belonged  to  the  noble  Lord;  to  think  that  he 
wonid  proceed  to  extremities;  but  if  he  did,  bis  example 
would  not  be  so  seductive  as  to  be  generally  followed.  T^ 
tekiant  would  be  protected  by  public  opinion — and  there 
the  matter  ought  to  have  been  left ;  but  if  the  Ministers 
did  any  thing  at  all;  they  ought  to  itoake  the  bank-notes  a 
l^al  tender  at  once^  for  the  present  Bill  did  not  afiord 
them  protection.  The  cflfect  or  the  present  measure  would 
be,  to  make  people  see  danger  where  they  were  not  con« 
scions  that  any  danger  formerly  existed  ;  and  aho  to  esra« 
Wish  two  prices.  With  the  view  he  had  of  the  measure. 
he  shonld  have  been  of  the  same  opinion,  had  he  been  in 
the  House  in  the  year  1797.  Till  an  inconvenience  arosCj^ 
be  saw  no  occasion  to  provide  a  remedy  For  it.  The  present 
Hieasore,  to  his  conception  of  it,  would  produce  couse- 
quences  as  injurious  as  could  well  be  imagiued.  He  wa9 
sorry  Ministers  had  not  allowed  matters  to  take  their  course, 
and  saflTered  the  noble  Lord  to^have  tried  the  plan  he  pro* 
]>osed — a  plan  which  he  (Sir  T.  Turton)  was  persuaded  he 
would  not  have  persevered  in,  but  which,  if  he  had  at-« 
tempted  to  go  on  with  it,  he  would  have  found  imprac- 
ticable. The  Bank  of  Ecfgland,  in  his  opinion,  was  per- 
fectly solvent  ;  and  the  only  effect  of  the  present  measure 
would  be  to  brinc^  them  into  jeopardy,  if  not  to  involve 
them  in  ruin,  u  bank-notes  were  once  made  a  legal 
tender,  then  tbey  would  be  like  the  French  assignats,  and 
mi^ht  be  increased  to  a  hundred  millions^  or  more. 

Mr.  Rose  replied  to  the  last  speaker.  After  all  that  they 
had  heard,  and  read  upon  this  subject,  he  thought  it  would 
he  too  much  to  expect,  that  the  example  which  had  been 
^et  by  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  King)  would  not  have  found 
foiiowenff  no  legislative  provision  had  been  made.  He 
thought  that  the  name  of  that  noble  Lord  had  been  too 
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much  iotroduoed  io  this  discossioii*  fie  had  alwajs  beaid 
biiD  npoken  of  as  an  honoarable  and  liberal  man,  and  was 
perfirrtiy  convinced  ttiat  his  object,  in  the  step  he  had 
taken,  was  by  no  means  to  oppress  his  tenants.  At  the 
same  time  tber^was  a  probability  of  the  example  beia/r 
followed  bv  men  whose  motives  were  very  diflirrent,  aod 
tberetore  it  became  the  duty  of  the  House  to  protect  tbe 
tenantry  of  the  country  from  the  d€'Hi«:er  to  which  they 
would  beeZ|)o^ed  by  Fuch  an  example  tieing  followed.  A 
learned  ^ntlemam  (Mr.  Bron|rt)^ro)  Imd,  in  the  warmth 
of  his  8pf*ec'li,  compared  the  lenantK  Co  fraudulent  debtors.  ^ 
He  could  not  see  i»ith  what  justice  such  a  comparison  d 
could  be  made.  The  honourable  and  learDed-^Rfenrlemaa 
teemed   to  have  completely  for^tteh,  that  although  the 

.  frrmers  charired  an  iurreat»e  of  price  for  every  tbin^  tbej 
aold,  they  also  paid  an  incrrasc  of  price  for  every  ihiD|; 
that  they  consumed ;  and  that,  therefore,  if  the  kiDdVom 
could  now  call  upon  tliem  to  pay  tfO/.  per  cent  more  than 
the  uiK  erMcNKi  agreement  betwreen  them,  it  would  clearly  be 
•o  much  money  taken  out  of  the  tenaut^s  pocket,  for  which 
he  was  nyl  m  an v  way,  indemnified.  As  for  the  lemedy 
bc'ini;  very  e<isy,  be  was  astoni&heil  that  any  bocly  could  be 
of  that  opinion*  when  it  was  recoliecied  thai  the  Ruler  of 

'France,  findinjK  that  he  could  neither  beat  us  at  land  or  by 
•ea*  directed  bis  whole  attention  to  attack  us  in  our  finaooes, 
and  in  all  the  sources  of  our  commercial  prosperity.     No 
such  meabures  had  ever,  in  the  history  of  tbe  world,  been 
tesorted  to,  as  were  now  practised  against  this  country. 
Our  exports  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  were  stopped,  our 
goods  were  seised  and  confiscated  wherever  they  could  be 
found,  and  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  us  from  tbe 
Continent  was  also  stopped.     When  those  measures  were  r^ 
sorted  to— when  the  paymegt  of  the  debts  due  to  us  from 
the  Continent  was  stopped,  and  every  demand  which  could  be 
made  by  Continental  merchants  against  this  country,  and 
every  bill  that  they  were  entitled  to  draw,  was  by  the  inde- 
£itigable  bosUlily  of  our  enemy  sent  to  this  country  foe 
payment,  how  was  it  possible  for  us  to  get  gold  from4.heCoo« 
tinent  ?     As  for  the  Bank  reverting  to  cash-payments,  tiuit 
Vtras  evidently  impossible  when  gold  was  not  to  be  got*    It 
was  said,  however,  that  there  was  plentv  of  gold  iu  South 
America  :  but  how  were  we  to  buy  it  I    ft  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  they  would  give  it  to  us  for  aothing ;  aad  it  vas 
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trdl  known  that  their  markets  had  been  fora  lotag  f  imesojcoiD- 
pletely«gluttfd  with  Eneii»h  manufactures  an<l  merchandize, 
that  we  could  not  sell  anol  her  bale.  It  was  supposed  by  some 
that  we  mii^bt  brine  gold  from  Cadiz :  but  if  it  were  pos-, 
sible  to  import  5000  tons  of  gold  from  Cadiz,  a  single 
.(^inea  more  would  not  be  in  circulation.  (Hear  1  hear  I 
from  the  Opposition  benches^)  It  was  certain  that  if  .there 
was  a  new  coinage  of  them^  they  would  be  immediately 
melted  down,  or  exported,  and  that  none  of  them  would 
remain  in  circulation,  it  wi  s  said,  that  there  had  been  a 
depreciation  in  consequeooe  of  an  over-issue;  but  the  fact 
was,,  tliat  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medium  was  ' 
greater  in  1796  than  it  is  at  present.  At  that  period  there 
was  a  cijrculaiion  of  thirty  millions  in  gold,  and  above  tea 
jnillions  in  bank-notes ;  whereas  at  present  there  is  but  a 
circulation  of  five  or  six  millions  in  gold,  and  about  twenty^ 
three  millions  in  bank-notes.  (Hear!  hear  I  from  the 
•Opposition,)  He  knew  what  the  gentlemen  meant  by  those 
cheers — they  alluded  to  the  country  bank-notes ;  but  it  was 
to  be  recollected,  that  they  were  not  only  exchangeable  for 
Bank  of  England  notes,  but  that  as  far  as  the  revenue  was 
concerned^  it  was  in  Bank  of  England  notes  only  that  pay** 
ments  were  made  into  the  Exchequer.  When  had  he  heard 
an  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Brougham)  sup* 
pose  that  pipes  of  gold  could  be  got  from  France  as  well  as 

E'pes.of  claret,  he  felt  so  much  astonished,  that  he  hardly 
lew  whether  he  was  awake  or  not.  As.  for  the  claret»  we^ 
however,  were  obliged  to  pay  for.  it  in  what  the  owners 
considered  a  fair  vdue ;  but  in  what  mannen  we  were  to  '^ 
pay  for  the  gold,  he  could  not  possibly  conceive.  With 
respect  to  wliat  had  been  so  much  talked  ofj,  the  removal  of 
the  restriction  on  the  Bank,  orj another  words,  the  com* 
peliing  the  Bank  to  pay  in  specie,  that  was  absolutely  im* 
possible.  He  would  defy^any  man  upon  earth  to  produce 
any  rational  plan  for  obtaining  so  much  gold  as  would  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose.  He  had  heard  that  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  l|ite  Administration  gradually  to  have 
the  one  and  two  pound,  notes  called  in.  If  this  was  their 
intention,  they  .certainly  had  not  manifested  it  by  any  ex* 
pressions  in  Parliament  during  the  two  sessions  that  they 
were  in  power.  With  respect  to  the  present.  Bill,  he  cer- 
tainly .thought,  that  forcing  the  tenantry  to  pay  either  ia 
gold,  or  at  a  higher  rate  than  their  bargain  was  understood 


«lt  hvmU  be  M|;My  •ppfwif^,  mi*  chat  tte  iriMi^n  ^ 
PiirliMMOt  ooglit  to  f^witl  them  qpiAiil  fQch  epfmmma. 
Uc  did  MX  care  whether  the  piifieiit  Bill  on|;iiMied  firoim 
ihr  notice  of  Loid  King  to  hi»  tenaotrj,  or  fram  the  jodc^ 
ai€Di  of  the  twelve  judges  iv  the  case  of  De  Yoii|fe.     is 
eiiher  caee  the  KIK  appeared  to  him  to  be  ateolaiely  oeoc»> 
vary.    As  to  the  mcreese  of  prices  being  oceaiioiied  hjr  the 
drpieciatioA  of  oer  paper,  he  mast  ohserve)  that  a  psopoe* 
Sieval  mcrease  of  prices  had  taken  place  of  laie  years  ia 
France,  Itnly,  and  most  of  ttie  coantries  of  the  Conti nrnC 
of  £nfope.    lo  those  countries  they  conld  not  atiribofe  it 
io  dcpveeiatfon  of  bank«f  aper,  but  they  called  it  the  depr«> 
ciatioa  of  noneY,  which  was,  in  fact,  greater  than  tfiw 
^aprecialioo  in  this  eoantry.    As  for  gettinjr  j^oM  for  the 
eireolatinr  medinm  of  this  conmry,  it  was  at  pf^nt  impoflw 
iible.     We  had  nothing  to  buy  it  with.    He  conM  not  aHow 
that  there  was  any  simflhade  between  the  French  assignats 
mmI  English   bank-notes.     The  former  were  issued  by 
piiblic  amfaority,  and  in  whatever  qaantittes  suited  the 
convenience  of  the  state  at  the  time  of  tssoing  them  ; 
whereas  the  EngTish  bank-notes  were  only  issoed  on  good 
bills  or  on  lonns  to  the  Gor^'nment,  upon  sectirity  which 
nobody  doubted.   After  adducing  a  Tsrmy  of  other  reaaons, 
be  concluded  by  supporting  the  Bill. 
'    Mr.  Brougham  thortly  explRined. 

Lord  Folkettene  said,  that  although  he  differed  Aiom  the  ' 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  in  the  greatest 

Eirt  of  his  arguments,  there  were  some  points  in  which  be 
ust  agree  with  him.  He  would  agree  with  htm  thst  ther^ 
was  no  preventing  guinetis  from  bemg  melted  or  exported ; 
and  he  also  agreed  witlhSim  in  thinking,  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  the  BanlP^  resume  its  payments  in  cash. 
The  gentlemen  who  had  hitherto  supported  the  Bill,  had 
given  their  support  on  very  different  grounds.  The  Cbao^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  recommended  it  as  a  temporary 
measure,  and  because  it  was  likely  to  lead  to  making  bank* 
notes  a  legal  tender.  The  Deputy-Governor  of  the  Bank 
(Mr.  Manning)  approved  of  tne  measure  as  likely  to  be 

Eerroanentlv  usefu),  but  declared  that  he  should  resist  it  if 
e  thought  It  would  lead  to  making  the  notes  a  l^gal  tender. 
.Another  Bank  Director,  however,  opposed  the  principle 
of  it  for  not  making  bank-notes  a  legal  tender.  The  noble 
Earl,  on  the  other  hand,  who  was  the  original  father  of 
this  Bill,  and  who  had  given  it  to  Ministers  to  norse  for 
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bim^  disctatmcd  the  idea  of  .naaikiDg  Ae  Aoiet  If  gd  taider ^ 
but  declayed  thai  faia  ioteistioft  in  briogiog  in  (be  BUi  was  to 
lead  to  the  adoption  of  a  paflionUr.»y«teiiij  in  &lvout  of 
which  that  noble  Lord  is  ttrott^j  pE€|>oaBe»ied.  Amidst 
this  great  confusion  ofnotiwes^  it  was  bivd  to  sscertaia 
what  where  the  feal  grounds  opon  whii^  tbe  BiU-  aloiod. 
Many  who  :utterljr 'deaied  tbatibere  was  any  dejirecialiont 
agreed  iu  iliiukiog  tbe  ftemnt  Bill  ftbsoUiMtly  neoessary ; 
and  yet,  if  there  had  beejn  no  depreciation!  and  guineas 
and  bank  notes  were  really  of  the  same  maiu^,  )he  caukl  not 
see  how  Lord  King^s  tenants^  or  any  other  omn^s  tenaii(la« 
could  complain  of  oppression  in  being  asked  to  pay  io  gold, 
or  to  give  so  much  Mper  as  would  puacbaae  the  gold  •  If  the 
bardahip  was  merely  that  it  was  impmsibie  to  get  tbe  gold^ 
it  might  be  answered  that  Lord  King  had  not  absolu^y  n» 
quired  them  to  find  the  gold,  but  gave  (hem  the  .ajlor^ 
Bative  of  paying  in  paper  to  such  an  aroount  9s  .would  be 
sufficient  to  buy  the  jsfold.  He  could  notundorstand  wfajr 
the  same  eonduct  which  bad  been  long  pmctised  in  Im* 
land,  and  which  was  not  coosidered  at  m  iu^^roper  Sm 
Irish  gentlemen,  should  be  now  considered  so  Ferf  4mpro« 
per  for  gentkmen  of  this*  country*  With  r^gtrd  to  siritct 
justice^  it  must  always  be  recollected*  ibat  lbs  famnon 
laised  the  price  of  every  thing  they  sold  .in  proportion  to 
that  depreciation  of  paper  which  diminisbeo  tbe  mmt  .oif 
their  landlords.  As  to  tbe  clause  in  .the  Sillrtakiwg  :iiwqr 
from  the  landlord  the  power  of  distsess  whon  the  lenaola 
offered  hank-notesi  this  was  a  clause  to  which  he  had  no 
asanner  of  objection.  The  landlord  had  still  other  remedies 
left  him,  and  wbatevter  delay  or  legal  cbicftueiy  might  b^ 
opposed  tobifli«  be  must  finally  get  Judgment.  He  coo^ 
ceived thai  the  Bill  did  not  originate*  as  it  was  pretendedt 
from  the  notice  of  Lord  King,  but  that  it  was  owinj;  to  tbe 
Judgment  guren  by  the  Judges  unanimoody  in  tbe  case  of 
Be  Yonge,  a  poor  Jew,  who  had  beon  prosecuted  on  an 
old  Act,  and  put  to  very  great  expenoe.  He  could  noi 
avoid  speaking  of  this  ycase  without  saving,  that,  io  bia 
opintout  idtis  poor  man  had  been  badly  uied*  All  tbe 
Judges  had  given  their  opinion,  that  .the  law  upon  whidi 
be  was  proseeuted  did. not  upply  to  his  osae^  and  yet  he  w«s 
put  to  enotmofus  expenoes.  When  the.  right  honourable 
gentleman  spoke  of  tbe  civeulating  mediaoi  being  not  as 
great  now  as  in  ^VdS,  and  compared  it  wiib  the  assignats 
of  France,  it  wee  a  gieat.error  in  his  statemctnt  that  he  had  not 
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ako  ttated  the  mmoani  of  the  country  Imnk^oolet,  vrhiefa 
fbroied  to  materinl  «  part  of  the  general  circalation  of  the 
country.  He  believed,  indeed,  that  it  was  very  hard  to  guess 
at  the  amount  of  paper  now  issued  by  above  10b  ooontry 
batiks,  that  were  absolutely  unlimited  in  their  issues,  and 
lad  ne^er  been  called  upon  to  make  any  returns  of  sacii 
issoes     It  was  true  that  the  uses  were  paid  hito  the  £x« 
chequer  in  Bank  of  England  notes,  but  it  was  equally  une 
that  in  the  country  they  were  generally  paid,  in  the  first 
insiaace,  in  country  bank-notes.     After  reading  an  extract 
from   Lord  LiverpooFs  book  upon  coins,  whiih  has  been 
alreudy  quoted,  he  proceeded  to  shew,  that  in  the  Isiaod 
of  Jersey  tlieie  is  a  regular  exchange  against  Bank  of 
Engiaiid  uotes.    Their  own  notes,  which  are  converrible 
at  pleasure  into  gold,  are  at  par,  and   therefore  higher 
than  the  Bank  of  England  note.     The  French  louis  is  at 
twenty  •four  iivres,  which  is  the  par.    The  Bnghsh  guinea 
'  is  taken  at  it<i  valoe  compared  with  Jersey  bank-notes  ;  hot 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  are  at  twenty-one  livies, 
which  is  a  discount  of  half  a  crowh.     This  shews  clearly 
that  those  notes  w^re  then  considered  as  depreciated  io 
value.     It  was  at  first  said,  that  nobody  would  follow  the 
example  of*  Lord  King;  but  it  was  aiierwards  suppoaed^ 
that  many  persons  would  have  tlie  same  fancy ;  and  the 
fancy  or  opinion  of  many  people  upon  the  subj«>ct  amoaoted 
to  a  depreciation  in  the  opinion  -of  the  public.     He  would" 
leally  be  anxious  to  know  what  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  would  admit,    in   futurct  as  proof  of  depreciation. 
They  would  now  neither  admit  the.  price  of  buUion,  nor  the 
uniformly  unfavourable  rates  of  exchange,  to  be  proofs  of 
depreciation.     He  should  really  wish  to  know  what  they 
would  admit  to  he  proofs.     As  for  preventing  depreciation 
by  hws  or  compulsory  measures,  this  bad  been  attempted 
loth  in  France  and  America,  and  instead  of  checking  the 
depreciation,  they  were  found  to  accelerate  it.     Ii  had 
been  often  repeated  that  every  body  altowed  the  Bank  to  be 
solvent.    This  was  a  position »  however,  to  which  be  was 
not  disposed  implicitly  to  accede.     He  oonceived  that  the 
Bank  was  not  solvent  in  l7OTy  when,  upon  their  applica- 
tion, the  Restriction  Act  was  passed  to  save  them  from  roio* 
They  could  not  then  pay  their  notes  in  gold»  as  they  bad 
engaged  to  do^  nor  have  they  ever  since  been  able  to  do  so. 
He  therefore  considered  them  insolvent  in  1701,  insolvent 
ever  since,  and  not  likely  to  be  ^jain  solvent.    It  had 
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Wen  aialed  by  a  certain  ge«tleiBaa  (we  believii  Mr-  RandaU. 
Jackaon)  ibat  GoTen^m^Dt  owed  tbe  Bank  eigbtee.9 
millioaa  and  a  half;  ao4  tbal  if  tbey  wouk)  pay  them  that* 
tbe  lemaioder  of  iheir  eagagemejnts  could  jbe  Siitisfied  in  aa 
hpur.  Tbia  appcarad  to  him  a  most  gufonoded  and  faU 
lacious  slatemeol.  How  was  ibis  eleven  nyiliipna  due  to 
tbem  ?  There  was  their  original  capital  of  ele?ra  iniIiioo% 
which  tbey  could  not  pretend  was  due  to  tbeip  from  tbf 
Goverotneni,  until  tbe  expiration  of  tb^ir  charter^  which 
would  not  naturally  eacpire  till  1653.  As  to  this  eleven 
AiillionS)  then,  th^y  had  no  sort  of  claim  upon  Qovei'o- 
ment  until  that  period,  unless  they  wefe  inclined  to  suiv 
render  their  charter*  The  two  snms  of  ihiee  millions  were 
wnder  similar  ^irpumstaoces^  Tbey  had  been  lent  to  the 
Government^  as  an  equivalent  for  advantages  given  to  tbe 
Bank»  and  the  terms  of  tbe  loan  were,  that  it  was  not  tp  be 
payable  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Ii,  tbeijeforct  appeared 
to  him,  that  of  this  large  sum  of  eighteen  million?,  tbey 
had  no  sort  of  claim  upon  the  Government  for  many  years. 
He  would  ask  them  what  other  means  they  ha4  from  whicA 
their  solvency  for  twentyrthree  millions  was  to  l^e  oolt 
lected  ?  It  appeared  to  him  that  there  w^tf  t)ot  only  a 
depreciation  at  present,  but  that  thisdepifciatipo  must  con? 
tinually  increase,  while  the  present  systea]^  coz>ti9i|ed  to 
iocieas^  our  enormous  national  debt.  The  issues  merely  ^ 
on  accojunt  of  the  dividends  were  greater  than  the  demand 
of  tbe  country  coold  absorb,  and  therefore,  as  those  issues 
were  constantly  increasing,  tbe  depreciation  on  this  ac- 
count most  regularly  inccc^ase.  He  must  confess  that  h^ 
did  not  feel  so  very  acutely  fpr  the  stock*bolders  as  some 
jgentlemen  professed  to  feel.  In  tbe  first  .place  they  had 
much  better  interest  for  their  money  than  the  land-holder? 
bad,  and  therefore  tbey  were  content  to  t|ike  an  inferior 
security.  They  had  their  option,  and  they  preferred  a  larger, 
interest  on  a  worse  security,  to  a  smaller  income  on  a  better* 
He  also  was  more  partial  to  the  land*  holders,  as  he  |hpught 
that  their  interests  were  much  more  connected  with  the  in* 
lerests  and  honour  of  the  nation  than  tbe  interests  of  the 
stock*bolders  were.  He  remembered  bow  tbe  stock-holders 
had  supported  tbe  peace  of  Amiens ;  and  although  bedid  no( 
mean  to  say  that  tbey  would  have  given  up  the  interests  of 
tbeir  country  for  their  private  emolument,  yet,  as  human 
Vol,  ijl.-181i.  ^G 
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BBtore  iB  ranftinited,  men  Are  usually  id  aa  impevoeptilAe 
fliBOiier  biassed  bv  their  prWate  Interests.    As  soon  ••  tbe 
•satgnats  were  abolished  lo  France,  the  cold  ve-appeared^ 
and  he  was  convinced  that  the  sane  ercct  wnald  be  pro- 
dooed  in  this  country  by  tbe  adoption  of  a  proper  syaieiB. 
As  to  the  nobte  Eari  who  proposed  this  Bill,  be  coaM  not 
apeak  of  him  but  with  great  respect.    He  bad  studied  oiaojr 
branches  of  philosophy,  was  a  most  excellent  mechanic^ 
and  bad  always  some  project  or  other  oo  foot,  about  wbieir 
he  was  Tery  anxious.     A  good  many  years  ^o  he  was  tzij 
intent  on  a  scheme  for  preventing  guineas  from  being 
liable  to  **  clipping  or  sweating.**    By  a  good  deal  of  tao« 
portunity,  Mr.  Pitt  was  prevailed  upon  to  give  directions 
tbat  the  experiment  should  be  made  at  the  Mint,  and  a 
guinea  coined  precisely  according  to  the  dirrctioos  of  Lord 
Stanhope.    The  noUe  Lord  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  tbe 
experiment,  and  found  that  it  had  answered  hisezpectatioa 
completelv;  but  the  principal  officer  at  the  Miniha^vin^ 
leceited  his  Lordship*s  entire  approbation,  contrived  to  let 
tbe  ffuinea  fall  on  the  floor,  and  it  bfokt  to  jAceeu    {A 
Iswa.)    He  must  confess  tbat  he  did  appn^bend  soose 
aoch  failure  in  the  noble  Lord's  present  project.     It  migbc 
|ound  plausible,  but  when  it  came  to  be  tried  be  iimrfd  it 
would  be  like  the  guinea  of  his  coining.     After  some  more 
observations,  he  concluded  by  declaring  bis  iotenticui  of 
opposrng  the  BiU. 

Lord  Cuiilereagk  was  desirous  to  follow  tbe  saggestion 
of  tbe  honourable  and  learned  gentlcmNU  (Mr.  Broogbaoi) 
wbo  spoke  early  in  the  debtrte,  to  confine  tbe  dtscusaioa 
to  the  Bill  actOHlly  before  ihe  House,  and  upon  tbat  feeling 
should  torn  his  back  upon  sll  the  deliberations  which  had 
taken  place  upon  the  bullion  question  in  a  former  period  of 
the  session.  In  stating  his  view  upon  tbe  question,  be 
should  assume  nothing  but  what  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  previous  decisions  of  the  House.  He  bad  felt  a  wish  to 
fbliow  the  honourable  and  learned  {gentleman  in  the  debate, 
because  the  ability  with  which  the  honourable  Member 
discussed  every  Question  upon  winch  he  delivered  his  senti- 
ments, facilitalea  the  discussion  of  it  to  those  who  follovred ; 
and  because,  in  admitting  the  existence  of  tbe  evil,  sod 
tbe  necessity  of  a  remedy,  that  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  had  usefully  brought  tl^  question  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House.     Tbe  remedy  of  the  honour- 
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«ble  and  learned  geDtlemaii  was  1:0  .extend  to  this  coootry 

tbe  practice  which  prevailed  in  .a  part  of  Ireland*     flfe 

adqiiMed  ibat  xlie  learned  geatleinan  had  usefullj  brought 

the  l^w   between  debtor  and  creditor  into  review ;  and 

argoed  that  the  present  Bill  did  not  extend  to  all  cases.    If 

tjie  landlord  were  to  levy  distress,  a  new  practical  difllculty 

would  fij'ise,  as  it  was  pot  quite  clear  that  the  Sheriff,  ia 

annouociQg  the  sale»  could  advertise  it  for  gold  only;  and 

if  he  should,  whilst  purchasers  for  gold  were  pot  to  be 

had^  that  would  amount  to  a.  defeasance  of  the  equitable 

rigUt  of  the  possessors  of  the  property  distrainedf.    The 

JUegislaiui'e  stood  thus  su  to  debtor  and  creditor.    It  had 

passed  a  law  to  prohibit  the  issae  of  gold  by  the  Bank  ;  it 

did  not  enact  that  the  public  shouul  receive  only  bank* 

iK>ies»  but  that  the  Bank  should  not  issue  gold ;  hut  it 

-made  paper  a  legal  tender  to  the  Sovereign  as  to  all  matters 

^f  revenue  and  tax,  though   not  a   legal  tender  to  the 

•public  creditor  de  jure,  but  only  de  facto.    Qe  wished  to 

'knqs9,  then,   upon  what  equitable  principle^  when   the 

'jMiblic  creditor  received  paper  at  its  nominal  value,  that 

.paper  should,  in  transactious  between  individuals,  be  re* 

,€eived  uccoiding  to  any  other  rate  or  value.     He  denied 

that  bank-paper  was  depreciated  in  any  sense  but  with 

respect  to  the  rise  of  prices,  which  arose  from  other  causes. 

(Paper^  he  admitted,  was  not  in  the  legal,  technical,  verbal 

sense^  a  legal  tender  ;  but  those  who  passed  the  Restriction 

Act,  which  bad  done  more  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity 

of  the  country  than  any  other  public  measure^  had  not  had 

the  present  state  of  the  country  in  their  contemplation. 

Even  Mr.  Fox  had  defended  the  clause  respecting  distress, 

which  was  rejected  in  that  instance  only  because  it  waa 

.not  necessary.    There  were  cases,  jn   which  it. would  be 

better  to  coutinue  under  moral  control,  than  under  legal 

restraint.     He  did  not  question  the  motives  of  the  noble 

Lord  whose  conduct  gave  rise  to  this  measure  ;  but  when 

the  noble  Lord  defended  his  conduct  in  Parhament,  even 

though  the  conduct  did.  not  extend  beyond  that  noble  Lord, 

•it  beciime  Parliament  to  defend  his  tenantry  against  the 

practical  injustice  of  the  principle  upon  which  he  acted.  . 

The  consequence  of  acting  generally  upon  the  principles 

of  the  noble  Lord  would  be,  that  the  country  bankers 

would  be  compelled  to  stop  their  issues,  and  in  that  case 

•  the  noble  Ijord  would  rtceive  less  rent  than  at  present  for 

.his  land.    The  aituatioa  of  Jtbe  country  would  resemble 
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that  of  France^  )ia?ing  a  metallic  circttUuioQ  wttboot  moj 
credit  between  man  and  man,  and  with  niio  to  the  ccmb* 
merce  and  manuractures  of  the  nation.    There  wai  not  ibe 
semblance  of  justice  in  the  principle  of  Lord  Kiog'a  coo- 
doct.    The  practice  in  Ireland  was  limited  to  three  of  four 
counties,  and  if  it  were  to  be  extended^  gold»  instead  of 
bein<^  at  a  premium  of  fifteen  per  cent,  would  soon  be  at 
one  huodred.     This  Bill  was  not  to  be  looked  upon  as 
perfect,  but  as  containing  a  distinct  declaration,  that,  if 
tlie  example  of  the  noble  Lord  should  be  followed,  ParlMH 
ment  woifld  resort  to  proper  measures  to  remedy  the  erii. 
His  principle  was  to  give  to  the  debtor  against  his  creditor 
tbe  same  security  as  the  pabltc  enjoyed  against  the  pabfic 
creditor.     No  penalty,  ne  would  admit,  could  prerent  an 
individual  having  floods  to  sell,  from  making  a  distiocti<Ni 
between  gold  and  bank-notes;  but  he  thought  tiiat  tbe 
penalty  was  necessary  to  prevent  any  'such  difference  being 
made  as  between  gold  and  guineas  ;  which  could  only  he 
tided  upon  with  a  view  to  evade  the  law  to  the  injury  of 
the  public.     It  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  existenoe  of 
two  prices  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  as  to  a  maximami,  that 
%vas  a  complete  nuisance.    The  teeling  of  the  country  waa^ 
that  bank-notes  were  not  depreciated,  and  it  wasfaisopiDioa 
that  it  was  tbe  duty  of  tbe  Legislature  to  destroy  atty  class 
that  had  an  interest  in  promoting  such  depreciatioo.     Two 
prices  he  did  not  think  were  any  proof  of  depreciation,    Ao 
tmnaturai  rise  in  tbe  price  of  gold  might  make  that  dear, 
but  it  did  not  follow  that  paper  should  lose  what  ^Id 
gained.     With  respect  to  Ireland,   the  practice  prevaikd 
only  in  four  or  five  counties,  in  which  gold  was  ata  premium 
even  before  tbe  Bank  Restriction  Act.    The  reason  was, 
that  formerly  there  hud  been  no  bank  north  of  Dobliii* 
The  conduct  of  Lord  King,  therefore,  derived  no  coun- 
tenance from  the  general  practice  of  Ireland.     He  was  oot 
satisfied  that  it  might  not  be  tiecessary  in  another  session  to 
adopt  some  measure  with  respect  to  Ireland,  but  he  diought 
it  wise  in  Ministers  not  to  extend  this  measure  to  that 
country.     Whilst^  the  wnll  of  separation  coatinued*    it 
would  be  in  vain  to  expect  gold  from  that  quarter.     Widi 
respect  to  ihe  restriction  of  the  Bank  issues,   he  omse 
obser\*e«  that  if  thev  couM  discover  any  satisfactoiy  cri« 
terion,  he  thought  the  Legiblature  ought  to  impose  a  limit. 
But  when   he  considered  the  conduct  of  the  Bank,  be 
thought  that  should  be  left  to  their  souad  discretioo,  aa 
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Otherwise,  (hey  might  have  to  come  to  Parliaiaept  every 
aessioa  with  po  applicatiop  for  authority  to  make  a  further  • 
issue.  He  deuiea  that  the  paper  of  this  country  bore  any 
resemblance  to  the  Government  paper  of  other  despotic 
countries^  ivhich  was  issued  upon  expenditure  actually 
incurred  and  bottomed  only  upon  its  own  wortblessoesa 
and  insolvency. 

Mr,  11.  Thornton  agreed  in  so  many  of  the  sentiments 

-of  the  noble  Lord,  that  he  was  glad  he  had  given  way  to 

him.     He  concurred  in  the  opinion^  thai  it  was  not  desirnble 

to  limit  the  issues  of  the  Bank,  which  should  in  their 

nature  be  fluctuating.     In  the  course  of  lust  summer}  the 

Bank  had  increased  its  issues  by  two  or  three  mil!ions  with 

the  greatest  benefit  to  the  public.    But  as  to  ibedifficulttr 

of  finding  a  criterion^  he  differed  from  that  noble  Lordl^ 

because  that  was  to  be  found  at  all  times  in  the  state  of 

the  exchnngeSi  and  in  the  price  of  bullion  during  any 

consMerttble  period  of  time.    Until  the  issue  of  bank-^paper 

ahonldf  be  reduced  to  that  test,  they  could  have  no  standard 

|o  regulate  that  issue.    He  also  agreed  with  the  noble 

Lordi  that  our  paper  currency  couM  not  justly  be  com« 

pared  to  assignats,  and  thatxhere  was  no  probability  of  the 

necessity  of  establishing  a  maximum.    But  the  present 

measures,  he  believed,  had  a'tendency  that  way ;  though 

Jt  would  not  follow^  that  even  if  yre  took  the  first,  the 

second,  and  third  steps  towards  it,  we  should  necessarilj 

take  the  fourth.     Neither  did  bethink  that  it  would  be 

necessary  to  make  bank-notes  a  legal  tender,  though  he 

coold  conceive  a  situation,  in  which  it  might  be  found 

necessary  for  them  to  retrace  their  steps.    The  Act  of  1797 

had  placed  them  in  an  artificial  situation,  whiob  it  was 

necessary  to  support  by  artificial  measures :  but  these  should 

be  temporary,  and  the  public  sliould  be  impressed  with  a 

conviction  (hat  it  was  so.     He  had  been  inclined  to  shut  his 

eyes  to  tlie  difficulty  which  gave  rise  to  this  Bill :  but  when 

the  subject  had  been  broached  in  Parliament,  he  felt  th^ 

this  measure  was  necessary.     But  the  whole. did  not  rest 

tipon  the  conduct  of  Lord  King;  because  by  the  Act  of 

1797»  every  country  banker,  who  issued  notes  under  five 

pounds,  and  if.  within  ten  days  after  demand  h^  did  not 

pay  for  Uiem  in  cash,  was  liable  to  distress  by  summary 

prooess,  with  heavy  costs.    If  the  landlords,  then,  insbted 

upon  coin,  the  tenants  would  demand  it  from  the  country 

bankers^  who  would  all  be  ruined;  aad  in  eTery  future 
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eontaef ,  Mcority  would  be  taken  againtt  the  demand  for 

"M*    He  did  not  think  gold  had  risen  abofe  its  proper 

'oe.    If  a  local  or  temporary  high  price  of  gold  took 

vce,  it  was  too  likely  to  be  attribnted  to  depreciatiooy 

.fttiich  eoald  not  hdl  to  excite  a  panic ;  and  it  was  the  doty 

of  Parliament  to  nard  against  suc^  consequences.    In 

agreeing  to  thb  Kill,  he  wished  to  protect  indiridiials 

against  the  special  injury  with  which  thej  were  (lireatened* 

He  was  of  opinion,  I  hat  whilst  the  present  banking  system 

EieTaileri,->-even  if  cash*paymeiits  were  resumed,  tt  roljght 
e  neoesBsry  to  resort  again  to  the  Restriction  Bill :  as  in 
the  case  of  actual  invasion.  But  it  had  never  been  sup- 
posed thnt  the  Bank  was  to  be  protected  from  Pf^ying  m 
specie,  whikt  the  exchange  was  unfavourabte.  The  hoo. 
Member  statetl  that  a  restriction  of  the  issues  was  the  best 
security  at^ainst  depreciation.  He  had  heard  it  stated  with 
pleasure,  that  the  Bank  issued  had  been  dimimshed  nine 
roilHoBs,  but  was  disappointed  to  find  that  it  was  only  oft 
the  eve  of  issuing  the  dividends.  The  honourable  Member 
then  refernxl  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Winthorp  in  1797> 
who  stated,  that  in  the  case  of  coin  being  sent  out  of  the 
country,  it  would  not  lie  expedient  to  supply  the  place  of 
the  coin  ho  withdrawn  by  bank-notes.  He  agreed  in  the  Bill 
« as  it  placal  tenants  on  the  same  terms  as  other  debtors ;  and 
if  he  should  be  disposed  to  concur  in  making  bank-notes  a 
-legal  tender,  it  should  only  be  retrospective,  not  prospeo* 
-lively.  He  thought  the  right  honourable'  gentleman  oeh 
posiie  should  point  out  at  what  time  or  rate  they  would 
allow  of  depreciation:  which  if  it  existed  for  any  durattoo, 
ought  to  be  remedied,  though  he  would  admit  that  a  tern* 

Krary  depn^ciation  was  not  worth  the  attention  of  the 
giU.tturr. 

Mr.  Marrji/itit  thouj^ht  the  Bill  not  only  cxtraordioary 
in  itself,  but  accompanied  with  very  extraordinary  circum- 
stances. Tho^e  who  supported  it  now  were  recanting  all 
the  opinions  which  they  had  maintained  on  the  discuasioo 
of  the  bullion  question.  .  This  Bill  wotdd  be  nugatory,  if 
pa()er  and  coin  were,  as  in  that  ins>tance,  voted  equal  in 
public  estimation.  The  Ministers  now  took  up  the  ground 
of  their  opponents  npon  the  bullion  question,  whentbey 
admitted  that  the  depreciation  was  so  alarming  as  to  c^ll 
for  this  measure.  He  thought  it  extraordinary  to  etfsbsde 
Ireland  from  the  operation  of  the  Bill,  because  it  shewed 
that  they  legislated  lor  a  country  where  the  evil  did  net  eaiat 


hmi  in  the  iotmlion  of  »  single  iodiriduat,  and  omtttal 
to  extend  the  Bill  to  a  conntiy  where  it  existed  con* 
fowdljr.  The  principle  of  the  measure  was  unjust  to 
ibe  landiords*  He  contended,  that  the  mercantile  interests 
wotild  be  more  injured  bj  the  measure  than  landlon]s» 
as  landlords  would  be  afiected  only  in  a  small  pari 
pf  their  income,  whereas  commercial  men  would  be 
ruined  in  their  fortunes  by  the  effect  of  depreciation. 
In  this  measure  the  Ministers  passed  the  Rubicon:  a 
I^gal.  tender  wonld  follow,  and  tbej  seemed  determined  to 
stake  the  fate  of  the  Empire  upon  the  issue  of  this  Bill.  I( 
tiie  legal  tender  should  follow,  the  difference  between 
hank^paperand  assignats  would  exist  only  in  d^ree.  The 
honourable  gentleman  then  alluded  to  the  Acts  of  Queen 
Anne  to  enforcea  paper-circulation  in  the  American  colonies* 
which  was  thereby  wpreciated,  to  shew  that  if  Government 
were  to  make  bank-notes  a  legal  tender  they  would  neoest 
sarily  be  depreciated,  and  it  would  be  Tain  to  attempt  to 
^p  the  depreciation.     • 

.  Afr.  John  StnUh  observed,  that  the  principle  of  the 
noble  Liord  who  had  been  alluded  to,  if  followed^  woidd  be 
ruinous  to  the  country.  The  effect  would  be  to  destroy  fo| 
erer  the  credit  of  bank'^notes.  The  demand  for  gokl  upof 
the  country  bankers  would  be  ruinous  to  them.  In  thp 
inland  counties  there  was  no  circulation  but  paper»  and 
"Without  it  even  his  constitpents  could  not  get  bread.  .  The 
tenants  wouki  be  irritated,  and  could  not  comply  with  thf 
demand ;  nay  a  tenant  with  whom  he  had  conversed,  told 
him,  he  wouki  throw  his  landlord  into  the  Thames  soonev 
than  comply.  They  were  all  aware  of  the  depreciation  of 
paper,  but  were  bound  tp  endure  itf  and  he  had  no 
patience  witb  persons  of  10,000/.  a  year,  when  they  sta^ 
they  suffered  by  it.  He  would  rather  have'  paid  the  iH>bif 
Lora  the  difference  many  times  over  than  this  quesli^m 
should  have  been  agitated  in  such  a  way  ;  and  he  returnc4 
his  thanks  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite^  for 
not  having  allowed  Parliament  to  separate  ^arithout  bringing 
forward  this  measure.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  coodupt 
of  the  noble  liOrd  was  legal ;  but  if  a  person  were  to  put 
in  force  a  certain  act  of  William  and  Mary  against  persons 
denying  the  Trinity,  for  which  they  might  be  trausported 
for  seven  years  to  Botany  Bay»  his  conduct  would  be  legaL 
but  the  public  would  look  upon  him  as  an  odious  and 
detestable  bigot. 

Air.  Bankei  might  have  thought  this  Bill  necessary^  if 
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the  cmdiict  of  the  noMe  Lord  ifn  tikcty  to  to  be  feUow^A 
flffn^rally.  BiH  though  thnl  condoet  bad  been  pnuaed  at 
feudiihleand  patnotic,  he  bad  not  heaid  that  any  one  jndi* 
Tidtial  was  delfibh  enough  for  his  own  lucre,  or  ao  regardless 
of  the  public  iniem(«  as  to  intimate  any  inteotion  to  follow* 
tbe  example,  lie  did  trust,  and  wouki  trust  atill.  to  the 
good  sense  ami  coii^mon  honesty  of  (he  people  of  thiscouatijt 
that  they  would  not  follow  such  an  example^  If  be  thooght 
they  would,  as  he  could  proposie  nothing  better,  heahould 
adopt  this  measure  with  moilitkiations  ;  but  after  the  most 
aerious  reflection,  be  thought  more  mischief  would  leuilt 
from  possiug  than  from  rrjrcting  tbe  measure.  Though 
the  conduct  of  tbe  noble  Liord  hml  unfortunately  been  sup* 
portmi  upon'  high  nuthprity,  he  was  still  diapoeed  to  trust 
to  the  peo|>le.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  House  had 
a  right  to  oe  informed  from  the  highest  1^1  authority  boar 
the  law  now  stood.  He  thought  it  extraordinary  that  tbe 
iioble  Lord  opposite  (Castlercagh),  who  voted  Smp  the  Bill 
in  this  country,  should  have  so  little  tenderness  for  Ireland, 
in  so  many  counties  of  which  the  evil  prevailed*  Mr» 
Bankes  concluded  by  saving,  that  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Governraenu  of  Europe  to  gi^^  stability  to  the 
natioual  paper,  was  always  tbe  immediate  (breruoner  of  ita 
tuin. 

The  ChmKcllor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not  conceived  that 
tbe  measure  which  Mas  now  before  the  House  was  likely  to 
be  at  all  necessary,  until  he  had  heard  the  opinions  of  so 
many  noble  persons,  who  seemed  determined  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  noble  Lord  with  whom  the  whole  originfi]^ 
difficult  V  originated.  (Heart  hear  I  from  the  Oppo$itiom 
Me.)  tie  must  presume  from  thoie  cheers,  that  tne  hon*. 
Members  intended  to  follow  that  noble  Lord's  example,  for 
be  could  not  nuspect  them  of  the  meanness  of  praising  and 
defending  the  very  act  which  they  would  not  venture  tQ 
imitate.  (Hear !)  The  truth  was,  that  they  would  follow 
the  example  of  the  noble  Lord,  oud  it  was  the  certainty  of 
this  that  made  the  present  mcmure  actually  necessary.  The 
danger  now  ceased  to  be  the  contemptible  thing  it  waa, 
when  is  was  confined  to  the  experiments  of  an  individual  tot 
whatever  purpose  labouring  to  realise  his  own  theocies. 
The  great  landed  proprietors^  who  had  committed  them* 
adves  in  anothet  place,  i^id  even  in  the  course  of  the  pre» 
sent  debate^  were  the  men  vho  made  it  necessary  to  bring 
forvaid  some  measure^  or  any  measure  that  might  defeat 
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ttte  idle  speculations  of  dan^erons  experimentalists  on  the 
^»neral  well-being,  secure  the  tenant  from  the  pressure  of 
the  landlord,  and  quiet  the  mind  of  the  country.  {Hear  !> 
Thi»  evil  sias  not  to  be  left  to  chance,  during  the  months 
when  Parliament  might  not  be  sitting  to  meet  it.  Fie  called 
it  an  evil,  for  the  consequences  of  the  act  of  the  noble  Lord 
which  bad  forced  the  present  subject  so  painfully  aind  unex*. 
pectedly  licfore  the  House,  must  be  of  the  most  extensive 
in^i^J)  tinless  they  were  met  by  a  sudden,  vigorous,  and 
effectual  remedy.  The  first  effect  of  the  noble  Lord's  prin« 
ciplewould  be,  to  throw  the  whole  connexion  of  landlord  and 
tenant  into  disorder;  a  most  wide  and  important  relation. 
The  next  would  be,  to  have  the  wliole  mass  of  their  paper 
thrown  back  on  the  country  banks,  the  whole  credit  of  the 
country  thrown  into  confusion,  and  the  whole  circulation 
stopped.  But  doubtless  the  noble  Lord  was  right  in 
pushing  his  experiment  as  far  as  it  would  go^  and  it  he  did 
not  find  consequences  fiatnrally  shaping  themselves  with 
his  theory,  at  least  making  artificial  consequences  which 
would  answer  just  as  well.  The  hazard  to  the  country  in 
the  mean  t  ime  was  nothing.  The  noble  Lord  simply  wanted 
the  eslablisbment  of  his  favourite  doctrine  of  the  two  prices,' 
and  this  was  absolutely  the  defence  set  up  by  the  friends  of 
that  noble  Lord.  (IJearl)  His  law  was  as  sound  as  his 
philosophy :  that  noble  Lord  did  not  demand  the  current 
coin  from  his  latter  tenants,  because  their  leases  were  made 
since  the  restriction.  Why,  tiien,  did  be  demand  it  from 
the  earlier?  The  *'  current  c<»in**  was  the  phrase  as  much 
in  ontf  set  of  leases  as  in  the  other ;  and  if  the  phrase  was  to 
be  modified  by  circumstances,  the  circumstance  of  paper 
being  taken  in  general  dealing,  as  the  current  medium,  was 
as  much  in  favour  of  one  set  as  of  the  other.  (Ilearl) 
The  Member  for  SufTolk  said,  and  actually  said  it  with  an 
appearance  of  seriousness,  that  the  present  measure  owed 
nothing  to  Lord  King,  and  that  in  fact  it  was  from  begin* 
ning  to  end  the  work  and  wish  of  Minisiers*  He  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  been  called  sometimes 
tlie  luckiest  and  sometimes  the  most  luckless  of  all  Ministers, 
as  it  struck  the  fancy  of  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site side;  but  there  was  in  this  supposition,  the  acknow* 
ledgment  of  a  tide  of  good  iuck  which  might  be  too  much 
for  even  the  credulity  of  that  honourable  Member.  The- 
first  iiustrument  in  this  lucky  history  was  Lord  King.  Mi-, 
nisters  were  longing  to  have  the  present  measure  brought 
Vol,  III.— 1811.  5  H 
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fenrftTd«  They  had  fiiiled  with  aU  tbek  cafining»  aad  tka 
imion  wm  drawMg  to  a  cIcmb.  Still  nothing  was  done, 
there  was  not  a  aymptom  of  their  being  able  to  iatcodaoe 
thiKclarlMie  metkmte.  The  Betsioo  was  expiring^  and  the 
Ministerial  project  seened  on  the  brink  of  eKtiQCtioii«  Mi- 
niftlers  were  in  despair— 4>ut  then  came  forward  Lord  King 
in  the  fortuoate  mcmieiit,  and  saved  them  by  giving  them  am 
opportunity  which  nothing  elae  under  Heaven  conld  gife, 
of  bringing  forward  their  raeaauie.  This  was  the  fint 
ioststnce  of  luck.  Then  came  another,  and  who  was  the 
next  instrument  in  the  conspiracy  ?  Why,  Lord  Stanhopa* 
Yel  Govi>rnmeni  seemed  to  take  no  very  eager  part  wiik 
this  accomplice.  Miuislers  declared  plainly  that  thejr 
would  tfive  iheir  negative  to  the  measure  on  its  first  ap«- 
pearanre.  They  thought  it  nnnecessary :  it  became  a  dif^ 
ierent  thing  on  the  delivery  of  certain  opinions  in  anoiher 
House.  For  jiist  as  $iie  Bill  was  likclv  to  Mok,  the  tide  of 
Mini!»U?rial  luck  set  in  again,  and  Lords  Grenville  and  Grey 
and  seveml  other  distinguished  penons  thought  fit  by  ti^e 
aentifnents  which  they  delivered  to  make  the  Bill  a  matter 
of  necessity.  I'his  nas  the  true  and  genuine  history  of  the 
aeries  of  roiraculous  good  lock  by  which  Ministeis  were 
enabled,  at  the  close  of  a  dying  session,  to  spring  up  and 
carry  their  favourite  measure  with  a  vigonr  which  waii 
denied  to  their  earliest  and  most  animated  exertions;  ami 
after  ibis  he  woi|ld  kave  the  faqnouraUe  gentleman  (o  the 
enjoyment  of  ii(s  ferious,  sobett  and  firm  belief  in  tlie  ta(e 
which  heventuretl  to  tell  to  the  flouse.  [HcaT\  hcar\) 
Tin*  CImncellor  qf  (he  Exchequer,  aftf!r  the  examioation  of 
some  other  statements,  proceeded  to  the  legal  consideration 
of  the  question.  There  was  no  doubt,  that  if  the  landlord 
at  prcik'nt  deraaoded  his  rent,  he  might  proceed  by  imme- 
diate distress,  and  a  Court  of  Equity  woidd  not,  in  all 
probiibiiiiy,  give  any  remedy  for  the  distress.  It  was  one  of 
tUi'  ot>jf^ris  ot  the  Bill  to  bar  that  immediate  distiess*  The 
land onl  was  not  to  be  left  without  his  remedy ;  but  he  must 
sue  at  law,  and  of  course  be  liable  to  those  forms  of  thei  Goart 
w^iicli  would  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  ruin  his  tenant  ii| 
the  interval  while  Parliament  was  not  sitting,  and  of  coarse 
not  able  to  apply  any  effectoal  remedy  to  an  evil  whidk 
might  be  of  the  most  severe  and  calamitous  nature  to  the 
tenant,  it  was  the  knowledge  of  this  necessary  dday,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  the  decision  which  might  take  j^aoe  on  a 
demand  of  reut  in  gold^  that  made  the  multitude  of  Uml** 
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lords  never  attempt  to  d^ntend  payromt  in  gold.  There 
was  but  due  ck»e  of  such  a  demand  before  the  Courts  sinoe 
tibe  year  179T,  and  that  wM  Rome  trifling  thin?  of  SOT; 
which  fixed  no  docisioA  of  the  Coiifto  The  prrsent  Bill  did 
not  enforce  the  ^^  legal  tender  ;^'  nor  did  it  evt*n  lead  to  that 
as  a  eonsequeiice.  ft  merely  went  to  save  the  tenant,  and 
support  the  creclit  which  was  forcibly  attempted  to  be  taken 
from  the  circulation  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Ti^mey^  in  a  bumordas  speech,  commented  on  the 
alternate  good  and  ill  luck  of  the  Chancellor  of  (he  Exche- 
quer. He  mention^,  that,  on  the  first  debate  on  Lord 
Stenhope*t  Bill,  in  the  Hoose  of  Lords,  Ministers  wero 
boldin^^  a  Council  in  an  adjoining  apartment,  and  hesi- 
tating half  the  night,  sending  messages- td  the  Speakeiir,  and 
communicating  by  telegmph  with  the  opposite  end^  of  the 
House,  su&ring  the  unfortunate  persons  w  ho  were  ordered 
to  speak)  to  begin  their  speeches,  and  go  on  towards  the 
and  without  knowing  which  side  they  were  to  take  after  all ; 
whether  they  were  to  admire  or  abuse  the  measure,  and 
whether  the  last  word  that  left  their  lips  was  to  be  aye  or  no* 
Mr.  Tiemey  concluded  by  declaring  that  the  im  mediate 
cflbct  of  the.Bill  must  be  the  death  of  the  littte  credit  that 
was  still  left  to  bank-notes.  In  fact,  they  were  to  be  bank* 
notes  no  longer.  They  were  now  to  be  Parliament  notes^ 
Government  notes,  anv  thing  but  what  they  once  were,  ana 
what  they  always  ought  to  be.  * 

Mr.  Creeotjf  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-day  move  Vc^ 
exclude  Bank  Directors  from  voting  in  the  discassions  on 
the  Bill. 

The  House  then  divided— 
For  the  Second  Reading        •        •        •        13) 
Against  it  ..«•..         S9 

Majority        -        .        -        .  98 

Lord  Folkestone  then  moved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed 
ibis  day  se^nnigbt ;  this  was  negatived  without  a  division  ;j 
and  the  Bill  was  oidered  for  the  next  day  (Tuesday.) 
Adjourned^ 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

TUBSDAT,   JULY   16. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  Scots  Appeal  Cause 
reipectltig  Bums's  Poems,  was  deferred  till  Thursday  next. 
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ClRCOLATINa  MBOIQII. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  lead  for  the  conttnimtion  of  f  be 
debate  from  the  adjottrnment  (hereof  till  this  day,  on  the 
fourteen  Resolutions  presentiii  to  the  House  by  Earl  Stais- 
hope. 

Earl  Stanhope  then  rosp,  and  addmsed  the  House  upon 
the  subject  at  considerable  length.    The  principle  of  his 
Resolutions  iras  what  he  first  stated  to  the  House.    Theft 
came  a  particular  instano*,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to 
briiifi^  in  the  Bill  he  had  introduced,  and  which  was  now 
before  the  Comnions*  The  law  as  it  would  standi  if  that  Bill 
$bould  pass  into  an  Act,  would  avert  tor  a  time  thoae  Kvwt 
mischiets  which  weredailj  to  be  apprehended.     It  woakl 
leave  open  tliree  feniedi<%  for  the  landlord,  as  before :  but 
it  would  prevent  him  from  making  a  distiess. when  Bank-* 
notes  were  tendered.     We  had  been  brought  into  a  sitna* 
tiou  something  like  a  man  with  a  number  of  roads  befiMne 
bim,  and  not  knowing  which  <»f  them  to  take;    Tbrrewae 
mud  and  water,  and  broken  bridges  before  him,  and  be  knew 
not  how  to  choose.    The  Ministers  Sfemed  afraid  to  take  a 
direct  road,  and  the  Opposition  had  no  directions  to  gii^* 
lie  had,  theirfere,  brought  them  to  the  point,  and  they  had 
begun  now  to  take  the  right  road  for  a  short  way ;  but 
something  farther  must  be  done,  or  they  would  soon  be 
overturned.     He  never  thought  his  Bill  perfect.     On  the 
contrary,    he   had  raid,    it   was   like    a  c<iiat   mode  for 
Bampjf.    He  had  been  obliged  to  frame  it  to  meet  the 
qistorted  shape  of   the   law  as   it  stood,  aid   the  cir* 
ciimstMnces  ot  the  times.     He  could  not  possibly  look  at 
the  dangers  likely  to  ensue  without  alarm.     Why  was  the 
tenant,  who  produced  tor  their  Lordships  their  rents  and 
their  comiorts,  to  be  obligcnl  to  bring  gold,  (which,  by  the 
bye,,  lie  could  not  procure)  or  to  py  Bank-notes  at  a  de- 
preciation of  four  KhiilingK  in  twenty  i  His  Lordship  pat  a 
oese  of  a  tenant  having  received  such  a  notice,  and  croing  lo 
hi^  landlord,  to  n'present  to  hiu)  bis  difficulties.     ^^  Have  I 
ever  failed  to  pay  my  rent  at  the  appointed  time  V*    '^  No, 
never.'^-— ^*  liave  1  ever  cut  down  the  frees^  or  ploughed  iip 
thegardensy  or  injured  your  estate?"    '^Nol" — "1  have 
borrowed  monej,   which  I   have  expended  in  improviiig 
jour  land."    '*  You  have." — **  I,"  continues  the^teosat, 
"can't  get  gold,"    *<  Then,"  says  tlie  landlord,  '^  you 
roubt  turn  out."    What  horrible  injustice  would  this  be  L 
This  landlord  would,  like  Sliylock  the  Jew,  in  the  play, 
lake  out  his  long  kiu£r,  and  wbei  it  upon  the  floor,  and  tell 
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his  lenfinfy  *'  I'll  have  my  bond,  I'll  hnve  my  pointd  of 
flesh.'*  Aye,  so  he  mi^ht;  bnt  (hey  ou^Fit  to  take  care 
that  he  should  not  get  a  drop  ^f  Chrislian  blood  !  It  was 
clear,  that  forcing  tenants  to  pay  in  £;otd  must  havp  an  injti- 
rious  effect  in  raisinfir  the  prices  of  all  the  necessaries  of  lite : 
ihe.butrlier,  the  baker,  &c.  must  all  Ijeaflertwl  Uy  it.  His 
Lordttbip  proceeded  to  deny  the  principles  ihat  had  beea 
kkid  down  by  so  many  per!^>ng,  about  j^old  beins:  exclusively 
liie  medium  of  circulation  He  said  that  i(  bad  l)een  for 
farious  reasons  so  esteemed  in  earlier  and  infant  ages  of 
civilization,  and  tliat  it  boasted  an  anliqnily  bordertn/af  on 
the  days  of  barlxirism.  Those  notions  ba(l  been  received 
and  actf*d  upon,  bnt  did  it  follow  that  they  -were  iadis« 
puTable  ?  As  civiltzatton  had  increased,  the  use  of  a  paper 
Biedium  had  been  introduced,  whicii  was,  in  many  cases, 
much  more  cohvenif^nt.  Yet  he  heard  from  hundreds^ 
aothinjEcbut  ^^  Gold,  ^old  ;''  which  they  exclaimed  like  so 
many  parrots  or  magpies,  who  bad  been  tauirht  to  say 
nothing  else  :  but  be  could  bear  no  sound  arguments  fruat 
thence.  Gold  was  a  fluctuating  medium  in  its  value,  as 
different  circumstances  occurred,  such  as  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  .course  of  exchange.  A  pound  sterling,  he  con** 
tended,  was  what  the  law  had  made  it,  and  not  bulhoa.  If 
be  wa4»«ed  to  measure  the  length  and  width  of  that  house, 
he  should  look  for  a  rule  of  feet,  or  feet  divideil  into  inches; 
and  not  for  a  thermometer,  or  any  thing  else  that  would 
expand  in  his  bands,  or  when  he  came  near  the  fire.  Na« 
body  in  the  kingdom  could  misunderstatid  what  was  meant 
by  a  pound*note.  Let  those  who  complained  call  county 
meetings.  He  would  attend  in  Kent,  if  om;  were  tailed^  and 
take  care  to  call  for  the  show  of  bands  on  (his  subject,  and 
be  had  little  doubt  as  to  the  result.  The  effect  of  the  systera 
of  two  prices  would  even  be  seen  in  the  commonest  occur-^ 
rences.  Suppose  a  brewer,  for  instance, — he  should  sjiy/ 
Brewer  Wbttbread,  and  why  not? — well,  Brewer  Whit- 
bread  tells  one  of  his  publicans  that  he  must  be  paid  in 
gald.  The  man  murmurs,  and  the  brewer  must  com- 
promise, unless  tbe  publican  can  procure  gold  every  time 
bis  customers  that  have  a  little  credit  run  up  their  pint»a«|d 
potsof  porter  toa  seven-shilling  piece.  If  he  don't  com- 
promise, the  publican  would  take  down  the  board  ^^  Whit- 
bi^d's  Entire,"  and  put  up  "  Mcux's  Entire,"  or  **  Cal- 
vert's Entire."  (a  laugh,)  He  only  wished  Noble  Lords  to 
consider  the  subject  more  attentively.    Gold,  be  asserted^ 
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could  not  be  got,  tbongh  it  was  said'  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  it  in  Mexico  and  Peru.     So  there  was ;   some  under 
the  earth  and  some  over  it  :  but  they  mi^ht  aend  all  f  he 
British  naTj  for  it,  and  not  get  it.     Tf o  I  they  mnst  Bend 
something  that  the  people  wanted  to  buy  in  exchang<efor 
their  gold.     It  was  the  course  of  exchange  and  balance  ^ 
trade  that  deprived  us  of  gold.     When  Buonaparte  act  w^ 
his  system  of  a  triple  barrier  against  our  commerce,  many 
people  laughed  at  it-     He  had  never  thought  so  contempt 
tuously  of  that  man,  as  not  to  believe  that  he  would  push 
his  plan  a^  tar  as  he  could.     What  was  wanted,  was  geoe^ 
rality,  and  success.     A  time  might  come  presently,  when 
he  would  liave  that  generality  in  the  effect  of  his  plan,  which 
would  produce  sucri*ss.    It  was  with  a  view  to  that  that  bo 
had  drawn  up  liis  Rrsoltifions,  not  to  press  them  At  the  enct 
of  the  se^sion,  but  to  have  them  printed,  so  that  noble  Lords 
might  consider  them  well  before  next  session,  when  it  would' 
be  ueccbsary  to  do  somethiitg  permanent.    His  noble  frieiidB 
in  opposition  seemed  to  think  goM  was  easily  to  be  bad  r 
that  he  must  deny.    They  seemed  to  suppose,  that,  as  they 
thought  the  Ministers  were  ruining  the  country,  the  people 
could  have  no  confidence  in  them,  and  thcrefim,  naturally 
hoarded  up  all  the  gold  :  but  that  as  soon  as  tkry  came  in, 
out  would  come  all  the  secreted  gold,  and  cover  the  coun- 
try 1  (Hear.)     He  did  not  think  that  would  be  tJie  case. 
Respecting  Bank-notes,  be  thought  it  most  dangerous  and 
unjust  to  make  them  legal  fenders.    How  were  two  people 
to  act  safely  with  them,  neither  of  them  being  a  judge  of  a 
good  Bank-note  from  a  bad  one  ?  That  would  be  a  step  like 
those  of  liubcspierre  and  Maraty  who,  when  in  Prance,  usc>d 
queer  words  for  things,  called  the  making  assignats  legal 
tenders,  moneijdising  the  assignats.    Afterwards  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  t//29^o;rrydi»uig' of  their  assi- 
gnats. The  same  consequences  must  result  here  from  making 
Bank-notes  k»gal  tenders.    Every  body  recollected  a  cause 
in  our  Courts  of  Justice  respecting  the  forgery  of  French 
assignats,  and  tliat  the  Court  compelled  one  party  to  stay 
the  other's  bill  for  doing  so.    Thus  the  law  had  made  it 
lof^to  forge  French  assignats.     Might  not  Buonaparte^ 
Whenever  we  should  have  recourse  to  the  making  Bank-notes 
legal  tenders,  permit  the  same  thing,  and  throw  millions  of 
Ibrgfd  leg:il  tenders  out  of  boats  and  shipl  into  this  country? 
i^fier  a  variety  of  ingenious  arguments,  and  illustrations  of 
the  subject,  the  noble  earl  strenuously  fecommended  his  plan 
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of  book««ntries,  ivhicfa  vra^  no  impracticable  theory^  but 
bad  been  adopted  with  success  in  Hamburgh  and  Holland, 
wbere  people  knew,  at  Ieafit»  something  about  commerce, 
and  circulating  mediums.  He  stated  a  variety  of  instances 
in  which  this  plan  was  superior  to  every  otbei^>  as  it  would 
afford  us  what  we  so  much  waated-««  permanent  l(*gal  ten* 
der;  and  had  none  of  those  disadvantages,  and  that  injus- 
tice, which  mu9t  follow  the  making  of  Bank-notes  I(^al 
tenders.  In  the  view  of  transfer,  what  was  the  selling  an 
estate  in  Kent  for  100,000f.  and  buying  another  in  York- 
shire of  about  the  same  amount,  bnt  a  mere  exchange  of 
land  ;  say  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Canterbury  for  one  iii 
the  vicinity  of  York,  which  the  man  liked  better?  Then 
tfie  book  entry  system  particularly  applied.  If  the  money 
must  be  received  in  gold,  it  could  not  be  carried  in  a  post- 
chaise,  for  foar  of  snapping  the  springs ;  it  might  be  carried 
in  a  great  broafi- wheeled  waggon.  (A  laugh.)  There  was 
no  need  for  this  ;  there  was  a  positive  necessity  for  some 
thing  permanent  as  a  medium,  something  that  might  be 
wdl  understood  by  every  body.  In  fact,  his  plan  had  been 
begun  and  acted  upon  by  indivklual  bankers  in  the  West  of 
England.  One  who  had  written  to  him,  did  not,  on  that 
account,  want  his  bill,  because  it  proceeded  on  the  founda- 
'  tioa  of  the  Bank  of  England,  wher^s  the  individuafs  notea 
could  not  be  made  legal  tenders.  But,  still,  this  instance 
was  a  strong  argument  for  his  bill.  His  lordship  adverted 
to  the  present  execution  of  Bank-notes,  which  he  represented 
as  so  easily  to  be  forged,  tbat,  in  the  opinion  of  good  artists, 
any  dever  engraver's*  apprentice,  of  three  years  standing, 
might  do  it.  The  country  notes  were  much  better  done: 
those  of  the  Bank  were  inferior  to  their  Lordships'  visiting 
cards.  He  did  not  censure  the  Bank,  because  he  knew  that 
they  could  not  get  the  numbers  wanted  executed  with  s^iffi- 
jcient  dispatch,  if  they  employed  eminent  artists.  He  then 
described  tlie  process  of  makhig  a  Bank-note,  explaining 
the  difference  of  the  common  parts  of  the  process,  and  the 
stiereottfpe  parts,  which  was  done  by  what  was  now  called 
technically,  ^^  the  Stanhope  Press,*'  though  it  was  not  his 
invention,  as  he  had  only  added  an  improvement.  After 
etghtor  ten  years  application,  with  excellent  assistance,  he 
believed  he  had  nearly  brought  to  perfection,  a  mode  of 
striking  off  immense  numbe)rs  of  notes  of  excellent  work- 
manship, which  it  woold.be  most  difficult  to  imitate.  He 
cpncl^ded,  afti^r  many  general  observations  and  particular 
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TxplaMtions  on  the  wb<Jetohierf,  by  recomnifiiding' (h« 
RcMluiionft  lo  the  fceri<»u8  coii<M<*rQtiaii  of  the  Hoose,  as 
ihty  containKi  rrairiled  prinriplfR  on  this  roost  important 
quPHtion.     He  moved  that  the  Ri*iiolntions  be  printcn. 

The  folio  win«:  its  I  he  «ubi»tanre  of  (he  R<  solutions  :—* 

Ut.  lliatan  internal  circulaiinff  inediiinB  which  aboil  be 
a  lei^I  measure  of  value  is  estientially  neoessarj. 
'    Silly.  That  it  is  lii^hljr  expedient  that  Mich  medism 
ft))ould  be  steady  and  invariable. 

&lly.  That  two  or  more  cirrulafinft  medinros  which  maj 
▼arj  in  their  relative  value  cannot  form  the  reqobite 
medium. 

4llily.  That  one  onl^  should  therefore  be  made  a  perma- 
nent  k^lstamlard. 

6cl)ly.  That  such  Ic^I  standard  slioidd  be  of  such  a  na« 
tnrc  as  to  be  divisible  into  any  required  ports,  or  fractional 
sums. 

Gtlily,  Tiiat  it  is  morrovrr expedient  that  such  permaneot 
le^l  standard  meisure  be  so  contrived  as  to  be  easily,  ra- 
pidly, and  safely  transferable,  widtout  expenre,  from  anjr 
one  |)erson  to  any  other  person,  and  from  any  one  part  or 
the  country  to  another,  either  for  the  nae  and  bene6t  of  the 
same  individual,  or  of  any  other  individual,  free  from  any 
depreciation,  defnlcation,  or  discount,  and  hc^  from  any 
loss  by  forgery,  or  by  wear  and  tear,  and  also  free  from  any 
danger  of  loHs  thai  might  arise  from  house-breskers,  high* 
way  robbers,  mobs,  insurrections,  or  even  from  foreign  inva- 
sion in  any  particular  district,  and"  likewise  free  from  any 
loss  that  might  arise  from  the  accidental  or  intentional  de- 
struction of  any  dwelling-house,  banking*hoose,  or  other 
building,  by  fire  or  otherwise ;  and,  moreover*  free  from 
any  loss  of  interest  on  any  quantity,  however  considerable, 
of  such  circulatiniT  m(*dium,  which  shall  or  may  hereafter 
exist,  and  be  tronsferabit*  in  any  of  the  various  ways  above- 
mentioned,  and  (above  all  things)  free  from  being  afii^cted 
by  the  course  of  ail  or  any  of  tlie  foreign  exchanges. 

Tthly.  That  neither  gold  nor  silver  ever  did  possess,  or 
ever  can  ]K)ssess,  the  various  important  and  requisite  quali- 
ties  which  are  above  particularly  specified. 

8ihly.  That  the  want  of  gold  in  circuhition  prevents  per- 
sons  who  have  inrge  payments  to  make,  from  makinga  kghl 
tender  to  the  amount  of  the  money  so  due  and  payable. 

9tlily.  I'hat  it  would  be  unjust  to  makebank-ootesa  l^f^nl 
tender,  because  the  |)erson  to  whom  they  are  offered  may 
nut  Ixf  certain  that  they  arc  not  forged. 


^  lOt&ly.  That  for  tbeso  .various  reQ$ods,  it  ia  highly  ex-* 
pedieftt,  ibat  a  permanent  Buoide  of  miEddng  payments  be 
established,  by  oseaiis  6i  whicb^  legal  tenders, .  etm  t9  the 
lai^;est  amoont,  may  b^  made  without  gold,  arid  by  jneans* 
of  wbieb  legal  tenders  for  fractional  suou  may  be  made 
without  either  silver  or  Copper* 

]  ithly.  That  to  satisfy  the  pobKc  as  to  the  6<^lvency  of 
the  Bank  of  Englaikid,  the  Oonipany  shoald  every  session 
lay  before  Parliament  a  clear  view  of  their  affairs^  and  that 
a  maximum  be  placed  on  their  iasaes  both  as  to  tbe  number 
and  value  of  their  notes. 

ISdiiy.  That  it  is  expedteAt,  that  the  BaiOc  of  England 
shall  establish  Marions  branches  throughout  the  whole  coun* 
try,  and  iff  many  parts  of  the  rotitropolis,  and  shall  cause 
books  to  be  opened  in  each  of  those  places;  .ami  that  peiv 
sons  possessed  of  bank-notes  shall  be  entitled,  upon  depo> 
siting  such  notes,  to  i>avea  credtH  in  the  baakyboAkat  the 
plade  where  such  deposit  lis  made,  equal  to  the  value  in 
pounds  sterling  which  is.  specified  in  sqch  notes,  to  be  :pay«. 
able  to  the  bearer  on  denland ;  and  that  every  person^  hav^ 
iog  such  credit  so  entered  to  his  account  in  any  one  place 
asafoiTsaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  transfer  the  whble  of  suek 
sum  so  accredited,  or  any  parts  thereof^  either  to  Us  own 
account  or  to  that  of  any  other  person  at  any  place  wberfe 
any  such  book  is  opened. 

ISthly.  That',  for  the  perfect  security  of  all  pensons  who 
shall  at  any  time  become  possessed  of  any  such  credit  as 
aforesaid,  it  is  expedient  that  triplicate  correspondingten- 
tries  he  made,  the  first  of  which  snail  be  onthe.Bank-book 
at  such  place,  the  second  of  which  shaft  be  delivered^  to  the 
person  who  shall  have  brought  the  Bank<^aoteGias  a«certifl« 
cate  of  the  proper  eiitry  having  been  made,  and  Hie  third  of 
which  shall  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  original  fiank 
of  £n|^i|nd  in  London,  in  order  to  be  by  them)  filed  and 
daily  transmitted  to  the  Tower  of  London  for  bbA  oostddy, 
after  such  last-mentioned  triplicate  shall  have  beendu4jr 
lecorded  in  the  bocdcs  at  the  Bank  of  England  itself,  aad 
that  every  transfer  be  made  in  like  manner.      .  *  > 

14thly*  That  as,  under  proper  regulations  iuKielail,  sueh 
book»eii(ries  and  such  book^transfers  cannot  evfer  be  foi^ed^ 
it  woiikl'bc  highly  expedient  iliat  the  law  sbouU  authorise 
legal  tenders  tobu  made,  by  tendering  such  a  book-tramfer 
as  aforesaid  of  the  sum  due,  iii  such  form  and  maaagr  a$ 
shall  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Vol.  UL— 1811.  5  1  * 
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Ijord  iJverp^ol  did  not  feet  it  necesaary  io  enter  into  any 
general  riew  o(  llie  question,  nor  to  ftate  the  motires  which 
mi^ht  inftaenoe  him  in  a  le^Blatire  decision  upon  the  natare 
of  the  noble  EarFs  Resolutions ;  but  before  he  shouM  give 
hk  opinion  on  the  present  motion,  lie  b^ged  to  advmt  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Earl  in  the  beginning  of  hia 
speech.    The  ncMe  Earl  bad  assumed,  that  the  state  of  the 
law  as  it  regaided  the  circulatinjr  medium  would  be  alto^ 
gethcr  absuid,    if  the  Bill  now  in  its  stages  in  another 
House   should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature;  bat 
all  the  reasoning  of  the  noble  Earl  on  that  subject  would 
oquallj  apply  to  the  state  of  the  law  iriter  the  suspension  of 
cash  payments  in  1797.     And  yet,  under  this  law»  so  very 
atisuidly  situated,  did   the  agricultural  and  commercial 
transactions  of  the  country  go  on,  and  prosper  in  the  most 
eminent  di^iee.    The  best  mode  of  I^islation  he  cooceired, 
was  to  draw  principles  from  fact»^(o  found  a  system  of 
wisdom  upon  experience,  rather  than  adopting  a  very  dan- 
gerous course — to  make  laws  upon  the  apprehension  of  spe- 
culative e?ils.«  As  to  the  Resolutions  tnemsel  res,  with  all 
the  prepossession  which  the  noble  Earl  must  have  for  tbi^ 
his  other  child,  be  was  glad  that  his  only  object  in  the  pre- 
sent late  period  of  the  session  was  to  have  them  printed. 
Taking  them  in  this  view,  and  under  the  consideration,  that 
by  agreeing  to  the  motion  he  should  not  be  understood  as 
lending  them  the  least  authority  or  sanction,  he  did  not 
intend  opposing  their  being  printed. 

The  Earl  ofLauderdaU  said,  that  it  was  a  little  saiisfac- 
tory  I  hat  the  ckUd  now  oifered  to  Ministers  met  with  ales^ 
cordial  reeeption  than  the  other  6a//t/i>g  which  they  Jad 
unfortunately  taken  into  nursing.  He  was  sorry,  however, 
that  any  Minntrr  of  this  country  conid  at  an^  time,  not  to 
speak  of  the  present  moment  ol  public  agitation,  give  even 
the  sanction  which  the  noble  Secretary  did  to  doctrines, 
such  as  neviT  were  uttered  in  either  Iloiise  of  Parliament. 
Was  it  no  trifling  thing  to  give  circulation  to  propositions 
which  condemned  the  system  upon  which  this  country  bad 
acted  throughout  the  whole  of  the  last  century? — Io  propo- 
sitions which  stated  that  ourannies  must  be  disbanded,  and 
our  navy  remain  unpaid,  unless  we  have  recourse  to  cash* 
pnymenls  or  adopt  his  own  system  ?  Was  there  no  mischief 
in  telling  the  people  of  WestniinsteF  to  call  meetings  for  the 
purpose  of  deciding  ona  question,  than  whichnone  was  mare 
abstruse,  and  none  so  abstruse^  perhaps,  to  vulgar  coacep* 
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tioD.  He  declared;  that  iki  tile  i0i?hole  of  liis  tVurlinmentary 
life  he  had  never  heard  a  speech  so  likely  to  produce  mis* 
chief  as  (hat  of  the  noble  Mover.  It  had  not,  tidwover,  the 
merit  of  originality,  for  he  recollected  many  speeches  in 
France  to  the  very  same  purpose.  In  one  of  them,  by 
ilobespierfe,  were  these  remarkable  expressions:  •*  ffhat 
value  u  there  in  gold  9^  Let  the  dirt  be  returned  to  the  earth 
from  whence  it  sprung.^^  His  noble  Friend  accused  the 
coontry  of  crying  out  **  Gold,  gold,"  as  senselessly  as  par- 
rots ;  but  had  the  country  no  common-sense,  ^hen  it  pre^ 
ferred' to  a  system  of  mere  paper  credit,  a  circuUtton  of 
paper  convertible  into  gold  ?  ^  The  noble  Eatrs  Resolotions 
were  full  of  mischiefs,  and  not 'confined  to  the  objections  he 
had  ali^ady  staited.  His  system  diiiered  nM^  materially, 
even  from  l^he  opinions  of  the  noMe  Lord  opposite; '  That 
noble  Lord  trusted  to  the  forbearance  of  the -country  for  re- 
maining contented  with  the  present  situation  of 'ite  currency, 
but  his  noble  Friend  had  no  such  opinion,  nor  any  ^ch- 
confideiioe :  on  the  conttafy,  considering  that'Our  affiiirs  in 
this  respect  were  at  a  crisis,  he  brought  forth  hi&  efii/ct,  and 
now-usliers  in -bis  large  fainily  for  ministerial  adoption. 
What  the  nature  of  that  family  thus  handed'  over  was,  he* 
had  very  satisfactorily  €f3cplained,  but  they  would  not  ftfi- 
swer  the  intent  of  their  creation.  We  must  stop  the  land- 
lords, said  the  noble  Earl,  from  enforcing  payments  in  gold 
by  ejectment ;  but  was  tlmt  all  the  service  which  it  was  to 
do  ?  Would  his  Bill  afford  any  relief  lO  the  public  creditor  ? 
It  was  a  hard  case,  he  said,  that  the  public  creditor  should 
receive  his  dividends  in  paper,  and  if  he  should  take  a  house- 
be  obliged  to  pay  bis  rent  in  gold.  But  did  the  difficulty' 
stop  tliere?  Was  it  house-rent  alone  that-wa<»aSbcted  ? 
What  other  article  in  theTange  of  all  our  necessities  which 
was  not  equally  affected  2  It  was  impossible  to  devise  any 
law  which  could  fix  the  prices  of  things.  Making  Bank- 
notes a  legal  tender  would  aSect  the  past,  but  what  would 
it  do  as  to  the  future  ?  A  maximum  must  next  lie  established ; 
for  a  maximum  was  to  the  future,  what  a  legal  tender  was  to 
the  past.'  The  liable  Earl' knew  that  the  effect  of  a  legal 
tender  would  be  io  destroy  all  contracts  between  man  aiul 
man;  and  he  could  assure  their  Lordshii^s,  that  they  were 
much  mistaken  if  they  thought  that  his  noble  friend  (Lord 
King)  was  single  in  his  conduct.  He  could'cven  assure  the 
House,  and  prove  it  at  their  bar,  that  securities  in  tlie  three 
per  cents,  were  sold  out  at  57  in  gold,  and  Qi  in  paptr.  ii^ 
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cottU  movt  tkat  ibete  were  manj  shops  io  this  c\iy  whicfti 
carried  00  ibis  traffic.  The  noble  Earl  then  advened  to  the 
doctiine  of  book-eniric9  mentioeed  ia  tbe  Rcaolutiom^  and 
afgoed,  that  tbej  were  liable  to  oTer-iMue  and  depieciatioii 
in  the  same  way  as  Bank-notes,  and  tbereibre  not  essentiallj 
different,  ile  would  not  give  tbe  noble  Earl's  Resoletioiis 
even  so  mticb  countenance  as  the  noble  Secretary  of  State 
did  by  sufiering  them  to  be  printed.  He  would  ever  resist 
the  fstaUishneut  of  any  other  system  or  scheme  of  currency 
than  that  which  resorted  to  coin  as  its  basis.  The  DoUe  fiuri 
(Stanhope)  confessed,  that  a  legal  lender  would  be  the  riMi 
of  the  country,  but  did  not  his  own  system  tend  evidently 
to  a  legal  tender?  Fie  was  oid-fashioned  enough  to  adhere 
to  that  plan  of  a  circulating  medium  which  had  a  happjr 
and  /ortunate  existence  from  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  last  cem* 
tury ;  and  he  was  coofidentf  that,  whenever  the  praictples 
upon  which  that  system  was  (bunded  should  be  overturned^ 
the  country  would  be  lost. 

Lord  Sianhope  replied  to  the  arguments  of  the  last  speak- 
er. He  did  not  say  that  we  should  pay  our  armies  in  coin^ 
or  that  without  it  they  should  be  disbanded :  but  he  insisted 
on  tbe  necessity  of  some  fixed  circubtiag.  medium ;  and  if 
coin  could  not  be  got,  that  the  country  diould  adopt  some* 
tbin^  else.  lie  was  accused  of  bringing  forth  chiloren  and 
families  for  the  Miuista^  but  he  assureu  tbe  noble  Earl  that 
be  thought  titev  would  be  better  treated  if  not  nursed.  7'be 
language  which  the  noble  Earl  used,  with  respect  to  the  uii« 
fitness  of  this  subject  for  the  public  mind,  was  language  fit 
only  for  a  despot.  The  noble  Earl  then  made  some  few 
other  observations  in  reply. 

The  f^arl  of  Laudardale  explained,  and  the  motion  was 
put  and  carried.«^^djoumed  to  Thursday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  17. 
PRIZE  COURTS. 

Lord  Cochrane  wished  to  call  tbe  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  letter  from  tbe  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Masoui 
of  the  Fisgard.  He  wished  to  give  the  right  bonouraUo 
gentleman  every  degree  of  credit  for  his  industry ;  but  in 
his  opinion  that  letter  fended  to  uphold  a  system  in« 
jurious  to  tbe  best  interests  of  the  country,  a  system  which 
^uilttcd  an  immense  naval  establiihment  necessary*  while 
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tinder  wotJiief  fiy^tom  a  itiQchaiQaller  esfAbliahmQn^  would 
te  ttuch  miNre  ffi^uaU  He  had  tflMed  in  thai  iHWt  to  the 
Captain  of  lite  Fiagardi  that  theeiipeiiceofiftfte  adjudi- 
€filiDn  of  the  Joanna,  the  ¥alQe\af  ivliich  aipaiptf^d  ttrop- 
ivardfi  ofSQOQLi  ^a$  the  same  a^^lmt  on  a  boat- p&tbo; value 
of  SIO/.  He  had  farther  slated  in  (that  letter^,  thdt  aAer  b6* 
atowing  <he  ulmort  attention  io- some  hiindrorlspC  aocoUnCty 
it  was  his  ^Ipintte  that  the  iatecejsta  of  the  Ntwy:  were  tetter 
attended  to  ,bji  %w»s  in  the  Jiaiicls  ofr  the  King'»  Praqfors, 
than  they  would:  1)6  if  10  the  bandb  of  priirate^a^ente^r.-  iThis 
appeared,  to' liiHDi' a  strange  doctrine,  that  .one  man  coitid 
attend  better  laMie  interests  of  the  y^holeNavy,  than  could 
•be  done  by  a  number  of  men  tdf  biripess^  appqiut^'by.  tike 
ittdivitluala  who  %em  interested  y  aild  wboof  bouuBcireiietha 
most  likely,  ita- em  ploy  tlfose'\^o/they  thought  woaitV  htU 
attend  to  tbose  interests.  Formerly, '  when  feW(nei»(pa|  cases 
occurred,  aitd  when  of  course tl>e ^a^es  werele^.diiEeult, 
the  King's  -Praetor  might  be  able  to  go  tolerably  well  th4r(>ufl;h 
the  business  in  his  hands  (  but  the  variety  of  .fiyMi^$  in  neu- 
tral caaes, :  in  the  present  day,;  f^airilig  thit^tridte^  inves- 
tigation, rendered  it  impossible  totf 'htm  (odo  tbis^ '  if  50 
or  60  causes  >  came  to  be  cotisideied  in  one  <lay»  by  one.  indi- 
▼idaalj  how  ivas  it  possible  that  he^c^iidU  sufiiairt^tjj  attend 
to  tbon  ?  Upwards  of  1000  msels- hHv^  beeft  a^tiaae  lime 
under  litigation.  He  ha<l  a  list  ^f  vessels  now.  uR({cr  litiga- 
tion in  tbe  Coart  of  Appeals,  and*  which  tbe^b^e  Navy  of 
£nglttnd^  were  only  concerned  in  92  of  .ttoase—the  rest, 
•mounting  io  near  feOO,  belon<red  to  privateers,  of  wliich 
there  were  notabove  one  or  two  doien  in  all  in  the.  country  .^- 
This  backwardness  on  the  part  of  the  Officera  of:  the.Koyal 
Navy,  must  either  proc^eed  from  thewant  ofcoiifidei^eein 
bis  Majesty's  Procurator* General,  and  his  Clerks,  .or  from 
their  own  ne^rlect.  This  was  injurious  to  the  intere9t4oftbc 
country*  Tbe  right  honourable  geotleman  had  approved 
ofihe  fees  taken  in  t[)e  Prize  Courts.'  He  woold  ask  the 
Tight  honourable  genlleraan  if  be  approved  of  bis  Majesty's 
Attorney«tieneral  receiving,  in  every  cause  in  the  Court  of 
Appenis,  a.fee  of  S2  guineas,  wbetlier  he  attended  there  or 
not  ?  He  would  ask  him  if  he  bad  attemled  in  that  Court 
-more  than  once  aince  November  last?  He  wou4dask  bim 
,too,  if  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  ought  to  beat  the  expence 
of  another  Officer  io  litigate  tbe  cases  of  neutrals  I  He  would 
giveto  his  Majesty's  Advocate  every  cri'dit  for  ability;  but 
#tiil  be  himself  might  have  a  terbn^  that  his  interests  would 
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be  belter  «tieoded  to  by  anodier  Couniel,  and  in  that  case  it 
was  bis  duty  io  himself  to  employ  another  person.  If  the 
cause  with  a  neutral  were  given  against  biro,  he  would  be 
ItaUe  to  |)ay  costs  and  damaites,  or  to  go  to  gaol.  Was 
this  the  way  to  make  Officers  of  the  Navy  exert  themselves? 
The  (ruth  was,  that  at  present  vessels  were  allowed  to  carry 
both  necessaries  and  luxuries  from  the  Nofthem  provinces 
of  France  to  the  vine  provinces  in  the  South.  If  tnis  could 
l)e  put  a  stop  to,  it  would  occasion  more^datnagc  to  Pranoe 
than  would  be  done  to  this  country  by  catting  off  all  the 
commerce  from  the  coal  counties  to  the  Mouth  of  the 
Thames.  France  was  not  independent  of  nftarine  commerce. 
No  Officer,  however,  would  tell  this  to  the  Admiralty,  be- 
cause it  would  look  like  a  reproach  on  himself. ,  He  gave 
theTMBcers,  however,  every  credit,  but  they  could  not  act 
otherwise,  from  the  dread  of  costs.  The  present  Judsepf 
the  Admiralty  had,  by  n  n^ulation,  ventured  to^ifbfu  re- 
lief in  the  case  of  vessels  under  160/.  He  stated  the  case  of 
a  vessel  amounting  to  i63t,  when  the  captors  were  brought 
in  ]l/«  in  drbt.  Was  that  a  btateoftningsvrhich  ought 
tu  endunr  ?  How  would  tliose  right  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite,  sitting  quietly  on  their  oenches  (and  it  was  much 
easier  to  sit  on  a  soft  bench  Mian  to  make  captures),  like  the 
risk  every  now  and  then  of  damages  and  imprisonment  ? — 
For  his  part,  he  bad  never  seized  on  a  neutral  in  the  whole 
course  ot  his  life,  merely  because  of  the  risk,  and  because  he 
knew  he  could  not  get  that  attention  paid  to  his  case  which 
he  thought  necessary.  He  had  once  come  up  with  three 
vessels,  which  he  was  told  might  be  captured,  but  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  do  so.  Ti^e  right  honourable  gentleman 
then  said,  that  the  fees  charged  by  the  King's  Floctor  were 
not  so  high  as  those  charged  by  private  Proctors ;  but  bow 
was  that  ascertained  ?— -By  a  minute  on  the  King's  Proctor's 
Office.  What  did  that  minute  say  ? — that  in  all  successful 
cases  the  bill  should  be  moderate,  and  in  unsuccessful  cases 
should  be  submitted  totaxation. — What  was  that  saying  ?  It 
proved  only,  that  the  King's  Proctor  could  not  even  attend 
to  the  amount  of  charm  made  on  Officers  of  the  Navv ; 
otherwise  this  minute  of  his  clerks  was  unnecessary.  The 
ri^it  honoumble  gentleman  further  stated,  the  fees  of  the 
King's  Proctor  in  each  cause  of  the  first  nineteen  vesaeb  in 
the  list  examined  by  him  did  not  exceed  eight  gutneu  er^ 
elusive  of  stamps ;  but  as  a  proof  of  the  contrary,  be  would 
only  adduce  the  case  of  the  two  vessels,  the  Two  Sjbteis  auil 
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Experiment,  wharb  ike  «oits  amotiivted  io  upwards  of  556/. 
and  where,  instead  of  thirteen  guineas  for  stamps,  as  allowed 
by  the  riglit  honoarable  gentleman,  he  would  allow  fimrty- 
three,  and  the  som  remaining  to  the  Proctor  amounted  to 
upwards  of  5002*    Gentlemen  might  shake  their  heads  at 
this — it  was  not  the  less  true.    He  woold  ask  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  why  the  letter  from  Cook  and  HoU 
ford,  referred  to  in  hitf  letter,   was  not  produced  to  the 
House  ?'  All  these  things  should  be  investigated  before  setting 
up  any  defence  of  the  system.    The  whole  system  of  Doo» 
tors  C!ommons  was  of  more  injury  to  the  country  than  all 
the-  other  abuses  which  esbted— than  ten  times  all  the  sine-^ 
cures*     From  twenty  years  of  not  inattentive  observation, 
he  had  ventured  to  state,-  and  he  pledged  himself  to  prove 
the  statement,  that  by  a  reformation  of  that  system,  a  salving 
of  not  less  than  five  millions  sterling  per  annum  might  be 
effected  ;  and  if  those  abuses  which  existed  were  rectified, 
the  half  of  the  present  navy  would  do  more  than  was  done 
by  the  whole  at  present.    I^ndeed,  it  would  be  an  advantage 
if  half  of  the  ships  of  th^  navy  were  sunk  in  the  sea.    While 
he  said  this,  he  admitted  the  affiiirs  of  the  navy  were  as  well 
conducted   bv  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  (Mr. 
Yorke),  as  they  had  ever  been  before  conducts.     He  had 
done  many  good  things,  and  none  better,  in  his  opinion, 
than  the  re-appointment  of  a  gallant  and  persecuted  officer, 
Sir  Robert  Calder.    (Jlear !  kfor !)    So  that  if  he  had  done 
nothing  more  than,  this^  he  should  have  hb  tribute  of  ap* 
plause.    The  Foreign  Prize  Courts  were  nefariously  con- 
ducted.   He  gave  as  an  instance  the  other  day  that  of 
Malta.     It  was  notorious  that  the  whole  affairs  in  the  King's 
Proctor's  Office  were  conducted  by  bribes  (Cries  of,  JVb,  ml) 
Aye,  but  he  would  proVe  it.    But  they  must  not  refuse  the 
,  investigation,  as  they  had  formerly  donc^  and  then  say  he 
had  failed.    He  would  give  them  leave  never  to  listen  for 
the  future  to  any  thing  he  should  assert,  if  he  failed  to  prove 
this.     Another  extraordinary  charge  was  for  the  Isibour  of 
taxing  a  bill.    The  Deputy  Register  charged  60  guineas  for 
taxing  a  bill.    Was  that  to  be  tolerated  ?    An  investigation 
into  this  subject  would  be  productive  of  more  good  than  all 
their  votes  about  the  depreciated  currency.    Did  the  right 
iion.  gent,  also  approve  of  this  charge  of  t)0  guineas  ?  Sup- 
pose the  whole  oifthe  Captains  of  the  Navy  were  compelled 
io  employ  the  tailor  of  the  riglit  hon.  gentleman,  would  it  be 
Any  satistiiction  to  them,  if  their  coats  wcrespoikd,  to  be  told 
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that  they  had  got  tlma  cheaper  thu  could  have  been  af- 
fonlfd  by  oilutr  taiton^  because  the  ri^ht  boo.  gentleonaii'a 
taiiorkept  50  old  women  in  his  emploj  for  the  purpote  of 
Baking  them  cheap.    With  respect  to  brtberj,  be  would 
only  Mjr,  thai  it  was  verj  natural  to  think,  if  an  Officer 
wrre  ordrred  to  aea,  he  would  wisli^  to  expedite  his  cause  bjr 
givinir  a  bribe.    In  tlie  oaae  of  Captain  Sk^ae  and  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Lapwiiiff,  abribe  of  500/.  waagiven  to  the  Clerks 
of  the  King's  Proctor'a  office.    The  other  Captain  gave  no 
douceur ;  and  it  wni  curious  tiwt  the  vessd,  which  was  cnn- 
dcroned,  was  iramcdiatelv  given  to  Captain  Skenci  wha 
gavo  that  bribe,    Tlie  whole  business  of  the  Navj  was  left 
to  Clerks,  and  it  was  no  advantage  if  it  was  done  cheaper 
than  could  be  by  the  other  agents.    The  offieen  of  the  navy 
wer  frelirigly  alive  to  this,  though,  froui  various casest  thejr 
might  not  choose  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House*    la 
the  case  of  the  capture  of  a  neutral,  ap  officer  wan  exposed  ta 
many  rif»ks«    Supposihg,  for  instance,  he  did  not  insure  it 
from  inability,  or  from  oUier  causes,  and  the  vessel shouU  be 
lo^,  he  miglit  be  ruined  by  it ;  and  this  actually  happened 
to  (4iptain  WcmysB,  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  compietdjr 
ruiiH'<l  by  the  loss  of  a  vessel  in  tlie  Needles,'  and  if  be  had 
not  ditd  abroad,  be  might  have  died  in  a  gaoL     The  King's 
Fructor  could  not  serve  both  God  and  Mammon — he  could 
not  net  both  for  the  Crown  and  the  Captors.     While  the 
wholenavy  employed  butoneProctor,each  privateer,  however 
petty,  might  employ  bis  own  Counsel*.  Sorely  more  coMi^ 
Itdeiirc  was  to  be  reposed  in  the.Offiaers  of  the  Navy,  than 
w;is  to  be  reposed  in  such  rogues  as  sallied  forth  from 
Gibraltar  and  Midta.     The  remedy  to  all  this  was  very 
siiii|)k-^it  >K)h  not  to  make  new  laws,  but  to  enforce  theold 
onr s.     Tahiti  of  fees  ouf^ht  to  be  hung  up  in  the  Courts*  In 
Malta  th^  table  of  fees  was  kept  five  years  in  a  drawer,  and 
at  length  was  put  up,  when  unavoidable,  with  a  minute  at 
the  bottom,  ailding  one  third  ^o  the  fees,  not  in  the  open 
Court,  but  on  the  back  of  the  door  where  thoae  belonging 
to  the  Court  n(e  and  drank,  and  put  on  llieic  wigs.    In  a 
case  where  he  had  captured  a  privateer,  afler  fruitless  appU^ 
cationR,  l)e  was  obliged  to  tax  his  own  bill,  for  which  be 
Mi\H  clapped  in  gaol,  whore  he  might  have  been  to  this  hour, 
hat)  he  not  got  aut  at  Ihe  vvindovf.    Next  session,  for  it  was 
too  late  in  ibis,  he  would  icndeavour  to  frame  a  Bill  toex* 
plain  the  4jih  of  the  King.     He  wished  now  to  ascertain—^ 
ist.  Wh^t  were  modomte  foes?   Sdly.  What  were  theieea 


in  ^tttafioQ  ?  And  3dly,  He  wiifaed  to  aBcertaln  (he  net^value 
of  the  Kind's  Proctor's  Bills.  He  should  more  thnt  «  Re- 
tarn  be  made  of  the  Fee»  charged  in  the  two  first  and  thetwtf 
hat  Causes  of  Vessels  condemned  each  year  during  thepre^ 
sent  war.  He  should  also  move,  that  a  Return  be  made  of 
the  Sums  received  by  the  King's  Proctor  in  the  case  of  the 
Two  Sisters  and  Experiment. 

Mr.  lioscy  however  much  oosviiiced  that  the  iseneral  class 
of  Proctors  weie  wiy  honourable  men,  believed  the  interests 
of  the  Navy  woQld  be  much  better  attended  to  by  one  man 
of  great  lesponsiUlity.  That  person  frequenttv  dissuaded 
the  Oncers  of  the  Navy  from  bripo^ng  forwara  cases^  con« 
tsary  to  his  own  interest.  Indeed  this  was  clear  'from  the 
statement  df  the  noble  Lord,  when  be  said  that  not  more  than 
one-third  of  the  cases  brought  forward  by  privateers,  wcref* 
broaght  foryrard  by  the  Officers  of  the  Navy.  Th'is  was  as 
much  as  saying  that  the  King^s  ProQ^or  had  advised  them 
not  to  be  brought  forward.  He  would  not  follow  the  noble 
Lord  through  his  multiftirious  statements.  With  respect  to 
his  letter  to  Captain  Mason*  of  the  Fissrard^  lie  would  shortly 
state,  that  in  January  1811,  Gapt.  Mason,  wkowasaguK- 
lant  officer  and  a  most  respectable  gentleman,  had  corai* 

Elained  in  a  letter  to  him  of  what'he  thought  injttstice  done 
im  in  the  case  of  some  vessels  captured'  by  him  between 
April  and  November  1810.  To  this  letter  he  had  written 
the  answer  in  question,  nnd  he  Had  received  an  answer  ifi 
netom  from  Captain  Mason,  which  he  lead  to  the  House, 
thanking  the  right  hbn.  gentleman,  and  concurring  in  qpi- 

'  iiion  with  him.  He  was  astonished  to  find  the  ncme  Lord 
so  incoBsidemte  in  his  statements.     With  respect  to  the 

,  500/.  bribe,  the  sum  was  laid  out  by  CaptainSkene  himself, 
with  the  approbation  of  his  crew^  ii)  procuring  of  evidence, 
without  which  the  viessel  captured  coakl  not  have  been  con* 

'  demned ;  and  therefore  the  charge  of  a  bribe  of  500/.  having 
been  paid  to  the  Proctor's  clerks  was  totally  without  founda- 
tion. The  King's  Proctor  dissuaded  Captain  Skene  from 
going  on ;  and  this  sum  was  laid  out  by  Captain  Skene  to 
procure  materials  that  the  cause  might  go  on*  This  was 
the  only  instance  of  bribery  adduc^  by  the  noble  Lord. 
He  had  no  particular  motive  for  shdtering  ^  King's  Proc- 
tor. 

Mr.  Stephen  could  not  help  expressing  his  indignation  at 
this  cruel  calumny  of  the  noble  Lord  against  public  men, 
without  any  motive,  at  ieast  without  any  practical  good 
Vol.  Hi.— I8J1.  5K 
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moCave  He  had  broaght  fonmitl  a  broad  charse  ht  bribery 
aiipinst  the  King**  ProctcNr^  which,  if  tniei  OQ^t  to  sobiect 
bim  (o  puniihiiient  and  dit^|;nice ;  and  jet  he  bad  moved  for 
no  papers  to  gife  the  penon  to  accoaedf  an  oppoitnaity  o€ 
mfutin#  the  char^;e»  Surely  the  noble  Lord  was  bound  to 
go  farther  than  thin.  All  that  he  had  moved  for  was  a  few 
accounts  relating  to  tlie  prixes  in  general  during  the  war. 
This  was  not  a  way  in  which  public  men  ought  to  be  treated. 
The  noble  Lord  seemed  to  nafe  a  great  antipatliy  to  Priae 
Courts;  but  be  was  allowing  hb  wdings  to  carry  him  an 
hijlirious  and  very  unchristian  length,  'in  twinging  forward 
a  loose  charge  of  this  kind  at  the  end  of  the  Session* 

He  then  adverted  to  several  cases  of  capture  by  the  nobI# 
Lord  himself,  in  one  of  whll^h  the  Proctor's  bill  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  6d.  in  the  100/.  and  inr  all  of  them 
taken  together,  not  to  more  than  3s,  8d.  in  the  IQOL  The 
noble  Lord  appeared  tp  think » that  the  best  plan  would  be, 
to  fix  a  certam  per-ceatag|e  for  the  Proctor ;  but  surely  the 
noble  Lord  could  not  gain  any  thing  by  that.  He  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  would  inquire  with  more  attention^  in 
fiature,  before  Jie  brought  forward  such  unfounded  accu* 
sations. 

Lord  Cochranty  in  reply,  said,  that  he  had  not  been  an« 
Bwcred  in  a  siugle  point.  {Utar^  hear !)    He  repeaterl,  in 
not  a  single  point.     He  had  asked,  why  the  answer  otCoc^ 
and  Holfora  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  letter. 
No.  5,  had  not  been  preiiented  among  the  other  papers?  He 
had  pressed  that  question  strongly,  but  had  got  no  answer. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  indeed,  read  Captain 
Skene*s  letter,  approving  of  the  disbursement  of  50(M.  but 
Captain  Skeiic*s  information  on  the  subject  had  been  defec* 
'  live.    He  repeated  that  the  Proctor  and  his  clerks  had  been 
averse  to  the  prosecution  of  (he  cause,  till  the  application  of 
tbestimuius  which  they  had  no  right  to  receive.    If  aCom* 
mittce  ha<i  been  granted  him  la9tyear»*he  would  have  proved 
that  SlfiOOL  hwi  been  improperly  taken  from  the  Navy  by 
that  Office — but  when  gentlemen  refused  an  inquiry,  it  was 
tcx)  much  to  tell  him  that  his  accusations  were  unfounded. 
If  they  put  these  cases  in  a  different  light,  aiid  argued  upon 
them,  he  could  not  help  that ;    he  spoke  of  the  Kiog^'s 
I*roctor,nota8an  individual,  but  a  sa  public  officer,  entrusted 
with  duties  which  he  could  nut  fully  perform^     The  right 
|ion.  gfqtlcm.m  plumed  himself  on  the  answer  ^f  Captain 
J^ttson,  complimeDting  bim  on  the  attention  which  he  bad 
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iMud  to  his  case,  and  the  interests  of  Navy  Ca  jHors  in  iifeneral ; 
Dot  Captain  Mason  io6  might  have  been  ill  inrormcd  on  the- 
subject.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  written  to 
Captain  Mason,  that  measures  had  been  taken,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  to  prevent  undue  charges 
by  the  agents  at  the  out-ports  in  future.  Why  was  there 
not  some  enactment  on  the  subject,  ihat  Officers  of  the  Navy 
mii»ht  have  something  precise  to  trust  to  ?  The  honourable 
and  teamed  gentleman  opposite  (Stephen)  had  last  year 
moved  a  Resolution,  that  every  thint;  had  been  conducted  in 
the  most  proper  way  by  the  Liw  Officers.  How  the  House 
could  have  agreed  to  such  a  Resolution  without  inquir^t* 
ws^.-tobim  astonishing.  lie  saw  ilo  foundation  for  the  deli* 
cacy  alleged  with  regard  to  bringing  forward  the  name  of 
HoiVi  iri  it  had  long  been  notorious  that  he  bad  been  em- 
ployed in  facilitating  the  trade  of  the  enemy  for  ship-timber. 
He  dented  that  he  prpposed  a  per-oentage  upon  the  amount 
of  captures  as  fees  for  the  Proctor;  he  had  only  said  that 
tbpre  ought  to  be  some  regvlar  tuh  that  the  captors  might 
know  whethdl'  they  were  wronged  ornot.  As  to  the  obser* 
vation,  that  captors  were  formerly  entitled  only  to  one-thii^ 
ofthdbr  priees,  this  only 'proved  that  the  Ministers  who  al- 
tered the  system  knew  better  how  to*  make  use  of  Che  motives 
b^  whioh  men  were  genemlly  actuated  than  the  present  Mi* 
nisters.  The  King's  Proctof  had  as^  many  causes  in  the  Ad- 
miralty Court  as  79  other  Proctors ;  this  onght  not  to  be : 
there^ottghty  «t  least,  to  be  six  King's  Procton,  out  of  which 
thd  offioers  of  the  Navy  might  choose.  He  asked  the  bon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (Stephen)  whetherlie  did  not  attend 
flonetimes  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  Attorney-General, 
and  took'the  fers,  while  the  Attorney,  though  absent,  was 
still  paid  for  his  attendance.  Formerly  the  King^s  Proctor 
sat  at  one  end  of  a  table,  preparing  their  cases  for  the- 
captors,  while  another  Proctor  sat  at  the  other  end,  preparing 
the  cases  of  the  claiiftants.— This  glaring  abuse  had  beea, 
done  away,  and  he  hoped  others  would  be  done  away  in  thi 
same  manner.  He  then  read*  a  miemorial  from  his  relation. 
Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  a  man  not  likely  to  be  actuated  by 
the  prejudices  imputed  to  him  (Lord  (Jochrane),  strongly 
urging  the  objection  to  thi;  circumstance  of  there  being  only 
one  Proctor,  and  stating  that  there  were  grounds  to  believe 
that  this  Proctor  secretly  appointed  the  Proctor  on  the  other, 
side  to  defend  against  himself^  Uis  Lordship  farther  stated, 
that  not  session  be  woukl  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  la# 
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on  I  lie  ftid>ject  of  Priaei,  Md  reported  that  tlie  commerce  of 
t  ho  enemy  WM  carried  on  to  a  great  cKtcnt.  That  the  Mediter- 
ranean wai  crowded  with  their  thipiy  was  in  a  jsrreat  meaame 
owinpf  to  the  want  of  a  itimnlna,  which,  while  they  were 
men,  woakl  iadoce  the  officers  of  the  NaTj  to  keepa  sharper 
look-out* 

Mr.  RoH  deckled  he  had  not  a  shadow  of  ofajecCfon  to 

E educe  Messrs.  Cook  and  Holibrd*s  letter,  if  the  noble 
)rd  thought  it  material.  But  the  noble  iJord  had  a^in 
misrepresented  tfie  affair  of  the  500/.  He  (Mr.  Roae> 
had  distinctlj  stated  ind  proved  that  this  sum  was  Tolun- 
tarily  adraeicfd  bjr  the  captain  and  crew  to  procure  »• 
formatioui  widiout  which  toe  ship  could  uot  have  been  cor* 
deroned. 

Jkfr.  Stephen  stated^  that  he  certainly  had  hecn  em* 
ployed  in  cases  of  appeid  ahmg  with  the  Attomey-OneraU 
whO}  baring  giren  the  benefit  of  his  adrioe  tbioogh  all 
the  other  steps  of  the  casa^  could  not  somethines  attend 
at  the  hearing.  His  pressmu  might  bo  neoeiBaiy  at 
auolher  place,  and  cC  this  the  agent  must  be  perfectly 
•warn. 

The  Aiiomey^Gemeral  said^  that  it  wm  impoH9>le  for 

Jhe  Law  Officers  personally  to  attend  to  all  their  public 

.causes.     He  had  always  made  hia  prirate  business  giro  way 

to  bis  public,  and  always  attended  in  penon,  when  he  oooid 

possibly  do  so  with  adrantage  to  the  causes 

Lord  Cochrane  did  not  Name  the  Attomey^Geneml  for 
not  attending,  but  for  taking  the  fees  though  abasnt. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  thought  that  the  noble  Lord  ourht  to 
be  allowed  a  Committoe  to  iavestigste  his  chatges.  It*  was 
due  to  the  noble  Loid,  who  nndestook  the  dimgteeable  taak 
^  a  'pvUic  accuser ;  and  it  was  also  due  to  the  King*s 
Proctor,  against  whom  the  Houas  ought  not  to  allow  these 
accusations  to  exist  without  an  inquiry.  , 

Mr.  Perceval  obscrred  that  it  was  a  roost  extraordfasarj 
supposition,  that  the  House  should  grant  an  inqnky,  when 
the  charge  completely  fiulad  in  the  first  instance— when  the 
Very  ground  of  it  was  at  once  taken  away.  The  noble  Loeii 
gave  notice  of  a  motion  fdr  FapevB  relative  to  a  Capture  by 
the  FisMid;  and  then,  without  tbe  soKilleBt  notice  to  the 
King*s  Proctor,  he  brought  a  char^  of  corruption  and  bri« 
ber^  against  him»  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  tfaeps^re. 
This  charge  tbe  noble  Lord  o&red  to  make  good*-*or  if  he 
not,  h«dmired  that  ao  future  accusation  of  bisaught  bo 
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iittend^  to.  To  induce  the  House  to  errant  Iiim  a  Com* 
tniftee  for  that  purpose,  he  stated  an  instance  where  500L 
Itad  been  gi^en  to  the  Proctor»  to  stinmlate  him  to  carry  on 
b  cause.  Providentially,  he  mi^ht  almost  say,  his  right  ho« 
;iourabIe  friend  (Rose)  6appeAed  to  have  documents,  among 
Trhicb  was  a  letter  from  the  Captor  himself,  completely  jus- 
tifying the  Proctor,  by  stating  that  he  and  his  crew  had  ex- 
pended the  money  for  information  to  enable  them  to  con« 
demn  the  ship.  Why  tfaen,ihefe  was  the  instance  on  which 
the  noble  Lord  chiefly  depended,  completely  taken  away 
Atnti  him.  The  tiiarge  had  been  tePutecf  the  moment  it  was 
made,  by  the.  most  decisive  possible  evidence^^thnt  oftbe 
captors  themselves  :--^nd  upon  the  noUe  Lord's  own  prin- 
ciple, his  future  acciisations  eughi  not  io  be  atteiidM  to. 
But  surely  tlie  Ho^use  was  not  to  apppipt  a  Committee  of 
inqnify  under  such  circumstances,  wtien  not  even  theshadow 
Aground  had  beeri  laid  for  it  Tlii^  charge,  too,  bad  been 
made  in  the  bist  days  of  the  session-— and  was  the  Hoiise  to 
appoint  an  investi^sKion  io  hang  over  the  head  of  a*  Public 
Officer  for  a  whole  vacation  wiiboiit  any  thing  to  warran(fit  ? 
This  would  be  destroying  the  character  of  the  House  itself  as 
well  as  of  the  individual,  and.rendenng  their  proceedings 
the  vehicle  of  libel  and  slander; 

Sir  J.  NiehoUs  referred  to  the  former  discussions  relative 
kr  this  subject;  stating  that  one  motion  had  been  carried 
asainst  the  n6bli  Lord  by  acclaination.  In  another,  in 
Winch  he  charged  (he  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  with  having 
practised  frands,  Mx  Members  only  divided  with  him ;  and 
when  amotion'  ivas  made  by  Men^bers  on  the  other  side,  ac^ 
qnitting  the  Law  Oflfcers  of  the  Crown,  the  noble  Lofd"  was 
left  in  a  minority,  not  by  shutting  him  out  from  inquirv, 
but,  on^  t  lie  contrary,  after  hearing  all  that  could  be  said  in 
bis  &vour,  even  the  six  members  who  bad  formerly  voted 
-with  him,  not  seeming  to  persist  in  their,  opinion,  but  the 
noble  I^ord  liimself  bemg  the  onlv  person  whose  voice  was 
heard.  He  hoped  the  nobfo"  Eord  was  now  apprised  of  the 
fiict  that  he  (Sir  J.  Nicholls)  was  no  longer  King's  Advocate,* 
bat  that  he  held  a  judicial  situation  under  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury. 

Mr.  fV,  Smfth  hoped^  that  after  the  first  qaestion,  thi* 
noble  I^ord  would  not  press  his  motions  to  a  division.  He 
fras^  at  the  same  time,  inclined  to  support  a  Committee  iit 
the  next  session*  into  the  condoct  of  officers  in  the  Admi-. 
raityiGouft/    He  doubted  much  if  the  public  dki  not  suffer 
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muefa  evcD  from  the  high  character  of  some  of  the  officers 
of  that  Court.  He  said  ao  od  the  authority  of  persons  who 
had  made  kiinwo  to  him  their  complaints  under  a  promise 
of  secresj,  but  for  which  be  should  have  submitted  them  to 
the  consideraticiQ  of  the  Hous^. 

Sir  fV»  Scott  Said,  if  u  single  officer  of  that  Court  had 
acted  amiss,  and  an  application  had  been  made  to  bim 
ivhich  he  had  refused  to  attend  to,  ihen  it  would  have  been 
his  (Sir  ^^^  Scott's)  business  to  justify  the  person  accused  ; 
but  he  had  a  risht  to  complain  that  such  a  statement  bad 
been  made  iu  Uiat  House  before  som^  charge  had  been 
made  lo  him. 

Mr,  IV,  5mtM  doubled 9  if  abuses  similar  to  those  to  which 
he  had  relerred»  were  under  the  correction  of  the  righi  fao« 
Qourable  Kahonet, 

Sir  W.  Scott  said^  the  Officer  of  his  Court  mast  be 
powerful  indeed  iwhose  misconduct  he  had  not  a  right  to 
correct. 

The  first  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  second  motion  heiug  about  to  be  pot^  no  person 
was  fouud  to  second  it,  in  conseqaeoce  of  which  it  Was 
Doi  puu 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calcraft^  there  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  an  Accoupt  of  the  amount  of  Bank 
Notes  in  circulatiou,  on  Saturday  the  6ch,  and  Saturday 
the  I3th  instant^  distinguishing  Bank  Post  Bills. 

Afr.  Rydt:r  obtained  leave  to  brin^io  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Act  of  the  present  Session i,  permitting  the  interchanse  of 
the  English  and  Irish  Militias.  He  afterwards  brought  in 
the  Bill,  which  went  to  provide  for  the  Wives  and  Families 
of  Militiamen  so  iuiercnanging  their  services,  which  Bill 
was  read  a  first  and  secoud  timci  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
led  the  following  day*    . 

BANK   BTRECToaS)  &C. 

Mr.  Creevey  rose,  pursuant  to  ootice,  to  move  that  the 
Bank  Directors,  and  other  Members  of  the  House  connected 
with  the  a^uirs  of  the  Bank,  should  be  excluded  from  voting 
on  the  subject  of  the  Hill  now  before  the  House^  relative  to 
Bank  Noies.  Preparatory  to  this  motion,  he  moved  that 
certain  Resolutions  of  the  House  relative  to  the  right  o{  ibe 
right  hon.  George  Rose  and  of  Willia^u  Huskisson  to  vote 
on  the  question  of  the  Loyalty  Loan,  be.  read.  Which 
being  done  accordingly^  and  it  appearing  that  they  were. 
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allowed  to  vote»  on  the  ground  that  they  had  declared  that 
tbev  bad  no  interest  in  this  vote, 

.  Mr.  Crecve.y  saidj  the  House  would  see,  that  on  the  occa- 
sion to  which  be  had  referred,  two  Members  of  this  House 
were  allowed  to  vote  only  in  consequence  df  its  being  stated 
that  they  had  no  interest  in  the  question  before  the  Hou^e.' 
This  was  the  conduct,  in  Mr.  Pittas  time,  on  the  question 
of  the  Loyalty  Loan,  and  on  that  same  occasion  some  per- 
son having  objected  that  another  gentleman,  named 
Manning,  Was  an  interested  persoh,  and  that  not  being 
.denied,  Lord  Sidmouth,  who  then  filled  tlie  Chair  of  that 
House,  laid  it  down,  that  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  being 
an  interested  person,  should  withdraw.  Another  case  which 
had  occurred,  was  that  of  a  corporation  for '^making  bread, 
in  which  the  shares  amounted  to  hOl.  each,  and  even  in  so 

(»itiful  a  case  as  that,  it  was  held  by  the  Chair,  that  even  so 
ittle  an  interest  as  that  disoualificd  a  Member  from  voting. 
This  brought  hihn  to  cbnsider  the  interests  of  the  persons  to 
whom  he  alluded,  in  the  question  now  before  tne  House. 
By  the  act  passed  in  the  year  17^7,  the  Bank  of  England 
was  restricted  from  paying  in  cash.  Since  then,  their  issues 
had  increased  from  eleven  millions  to  upwards  of  t^fency- 
two  millions.  In  consequence,  they  had,  in. the  course  of 
six  years,  divided  among  themselves  six  millions  of  money, 
being  to  the  amount  of  one-half  of  their  stock,  the  dividends 
on  which,  within  the  same  period,  rose  from  seven  to  ten 
pef^cent. ;  and  the  stock  itself  from  1 18/.  to  S36/.  per  cent. 
— double.  Having  this  power  of  coinage,  as  it  may  be 
called,  put  into  their  hand9>  they  might  naturally  wish  to' 
have  it  secured  to  them.  Would  any  man,  however,  saj 
that  such  power  ought  to  have  been  conferred  on  the  Bank,, 
if  it  could  have  been  supposed  that  they  were  to  be  made 
the  judges  in  a  vote  like  the  present  ?  As  to  the  depreciatioa 
of  ban  k-pj  per  he' had  no  Inclination  to  say  any  thing.  Gen- 
tlemen in  authority,  opposite,  made  it  out  not  to  be  depre- 
ciated, and  he  had  no  wish  tp  contradict  ihem.  He  did  not 
assert  th^it  bank*notes  were  depreciated  ;  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  accused  either  of  dealing  in  falsehoods  or  of  being  a  Jew, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Yonge,  though  Jews,  had  chosen  to  sell 
bank-notes  for  less  than  their  value,  and  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  King)  had  been  treated  as  if  his  conduct  had  been 
little  better-  It  was  sufficient  for  him  (Mr.  Creevey)  to  say, 
that  the  acts  of  these  parties  combined  had  produced  an  Act 
pf  Purliup^ent,  the  object  of  which^  according  to  his  conce^* 
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tioD  of  11,  was  to  grense  the  wheels  of  tlie  Bank  and  set. 
them  a  coining  again.    They  had  found  this  to  be  as  cheap 
a  mode  of  proceedini^  as  possible ;  that  it  prodnced  an  in* 
crease  of  dividends,  ot  bonusses,  &c.  and  tney  wished  it  to. 
be  renewed  again.    Ao  honourable  gentlemao,  opposite, 
sliaket  his  head  at  him ;  but  that  gentleman  supports  the 
present  Bill.    Let  gentlemen  name  the  value  of  bank-notes^ 
and  that  will  be  the  value  of  them.    If  De  Yooge  were  to 
renew  his  old  practices,  and  to  sell  them  for  9d.  thej  must 
still  be  worth  W5.    If  gentlemen,  however,  bad  this  right 
of  fixing  the  valueoftoeir  notes,  yet  still  they  should  not 
have  it  in  thnt  House.    He  approached  the  Directors,  cer- 
tainly^ with  great  awe,  as  being  the  greatest  persons  in  that 
House.    He  objected  to  their  conduct,  however,  not.ooiy 
so,  but  be  thought  no  punishment  loo  much  to  inflict  on 
them;  and  he  was  convinced  they  and  the  Directors  at 
Lndenhall-street  would  thank  him  fur  saym^so.    They 
were  the  pillars  of  the  state.    It  was  their  province  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  state ;  they  were  also,  at  far 
as  they  deemed  consistent  with  their  own  interest,  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  commercial  exigendes  of  indtvidoals,  and  the 
only  persons  for  whom  they  were  called  on  to  do  notbiag, 
virere  their  own  creditors,  to  whose  wants  they  were  boond, 
by  every  tie  of  honour  and  of  honesty,  in  the  first  place  to 
have  attended.    It  was  vulgarly  and  foolishly  supposed  that 
this  Constitution  consisted  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commona. 
According  to  the  new  arrangement,  bo^irevser,  it  consisted 
of  ihe  King,  tlie  Bank,  and  tne  Bast-India  Company ;  and^ 
if  the  Bank  Proprietors  were  to  go  out  and  vole  on  such  aa 
occasion  as  the  present,  and  the  right  honourable  gentlemaQ 
<Mr.  Perceval)  were,  as  a  Bank  Director,  to  go  under  the 
Gallery,  {^ntlemen  would  admire  his  speech  as  much  as 
they  admired  his  paper.    Gentlemen  said,  could  it  be  sup» 
posed  that  any  honourable  member  could  be  actuated  by 
being  a  proprietor  to  the  extent  of  8,000/.  ?    If  gentlemen^ 
however,  by  being  a  {>roprietor  to  this  extent,  could  ^et  to 
a  friend  an  advance  of  $00,000/.  that  was  a  considerauon  of 
no  small  moment.    Be  it  little  or  great»  however,  it  was  for 
the  House  to  tmy,  if  that  was  an  interest  in  the  conccrna  d 
the  Bank,  which  ought  or  ought  not  to  deprive  a  member 
of  that  House  of  a  right  to  vote  in  a  Question  in  which  the 
interests  of  the  Bank  were  so  materially  involved.  It  might 
hnppcn,  however,  that  there  might  be  a  person  who  was  a 
proprietor  of  the  Bank,  and  who  it  was  impossible  sboul<| 
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not  be  interestiecl.    His  aUention  was  naturally  directed,  in 
looking  over  the  list  of  proprietors,  to  the  first  name  in  the 
list,  being  that  of  Lord  A![den--a  name  not  unknown*  to 
the  right  nonourable  gentleman  opposite.    When  the  noble . 
Lord  alluded  to  was  called  before  a  Committee,  in  the 
course  of  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  to  answer  as  to  the 
amount  of  fees  arising  from  some  sinecure  places  which  he 
held^  he  refused  to  give  the  Committee  any  satisfaction  on  the 
subject.  Tb^y  were  his  freehold,  and  he  could  not  be  induced^ 
nor  did  he  feel  himself  bound,  to  tell  in  what  they  consisted. 
His  depntv,  however,  admitted,  that  there  was  in  his  hands^ 
in  general,  of  fees  900,000/.  and  that  the  cimoluments  of  his 
offices  averaged^ about  1^,000/.  a  year.     The  right  honour-^ 
able    gentleman  opposite  might^  taljc    of  Jews — {Order, 
order  I);  hut  if  that  noble  Lord  chose  to  have  made  use  of 
that  $00,o6o/.  in  the  purchase  of  stock,  he  must  have 
doubled  it  within  these  few  years.     He  did  not  say  the  fact 
was  so ;  but,  if  it  really  was  so,  then  let  the  House  consider : 
how  liionstrous  an  advantiige  this  must  be — a  more  striking 
one,  be  imagined,  could  not  be  conceived.    Lord  Ardea  . 
had  shewn  pimself  as  gallant  a  defender  of  his  fees,  as . 
Lojd  King  had  lately  been  oi  his  land— ^nd  vrhen  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Perceval)  should  at  any  future  time  ^ 
thiok  proper  to  talk  of  Jews  and  Pedlars,  and  to  apply  such  . 
eDithets.to  Lord  King,  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  npt  forget  to  include  the .  other  noble  £ord 
(Arden)  in  the  description.    He  was  fully  satisfied  that  no 
gentj^men  connected  with  the  Bank  ougmio'be  allovred  to 
vote  on  this  question,  and  concluded  by  moving— 

'^  That  it  appears  to  this  House  that  in  consequeQce  of  an  ; 
Act  passed  in  the  37th  year  of  his  Majesty,  for  protecting 
the  bank  of  England  fjom  p^ment  of  its  lawful  creditors 
in  specie,  the  profits  of  that  Corpoj-atioo  have  increased  to 
an  enormous  degree ;  that  besides  increasing  the  dividend 
upon  their  capital*  stock  from  seven  )o  ten  per  cent,  tbey 
have  at  different  times  divided  amongst  themselves,  in  tbie 
way  of  bonus,  upwards  of  six  millions  of  money,  being  more . 
than  one  half  or  their  capital  stock  ;  and  that  in  addition  to 
such  profits,  their  capital  stock  has,  by  the  advantages  of 
increased  issues  of  their  paper,  and  non-payment  ot  their 
creditor^,  been  increased  from  118/*  per  hundred,  to  936/. ; 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  a  Bill  is  now  pending  \a 
this  House,  giving  a  legal  value  in  the  cojn  of  thisjealm  . 
to  the  notes  to  be  issued  by  such  Bank>  however  indefinite 
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such  issoei  may  bp,  and  protected  as  the  Bank  still  is  from 
payment  of  its  creditors,  by  meaas  whereof  the  issues  of 
notes,  and  the  proCts  of  the  Bank,  may'  be  even  still  further 
and  greatly  increased ;  that  vaVious  uiembers  of  this  House 
are  members;  likewise,  of  the  said  Corporation  of  the  Bank, 
and  proprietors  of  Bank  Stock ;  and  that  this  House  is  of* 
opinion  soch  members  have  a  direct  interest  in  passing  this 
BilJ  into  a  law,  and  that  their  Totes  in  favour  of  the  same' 
ought  to  be  disallowed/' 

Mr.  Mtrnfiing  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  was  the 
person  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
last.  The  eflect  of  his  vote  on  the  question  of  the  Loyalty 
Loan,  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  give  one,  would  have  been 
to  pnt  1,000/*  into  his  own  pocket,  in  consequence  of  the' 
10|000/.  loan  of  which  he  was  a  holder.  Here,  however, 
the  present  Bill  coft Id  not  affect  him,  or  any  other  Bank 
Director  or  Proprietor,  to  the  amount  of  half-a-crown.  Let 
the  honoorable  gentleman  look  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  and  see  what  effect  the  votes  of  the  Directors  and 
Proprietors  of  the  Bank,  only  forty  in  number,  could  have ' 
upon  it.  The  last  division  was  135  to  S4r,  and  if  these  forty 
were  excluded,  what  difference  could  that  make  ?  As  well, 
however,  might  all  country  gentlemen  have  been  excluded 
from  voting  on  the  Distillery  Bill,  or 'all  West^India  Pro- 
prietors on  the  Sugar  Bill,'  or  on  the  Bill  for  the  Aelfef  of 
the  Colonies.  He,  for  one,  should  continue  to  discharge 
his  duty  in  that  House  honestly  and  faithfully,  without  re.- 
gard  to  the  present  Bill,  whidi,  whether  passed  or  rejected, 
could  not  increase  or  diminish  his  property  to  the  extent* of 
six-pence. 

Mr,  Deni  conceived  the  case  of  the  Loyalty  Loan  inap- 
plicable to  the  questbn  before  the  House,  because  then  the 
particular  individuals  alluded  to  bad  a  direct  interest  in  the 
votes  which  they  might  give. — He  did  not  approve  of  the 
reflections  on  Lord  Arden,  and  should  oppose  tne  motion  or 
the  ground  that  the  same  principle,  if  acted  upon,  wonld 
preclude  many  members  even  from  voting  on  any  Turnpike 
Bills,  not  to  mention  the  Distillery  Bill,  and  others,  with 
which  the  landed  interest  was  peculrurly  connected. 

Mr.  Ldng  condemned  the  alliision  to  Lord  Arden,  wfto 
was  not  present  to  defend  hiiHself,  as  invidious  and  unfo^t. 
(^  loud  cry  of  hear  I  hear !  from  the  Miniaerial  bencicsy^ 
The  princi|f>le  urged  by  the  honourable  menbbei^  (Mr. 
Creevey)  would  go  to  exclude  votes  on  utiy  Ganai  B!n,anfd^' 
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often  reader  it  impossible  to  foroi  a  Hoi^se.  E^iitery  diol^ 
ofa  note  might  be  Bfiii  %o  be  ii^terea^teid  in^tj^  q^e^uon^  9fi 
.weH  as  the.Bank  ProprietQis. 

Mr.  IV.  .Smith  could  oot  I^l{>  obfer^iog,  ibat  Jk^owever 
just  might  be  the  disapfn'obationexpi^s^d  of  ^auy  M|u%iaa 
to  the  motives  of  one  DubJe  Lord,  the  sentiment  was  ^quuUy 
applicable  to  the  censurepassed.upoa  tbe.cqoduqtQf  j^not^her. 
(Hear  I '  hear  1)— With  respect  to  the  ol^cts  of  ^his  thooour- 
.able  faend  who  had  .brought  fprw^Mrd  this  .motion,  )i^  had 
vot  (he  sipalljest  dpuI^t,of  t^e.j^pity  of  \\U  nWw^«  #)ihoiugib 
he  did  opt  thin)^  be  l^^d  f|]lly  .^ycceeded  ip  (pro^riog  the.dl* 
•iiect  pecuniary  intf^rest  of  t^  Hfipk  l[^rqprii^|ors  ip  .the  prc^eot 
jBiil ;  and  if  luxy, indirect  jnt<^^$t. was  pern^itted. to  operate  4« 
lane^clusioo^.it  would  on  .many  pcQasioos  cut  pff  half  Jtbe 
.votes  of  the  Ho^^e.  Tiw  ,jjU^uop,  jbpwve"j  WY^  was 
jquile .distinct  ip. its  .nature;  itiy-asa  .qv^stion '|[)iettvef^  .the  n 
fiaterestts  of  a  monojx>li2^ir^  copapany  (h^  did, pot -mean  io 
$pe^  ipyidioMsiy)  and  Uie  interests  of  the  .pubUc.  NoWf 
j^e  (lad  never  beard  of  a.CprporatioaofiBarjley  Qro>vfns,  or 
ofa  CorpocatioQ  of  West-^India  Planteirs^  or  ^f  any  Afii  of 
^^rUamentio  .defend  tbcm  a^^inst  the  la\ivfHl  demands  of  "^ 
.th/eir  c;reditor8,  (He^rl  bcarl)  If  in  1797  ^  motion  similar 
4p  thepr/Bsent  bad  b^en  paade^  he  cQpld  ^oo^t-beliisve  that  it 
^would  have  .been  r€^i;ited,  it  being  then  clearly  the  diceot 
lintere^t.of  the  Proprietors  that  the  restr^ct^n  sbpuld  t^ke 
.place.  H^  did  oota^sert  that  they  first  ^pggi^siQd.or  brQught 
.that  measure  forward,  or  ;tiiat  any  cj^nturie  ought  to  be 
.pasised  upon  them  ibr  their.cqpdi^ct  qu  Uiat  oqca^^.  Their 
vevideotand  immediate  iuteifestiptbe  question  QMght^  (low.- 
.ever^  he  conceived,  to  have  prevented  them  from  publicly 
voting  in  favopr  of  it,  Tbe  right  booourable  gentleman 
.had.s^d,  «very  holder. pf  a  3ai)K  of  England  note  might,  by 
the  saQie  rule,  be  excluded  from  dividing;  but  he  sureljr 
iforgot^  not  only  .the  very  small  and  temporary  interest  thus 
.he]d»  but  also  ^that  eyery  bolder  of  a  nqte  did  n.ot  thereby 
Jbtecomea,corjpoi;a^r — djd  i^ot  o^reby  e^njoy  th^  profits  or 
the  privileges  of  a  Bank  of  Englanp  (i;Qrpo^tor.  (Ufdrl 
hc^ri)  fit  ;had  been  said  that  there  -yra^  no  ^r^^uUr  or  au- 
thentic pr9ot  before  the  ,Ho^po  of^the  ^apk  bavit^g  acq^uined 
any  extraordinary  profit^-by -me^ns  of  ^he  su^pensaon  ot  cash 
payments;  but  if  tibere  waso^.sqch  proofs  there  wa^  cer<r 
tainly  tbe  very  strongest  pce^ipptiopi.as  he  was  hiip^eif  pre- 
pared to  sbev^.  Previous  to  tl^e  yc^r  1797|  thedividepd  on 
dB^p^  S^ock  ifi^ipain^ed  for  .a  flmftW .of  X€«»i»,fit  .7  Jf^f  ceot^ 
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Hifl  honoarable  friend  (Mr.  Carwen)  bad  estimated   the 
whole  profits  of  the  last  six  years  at  SflOOfiOOl  •    He  bejd  wc 

Sper  himself  to  his  hand,  which  shewed,  that  daring  the 
uteen  years  since  the  suspension,  the  Bank  had  divided 
SiL  ?<•  percent,  in  bontts<ies.  Their  dividend  had  increased 
first  to  10^  and  subsequently  to  11  per  cent.   .Instead  of  7 9 
as  before  the  Act  of  Restriction,  (be  dividend  had  been  at 
the  average  of  10{  per  cent.    This  was  matter  of  fact. 
(Hear  I  heariy-^Tht  whole  increase  of  profit  was  therefore 
60  per  bent,  within  \he  fourteen  years ;  and  a  perK>n  hold^ 
infif  stock  in  1797  might  have  continued  his  ordinary  expen- 
diture, and  without  risk  or  labour  have  doubled  his  capital 
in  that  period.    Other  companies,  as  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Manning) said,  had  existed,  the  Royal  Exchange  and 
Grand  Junction  Gaiial,  which  had  made  great  profits^  had 
not  made  them  through  the  n>edium  of  any  legislative  act 
to  exempt \hem  from  the  payment  of  their  debts.    {Heart 
hear  I)    If  these  Companies  had  possessed  this  privilege^ 
what  would  have  been  so  likely  to  raise  these  profits  to  a 
much  greater  height?    If  the  interest  then  of  Bank  Pro* 
prietors  was  thus  presumptive,  and  thus  plain,  was  it  not  a 
strong  arffuihent  against  the  propriety  of  their  voting  on  a 
Bill  which  was  to  give  a  value  to  their  notes  that  was  not 
derived  from,  or  supported 'by  their  own  intrinsic  credit  ?-^ 
From  whatever  cause  this  Bill  originated,  it  was  his  fixed 
opinion  that  ther^  could  not  be  a  measure  devised  more  sure 
of  giving  a  stab  ^  the  credit  of  the  Bank.  He  did  not  affect 
to  praise  the  conduct  of  Lord  King,  although  be  was  sure 
his  inoti  ves  were  good ;  but  he  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
the  maxim,  that  where  power  begins,  confidence  ends.     It 
was  upon  these  ^neral  grounds,  and  00  principles  universal 
in  their  application,  that  it  was  his  decided  belief  that  the 
Directors  could  not  better  consult  their  own  interest,  -than  in 
either  moving  that  the  clause  tif  the  Bill  now  pending,  and 
enacting  that  thf  ir  notes  should  not  be  received  under  their 
nominal  value,  be  omitted,  or  in  abstaining  from  giving 
tbeir  votes  in  favour  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  JbercrombU  considered  the  general  rule  to  be  that 
of  direct  inteie^r,  but  that  it  was  a  rule  that  was  always  to 
he  applied  with  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  each  par- 
ticular case.  The  act  of  1707»  he  bad  always  understood^ 
arose  out  of  a  representation  <tf  the  Bank  Proprietors  to  Mr. 
Fitt,  that  they  could  not  fulfil  their  engagements ;  and  was 
ft  tp  be  said  that  they  had  no  interest  in  being  so  enabled  ? 


JULY  17.]  BANK  DIRECTORS.  813 

Baibk-notes,  to  ase  the  language  of  an  hon.  gentleman,  were 
now  artificially  depreciated ;  bat  had  not  the  holders  of  bank 
stock  an  interest  in  preventing  this  depreciation  from  going 
farther  P  He  was  far  from  wishing  to  claim  any  monopoly 
of  abusCj  but  it  was  singular  to  see  the  persons  who  felt  sg 
much  tenderness  and  jealousy  of  any  observation  on  Lord 
ArdeUf  quite  indifferent  with  respect  to  Lord  King,  although 
the  one  was  no  more  present  than  the  other.  Inhere  was 
but  one  way  of  explaining  this,  which  was,  that  a  noble  Lord 
^  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  brother  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  There  was  still  this  difference  between 
the  two  cases,  however,  that  the  conduct  of  the  one  was  the 
conduct  of  his  xXvn  private  affairs,  that  of  the  other  the 
subject-matter  of  a  Report  of  a  Parliamentary  Committee. 
If  ne  bad  been  rightly  informed  too,  the  answer  of  Lord 
Arden  to  the  first  question  put  by  the  Committee  was, 
**  Will  you  secure  to  me  my  freehold  ?"  He  merely  men* 
tioned  this  to  shew,  that  the  anxiety  of  the  gentlemen  who 
declaimed  on  the  unfairness  of  reflecting  on  them  who  were 
absent,  seemed  to  be  exclusively  reservied,  on  this  occasion, 
for  the  brother  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  at  that  late 
hour  when  there  was  business  of  such  importance  as  yet  be- 
fore the  House,  with  respect  to  the  censure  which  had  been 
thrown  ouragainst  the  impro|)er  introduction  of  Lord  King's 
name,  he  really  could  not  understand  how  <he  debate  could 
well  go  on  without  it.  Some  gentlemen  approved  of  the 
noble  Lord's  conduct,  others  as  decidedly  disapproved  of  it. 
Now  how  persons  could  approve  or  disapprove  of  that  con- 
duct, and  3'et  make  no  sort  of  allusion,  was  what  he  could 
Jiot  quite  understatid.  (ji  laush)  An  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Creevey),  however,  had  thought  that  introduction 
so  improper,  that  he  proceeded  to  illustrate  that  alleged  im- 
propriety by  one  of  which  there  could  be  no  doubt  at  all; 
To  shew  you,  said  that  honourable  gentleman,  how  wrong 
you  were  in  introducing  mv  Lord  King's  name,  I  shall 
now  introduce  my  Lord  Arden*s.  (J  laugh)  AnH  certainly 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  most  happy  in  his 
illustration.  [A  laugh)  As  to  the  question  before  them, 
instead  of  those  persons  who  had  bank  stock  being 
interested  parties,  he  rather  .thought  that  all  those  who  had 
bank-notes  might  be  morejustly  said  to  be  interested,  if,  as 
according  to  the  showing  of  certain  gentlemen, l>ank- notes, 
which  werep9W  but  \Yorth  sixteen  shillings,  would  after  the 
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passing  of  this  qct  be  worth  twenty  ^hillings. .  So  that  on 
this  principle  every  j^entl'^man  viho  had  a  baak-noce  in  bis 
pocket  yn\%  disqualified. 

Mr.  Hibbtrt  said  be  should  oppose  the  Resolutions* 
There  was  scarcely  a  questioo  in  which  some  gentlemen 
might  not  be  more  or  less  interested  thnn  others,  bat&till  the 
good  of  the  w^)le  arose  out  oK  the  accumulated  interests  of 
individuals.  ([ItaT  \)  He  should  oppose  the  Billj  but  he 
could  not  thiuk  that  the  stock  prq[>rietors  should  be  pre- 
vented from  supporting  the  Bill  it'  they  ^liought  fit  to  do  so. 
He  was  not  one  who  would  be  suspected  of  flattering  the 
Bank  Directprs.  He  had  been,  and  was  anxious  for  placing 
a  limitation  to  theijr  discounts;  but  be  must  say,  that  during 
the  thirty  vears  that  he  had  been  a  merchant,  be  never  yet 
beard  thcfr  condi^ct  arraigned.  {IlearX) 

^  Mr,  Crcevcy  then  shortly  replied.  H,c  begged  leave /to 
disclaipn  oil  the  apologies^  direct  andlndirectj  that  had  boevn 
inade  by  his  honpurable  friend  or  qtbe.rs  for  his  introduction 
of  the  T^me  of  Lord  Ard^n.  (A  laugh)  I|e  did  not  think 
any  apology  called  for,  and  he  should  ixiake  none.  He 
frankly  admitted,  that  he  particularly  specified  Lord  Ai:dea 
for  ope  reason  among  others,  because  he  ^qls  the  brotlier  of 
the  riglu  honourable  gentleman  yfho  had  been  so  forward 
in  his  strictures  upon  the  qonduct  of  Lprd  King,  for  doing 
nothing  more  than  what  Lord  Arden  had  before  done.  He 
found  the  naMfe  .of  Lord  Arden  at  the  head  of  tlie  list  of 
stock-holders,  and  that  he  was  in  possession  ,of  ^00,000/*  of 
the  publip  money.  He  had  in  that  instance  proved  himself 
a  vigilant  defenaer  of  his  property  in  fees.  Lord  King  had 
only  resorted  to  the  known  law  of  the  land  to  defend  bis 
property^  So  far  the  cases  were  not  dissimilar.  (Hear I 
luarl  from  Ministers.)  He  contended  that  it  was  in  both 
cases  a  defence  of  property,  with  this  difference  indeed»  that 
Lord  King  acted  in  defence  of  his  hereditary  property  ia 
land,  while  Lord  Arden  was  the  strenuous  asserter  of  his 
own  overgrown  property  in  the  profits  arising  out  of  the 
abuses  of  the  state.  (Hear  I  hearl)  There  was  this  difference 
between  the  two  case^,  but  no  other.  As  to  the  jokes  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  while  he  had  so  many 
around  hlin  so  eager  to  laugh  at  them,  before  thev  were 
well  heard,  he.  (Mr,  Creevey,)  could  not  thiixk  of  con- 
tending  with   the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  jest<^ 

The  Speaker  said^  that  ^  the  question  was  a  mixed  gine  of 


jtLY  17.]  GOLD   COtN    BILL.  815 

lair  and  fact,  it  might  ht  thought  to  fall  within  his  duty  to 
state  his*  opinion  of  the  law.  ffe  took  it  as  a  rule  perfectly 
established  for  the  fast  two  hundred  years,  and  even  then  an 
old  rule,  that  interest  did  aUVays  disqualify  ;  it  must,  how- 
ever, be  a  direct  pecuniary  interest,  and  separately  belonging 
to  the  individual;  the  question  of  fdct  Was  before  the 
House,  and  upon  th^t^  ihey  would  decide  hovv  far  it'  came 
within  the  operation  of  the  latiB^.  This  was  for*  them  to  pro- 
nounce, and  not  for  him  to  saj\ 

The  question  Was  then  put,  and  negatived  without  a  divii 
sion. 

OOLD   eoilf    BILL. 

Mr,  Perceval  moved  the  order  of  the  day  fot  going  into 
Committee  on  the  Gold  Coin  Bill;  it  was  read  accordingly^ 
and  on  the  question  of  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 

Mr.  Bankis  rose  lo  take  that  opportunity  of  calling  the' 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  new  silver  coin  of  tnree^ 
shilling  tokens,  lately  issued  by  the  Bank.  .  He  said  that 
the  imperfect,  clumsy,  and  shabby  manner  in  which  the 
impressions  had  been  executed,  was  a  disgrace  to  the  arts  of 
the  country  (Hear,  hear  !).  With  the  exception  of  some 
coin  he  had  once  seen,  belonging  to  the  King  of  Sardinia/ 
he  had  never  seen  so  bad  and  vulgar  an  impresfsiot}  (Htariy 

Mr,  Dent,  before  the  House  went  int6  a  Coctimitteey 
rose  to  express  his  regret  that  the  example  of  the  me/>chantsr 
in  1745,  vvho  at  the  time  of  the  rebellion  agreed  to  tak^* 
paper  with  certain  restrictions,  had  not  been  folio wied  in  the 
present  instance. 

Mr,  Manuing  and  Mr.  G,  Johmtone  said  a  few  words 
which  we  could  not  hear  ;  but  we  believe  the  former  stated 
that  the  Bank  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sale  in  markets, 
and  therefore  could  have  x)o  cognizance  of  any  supposed 
depreciation. 

Mr,  Brougham  had  heard  that  these  tokens  v^er^'  coitfed 
in  the  National  Mint — at  whose  expence  was  this  coinage?* 
It  wa^  not  public  money—- it  was  not  the  mon^y  of  the 
realm.  He  wished  also  to  know  what  wns*the  real  value  i 
If  this  token  was  not  worth  three  shillint^s— «what  was  it 
worth,  and  how  was  ii  debased  f  VVas  it  deb'ased  by  a* 
mixture  of  copper  or  tin  alloy,  or  by  lowering  th^  stanfclardy 
or  by  lessening  the  weight  ?  It  was  notorious  how  bad  the 
cofnmoif  silver  coiu  was  before  this,  new  coinage,  ami  yet 
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Crsom  were  glad  to  purcbaae  in  the  mmrkel  100/.  of  thift 
d  silver  with  104  Bank  ooe-poood  ootes.  Id  adverting 
to  the  BUI  itself  he  thought  it  impossible  that  any  thing 
that  could  be  done  with  it  in  a  Committee  could  remove  the 
radical  objections  he?  bad  to  the  principle.  Here  the  hononr- 
able  and  learned  g<uiiiemau  recapitulated  maoj  of  the  ob- 
jections which  have  been  alreanjr  Wged  against  the  Bill. 
In  alluding  to  the  extension  of  its  provisions  to  Scotlaod^ 
he  commented  upon  the  severe  aud  rigorous  penalties  with 
which  all  misdemeanours  were  liable  to  be  visited  in  Scot- 
landt  and  instanced  the  case  of  a  learned  and  accomplished 
member  of  the  profession  to  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  tbe 
honour  to  belong,  who  for  the  mereoffenceof  lending  to 
.another  Paine's  Rights  of  Man — a  book  which  tbe  lender 
had  not  given  to  the  borrower,  bat  told  him  he  should  find 
it  in  his  great-coat  pocket — for  this  offence  that  gentlemaa 
was  transported  for  fourteen  yeiTrs  to  New  South  Wales. 
This  was  enough  to  make  them  cautious  of  enacting  mis-* 
demeanours  to  be  punished  according  to  the  direction  of  tlie 
Scotish  Judicature. 

Mr,  Mannings  in  answer  to  the  questions  of  the  learned 
g^entleman,  stated,  that  the  weighs  of  each  three^sbiHing 
silveir  token,  amounted  to'nine  pennyweights,  eleven  grains; 
and  that  the  value  of  it  was  about  two  shillings  and  nine* 
pence.  With  respect  to  the  issue  of  the  five-shilling  tokens, 
the  Bank  had  issued  four  millions,  and  had  lost  little  short  of 
40|000/.  on  raising;  the  price  of  sixpence  each  dollar. 
The  excessive  high  price  of  silver  had  rendered  it  im- 
practicable for  the  Government  to  institute  a  new  silver 
.  coinage.  '^ 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  before  the  order  was  made  for  the 

issuing  of  Bank  tokens,  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 

had  examined   nineteen  or  twenty  of  the  most  eminent 

bankers  in  London,  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  a  measure^ 

,    who  had  all  strongly  recommended  it. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  that  the  state  of  the  coontrj  did  not 
call  for  this  measure ;  that  there  were  no  Pacliamentary 
grounds  shewn  for  it,  and  no  necessity  attempted  to  be 
asserted  in  the  Bill.  That  there  was  specie  enough  in  tbe 
country,  as  might  be  shewn  from  the  reports  of  the  Bank 
Directors  themselves,  if  measures  of  confidence  were  adopted 
to  call  it  into  circulation— that  the  Bill  went  to  shake  the 
best  securities,  and  to  alter  all  the  valuable  standards  df  the 
kingdom— that  it  was  a  measure  brought  forward^  he  cou* 
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feivedy  nal  to  much  befiavse  the  Corporation  of  the  Bunlc 
were  .bankers,  but  because  they  were  the  agents  cM  th^ 
Crpvernnfiefit— that  if  they  vrent  on  to  improve  the  advan- 
ti(ge%  of,  their,  situation^  in  which  this  Bill  would  plac^. 
tiietttfZ^  lh<fy  li^d  4pne  since. the  year  ITUZ^  they  nin^^tja 
the  course  of  time  possess  all  the  property  in  the  kingdoni 
vithottt  pnyiiig  ((>p  it;  and  that  if  this  Bill  pa<«sed,  he  should 
fjpel  that  the  h^t  intereata  and  seciirity  of  the  empire  were 
heti^yedr-^Mr.  Moore  said  hesborily  gave  ihes^  sentiments, 
agalnal  the  impending  mis<^iief»  ie«t  he  should  not  havo 
another  opportunity. 

Mr»  N.  Foikniilart  said,  tliat  when  he  he^rd  that  aot- 
lumonmhle  and  learned  gentleman  near  him  was  about  tcN 
propose  a  aevies  of  Resolutions,  be  had  felt  qo.^mall  d^gree^ 
Qf  alarm  ;.bn(  that  alarm  was  in  a  good  degree  queiled,  by 
the  specimen  .aj9forded  by  tlie  learned  gentleg^aa  pf  his 
rj^lisoniog  on  the  subject.  .     *■ 

The.  House  then  divided  on  the  question  of  going,  into  ^ 
Coinmittee^  !irhen  there  were, 

Forlthe  Committee  '.        •        »        %        75 

Against  it        ;        •        •         •        •  11        ' 

Majority        •   '     •        *64 

The  seveial  clauses  of  the  Bill  were  then  read  in  the 
Committee,^  and  some  discussion  took  place  on  the  par* 
ticular  clause3>and  the  general  principles  of  the  Bill^  in  which  ^ 
the  Chancellor  of  the  £xchequer,  Mr.  Henry  Thornton^: 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Tierney,  spoke  at  great  length. 
!Mr.  Henry  Thornton  stated,  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  woiild 
not  be  effectual, as-paper  might  first  be  sold  for  commodities/ 
and  gold  bought  with  these  commodities,  in  such  a  way  as 
to  have  no,  difference  in  effect  from  the  practice  struck  at  ia 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  tV.  Smith  reprobated  the  idea  of  making  bfnk-notes 
a  legal  tender ;  a  thing  the  Legislature  thought  they  might* 
have  the  power,  though  they  had  not  the  right  to  dp.  He 
referred  to  a  work  of  Thos.  Paine,  a  man  whose  ^ss^rtlons 
in  getieral.  ought  to  be  taken,  not  with  grains,  but  wjth 
ounces  of  allowance,  but  ^  bo  had,  in  a  certain  pamphlet« 
ottered  many  things  extremely  worthy  of  notice  relative  tQ 
the  national  debt  of  the  country.  He  approved  of  tbf» 
remedy  of  double  prices  proposed  by  a  learned  gentleflaan 

Vol.111.— 1811.  3M 
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(Mr.  BroaghaiD)|  and  referred  to  the  cases  of  America  and 
France* 

Mr.  Tierntj/  said,  if  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  not  to 
aend  all  the  remaining  gold  of  the  country  as  fast  as  possible 
to  Ireland,  he  conld  see  no  reason  for  not  extending  the  Bill 
to  that  coontry. 

The  ChaMcellcr  of  the  Exchequer  thought  it  would  be 
impmper,  at  the  end  of  a  session,  to  intruduce  an  alteration 
in  the  practices  of  Ireland*  which  bad  subsisted  previous  to 
17979  though  some  inconvenience  might  be  felt. 

After  the  different  clauses  had  been  gone  through,  there 
iras  an  understanding  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  at  the 
augeestion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchpquer,  that  the 
Bill  should  -not  be  debated  at  length  for  two  nii^his,  and 
that  the  debate  at  length  should  take  place  on  Fridaj^ 
when  the  Resoluttons  of  Mr.  Brougham  might  be  argued 
on  hj  that  gentleman  during  the  discussion  ou  the  Bill^ 
and  moved  immediately  after  the  Bill  whs  decided  on. 

The  Report  was  otdered  to  be  brought  up  this  dav. 

Mr*  Tirmty  seeing  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Mao* 
ftltig)  in  his  place,  wis^hed,  in  order  to  kpow  what  opinion 
had  been  f4>rtned  by  the  Benk  of  Bnabtnd  i>n  tim  Bill, 
to  move  for  copies  of  alt  commuoicMtions  which  had  takea 
place  between  the  Bank  Directors  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  on   tiie  subject.     They  had  a   precedent 

in  17^;7. 

Mr.  Manning  stated  that  the  Bank  had  come  to  no  col* 
lective  resolutions  on  ihe  9>uhject,  thougti  each  iudivtdnal 
night  have,  no  doubt,  his  private  opinion. 

Mr.  Tiemey  snid  il  no  minutes  were  entered  on  the 
Bank  book**,  they  liad  used  grent  forbearance,  he  had 
almost  used  another  ivord.  However,  it  would  ht  satis- 
factory to  htm  to  httve  a  return,  though  that  return  should 
be  nil.  » 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  House  ought 
to  be  contentful  with  the  statement  given. 

Mr.  Manning  explained. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  it  very  strange  that  according  to 
tlie  honoursbie  gentleman's  explanation^  the  Bank  Pro* 
prietors  should  instrt>ct  the  Directors  to  commanicate 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  yet  should 
not  instruct  tbea:  what  they  were  to  commttaiGate-«*(^ 
Uugh.} 
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The  question  Mras  then  put^  and  negatired  without  a 
divi<iion. 
The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  one  o'clock* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THU^SOAT,  JULY    18. 

Mr^  Jfxlberforce  moved,  that  there  should  be  laid  before 
the  'House  a  copy  of  the  condemnation  of  all  property  by 
the  Admiralty  in  the  Island  called  the  Saints^  ip  the  West 
Indies.^— Ordered. 

ADMIRALTY   COURT  OF   MALTA. 

Lord  Coehratii  entered  into  a  detailed  statement  of  all 
the  abuses  which  he  conceived  to  exist  in  the  Vice-Ad« 
miralty  Court  at  Malta,  and  recapitulated  the  history  of  his 
imprisonment.  He  was  suspected  of  taking  down  a  table 
of  fees  there,  and  immediately  seized  and  carried  to  prison. 
He  did  not  go  of  himse1f|  but  they  carried  him.  He  was 
conducted  to  an  odious  prison,  with  a  grated  window — an 
iron  door — a  vile  close-stool,  and  no  other  comfort  than  a 
broken  chair !  He  was  afterwards  shifted  into  the  keeper's 
room,  and  then  brought  before  the  Court,  where  a  string  of 
interrogator!^  were  put  to  him,  which  he  refused  to  answer^ 
becau^*  he  did  not  choose  to  criminate  himself.  He  was 
afterwards' re-committed  to  prison;  and  there  was  an 
affidavit,  which  he  was  ready  to  produce,  that  there  was  no 
proof,  by  the  Judge's  own  admission,  of  his  having  taken 
down  the  table  of  fees.  The  noble  Lord  here  went  into  a 
long  history  of  the  bad  administration  of  justice  in  the  Island 
of  Malta,  where  the  civil  and  military  power  was  blended 
in  one  person.  '  He  was  kept  in  prison,  and  it  appeared 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  Judge,  to  keep  him  there  till  the 
departure  of  the  packet  with  oispatches,  and  perhaps  til  the 
Return  of  it  wkh  the  answer  from  Englsmd.  He,  however^ 
escaped  ;  and  there  was  a  proclamation  posted  up  all  over 
the  island,  offermg  ^,000  scudi«  that  is  200/.  for  his  appre- 
hension. He  dnl  not  wish  to  rely  merely  on  his  privileges; 
but  he  wished  to  know  from  the  Speaker,  whether  the 
privileges  of  that  House  did  not  extend  to  colbnies  wbert 
the  Courts  professed  to  act  on  the  law  of  England. 
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Tkt  Speaker^  thus  unexpectedly  called  upod,  could  not 
recollect  any  case  similar  to  that  cited  by  the  noble  Lord. 
He  knew,  however^  of  no  means  which  the  House  iiad  of 
enforcing  iu  orders^  except  by  its  own  officers;  and  there. 
was  no  instance  on  recard  of  those  officers  having  been  sent 
bt^'ond  the  sens  on  such  an  errand.  He  never  knew  either 
that  any  M<'mber  was  entitled  by  his  privilege  to  go  into  a 
court  iif  justicCi  and  oflfer  it  a  contempt/  with  impunity. 
(//  arl  Arar]) 

Lord  CwkmHi  then  declared,  that  he  had  all  the  docn- 
nift'th  lo  sukiiantiate  bis  case  leady  at  a  moment's  warnings 
and  oioveflf  **  that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
exHniine  into  the  conduct  of  the  Judge^  Register^  and 
Miir»balf  of  th<.  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  Malta,  together 
with  thai' of  their  deputies* **  The  noble  Lord  said  those 
offii-i  rs  had  violated  the  45th  of  the  King,  the  penalty  for 
which  vms  deprivation  of  office. 

Some  interval  occurring  before  any  one  would  second  the 
n)oiion» 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said  he  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the 
case,  but  from  the  noble  Lord's  statement.  However^  con* 
ceiving  it  would  be  a  reflection  on  that  House^  if  any  mein« 
))er  lost  an  inquiry  for  want  of  formaKty,  he  would  second 
the  moiiou. 

Mr.  ^Uphm  complimented  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
this  exertion  of  his  benevolence.     He  seconded  the  motioa^ 
itheems  because  nobody  else  would  do  it.    (Hear  I  icarl) 
B^lost  charitable  it  was  in  him  to  protect  this  poor  oat-cast-*- 
\lm  destitute  orphan.      In  his  opinion  the  Admiralty  Court 
at  Malta  treated  the  noble  Lord  very  properly  ;  for»  even  on 
his  own  showing,  he  did  not  deny  the  contempt  with  which 
be   was  charged.    On  the  contrary,  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  to 
Mate,   that  when  the  Deputy   Marbhal  brought  him  the 
fi^onition  of  the  Court,  t)ie  noble  Lord  pulled  out  a  pi^o1|, 
and  suoK*  lie  would  shoot  any  one  who  would  servc^him  with 
an  illtgHl  pi  ocess  (£^e  or!  hear  I). 

I A  rd  t  orkram  again  declared  be  was  ready  to  prove  all 
be  a^^^eitcd;  and  remarked  bow  extraordinary  a  thing  i( 
V4iS)  <hHi  lie  never  moved  for  an  investigation  in  tha.t  House 
whiclt  had  l)een  granted. 

Mr*  Yuffcf  thought  this  the  most  frivolous  oase  which 
was  e\er  biought  before  Parliament.  If  the  noble  Lord 
was  wnmg^xl,  why  not  applv  to  the  proper  source — tb^ 
Admiralty  Board  ?     It  would  have  been   better  far  the 
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noble  tiord  to  have  kept  to  his  ship,  and  tiot  invested  'him*- 
self  with  a  roving  comaiiBsion  ;  and  then»  perhaps,  he  might 
have  beard  from  the  Admiralty  in   a  very  di^fent  way 
(Htarl  hearl) 

The  Motion  «ras  then  put,  And  negatived  without  a  d.ivi* 
sion. 


PUNISUMBNTS  IN   THE   NAVY. 


3Ir.  Brougham  rose  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he  had 

given  notice,  for  th«  production  of  the  minates  of  the 
ourt-martial  on  Lieut.  Richards,  of  his  Majest^*s  ship 
Dart.  He  said,  that  about  two  years  ago,  this  vessel 
Ivin^  in  Carlisle-bay,  Barbadoes,  a  seaman,  as  a  punishment 
for  sopie  offence,  was  ordered  into  confinement,  to  which ' 
be  objected,  and  in  the  course  of  it  behaved  so  very  in- 
decorously, and  made  so  much  noise  as  to  disturb  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  ship,  who  afterwards  for  this  X)ffence 
ordered  another  punishment,  which  he  was  sorry  to  under* 
stand  prevails  in  the  Navy ;  viz.  that  of  gagging.  This 
was  done  by  putting  a  piece  of  wood  into  the  moutn  of  the 
person,  whicn  prevents  them  from  speaking,  and  in  many 
cases,  as  it  did  in  the  present,  brings  on  suffocation.  In  this 
instance  a  large  piece  of  iron  was  put  into  the  seaman's 
mouth,  and  fastened  behind  the  head  with  a  bandage,  to 
prevent  its  being  in  any  degree  removable.  The  officer 
^Donnfter  ordering,  this  punishment  went  on  shore,  and  on 
his  return  he  found  the.  man  was  dead.  Early  the  next 
xhdrning  the  body,  as  he  was  informed,  was,  without  any 
Coroner*s  inquest,  ordered  to  he  buried  on  shore.  The 
officer  was  not  put  under  arrest  for  this ;  but  he  mentioned 
that,  as  a  circumstance  to  his  credit,  he  did  not  attempt  to 
escape.  Whether  the  ship  was  at  such  a  distanoe  from  the 
shore  as  not  to  be  within  the  body  of  the  county,  be 
could  not  say ;  if  she  was  so  near  the  shore  as  to  admit  that 
inference,  he  ought  to  have  been  tried  for  murder  by. 
the  Civil  Power.  As  it  was,  however,  he  had  been  tried  by 
a  Cojurt-martial,  whether  for  murder  or  any  other  crime,  he 
could  not  tell ;  but  if  the  minutes  of  the  dourt-martial  were 
laid  on  the  table,  the  House  would  be  able  to  ascertain  the 
fact.  Nothing  but  the  very  advanced  state  of  the  session 
eould  have  prevented  him  from  moving  for  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  punishments  inflicted  in  the  Navy ;  and  he 
vi&hed  this  to  be  taken  as  a  notice  of  hb  intention  to.  pro- 
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.eced  to  that  waj  next  sesciioD.      The  House  had  lately  been 
engaged  in  an  inquiry  aa  to  the  military  flogging  in  the 
Army  ;  and  if  ihe  information  he  bad  received  were  troei 
it  would  be  equail  v  necessurv  U>  turn  its  attention  to  the 
flogging  in  the  other  branch  of  tlie  service— the  Navy. 
He  would  not   for  obvious  reasons  at  this  time  menuoa 
flames,  but  about  two  years  ago  a  certain  Captain  in  the 
Mavy  had  raised  so  great  a  discontent  amongst  the  crew  of 
bis  ship  from  his  frequent  and  unmerciful  floggings,  thst  i 
nan  on  board,  who  detested  the  punishment,  and  had  ooce 
heen  flogged,  was  heard  to  .say,  if  he  was  ever  sentenced  to 
be  flogged  again,  he  would  leap  overboard.    The  Captaio 
heard  tbis>  and  ordered  him  to  be  flogged ;    on  which  he 
actually  leaped  overboard,  when  on  a  murmur  being  beard 
through  tlie  ship  of  ^*  luwfr  a  boat^*   the  Captain  said  (he» 
Mr.  B.  spoke  with  doubt,  aod  only  according  to  informa* 
tion  given  him)  **  if  the  gentleman  prefer  that  ship  to  mine, 
(meaning  ike  tea)  let  him  take  it.'*    No  boat  was,  therefore, 
lowered,  and  the  man  was  drowned*.     In  tbe  course  of  a 
abort  time  two  other  men  leaped  overboard  to  escape  flog* 
ging :  one  of  them  was,  by  great  exertions,  saved  ;  tbe  other 
was  lost  to  the  service,  and  to  tbe  world.  On  an  examination 
inio  this  affair  afterwards,  he  understood,  that  two  persons, 
who  were  actually  at  tbe  time  850  miles  distant  from  each 
Giber,  gave  exactly  the  same  evidence  respecting  ibe  dec/a« 
rations  of  the  Captain  on  these  occasions,  which  induced  bim 
to  take  up  the  question,  as  highly  deserving  inquiry  and 
investigation.    One  person,  of  the  name  of  Foote,  whom  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  mention,  because  it  could  do  no  harm, 
bad  kept  an  account  of  stoppages  made  against  him  ;  for 
doinK  which  bis  Captain  invented  a  most  cruel  punishi|ient» 
which  he  bad  never  before  heard  of.      He  caused  the  sea- 
man's fingers  to  be  tied  as  tight  together  as  possible  with  a 
small  cord,  and  then,  that  it  uiight  not  be  loosened  even  for 
the  shortest  time,  he  sealed  the  knot  with  his  own  seal. 
This  was  a  degree  of  extreme  cruelty,  which  at  first  inclined 
hlni  to  believe  tbe   account  was   false — however,  he  was 
assured  of  the  contrary  by  his  informant.      After  suflTering 
this  terrible  punishment  for  five  or  six  weeks,  he  received, 
by  order  of  the  Captain,  five  dozen  lashes.      Such  informa« 
tion  having  been  given  bim  through  respectable  cbanoeis, 
and  offered  to  be  proved  by  persons  near  this  House,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  bring   it'  forward.      One  of  these 
i'Hptains,  he  was  informed,  had  been  actually  engaged  in 
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^he  Slave-Trade*  With  respect  to  these  Officers,  it  was  for  ' 
the  House  to  say  what  should  be  done — they  were  aow 
abroad ;  and  it  might  be  attended  with  some  confusion'  and 
ioconveuieoce  to  the  service,  to  order  tbetu  buuie.  ii|  the 
'case  at  Barbadoes,  however,  a  Court-aiartinl  tiad  beea 
held,  and  the  officer  acquitted.  With  respect  to  military 
fogging,  be  understood  an  order  had  lately  been  issued 
against  it,  by  the  illustrious  Personage  who  is  now  the  Coia- 
Qiander-in-chtef,  which  did  the  greatest  honour  to  his  head 
and  heart,  and  to  which  h»  was  happy  in  ati  opportunity  ^f 
speakins  in  terms  of  ihe  warmest  praise.  He  tyould  not 
further  detain  the  House,  than  to  move,  *^  That  there  be  laid 
'before  tlie  House,  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Court-martial 
held  in  Carlisle  bay,  Barbadoes^  on  Lieutenant  Richards,  of 
bis  Majesty's  sJ)ip  Dart/'   * 

Mr*  Yorke  saki  be  could  not  help  regretting  that  the 
bonourabie  gentleman  had  referred  to  those  anomalous 
cases  which  he  mentioned  after  the  first.  ,  He  thought  it 
was  his  duty,  after  having  received  such  information  as  he 
had  described,  to  have  given  immediate  inteiligence  of  is 
to  the  Admiralty,  in  order  that  those  officers  should  be 
called  to  an  account  for  their  conduct ;  and  he  thought 
that  he  (Mr.  Yorke)  was  bound  in  duty  to  call  on  the 
'  honourable  genileman,  if  he  had  possession  of  this  infor^ 
mation,  to  lay  it  before  the  Admiralty.  He  was  very 
sorry  the  boiiourable  gentleman  had  thrown  out  this  with- 
out having  so  done  ;  for  surely  those  officers,  if  they  had 
thus  offended,  should,  as  they  described,  be  called  to  the 
severest  account  by  that  Board,  which  had  it  in  their  power 
to  punish  them  effectually  without  troubling  Parliament* 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the  minutes  of 
this  Court*martial ;  but  lie  mast  beg  the  attention  of  the- 
House  to  a  few  observations  which  he  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  make  on  the  occasion.  He  denied  that  g:igging  i\as 
(as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  informed)  a  commoa 
punishment  in  the  Navy,  but,  if  used,  the  officer  so  Vising  it 
Would  be  liable  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-martial.  That  it 
might  have  existed  in  particular  cases',  he  could  not  deny; 
but  it  must  be  recollected,  that  on  board  ship,  there  are  so 
many  to  be  governed  by  so  few,  and  at  such  distance  fre* 
quently  from  any  land,  that  punishments  must  sometimes 
be  resorted  to  which  are  not  conformable  to  the  laws  of 
society  in  general.  The  fact  was,  this  was  an  instance  of 
'  cruelty ;  but  the  officer  who  inflicttd  it  received  for  it 
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the  utmost  panithinent  the  law  voald  a11ojv«     He  was  tried 
for  his  life,  bat  acquitted  by  the  Court*martial  of  the  murder, 
because  it  was  thought  he  had  no  actual  mahce  agaiiHt  the 
man;  and  farther,  that  the  man  did  not  die  in  consequence 
of  the  punishment  alone.     He  was^  however,  held  in  such 
abhorrence  for  the  cruelty,  that  he  was  dismissed  the  service, 
•and  rendered  incapable  of  ever  serving  his  Majesty  agaiii. 
The  seaman  who  died  was  a  very  turbulent,  noisy  felloW| 
Tery  apt  to  get  intoxicated ;  and  he  was  so  much  »o  when 
he  was  first  confined,  that  he  made  the  most  unwarrantable 
noise,  and  blasphemed  so  loadiy,  and  in  soc^h  a  shocking 
manner,  iis  to  require  some  farther  punishment  than  con^ 
finement,  by  way  of  example.     He  was  warned,  that  if  be 
was  not  quiet,  he  would  be  gagged,  but  he  would  not  listen 
to  any  thing.     After  the  nr^t  g(ig  was  taken  out  of  his 
mouth,  he  still  persisted  in  making  a  noice  ;  and  then  the 
officer,  verv  improperly  indeed,  put  a  larger  gag  into  hia 
month,  aiKi  went  on  shore  without  ordering  a  proper  sentry 
over  him.    The  man  certainly  died,  but  he  was  m^uch  in- 
toxicated at  and  before  the  time.     As  to  the  Coroner's  In* 
quest,  an  order  was  given  that  the  body  should  be  taken  oa 
shore,  and  it  was  actually  put  on  board  a  boat  for  the  pur- 
pose; but  it  was  in  such  a  state  of  putrefaction,  that  after 
some  time  the  seamen  in  the  boat  were  compelled,  in  their 
own  defence,  to  throw.it  into  the  sea^   The  Officer  bad 
already  been  tried  by  a  Court-martial ;  and,  though  acquic<* 
ted  of  the  murder,  was  dismissed,  and  rendered  incapable 
of  ever  servins^  again.     He  thought  the  House  would  not  be 
willing  to  try  him  again,  but  be  had  no  objecuen  to  the 
production  of  the  minutes  moved  for. 

JLord  Cochrane  said,  that  in  many  cases  there  was  uiw 
doubtedly  too  much  severity  ;  but  in  a  general  view  of  the 
subject,  he  believed  there  was  as  much  humanity  in  the 
treatment  of  sailors  as  could  be  reasonably  expected.    If 
men  enough  could  be  induced  to  enter  voluntarily  in  the 
Navv,  he  believed  that  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  such 
severe  punishments;  but  when  convicts,  and  persons  unfit 
for  any  9t>ciety  on  shore,  were  sent  on  board  ship  as  sailors, 
severe  and  summary  punishments  were  necessary.      He 
allowed  that  gagging  was  rather  a  cruel  punishment;  but  if 
ft  notorious  drunken  scoundrel  would  sell  his  things  to  buy 
other  men's  allowance  of  grog,  and  disturbed  by  nis  noise 
that  part  of  the  crew  which  ought  to  be  allowed  to  sleep,  be 
thought  it  humanity  to  the  crew  that  such  a  feljow  should 


JULY  18.j  BVNUIUIBKT8  IN  TH«  NAVT*     -  8£6 

^  g^ggid*  He  bad  knowo  a  vew^Ua  wbicb^he  crew 
vvere  under  very  good  discipline,  and  where  there  were  no 
other  puoisbmenU  but  such  as  were  cdusidered  disgrnceful ; 
but  he.boeHr  that  aocoidmg  to  the  general  course  of  things* 
and  cDii«i4eriiig  the  varieiy  ot'  persons  asa^mUed  on  board  ^ 
ship,  it  was  ift^possible  to  prcaierve  disctpUne  without  suxo- 
mary  and  pretty  severe  pumsbmeiua*  As  to  the  Army, 
although  he  oifist  4peak  withjuore  diffidence^,  he  believed 
severe  puuibhrnents  might  be  ^iapensed  wiih>  when  die 
'soldier  was  wiibiti  the  jui*isdictiQn  of  the  la w&  of  England  ; 
but  upon  iWeiga  service^  he  Jivaa  sure  that  it  was  absolutely 
nect^sary.  that .  the  officers  should  have  power  of  iqflicting 
severe  peiini»huieots»  if  necessary.  He  considered,  that 
finding  oat  a  way  for  the  Navy, to  be  manned  by  volunteers, 
ivottld  be  the  only  effectual  remedy. 

Sir  F.  Burdetl  thought  it  extraordinary  that  there  should 
be  any  objection  to  granting  thp  minutes  of  the  Courts 
martial,  which  was  the  oofy  evidence  upon'  which  the 
House  would  be  able  to  determine*  He  thought  his  hononr* 
able  friend  (!Vlr.  Brougbajoi)  bad  exercised  a  proper  discre- 
tion in  not  mentioning  the  names  of  those  who  had  given 
him  the  information  in  the  anonymous  oases  which  he  had 
ytated.  Complaints  of  abuses  were  always  so  unpalatable 
to  men  in  power,  that  be  could  not  be  suffieiemly  assured^ 
that  gil^Qg  op  their  names  would  not  expose  them  to  some 
resentment  from  those  persons  who  had  the  power  either  to 
serve  or  to  injure  them  ia  their  profession*  The  simple 
question  was,  whether  the  minutes  of  this  Court-martial 
ahould  or  should  not  be  granted »  and  he  had  heard  no  sort 
of  reason  for  withholding  theofit.  He  had  felt  so  strongly 
OQ  thia  question  of  military  paoishments,  that. he  hardly 
eonceired.  himself  to  be  quite  impartial  on  the  subject^  atiq 
thought  h^  might  be  inclined  to  look  on  those  cases^  in 
general,  With  a  degree  of  suspicion.  It  was  however^ 
leWdentiy  fair  thaA  the  judgment  of  the  House  should  be 
formed  on  the  whole  evidence*  and  not  merely  on  those 
parts  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  chose  to 
aelect.  By  the  common  law  of  this  couotry  this  case  would 
probably  bfc  considered  a  foul  mufrder.  He  did  Jiot  know 
whether  an  aixfuittal  by  the  GourtHnartial  protected  the 
person  from  being  tried  again  at  ootnmpn  law, 

Tim  AtUitmjf^Gmtral  said,  riiat  the  anonymous  cases 
had  DO  bearing  at  ail  upon  the  question  befonre  the  HcKise. 
He  thoQght;  however,  that  the  effect  of  siatlngstvoh  puseai 
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was  t6  raise  an  opinion  in  the  public  mind,  that  {{teat  abases 
did  exist  in  the  ^lavy,  while  ai.  the  same  time  no  opportaoitj 
wa5  given  of  examining  whether  that  was  really  the  case  or 
not.  It  appeared  frcim  the  speech  of  the  noble-Lord  (f  ^ord 
Cociirane),  that  this  species  of  ponishmeot,  or  rather  of  dis- 
cipliiie,  was  not  very  oncommon  in  the  Navy.  lo  the 
present  case  it  wns  allowed  that  it  bad  been  very  improperly 
applied,  and  the  mac  died.  The  Officer  was  brought  to 
trial,  and  acquitted  of  the  murder,  but  was  convicted  of 
cruelty  and  oppression«  As  he  had,  however,  a  verdict  of 
acquittal  when  tried  by  a  competent  trilniaal,  he  could  not 
a  itecond  time  be  capitHlly  questioned  for  the  sanae  offence. 
What,  then,  was  the  object  of  the  motion  i  There  was  no 
charge  of  corrupt  prHCtices  or  misconduct  iii  the  Judges 
who  tried  him.  The  death  of  the  roan  might  have  been 
occasioned  by  other  causes.  He  had  himself  happened  to 
try  a  case  where  a  man,  who  had  received  a  most  severe 
beating,  shortly  after  died ;  but  it  appearing  that  the  man 
laboured  under  a  disoixler  at  the  time,  it  was  a  question  fairly 
to  be  left  to  the  Jury,  whether  the  des^h  was  produced  by 
tbe  beating,  fie  therefore  stfw  no  ground  for  imputing  im« 
propriety  of  conduct  to  the  officers  who  presided  at  tbe 
Court-martial,  nor  did  he  see  any  grounds  for  making  this  a 
btihject  of  discussion. 

iJenerat  Tarltton  disapproved  of  bringing  forward  such 
questions  as  the  present.  As  to  the  Army,  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  that  it  was  necessarj  that  officers  should  have 
the  power  of  ordering  severe  military  punishments  for  great 
military  offences.  He  allowed  that  the  best  regimenu  he 
knew  were  those  in  which  there  was  no  flogging.  But  still 
be  would  not  for  that  reason  abolish  the  power  of  inflicting 
it,  for  he  was  convinced  that  there  were  cases  in  which  it 
was  absolutely  necessary » 

Mr.  P.-  Moore  was  surprised  that  there  should  be  any 
reluctanoe  in  producing  those  minutes,  if  their  production 
would  not  criminate  any  person.  As  to  the  practice  of 
gog'gtifg,  although  it  seemetl  to  be  in  some  decree  justified 
by  anobleLord,  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  think  it 
either  necessary  or  proper.  He  had  sailed  in  large  ships, 
where  there  .  were  very  riotous  men  on  board,  and  thej 
knew  how  to  manage  thcsn  without  goggimg.    They  could 

Eit  them  in  such  a  part  of  the  ship,  that  ihe  winds  of 
eaven  could  hear  no  noise  from  them  to  dbturb  the  ivst  of 
(he  crew,  ot  passengers.    He  thereftve^  from  his  own  ex* 
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pcrienoe,  would  tay,  that  in  any  tkiag  ofv  iargo  ship, 
toch  a  nofny  dronken  peramt,  as  described  by  'the  noble 
Lord,  could  be  fliaiia^sd  wrhhoat  being  sabject  to  such  a* 
eroel  putfishment.  Bnt  wben  men  chose  to  ^o  (o  sea>  thejr^ 
must  compound  ibr.  a  good  deal  of  noise  and  irregularity, 
and  they  slncAild  leavn  to  submit  and  acomraodate  them* 
seWes  to  It.  He  rrroembercd  to  bare  heard' it  stated  Mt 
Doctors  Oomraohs  by  a  learoed  Judge,  that  eren  when 
ladiM  w^ne  on  board  ahip>  they  must  submit  for  a  time  ia 
beharionr  rery  diffismit  from  that  which  their  delicacy 
would  expect  On  shove.  So  (hrfrom  Considering  that  ques* 
ttons  of  this  sort*  would  have  any  bad  effect,  be  expecled 
(bat  they  would  produce  a  great  cieal  of  good  :  and  as  from 
tb6  statements  of  the  honourable  baronet  (Sir  F«  Bnrdeft) 
in  that  House,  great  good  had  arisen,  and  many  humane 
proclaitiations -for  the  government  of  the  Army,  so  he  ex* 
pected  that  frdm  motions  like  the  present,  better  regulations 
srosild  be  mside  for  the  gover omcnt  of  the  Nary. 
•  Mr*  Crdker  rose  merely  to  s|)eak^  to  two  points.  The 
first  vras,  'that  as  the  bonoiMrable  bamnet  (Sir  F.  Burolett) 
haa  asked,  woiild  any  one  come  forward  and  assert-  that 
there  would  be  no  ptejudice  in  the  minds  of  the  Admiralty 
against  any  person  who  gave  informations  as  to  the  munlets 
mentioned  in  the  cases  stated  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Bf  r.  Brougham)  ?— he  now^  ailer  having  consulted  with 
tbe  Lords  «f  the  Admiralty  who  sat  near  him,  would  come 
forward  and  say  tnost  distinctly,  that  there  would  be  no 

Erejudice  on  that  account.  He  would  assert  that  that  boily 
ad  every  dis|k)Sition  to  hear  and  examine  every  abuse 
complained  of  in  their  department,  and  that  tiiey  would 
feel  no  displeasure  against  any  man  for  giving  them  ihfor* 
mation  upon  those  points.  He  knew  individuals  wlio  had 
yeoeived  the  thanks  of  the  Admiralty  for  similar  informa* 
tions.  If,  after  this  assurance,  the  honourable  gentleman 
still  felt  any  objection  to  mention  names,  if  he  would 
only  give  information  to  the  Admiralty  of  the  ships  in  - 
which  such  transactions  were  alleged  to  have  taken  place,, 
the  names  of  the  men  that  died,  and  something  near  the 
date  of  the  transaction,  the  Admiralty  woukl,  upon  that 
information  only,  take  care  to  sift  those  cases  to  the  bottom* 
Since  he  had  held  his  present  situation,  he  could  take  upon 
himself  to  assert,  that  there  was  no  compkiint  made  to  the 
Admiralty  of  abuses,  not  even  an  anonymous  complaint, 
irhich  was  not  diligently  investigated.     lie  should  take 


this  opportiMiitT  of  ttatinf ,  that  the  noMfi  LoiA  (hmi 
Cochrane)  had  been  qmit  iiicMRBct  m  alaliliir a  pmoCio^  oC 
arndiag  oooHda  a«  boanl  .Mm  of  war«  Tbf«t  practioa 
liod  cMed  for  between  two  ana  Ihree  yeami  and  the  Loida 
of  the  Admindty  wmkl  not  now  receive  them*  Thia  inac* 
onracy  shewed  how  raotiona  gemleaien  ahonid  be  in  ntiaikmg 
a»ertiona  of  tbia  natme. 

Mr.  hr  ugham^  m  ibpiy»  said,  that  ha  had  wot  yet  heud 
a  sioirie  ary^ument  acainsi  the  prodaction  of  these  aunntes* 
If  it  bod  been  fiated  that theia  was  any  things  in.  ihem  which 
wonid  be  detrimental  In  the  public  seiTioe  to  diaclaae,  as 
firing  some  inlbrmattoi^  to  the  eaerny,  this,  wookl  hatn 
been  aome  answer*  Besides  the  officer,  them  weie  two 
parties—the  Coiirt^asartial  and  the  Admimlty.  It  was  bis 
opinion  that  Lieutenant  Aichaids  ought  not  to  baiPie 
been  tried  bj  a  courtrmartial,  but  that  he  oMh^  ^  havw 
been  tried  by  the  Admiralty  jorisriiction  atlhe  Uld  Baikji 
where  a  Jury  would'  bftvw  paobaUj  formed  a-idifibeol 
opbioo  of  the  oasew  As  do  prejudicei  be  did  not  nyean  to 
dtreot  thU  charge  exdmively  against  the  pveasnt  Hioasters  i 
but  from  bis  opiakm  o£  hnmannacure,  if  bisownlriewds 
who  surtonndcd  him  weie  in  power,  he  would  be  equally 
jealous  of  their  entertainii^  a  pse|ndice  against  fnen  roaku^; 
complaints,  and  would  hesitate  to  give  their  namo*  Ho 
howe? er  most  gladly  closed  with  the  proposal  of  an  hOQOor« 
able  gentleman  (M.  Croker),  and  would  certamlj  gi^e  tlM 
names  of  the  ships,  of  tbeoien  who  died,  and  as'neariy  as  Iio 
could,'  the  dates  of  those  tranmctiona. 

The  ChanctUur  of  the  Exchequer  was  a  Uitle  astonisbedj 
that  the  bonourablegriuleman  should  have  such  an  opinion 
cif  bis  own  friends  as  to  suppose,  that  if  they  were  in  power, 
they  would  feel  a  prejudice  against  persons  who  gave  them 
information  of  foul  murders  committed  on  board  his  Majes- 
ty's .ships*  lie  tiiougbt  that  his  view  of  human  nature  was, 
in  this  respect^  somewhat. ex tmocdinary,  and  be  hoped  that 
be  did  not  find  any  thing  in  bis  o%vn  mind  to  warrant  him 
for  taking  such  a  Tiew  of  it.  It  appeased  to  him,  that 
very  sufficient  reasons  had  been  adduced  an^ainst  the  produc* 
tion  of  those  minutes  by  those  who  statecl  that  no  grounds 
whatever  had  been  laid  for  calling  for  them*  He  did  not 
much  approve  ol  that  sort  of  delicacy  which  abstained 
from  mentioning  names  ;^  because,  while  no  individual  wna 
mentioned,  a  general  charge  seemed  to  be  thrown  on  the 
whole  service.    It  was  possible  that  some  men  might  reallj 
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fear,  that  in  giviog  informations  they  would  expose  them- 
selves to  prejudice ;  but  it  wti&  fiiH  Ai»  likely  that  this  was  a 
mere  pretence,  which  served  as  a  mask  to  thosc^vvho  wished 
to  propagate  their  calumoy  and  slander  without  the  risk  of 
detection  aViJ  exposure.  He  should  cau(ion  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  infqmiers  of  this  sort,  who  desired  their 
names  (o  be  concenA^,  ought  to  be  received  with  great 
suspicion  and  doubt.  He  concluded  by  moving  as  an 
^mendroeiit,  that,  instead  of  the  word  "minutes,**  the 
trords'  **  sentence  and  charge'*  should  be  inserted* 

ilf^.  Brbughant  declared,  ibdt  he  bad  received  the  infor* 
niation  originally  with  great  suspicion  and  Joubt,  and  by 
no  mcatts  readily  lent  himself  to  ^very.  body  who  chose  to 
male  com j^^^ifs,' 

Sir,  'Fronds'  Bitrdett  thought  (hat  his  honourable  frieiid 
had  exercycdtall  the  judghiehtand  patience  in  ioyestigating 
.  this  information  ^hat  could  be  recommended  by^thehononr* 
able  gentledeh  on  tl|e  otner  side.  As  to  thQ  'prejudice 
which  appearecf  to  exist  against  men  who  made  compl<unfS| 
he  must  observfy  tliat  it  iii[as,|ra( her  singular  that  Admiral 
Montague  wastecalled  fiba&  bis  station  immedjatel^'  af^p 
he.had  tran^niitted  a  me^^rial  of'cpinpUunf . 

Mr.  fVard  X06e  with  con^jtter^ble  ^armth^  andWd,  thai 
this  assertion  t^as  like  the  liiany  asseftions  that  tuc  jionour* 
able  baronet  (Sir  F*  Burdett)  was  constantly  niaking  in  that 
House,  and  which  were qiiite  emit rary  lo  the  fact  (he  did 
not  mean  intenttuii9Ugf  )  :  ^^f^nfA  iMontafrue  was  not  disw 
placed  on  account  of  transmitting  a  memorial  of  complaint, 
but  had  been  much  loMg^oi^'ihaitiitation  than  was  the 

rqgmlar  course  of  the  i]|ayy>.    '/^.  •  .      i  . 

Sir  Francis  Burdell  conceited  the  honouraWe.gentTcman 
had  noWght  tofipeak  in  the  manner  he  haddoueuf  tl» 
asseitior^s  he  made  in  t)iat- House,  He  had  not  asserted 
thai  Admiral  Montague  wa$  displaced  for  tmnsmiUing  a 
memorial,  but  he  had  remariced  on  the  extraordinary  coiu« 
cidence  ot  his. recall  with  the  time  he  had  sent  in  that  memo- 

After  a*  few*  Words  from  Lord  Cochrane,  and  the  Attor* 
ney*GcneraK  the  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  of  the' 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ^Hich  was  carried  without  a 

ilinsion.  .',.»..        :...>•.••: 

The  Militia  Interchange  Bill  went  'through  the  Com* 
Biittee,  was  repurted|  and  read  «  Cbiid  iinie« 
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OOL0  com   BILL. 

On  brin.^inff  up  the  Re[)ort  upon  tlib  Bill, 

lA>rd  A.  Hamilton  ro!»e;  but  finding  that  tbere  iras  an 
understanding,  that  there  should  be  no  debate  on  the  Bill 
this  day,  he  said  he  should  odove  an  ameadoieBt  when  the 
report  was  received, 

The  Report  was  then  brought  up,  and  received. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton,  after  a  verj  few  obserrations,  moved 
his  amendment,  nliich  t¥at»»  in  substance.  '*  to  prevent  the 
Bank  from  deriving  addttionU  profits  from  issues  in  con- 
sequence  of  this  Bill,  or  from  making  any  larger  dividend 
than  had  been  already  made ;  and  enacting,  that  all  further 
profits,  instead  of  being  dividec)  among  the  ProprietorB  of 
the  Bank,  should  be  accumulated  as  a  fund  for  toe  securitj 
of  their  creditors. •• 

Mr,  Baring  did  not  see  how  the  present  Bill  was  to  give 
additional  profits  to  the  Bank«  He,  therefore,  thought  this 
clause  quite  unnecessary. 

The  clause  was  then  negaiiv^^  and  the  Bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Jl/n  Secretary  Kyder  presented  a  declaration  of  her 
Majesty's  Council  on  the  $t^(e  of  the  King*9  health. 

Adjoumod^. 


i ' 
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Mr.  Prior,  from  the  Bank  of  Bnj^and,  presented,  agreeably 
to  order,  an  account  of  Bank  or  England  notes  in  circula- 
tion on  Saturday  the  6th,  and  Saturday  the  ISfh  of  July 
last*    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  prii^ted. 

A  person  from  the  Navy  Pay-office  presented,  agreeably 
to  OTtier,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Trea« 
sorers  of  the  ^favy  and  Messrs.  Cook  and  Holford,  relative 
to  the  Fisgatd.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  to  be 
printed, 

COLD  COIN   BILL. 

f  •      •  • 

iifr.  Perceval  having  moved  the  third  reading  of  Ibis 
Bill^; 

Mr»  Brougham  begged  leav^  to  put  it  to  the  right  boo; 
gentleman^  whether :£s  would  n^t  agree,  as  seemed  to  have 
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been  undentood  on  a  former  nighi,  to  postpone  the  third 
leading  of  this  BHl  till  after  the  discossion  of  the  Resolo* 
tions  on  the  Hibject  of  finance^  of  which  he  (Bfr.  Brongh- 
aoi)  had  given  notice  for  this  daj.  He  ivas  the  more 
anxious  on  this  sabject,  lost^  in  the  event  of  the  Bill  being 
passed  to-ni^ht,  there  might  be  no  time,  at  the  hour  to 
ivhich  the  Bill  might  be  disposed  of,  for  going  into  his 
Resolntions,  ^which  he  wished  should  appeiar  on  the 
Jonmab. 

.  Mr.  Perceval  submitted  that  Jiis  faoooumble  and  learned 
friend  had*  a  good  opiKJTtunily  of  arguing  the  poinfis  in  his 
Resolutkniis  in  the  course  of  the  ddiate  on  the  third  reading 
of  this  BiU)  the  two  faeit^  so  much  connected  together.^ 
They  fell  naturally  to  be  considered  in  the  samedebate,  and 
whether  the  BUI  passed  or  not,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
bis  honourable  artd  learned  friend  to  bare  the  sense  of  the 
House  collected  and  recorded  on  the  subject  of  his.  Reso- 
lutions.— This,  he  understood  on  a  former  night,  fell  in 
with  the  views  of  his  honourable;  and  learned  friead  him- 
self.   '        >:.•.'--•..:. 

ilfr«  Brougham  said,  this  smely  was  not  consistent  with 
his  understanding  of  the  matter.  He  had  already  delivered 
his  opinion  on  the  subject  of  this  Bill,  and  did  not  wish  to 
say  any  thing,  farther  yppn  it*  But  at  the  same  time,  if  he 
was  afforded  the  opportunity.  6f  having  his  Resolutions  put 
oti  record,  he  had  no  objection  to  what  the  right  bononnible 
genlleinim  proposed. 

On  the  question  that  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time ; 

Mr.  Qtarge  Johnsttme  tose*  It  was  with  considemble 
reluctance  that  he  felt  himself  called  on  todifler  feom'his 
right  bonoarabie  friend  below  him  (Sir.  Perceval)  on  every 
stage  of  this  fiilL;  but,  consistently  with  the  opinions  He- 
bad  expressed  oo  the  'subject  of  the  Bank  Restriction,  and 
OR  thedebale'on  the  Bul(ion  Committee  Report^  he  found 
it  impossible) io  assent  to  thcpresent  Bill.  Nothing  was  so 
dangerous  as  todistiirb  the  nature  of  all  the  property  in  the 
4K>nQtfy5  wbidi  would  be  the  efiect  of  the  ^present  Bill. 
What^  was  the  fate  of  every  *  country  which  made  paper 
euirencjr  »)egal  tender'?-^Gertain  and  absolute  ruin,  i  et 
ibis  was.'»  contemplaliDn  asan  nlteiior  part  of  the  present 
MMnsnre.  /.  (Do.nuUce  amah  take  paper  .for  his  goods  was  to 
4lepeiveAimof4ris>iialardl'rigbtBy.and  was  an  unjust  inter- 
tfeAtai^ '<#itfar«lfai;i  right  of  everf  person  to  deal  as  he  chese 
"witM'  hiv<  ow&^pm^etty.  '  Tbo  present  Bill  could  have  no 
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tBcti  bit  an  i4ftct  of  mischief.  It  went  to  throv  a  db> 
cMdk  on  all  faaok-paper,  wbidl  had  seTer  stood  in  hir, 
ImK  in  confidcnoe  only.  Geotlerocn  «iid,  oonkl  our  paper 
ninmey  be  ooraparea  with  the  French  anij^aals  i  Troe^ 
ii  could  not  at  prasent ;  but  let  it  be  recollected  we  weie 
now  only  eftteriri|f  on  tho  oouiae ;  we  were  now  only  begin- 
ning tlie  mtan*  Wat  the  Bank  solvent  onlj  if  Govern* 
naent  was  solvent }  Jf  oolj  so,  then  rontt  the  two  stand  or 
fiill  together,  and  our  paper  issues  must  go  on  pwigies* 
Sivrly,  till  Bank  paper  became  no  better  than  the  French 
assifnats ;  and  the  evil  ronst  osnie  only  when  the  system 
cmild  no  longer  be  pcnistcd  in.  Who  could  look  at  the 
idea  bf  paper  becoming  a  legal  tender  witbooi  horror? 
Traders  might  not  disapprove  of  the  measure,  because  their 
Slock  of  goods  on  band  must  incirase  in  value  as  the  paper 
eurrrncy  bt^came  depreciated*  But  what  a  grievons  injury 
must  it  be  to  those  who  had  a  ixed  income !  Great  and 
unmerited  reiections  had. been  thrown  out  a^inat  the  noble 
liord  (King)|  who  had  given  me  lo  ibis  discoBsion.  For 
his  (Mr.  Johnstone's)  part,  h^  thought,  on  the  contrary^ 
thai  he  was  entitled  to  thaafa  ratlunr  than  to  ssprobation. 
He  would  honestly  confess,  that  for  the  last  three  ycnrs^ 
during  which  the  depreciation  had  been  going  oo^  he  had 
vppeatediy  thuoght  of  deiaanding  pnyneot  of  debts  dneto* 
them  in  cash ;  and  it  was  oaiy  a  sense  of  his  own  insurni^ 
ficanoe,  standing,  as  he  might  hate  done,  alone.  i*bo 
unjust  burden  which  the  demand  madb  by  the  noble  Lord 
was  supposed  to  throw  upon,  his  tenants,  or  which  tenants 
throoghowt  the  country  wowkh  suffer,  if  bis  example  had 
lieen  univenally  followed,  was  altogether  issaginary.  It 
would  not  faU  on  the  tenants,  but  oa  the  conntry  bankflR^ 
from  whom,  mi  every  just  and  jeasonabie  prmciplep  it 
should  be  eugible.  Supposing  that  a  loss  of  fifteen  per 
cent,  vdre  thus  incurred,  wouU  it  be  (sir  to  afasotve  front 
it  those  country  bankers  w;ho-  Iiad,  for  the  last  twrive 
years>  been  making  such  profit  of  the  mone^  of  their 
customers  in  their  bands  ?  .Now  that  payment  in  cash  waa 
ilemandcd  of  those  cnstomers^  what  couU  be  fiuser,  than 
that  tbey  should  go  to  their  bankers,  and  compel  tiiem  to 
fulfil  the  condition  rnidcr  whieh  they  wcie  anthoriaed  io 
issue  notes,  n»mtly, paying  in cftsh^thteediys after dfiasniali 
The  right  honourable  gerOlenian  (Mr.  Rose)^'  in  bis cafeo* 
iaticm  of  our  circtdatingmqdiom,  had  anting  overlooksd  the 
notes  of  country  bankers.  .  (ie<Mr.  JO.bofrevwr  baddocw* 
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taenis  m  his  band  wbich  went  to  shew  their  araonnti  as  as- 
certained by  the  qaantity  of  stamps  purchased  at  the 
trtamp-oflice  for  those  notes,  and  from  wnich  it  would  he 
aepo  that  the  qaantity  now  in  circulation  amotinfed  to  no 
less  a  sum  than  thirty-three  millions.  Talcins^,  therefore^ 
the  amount  of  our  cirrulatin£:  medium  previous  to  the  yealr 
1797,  as  it  WHS  stated  by  (he  r\s:hi  honourable  {rentteman^ 
and  si^ppo6in<r  ^Id  to  have  equalled  the  evre^sive  calcula* 
tion  put  upon  it,  namely  thirty  millions  bank  paper  eleven 
millions,  and  country  liankerB*  noles  seven  millions — in  all 
forty-eight  millions,  and  com|iarinar  it  with  the  amount  of 
the  present  circnlatin^^  medium,  nara<*Iy,  hank  piper  twenty- 
three  millions,  country  bankers'  notes^hiity  three  millions, 
md  gold  five  millions — in  alt  sixty-one  millions ;  it  ap- 
peared that  our  circulation,  instead  of  lieing  diminished,  as 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  said,  had  increased  thirteen 
millions.  The  honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to  shew,  by 
a  comparison  of  the  .value  of  wheat  with  that  of  gold,  that 
gold  had,  within  the  last  fifteen  years,  sufiered  a  deprecia- 
tion^  on  that  comparison,  to  the  amount  of  forty  per 
cent. — Specie,  he  contended,  as  compared  with  any  article 
the  produce  of  haman  labour,  instead  of  having  risen,  hnd 
greatly  &llen  within  the  last  fifteen  years;  There  were  onltr 
two  things,  he  maintained,  as  against  which  gold  exchanged 
for  more  than  formerly ; — silver,  on  account  of  the  increaffi 
of  that  metal  in  consequence  of  the  silver  mines,  and  bank 
])aper,  o»  account  of  the  excessive  issues  of  it.  If  there  wi^ 
no  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  where  was  the  wrong,  the 
injury,  or  hardship,  in  asking  that  rent  should  be  paid  in 
|;old  more  than  in  paper  ?  The  universal  power  of  obtain- 
ing-more  for  guineas  than  for  bank-notes,  shews  that  a  de* 
precia^on  must  have  taken  place.  The  moment  a  man  can 
get  more  for  the  one  than  he  can  for  the  other,  then  there  is 
a  depreciation ;  and  when  there  is  a  depreciation,  to  pay 
the  public  creditor  in  that  depreciated  article  is  n  substantial 
wrong.  That  is  now  the  case,  and  the  House  was  going  on 
doing  wrong.  An  honourable  gentleman  the  other  night 
referred  to  an  issue  of  paper  currency  in  Amerini,  while 
connected  with  this  country  ;  but  he  forgot  to  fell  them  the 
tesult,  and  that  it  had  been  resolved  by  an  Act  passed  in 
the  Parliament  of  this  country  that  that  artificial  circuintion 
should  be  put  an  end  to.  There  Parliament  was  providmg 
for  a  case  in  whieh  they  fkH  no  personal  interest,  and  there> 
Vol.  liL— 1811.  5  O 
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ihertfom,  tbey  consulted  vbat  was  for  tlie  inteRst  of  the 
country  for  which  they  were  l^islatioi;.  Great  ridicule 
had  wen  attrropted  to  bf  cast  on  kn  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Brou/rham)  for  sn^in^  that  ^ineas  would 
find  their  way  into  the  country  if  they  were  allowed  to 
find  their  yatoe  as  against  bank  paper.  He  contended  the 
honounible  and  learned  gentleman  was  correct.  It  is  fiot 
necessary  for  a  great  nation  to  send  for  guineas  on  purpose ; 
in  the  course  of  trnde  they  must  and  will  come.  In  four 
counties  in  Ireland  where  there  is  an  indispensable  necessitv 
for  |{old,  there  gold  is  to  lie  found,  and  so  lon£r  as  it  is 
nccefsarv  there  it  will  be  found.  Gentleroen  talked  of  the 
unparalleled  state  of  things.  What  the  absurd  resolutions 
of  Sovereigns  might  have  efiertetl  it  was  not  for  him  (o  say, 
but  thb  he  would  sajr,  that  the  trade  of  this  conniry  with 
the  Continent  of  Europe  had  never  been  more  flourishing 
than  for  the  last  two  years.  In  1803,  our  exports  were 
twent}-five  millions.  In  1809,  they  were  thirty-five 
millions  Britibhi  and  fifteen  miUions  Colonial :  and  in  the 
year  1810,  tbry  were  thirty-four  millions  British,  and 
npi^ardft  of  ten  millions  Colonial ;  being  in  these  two  years 
an  inciea^e  of  one  third.  The  real  value  too,  was  in  an 
equal  proporfion.  In  l805,  the  real  value  of  our  exports 
Was  fiHn*n  millions;  in  i80S),  it  was  twenty-three  millions; 
and  in  1810«  upwards  of  twenty  millions.  So,  instead  of  s 
falling  ofi',  hete  was  a  grpat  and  substantial  inciease.  It 
wa.H  said,  ^^  1'ruf,  these  goods  are  gone  from  this  country^ 
but  the>  are  still  unsold,  they  are  in  a  dep6t  "  This,  he 
SRid,  was  inipoMStble:  no  person  should  make  him  believe 
it,  particularly  ah  it  was  to  be  observed  that  this  increase  of 
our  ex|H>rtK  wa^  for  two  yc*ars.  In  one  article,  namely, 
that  of  cofR^N  this  might  be  the  case ;  for  he  observed,  that 
in  theyi  ur  Ih09  the  amount  exported  was  five  millions,  and 
.in  1810,  oiil>  1,400.000/. ;  but  it. could  not  be,  as  in  the 
great  article  of  cotton,  in  which  the  amount  exported 
amounted,  in  each  of  these  two  years,  to  eighteen  millions. 
.<«*He  presumed  he  had  bhewn,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  this 
could  not  be  the  operative  c&tise.  What  then  did  our  dis* 
tress  proceed  from?  It  was,  he  contended,  from  brin^in^ 
into  this  country  Colonial  produce,  and  manufacturing 
goods  more  than  we  required,  or  could  tise.  If  we  were 
resolved  to  glut  our  markets,  and  to  have  twice  as  much 
of  C7trj  article  as  was  necessary^  w6  might  expect  a  stag* 
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nation.  Our  disease  was  a  commercial  replctioir;  One 
party  in  this  House  ascribed  the  present  situation  of  com- 
mercial distress  to  the  orders  in  coancil.  The  other,  to  the 
state  of  trade,  and  the  rate  of  exchange  being  turned  against 
us.  He  contended  that  it  was  attributable  to  neither  d 
these  causes  in  any  thing  like  the  degree  in  which  it  was  to 
be  attributed  to  the  cause  he  had  mentioned.  The  tone  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleme^n  (Mr.  Rose)  was  now  much 
changed  from  what  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  last 
session.  Then  we  were  told  that  the  state  of  our  trade  was 
highly  satisfactory,  and  that  the  meas.ures  of  the  French 
against  it  bad  wholly  failed  of  producing  the.effect  proposed. 
But,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  found  that  the 
rate  of  exchange  was  against  us,  then  he  changes  his  tone^ 
and  tells  us  that  this  arises  out  of  commercial  embarrass- 
ments. To. think  that  this  great  country  should  require  the 
arti6cial  aid  of  banks  was  al^urd ;  Ireland,  where  there  was 
only  a  paper  currency,  was  poor  and  wretched  ;  where  the 
payments  were  in  cash,  there  it  was  flourishing  and  happy. 
To  talk  of  a  paper  currency  carrying  on  a  war  was  ab^urd^ 
that  conid  only  be  supported  by  a  surplus  of  trade  and 
eommerce.  We  might  make  a  sacrifice  like  the  French^ 
indeed ;  we  might  lerel  all  orders ;  but  that  was  not  our 
object.  The  great  burden  on  us,  a  burden  which  t^ould 
not  allow  us  to  move,  was  our  great  funded  debt.  It  was 
said,  we  should  equalize  our  expenditure  and  income ;  but 
how  was  this  to  be  done  ?  The  difference  between  the  two 
was  thirty  millions ;  and  even  if  the  balance  of  tl)e  sinking 
fund,  being  twelve  millions  was  deducted,  still  there  was  a 
difference  of  eighteen  millions.  We  could  not  expect  to 
provide  for  that.  The  way  was  to  fund  a  large  part  of  our 
outstanding  debt  of  forty-five  millions,  to  pay  the  Bank  tlie 
three  millions  last  borrowed  from  them,  and  to  see  what 
efiect  that  would  have  in  enabling  them  to  resume  their  pay 
ments.  The  House  had  itself  to  blame  more  than  the  Bank, 
in  taking  from  th^ni  the  last  loan  of  three  millions,  if  it  was 
only  to  be  a  creation  of  so  much  more  paper.  He  con- 
cluded by  giving  bis  hearty  negative  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  JLockharf  said,  that  he  conceived  the  circumstance 
of  the  exclusive  use  of  coin  on  the  Continent,  to  account 
for  the  unusual  demand  which  existed  there  for  it.  He  had 
examined  the  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  smoe  the  year 
1756,  and  had  not  been  able  to  find  a  single  considerable 
fluctuation  that  was  not   fairly  attributable  to  political 
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cMMCt.  But  nov  wben  oor  warehouaei  were  feD,  and  all 
the  ofdioarj  ?eiit  on  thf  Ccmliiient  was  stopped  by  the 
t^^rannical  uccraes  of  the  eoemy^  he  consideapod  the  depraa- 
siori  to  be  no  greater  thaa  most  naturally  be  expected  to 
result  from  such  a  state  of  thines.  With  respect  to  the 
statement  of  his  honourable  friend,  of  the  relative  prices  of 
wheal,  be  had  to  obsenre,  that  in  the  last  ten  yean  there 
bad  occurred  several  years  of  severe  scarcity,  and  the 
average  of  that  period  could  not  therefore  form  a  fiur 

SruuiKi  of  compariMMi.  The  amonnt  of  our  exports  had  un» 
oubffdly  ineieased,  but  it  did  not  necessarily  follow  that 
the  Iwlance  of  payments  was  turned  into  paper.  A  laij^e 
portion  of  the  goods  sent  abroad  bad  been  destroyed,  ana 
aiiotlier  part  never  paid  for.  it  appeared  to  bim  that  the 
tenunt  would  have  no  possible  means  of  payiojp  in  gold, 
nnlnis  he  could  get  gold  from  his  customers,  which  he  coa« 
ceivt*d  to  be  impracticable.    In  this  way  he  might  be  com* 

Si  led,  if  not  protected  by  the  law,  to  carry  on  bis  sales 
rough  the  aukward  and  tedious  process  of  barter.  He 
was  happj  9  however,  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  state  tha^ 
the  dii»iretiM*8  among  the  Lancashire  maoofacturers,  arisinff 
fix»m  (be  peculiar  nature  of  the  cotton  trade,  bad  not  visited 
the  manufacture  carried  on  in  the  city  which  be  had  the 
honour  to  represcnt."^He.was  not  disposed  to  indulge  tboee 
desponding  vic*ws  of  our  internal  afiairs,  which  some  gentle* 
m«^  entertained,  on  reflecdn^  that  the  sinking  fund,  which 
bad  alrt-ady  redeemed  900,000,000/.  of  the  national  debt* 
would  this  year  amount  to  l4,00O.O00A  sterling;  and  that 
even  w  it  h  respect  to  the  unfunded  debt,  which  was  aboat 
45,000,000/.  the  war  taxes  were  already  pledged-iu  security, 
for  it. 

Mr.  Western  wished  to  state,  shortly,  the  reason  whic^ 
would  induce  him  to  enter  h^i  protest  against  the  principle 
of  the  bill.  It  was  a  measure  which  he  could  not  but  coa« 
sider  as  annulling  all  fitith  in  contracts,  as  infringing  all  the 
Ir^ifiinate  rights  of  property,  and  as  violating  what  no 
human  power  was  justified  in  violating,  the  natural  privi- 
leges of  wealth  and.  industry*  (Hear I  hear!)  It  had 
been  long  the  boasted  character  of  the  British  Legislature  to 
act  on  universal  principles  of  probity ;  this  character  had,  ia 
his  opinion,  formed  the  foundation  of  our  commercial 
greatness  and  prosperity,  and  it  was  this  character  which 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  would  go  toundermine  and  destroy. 
The  first  enactment  of  the  BUI  prohibited  ihe  selling  the 
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current  coin  for  more  than  its  nominal  value.  TbU  bt 
looked  upon,  in  the  first  placey  to  be  an  attempt  to  do  what 
was  irapossiblcy  viz.  to  prevent  the  coin  or  currency  of  any 
country  from  finding  the  level  of  its  real  value.  By  this 
clause^  if  an  individual  debtor  should  be  desirous  of  paying 
Ibis  creditor  the  full  amount  that  was  doe,  without  taking 
advantage  of  the  depreciated  nominal  valoe^  be  would  be 
^  b^gally  prevented.  The  law  interferes  to  prevent  him  from 
paying  ibank-notes  at  their  real  value.  {Hear  I  bear  I) 
Those  «(irbo  denied  the  depreciation  to  exist,  would  yet 
admit  it  to  be  possible ;  and  supposing  it  therefore  to  exist, 
was  it  proper  that  a  tenant  should  be  subjected  to  penalties 
for  paying  what  was  the  true  and  e()uitablc  amount  of  his 
idebt?  {Hear!  hear  I)  Suppose  also  the  case  of  a  land* 
dwner^  whose  estate  was  hel^  under  a  mortgage,  he  by 
letting  no  leases  would  obtain  a  lient  much  higher  than  the 
interest  which  be  would  render  to  the  mortgagee.  This 
tnust  prove  the  source  of  infinite  injustice  and  inequality, 
and  it  was  of  importance  to  consider  where  it  was  to  stop. 
{Bear !) — I^rd  King  had  shewn  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that 
the  time  was  come  when  it  behoved  him  to  make  a  stand 
against  its  further  pr(^re:».  The  justness  of  this  opinion 
bad  been  disputed ;  for  his  own  part  he  approved  of  it« 
But  it  was  not  onJy  persons  of  landed  property  who  suffered 
by  the  depreciation  ;  all  people  of  fixed  incomes,  the  Army 
and  Navy  suffered  in  the  severest  manner  by  the  increasing 
prices  of  e?ery  commodity.  (Hear !)  The  traffic  ii^  coin- 
bad  been  said  to  be  confined  to  Jews.  But  even  if  soj  he 
regarded  even  this  species  of  traffic  as  evidence  of  the  de» 
preciation.  It  was,  however,  rauc)i  more  extensive.  He 
nad  himself  lately  had  a  conversation  with  a  little  land- 
holder, who  informed  him,  that  as  ex^utor  and  trustee  he 
had  a  short  time  ago  come  into  possession  of  a  considerable 
sum  in  gold,  and  oeing  desirous  of  turning  it  to  the  bc&t 
advantage,  he  found  no  difficulty  whatever  in  doing  so. 
file  mentioned  this  to  shew  that  the  practice,  far  from  hting 
confined  to  a  few,  had  extended  itself  pretty  generally 
through  the  country.  (Jlear !)  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  had  asserted,  that  tliere  was  nothing 
more  than  an  artificial  depreciation.  This  he  could  not 
understand,  but  he  was  sure  that  the  relative  price  of  wheat 
proved  that  it  was  real.  The  honourable  gendeman  (Mr. 
Lockhart)  had  saicL^  that  in  the  last  ten  years  there  were 
years  of  scarcity.    These  years^  however,  had  been  omitted 
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m  the  calcoTalion.  If,  as  find  been  a«seiled»  commoclitiet 
had  risen  all  over  Euroiie,  what  was  this  but  fiayin^,  that 
^Id  hnd  fallen  nil  over 'Europe  ?  (Hrar\)  He  had  thus 
stated  hiff  principal  objections  to  the  Bill— firsf,  that  it  did 
not  meet  the  object  it  professed  to  have  in  view  (for  the 
mention  of  LiOnl  Kin^  ne  considered  as  a  mere  pretence), 
since  it  preventf*d  the  tenant  from  having  more  than  the 
nominal  valne  of  the  notes,  and  then  left  him  expoaed  to  aa 
ejectment.  He  b(*lievcil  too  that  its  general  principle  was 
detractive  of  the  whole  system  of  paper  credit,  and  of  the 
basis  of  all  the  financial  pros|)erify  of  the.country. 

Mr*  Rose  said,  that  a^  the  honourable  gentleman  bad  de* 
clared  that  the  prohibition  against  selling  coin  for  more  thae 
its  Talite,  Wits  an  infringement  on  the  right  of  the  subject^ 
he  l)egged  leave  to  saj  tnat  it  had  always  been  the  onder* 
stood  inw  of  the  country.  (Iftar\)  By  searching  into  the 
Rolls  of  Parliament,  he  would  not  say  the  Statnte>book>  it 
would  evidently  appear  that  this  was  the  intention  of  ihe 
liegislature.  (i/earl  hearl)  He  did  not  mean  to  impeach 
the  judgment  of  the  Judges,  from  which  be  untlerstood  two 
had  ftissented  (*  onlj/  one,'  from  ihe  Opposiiioa.)  He  be- 
lieved two,  and  the  two  Cfiief  Justices.  (Hearl  Aeflr!>— 
The  purpose  of  this  Bilfj  theretbre,  was,  to  supply  what  had 
been  hitherto  deemed  to  be  law.  It  was  to  protect  the  tenant 
against  the  unequitable  demands  of  his  landlord.  {Heart) 
It  was  bis  tirm  conviction  that  the  great  recent  rise  in  the 

{>rice  of  all  commoditirs,  was  chiefs  io  be  ascribed  to  the 
ast  alteration  in  the  corn  laws,  an  alteration  which  the  bo* 
nourable  gentleman  had,  notwithstanding  his  (Mr.  Rose's) 
opposition,  prrvaded  on  his  late  right  honourable  friend  to 
consent  to.  He  did  not  throw  any  imputation  on  Lord 
King;  but  his  exai-^ple  might  be  followed  by  those  who 
might  wish  to  exact  from,  and  oppress  their  tenants.  He 
denied  that  the  annuitant  suflered  by  the  paper,  or  that  he 
could  fairly  or  pro|)erly  get  more  for  guineas  than  bank* 
notes.  Gold  was  at  4/.  \yeT  ounce  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Inst  century,  and  was  only  4/.  12^.  now.  Our  exports  cer* 
tainly  bad  increasect  during  the  Inst  two  years,  but  our  im* 
ports  also  had  increased  ;  and  while  the  latter  were  pu-nctu* 
ally  paid  for,  the  former  were  exposed  to  confiscation,  fire, 
and  enormous  duties.  We  had  paid  in  the  last  year  seven 
millions  for  freight,  besides  an  immense  sum  tor  com  im- 
ported. When  all  this  was  connected  with  our  large  foreign 
expenditure,  (//ear!  hearl)  he  conceived  the  fall  in  the 
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excban^en  to  be  fully  explained.  The  right  honourable 
rnitleman  Ihen  entered  into  a  statement  to  corrobornie  bis 
former  calculation  of  the  amount  of  currency  b«nng  as  large 
before  the  Restriction  as  at  prf*sent,  while  our  commerce 
bad  since  doubled.  He  declared  iliat  he  had  no  objectioa 
to  the  principle  of  fixing  some  limit  to  the  Country  Banks^ 
and  instanced  Lancashire  as  a  great  trading  county,  in  which 
there  virxe  few  or  none.  With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  of  the  Unfunded  Debt,  the  interest  paid  o(\  it  was  less 
than  five  per  cent,  and  that  on  Exchequer-bills,  instead  of 
3|,  had  faUen  lately  to  3J. 

Mr.  Jf Vherforce  said,  that  while  he  agreed  in  certain 
points  with  those  who  supported  the  present  Bill,  and  con* 
curred  in  others  \^i(h  those  who  opposed,  there  were  at  the 
same  time  other  views  of  the  question  ip  which  he  had  the  . 
misfortune  todiffl-r  from  both  sides;  and  first,  he  was  ready 
to, admit  that  while  such  apprehensions  were  afloat  in  the 

Sublic  mind  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  that  led  to  this 
iscu:ision,  that  the  Government  must  l^ave  felt  the  adoption 
of  some  expedient  to  prevent  great  general  distress  and  confu* 
sion,  indispensably  necessary.  (Hear  I  hear !) — Of  the  con- 
duct that  compelled  the  Government  to  resort  to  such  an 
expedient  he  was  willing  to  say  little,  but  this  much  he  could  . 
not  well  avoid  saying,  that  of  all  others  be  should  Iiave  least 
expected,  that  a  noble  lord  of  the  high  rank,fi:nished  educa*' 
lion,  and  just  pretensions  of  Lord  King,  shoufd  have  thought 
it  wise  and  fit  to  resort  to  such  an  experiment^ ff^ar! 
hear !) — He  was  ready  to  make  ererj'  allo\yag^e  for  the  good 
intentions  of  the  noble  Lord  ;  but  the  noble  Lord  was  bound 
to  have  reflected  that  a  variety  of  persons  in  an  humbler 
sphere  of  life,  and  whose  sole  motive  was  the  sordid  one  of 
gain,  might  be  glad  hereafter  to  shelter  themselves  under  the 
^igh  authority  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  push  his  example  to 
the  .extent   of  a  misjchievous  and   criminal  abuse   of  it. 
{Ilearl  hear  !)  Such  men  might  talk  very  profusely  about 
political  economy,  while  they  had  nothing  else  but  private 
emolument  in  view.  In  such  circumstances,  therefore,  it  be- 
came the  bounden  duty  of  the  Government  to  do  somethings 
and  so  far  he  agreed  with  the  supporters  of  the  Bill :  but 
when  these  gentlemen  would  go  farther,  and' instead  of 
looking  upon  it  as  a  temporary  expedient  to  gain  time,, 
Spatiinn  requiemque  doloris — when  tney  would  represent  it 
as  more  than  this,  as  something  that  could .  permanently 
counteract  depreciation,  then  Indeed  he  thought  ii  but  fair 
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to  sayi  that  bi4  toppoit  of  ibe  meatare  wm  g^rontided  in  n^ 
such  expectation ;  iImi  he  looked  upon  it  mereij  as  a  iem« 
parary  expedient,  which  extreme  urgency  had  rendered  in- 
dispentahley  and  that  as  sach  he  gave  it  his  support.  In  ad« 
iwitiog  to  the  Bank  Directors,  he  did  not  see  that  it  had 
been  clearly  made  out^thoogh  so  often  and  unfairly  aaaerted, 
that  these  gentlemen  did  actually  derife  any  material  pruBts 
from  the  increasing  profits  of  the  Bank.  With  respect  to 
the  immediate  effects  ofthisBiU,  in  defending  thetenan-* 
try  of  the  country  from  the  mischteYous  cousequences  tt  was 
provided  to  guard  against,  be  thought  thai  so  far  the  BtH 
would  be  completely  effectual.  Tne  evils  which  might 
otherwise  ensue,  came  ao  home  to  men^s  business  and 
bosoms,  that  it  was  impossible  to  hesitate  to  provide  against 
their  occurrence.  In  looking  dtspassiooatelv  at  the  natnre 
of  those  eviU,  it  was  impossiole  not  to  see  the  necessity  of 
consulting  in  every  department  of  the  state,  as  far  as  it  was 
possible*  the  principle  of  a  wise  and  general  spirit  of  eco» 
Aomy.  (Hear!)  At  the  same  time  he  admitted  that 
the  Xdminisiration,  be  they  who  they  m\ght»  who  were 
charged  with  tlie  defence  of  the  country,  might  feel  it  in^. 
practicable  conscientiously  to  retrench  those  expences 
which  were  resorted  to  in  tlie  prosecution  of  that  great  ob- 
ject. In  concluding,  he  adverted  to  the  menacma  aspect 
of  affairs  in  America,  and  deplored  the  gloom  mat  was 
spreading  over  the  Western  horizon.  He  trusted  ifaat  the 
misfortunes  of  a  new  war  were  not  to  be  aggravated  by  a 
contest  between  two  nations  who  might  be  said  to  be  of  the 
common  childi*en  in  the  same  old  family,  and  participaliog 
as  brothers  in  the  inheritance  of  the  same  common  liberty. 
He  concluded  by  stating  that  the  Bill,  as  far  as  it  weot^ 
should  hnve  his  full  support. 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  that  the  gentlemen  who  had  as  yet 
spoken  on  this  question,  confined  their  observations  to  the 
l^encral  eftccts  rather  than  the  originntine  causes  of  the  de* 
preciation  of  our  currency.  To  those  oriffiuaiing  causes  he 
intended  to  coufine  whatever  he  should  oner  to  the  Houae 
•—and  he  thought,  in  the  first  place,  that  nothing  like  a  tenn* 
porary  expedient  or  a  local  remedy  could  be  productive  of 
any  salutary  effect. ~-No  topical  application  could  cure  an 
aneurism  in  the  heart.  Lopping  on  the  branches,  could  not 
cure  a  disease  in  the  root.  Tlie  three  originating  causes 
l\ro^e  out  of  the  following  circumstances — first,  the  com« 
luercial  relations  of  the  country;  secondly,  the  great  increase 
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of  ejdpendkorr^  arithig  oat  of  tlie  enlarged  scale  of  our  mi- 
litery  exeitioot ;  and  thirdly,  the  increase  of  expenditnre 
arntng  out  of  otir  supplies  to  foreigh  poweft.  With  respect 
lo  oar  oociMDerciai  relations*  he  contended  tfaal  every  arU(;ie 
•ent  out  of  this  csoantry  for  sale,  sold  cheaper  in  the  foreign 
narkei  than  its  first  cost  at  home*  The  bills  paid  at  Lisbon 
bj  our  Govemmeut  Agent  at  that  place,  now  pard  a  dis^ 
count  of  S8  percent.  Widi  resipect  to  Sicilyy  be  thought 
the  Government  might  pursue  a  very  different  liM  of  con-* 
duct,  and  one  that  would  be  much  more  advaaUgeous  to 
Sicily  and  to  us.  He  contefnded  that  Sicily  was  quite  ca^ 
pable  of  defending  herself.  She  did  not  Want  a  siiigte  sol- 
dier from  us,  and  would  be  able,  with  the  help  of  dur  Navy, 
to  nMintatn  herself  against  the  enemy.  At  the  same  tiin^^ 
he  could  not  help  remarking  upon  the  extraoKiinary  tiatnre 
of  the  assistance  we  gave  Sicily-^we  were  defe()uing  her 
against  her  own  Government<^we  were  .defending  her 
against  the  people,  who  abhorred  that  Government.  There 
was  not  under  Heaven  a  more  despicable  and  degrtKiing  ty« 
ranny  ifaati  that  of  the  Sicilian  Government.  He  Inid  been 
there,  and  be  knew  it  to  be  such.  He  biad  heard  too,  that 
the  money  which  was  wasted  by  this  €rovernmeht  in  reihit'*' 
tances  to  Sicily,  was  applied  by  the  Qneen  of' Sitily  to 
betray  the  English  interest  in  that  island  to  the  French.-^ 
If  the  tyranny  and  vices  of  the  Government  of  Sicily  were 
so  abomihabie^^ 

The  Speaker*^**  Does  the  noble  Lord  conceive  that  an 
inquiry  into  the  errors  of  the  Sicilian  Government  can  be 
justly  said  to  bear  upon  the  present  question,  according  to 
the  known  usages  of  debate  ?  (Hear^  hear»  hearl)  I  was 
unwilling  to  interpose  as  long  as  the  noble  Lord  was  pleased 
to  keep  within  the  wid(*st  limits  prescribed  by  the  ordinary 
rufes  of  debate*"     {liearX  htar\  hear\) 

Lord  Cochrane  9i\i6  that  he  should  wave  that  part  of 
his  speech  respecting  Sicily  ;  but  with  reBjiect  to  Portugal, 
a  government  that  was  just  as  bsid,  if  not  wdrse^  he  baid 
that  there  was  not  a  soldier  we  sent  to  Portugal  or  Spain, 
that  did  not  cost  the  people  of  this  country  10;.  3k/*  a  day* 
This  was  one  cause  of  the  depreciation  of  our  currency. 
In  fact,  it  was  our  Ministers,  and  not  De  Yonge,  wlu)  were 
•ending  the  coin  out  of  tiie  country,  to  mainiaiti  an  army  on 
the  Continent  to  cope  with  forty-nine  millions  of  people. — 
iJe  was  convinced  ihat  with  one  half  of  our  present  naval 
means,  and  one  tenth  of  our  present  njfuiv,  it  might  bcpcs-- 
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ttble  to  redqce  the  power  of  Buonaparti  to  almotl  nothing, 
)Ie  would  advise  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  follow  the 
counsel    which    Demosthenes   gafe    to    the    Athenians. 
(A  laugh,)    Had  Minitterf  ever  read  the  First  Oration  of 
Demosthenes,  he  thought  it  quite  impossible  tbej  could 
have  ever  acted  in  the  way  they  had  dtme ;  they  would  not 
have  attempted  to  cope  wiih  myriads.     It  would  be  remeoH 
)>ercd   that   Buonapari6*s  threatened    invasions    put    this 
country  to  an  enormous  expence,  in  removin;^  troops,  ar« 
lillcry,  &c.  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another;  yet 
when  it  was  considered  how  limited  his  means  were  Vor 
transportation  of  troops,  compared  with  those  of  this  coon« 
try,  and  yet  that  he  by  his  threatened  invasions  had  put  us 
|o  such  enormous  ex|)ences,  could  we  not,  with  our  great 
naval  means, do  bim  mfiniteiy  more  mischief?  With  10,000 
0ien  under  the  direction  of  a  naval  officer,  or  under  the  di* 
rectioo  of  the  winds,  or»  in  short,  of  any  thing  but  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  it  might  be  possible,    f  Here  his  Lordship 
was  interrupted  by  repeated  calls  to  order,  and  he  was  in- 
formed b^  the  Speaker,  that  if  he  persisted  in  his  present 
course  ot  argument,  he  would  incur  the  displeasure  of  the 
llouse*]    He  wished  merely  to  show  liow  great  onr  present 
f  xpcnce  was,  and  that  were  we  to  occupy  10,000  men  in 
the  way  he  had  pointed  out»  our  expences  would  be  very 
spalL     He  h^d  no  other  motive,  he  declared  upon  his  ho- 
nour and  before  his  God.    He  thought  our  expences  essen^- 
tial  to  the  present  question.    He  had  no  interested  motivea 
of  any  kitid,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  be  employed  In  any 
Vay.  f  CnVf  of  Question  I)  He  would  take  an  opportunity, 
the  first  time  the  House  nnrt>  to  call  their  attention  to  the 
way  in  which  the  war  had  been  conducted.    The  whole  of 
tlie  depreciation  originated  in  the  profligate  way  in  which 
Ministers  squandered  the  public  money.     He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  show  this  at  present,  hut  he  would  do  so  then. 

A/r.  Taylor  agreed  with  the  honourable  Member  for 
Yoikshire,  that  we  had  at  present  but  a  choice  of  evils,  and 
tl)»tt  it  was  not  in  tlie  power  of  Parliament  to  make  what 
was  unequal  in  value  equal  in  currency.  He  then  went  into 
an  account  of  the  different  states  in  which  there  had  been  an 
excessive  paper  cin*ulation.  F(e  asked  what  wcs  in  bank- 
notes which  could  preserve  them  from  a  depreciation  arising 
out  of  excess }  Co^ild  you  depreciate  Exchequer-bilis  and 
}  et  not  depreciate  bank*notes  ? 

Mtn  Herbert  C9u1d  not  agree  with  the-hon.  gentleman 
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(Mr.  WUberforce),  in  thioking  that  the  meamre  of  an  in* 
dividual  merely  exacting  payment  of  his  iost  debts  would 
dissolve  all  the  links  of  moral  socienr;  and  he  thought  that 
such  a  dissolution  woold  be  mocn  more  likely  to  result 
'  from  the  present  Bill.  He  shewed  the  ponsibilhy  of  donti* 
nuing  the  practices  struck  at  bv  this  Bill,  by  buying  gold 
with  the  notes  of  Gmiitry  BanaerSy  and  by  sending  gold  to 
leland.  He  (bought  that  CSountry  Bankers,  before  expe* 
riencing  any  relief,  should  be  obliged  to  pay  a  certain  pro* 
portion  of  their  issues  in  cash* 

Mr.  Pctdr  Moore  said ,  that  he  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
the  discussion  on  the  Bullion  Committee  question.  He 
thought,  that  so  long  as  the  subject  did  not  murmur,  it  did 
not  become  the  House  to  interfere.  In  this  opinion  he  was 
Sanctioned  by  the.hon.  Member  for  Yorkshire,  who  gene** 
rally  went  deeply  into  every  subject,  and  considered  it  in 
all  Its  bearings.  He  had  expected  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  on  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  a  state  of 
the  country  at  present,  as  that  subject  fell  now  immediately 
under  bis  department.  In  this,  however,  he  had  been  dis- 
appointed. Indeed,  all  their  information  on  this  subject 
was  derived  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  I'he  Restric* 
tion  Bill  in  1797,  like  the  present  Bill,  was  declared  to  be 
tetnporary;  but  how  many  temporary  measures,  have,  in 
the  most  insidious  manner,  been  converted  into  perpetual 
measures  ?  It  had  been  renewed  from  two  months  to  twct 
months,  till  we  had  got  the  present  length,  and  till  we  did 
not  know  how  to  t^rn  ourselves.  (Hearl)  He  hoped  the 
House  would  indulge  him  \i\\  he  traced  the  steps  by  which 
the  country  had  got  into  the  present  difficulties.  He  then 
went  into  a  history  of  the  several  renewals  of  the  Restriction 
Bill.  The  Bank,  however,  had  come  forward,  and  stated 
their  willingness  to  have  the  Restriction  Act  repealed.  This 
was  stated  in  a  Report  to  the  House,  which  was  presented  by 
an  hon.  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Brag^e ;  ana  he  remem* 
bered  it  had  been  said  then  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
behind  him  (Mr.  Sheridan),  on  the  proposal  of  the  Bank 
not  being  agreed  to,  that  **  Bragge  was  a  good  dog,  but 
Holdfast  was  a  better.**  {Laugh.)  He  said  there  had  been  a 
system  of  fraud  practised  on  the  public  mind  since  1799, 
not  by  any  particular  Administration,  but  by  all  Adminis-^ 
tration^— it  was  a  dove-tailed  coutinuatiou  of  the  same 
system.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  thirty-six 
millions  of  specie  were  to  be  found  at  present  in  this  country  \ 
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it  vaii  •onseflMd  to  tftlkoribe^p»bdlft#C  goU  9mk  mff  t9 
the  ContittMit. 

Mr.  Skcndam  would  m  aUtmpt  to  teke  op  tWttM-oT 
tW  Hoaiei  boi  for  littthavuig  been  aloiosi  called  on  bf  dio 
speech  of  •&  boaoormblo  geotieiOAo  (Mu  Afooiie).    That 
Kfoibioao   had  gone  ta  far  aa  tx>  aay  that  he  would  rather 
be  (Mr*   Sheridan)  bad tpokon  than  buoaelf  :•«•«. •ingolte' 
Goo^>iia)eot  ^  when,  in  fact,  bia  (Mr.  Shendao*^)'  speech  aod 
opioioa  muti  be  the  direct  conifary  lo  tboie  of  the  hooov^ 
able  Member.    One  of  the  al.luMoas  was  lo.  a»  hnoabie joke 
of  bia  on  the  naine  of  a  Meoiber  of  liie  Hoota.    That 
geotlemoft's  onoae  waa  Bragge;  and   he  warn  Ghatiman- 
of  a  iknk  CoawiMee  atbo  declared  their  readinesa  to  pii^  ia- 
coiii,  if  palitical  circumataaQet.  night  not  make  it  ioejr«> 
pedienti      Mr.  Pitt  was  load  ut  his  puMseof  th^  cendiMl  of 
tim  Bank)  and.  folk  of  rejoicing  at  thcfr  solvency ;  bnitbeoy 
he  said,  there  wese  political  oircunsiances  of  that  precise- 
najUire  which,  would  not  adroit  the  Bank  t(»  shew  their  ^it* 
ii^anj  thing  bai  their  speeches.     The  obtefnration  on  that 
was,  thai  **  Brag  was  a  good  dog)  but  Holdfast  was  a  betlen^ 
Am  to  tlie  maick  argument  before  the  House,  his  opinion  w(a» 
cleao  that  pressing  tbe  Bank  to  pay  in  goki  at  the  pieieoe 
moment  would:  be  injurious;  one  of>  its  first  eftcts  would  b^ 
iq  m^be  il  narrow  ita  discounts:  and  lei  the  Hpese  pease 
before  they  urged  a  measure  which  might  be  imtai  to- the 
whole  traaing  oodj  oC  the  oouiitry^     In  another  point  of 
vieWf  why  was  the  tenant  to  be  forced  to  paj  in  gold>  wheiv 
he  was  forced  to  roceive  bi|  payments' in  paper?  (Hieor  I)  Thai 
result  of  forcing  the  country  bankers,  to  pay  in  goU,  woald 
produce  a  ruinous  confusiou.  in  ilie  wholeofonr internal: 
c^pmmerce*  and  it  would  be  rashness  and  folly  touigetbe 
niessure.    The  cry,  on   the  other  hand,  waa^  the  ruin  06 
credit ;.  but  who  would  believe  that  cry   now?    Ile(Mr, 
Sheridan)  was  become  shy  of  attempting  to  turn  prophet  on. 
the  ruio  and  oonfusion  of  public  credit.     It  vas  wonderfuUj 
long*lived ;    it  had  a  mirHCulous  faculty  of  deceiving  the- 
most  aealouaproguostictitors  of  its  death.  ILe  (Mr.Sbenaan) 
lied  o|ice  bnsied  lumself  a  little  in  the  debates  which  oe*. 
ctirtedon  the Itestrictipn, unci  he  had  offered  resolutions,  and 
even  ventured  to  prophesy ;   but  be  believed  he  was  now- 
grown  wiser.     At  a  subseqaeht  time»  he  had  stated  that 
s^enteen  millions  a.  year  would  be  enough  for  a  peace  es^. 
Cablishment.      Mr.  Pitt  ssid,  that  fifteen  and  a  half  would 
u^^t  every  |)orpo^;  and  seventeen  million  was  actaally  at- 
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tftst  time  Mirvey^d  M«a  aioait  enormotts  ctilcflliAiion.  It  wsts 
•aid  that  the  country  musl  siak  under  fte  weight  inevitnMy^ 
witbotit  hcppe  of  redempiioa  or  chance  of  recovery.  But 
nov,  and  kt  the  House  lode  to  ft,  now,  after  pressure,  and 
pteoty,  and  silfieriiigi  and  efsen  in  spite  of  prophesy,  let  the 
lIouM  look  to  the  seveRty  millions  a  year,  raiseil  otf 
tk«  peopte,  wttboot  a  diaiintttioii  of  their  power^  or 
their  wealth,  or  their  bapiMtess.  (Hearly  Let  k  look 
t^th«  pveseift  state  of  the  metropoK^  its  growth,  its  spies'* 
dkMir,  its  eontrivancet,  its  iirimmerable  expediebis  fat 
laxiiry  and  Gomfort ;  and  tbeo  kt  them  talk  of  the  decay 
€)£  pabKc  credit.  (Hear  \}  He  was  surprised  and  pained 
to  see  any  tUng  like  party*spirit  on  an  ooeasioo  of  this 
DBiMre.  It  waa  not  a  thin^  for  party -spirit.  It  was  aoC  a 
ssbject  o»  which  it  was  possible  for  saen  to  come  to  a 
perei»pU>ry  and  ifiarl»ed  difference.  The  subject  was  on- 
certasD ;.  me  eonclosion  wa9  not  capable  of  an  exact  Tiew : 
«Bd  when  men  attempted  to  treat  a  financial  subject  in  the 
hoi  spirii  of  political  question,  they  only  gave  occasion  to 
doubt  their  motives,  ai>d  thsow  discredit  on  their  publie 
feeling.  Who  could  believe  that  »  noble  Lord  (Kiag) 
would  ever  have  stirred  this  queetioa,  if  he  had  not  writlea 
a  booii  i  (Hear  I)  This  was  an  expeditious  mode  of'  con* 
leertiug  'neutrals  in€o  party  men  ;  and  we  should  hav« 
Bullionists,  atid  Aoti«BoUionists,  without  number,  and  with- 
out toleration*  There  were  not  a  few  of  those  authors,  who 
would  now  perhaps  bare  been  better  pleased  if  they  bad  let 
vrritiog  alone  for  a  while.  But  to  return  to  the  question, 
tjie  credit  of  the  country  was  not  shaken.  Gold  had  flowii 
to  otlier  coonu-'iesy  and  this  was  only  an  additional  proof  of 
the  vigour  of  our  credit.  Where  the  credit  of  the  country 
is  feeble,  there  gold  must  be,  for  nothing  but  gold  will  be 
trusted  ;  but  where  there  is  no  fear,  paper  will  naturally 
^persede  gold,  and  suffer  it  to  tly  off  to  countries  where 
tliere  is  more  doubt,  and  where  paper  is  worth  nothing; 
({Heart)  Yet  with^this  medium »  which  was  so  disgraced,  we 
bad  the  means  of  doing  g^eat  things  still ;  we  had  even  with 
our  paper  sustained  great  emergencies,  undertaken  great 
works,  and  were  still  equal  to  struggle  with  any  thing  that 
could  be  thrown  in  the  grasp  ot  our  national  strength. 
Away,  then,  with  idle  sneculations.  We  must  not  hazard 
the  cause  of  £urope — No,  the  cSiuse  of  the  civilized 
world,  that  was  entrusted  to  our  care — on  schemes  and 
apspicioos;    suspicions  which  might   be  uBfuunJed,  uod 


849  YHB  f  AfttlAHBIITAlT   IMIfTKE.  [vO^i 

tchenet  which  wee  probably  inpraQticable*  (Hmt  !  hear  I 
kearl). 

Sir  F.  Btnrdfii  could  not  agree  with  ibe  idea^  that  the 
piesenl  Bill  would  have  any  |i^od  effect.  The  Ekok  ooald 
not  beretlraioed  by  any  intelligible  principle  from  making 
CKtratagaot  i«ues  oF  paper^  while  the  Government  ckJIm 
for  them,  while  their  profit  conspired  witb  tbe  call,  and 
while  they  were  lecured  from  paying  their  debts*  It  would 
be  impossible  to  keep  gold  in  tne  cooutiy ;  and  the  most 
vnlucsy  results  most  follow  from  the  present  sysiem.  It 
was  abnird  to  suppose,  that  that  could  sund  for  value  ^hich 
had  n&  value^  end  that  there  was  any  good  in  the  promise 
without  tbe  abititjr  to  pay.  The  Bill  was  more  aimed  at 
De  Yonge's  .practice,  than  at  Lord  King  s  principles,  and 
it  must  be  nugatory.  The  argument,  that  a  tenant  ought 
not  to  be  forced  to  pay  in  a  way  difierent  from  other  debtors^ 
was  a  very  fair  one ;  but  the  evil  of  the  Bill  was^  that  it 
went  to  interfere  with  private  property.  Loid  King 
hod  been  hardly  treated ;  his  fortune  was  not  made  bj 
sinecures  or  public  plunder;  and  yet  this  Bill  went  to 
deprive  him  of  the  management  of  it.  He  regretted  that 
tbe  Directors  of  the  Bank  had  not  their  whole  fortunes 
embarked  in  it,  as  they  would  then  be  more  cautious  of 
their  proceedings.  As  it  was,  the  Bank  was  merely  a  smc 
machiue,  and  ihe  greater  part  of  its  present  difficulues  arose 
from  its  subserviency  to  Government.  A  strong  objectioa 
to  the  measure  was,  that  it  was  temporary  Mintsiera 
ought  to  stay,  and  the  House  ought  sull  to  debate^ 
late  as  the  session  wss,  aud  look  tbe  danger  in  the  face, 
fill  they  bad  discovered  some  adequate  mode  of  repei- 
Unff  it. 

Afr.  J.  Baring  observed,  that  if  the  Bank  Directora^ 
were  lo  reguldte  their  conduct  by  the  most  sordid  regard  to 
sclT-interest,  they  could  not  promote  such  views  by  causing 
a  depreciation  of  the  currency,  which  would  be  ruin  to  the 

Subtle  credit.  The  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Francb  Bordett) 
Md  admitted,  that  the  Bonk  Directors  had  but  a  small 
direa  interest  in  the  profits  of  tbe  Bank,  but  asserted  that 
they  hud  a  considerable  quantity  of  money  at  their  dis- 
posal ;  which  gave  them  a  great  interest  in  the  continuance 
of  the  restriction,  it  might  not  be  easy  to  divest  the 
honourable  Buronet  of  a  suspicion  of  power  vested  in  any 
bands ;  but  until  some  abuse  of  it  should  be  shewn,  he 
trusted  that  ibo  House,  as  long  as  the  present  state  of  society 
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.continiied*  would  not  f{o  along  with  the  honooBable  Baronet 
in  his  suspicious.  If  the  honourable  Baronet  had  any 
charges  of  abuse  to  make  aeainst  the  Bank,  ii  would  lie 
more  manly  and  more  candid  .in  him  to  bring  them  for* 
yard  than  to  throw  out  insinuations*  Those  who  depended 
.wholly  on  business^  or  bad  their  properties  engaged  io 
|rade»  would  be  ruined  by  the  destruction  of  the  currency  ( 
whereas  the  landholders  would  still  have  a  property  iotrin* 
sically  valuable.  He  concurred  with  the  Member  for 
Yorkshire,  that  this  measure  was  'recommended  to  him  as  a 
remedy  for  a  serious  evil ;  at  tlie  same  time,  that  be  ad« 
initted,  thai  it  would  femove  only  the  symptoms,  leaving 
the  real  disease  uncured»  'Rie  honourable  Member  for 
Yorkshire  had  stated  the  real  remedy  to  be  a  reduction  of 
paper,  and  a  consequent  restriction  of  expenditure :  the 
reverse  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  proper  remedy ;  first  a 
leduoiion  of  expenditure,  and  then  a  reduction  of  paper, 
^'he  vital  question,  now  was,  whether  the  paper  currency 
had  any  conqezioa  with  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
poontry.  An  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  who 
spoke  on  the  first  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  had  noct 
and  if  he  could  shew  that»  for  himself  he  was  ready  to  say» 
that  he  should  admit  this  Bill  to  be  unnecessary,  ^nd  agree 
with  the  Bullion  Committee.  The  honourable  and  learned 
Member  had  also  stated,  that  if  the  stock-holder  were  to 
bkve  his  property  in  the  funds  reduced  one  third*  he  would 
lufTer  no  injury ;  and  he  would  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman,  if  the  possessors  of  every  other  species  of  pro* 
perty  in  the  country  were  to  be  subjected  to  a  similar 
sacrifice :  but  every  thing  violent  was  to  be  avoided.  He 
trusted  gentlemen  would  consider  the  subject  during  the 
recess^  and  come  prepared  for  the  discussion  when  ParJia«> 
ment  would  have  to  decide,  next  session,  what  shall  be  here- 
after the  state  of  the  currency.  He  could  see  no  ground 
of  despondency.  He  thonglit  the«tate  of  the  finances  of 
the  country  recoverable  by  the  eqtialisation  of  the  revenue 
with  the  expenditure.  If  the  public  should  he  persuaded 
of  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure,  he  was  sure  they  would 
submit  to  any  sacafice.  The  funding  system  was  calculated 
ibr  short  wars  ;  and  even  the  enemy  had  said,  that  it  was 
essentially  paci6c.  There  Wiis  no  symptom  of  distress  in 
the  conntr} .  We  had  been  now  ei^lueen  years  at  war ;.  it 
was  imposHible  to  say  what  mny  be  in  store  for  us  ;  but  the 
future  liiatpriani   wouldj^  perhaps,  represent  the  last  ivfeuty 
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%em  ••  tlie  grcttcit  blorisgt  eojojred  by  thit  ooiralfj. 
tie  WM  of  optnioo  that  b«ak«DOte»  aboold  be  madkr  ft  tml 
lender.    An  hosoorable  firieiid  of  hw  (Mr.  Moaning)  iroo 
held  a  bigher  flCtrntion  io  tbe  Bank,  dHfered  fma  him. 
pierhapti  the  booottrable  Baranet,  who  was  to  wmfioMi^ 
Slight  thinlc  this  diflerenee  a  (rict  or  a  ji^le  id  inpcMft 
ttpoo  the  poMic.    If  made  ■  legal  tender,  tbe  itinea  •booU 
be  Ifabired,  ind  not  left  to  the  will  or  discretion  of  aor  tet 
of  men*    The  effect  of  thit  measove  woald  be  to  ieare 
men'b  mlndt  io  doubt,  if  it  were   not  und^stood  tfaac 
nekt^setftion  baok«notet  ihouid  be  made  a  legal  tender. 
The  exehanset  and   the  price  of  gold  bad  andergone  a 
favourable  aiieration  of  fi^  or  fix  per  eent  since  the  dit« 
Oauiont  opon  ihis  ^object*      After  sereral  other  pcrtrneoC 
obtervationsy  the   honourable    gentleman    eoocluded  bjf 
giving  hit  heartj  top|M>rt  (o  the  Bill. 
•    Sir  Sarmiel  Romillt/,  though  be  bad  not  taken  any  part 
in  the  diacottion  upon  this  Biil,  ironld  be  sorry  to  let  it  pass 
without  stating  the  grounds  of  bis  t&ie.      He  had  eipected 
that  some  honourable  gentleman  of  tbe  profession  to  which 
be  belonged,  and  e^^pecially  those  connected  with  the 
Govrrnment,  would  have  deliveied  their  sentiments  upon 
this  Bill  $  which,  anle^v  he  mistook  it  egrcgioosly,  was 
a  Bill   which  those  of  his   profession  were  moie  bound 
to  attend  to  than  any  oilier  *ahlcb  coold  be  brought  under 
Consideration.     It  was  a  Bril  to  alter  the  state  of  exists 
ing  contracts*  to  affect  by  an  ex  ptnt facto  law  contracts 
alreadf  etiiered  into.    The  hope  expressed  by  an  honour- 
able  Metuber  (Mr.  Bankes,)  that  some  gentleman  of  the 
legal  profession  Would  explain  what  the  state  of  the  law  was 
at  present,  had,  he  w<iS  sorry  to  say,  been  disappointed. 
What  was  most  to  be  deplored*  was,  that  this  measure 
would  leave  men's  minds  in  donbt  upon  the  subject.     He 
bad  begird  with  astonishment^  owing  perhaps  to  the  pre- 
judices of  his  legiil  edu(-ntion,  that  ihi  discretion  of  the^ 
courts  of  juMJce  would  afford  a  remedy:  be  had  heard,  with- 
coiiN'iderable  surprise,  a  noble  Lord  (Uastlereagh)  assert,  in 
a  forojer  debate  upon  ibis  Bill,  that  if  many  persons  were 
inclined  to  follow  the  example  of  Lord   Kin^j^v  tbe  law 
would  be  strong  enough  to  put  them  down ;    that   the 
courts  of  law  had  energy  enough  to  arrest  tbe  mischief. 
His  Bstonibhment  was  the  greater  when  be  coupled  sociV 
declarations  with  what  had  been  stated  in  other  places.     Jt 
was  most  beneficial  to  point  out  to  Parliament  tbe  defecta^ 
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of  any  law,  with  a  view  to  its  correctioo :  but  notbing  could 
be  more  miscbievousy  than  that  the  subordinate  Courts 

'should  resort  to  new  modes  of  proceeding  to  correct  the 
defects  of  the  law.  It  was  extreme!  j  desirable  to  know  what 
the  law  was,  and  how  it  would  operate  in  many  cases — 
to  ascertain  what  the  evil  was,  and  what  tbe  remedy  to  be 
applied  to  it.  Ue  should  not  go  into  the  financial,  but 
meant  to  confine  himself  to  the  legal  part  of  the  que^ioo* 
The  law,  as  it  now  stood,  exempted  the  debtor  from  arrest 
iipon  mesne  process,  and  wisely  ;  and  it  was  his  opinion^ 
that  the  arrest  upon  such  process  should  be  abolished  alto* 
£ether>  although  upon  that  question  he  should  not  then 
«nter.  But  if  the  creditor  established  bis  0ebt  by  civil  suit» 
be  could  now  compel  the  debtor  to  pay  in  gold,  and  in 
£iilure  of  such  payment  arrest  him  and  commit  him  to 
prison  ;  and  he  should  be  glad  to  know  what  energy  of 
a  Ju4lge,  or  what  force  of  law,  could  pt^vent  him  from  so 
doing;  or  from  keeping  his  debtor  in  gaol  during  the  re» 
mainder  of  his  lite,  unless  released  by  an  Insolvent  Act. 
There  was  no  remedy,  except  that  which  was  unquestion« 
ably  a  severe  one,  to  alio w^the  debtor  to  procure  the  gold 
at  any  price  to  obtain  his  release.  He  was  snre  his  right 
bobourabie  friend  (tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  would 
not  4leny  that  to  be  the  state  of  th^  law ;  and  he  would 
contend,  that  to  be  consistent,  bis  right  honourable  friend 
ought  to  propose  that* bank*notes  should  be  made  a  legal 
tender;  and  not  content  himself  with- holding  outm^rr- 
roreniy  that  hereafter  they  should  be  made  a  legal  tender ,» 
Tbe  law  went  only  to  prevent  distress  upon  tender  of  bank- 
notes; but  the  landlord  would  not  resort  to  distress,  but  to 
taction  on  coveuaftt  or  ejectment,  if  be  wished  to  compel 
his  tenants  to  pay  him  in  gold;  because  if  he  should  levy 
distress,  it  would  be  sold,  not  by  the  SheriflF}  but  by  the 
landlord's  bailiff;  and  if  sold  for  less  than  its  value,  the 
landlord  would  be  liable  4o  an  action  for  excessive  distress. 
The  honourable  and  learned  Member  instanced  several 
cases  in  which  it  would  be  injurious  not  to  leave  the  land* 
lord  an  option  :  particularly  one,  where  a  landholder  de- 

.  mised  an  estate  for  twenty-one  years*,  with  a  covenant, 
giving  the  tenant  an  option  to  purchase  the  cittnte  for  d,000/. 
at  any  time  before  the  termination  of  the  demise.  The 
tenant  made  the  option  to  piirchase  in  tbe  la*ityearof  the 
demise;  and  was  that,  he  would  ask,  a  case  in  which  it  would 
be  proper  to  compel  the  proprietor  to  accept  the  2^0001,  in 
Vol.  III.— 1811.  3Q 
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btnk«0Olc»?  Wm  the  cqottj  of  toch  a  pioviiioB  dev ia 
10  Mich  a  ca^  ?  It  had  bern  laid  of  btoi  with  icspect  lo 
•one  bilU  which  he  had  formerlj  brought  forvani,  that  he 
wm  wtuanpiing  to  make  ioooTatioos  in  the  law  withoal 
haviog  taken  the  opioioo  of  the  Judges  apon  the  Mbjctt; 
hut  he  would  askf  whether  it  ooaid  be  more  ncctsSaaj 
U$  tiike  the  opioioot  of  the  Judges  opon  anj  bill,  tm 
on  ijiby  whtcb  would  create  a  wide  difiereoce  betwcea 
contra%:tt  entered  into  and  contracts  executed  ?  He  was 
of  opinion  that  tome  dtstioctJon  onghi  to  be  made  be- 
tween  contracts  entered  into  thirty  yemr%  since^  and  lui 

5 ear.  But  this  Bill  placed  them  all  on  the  same  footing, 
f  the  law  was  to  be  altered  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  altered 
upon  large  and  comprebensiTe  principles,  calculated  to 
meet  all  the  cases  which  mt^ht  be  affected  by  the  change. 
A  temporary  law^  which  only  threw  the  question  into  doubC 
and  uncertainty,  ought  out  to  be  resorted  to.  He  threw 
this  out  for  information,  but  was  not  prepared  to  support 
such  a  Bill.     He  thooght  that  this  Bill  bad  been  taken  up 

Cecipiiately  by  Ministers,  and  that  a  great  deal  of  party  had 
^cn  suffered  to  mia  with  it.  He  would  ask  his  righl  honour- 
able friend  (the  Chancellor  of  tl>e  Exchequer)  whether  his 
principal  motive  fur  takioj^  up  the  Bill  was  not  to  afford 
gronoQ  for  the  iovectifes  which  had  been  thrown  out 
again»t  Ijord  King,  and  other  distinguished  indiTidoak  who 
had  defended  his  condtictr  If  nut,  he  should  wish  his 
right  honourable  friend  to  explain  whether  this  Bill  would 
he  effectual  to  iu  object,  when  the  landlord  wou\d  slUl 
be  left  in  poisessiou  of  so  many  other  more  effectual 
remedies* 

JA>rd  CaUlereagh  had  uicd  the  word  energy  in  the  speedi 
alluded  to  by  the  honourable  and  learned  geotlemani  but 
not  in  the  manner  stated  by  that  honourabk  and  learned 
Member*  What  he  had  said  was,  that  if  this  measure 
should  not  prove  effectual  to  remedy  the  evil  it  was  intended 
to  meet,  he  trusted  that  Parliament  would  have  energy 
enoui^h  to  take  other  measures  to  protect  the  debtor  from 
oppression  ;  that  neither  his  person  nor  his  property  should 
be  pursued  for  non-payment  in  gold  during  the  Bank  i^ 
sirictioo.  He  had  taken  precisely  the  saine  view  as  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  on  the  subject*  Jt  was 
his  opinion  at  fifst^  that  the  example  of  Lord  Kiag  would 
uot  be  followed,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  trust  lo  a 
moral  restraint  than  a  legal  control.    But  when  that  noble 


JtTLT  19.]  OOLD   COIN   BILti.     •  881 

Lord  had  made  an  infraction  upon  that  moral  control,  he  wal 

B^reiiRdedy  that  itbecat/^e  theduty  of  Parliament  to  interfere, 
e  had  never  stated,  that  any  thtn^  vras  to  be  left  to  the  di$* 
cretion  or  energy  of  the  Judges,  whose  duty  be  well  knew  it 
was  to  be  guided  by  the  dry  and  technical  constiluiion  of  the 
law ;  he  hoped  therefore,  that  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  would  do  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  had 
not  fallen  into  such  an  absurdity  as  he  bad  imputed  to 
him. 

Mr*  Sheridan  ex  plai  ned . 

Mt'  Tiemey  had  expected,  after  the  legal  discossion  of 
the  qnesiion  by  his  hoooorable  and  learned  friend  (Sir 
Samuel  Romilly)  that  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite 
(the  Attorney-General)  would  have  nivoured  the  House 
with  his  sentiments  upon  the  subject.     (J  cry  of  Question, 

J  nation,)  Did  honourable  gentlemen  suppose^  that  if  the 
Lttornev'-General  would  not  speuk,  he  was  not  to  deliver 
bis  sentiments  ?  He  could  oisure  the  House,  that  he  wQuld 
ipeak  ;  and  if  any  honourable  Member  were  disinclined  to 
bear  him,  and  haa  an  engagement  out  of  tlve  flouse^  he 
begged  he  would  take  that  opportunity  of  attending  to  it. 
Though  he  had  it  in  contemplatiotv  to  take  an  enlarged 
view  of  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  yet  when  be 
considered  the  lateness  of  the  hour  (haif-past  twelve)^  and 
Imwillingness  of  the  House  to  attend  to  a  pk-otracted  dis- 
cussion, he,  was  induced  to  abstain  from  taking  that  course^ 
and  should  trespass  but  shortly  upon  the  time  of  the  House. 
Indeed,  he  might  have  abstained  from  speaking  at  all 
tinder  these  circumstances,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  very 
extraordinary  speech  of  his  right  hononrable  friend  (Mr. 
Sheridan).  It  was  with  regret  he  fotmd  himself  obliged  to 
differ  from  even  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  but  it  was 
particulurlv  painful  for  him  to  differ  from  a  right  honour* 
iible  friencf,  with  whom  he  was  generally  in  the  habit  of 
concurring.  Not  a  won!  of  the  speech  of  his  right  honour* 
able  iriena,  who,  no  doubt,  had  taken  the  course  (hat  ap* 
'peared  to  him  right,  applied  to  any  part  of  the  Bill  but  that 
which  related  to  distress,  and  that  clause  formed  no  part  of 
4he  original  Bill.  TheJBill  wos  in  the  first  instance  intencted 
to  meet  the  case  of  W'right  and  De  r  onge,  but  had  since  \ 
been  taken  upas  a  party  question.  His  ri^ht  honourable 
friend,  he  wos  sure,  had  no  such  object,  though  he  must,  iib 
doubt,  have  his  reasons,  which  he  had  not  avDwed.  Hia 
right  honourable  friend  had  said^  that  the  object  of  this  Bill 
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M  i»  |iw.im  s  pnKtkevhicfc  w  alndM  ••  face  the 

Bad  k'wmdt  oppawd  spoM  nch  a  qvertMi  bf  kbiiirfit 
IwMKiorable  frirad^  wWKfDmorr,  if  it  did  — 1  miiilily 
•rrve  kioi  for  tlic  iccoUedioQ  af  datail  tnaactioai»  *i^ 
ntrr>d  io  aMferaoeaC  ctrcaantMon.    la  the  BaUiBaCaai- 
aiiitiv  ao  pmoa  aat  a  more  ftiraaoai  tappoiterof  the 
principle*  fbat  (W  Beak  tlioaU  lerape  cariKpa jafab  aft 
ffje  rnd  of  two  jmiy  thaa  hit  ri^^il  hoaoacdile  friead ; 
(/  mter  opemed  wnf  lijn   cm   tke   $mtfreij  ulauiul  Mr. 
Khnidaa*  tn  a  low  foae.)     He  was  wtmAj  lo  adwt,  as 
wfai^pmd  by  hb  rickt  boaoarabte  friaal,  that  ke  faad 
not  spokm  ia  the  Coiaaiittce;    batkc  hadalwajsirolBdl 
wiik  f bote  wko  wbo  anintataed  Ikat  principle,  aad  oftea 
withoot  hearing  theit  argonenls.     His  rii^t  boaaafaMe 
friend  liad  adrertcd  fo  the  failare  of  his  own  pniphecica  ta 
shew  fbat  ao  pneniptory  conTidion  was  to  be  entertaiarA 
apon  stick  soDjfcts;  and  bis  .rigbiboaoorable  friend  bad 
hid  claim  to  having  laid  the  (bandation  of  tboae  fiaanctal 
lesolutions.  which  bad  afterwards  been  taken  ap  bj  biaa- 
•rir  (Mr.  Tierncy),  and  Earl  Grey  aad  Lord  Lanctadaie. 
The  rnolutiona  of  his  richt  biNi.  friend,  bowerer,  weie  not 
such  as  those  which  had  been  afterwards  brotight  forwaid. 
Hit  prot>becics,  however,  had  Ailed  on  the  occasioa  to 
whicb   he  was  alluding.      The  question  was,  as  lo  the 
amount  of  the  prace-establisbment  the  cotintiy  oooU  bear ; 
vhclker  sermtetn  millioia,  as  his  right  boaoaiable  friend 
conteiKlcJ,  or  fiflcen  iDilUons  and  a  half,  as  Mr.   Pitt 
asfccrtcd,   would   be  sufficient.    The  fifst  year  there 
lurplui  of  a  million;  sttil  his  right  bonoumble  friend 
not  convinced«      A  growing  surplus  was  still  prodaced 
every  year  till  I79i?,  which  was  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be 
the  period  of  the  greatest  financial  difficulty ;  still  his  right 
hoiiourobic  friend,  though  (ailing  in  all  his  successive  pro* 
pbecics,.  ihainmined  to  the  last,  with  an  ability  and  foroe 
which  excited  his  admiration,  as  every  thing  that  came 
from  bis  right  honourable  frieiMl  never  failed  to  do^  that  be 
waa  right.     He  was  hot  surprised,  then,  that -be  found  the 
opinion  of  his  right  hoiioonible  friend  liad  undergone  a 
cliange>  no  doubt  from  motives  which  were  satisfactory  to 
his  own  mind.     He  would  ask,  whether  this  was  the  period 
to  say  that  the  country  wafi  in  a  state  of  unexampled  pro- 
sperity, Jhhcti  the  tntdi*  of  the  country  was  at  a  stand,  and 
tlia  revenue  was  actually  fiiiling  i    The  produce  of  the  coi^ 
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solidated  fbnd  f<yr  the  last  quarter  was  If8s  tfian  in  the  corn^ 
sponding  quarter  of  the  last  rear,  and  in  the  three  last 
qoaiters  IfiOOfiOOl.  lets  than  in  the  three  preceding  quarters. 
There  was  a  day,  when  his  right  honourable  friend,  aware 
of  that  oircnmatanee,  wouU  'not  say,  tlmt  the  conntry  was 
in  a  stale  of  unexampled  prosperity.  lie  agreed  that 
luxQries  haci  increased,  but  that  was  owing  to  an  unnatural 
cause.  He  had  thought  that  his  riglii  honourable  friend  would 
haTe  fought  with  him  against  the'Bank,  of  which  he  had  nW 
become  the  advocate.  He  remembered  when  the  Bank 
stated  its  readiness  to  pay  in  c-sb,  that  his  right  honourable 
firiead  contended,  that  they  had  neyer  any  serious  intention 
of  doing  so>  as  they  knew,  ^*  that  Brag  was  a  good  dog,  but 
HoU-«^t  was  better/'  He  knew  it  was  thousrht  of  him,  that 
he  was  rather  harsh  towards  the  Bank.  The  duty  of  the 
Bank  iivas  to  watch  orer  public  credit ;  bat  the  moment 
they  interfisred  with  measures  of  Goremmeiit,  or  extended 
thefar  care  to  public  prasperity,  they  violated  that  dotyi  He 
had  never  said  that  tfie  oank  should  return  to  cash-payments 
nowt  ^^^  l>ad  even  voted  against  the  Resolution  that  they 
phould  do  so  at  the  end  of  two  years.  He  wished  tlie 
House  had  come  to  a  resolution  that  the  restriction  should 
continiie  during  the  public  necessitr,  but  that  the  Bank 
should  act  as  if  no  restriction  had  taken  place.  He 
did' not  suspect  the  Bank  Directors  ef  being  corrupt,  or 
*  y:tuated  by  any  but  honest  motives :  but  he  believed  they 
bad  ah  inclination  to  sometliing  that  did  not  belong  to 
them,  because  thevhad  notoflicially  taken  thb  measure  into 
oonstderatkHi.  Bv  this  conduct  they  had  brought  them- 
selves  into  a  situation,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  which  did  them 
no  credit.  There  was  something  abhorrent  in  the  idea.of 
making  compulsorv  paper  a  legal  tender ;  and  paper,  too, 
not  b^onging  to  the  Government.  He  agreed  timt  there 
were  no  grounds  for  despair-^he  looked  upon  the  resources 
of  the  country,  if  by  proper  measures  drawn  out,  assuflS*. 
cient  to  relieve  the  pnblic  embarrassments ;  but.  these  re- 
soiirccs  could  not  be  drawn  out  witliout  considerable  priva-' 
tions.  He  had  no  apprehension  while  the  heart  and  core 
of  public  credit  was  sound,  and  therefore  he  was  afraid  of 
this  Bill.  It  was  the  most  foolish,  silly,  and  wasteful 
piece  of  paper  he  had  ei^r  known  gire  rise  to  so  much  dis* 
cussion  in  rariiament.  But  it  was  not  this  Bill,  but  the 
ennnciation  of  the  measures  it  was  to  lead  to,  that  gave  rise 
to  the  discussion.     He  ado^icted  he  was  a  party^man,  but 
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k  VM  tgir  b«  ricirt  iMMmribk  fnnd  «mU  Mkw^  that  he 
did  Mt  op|Mm  f  Mi  wwiie  »  a  |Mftj«aiaH«    The  dasK 
afdiilrmhethoaUai^mfoit,  ifioadMlhict  Bil«    The 
other  two  daww  be  eoaU  Ml  apeeri  to;  the  Srit 
■•iralory  vbibt  Ifebnd  wm  opn  as  a  narhet  far 
aad  the  Mhet  wm  iinjiMt,  if  it  woM^  m  the  etart  of  a 
dnhcrdepffrialioa.  prrfeat  pnsoai  fnwtakiiyadiaBlage 
af  the  provrtioai  of  the  b«  to  pfoiact  their  pa^icttj.     If 
haak-noCm  vieie  to  be  laade  a  b^i  tmdrr.  that  oa^ht  to  be 
done  al  oace.     If  tbeie  tiaa  ao  drpieciatkia.  Ihrfr  mm  a 
tendwicy»at  lga»t»  to  pafci  igaiaaw  to  bnah  aotfi    HewoaU 
have  aitmd  to  any  iiiqairy  iato  the  caoict  whirfa  had 
bfoagbt  the  c^iaafry  iafo  its  |mw«t  sitoation.    Wheo  it 
waa  stated  that  aoj  change  of  the  pnmat  tji^tai  voaU 
lender  m  eoaUle  to  eontinne  oar  escrtioaa  in  the  praaecn* 
tifM  of  the  war  in  fibich  we  were  engaieev^  be riiMhl  lay, 
that,  as  much  an  any  man*  b^  witbed  sncetai  to  (he  atorioos 
raiiKe  in  which  Spain  and  Portocal  werestmi^in^:  but  if 
the  prmiecntton  of  oiir  eibrts  were  to  cndaofser  public  credit 
here,  mnck  an  lie  sltoald  hmieiit  that  the  aiaiis  of  the  Pe- 
ninsula sh«9ukl  lie  left  in  a  diwitroos  sitaation,  bb  6ist  doty 
was  due  to  England,      llie  Tfeasorer  of  the  Navj  bad 
ssmI,  fhst  BuoiiAfiarie  wasal  war  with  oar  finances^  and 
tbcrriore  thin  Bill  ftliouU  be  pasMd*:  but  nothing  coold 
more  clatr  the  hopen  of  Bnonapurti  than  soch  a  measure  as 
this,     if  any  bortounibk  Member  tbniifht  that  this  Bill 
woukt  ifippirt  piibltc  ctedit,  he  was  n^M  ui  voting  for  it ; 
but  be  could  not  think  that  a  meanore  brougbi  Corwanl  by 
an  nnconnrrird  Peer  of  the  other  House,  aiid  hastily  taken 
up  by  Mifitftfen,  woukl,  if  pawicd  into  a  law,  leave  things 
fai  |)er(r<-t  M^iirtty.     At  all  events,  be  did  not  think  the 
conHdcnce  of  the  public  could  he  i^ecured,  whtkc  aware 
tbut  their  firioncrs  Hf  re  in  the  hands  of  a  Minister  who  had 
not  retoliMion  to  take  the  neoetKary  mcasorai  forsostaining 
public  credit. 

iWr«  Shtridan  tint  to  expbin;  and  from  the  pointed 
manner  in  nliicb  be  had  been  sUuded  to  by  his  right  boii. 
ffietut  who  had  fu»t  nit  down,  he  trusted  hehhoukl  meet  the 
hKlulgencc  nf  file  House  if  he  shouki  transgress  tiie  bbnnds 
of  Mrict  explnnalion.  Whatever  he  nhontd  say  of  that 
describtiott  would  be  in  reply  to  a  part  of  the  speech  of  his 
right  iionottrahte  friend,  in  which  he  had  imputed  to  brm 
tjuavowed  motives  for  hiseomhict,  and  ibr  which  he  wooU 
liaYC  ba*o  justified  in  calling  him  to  order.    [Haee  Mr, 
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TieriMj  roie,  and  denied  most  tolemnly  that  be  bad  ini« 

puted  to  his  right  honours^ble  friend  anj  improper  motives^ 

and  declared  .his  cpnviction    .that  b»  '  rigUi  honourable 

friend. bad  nomoiivei  for  his  conduct  lyhich  he  need  be 

asbam^  to  aYow-lr-Mr.  Sherklan  proceeded.    His  ri^ht 

honourable  friend  bad,  at  least,  assumedi  that  be  had  motives 

"which  he  had  not  avowed,  and,  tbongh  he  did  not  consider 

ihem  improper,  had  in  a  ver^  sarcastit  manner  adverted  to 

them.     Now  he  had  no  hesitation  in  avowing  the  motivek 

bj  which  hewas  actuated  to  be— 4in  honest  and  conscientious 

sense  of  dniy^  and  a  thorough  conviction  that  the  course 

he  was  pursuing  was  the  best  caioiilated  to  promote  the  in*- 

terest  ot  the  public.     But  when  his  right  honourable  friend 

thought  proper  to  charge  him  with  inconsistency  in  not 

voting  with  him,  he  could  see  no  rigtit  be  had  lo  make 

such  a  charge ;  for  certainly  Ills  right  honourable  friend  was 

not  the  pattern  he  should  be  disposed  for  adiierence  to 

political  connexions*     His  right  honourable  friend  had 

robrepresented  every  part  of  bis  speech ;  and  without  any 

want  of  respect  to  the  Speaker,  be  could  not  help  wishing 

that  the  House  was  in  Committee,  >iii;heti  he  would  confate 

every  word  of  the  right  honourable  gentiemao's  speech. 

His  right  honourable  friend  had  said  that  be  had  quoted  bis 

own  Resolittions  against  Mr.  J:Htt  as  a  reason  why  gentlemen 

should  not  entertain  any  peremptory  conviction  upon  this 

subject.     The  right  honourable  gentleman   in  that  bad 

quoted  htm  rightly  ;  but  he  was  mistaken  when^lie  stated 

that  all  his  prophecies  had  failed.     In  point  of  faet  he  bad 

always  contended  that  he  was  right,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  was 

wrong ;  and  when  at  last  that  was  proved,  he  bad  dropped 

the  business  and  not  handed  it  over  to  his  right  honourable 

friend.     He  had  again  to  r<^ret  that  they  were   not  iu^ 

CSommittee-Hi  circumstance  which  he  was  sure  his  ri^lit' 

honourable  friend  was  glad  of,  as  lie  should  in  that  case 

have  the  opportunity  of  replying  full v  to  all  bin  statements. 

liis  right  hunourable  friend  had  stated  bim  to  have  l>een  the 

most  strenuous  advocate  in  the  Bullion  Committee  for  the 

resumption  of  cash  payments  at  tlie  end  of  two  years, 

because  he  had  voted  on  that  side  and  without  hearing  some 

•of  ilie  right  honourable  gentleman^s  speeches ;  perhaps  that 

was  the  reason  why  he  had  so  voteJ.     ile  should  only  add, 

that  Buonaparte  was  more  merciful  to  us  than  the  right 

honourable  getitleman>  for  he  allowoJ  us  ten  yeans  betbre 

we  should  be  ruined. 
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A  ditnitD  than  tCM>k  piicc^  whea  there  appoMed^ 
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The  Bill  was  then  read  a  thiid  time,  and  mned. 

On  our  lelom  to  ttie  gallcrj  we  found  Mr.  Rrougkam 
arfdrcttinir  (he  House  on  the  subject  of  the  Retointioos  of 
wliich  he  had  fpTen  notice,  and  which  he  wished  shooki 
rfcord  his  opinions  on  the  Bill  that  had  now  passed*  «  After 
all  that  he  iiad  heard  that  night,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
raise  a  farther  debate  at  that  bte  hour.  There  was  one 
point,  however^  to  which  he  must  allude,  and  that  was  to 
the  tone  in  which  an  hononiable  friend  of  his  had  spoken 
of  what  be  bad  formerly  said  respectbg  theooodactof  the 
Bsnk  Directors,  and  the  distrust  which  Parliament  ought  to 
rntertsin  towards  tbe  conduct  of  that  gleal  corporation. 
He  would  contend,  that  it  was  tbe  peculiar  dotjr  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  guardians  of  the  riffhts  of  the  people, 
to  distrust  power  whertTer  it  was  lodged ;  and,  abore  all, 
where  thej  saw  power  supported  by,  and  mutually  sup* 
parting,  monopoly.  In  such  a  case  he  saw  as  much 
ground  Air  watchfulness  and  jealotisy  as  any  oonstitotionai 
man  could  wish.  The  high  loneof  ^oial  disioteRsiednoss 
which  the  Bank  Directors  had  assumed  in  the  course  of  these 
discussions,  really  appetnred  to  him  as  little  warranted  as 
any  thing  he  had  ever  heard.  One  honourable  gentleman 
had  told  tbe  Hoiise,  that  lie  could  have  no  personal  interest, 
because  be  was  only  a  proprietor  to  tlie  extent  of  2,00(M. 
But  was  it  not  the  tact,  that  tbe  stock  of  every  Bank  Pro- 
prietor had  been  doubled  in  value  by  tbe  syston  pursued  for 
tl»e  last  fourteen  yirars  ;  and  if  their  issues  of  paper  were 
belicefornard  to  be  without  any  stint  or  limit,  was  it  too 
much  to  say,  that  every  Bank  Proprietor  would  derive  very 
considerable  emolument  from  these  issues?  But  above  all^ 
tbot«  gentlemen  who   were  Bank  Directors  possessed  a 

Sower,  which  to  t hero,  as  commercial  men,  most  be  of 
calculable  benefit—that  of  being  able  to  ae^conraiodate 
thcnk^lvcs  and  their  friends  with  discounts.  These  were 
4hii}g8  which  made  him  distru^the  increase  of  that  unli- 
mited control  which  the  liaok  would  now  have  over  the 
circulation  oi  the  country,  and  prevented  him  from  readily 
listenuig  to  those  claims  of  complete  disiiitferestedi^cas  which 
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lonie  geDUeihen  were  so  fofivard  t6*  mafce*  He  sholifd  not, 
however,  any  longer  occnpy  the  time  of  the  U rinse,  but 
tbdold  propose  the  6rst  of  his  series  of  ResoAations.  This 
Resolution,  which  the  honourable  genjrienian  then  read/ 
declared  it  to  he  by  law  and  the  Constitution,  as  it  now 
stood,  the  Just  and  undoubted  ri^rht  of  every  British  subject 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  his  property  for  its  value,  and  thai  every 
man,  possessed  of  a  bank-^note,  or  any  other  security,  mii^ht 

five  it  away  for  nothing,  (a  laughj)  or  sell  it  for  any  thing ' 
epieasedi 

Lord  Folktstofie  fteconded  the  Resdlutiott. 

Mr.  Baring  felt  himself  called  dpon,  by  the  in^iniiation 
thrown  out  against  him  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  to' 
declare^  that  he  never  complained  of  any  vigilance  being 
exercised  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  Directors;^ 
but  he  had  complained  of  that  dispositio/i  which  some* 
gentlemen  had  exhibited  to  pass  censure  upon  them  without 
grounds,  and  to  ascribe  to  tnem  interesten  motives  without 
any  due  foundation.  As  to  the  high  tone  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  charged  him  with  assuming,  he  really  roust 
appeal  io  the  House  with  what  justice  and  propriety 
that  charge  could  come  from  the  honourable  gentleman^ 
{^Hearl)  and  how  far  it  was  applicable. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  move  the 
previous  question  on  this  first  Resolution.  ^  Undoubtedly 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  which  had  just  passed,  that 
could  abridge  the  right  of  any  man  to  give  away  bank-notea 
for  nothing,  if  he  pleased.  It  did  not'  require  any  formal 
Resolution  ijo  tell  us  this.  But  though  some  gentlemen  had 
argued  as  if  bankrnotes  were  really  worth  nothing,  yet  he 
bdieved  it  would  riot  be  found  that  their  disposition  hnd, 
^  increased,  or  was  indeed  very  strong,  to  give  them  away' 
for  nothing.  (A  ■  laugh. )^^Tho  Resolution  was  then  put, 
and  negatived. 

Mr..  Brougham  rose  to  propose  his  second-  Resolution.* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  thonghi  fit  to  resort  to 
witticism,  instead  of  argument.  The  truth  was,  however^ 
that  the  BiH  now  passed  actually  says,  you  shall  not  give 
a  bank-note  for  less  than  it  purports  to  be  worth;  and 
nmier  such 'circumstances,  it  would  be  weRforthqi^e  who 
gave  them  for  nothing,  to  see  first  to  wimt  penalties  they 
might  be  exposed  under  this  new  Act. — He  proposed  his^ 
second  Resolution,  which  went  to  declare,  *^  that  any 
rastraifit  on  the  liberty  of  aotino^,  as  laid  down  io  the  former^ 
Vol.111.— 1811.  5R 


ifflM  ht  ^  inlhictin  ol  sho  CoBitituiiM  wd  of  the  si^l^ 
oi  a?  ery  indivklvcU*' 

tbat  a  hMik*npN^  jrifiii  awa?  for  a  cbaritafato  obj<>cl,  oouUI 
haidly  be  wul  (o  bt  f ivea  for  aoUiin^  At  to  the  hoaeor« 
able  f|entl««naii*a  aomplaini  of  the  uie  of  ridicale,  iKoie 
tPfire  renlljr  ftMie  aMarliona  which  eonld  Qoi  ba  akI  in  aiy 
other  wny  3  aadaaooicUaf  k»ao  observatioa  of  Swift,  tbm 
i«»  fiDibiof  anorr  oosmoii  thim  for  a  maa  who  md  ai|f 
tbin«r  ridiciilouv,  to  complain  with  riolence  (haft  eibem 
werr  lauj^htn^  .ai  him.  Serioat  av|Ctt{aeiit«  howvrer,  nas 
nal  alwaj»  ineuoristt^Al  wilh  ^ ;  aor  wm  a  jpl^e  always 
i|ifon«i«(ciil  Wubtk  nariout  tnpic • 

jl/r.  iBiHM|^A#af  periKilj  airraed  in  tba  obwrration ;  aa4 
t^iereAtre,  he  iHHtkl  not  help  induVrint  a  biu^h  wheii  ba 
heard  ihe  rifrht  hpoourable  gvntlemaa  lately  taikiesr  of  tba 
l^ill  as  \\ke\y  to  indace  the  turnpike-men,  and  other  col^ 
IfcloTi  of  smnll  change,  to  brinfr  oat  tht*ir  ftilver  in  ei^cbaa^ 
f(Mr  bank  no4e9,  which  would  thiifti  accordinir  {b  bimt  brii^ 
^undanre  of  ^Hver  into  circulatioii.  Mf.  Broi^haaA  thai 
■ev«'raUy  pmpofied  four  addiiiooal  BenoiaticiitB^  whjfcl)  weia 
put  and  nei^nlY  Vfd. 

Adjouroeid  till  Tueidaj. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

HON  PAY,  JULT  22. 
OUINBAt    AND   BANX-lfOTE9. 

The  amendmealB  made  oo  this  Bill  ia.  tba  Copimont 
were  agreed  to,  Mem,  cf/.f«. 

On  the  question  being  pot  bj  the  Lord  Cbaacellor« 
that  a  mo8«iage  be  sent  to  the  Commons,  in  forming  them 
that  their  Lf>rdship*>  had  agreed  to  the  amendments, 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose,  and  at  considerattle  length 
exfiTPsised  his  disa^robaiiod  of  the  Bill.  HecommeDted  on 
the  circumstances  which  bad  attended  the  bringing  in  of  the 
9ilt«  whi€*h  was  at  first  objected  to  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
as  perlectly  unnecesgary  and  novel  in  itsprinciplesand  pro* 
visions.  The  cause  of  his  noble  friend's  (Earl  Stanhope), 
presenting  the  Bill,  (the  notice  of  Lord  King)  was  stated; 
but  it  had  no  effect  on  Ministers,  who  said  that  Lord  King's 
conduct  would  never  be  imiuted.    On  a  suddea^  however. 
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«ti  the  seoond*reading»  cbey  soppoiied  it^    Was  it  from  th^ 
<K>nduc<  of  Lbrd  Kins^  or  the  decision  of  the  jud^a  of  thm 
laod,  which  declared  that  ix>  be  tlie  ia:w  ivbicb  Miiii^ter^ 
tliMighi  vfhs  Dot  so>  that  theit  siiipport  of  the  Bill  of  iginatedf 
lie  then  entered  into  a  diacumon  of  the  retatire  value  ^ 
foM  aod  bank-notes  as  a  laedifai  of  circulation,  contend* 
ing  that  faank-t)otes  had  Ao  real  talue  wluit£?er»  but  tha( 
their  curreiDt  Value  had  a  reference  to  tbe  coin  which  they 
|>«l*ported  to  mj  on  devand.    Gold  bad  always  been  tlie 
medium,  and  on  that  principle  the  agricalture  and  cook 
merce  of  the  country  had  ftourisbed  for  a  century  j»ast^  and 
t%bt  upwn  any  wfaimsicalabslraettlotioiusof  cnrfeney^  such 
its  had  bee&  conjured  up  bt  the  present  day.    Uereviewed 
tlie  dread fal  consequeooes  that  had  oeaurfeci  in  cftiher  coea* 
tries  by  an  bver^issue  of  paper^  and  making  it  a  .legal  tendelr^ 
The  raoduct  of  the  Baok^  he  admitted  to  hu^e  been  most 
useM  and  honourable  up  to  the  period  of  th^  re6trictioii> 
and  ibr  some  years  afterwards :  bitt  he.  sArongly  censured 
their  condact  of  late  yeara,  especially  in  tlie  gross  excess  of 
issues  since  the  year  1810,  ah  excfesi  wbkb  ainoouted  to  no 
less  tiian  fourteen  millions.    This  cddM  ilor  be  vitidicaled 
by  any  arguments  drawn  from  an  increase  of  niercabtiltf 
transactions;  since  every  thing  he  ceuU  l^tdrn^  frotUa  Very 
general  acquaititance^  informed  bim»   that  the  dimioulioii 
of  commercial  tmntfaciions  had  never  beoa  ao  gieat  as  dari^^ 
that  period*  An  exletision  of  ooauneit;i«l  tntasadiois  could 
Bot)  riad  it  raally  happened,  justify  tkesxcctestvie issues ;  shictt 
the  eid^nsioit  of  such  dealing  would  oiiiy  ihcrease  the  eic«* 
tension  of  cmdiK  mid  not  demand  an  6ver«isiuedf  tbebaaft 
paper.    The  Bill  tended  only  to  iucnease  those  visry  difficui<4 
ties  which  it  proposed  to  remedy.    It  wis  in  ^y^ety  ftepect 
incompetent  to  a<:€omplish   its  profrssed  objects;    since, 
thougMt  took  away  tte  force  of  one  rolodb  of  recovery  from 
the  landlord,  it  did  not  deprive  him  df  his  ultimate  powers. 
It  must  h^d  to  the  ttiaking  paper  a  legal  t^der*     He  could 
not  i^onceire  how  his  tiobte  friend  had  got  it  ihto  his  lieady 
tbat  gold  W«s  a  tnediom  fit  for  the  daya  of  harbarisnt; 
though  he  waaafmid,  that  no  reasonings  M  bis  could  driva 
that  erroneous  notion  out  of  the  head  of  his  noble  friend* 
He  contended  that  the  fnedium  ought  to  be  something  of  4 
definite  and  steady  nature,  and  for  tbat  purpose^  the  piecioui 
metals  wefeettiltiently  calculated,  as  the  txst  of  opinjonN,  alf 
experience,  particularly  that  of  our  own,  hud  fully  proved. 
Lord  King,  healserted,  bad  not^  in  the  viM  he  lu»  taken 
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of  the  irtiok  matifr,  actad  with  iDJosUoe.  As  to  a  remeAj 
tor  the  pment  erih  which,  be  tboont  tcrioadj,  placed  the 
coontry  in  a  Ktate  of  difficulty  it  baa  perhaps  ne?er  known, 
be  ihoQ^ht  it  rrqaircd  the  aniced  a»istanoe  and  adYioe  of 
PkriiAinent,  and  every  man  who  lofcd  bis  ooaolry.  Thus 
IDurh  appeared  certain,  tha#it  was  neceHaryto  icfaaaoeoiB 
exfnif^i;iint  steps,  and  retrench  our  expeoditore.  His 
Lordfihtp  roncltuled,  after  a  fM  leview  of  all  the  ciream* 
stanrt*!!  mnnected  with  this  qucstioo,  by  giTiog  bis  *^*T*rffd 
dt>''iprr^Htion  to  the  Bill. 

7  Ac  Earl  of  IJvrrpool  would  not  tiespassou  their  time 
in  such  n  sta^^eof  the  Bill ;  but  after  what  had  fidlen,  oooUl 
not  remain  fttlcnt.  When  the  Bill  was  Iwougfat  io,  Minirten 
cerfain'y  thooi^lit  it  nnneccMary,  repiobatinfy  as  they  did, 
the  I  onftnct  of  a  noble  Lord,  who  rai^ht  on  views  of  his 
own  private  interest  (and  that  was  the  best  way  of  consir 
dertnir  the  subject,  as  he  would  enter  into  the  motives  of  no 
man,)  have  acted  consistently.  But  when  they  heard  of 
other  instances,  and  still  more,  when  thc^  heaid  how  the 

J«H-siion  was  debated,  and  the  conduct  of  that  noble  Loid 
i-<ended,  they  felt  it  their  duty  to  forward  a  measure,  which 
be  had  orifpnally  declared  would  be  the  best  remedy  if  ne? 
cesiiily  should  call  for  any  on  the  subject.    As  io  gold  as  a 
medium,  it  had  met  with  the  geneml  consent  of  mankind  ; 
but  it  was  not  the  goM,  as  such,  that  made  it   sterlinig 
coin.     It  was  the  sovereign  act  of  a  state  that  made  it  so; 
that  sovereign  act  could  have  used  copper,  (whidi  had  been 
done  ia  some  places)  or  even  kather,  for  the  same  purpoac. 
He  certainly  preferred  a  gold  currency,  with  a  convenient 

Eiper  circulation,  as  one  which  experience  had  sanctioned, 
ill  the  case  of  gold  did  not  apply  so  strongly  toiolemal  cir* 
eolation,  which  was  the  main  question  before  them.  He  de- 
nied that  therecould  be  any  depreciatiou  of  notes,  when  they 
could  purchase  as  much  com  or  land,  or  any  other  article,  as 
guineas  would.  Gold  was  now  higher  in  price,  because  it 
was  scarce :  that  scarcity  arose  from  the  ^te  of  the  war^ 
which  aflfi'cled  the  counse  of  exchange  and  the  balance  ^ 
trade,  and  required  large  sums  to  be  sent  for  the  maintenance 
of  larsre  armies,  and  to  support  foreign  expeditions,  while  at 
the  same  time  it  gave  the  temptation  to  export  it  contrary  ta 
law.  Gold,  as  gold,  was  therefore  dearer,  but  as  sterling' 
legal  coin,  sanctbned  by  the  state,  was  worth  no  more  thaa 
it  was  before.  He  shotild  not  amie  whether  the  restrictions 
of  1797  were  right  or  wrong.    He  beliered  tbem  to  haffi 
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been  fifcht ;  but  were  his  optntoo  olherwiset  it  would  main 
no  pnicHcal  dtfleiencey  since  the  present  state  of  things  gfew 
out  of  that  systein,  which  conld  not  be  abandoned  in  the  pre- 
0en(  state  of  things,  and  an  adherence  to  which,  whether 
originalljT  right  or  wrongs  was  the  best  practical  mode  of 
overcoming  those  difficulties  which  we  felt»  or  those  greater 
difficulties  which  we  might  apprehend.  He  defended  tho  * 
isaucs  of  the  Bank,  on  the  principle  of  their  general  oonve* 
nience.  He  admitted  that  we  had  saftred  considerably  ia 
foreign  commerce,  but  asserted  that  any  person  who  looked 
at  the  vast  schemes  of  internal  improvements  daily  makings 
in  agricultural  and  other  pprsuits^  must  be  convinced  of 
our  great  interior  prosperity.  There  never  was  a  measure 
that  had  received  more  general  approbation  throughout  the 
country  than  the  present;  and  the  greatest  benefits  had 
been  derived  from  the  discussions  on  the  subject  to  which  it 
^ad  given  rise.  He  entertained  no  doubt  that  it  would,  ia 
its  consequences,  in  a  refy  great  measure  prove  a  safe  and. 
an  effectual  remedy*  Those  who  defended  the  conduct  o£ 
a  noble  Lord,  seemed  to  have  no  disposition  to  follow  that 
conduct  themselves.  Why  did  they  not  do  so  ?  Becausa 
tbey  were  convinced  that  tney  were  no  sufferers  by  what  was 
improperly  called  the  depreciation  of  the  bank-notes !  Oa 
every  principle,  in  a  full  view  of  our  affairs^  be  considered 
the  present  Bill  as  one  which  merited  the  sanction  of  Parlia-* 
ment,  and  possessed  thp  pipprobation  of  the  public  at 
large. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  explained.  If  tbe  Secretary  of 
Slate's  line  ot  argument  bad  tbe  effect  of  forcing  persons  lo 
follow  the  conduct  alluded  to^  it  would  have  a  much  wider 
effect  that  yiray/than  any  thing  the  noble  Lord  expected  ia 
tbe  other  way  from  passing  the  Bill* 

JEari  Stanhope  rose  to  say  a  few  words  on  what  had  been 
applied  to  bim.  His  noble  Friend  (Lord  King)  bad  most 
right  to  complain  of  his  friends^  for  it  was  tbey  who  shirked 
tbe  noble  Lord,  iqstfead  of  following  the  example  tbey  de- 
fended. His  noble  friend  (Earl  of  Lauderdale)  had  called 
tbe  Bill  a  legislative  hint:  but  it  was  a  pretty  broad  hint 
top.  |le  did  not  know  whether  his  noble  friend  bad  been 
f  dncatejd  at  any  of  the  Universities :  but,  he  believed,  not  at 
Oxford.  There  was  a  story  there  about  a  broad  bint,  which 
tbey  called  f^  John  Kealcs  broad  hint.**  There  was  a  man 
i^bat  John  KeaU  did  not  like;  but  he  would  come  to  him, 
ffofuf  gaye  blip  a  hint  that  be  did  pot  like  bis  company ; 
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kui  be  wvNiM  not  go  swqr.  «*  Wbat  nM  ycM  do,  tlirii!^ 
my  ff'ie  to  JcJw.  **  Do,''  mjb  /cAif  il[/«fc,  ^  mhj^  I  kidbei 
htm  down  mmin.  TWu  f»a»  «  F^r^'jr  Amod  An/ ! !  'r(t#igfc> 
img.)  80  hr  ( Karl  buohoiit)  had  giveo  Lofd  ILing  a  kioc  | 
md  if  he  followed  tip  this  boWnetf,  why.  wbeo  nesi  Mwioa 
eame,  he  would  give  htm  a  trood  hiut  1  (^^  iamgk^)  Bii 
object  was,  that  a  landlord  iJiould  not  take  fifij  ptmuk 
from  hit  ternrnt^  and  paj  his  cuai-b»iD«lier  ooly  fiNtj*  Ijoid 
King  paid  bis  tenant  bank-notes  ibe  daj  before  be  aeot  bhtt 
a  notice  10  pa?  him  goM.  (Hemrl)  ^  Aje^"  said  Loid 
Slaoltope,  **  jiiii  may  call  kemr !  but  I  know  all  about  it  1^ 
He  did  not  mean  to  say,  thnt,  according  to  Lord  lCing*s 
concrptions  on  this  subj<^t|  he  did  not  act  as  to  him  seeiBcd 
Correct  and  jtist«  He  coald  easily  explain  all  that ;  bat 
that  Wat  00  reajioo  why  great  mt&chieKf  should  fail  on  the 
tenantry^  and  on  all  the  country.  {Htarl)  He  then  de* 
fendrd  bit  principles  reftpecting  coinage,  and  adverted  to  a 
Bob!e  Kari*s  definition,  that  the  medium  shook)  be  of  goM 
of  a  certain  quantity,  weight,  and  fineness;  and  that  for 
that  purpose,  it  should  be  gold,  as  a  fixed,  definite,  steady 
toensure.  Now,  thsi  was  not  at  all  the  case.  Gold  did  not 
answer  to  the  definition,  because,  by  the  Buctoation  of  its 
price,  according  to  the  varying  circumstances  of  war  and 
peace,  the  course  of  exchange,  balance  ol*'  trade,  and  sd 
forth,  It  rxpari'dcfi  or  contracted  its  value,  and  iherefore  was 
fnlsdy  cunnidered  as  a  cenain  medium.  Though  it  bad 
been  so  considered  for  ages  past,  tb  t  formed  no  sufficient 
irgument  for  sufivring  its  evident  inconveniences  in  times 
6f  a  peculiar  htiture.  "  He  would,  therefore,  repeat,  that  the 
notion  of  gold,  nothing  but  gold,  was  n  notion  of  days  border^ 
on  tiarbarism,  atid  only  fit  for  Hotfentah  to  befieTe. 
(Heart)  It  was  the  law  that  made  gold  the  medium,  and 
ikothtng  else.  For  the  purposes  of  interior  circulation  and 
commerce,  it  could  not  be  necessary.— After  various  argo« 
ments  and  itlufttraiions  of  his  opinions,  (in  which  hecompli** 
Ihented  the  l:ari  of  Ross,  and  ouoted  a  passage  from  a 
htpyeff  who  was  doing  more  gooa  than  all  the  hwyttt  put 
together,  by  publibhing  a  #otk,  tn  which  he  wasshe^Hig 
the  public  what  laws  were  in  force,  and  what  vrere  Ao/*9o. 
which  all  the  bwyrrs  taken  together  could  not  easily  tell,/ 
he  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  his  Bill  was  a  inerepal'* 
liatiye,  or  a  remedy  (o  keep  things  safe  iiH  next  session. 
It  even  did  some  mischief,  as  gold  wasgetling  dearer  than  it 
was.  He  wanted  no  credit  foi*  the  Bill,  but  Whax  it  deserved  j 


^»" 


J^LTlM;]  ROVAt  GOMMIIKIONf  .  '^  80$ 

bvit  its  adfantap^es  were  marh  grenter  th«n  Ha  c|ilR<ivfiiiiajg^s. 
Sotnetfaiag  must  he  done  ta  a  pennaoent  way  B^m  8f«9i<|R  9 
and  with  a  view  to  that,  he  had  brought  to  thecD^aQt  thif' 
one  bantlings  but  fourteen  other  bantlings^  for  their  Lord* 
ships*  cunsiderationj  in  order  to  hare  a  proper  view  of  the 
whole  of  the  eonoero. 

:  Tfif  Ijerd  Chancelliff  saidi  that  he  should  now  put  the* 
Qi|>$tk)n',  if  he  understood  it*     He  believed  it  to  be  this, 
that  they  should  send  a  message  to  the  Commons,  saying, 
that  their  Lordships  had  agreed  to  tb^ir  amendments;  but 
he  could  hardly  he  sure  that  it  was  so,  after  twobomi- 
and  a  half  of  i^ust  sqhefao  discussjpu  au  such  a  queatioa* 
THb  questioq  was  then  ppt^  andcarriecl  mm.  diss, 

-  Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WBDVESDAT,  JULY  24* 
BOYAL  COMMiaaiON. 

The  X«or4  ChakceUor  hariag  acquaiiited  the  House  that 
lie  had  received  two  CofxtAisaioas  from  his  royajl  bighnesa 
the  Prince  Rejirenty  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  one  for  giving  the  Royal  Assent  to  such  Acts  as 
liad  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the  other  for 
^  pr(>rpgatiori  of  Parliament » 

Their  Lordships  adjourned  to  robe.    On  their  return^  the 
Archbishop   of  Canterbury,    the    Lord  Chancellor,  \EarI  ' 
Camden,    the  Earl  of  Westmoreland,    and   the  Earl  of 
Aylesford>  took  their  seats  on  the  woolsack  ;  wlien  a  mes* 
i^ge  was  sent  to  the  Conamons  desiring  their  attendaqce. 

At  half-past  three,  the  Speaker^  accompanicxl  by  about 
thirty  of  the  Members  of  the  Commons,  and  the  officers  of 
that  Hou6e,  appeared  at  the  bar>  when  the  Commission  for 
giving  the  Royal  Assent  to  the  Bills  was  read,  and  the 
JloyaT  Assent  given,  in  the  usual  form,  to  the  Gold  Coia 
andf  Bank-notes  Bill,  and  the  British  and  Irish  Militia 
Interchange  Bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  informed  the  Commons,  that 
the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majesty,  had  issued  a  Commission  for  Proroguing  the 
Parliament. 


IM1  TH«  FAfttfAffBKTAKT  BBOISTEft.  [tOKM^ 

Htt  Lonlfthip  theo  read  Ihe  Speech  of  the  Prinee  Bn^    ' 
is  the  name  and  on  the  behatf  of  the  Kingi  which  vai  ai 
MlowB  :— 

Mt  Lords,  akd  GsNTLBiiftKy 

His  royal  highness  the  Prince  Reagent,  actinj;  in  the 
name  and  on  (he  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  has  commanded  « 
to  signify  to  yon  the  satisfaction  vith  which  he  finds  him^ 
self  enabled  to  relieve  yon  from  your  attendance  in  Parlia' 
ment,  after  the  long  tod  hiborioos  duties  of  the  session.  We 
are  particularly  directed  to  express  his  approbation  of  tbe 
wisdom  and  firmness  which  you  have  manifested  in  enid>Iiiig 
liis|Royal  Highness  to  continue  the  exertions  of  this  conotiy 
in  the  cause  of  our  Allies,  and  to  prosecute  the  war  witk 
increased  activity  and  vigour* 

Your  determined  perKverance  in  a  system  of  liberal  aid 
to  the  brave  and  loyal  nations  of  the  Peninsula  has  pro- 
gressively augmented  their  means  and  spirit  of  resistance ; 
whik  the  humane  attention  which  you  have  paid  to  the 
idllerings  of  the  inhabitants  of  Portugal,  under  the  unex« 
ampled  cruelty  of  the  enemy,  has  confirmed  the  alliance  by 
new  ties  of  afiection,  and  cannot  fail  to  inspire  additiom^ 
teal  and  animation  in  the  mAtntenance  of  the  commoik 
cause. 

His  Royal  Highness  especially  commands  us  to  dedaie 
his  cordial  concurrence  in  the  measure  which  you  have 
adopted  for  improving  the  internal  security  and  military 
resources  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

For  these  important  purposes  you  have  wisely  prv>vided, 
by  establishing  a  system  for  theannual  supply  of  the  reg^ular 
army  I  and  for  the  interchange  of  (lie  militia's  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  and  his  Royal  Highness  has  the 
satisfaction  of  informing  you,  that  the  voluntary  seal  which 
has  already  been  manifested  upoii  this  occasion  has  enabled 
him  to  give  immediate  operation  to  an  armngement  bjr 


vhicb  the  iMiioii  aiul  mutual  interest^  of  Great  Britain  and 
Jrebnd  m^J  )^  mpxe  efiecUially  qeip^nted  and  improved. 

Gbntlbmbn  of  thb  H<^uss  of  Commons^' 

His  Royal  HigHness  commands  us  to  thank  you,  in  the 
Dame  and  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty^  for  the  liberal  supplier 
ivhich  you  baye  furnished  for  every  branch  of  the  public 
service. 

His  Royal  Highness  has  seen  with  pleasure  the  readiness 
with  which  you  have  applied  the  separate  means  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  financial  relief  of  Ireland  at  the  present 
fnoment ;  and  derives  much  satisfaction  from  perceiving 
that  you  have  been  able  to  accomplish  this  object  with  sq 
little  additional  burthen  upon  the  resources  of  this  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  manner  iu  which  you  have 
ta&eo  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the  Irish  Revenue 
has  met  with  his  Royal  Highnesses  approbation ;  and  his 
R^yal  Highness  commands  us  to  add,  that  he  looks  with 
conOdence  to  the  advantage  which  may  be  derived  from  the 
attention  of  Barliamenl  having  been  given  to  tim  importaiit 
subject.  " 

Mr  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

His  Royal  Highness  commands  us  to  congratulate  you 
upon  the  reduction  of  the  island  of  Mauritius.  This  last 
and  most  important  colony  of  France  has  been  obtained! 
with  inconsiderable  loss»  audits  acquisition  must  materially 
contribute  to  the  security  of  the  British  commerce  and  pos<^ 
sessions  in  that  quarter  of  the  world. 

The  successes  which  have  crowned  his  Majesty's  arms 
during  the  present  campaign,  under  the  distinguished  com<; 
maud  of  Lieutenant-General  liOrd  Viscount  Wellington, 
are  mqit  important  to  the  interesits,  and  glorious  to  the 
character,  of  the  country.  His  Royal  Highness  warmly 
participates  in  all  the  sentiments  which  have  beei)  exci^ 
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hf  those  siicoeoeti  and  concun  in  the  just  applanae  which 

jrda  hate  bestowed  upoo  the  skill,  pmdenoe,  and  intrepidity 

id  couspltuoasly  displayed  in  obtainii^  them. 

It  afibrds  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  his  Rayal  Highness 

to  reflecti  that}  sbonld  it  please  Di?ine  Proridence  to  restoit 

his  Majesty  to  the  ardent  prayeis  and  wishes  of  his  Royal 

jfiighness  and  of  his  Majesty's  people,  his  Royal  Highnesi 

will  be  enabled  to  lay  before  his  •Majesty,  in  the  history  of 

these  great  achiefements  of  the  British  armS  thronghout  a 

series  of  systematic  opemtionsi  so  satisfiu;tory  a  proof  that 

the  national  interests  and  the  glory  of  the  British  name  have 

been  successfully  maintained,  while  his  Royal  Highness  has 

Conducted  the  goTemment  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing  the  Pailiaoient  was 
1^,  aAer  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  said^*-^ 

Mr  Loans  and  GnNTLBMay^ 

By  firtlie  bf  the  Oommissio^  under  ^.  Great  Seal,  to  us 
and  other  Lords  directed^  and  now  read,  we  do,  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  hb  royal  highness  the  V  'nee  Regent, 
in  the  name  and  6a  behalf  of  his  &tajesty,  prorogue  this 
Parliament  to  Thursday  the  twenty-second  daj  of  Augyst 
next)  to  be  then  here  holden ;  and  this  Parliament  if 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Thursday  the  l^onty^second  dai 
oFAugustnexL 
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WEDNESDAY,   JULY  Jl* 

At  a  quarter  before  four^  the  Deputy-Usher  of  the  Bl«( 
tod  qame  to  the  bar,  and  summoned  the  Hon,se  to  appear] 
the  House  of  Lords  to  bear  tne  Prince  Re^  ^t's  speech  j 
botb  Hbii&e^  for  the  prorogatidt^  of  Parlia^ient,  by  G<M 
h>isisi<)^to  hamed  for  that  purpose.  i 
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The  Speaker  and  the  Members  present  proceeded  accord- 
ioglj  to  the  Lords ;  and  on  their  return  the  Speaker  read^  at 
the  table)  the  speech  which  had  been  deLiTered  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor. 

A^youmed; 
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J.  Bnrtml,  Printer, 
Minhall-tirrat,  Golden-iqiiiny  LondoD. 
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